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The meeting was called to order at 10.25 a.m.

ADDRESS BY HR. MANUEL PINTO DA COSTA, PBESIJENT OF '!'BE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF SAO
TOME AND PRINCIPE

The PRESIDENT: This morning the Assembly will hear an address by the

President of the Democratic Republic of Sao Tome and principe.

Mr. Manuel Pinto da Costa, President of the Democratic Republic of Sao Tome

and Principe, was escorted into the General Assembly Ball.

The PRESI~: On behalf of the General Assembly~ I have the honour to

welcome to the United Nations the President of the Democratic RepUblic of Sao Tome

and Principe, His Excellency Mr. Manuel Pinto da Cost~and to invite hi~ to address

the General Assembly.

Pr~sident da COSTA (spoke in Portuguese; English text furnished by the

delegation): On behalf of the Republic of Sao Tcme and Principe, I should like to

express our best wishes for the success of the work of the General Assembly at its

forty-first session. We bring with us a message of confidence in the United

Nations, and the conviction that, today as in 1945, the Organization is the most

complete expression of the hope of all peoples for a better world.

-The United Nations for a better world- was indeed the apposite theme chosen

by the Assembly to mark the fortieth anniversary commemoration. Like all other

anniversaries, that commemoration was a special occasion. By the high level of the

delegations present and by their reaffirmation of their adherence to the Charter,

irrefutable endorsement was provided for a mission and measures for which there has

been no viable substitute or logical alternative in the turbulent world of the

community of nations, which we represent here.

Along with reaffirming its ideals, the General Assembly has also taken note of

criticism by M~~er countries with regard to deficien~ies in the modus operandi of

the Organization. Although reaffirmation of adherence to the purposes and
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principles of the Charter and criticism of the United Nations are equally important

for the life of the Organization, they carry different weight with us.

Reaffirmation of the Organization's purposes and principles constitutes the

fundamental, and most relevant, element of the equation, because renewed adherence

to the ideals of the United Nations justifies and gives constructive meaning to the

criticism. The criticism itself constitutes, and should be understood as, a

commitment to the constant improvement of the organization. In our view, the

critici~m should be understood and accepted as the right of each one of us! the

Members of the Organization, as interested parties, because the united Nations

expresses the will and collective action of its Member countries: any criticism

is, after all, self-criticism.

The General Assembly's adoption of resolution 40/237, by which it created the

Group of High-level Intergovernmental EXPerts to Review the Efficiency of the

Administrative and Financial Functioning of the united Nations, constituted, in our

opinion, the right step towards confronting the serious problems which the present

financial crisis represents.
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We agree with those who urge us to face the fundamental causes of the crisis

and draw attention to the absence of decisive political will as the essential

problem. ~everthel~ss, re,cognition of such a need should not prevent us from
• '" ........4,. ¥,',

facing the problem in its most~~gute manifestations. The financial crisis is here,
. '

- ......:..1.

and we need to deal with it now. -......_-...
*~ .

A ca~eful reading of the repeJrt submitted by the high-level Group of Experts

is an unquestionabie confirm~tion of our assertion. Beyond interests and

intentions whose motivati.ons We question, beyond hard-to-conceal i1Ieasures which

seek to subvert the fundamental principles of the Charter, beyon~~proposalswhose

efficacy we auestion as a viable alternative to the present situation, is the

unquestionable fact that adjustments, reforms in methods and institutions,
~~

elimination of some practices and ,procedures are all required.
"'fl,t.

To maintain~~~~e status qUo or limit the range and efficacy of the numerous
~~~
~~~

recommendations included in the re~!~~in the name of questionable interests,

would be, in our modest opinion, to fall short of our collective responsibility, it
1~~1'

would 'be to put at risk our determination to reform th~ ti~ited Nations into an
-':lli"""".

operative instrument for resolving the problems of our time.

The measure of our success cannot be determined merely by the majorities we

attain in the adoption of various resolutions or declarations, but rather by the

impact and the actions such resolutions may have on the events which occur beyond

the conference rooms of the united Nations

Thus, the necessary point of d~parture and the reference point for our

d~~iberations should be the analysis of the effects that such decisions will have

on those who will'~ake their implementation possible - that is, the Member States

and international public opinion.
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We believe, for- example, that resolution 1514 QXV1 exerted the historic

influence that everyone is familiar with, not only because it corresponded to an

aspiration shared by the great majority of world public opinion but also because

there was a political will for action to put an en~ to colonialism.

This relationship between our decisions ana objective reality is, in our view,

indispensable.

The Assembly will recognize with us, however, that many of the resolutions we

adopt h~re do not respect this relationship - hence they fail to be implemented.

The fortieth session adopted, for example, some 353 resolutions covering areas

as diverse as outer space and the sea-bed. I wonder how many countries were able

to analyse those resolutions and the reference documents, let alone to begin the

implementation process of such measures.

Talleyrand once said that everything that is excessive soon becomes

meaningless. We need to ask ourselves the qu~stion whether such a great number of

resolutions attains the goals to which we aspire. The r2sponaibility for the

increase in perennial questions in successive agendas of the United Nations is

often attributed, implicitly if not explicitly, to the Member States which joined

the Organization as a result of the decolonization process.

We will say on this point that such a situation results from the legitimate

exercise of the rights of each country. Secondly, it is important to keep in mind

that as participants in a system of international relations characterized until our

independence by relationships of dominance and injustice, it is legitimate for us

to use the machinery provided in the Charter for the realization of those

objectives which the Charter itself calls for.
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Our initiatives towards the proces9 of deco1onization, the establishment of a

more just international economic order, and the progressive dev~lopment of

international law, to cite a few examples, all move in this direction.

If we often repeat ourse~ves, &nd if many resolutions are no more than

declarations of intent, this aoes not arise from the deliberate intention to act in

this way, but rather from the lack of political will on the part of our partners in

assuming their responsibilities under the Charter.

We will refer to the question of Namibia as an example. After more than a

decade of deliberations and decisions, it was to be expected that the adoption of

Security Council resolution 435 (1978) would constitute the final stage in the

solution to the Namibian question. To whom should we attribute the responsibility

for the reso1u1tions, conferences and special sessions which took place after

1978? To the Member States which use every means to impose respect for the

decisions of the united Nations or to those which are not in conformity with the

duties and rights pledged in the Charter and the international community?

Recognized as it is today that the arms race, especially in the nuclear

sphere, puts the very existence of humanity in danger, in addition to diverting

important human and financial resources so necessary to resolving present world

problems, to whom should we attribute the responsibility for the deluge of

resolutions adopted every year in the Assembly?

On this subject, I should like to submit the following for the consideration

of the majority that in the Assembly has made the adoption of such resolutions

possible.
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The tenth special session, devoted to disarmament, adopted by consensus a

Final Document containing a Declaration and Prograllllle of ktion which established

the basis of international disarmament, aimed at general and canplete disarmament

under effective international control. While reoognizing the difficulties and

canplexities of the negotiations and the legitimate coocerns of the principal

actors in this process, in truth the arms race continues on its course. To express

our frustration arising from our cootinupd coocern, we need at most two

resolutions: one to express our frustratioo, and the second to renew our appeal to

the super-Powers.

Not being participants in the arms race, let us not be participants in a

"resolution race". let us channel the limited resources of our organization

towards more productive aims, such as suppor t for noo-governmental organizations,

which perform an active role in the mobilization of world public opinion, or

support for research institutions in the disarmament area.

We deliberately direct the attention of representatives to the problems

confrooting our Organizatioo. We have reached this point for two reasoos.

The first rests on the importance and nature we think the general debate

should assume in the con text of our year ly meetings. We under stand the sta temen ts

trade here, not as ends in themselves, bu t ra ther as a process of in tercommunica tion

meant to find the comprehensioo and understanding necessary to search for consensus

and orien ted towards common action.

The seoond reasoo is based on the idea, accepted in diplomatic tradi tioo,

according to lolhich countries have no permanent friends but ra ther permanent

interests. It is the permanent interest of the Democratic Republic of Sao Tome and

Pr incipe that the Uni ted Nations may effectively reach the objectives assigned to

it by the Charter.
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A small island country whose greatest ambition is the attainment of the well-

being and social progress of its. population and whose only aspiration is to share

in the common destiny of the human race, we do not want to be part of, much less an

instrument of, the policies of confrontation between politico-military blocs. We

will not compromise our sovereignty or our dignity in dealings of any kind. We do

not take part in ideological crusades of any nature whatsoever~

We regard as the common heritage of the human race the scientific and social

discoveries and advances under the various economic systems of our planet, and we

claim the right freely and independently to adopt the various contributions of

existing systems which are most in accoraance with our reality and most conducive

to the fulfilment of our aspirations.

Geographically isolated, conditioned by a deliberate cultural isolation,

condemned by the colonial system to a regime of monoculture, we seek, in our

privileged and historic relationship with the African portuguese-speaking countries

and the countries of the subregion of central Africa, ~~1e contours of our identity

and the complementarities necessary to our ~evelopment. Like other countries of

the world, we desire open and advantageous collaboration which will provide us with

the contributions necessary for the optimization of our resources and our

potential. In any event, we are guided in our relations by strict respect for the

Charter and the norms of international law which it legitimizes and inspires. This

is the contribution which we think we can make towards the attainment of the

objectives of the Charter, beyond our modest participation in those actions and

activities which the Charter makes possible.

We will not refer here to our serious concern over the conflicts in western

Sahara, East Timor, Afghanistan, Kampuchea, the Middle East, the Korean Peninsula,

Cyprus and Central America. This is necessary because of constraints of time and
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because the analysis of such situations has already been made and the possiblt!

solutions have already been formulated. The only thing lacking is the {X)litical

will to implement them. Furthetm«e, our positions wUl be shown in the voting

process that will take place dur ing the session. Ne'!1ertheless, I hope I may be

permitted to refer in particular and briefly to the situation in southern Aftica.

An unprecedented consensus among the international comnunity has been noted on

this sooject. After mch hesitatiCX'l, attempts at evasion and dubious canpromises

on the part of certain members of the international colllDunity, today no one

questions the need for mandatory sanctions against the racist South African regime

or the fact that they are the last peaceful means available to compel the South

African Government to dismantle the apartheid system, put an end to its illegal

occupation of Namibia and terminate its direct or indit'ect attacks on the People's

Republics of Angola and MOZallbique, as well as on the other front-line States. We

agree that the sanctions will, in some cases, have devasta ting effects on the

region and on South Africa's own {X)pulation. However, far from constituting a

justificatioo for the failure to apply sanctioos, this should encourage the

international community to take a more canprehensive, effective positioo. The

responsibility does not end with the imposition of sanctioos; quite the contrary.

To ensure effectiveness, it is essential that measures of support for the

neighboUl ing countr ies be adopted simUltaneously.

In the name of the internatiCX'lC4l community, Ml06e ideals have been attacked,

the front-line States, in a demonstration of courage and true internationaJ.ism,

will accept the burden of the consequences which the effects of the sanctions and

the economic might of South Africa will for their economies, already weakened by

the economic crisis affecting the African cCX'ltinent.
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It is the duty of both developed and developing countries to transform our

verbal solidarity into actions of concrete, co-ordinated and universal support.

The Marshall Plan represented for Europe a response to Nazi devastation, and

the countries of southern Africa need similar determined commitment by the

international community. Only in this way will sanctions be an effective response

and not just a fortuitous and inevitable political expedient.

Civilized coexistence among nations presupposes that force will give way to

agreements and negotiations and that relations among nations will be in accordance

with the imperatives of the international legal order. If, historically, the use

of force has been a means of resolving differences, controlling aggressive impulses

or ensuring the victory of true ideals, the bi~th of the united Nations was

intended to establish a new historic period characterized by rejection of the use

of force as an instrument in carrying out certain policies. Even admission of the

principle of the use of force in response to aggression was conditioned by and

subordinated to the failure of all the peaceful measures outlined in the Charter.

The structure built on the objective principles and Articles of the Charter

signed in 1945 and the resulting development of international law which it inspired

and enhanced were intended to initiate and project human coexistence free of the

stigmas of war, whose devastating effects were experienced during the last world

conflict and are being felt even today in several regions of the world.

Do we forget nothing and learn nothing? Today let us affirnl that indeed we

forget nothing, but w€ learn what is essential. We shall not forget

Woodrow Wilson's declaration. He said:

WNo nation should try to extend its power over any other nation or people,

but, rather, every people should be free to determine its own destiny, its own

way of development, without restraints, free from threat or fear, the small

nations as much as the great and powerful ones. w

J
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we shall always bear in mind the essential idea expressed by John P. lteMedy

before this Assembly in 1961:

-Mankind must put an end to war, or 1Iifmr will Plt an end to lIankind.·

<!L'?V.1013, para. 40)

The PRESmmT: On behalf of the General Assembly, I wish to thank the

President of the DeDDcratic Republic of Sao '1'oIIle Md Principe for the important

statement he has just made.

Mr. Manuel Pintn da Costa, President of the DemoClratic Republic of Sao Tome

and Principe, was escorted frOll the General Assemly Hall.
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AGENDA ITEM 9 (continued)

Mr. FARAB DIRIR (Dj ibouti) : I am very pleased to congratulate you mest

sincerely, Sir, on your election as President of the forty-first session of the

General Assembly. Your well-deserved election to this high post, while a tribute

to your great country, with which my own has excellent relations, also bears clear

witness to your personal aualities as a seasoned diplomat. Your inexhaustible

knowledge and vast experience will be an indispensable factor in successfully

guiding our deliberations at this session ~o fruitful results. Let me assure yo~

that my delegation will always be ready to co-operate actively with you in your

efforts to discharge the heavy responsibilities entrusted to you.

Allow me also to take this opportunity to express ~. delegation's appreciation

and gratitude to your predecessor, Ambassador de Pinies of Spain, who, in pr~siding

over the last General Assembly session, showed the competence and devotion that are

characteristic of an able and eK~~~lenced diplomat.

I am also pleased to pay my t~ibute to the United Nations Secretary-General;

Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, for the untiring efforts he is exerting in promoting

and advancing the purposes and principles for the attainment of which the united

Nations was founded.*

We have come here once more to exchange views and focus our attention and

co-operation on important national and international issues whose solution are so

vital to the promotion of international peace and security.

We live in a world where three quarters of the population suffers from extreme

economic difficulties and social maladjustments. Half of this population is so

poor and destitute that there is little hope for it to overcome its misery. It is

*Mr. Ngarukiyintwali (Rwanda), Vice President, took the Chair.
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not therefore difficult to understand that the overwhelming majority of the world's

population has found it very hard to accept a world order in which the scientific

and modern technological advances and achievements benefit only the few and where

the gap between the developed and developing nat~_\s is Widening so much that

global peace and security are endangered.

Last year when we celebrated the fortieth anniversary of the United Nations,

we came up with the inspiring motto of "The United Nations for a Better World5
•

Everyone of us knew then that we needed better negotiations for a better world.

Unfortunately, since the beginning of the global negoti~tions in 1979 no

negotiations between the North and South have s~cceeded in finding remedies or

solutions to the social and economic imbalances that plague our planet today. As a

result, the economic situation in the developing countries, and especially in the

least developed among them, has deteriorated drastically, thus making the

third-world communities so vulnerable to the extreme dangers of man-made and

natural disasters.

The plight of the African continent has been debated at many intern~tional

forums, because Africa has been the victim of one crisis after another for many

years. Severe drc~ght has afflicted many countries; it has subsided temporarily -

although there are many lingering effects - but it has caused incalculable damage

to the environment and ecology and set in motion a chain of irreparable destruction

to both plant and animal life.

Most alarming in the African continent is the precarious food situation

resulting from crop failures. That has been compounded by persistent and prolonged

dr.ought that has devoured both plant and animal life, thus seriously affecting the

livelihood of masses of the popUlation, causing chronic hunger and malnutrition in

many parts of Africa and leading to famine in other parts.
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The African cmtinent, faced with impending ecmomic and social crisis, had to

oonmit itself to the launching of a lmg-term programe of eoonomic and social

development. This African commitment, coupled with the good 'i.dll of the

international oommunity, prompted t.~e General Assembly to aCbpt resolution 40/40 of

2 Decenber 1985, calling for the convening, from 27 to 31 May this year, of a

s:pecial sessim of the General Assembly at the minister lal level to consider in

depth the cri tical eccnomic si tua tion in Africa and to focus on it the

internaticnal attention it deserved.

We were gratified to note the cOllll1endable efforts that were made to ensure the

necessary international good will and the commitment to support the efforts to

alleviate the crisis situation by co-operating with the African Governments on a

bilateral and a multilateral basis - as envisaged in the African Priority Programme

for Economic Reoovery, 1986-1990 and the Progranme of Acticn for Afr ican Fconomic

Recovery and Development, 1986-1990. We appreciate the willingness of the

international oonmunity to contribute to the eoonomic rehabilitation and

development prograrume for Africa - though the extent to which the implementation of

this progranme will be supported remains to be seen.

The African cootinent is endowed wi th abundant agricul tural, animal, mineral

and water resources and has a great. potential for human-resources development,

which, in pursuance of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Lagos Final Act, is to be

given a high pr ior it;{.

It is very impor tant that the attainment of self-sufficiency in food

production in the African cootinent be made ale of the priority targets, in order

to alleviate the constantly worsening food crisis. Both the agricultural and the

industrial sectors should be developed in an integrated manner and should be
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accompanied by the development and the improvement of an adequate transport and

communication system. Significant and serious investment in multifarious

institutions for manpower training, energy resourc~s and material development is

needed to increase the chances of improving social services in education, health,

hygiene, housing and employment. It goes without saying that African countries

need to promote interregional co-operation in all fields that are deemed necessary

for their economic, social and political survival.

The East African countries of Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, the Sudan

~nd Uganda, reaffirming their common desire to combine their efforts in confronting

the dangerous effects of drought and other related natural disasters have, in

conforinity with the provisions of General Assembly resolution 35/90 and subsequent

relevant resolutions, established the Intergovernmental Authority on Drought and

Development (IGADD) and adopted a Plan of Action to promote the specific programmes

and projects needed to strengthen those countries' national and regional capacities

to combat the effects of drought and promote economic and social development. The

necessary arrangements have been finalized for the lGADD Authority to carry out its

responsibility of co-ordinating and supporting the efforts of the IGADD countries

to combat the effects of drought and to deal with the problems of medium- and

long-term recovery and rehabilitation.

Confronting recurrent drought and its ramifications is a formidable challenge

which cannot be easily overcome without the development of suitable and sound

programmes for recovery and reh~bilitation. These programmes cannot be successful

without the full support of the international community for the lGADD countries so

that they can cope effectively with the difficult task of resolving drought

problems in the region.
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It is for this reason that the co.mtries of IGADD reiterate their appeal to

the international comunity for support, and wish to invite the donce countries to

a pledging conference to be held in Djibouti in March next year.

May I at this J:X)int express our sincere appreciation and grati tude to all

those Member States, agencies and organizations that have assisted the countries of

IGADD in their efforts to establish tht' InteI'governmental Authce ity 00 Drought and

De'lelopment.

The nations of the Horn of Africa have always attached great importance to the

development of active regional co-operation amcng themselves. we believe that the

establishment and maintencmce of intergovernmental agencies and organizations will

help to create cooditions ccnducive to greater tolerance, llUtual mderstanding and

good-neighbourliness and thus lead to the developnent of meaningful co-operaticn in

the imprcwement of trade, commerce, cultural exchange and tourism. we also believe

that such co-operation will help to create a climate of trust in which our

differences can be aCCOlIlllDdated and more IIl1tual respect and understanding can be

created in order to benefit all the people of the region.

The Republic of Dj iboo ti is si tua ted in one of the most arid regions in the

world and the scarcity and irregularity of rainfall are impediments to undertaking

any meaningful agricultural development. Although there is the possibility of

exploiting underground water, it will require a considerable amount of financial

resources Ciiid technical expertise. Alb'1ough self-sufficiency in food is a

desirable goal, the climatic conditions an"\ noo-agricultural tradition of the

inhabitants are the ma':'n obstacles to agricultural development.

Livestock had been the principal livelihood of the population before the

development of urban centres. However, the overgrazing of pastoral land and the

recurrent drought have brought about an environmental change whidl means that

• "
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livestock rearing is no longer a viabl" means of subsistence. Consequently the

rural p:>pulatim has bemme more and more dependent on urban centres for their

sustenance.

~ a result of such impediments to agricultural ptodlctim and livestock

rearing, Djibouti is a net importer of almost all the food needed for local

consumption •

In the indtstr ial sector, the country lacks raw mater ials and electr ic pcwer

is too expens ive to be a source pf energy for indus tr ial iza tim. The developmen t

of new and renewable sources of energy could lay the basis for meaningful

industrial development. In this regard, we have accorded priority to the

exploitation of geothermal energy, which is believed to exist in sufficient

quantity to prOl7ide for a substantial part of the energy needs of the country. But

the exploitation of geothermal energy requires technology, capital investment and

skilled professional manpower.

In these circumstances, it is appropriate to accor( Jl)riority to the

development and expansion of the service sector, which constitutes the basis of the

country's economy. But this also will require structural adjustment, vocational

training and imprOl7ement in the quali ty of services, wich in turn will depend on

the availability of the financial resources which Dj ibouti cannot provide.

At present, the COlntry has to cope with difficult ecmomic and financial

problems resulting from multiple adverse factors, such as external debt, inflation,

lB'lemployment, the effects of the last drought and the presence of a considerable

number of refugees from the neighbouring areas.

The Palestinian question and its direct consequence, the situation in the

Middle Fast, have for the last four decades been the main concern of the

international commmity as a source of potential threat to international peace and
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security. As long as the Zimist aggressor:s cootinue to occupy Palestinian and

other Anb lands and persist in their denial of Palestinian rights in defiance of

the relevant resolutions of the thited Nations and the principles of international

law, the Middle Fast will continue to be the powder keg that could blow up at ar..y

time, with incalculable consequences for internatimal peace and security. Every

attempt by the United Nations to find a just and lasting solution to this problem

has been flouted by the Zicnist expansicnists, who perceived the thited Nations

partition plan, creating one Arab Palestinian and one Jewish State, as nothing more

than a bridgehead to be used as a base for future expansicnist aggressions.

As subsequent events have demonstrated, Israel's declared policy has become

the non-recognition not ooly of Palestinian national rights but also of the

existence of the Palestinians as a people, in an attempt to alienate them from the

land on which they have lived since time immemorial. Israel's declaration of

independence signified, at the same time, a declaration of war on the Palestinian

Arab people. The political IIDtivation behind the cold blooded massacre of the

civilian population, including women and children, at Deir Yassin, perpetrated by

Zionist gangs, was to terrorize the inhabitants into pani.c and cause them to flee

the country. Those dangerous developnents led to armed confl lCts that have five

times plungeo the region into bloody destructive wars, each time threatening

international peace and secur ity.

The continuing occupation of the Palestinian a.,d other Arab territor ies by

Israel and the coocomitant oppression and repression of the inhabitants by the

occupying author ities in their dr ive to accelerate the process of colonization and

Judaizaticn, have become an expansicnist strategy to force the Arab inhabitants

into exile so as to make a place for the Jewish immigrants coming from all over the

wodd.
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The Palestinian people have Buffered for a lang t111e. Olless the Olited

Nations, whic::h bears direct responsibility, responds urgently to their plight, the

IIOWlting hostilities will widen into a gl«:lbal conflagraticm. Sporadic acts of

violence and outrage can be eradicated only if the international colIIDunity

addresses itself decisively to the root causes, uhich are none other than the

denial of the inalienable riCJhts of the Palestinian people, and the ziooist

expansiCDist policy. Since this year has been dedicated by the General Assenbly as

the International Year of Peace, it would be approptiate for the United Nations to

take decis lve action on the question of Palestine, which re_ins a constant threat

to international peace and secur ity. The Member States of the United Nations have

already expressed their collective desire in General AsseDlbly resolution 38/58 C to

convene an international conference on peace in the Middle East, under the auspices

of the United Nations. Any peace initiative must oe based on a caaprebensive, just

and lasting solution of the Middle Fast problem, which ensures the complete and

uncCDditianal withdrawal of Israel from the Palestinian and other Arab territories

cccupied since 1967, inclUding Jerusalem, and which enables the people, under the

leadership of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PID), to exercise its

inalienable rights, inclUding the right to return and the right to

self-determination, national independence and the establishment of its independent

sovereign State of Palestine.

In this regard, the Arab Peace plan adopted unanimously at the 12th Arab

summit cCX\ference, held in Fez in Novelllber 1981 and septei10er 1982, and endorsed by

the extraordinary sWllDIit conference of the Arab States held in Casablanca in

August 1985, constitutes a landmark cCX\tribution towards the achievement of a

comprehensive, just and lasting solution in the Middle East.
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The ccntin~ Israeli occupation of southern LebanClft. in defiance of security

COlmcil resolution 509 (1982). is fostering cectarian strife so as to destabUize

tb!! =m try and illpecle the process of na tional mi ty and recons truction in

IA!lbanm. we request the united Natims to discharge its responsibUity by bringing

about the total withdrawal of Israel fraa Lebanese territory.

The intense struqgle of the SOuth African black ujority to rid itself of

apartheid has widened into a critical situatim that calls for the serious

attention of the internatimal C)_unity.
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The apartheid regime of South Africa has condemned the black SOuth African

majority to the most heinous conditions of racial segregation, racism and racial

discriminatio~ and confined it to degrading Mnative reserves·, the so-called

Bantustans, which have become the most common pool for cheap labour to seri1e the

repressive policy of egploitation in the interests of the apartheid regime and its

foreign allies.

Moreover, the South African regime has created a hostile climate that has led

to political and economic destabilization in the southern region and made the

neighbouring s9vereign front-line States vulnerable to South African attacks and

acts of unprovoked aggression against their territorial integrity to prevent them

from extending moral and material support to the liberation struggle of the South

African and Namibian peoples.

It is immoral and inhuman to allow the South African question to stagnate

while the atrocities perpetrated by South Africa continue to cause the

disintegration and destruction of the very fabric of the black South African

society, in flagrant violation of international legality and human tolerance,

merely because the South African regime has shown its lack ~f interest in

negotiating with the interested and concerned parties.

We believe that the racist regime of South Africa will neither abandon its

apartheid practices against the black African majority nor coexist peacefully with

the neighbouring sovereign States unless it is made to buckle under the impact of

concerted and genuine international pressure imPOsed by all developed ~nd

developing nations without any exception.

We urge the peace-loving international community to consider seriously all

aSPects of socia-economic and military sanctions, inclUding full and effective

implementation of the arms embargo against South Africa and especially preventing
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it from acquiring nuclear-weapon capabilities. We also urge the inte~national

community to put pressure to bear on South Africa for the immedia~e release of

Nelson Mandela and other political prisoners.

The South African black majority deservedly needs all the moral and material

support the international community ~n ~enerously extend to it for the success of

its rightful cause. Likewise the front-line States should be supported in their

efforts to defend themselves against the attacks and acts of aggression perpetrated

by the armed forces of South Africa.

All internation~l efforts that could weaken the repressive machinery of the

apartheid regime must be welcomed by all peace-loving nations of the international

community. In this respect, we oupport the commendable proposals made at the

second Paris Conference on sanctions against South Africa to intensify the efforts

to abolish apartheid by tmposing comprehensive mandatory sanctions against South

Africa.

The world has become impatient with South Africa's refusal to terminate its

illegal occupation of Namibia since its Mandate over the Territory was revoked and

terminated by the adoption of United Nations General Asse~ly resolution

2145 (XXI), of OCtober 1966, after which the Territory was placed under the direct

responsibility of the United Nations. Subseauently the Security Council, in its

resolution 264 (1969), of March 1969, declared South Africa's occupation of Namibia

illegal and called upon that regime to withdraw immediately its administration from

the Territory of Namibia.

Defiant to all international appeals and refusing to terminate its illegal

occupation of the Namibian territory, the Pretorial regime intensified its

apartheid practices with increasing military and police repression to subjugate the
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Namibian people so that the apartheid regime woula meet less opposition to its

robbing and squandering of the vast natural and mineral wealth of the Territory.

The encroachment of the apartheid forces has not been limited to Namibian and

South African territories but has gone beyond their borders. The South African

regime, using the Namibian territory as a launching pad, has repeatedly intimidated

and waged war against the neighbouring front-line States so as to destabilize and

disrupt them and prevent them from extending support to the courageous people of

Namibia. It is high time that the international community denounced these acts of

aggression by South Africa and extended adequate moral, material and financial

support to the front-line States to enable them to defend themselves against the

repeated attacks of the apartheid regime of South Africa.

The Namibian people, who have always fought colonization with great

sacrifices, will continue to resist the exploitation of their land and the rapid

depletion of their natural and mineral resources ~~ South Africa and other foreign

economic interests, in contravention of the relevant resolutions of the United

Nations and Decree No. 1 for the Protection of the Natural Resources of Namibia.

We are ~ery confident that the courageous people of Namibia, under the wise

leadership of the South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO) - their sole,

authentic representative - will continue stepping up their rightful struggle for

self-determination and the achievement of full independence. We commend SWAPO's

patience and readiness to sign a cease-fire agreement with the South African regime

within the context of Security Council resolution 435 (1978) without pre-conditions

or further delay. We believe that Security Council resolution 435 (1978) is the

only genuine basis for solutions that can lead to the peaceful independence of

Namibia.
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In this connection, we support the Declaration of the International Conference

for the IlIIlediate Independence of Nuibia, adopted in Vienna, Austria, in

JUly 1986, and the Progr8llllle of Action following thereafter, to IDObilize and

strengthen further international support for the i~iate and unconditi~nal

iaplementation of united Nations Security council resolution 435 (1978). Any other

plan or strategy that deviates froll that of -the United Nations will only increase

the intransigence of South Africa and will encourage it to delay the freedom and

independence of the Namibian Territory.

The international community must exert every effort possible to give to the

Namibian people the moral, financial and material assi~tance needed to counter the

South African aggression and to enable them to carry out their struggle under the

wise leadership of SWAPO - their sole, authentic representative - to gain genuine

freedom and independence.

It is indeed disheartening to find ourselves once again addressing the

fratricidal war between Iran and Iraq that has ravaged the Gulf region for six

years on end. Notwithstanding the steadfast efforts of the Secretary-General of

the United Nationa, the Organization of the Islamic Conference and the Non-Aligned

Movement, the conflict still rages with u~abated intensity, wreaking destruction

upon economic infrastructures that are indispensable to both countries for their

economic and s~ial progress. It is also taking a heavy toll among civilian

populations, especially in the present phase of escalation.

I should like to commend the constructive efforts undertaken by the member

States of the Economic Co-operation COuncil of the Gulf countries in their

endeavour to put an end to this bloody and destructive conflict, which not only is

depleting the human and natural resources of the countries involved but also is

threatening international peace and security. In the present circumstances
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the only reasonable course of action left to the parties concerned is to start

dialogue without any further delay to achieve a peaceful solution of their

differences. In this regard, we appreciate and support the wise and constructive

initiative taken by the Government of Iraq to terainate this senseless carnage and

destruction and its intention to enter into peaceful negotiations leading to the

settlement of the crisis.

It is our hope that the Secretary-General of the United Nations, the

Non-Aligned Movement and the Organization of the Islamic Conference will persevere

in their endeavours to put an end to the conflict and restore peace in the region.

The Chadian question has reaained unresolved for many years, and the

restoration of peace in-the country during that period of tt.e has evaded all

possible solutions, while the sad fratricidal war has continued to ravage the

country's human and material resources. We regret that the commendable mediation

oZforts exerted by several African Beads of State in the search for reconciliation

and peace have been frustrated.
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we urge the canpetent bodies of the Orga'iization of African tllity (OAU) to

continue their C:OIllll~ndable efforts to explexe all possible channels to speed up the

pcocess of peaceful negotiations to achieve national reconciliation and lead to a

lasting political solution for the unification of Chad.

With regard to the conflict in Western Sahara, we reaffirm our position in

support of the sahraoui people in the exercise of their right to

self-determination. In that .tegard we reiterate our support for the consensus

reached within the lOAD to hold a referenmm to allow the people of Western sahara

to exercise their right to self-determination in conformity with the spirit and

resolutions of the OAU.

For several years Afghanistan, a peaceful, developing and nm-aligned country,

has been a victim of foreign intervention, in violation of the purposes and

principles of the united Nations Charter and of the obligatioo of all States to

refrain, in their international relations, from the threat or use of force against

the sO'1ereignty, territor ial integr ity and political independence of any State.

Notwithstanding the persistent call of the inter'.: ~~ooal comml:llity for the

withdrawal of foreign troops from the soil of Afghanistan, the Afghan people

continue to suffer from the brutality of foreign occupation.

It is therefo~e ineuiibent upon the international ooDl1lunity to endeavour to put

an end to the caltinued and serious suffering of the Afghan people and to alleviate

the socio-eoonomic burden of neighbour ing countr ies where millions have sought

refuge. we express our appreciation and support for the secretary-General's

susta ined effor ts and constructive steps in his search for a peaceful solutioo to

the Afghan problem. The si tua tial calls for the urgent achievement of a political

solution that will enable the Afghan people to exercise their full right to

sO'1ereignty by choosing the social, political and ecooomic systems of their

preference, in accordance with their national aspirations.

l.
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It is now eight years since the Kamp1C::bean people fell victim to foreign

military intervention. The persistent call of the overwhelminq majority of the

international community for the withdrawal of foreign troops fran Kamplchea has so

far gone unheeded. We :eHerate once agaitn that the only way to pIt an end to the

plight of the Ka:upuchean people is to ensure the evacuation of foreign forces from

the country et!. the restoration and preservation of the country's independence,

sOI7ereignty and territorial integrity and to allow the KC\mI;Uchean people to choose

freely the system of gOVOi(liUDent they may wish to establish.

The situation that has prevailed on the Korean peninsula since the early 1950s

is fraUght with tensicn. We believe that the best way to foster bf'ttter relatioos

beween North and SOUth .Korea is to create the necessary cooditioraa that would

enable the Koreans th(m~e01ves to undertake a constructive dialogue to resolve their

differences. A 1astin.J .Gettlement can be achieved only if the Koreans themselves

can establish mutual trust without any interference frcm outside.

The international community could not have chosen a better forum than this

body to exchange views on matters so vital to its survival. As the Assembly united

us now, our thoughts cannot escape from the shadows of the gloany pictures of the

world enVironment, plagued with countless civil strifes, confrootations, conflicts

and mass displaccments of population as a '1Sult of the deteriorating third world

economic situatioo, aggravated by the runaway global economy, by unrelenting

natural disasters and by prevalent uncertainties in international ecooomic

relations.

The ceaseless cry for help of the hundreds of millioos of people suffer ing in

squalid misery, starvatioo and abject pcwerty and of the tens of millions of

homeless refugees and displaced per sons, as well as the un bear able human slJffer ing

all OI7er the world, add darker clouds to these gloomy ~ictures tha t have always

crowded the panorama of our daily thoughts.
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Despite all that, our stroog faith in numan solidarity in times of crisis has

taught us to trust that the spirit of true co~peration and understanding aRDlg the

nations of the w«ld will preltail over the consequent fears and suspicion emanating

from such unremitting hardships.

we are confident that our need to live together in a peaceful and secure

envuonment will transcend the reluctant and stunning statemate in global dialogue

and lead to better survival. OUr wisdom and deep foresight in safeguarding our

intere'?f!!1dent relationship will pragmt1cally guide our endeavours in all matters

that influence the wellbeing of our world, in accordance with the purp:»ses and

principles enshrined in the tbited Nations Charter.

Hr. OOGERSUREN (Mongolia) CCinterpretatioo from Russian) ~ I should like

to assure you, Sir, that the Mongolian delegation associates itself with the warm

words of congratulation that have been conveyed both to you and to the President by

preceding speakers in connection wi th your unanimous elections to i'Our respective

offices to preside OI1er the forty-first sessioo of the General Assembl1. we are

hOpeful that the President's rich diploIlBtic experience, canpetence and high sense

of duty will greatly promote the success of this sessioo.

On behalf of the Go'Iernment of the Moogol ian ~eople 's Re poolic , it is also my

pleasure to extend a cordial greeting to the united Natioos secretary-General,

Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, and to wish him eltery possible success.

The p:esent sessioo of the united Nations General Assembly is a partieulaly

meaningful ooe. It is being held in the year proclaimed by commoo consent as the

International Year of Peace. That important. decision reflects the growing anxiety

of the w«ld commlnity OI1er the current canplex internatlooal situation and its

resolve to exert every effort to check further deter ioratioo of the situation and

the escalation of the nuclear threat.

..
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Prevention of a nuclear war and safeguarding peace is a difficult but

attainable objective. The current world situation demands the removal of the old

stereotypes such as the doctrines of -ccntainment-. or -deterrence-. They have

become outdated. It is essential to undertake without delay concrete and effective

measures leading to radical changes from nuclear rivalry to a nuclear-free world,

from confraatation to co~peration, frOll the arras race to disaraament.

l'Ilat is the stWlbling-block to such a change in international relations so

vital for mankind?

The root cause of the evil lies primarily in the policy and practical actions

of the most aggressive circles of imperialiSlll, first and foreJlO6t the

military-industrial complex of the United States of America. They seek to attain a

military-strategic superiority and to achieve their neo-glcbalistic objectives

through blackmail, sSlctions and acts of State terrorism, including armed

intervention against comtries and peoples who refuse to Submit to their diktat.

____,11....- , _
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The militaristic and revanchist approach to such fundaJlle~tal issues of the day

as questions of war and peace and the right of peoples freely to decide their OWT.1

destiny is fraught with the MOst disastrous consequences 'or the whole of mankind.

Imperial policy is counterbalanced by the growing peace potential represented

by the world socialist QOmmunity, the non-aligned countries and other peace-loving

States, the anti-war and anti-nuclear tIlOVeJleiUts and the forces of common sense.

The year 1986 is marked by active endeavours and fresh initiatives aimed at

preventing a nuclear war, ending the arms race and improving the international

situation.

The proposal on the question of establishing a comprehensive system of

international security, submitted by the socialist countries for consideration at

this session, represents the most rational approach to ensuring universal peace.

It is designed to lay down the bases fot collective security in the military,

political, economic, social and humanitarian fields.

The way to establish the most decisive component of such a system-is proposed

in the concrete programme worked out by the Soviet Union to deliver mankind from

nuclear and other types of mass-destruction weapons by the end of this century.

This programme has been complemented by the Budapest Appeal by the Warsaw Treaty

States addressed to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) States and all

other European countries. It envisages a wide range of concrete measures for

reducing the armed forces and conventional armaments in Europe, a matter which is

also of global importance.

The statement of the Soviet Government of 23 April this year and the speech in

Vladivostok, by Mr. Gorbachev, General Secretary of the Central committ~e of the

Communist Party of the Soviet Union, outlined a host of practical measures designed

to improve the international situation in Asi~ and the Pacific, consolidate mutual

• j----------------------
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confidence and promote good-neighbourliness and co-operation between the countries

of the region. Last, but not least, it should be recalled that at the previous

General Assembly session the socialist countries submitted a comprehensive proposal

on international economic secur~.ty.

Thus, the new proposal by the socialis~ countries is built on the solid asset

of their previous proposals related to reducing the nuclear threat and military

confrontation and promoting detente and peaceful co-existence through the active

interaction and co-operation of States.

A comprehensive system of international security envisages that the collective

security of all nations on a mutual and eauitable basis will be ensured. The

co-sponsors proceed from the premise that the security of a State or a group of

States cannot be safeguarded at the expense of others.

This initiative of the socialist countries further strengthens the relevant

provisions of the United Nations Charter on the system of collective security. Its

objective is to give practical effect to these provisions, duly taking into account

the realities of the nuclear-space Qge. The Mongolian People's Republic has

co-sponsored this new initiative.

At the nineteenth Congress of the Mongolian People's Revolutionary Party, held

in late May this year, Comrade Jambyn Batmunkh, General Secretary of the Party

Central Committee and Head of State, pointed out that a comprehensiv~ system of

international security is designed to make peaceful co-existence the highest

universal principle of relations between nations. As a co-sponsor we have also

borne in mind the provisions of the United Nations Declaration on the Right of

Peoples to Peace, which makes i~ incumbent upon every State to take concrete

measures for the implementation of this basic right of peoples.

---------',--------------------_...'---
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The delegation of the Mongolian People's Republic appeals to all Member States

of the United Nations to give thorough consideration to the ideas contemplated in

the new proposal of the socialist countries and to contribute to their practical

achievement.

The Mons~lian delegation notes with satisfaction that the spirit and content

of the Harare Declarations adopted by the Eighth SUllll1it Conference of the

non-aligned countries are consistent in many respec~s with the objectives of the

proposal of the socialist countries. Here I wish to quote from the report of the

Secretary-Gcaneral, Mr. Perez de Cuellar, regarding an idea which is along the same

lines as our£:

•••• in a world where the destinies of all countries are almost certain to

become ever more closely linked, there can be no substitute for an effective

multilateral system in the maintenance of international peace and security and

in the co-operative management of global problems.- (A/41/l, pp. 2-3)

Every practical step that promotes the achievement of the important goal of

comprehensive security is indeed of great importance.

The Mongolian People's RepUblic, like the overwhelming majority of States,

highly values the widely acclaimed" unilateral moratorium on all nuclear explosions

declared by the Soviet union over a year ago and extended until the beginning of

next year. Were it to become mutual and multilateral, a reliable barrier would be

placed in the way of th2 further qualitative improvement of nuclear arms. My

delegation calls upon all other nuclear-weapon States, above all the United States,

to join in the moratorium and to start wor~in9 out an agreement on a comprehensive

ban of nuclear-weapon tests. It welcomes the r-eadiness of the Soviet Union,

reaffirmed at this session, to sign such an agreement at any tUne.

, /I
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The Ma1golian People's Republic hiC#lly appreciates the efforts of Argentina,

Greece, India, Mexico, ~nzania and SWeden, which have offered practical prop:>sals

to cc:ntribute to the banning of nuclear tests and the adoption of other measures

aimed at curbing the nuclear arms race.

A tangible step towards preventing the outbreak of a nuclear war would be for

all nuclear-weapon Powers, following the example of the tl1ion of SOI7iet SOcialist

Fepublics and the Chinese People's Republic, to undertake not to be the first to

use nuclear weapons. Such a step would certainly cmtribute to strengthening the

atmosphere of trust between States, and also enhance the security of

non-nuclear-weapon states.

The lobngolian People's Republic supports all prop:>sals and practical steps

aimed at creating nuclear-free Zales and corridors in Europe, Asia and other

regims, and views them as important measures promoting the goals of nuclear

disarmament.

While welcoming the progress achieved in the talks at the Cmference on

Disarmament on banning chemical weapons, my delegation would like especially to

emphasize the need for the earliest achievement of an agreement a1 banning that

barbaric means of the mass annihilation of human beings.
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The international community should not allow existing treaties and agreements

in various fields of arms limitation to be undermined. Strict observance of the

obligations undertaken by all sides constitutes an indispensable prereauisite for

achieving agreements in new fields.

We note with satisfaction that despite the existing real difficulties, as well

as obstacles, that are often artificially erected by certain quarters, the contacts

and dialogue between the USSR and the united States, the two leading Powers, are

becoming of a more active and practical·character.

The Mongolian People's Republic welcomes the forthcoming Soviet-American

summit meeting on 11-12 OCtober of this year in Reykjavik. We hope that this

summit meeting will pave the way for achieving practical agreements in the field of

the limitation and subsequent elimination of nuclear and other weapons of mass

destruction as well as in preventing the militarization of outer space.

Facts show that progress would depend upon the extent to which the united

States side displays the necessary degree of responsibility commensurate with the

importance of the measures to be agreed upon.

In this age of scientific and technical progress the uses of its achievements

for the benefit of man has become an objective of top priority. In the first

place, this relates to the exploitation of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes and

the peaceful uses of outer space. Mongolia supports the convening of an

international conference to consider material, political, legal and institutional

bases for concerted action in peaceful uses of outer space. My Go?ernment endorses

the efforts being made within the framework of the International Atomic Energy

Agency (IAEA) to ensure the safety of nuclear energy use. It will accede to the

two important conventions adopted at the recent special session of the lAEA General

Conference.

My Government welcomes the outcome of the Stockholm Conference on Confidence
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and security Building Measures and Disarauaent in Burope as a real cmtribution to

the redlction of military oonfrmtaticn, to strengthening security in &1rope, and

as an eXCIIlple of reasonable cc.prOllise 2IIld reali.. we hope that the spirit of

Stockholm will have a favour able iJIlpact on the wor k of the for thcoaing November

follow-up meeting of the representatives of the coWltries at the Conference and

likewise on the Vienna negotiations on the re&lctim of armed forces and armaments.

International peace would be considerably strengthened if hotbeds of tensions

and crisis situations were eliminated in various parts of the world. It is

regrettable, however, that regimal cmflicts in various parts of the wocld not

cmly persist but sOlletimes even aggravate and threaten to undermine the basis of

lmiversal security.

Many of the regicmal conflicts are taking place in the Asia-Pacific region.

The Middle East crisis, the Iran-Iraqi cmfliet, the lmdeclared war against

Afghanistan and the ~OI7ocationS against KallllpUchea sow death and devastation and

poiscm the atmosphere on the cootinent and throughout the wcxld.

The M:mgolian People's Republic supports the convening of an internaticmal

cmference on the Middle East Wlder Ollted Nations auspices with the participation

of all interested parties, including the Palestine Liberaticm Organization (PLO).

To this end we deem it desirable to ~each agreellent, at this session of the General

Assembly, to establish a ~ePl!lratory colIIDittee which would include all the

permanent meubers of the security Council.

The crux of the Middle Fast settlement lies in the emrcise by the Palestinian

people of its right to the establishment of its own independent State and in the

conplete liberation of all Arab territor ies occupied by Israel since 1967.

Mongolia supports the strengthening of the naticmal independence and terri ~cria1

integr ity of Iebanoo.
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We add our voice to appeals by the world community to the Governments of Iran

and Iraq to put an immediate end to their military actions and to enter into

peaceful negotiations aimed at resolving the outstanding disputes between them.

Our Government firmly supports the proposal on a comprehensive solution of the

Cyprus problem on the basis of full respect for its independence and territorial

integrity.

We consider that a favourable prerequisite for political settlement of the

situation around Afghanistan has been created by the decision of the Governments of

the Soviet Onion and the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan to withdraw this year a

considerable part of the Soviet military contingent from Afghanistan. We hope that

this act of good-will will meet with a positive response. A necessary guarantee

for the cessation and non-recurrence of outside interference in the affairs of

Afghanistan should be worked out. The Government of the Mongolian People's

Republic duly appreciates the efforts by the onited Nations Secretary-General and

his SPecial Representative towards bringing about a political settlement to this

problem.

The Mongolian People's Republic is in favour of turning South-East Asia into a

zone of peace, stability and co-operation. Cessation of encroachments upon the

independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of the People's Republic of

Kampuchea and the bellicose acts against the other countries of Indochina would

greatly benefit the efforts made to create an atmosphere of mutual understanding

and confidence in the region. My delegation reaffirms again the continuing support

of its Government to the constructive approaches taken by Viet Nam r Laos and

Kampuchea and to their consistent efforts to stabilize the situation in South-East

Asia.
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My Government, as before, lends ite ~sistent support to the proposals of the

Democratic People's Republic of Korea on ~h!! withdrawal of AIlerican troops and

armaments from the south of the Korean·peni~sula, on the creation of a nuclear-free

zone there, and to this end the initiation of tripartite negotiations. Realization

of these measures would create an atmosphere conducive to the peaceful

reunification of Korea and would substantially help to improve the situation in the

Far East.

The situation in the Asia-Pacific region has been aggravated by the growing

United States military presence and the build-up of its nuclear arsenals there,

especially in South Korea and around Japan. The latter is being increasingly drawn

into the orbit of the miiitary-strategic schemes of washington, including

participation in research on the so-called Strategic Defence Initiative. Attempts

to turn the Asia-Pacific region into another arena of military and political

confrontation are being accelerated.
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To halt and reverse the negative development of events in Asia and the

Pacificr it is t.perative that a common search for ways and means of promoting the

idea of a COIIPrehensive systell of regional security be intensified. In that

connectionr I should like to draw the attention of the Assembly to the proposal of

the Mongolian People's Republic for the creation of international machinery that

would proscribe the use or threat of force in relations between Asian and Pacific

states. Consistent compliance with that principle as an accepted norm in relations

among States of the region would undoubtedly contribute to the stabilization of the

situation and the consolidation of the foundations of peace and security.

The nineteenth Congress of the Mongolian People's Revolutionary Party

underlined the fact that the complexity of the current situation calls for all

States of the regionr large and sma1l r to explore together means of achieving

regional security and to take collective action to solve crisis situations and

outstanding problems. We believe that the time is ripe for engaging more actively

in political consultation and dialogue on a bilateral and multilateral basis and

assessing the feasibility of convening r at some later date r an Asian-Pacific forum

devoted to problems of regional peace and security.

The threat of armed intervention against Nicaragua is becoming ever greater.

Attempts are being made to export counter-revolution with the help of traitors to

the Nicaraguan peopler to stem its revolutionary gains and to compel it to retreat

from its chosen path.

The Mongolian People's RepUblic supports the constructive approach of the

sandinista Government of Nicaragua with regard to a peaceful solution to the

Central American problem. The Mongolian people will continue to stand by the

Nicaraguan peopler which is defending its independence and freedom with great

courage. We support the efforts of the Contadora group and the Support group aimed
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at lessening tension in Central America and the Caribbean and finding political

solutions to the urgent problems of the region.

The explosive situation in SOuth Africa poses a serious threat to world

peace. The people and Government of the Mongolian People's Republic resolutely

condemn the racist regime of SOuth Africa, which seeks to perpetuate at any cost

the inhumane system of apartheid. We fully support the Declaration of the World

Conference on Sanctions against Racist South Africa, which called for the immediate

imposition of comprehensive mandatory sanc~ions against the Pr~toria regime under

Chapter VII of the united Nations Charter. Apartheid has no place in our world and

it should be eradicated once and for all. We demand the immediate release of

Nelson Mandela and other patriots in South Africa and reaffirm our solidarity with

the African National Congress of South Africa (ANe).

The South African regime, relying on the united States policy of so-called

constructive engagement, is pursuing an expansionist policy in southern Africa.

OUr Government strongly condemns the armed aggression and acts of destabilization

ceaselessly committed by the Pretoria regime against Angola, Zambia, Zimbabwe,

Mozambique and other front-line States.

The problem of granting immediate independence to the Namibian people

continues to focus the attention of the international community. This is evidenced

by the results of the International Conference held in Vienna as well as the

special session of the General Assembly which has just ended its work. Full

implementation of the decisions adopted at those important forums will undoubtedly

help to boost the efforts of the international community to put an end to the

illegal occupation of Namibia and to speed up the granting of independence to

Namibia, in accordance with the relevant United Nations resolutions. The Mongolian

people's Republic supports the South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO), the

sole legitimate representative of the Namibian people.
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My delegation fully supports the decisions of the eighth Conference of Heads

of State or GoVernment of Non-Aligned Countries on the problems of southern Africa

and on intensifying the struggle against apartheid.

The Mongolian People's Republic is in favour of granting unconditional and

immediate independence to the peoples of Micronesia, Puerto Rico and other

dePendent Territories.

The Mongolian People's RepUblic most resolutely condemns acts of terrorism, no

matter what their motivation. At the same time, we assail the actions of those

who, under the guise of fighting terrorism, resort to brute force and armed

aggression against other sovereign States, as was the case with regard to the

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya.

The struggle of peoples for their national liberation has now entered a new

phase in their fight to achieve genuine economic independence and social progress.

We fully support the intensification of efforts to establish a new

international economic order based on justice and equality. Such a need is

particularly overriding in the light of the deteriorating economic conditions in

the developing countries. Their growing external debt, which now exceeds $1

billion, has become an a~esoge challenge. There is an urgent need to introduce

basic and structural changes in the economic relations between the leading Western

Powers and the developing countries and to carry out practical measures aimed at

ensuring genuine economic security for all States. It is quite natural to eXPeCt

this issue to become a central point in the deliberations of this session of the

General Assembly.

Twenty-five years have passed since my country's admission to the United

Nations. The Mongolian People I s Republic has done its best throughout that pel:'iod

to contribute to the improvement of the effectiveness of the United Nations as an
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instrument for maintaining international peace and security. On the initiative of

the Mongolian People's Republic, the united Nations adopted a decision to observe

every year a week devoted to fostering tbe objectives of disaDlUN!nt. The

Declaration on the Right of Peoples to Peace has also been adopted. we try to take

an active part in the activities of the Organization in social and b~nitarian

fields. Our delegation intends to propose at this session of the General Asseab1y

the proclamation of a United Nations campaign for the eradication of illiteracy.

The campaign could cover a period lasting to tbe year 2000.

We share the opinion that the root cause of the difficulties the United

Nations is at present Undergoing is first and forelBOst political and for that very

reason has implications for the Organization far beyond the state of its finances.

The role of the United Nations as a multilateral forum for broad co-operation

among States is acquiring even greater significance. Therefore, those who attempt

to undermine it ale assuming a serious responsibility before world public opinion.

From this high rostrua, my delegation would like to reiterate the CORmitment

of the Government of the Mongolian People's Republic to the purposes and principles

of this most prestigious world body.
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join other heads of delegations 1I1ho have pceceded IIle to this rostrum in conveying

to Bis Eltcellency Hr. Bumayun Rasheed Chouatury congramlations on his election to

the presidency of the General AsseDbly at its forty-first sessicn. I take this

opportunity also to wish hiJll every success throughout his term as President of the

General Asselllbly. Bis wisdcm, great experience and IIIOderation are the best

guarantee of success in this forum.

I wish particularly to pay a tribute to the previous President of the General

Assemly, Bis Excellency Mr. Jaime de Pinies, for his successful handling of the

tiOr k of the Asseably at its for tieth session.

I express my country's gratitude to the secretary-General, Bis Excellency

Hr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, for the cODlDendable efforts he has oonstantly made to

achieve the purposes of our Organ iza tion - peace, securi ty and well-being for all

mankind - and to work tr..>wa~ds more suruPJlous oompliance with and the

implementation of its resolutions. we thank him too for the very special attention

he has devoted· to my coun try, Iebanal, which does him credi t as a man of conscience.

My comtry has always been unswervingly camnitted to the Charter and the

resolutioos of the United Nations. Not for a single day, despite the crisis that

has shaken it, has Lebancn failed to play its IOOdest role as a Menber of this

Organizatioo. We have an unshakable faith in the principles of the United Nations

and view it as a supreme forum for saving mankind from the scourge of war - whether

regiooal or world-wide - for improving the eoonomic, social and cultural conditions

in which people live, and for prOlInting the advent of a better world.

We thus believe that it is the duty of all MeuDer States to lavish on the

Organization all the uaterial and rncxal assistance it requires, and to support the

Secretary-General in his efforts. The United Nations must survive for the sake of

the future of mankind. If it is true that we bear a collective responsibility, it

is no less true that it is a pr ior ity 00 the part of the two super-Pcwers to
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pt01lDte calcord aamg nations, to assure internatimal peace cmd security and to

objectives necessar ily imolve adequa te preventim, deterrence cmd repression of

aggressiCX1, the granting of the right of self-determi.nation to peoples, and the

elimination of the injustices that threaten them, in the framework of greater

respect for the dignity of the human persm.

The agenda of this session is certainly not short of important topics for

deliberation. But we insist that Lebanm not be forgotten~ in return, we undertake

as far as possible to help solve the thexniest problems. Delaying decisions is no

solution~ it can ooly add to the existing complexity of the problEom and lead to the

proliferation of resolutions.

Once again, the agonizing problem of Lebanm has come to the fore, as it has

for 11 years without interrupticm, 11 years of deliberations in the course of which

all Members have become familiar with all aspects of the problem, 11 years that

make it unnecessary for me now to dwell in too mch detail on 1lihat everycme now

calls the -hornets' nest- of Lebanm. When it was a country standing tall, Lebanm

never failed to respond in defence of a just cause. The walls of this Hall will

remember this, and they still ring with the resounding appeals made from this

rostrtml. *

Lebancm's tribulations began in 19751 our scarred people's wounds, still

gaping, attest to its martyrdan, as spoken of by the heads of delegation who have

mounted this rostrum ye~r after year. What can I add that is not already known? I

wish ally to recall a few basic facts.

Whether deliberately, out of ignorance, or trying coyly to hide their face,

the media go on repeating that the war in Lebanon is a civil war.

*Mr. Dato Bais Yatim (Malaysia), Vice-President, took the Chair.
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'lbday, I wim to aver as a un of conscience tibose words will be calfirJlled by

history, that the war ravaging the land of Leb2llal is in no wise a civil war: not

in its scope, not in its intensity, not in its very essence. In Lebanal, brother

has not taken up sword aga inst brother. Despi te its plural.is., Lebi!llal is a mosaic

held together by the ceaent of nationalise Qlce the pr:edatocy vultures stop

tearing it apart, the ~ will end forthwith., the unity that has been fragmented

will be reatoced in our ravaged comtry, and t-=other will ellbrace m:other.

As I said, Iebanese society is a heterogeneous blend, but the Lebanese

people - wi th all the groups that make it up - has deep roots in the land from

which it draws its life-blood. Although it has been bOIled by tribulatiCX1, nothing

has been able, nor will it be able, to uproot that age-old cedar. First and

foremost, lebanCl\ is a people, whose vital forces need secur ity and quiet if their

creative energy is to be released.

Lebanm is the lebanese, thirsting for peace and reoonciliaticn in their

homeland, a mited homeland from 1l1bich tears and suffering are banished. A people

which death has daily haunted for II lCl\g years without being able to vanquish it

totally, without ever extinguishing the life that runs with passion and

determination in its veins, is a people with Aany branches, but nene the less

belCl\ging to a single trunk, rooted in the same land.

That is why I have just said that nothing could be further from the truth than

talking of the events in Lebanon as a civil war, 1iilatever the appearances my be.
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The problem of Lebanon is - to be qui te objective - a tangled web of 'many

skeins, of internal, regional and international factors. The war in Lebanoo has

three elements; first, internal dissension aRlOO9 the Lebanese cClDparable to that

found quite naturally among members of the same fami1y~ secondly, the regional

nature of a cooflict liihich hal; been added to the Israeli-Arab dispute~ and,

finally, the international dimensim, because of the rivalry of the great POrIers in

the regime i'l'lile it is true that the solutioo b) each problem can l~e found by

attacking the root causes of it, this is the equation that is found on taking up

one by ooe the three canpooent factcxs that I have jUi:lt mentioned.

First, at the internal level., there is nOrl a dialogue going on between the

various Lebanese parties cau:erned, on the ini tia tive of the President of the

Lebanese Republic, Sheikh Amin Gemayel, and this has been welcomed by the Bead of

GoYernment, Hr. Rashid Karami, and the memers of his Government. Let us hope that

it will lead to a lasting agreement among the Lebanese that is not constantly

threatened by discuptioo, an agreement enshrining a true osmosis, not simply

ooexistence~ concord, not merely a concordat~ an agreement forging an authentic

natioo, not a pale reflection of one. That is why we are counting on this dialogue

to leaa Lebanoo to calmer waters, pinning great hopes on the wisdom of its leaders

and the heads of the vacious political factions. Internal unity is the bulwark

against whic::h the violent winds from outside have no effect.

Lebanon will gain four main advantages frOll this unity. These are; the

definitive ending of the war, to the great satisfaction of Lebanese and

non-Lebanese alike~ Ute establishment of the lasting security to ._.ich the Lebanese

aspire and which is as necessary to them as bread, air and light~ amendment of the

Lebanese Constitution and legislation to ensure greater justice and equality of

opportunity for all Lebanese, and the fulfilment of the dreams and aspiratioos of
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the Lebanese within a more amited Lebanal, with strengthened institutions - reforms

made necessary by the attempts to divide us, which can only weaken our country and

pclStpale i ts salvatia1~ and natiCXlal reconstruction and the restoration of

everything that the war has destroyed throughout these long years of tragedy.

Then all these of goodwill will amite in this common endeavour, the people of

Lebanal will speak in a single voice in favour of a scwereign, free and independent

Lebanal, not a piece of straw being tossed about by the waves, not the fragile prey

of hungry vultures, but a stroog Lebancn, stralg because of the force of its

people, its nother Earth, its history and its civilizatial.

At the regialal lev'el, everyone is aware that in 1982 Israel invaded Lebanal,

occupying part of its territory, in violation of the tbited Nations Charter and the

nost elementary rules and customs of internatialal law. The secur ity Council

adopted resolution 425 (1978), in "Ihich it called upon Israel to wi thdraw fortbwi th

from all Lebanese territory occupied by it, called for the restoratial of

international peace and security and for assistance to the GOI7ernment of Lebanon in

regaining control of all its territory in order to make southern Lebanal a Zale of

peace and security and established the thited Nations Int~rim Force in Lebanon

(UNIFIL), to be entrusted with a special mission.

On 6 June 1982 the security Coamcil adopted resolution 509 (1982), demanding

that Israel withdraw unconditionally from Lebanal's internationally recognized

borders. That did not prevent Israel from Caltinuing to occupy a part of southern

Lebanal, colIIDitting me act of aggression after another, with the assistance of

armed forces trained and financed by it, and stopping UNIFIL from discharging the

mission entrusted to it amder resolutial 425 (1978) and subsequent resolutions.

Israel must withdraw from all occupied Lebanese territory. Until it does so,

the continued presence of tJt>YlFIL is indispensable. Lebanat wants UNIFIL to remain
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and asks that it be enabled without further delay to fulfil its mission more

effectively. Alth0U9h it is now eight and a half years since it was set up, it

has, lBlfortunately, still prOlTed powerless to ensure Israeli withdrawal, to prevent

the invasioo of Lebanon in 1982 and to remove the aggressor from our territory.

Lebanon deplores the incidents of which UNIFIL has been the victim since its

establishment, whoever the perpetrators may have been, and particularly those that

took place at the end of August and the beginning of septellber last.

I reaffirm here that the people and Government of Lebancn are unanimous in

their desire to imprOl7e the security of this Force. Lebanon is ready to cootribute

to all efforts in this connection. HQlever, we call for a review by the secur ity

Council of the role of UNIFIL. we share the concern of memers of the Council from

the troop-contr ibuting countr ies and of the secretary-General to ensure the

securi ty of the peace-keeping forces, which are the largest in the world.

Lebanon is prepared to send UNIFIL a reinforcement contingent to help in the

implementation of resolution 425 (1978), tribic:h calls for Israeli wi thdrawal and the

deployment of UNIFIL up to the internaticnal borders of Lebanon.

I take this opportmtity to say how horrified Lebanon is at the attacks against

UN IF IL, and I wish to pay cne las t tr ibute to the memory of the officer s and men

who have lost their lives. The heartfelt ccndolences of Lebanal go to the

Governments of the victims and their families, and in particular the Governments of

France and Ireland. Lebanon thanks all the States that have given financial or

logistic support to these troops, especially Sweden, which has increased its

participation by prOl7iding UNIFIL with a logistic l.I'lit.
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Not content with pursuing its occupation of Lebanese lands, Israel, feels

duty-bound to violate the integrity of Lebanese air and sea space. If Israel does

not withdraw and its acts of aggression continue, the future of the region will be

uncertain, for the pe!Ople of Lebanon is resolved to free its land and to vanquish

the occupier by practising legitimate resistance, which can only increase in view

of the inhuman acts of aggression Israel has- persisted in imposing on Lebanon.

We believe that liberating south ~ebanon is a national duty and that resisting

the occupier is a legitimate act under international law, whether written or

customary. Every state that has ever experienced the bitterness of occupation has

always resisted, adding to its history pages of fierce,struggle, proudly written in

the blood of its valiant resistance fighters. The General Assembly must know that

the Lebanese leaders and heads of the popular factions have repeatedly stated that,

once Israeli withdrawal has been achieved, Lebanon will never allow the pre-l982

situation to recur in the south.

We categorically reject the policy authorizing that country to undermine

Lebanese sovereignty and independence because of its perceived need to ensure its

own security. The Lebanese are not the depository of the. security of Israel, nor

are they responsible for policing its borders. They are responsible only for the

adoption of security measures within Lebanese borders and do not accept any

agreement that would impinge upon the sovereignty of their country.

I can assure th..:! Assembly that the implementation of resolution 1125 (1978) -

complete withdrawal of Israel and restoration of Lebanese sovereignty over the

whole of Le~anese territory - is a basic element to the solution of the problem

that gave rise to the war. I cannot fail to take this opportunity to appeal to the

Arab nations. For some of them, Lebanon has become a focal point for their own

problems and differences. Eleven years after the beginning of this deadly war

their eyes have been opened to the fact that the tragedy being played out in our

------------- ------~
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country affects them too and that the conflagration which has engulfed Lebanon is

now on their own doorstep. Yes, the Ara~ countries are indeed firmly resolved to

root out this cancerous excrescence which has not spared them either. With their

assistance we can rebuild our devastated country for the greater good of us all.

I come now to the international dimension of the Lebanese conflict. The war

of Lebanon, ann we have made this point before, results from the inability to agree

on a just, comprehensive, lasting solution to the problem of the Middle East and

the obstinancy in linking Lebanon with the c~isis that besets the region as a

whole. We have constantly called for a solution to be found to this problem as

soon as possibl~ and we have given unambiguous support to the convening of an

international conference· on this SUbject with the participation of all parties

concerned.

Is it not therefore unfair that it is Lebanon, a small country so desirous of

peace and tranquility that has been spared neither suffering nor tribulation, that

is payin~ the cost of this inability to resolve these problems that go far beyond

the context of its national borders?

We appeal to our friends thrQughout the world - in particular the United

States and the Soviet Union - to help us to put an end to our trials without

linking our problem to the problem Of the Middle Eaot as a whole. Furthermore, I

am convinced that the solution to the problem of Lebanon is one of the key elements

to the settlement of the Middle East conflict.

The crisis that has beset Lebanon for 11 years has brought in its wake an

alarming political and social situation further compounded by the Israeli invasion

of 1982 and the continued occupation of the south, as well as a distressing

economic and financial situation that Lebanon alone is not able to put right. Our

losses - in lives and material damage - are incalculable.
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In order to rebuild what the war has destroyed, we need the contributions of

the Arab countries, friendly countries and international organizations, as well as

the united Nations and its specialized agencies, in keeping with the resolutions of

the Arab swmnit, the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly. We urge

that Lebanon be helped to effect its economic recovery and to improve the lot of

its sons in distress or displaced and to help tend their wounds.

Frequently the mention of terrorism or certain terrorist acts brings with it

the mention of Lebanon. Let me state from this rostrum that Lebanon knows the

difference between resistance and terrorism. While resistance is legitimate when

it is a question of r~storing the rule of law on a territory freed from foreign

occupation and within the context of regained sovereignty, the same cannot be said

of terrorism, which we most vehemently reject and condemn.

Everybody here knows that Lebanon is one of the victims of terrorism and that

it has been SUffering from terrorism more than any other country. Bow many

innocent lives have been cut down, how many citizens have been forced rnto exile,

how many orphans or invalids have been victims of this war~*

*The President returned to the Chair •
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Although, unfortunately, Lebanon has become for some a springboard to lalmch

terrorist acts - because part of its territory is not under the con'trol of the

central Government - are we not entitled to think that if that Government were in a

position to regain, inch by inch, control over its natiooal territory and to

restore public order there, that would in itself remOl7e this scourge of lIOdern

times and the resulting shadow that looms over everyone, Lebanese and nm-Lebanese

alike? That is the task we are tackling, and it is here that the assistance of the

international co1'lllllmity is the most necessary, in order to enable Lebanoo - through

the implementation of this Organization's resolutions - to regain its security,

territor ial integr ity and complete sovereignty, in its own interest and in the

interest of everyone.

After that brief review of the facts, I wish to make some c01'llllents.

First, since its establishment, the tllited Nations - and I should like to say

for the r eoor d that Lebanm was one of the founding Member s - has had the

responsibility of protecting the small states that do not have the resources to

ensure their own defence, in a world where the law of the jungle is said to be the

best law. And Lebanm, which is a small country, needs the confidence of others

and looks to this Organization to fulfil the wishes of its people. That is Why we

hope that the Un i ted Na tions will rema in an effective Organ iza tion, meni tor ing

compliance with the law and taking into consideration the aspiratims of States to

sovereignty and independence, with respect for humanitarian values. Only then will

we be able to continue to view the Organization as the shield protecting us from

injustice. Lebancn, as a Menber of this Organizaticn, certainly has obligations

under the Charteq but it also has rights, which are the counterpart of those

obligations and which it wants to see recognized and respected by the Organization

and its Member Sta tes - pr imar ily the r igh t to independence, to sover eign ty and to

territorial integrity, which of necessity implies implementation of the resolutions

adopted by the security COlmcil and the General Assembly.
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secondly, Lebanoo, it is true, is a small comtry with a small population, but

it has made up for that by the other assets with which nature has, fortunately,

endowed it and which are familiar to the historians. That country, small in size

but large in civilization, was the lighthouse that projected its beam over the

waters of the port - a beam that was weak but that was none the less visible from

far off the coast, in the gathering gloom of the night. Will not Lebanoo - this

collltry that is small but has an intense cultural impact - be rescued by this body

in its hour of adver sity?

Thirdly, in fact, the whole region has borne the full brunt of the war in

Lebanoo, because peace in Lebanoo cannot be dissociated from peace beyond its

borders. Former ly, as everyone here well knows, Lebanoo was like the white dove of

peace. On more than one occasioo, it held out the olive branch. It was a land of

asylum for the needy. It zealously defended law and peace. That was the case

formerly, as I have said, "iben it was a haven of peace - enough peace to fill the

whole world. Unfortunately, when peace deserted my country, the tranquillity of

our neighbours left with it. That is why, tmless we all make it our duty, without

any further ado, to put out the flames oonsuming Lebanon, the fire may well spread

to the whole region.

Fourthly, on the strength of what we have physically experienced, we Strlte

here that the Lebanon of former days - strong, independent and lIlited - the Lebanon

befcre the storm in 1975, was perfectly capable, because of its special

geographical situation and its leading historical role, of shouldering its

responsibilities and even of assisting others. But the Lebanoo of today, weakened

and bled white, has become a burden to itself and to this body. If, then, we see

to it that this peace that has fled Lebanoo is brought back to it, this body too

will rega in peace too.
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Lebanon is addressing itself not to the Assellbly's elllOtions but to its

conscience. Peace, and peace alate, can guarantee tranquillity and the enjoYJllent

of life to human beings, ~eleasing their vital energy and prcmoting the development

of the values they cherish, free £rOB the fear of death and war - this hor:rible

fa te ~ich wrests from them the state of grace that life represents. This tiny

spot of light 00 the map of the w-:>rld that Lebanoo oonstitutes can becx>ae stronger

in Peacetime, mtil it is a large flame spceading its beneficial glow to all around

it.

'Ibday, ay country is rent asunder by the difficult choice between the law of

the jungle and the supremacy of the rule of law. But Lebanon - if ooly for reasons

of its special situation - cannot assert the strength of power which it no looger

has. Its strength must therefore be sought in legitimey.

Lebancn, a country of democratic traditia_ mtd openness to the world, made

freedOOi a profession of faith, !.ntil it turned against us because of a cruel fate

and a strange reversal of the scale of values, by which tolerance was confused with

permissiveness and openness to others with anarchy - to the point that ~at had

been its lifeblood became a weakness. It was then that the war of others burst on

the Lebanese scene and settled there. It was then that some saw in Lebanon a

choice land to which to expor t their confl icts, vi th their success ioo of

misfortunes and destruction - and the tears of the widows and the orphans will

never be able to wash away the blood of the innocent.
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And each time, the aggressor CaJle back to our devastated haaeland, which it thought

it had brought to its knees, only to discover in the ruins the seeds of new life,

to discover that there was still in the hearts of the Lebanese people an obstinate

desire to live in their mtherland where they have such deep roots.

LebanCl'l has had moce than its share of suffering. It has endured the war of

others and has suffered for others. With admirable courage, it has endured its

sufferings with patience. Although it has sometimes had to bow before the tempest,

it has risen up again and has remained defiant despite its sufferings. That is why

it is high time that justice be dooe to this COLntry, lest like Samson it perish in

the ruins of the fallen temple, bringing others down with it, in its own

des tructioo.

Throughout its history, Let·o3nOO has braved these violent attacks. Fach time

it has tended its wOl.nds and risen up again, firm as a rock, resisting valiantly;

while its people has tenaciously rebuilt the ruins with loving care and once again

opened wide its docxs to the outside world. The winds that are blowing may uproot

the bramles and shake the buildings, but it can do nothing against the majestic

cedar, so deeply rooted in its native soil that their destinies are inseparable.

And my COWlUY lives up to its emblem: it is immortal.

Lebanon must be the ooly COLntry in the world with as many of its citizens

scattered throughout the world as it has residing within its borders. Thus Lebanoo

shares the benefi ts of its crea tive genius wi th the ~ole wcrld, and especially

with all the countries that have given asylum to Lebanese.

cons~uenUy it is not in vain that Lebanon addresses the conscience of the

world, which well appreciates the powerful influence of that COWltry when it was at

peace.

In conclusion, when we recall that Lebanoo was referred to in an epic dating

back to the ninth century B.C., engraved in cl.neiform characters on tablets of
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clay, Ylen we re-read in the passage of Homers' Odyssey describing the grotto of

the Siren Calypso~ "The perfume of the cedar spread to each nook and cranny,

filling it with scented air", wc understand that we have a duty not to fail in our

historic mission.

There are childrp.n in Lebanon who have never knQl1n anything but fear. The

very least our duty to them requires is to teach them what peace means. Lebanon

hopes to become again the white dove of peace, holding in its beak the olive

branch, its brow encircled with a crown of cedar leaves, giving free reign to its

10l1e 1;or freedom, sOl1ereignty and independence, as well as its thirst for justice

and beauty.

Our President, Amin Gemayel, said last year to this Assembly:

"Lebanon has achieved the miracle of survival and it deserves t.." live in

dignity •

"... On behalf of Lebancm I declare that it will survive at the

crossroads ltlere history and geography have placed it, a living exanple of a

country devoted to law, justice, liberty and the dignity of man."

(A/40/PV.42, p. 42)

The Prime Minister, Mr. Rashid Karami, said, at the thirty-ninth session of

the Gen eral Assenbly:

"We have str iven to make Lebancm a haven for freedom and humanity. This is

our cherished legacy to be handed CNer intact to succeeding generations."

(A/39/PV.22, p. 46)

We salute this Organization, created to spread peace and security and to

pronote the advent of a world where life will be better. Our gratitude will go out

to it when brave words are accompanied by deeds, when fine professions of faith

prOl1e to be more than mere words. That will indeed be a blessing for a nation

enriched by its past, oourageous in facing the dangers of the present, and looking

to the tu ture wi th hope.
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Hr. PENGIRAN BABRDJ (Brunei Darussalam)':, Hr. President, on behalf of the

delegation of Brunei Darussaiam, I offer you my sincere coogratuiatiofiS on you~

election to the presidency of the forty-first sessicn of the united Naticns General

Assemly. Your election to this high office reflects the respect and the esteem

that the international oolllllunity has for you perscnally and for your OOWltry,

Bangladesh, wi th which Brunei Darussalam has always enjoyed warm and brotherly

relations. I am confident: that with the wealth of your exper ience and the wisdom

of your views to guide it, this session of the General AsseJrbly will be able to

achieve its objectives.

I also wish to offer rf¥ profound appreciaticn to your predecessoc,

Mr. Jaime de Pinies of Spain, wo successfully presided ewer the proceedings and

affairs of the historic fortieth sessicn last year. I would also like to take this

opport\X1ity to pay a special tribute to the secretary-General,

Hr. Perez de Cuellar, who has put so much effort into ensuring the effective and

smooth running of this Organizaticn.

Almost a year has gone by since we celebrated the fortieth anniversary of the

birth of the tklited Nations. At that momentous gathering here last year, many

world leaders spoke, expressing varying appreciations and perceptions of t,,)'C

performance and effectiveness of the tbited Nations. Whilst some expressed

satisfacUon at the achievements and successes, others spoke of the failures and of

the inability of the united Nations to act decisiVely. They also spoke of the

weaknesses of the United Nations. But on the whole they came to the same

conclusioo, which we share, that the tllited Nations is necessary for achieving the

ultimate goal of world peace and stability, and the L"nited Naticns can do much more

than it has date to date towards achieving this cherished goal. However, the

United Natioos at this moment is facing a serious challenge to its very existence.

Brunei Darussalam earnestly hopes that the problem can be quickly resolved.
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we are meeting again at this annual session of the Gener3l Assenbly in order

t.o consider together the problems of our time. we ~re meeting because we all feel

that we have a responsibility and an obligatioo to our comtries and to the human

race to exert our influence to make the world a safer and better place for

ourselves and for successive generations to live in. we have an equal

responsibility to make our contribution to the achievement of the lofty purposes

enshrined in the Charter of the thited Nations. we cannot hope to achieve world

peace and stability unless and \Ultil we are able to acce;.ot and translate into

action this responsibility that we share. Why is it so difficult to achieve this

objective? It may bet as one leader said last year, that we have ceased to listen

to ooe mlO th er •

Every year we make our statements in this splendid Ball, each of us saying and

declar ing that we want a better world, a just world in which people can 1 ive in

peace and harmony. Brunei Darussalam urges Member States to renew their belief in

the principles set forth in the Charter of the tbited Nations and their C01lIllitm~nt

to them.

At this forty-first session we are faced once again with the same unresolved

issues. There are regiooal problems still waiting to be resolved. Cases of

colonial and foreign domination still exist and need to be rectified. The arms

race and the growth of nuclecar arsenals cootinue to cast d dark shadow OI7er the

very future of mankind. There is an ever-widening gap bebl<=~n the poor and the

rich. There is hunger and poverty. There is misery and deprivation;

Wor ld peace will remain elusive as loog as the nations of the wor ld continue

to ignore the principle of the peaceful settlement of disputes. As long as the

PCJwerful nations continue to use force with impunity and to impose their will on

smaller nations, the future of small nations cannot be mde secure and their

territorial sovereignty and integrity cannot be guaranteed.
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Brunei Darussalam believes that it is crucial to wcxld peace that the security

and sovereignty of small nations should be guaranteed. Their right to exist as

independent and sovereign nations must be respected and ensured in an international

environment of peace, stability and progress.

Of latei' 1Illob of our attention has been focused on the events in SOuth

Africa. This problem has been with us for a very long time. It is regrettable

that it is still on the agenda of the tl'lited Nations. We have all condenned the

system of apartheid. It is an evil system. It is degrading to the dignity of

mankind. We have supported past efforts to br ing about fundamental changes in

South Afr ica and the dismantling of the apartheid system. Brunei Darussalam joins

other like-minded nations in expressing its conviction that there is ~ urgent need

to bring world-wide pressure .to bear Q1 SOuth Africa through the application of

canprehens ive manda tory sanctt.ons in accordance wi th the Char ter of the Uni ted

Nations, since there is no other way.

The situation in neighbouring Namibia is by no means less disturbing. The

racist Pretoria regime cootinues to impose its will 00 Namibia. Brunei Darussalam

deeply regrets the continued refusal of the Pretor ia regime to implement secur ity

Council resolution 435 (1978) as it has promised to do. Brunei Darussalam believes

that the only way to solve the problem is for the intel.'national cotllllunity to

cootinue to increase pressure against the pretor ia regime.

In the Middle East, the situation remains ser ious. The resolution of the

Palestinian issue is still not in sight. The Palestinian people cootinue to be

deprived of a homeland of their own. We have said many times before that the

situation will cootinYe to deted.m:ate !.!nles6 Israel withdraws its forces fl':OOl the

Arab territories it has occupied since 1967. Peace continues to elude Lebanon.

The war between Iran and Iraq also cootinues unabated.
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In Afghanistan, although there is a glimmer of hope, the situation is not very

much imprOl1ed from what it was a year ago. Brunei Darussalam, however, welcomes

the recent development, al though it is a slight one, and hopes that ea~ly

settleIU9nt of the problems can be achieved. we aPillaud the secretary-General and

his Personal Representative, Mr. CordOl7ez, for their untiring ~fforts in the search

for a peaceful settlement of the problem consisten~ with the principles upheld by

the United Na tions .We also commend the Islamic Republic of Pakistan for its

patience and its oontr ibutions. As a neighbour of Afghanistan's, Pakistan has to

shoulder the very heavy burden of looking after several hundred thousand Afghan

refugees.

We have bl*..i saddened, however, to learn that the territorial integrity and

sOl7ereignty of Pakistan have been violated many times, with resulting damage to

propert;x' and loss of human ,lives. These violations are contrary to the rules of

in terna tional law and a gross viola tion of the Char ter of the Uni ted Na tions.

Brunei Darussalam joins other nations in oondemning these acts of unprOl1oked

aggression.

In SOuth-East Asia, the situation in Kanplchea has not changed. Kanplchea is

still occupied by foreign forces. Viet Nam ccntinues to be intransigent. Hundreds

of thousands of Kartplcheans are still encanpad along the Thai-Kartplchean bcxder.

Not cnly does this impose hardships and difficulties on Thailand but it has become

a burden to this Organization and to the international oommunity.

As a menber of the Association of SOuth-East Asian Nations, Brunei Darussalam

wishes to see a peaceful political settlement of this problem. We wish to see the

wi thdrawal of all foreign forces so that sOl7ereignty and territorial integrity can

be restored to the Kampuchean people. We wish to see a process of national

reccnciliation and the restoration of unity and freedom to the people of
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Kanpudlea. we wish to see the return of peace so that the people of Kampudlea my

be allCMed to determine their om future and destiny free from all external

interference or pressure.

Brunei Darussalam suppor'ts the Coalitioo Government of Democratic KaJrPlchea

under the wise and able leadership of ais R)yal Highness Prince Norodan Sihanouk.

The Coalition Government of Democratic Kampudlea has wide internatiooal support.

9acently that GoV'ernment put forward an eight-point proposal for a solution to the

Rampudlean problem. We see this as a reasooable and constructive proposal inasmudl

as it addresses the core issues of the problem~ phased wi thdrawal of all foreign

troops, national reconciliation and self~etermination. It offers a constructive

framework for negotiati~. The Kanpuchean problem can be resolved ooly by peaceful

negotiations in which all the KaIlp1dlean people are represented. A peaceful

Kanpuchea would lead to a peaceful South-East Asia, and this <:auld benefit all the

countr ies of the regioo, including Viet Nam.

Wi th regard to the Korean peninsula, we wish to sta te that Brunei DarussalaJll

continues to welcome any developnent that would lead to the lessening of tensicn in

the regime we urge the two countries coocerned to resume the suspended dialogue.

we feel that the Korean questioo should be resolved peacefully through dialogue and

negotiations between the SOuth and the North. We also wish to reiterate our

support for the admissicn of the Republic of Korea to member ship of the United

Nations and indeed urge the admission of both Koreas, consistent with the principle

of universality.

The world today is faced not only with political problems but also with a

severe eccnomic crisis. The eccnomies of many developing countries suffer from

massive unemployment, depressed co1lltlodity prices and a heavy burden of del:.;:'

repayment. The protecticnist policies adopted by many developed countries have

prevented goods from third-world countries from gaining access to their markets.
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The resulting dislocation of the eccmoaies of the third world can cmly bring about

political instability. This in turn will inevitably bring economic chaos to an

already fragile wocld eccnaay. Brunei Darussalam joins other third-world nations

in urging the developed countr tes to be more open-ainded. we urge them to be more

receptive to proposals put forward by the third wcxld. They must be more sensitive

to this issue. They must be made to understand that their protecticnist policy is

seriously undermining our political stability.
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While conscious of the worldwide tensions caused by armed disputes, we are

also aware of the inreasing threat and danger of drug abuse. Drug abuse and

illicit trafficking in drugs have reached an alarming stage. The implications for

socio-economic security and for the cultural aspec.ts of human life are evident.

Brunei Darussalam recognizes that this social epidemic can be eradicated only

through concerted national, regional and international efforts. We have taken

appropriate steps in Brunei Darussalam by establishing an anti-drugs unit to

co-ordinc ~ such drug-related pr09ral1lIles and activities as the enforcement of

narcotic laws, the treatment and rehabilitation of drug addicts and the

implementatioo of drug-prevention programnes. At the regional level, Brunei

Darussalam has worked closely with its ASEAN partners. We welcome the

International Cooference on ~ug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking, which will be

convened in June next year and hope that that Ccnference can suggest positive steps

to combat this social disease.

In conclusion, I wish ooce again to assure you, Mr. President, of Brunei

Darussalam's full and unstinting support to you and to the tl'lited Nations.

The meeting rose at 1 p.m.




