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Draft resolution on strengthening international cooperation on 

the environmentally sound management of minerals and metals 

The United Nations Environment Assembly, 

Recognizing that minerals and metals are essential to economies and societies, while stressing 

the need for enhanced international cooperation to support the environmentally sound management of 

minerals and metals, taking into account national circumstances and capabilities, 

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 1803 (XVII) of 14 December 1962 on permanent 

sovereignty over natural resources and 37/7 of 28 October 1982 on the World Charter for Nature, and 

the outcome document of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, held in Rio de 

Janeiro, Brazil, from 20 to 22 June 2012, entitled “The future we want”,1 

Recalling also Environment Assembly resolutions 4/19 on mineral resource governance, 5/12 

on environmental aspects of minerals and metals management and 6/5 on environmental aspects of 

minerals and metals, 

Emphasizing that the minerals and metals considered under the present resolution exclude 

mineral fuels and that the scope of the resolution is consistent with that of Environment Assembly 

resolution 6/5, 

Noting that standards and approaches regarding tailings management focus primarily on risk 

management and safety and rarely address resource recovery or valorization, 

1. Encourages Member States to continue advancing efforts to enhance the 

environmentally sound management of minerals and metals, consistent with Environment Assembly 

resolution 6/5; 

2. Requests the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme, 

subject to the availability of resources, to compile submissions to inform the convening of dialogues 

among Member States, including, where appointed, national focal points pursuant to Environmental 

Assembly resolution 5/12, and relevant stakeholders and partners, while ensuring equitable 

participation among different regions, in particular by enabling the participation of developing 

countries, to discuss: 

(a) Enhancing international cooperation on the sustainable management of minerals and 

metals; 

(b) Resource recovery from mining waste and tailings through sustainable approaches, 

such as circularity; 

(c) Best practices for the environmentally sound management of minerals and metals; 

 
1 General Assembly resolution 66/288, annex. 
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(d) Enhancing cooperation to strengthen technological, technical, financial and scientific 

capabilities related to the management of environmental aspects of minerals and metals, in particular 

in developing countries; 

3. Also requests the Executive Director to compile submissions from Member States, 

including, where appointed, national focal points, and relevant stakeholders on the implementation and 
outcomes of Environment Assembly resolutions 4/19, 5/12 and 6/5, and to report to the Environment 

Assembly at its eighth session on the progress achieved in the implementation of the above-mentioned 

resolutions and of the present resolution, including by compiling the results of the dialogues referred 

to in paragraph 2 above while ensuring that they do not establish a new negotiation track. 

 

     

 


