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QUESTI ON OF THE VI OLATI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS
IN ANY PART OF THE WORLD, W TH PARTI CULAR REFERENCE TO COLONI AL
AND OTHER DEPENDENT COUNTRI ES AND TERRI TORI ES

Australia*, Belgiunt, Bulgaria*, Canada, Czech Republic, Denmark
Finl and*, France, Gernmany, Greece*, Hungary*, lceland*, ltaly,
Japan, latvia*, Liechtenstein*, Luxenbourg, Norway*, Portugal*,
Romani a*, Sl ovakia*, Spain*, United Kingdomof Geat Britain and
Northern Ireland, United States of Anerica: draft resolution

1998/... Situation of human rights in the Sudan

The Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Reaffirm ng the solem comm tnent of all States to fulfil their
obligations to pronote universal respect for, and observance and protection
of, all human rights and fundanental freedonms for all in accordance with the
Charter of the United Nations, other instrunments relating to human rights and
i nternational |aw,

Recal | i ng General Assenbly resolution 52/140 of 12 Decenber 1997 and its
own resolution 1997/59 of 15 April 1997 on the situation of human rights in
t he Sudan,

* |In accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure of
the functional commissions of the Econom c and Social Council
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Real i zi ng the urgent need for inplenmenting effective neasures,
nationally, regionally and internationally, to protect the civilian
popul ati on, especially persons belonging to minorities, wonen and children, in
the Sudan and northern Uganda fromthe effects of armed conflict.

Noting with deep concern continuing reports of grave human rights abuses

and violations in the Sudan as noted in its resolution 1997/59, including
detentions without trial, forced displacenment of persons and torture, as
described in, inter alia, nunerous reports subnmtted to the General Assenbly
and the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Greatly disturbed by reports that these practices have frequently been

carried out by agents under governnent authority or take place with the
know edge of the CGovernnent of the Sudan
Taking note of efforts reported by the Governnent of the Sudan to
i nvestigate such activities and practices as urged by the General Assenbly in
resol ution 52/ 140,
Pl eased at the invitations extended by the Governnent of the Sudan to
t he Speci al Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Sudan and the
Speci al Rapporteurs on religious intolerance and on freedom of expression and
opi nion and the Working G oup on Contenporary Forns of Slavery,
Amesty International, The Human Rights Conmmttee of the House of Lords of the
United Kingdom and the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights.
Noting with appreciation the report of the Special Rapporteur on the
situation of human rights in the Sudan (E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 66);

Noting the establishnment by the Governnent of the Sudan of Nationa
Conmittees for Human Ri ghts Education, and encouraging the O fice of the
Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights to take into consideration requests for
assi stance by the Governnment of the Sudan, including assistance to help those
conmittees to i nprove the observance of human rights in the Sudan

Wel comi ng the establishnment by the Consultative Council of Human Rights
of subcommittees on detentions without trial, arrests, torture and the |ack of
due process of law, religious persecution; forced di splacement and
bombardnents; extrajudicial killings; access for relief organizations and
humani tarian | aw; slavery and di sappearances; the rights of women; the rights
of the child; and freedom of expression and peaceful assenbly, and expressing
the hope that its efforts will positively influence the human rights situation

in the Sudan,
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Al so wel coning the emerging efforts of the Government of the Sudan which

are centred on rehabilitating street children and reuniting themw th their
famlies,

1. Expresses its deep concern at continued serious human rights

violations in the Sudan, including sunmary executions, extrajudicial killings,
arbitrary arrests, detentions w thout due process, enforced or involuntary

di sappearances, violations of the rights of wonmen and chil dren, slavery and

sl avery-1like practices, forced displacenent of persons and systematic torture,
and denial of the freedom of religion, expression, association and peacefu
assenbly, and enphasizes that it is essential to put an end to violations of
human rights in the Sudan

2. Al so expresses its deep concern at the actions by all parties to

the conflict, including abduction, trafficking and sale of children

ki dnappi ngs, arbitrary detention, forced conscription, indiscrimnate killings
and forced displacement in the Sudan and nei ghbouring countries, as well as
the failure to safeguard prisoners of war;

3. Expresses its outrage at the use by all parties to the conflict of

mlitary force to disrupt or attack relief efforts, and calls again upon the
Government of the Sudan and all parties to the conflict to permt

i nternational agencies, humanitarian organizations and donor Governments to
deliver humanitarian assistance to all war-affected civilians and to cooperate
with initiatives of the Ofice for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs of
the Secretariat and Operation Lifeline Sudan to deliver such assistance;

4, Renews its call to the Government of the Sudan to respect human

rights fully, and calls upon all parties to the conflict to cooperate in order
to ensure such respect;

5. Urges the Government of the Sudan to ensure that all limtations
on the construction of places of worship are abolished and that the
destruction of places of worship ceases and to establish a culture of
religious tol erance and non-discrimnation that does not jeopardize the free
exercise of religious activities;

6. Calls upon all parties to the hostilities to respect fully the
appl i cabl e provisions of international humanitarian law, including article 3
common to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 and the Additiona
Protocol s thereto of 1977, to halt the use of weapons, including |andm nes,
agai nst the civilian population, and to protect all civilians, especially

persons belonging to mnorities, women and children, fromviolations of human
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rights and humanitarian law, including forcible displacenent, arbitrary

detention, ill-treatnent, torture and summary executions;
7. Again urges the Government of the Sudan to release all remaining
political detainees, cease all acts of torture and cruel, inhuman or degradi ng

puni shment, close down all clandestine or unacknow edged detention centres and
ensure that all accused persons are held in ordinary police or prison custody
where fam |y nmenbers and | awyers can visit them and that such persons receive
prompt, just and fair trials under internationally recognized standards;

8. Calls upon the Government of the Sudan to conmply with applicable
i nternational human rights instruments and to bring its national |egislation
into accordance with those instruments to which the Sudan is a party, and to
ensure that all individuals in its territory and subject to its jurisdiction
i ncluding menmbers of all religious and ethnic groups, enjoy fully the rights
recogni zed in those instrunents;

9. Al so calls upon the Governnent of the Sudan and other parties to

civil conflicts to ensure that their forces are properly trained and act in
conpliance with the standards set forth in international humanitarian |aw, and
that those responsible for violations of such |law are brought to justice;

10. Urges the Covernnent of the Sudan to investigate reports that its
policies and activities support, condone, encourage or foster the abduction
sale of or trafficking in children and that it subjects children to forced
i nternment, indoctrination or cruel, inhumane or degrading treatment or
puni shment, and al so urges the Governnent of the Sudan to term nate
i medi ately any such policies or activities and bring to trial any persons
suspected of supporting or participating in themand to facilitate the safe
return of affected children to their famlies;

11. Wl conmes the assistance the Governnent of the Sudan provided to
the United Nations Children's Fund which returned seventeen abducted Ugandan
children to their hone country, and urges the continued cooperation of the
Government of the Sudan in this regard,

12. Calls upon the Government of the Sudan to cooperate fully with the
Special Conmittee on Allegations of Enforced or Involuntary D sappearances and
Reported Cases of Slavery, and expresses the hope that the Committee will, in
an i ndependent manner, actively pursue investigations into cases of slavery,
the slave trade, forced | abour and simlar institutions and practices in al
parts of the country, producing nore than the single report which it has

publ i shed thus far
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13. Urges the Government of the Sudan to take all appropriate neasures
to put an i Mmediate end to these practices;

14. Urges the Covernnent of the Sudan to bring to an end wi thout del ay
all violations of human rights of wonen and girls, especially in the |ight of
the Beijing Declaration and Platformfor Action (A/ CONF.177/20) adopted at the
Fourth World Conference on Wonen, and to take urgent nmeasures to ensure the
repeal of all legislative and other neasures which discrimnate agai nst wonen;

15. Calls upon the Government of the Sudan to cease i mredi ately the
del i berate and indiscrinnate aerial bonbardnent of civilian targets and
relief operations;

16. Urges all parties to the conflict to cooperate fully with the
peace efforts of the Intergovernmental Authority on Drought and Devel opnent to
negoti ate an equitable resolution of the civil conflict and ensure respect for
the human rights and fundanental freedons of the Sudanese people, thereby
facilitating the return of refugees and internally displaced persons to their
hones;

17. Expresses once again the hope that the dial ogue between

non- gover nnental organi zations and religious mnorities in the Sudan will be
continued in order to inprove rel ations between those mnorities and the
Governnment of the Sudan;

18. Decides to extend the nmandate of the Special Rapporteur for an
addi ti onal year;

19. Requests the Secretary-General to give the Special Rapporteur al
necessary assistance, fromw thin existing resources, in the discharge of his
mandat e

20. Stresses the inportance of the Special Rapporteur continuing to
apply a gender perspective systematically in the reporting process, including
i nformation coll ection and recomendati ons;

21. Encour ages the Special Rapporteurs on religious intolerance and on
freedom of opinion and expression to consult with the Special Rapporteur on
the situation of human rights in the Sudan and to accept the invitations of
t he Governnment of the Sudan

22. Recommends that priority be given, within existing resources, to
the placement of human rights field officers to nmonitor the situation of human
rights in the Sudan, in the |ocations, under the nodalities and for the

obj ectives suggested by the Special Rapporteur
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23. Requests the Special Rapporteur to report to the Commi ssion on
Human Rights on the future need for human rights field officers, with the
understanding that the Commission will, at its fifty-fifth session, reassess
such need,;

24. Requests the Special Rapporteur to report his findings and
recommendations to the General Assenbly at its fifty-third session and to the
Conmi ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-fifth session

25. Decides to continue its consideration of this question as a matter

of priority at its fifty-fifth session



