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I.

II.

I11.

Introduction

1. This document provides information related to the UNCITRAL Law Library
(the “Library”), publications, press releases and other outreach activities of the
UNCITRAL secretariat from 1 January 2024 to 31 December 2024.

Library

2.  In the reporting period, the Library staff responded to approximately
342 reference requests originating from 50 countries. The number of visitors to the
Library has continued to increase, with 143 visitors other than meeting participants,
staff and interns, including researchers from 15 countries, visiting the Library during
the reporting cycle.

3. The Library continues to maintain its online public access catalogue (OPAC)
jointly with the other United Nations libraries in Vienna'! and the bibliography of
recent writings related to the work of UNCITRAL,? updated monthly. As at the date
of submission of this note, the consolidated bibliography contains 12,702 entries,
reproduced in English and in the original language versions.

4. In 2024, donations of books to the Library were received from: Beck, Brill,
Bruylant/Larcier, Cambridge University Press, China International Economic and
Trade Arbitration Commission, Deutsche Institution fiir Schiedsgerichtsbarkeit,
Edward Elgar, Giuffré, Law Business Research, LexisNexis, Maldives Law Institute,
Oxford University Press, Peter Lang, Qatar University Press, Swedish Arbitration
Association, Thomson Reuters and Wolters Kluwer. The Commission may wish to
reiterate its request to organizations invited to its annual sessions to donate copies of
their journals, reports and other publications to the Library.

Outreach activities
Press releases

5. The secretariat issued 14 press releases during the reporting period: to mark
treaty actions relating to UNCITRAL; to advise about the adoption of an UNCITRAL
model law or other text; and to communicate other information of particular
importance and direct relevance to UNCITRAL.3 The Commission may wish to
reiterate its request to States to advise the secretariat when enacting an UNCITRAL
model law or other text.

UNCITRAL publications

6.  The following publications were released, primarily in electronic form, in the
reporting period:

(a) UNCITRAL Model Clauses on Specialized Express Dispute Resolution
(SPEDR);*

(b) UNCITRAL Guidelines on Mediation for International Investment
Disputes;>

! https://unov.tind.io/.

2 The most recent one is in document A/CN.9/1206, which is before the Commission at its fifty-
eighth session. The consolidated bibliography is available at
https://uncitral.un.org/en/library/bibliography.

3 https://uncitral.un.org/about/pressreleases.

4 https://uncitral.un.org/en/spedr.

5 https://uncitral.un.org/sites/uncitral.un.org/files/media-
documents/uncitral/en/2401497e_mediation_guidelines_-ebook_eng.pdf.
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(c) UNCITRAL Notes on Organizing Arbitral Proceedings adopted in 2016
(with an additional note on early dismissal and preliminary determination adopted in
2023);% and

(d) COVID-19 and International Trade Law Instruments: a Legal Toolkit by
the UNCITRAL Secretariat.’

C. Contributions to periodicals, reports and other writings relevant to
the work of UNCITRAL

7. During the reporting period, the secretariat has contributed to the following
writings relevant to the work of UNCITRAL.

On the work of UNCITRAL in general

* A contribution to the book “Scripta extravagantia: Studi in ricordo di Ferdinando
Zuccotti” entitled “Diritto commerciale uniforme e circolazione dei modelli
giuridici: realta e sfide” translated as “Uniform commercial law and circulation
of legal models: realities and challenges”;

e An article entitled “News from the United Nations Commission on International
Trade Law (UNCITRAL): the work of the fifty-sixth Commission session”, for
Uniform law review = Revue de droit uniforme, Volume 28, Issue 3-4, 2024.

In the area of arbitration and mediation

* An article entitled “Introducing new Model Clauses for Specialized Express
Dispute Resolution under the UNCITRAL arbitration framework”, for “Austrian
yearbook on international arbitration”, 2024;

* An article entitled “The Singapore Convention on Mediation: updates and
developments™, for Victoria University of Wellington hors serie, Volume 26,
Issue 1, 2022.

In the area of insolvency law

* An article entitled “The current work by UNCITRAL in the area of insolvency
law”, for the International Insolvency and Restructuring Report 2024/25.

D. Information lectures

8.  Upon request, the secretariat provides in-house lectures on the work of
UNCITRAL to visiting university students and academics, members of the bar and
Government officials, including judges. During this reporting period, the secretariat
offered ten lectures to a total of 238 students. Individuals who are interested in
learning about the work of the Commission but are unable to visit the Vienna
International Centre can avail themselves of the UNCITRAL e-learning programme, 8
which is regularly expanded with the addition of new modules and translation of
existing modules to the official languages of the United Nations other than English
(see A/CN.9/1209/Add.5, paras. 9—11).

¢ https://uncitral.un.org/sites/uncitral.un.org/files/media-documents/uncitral/en/notes-on-
organizing-arbitral-proceedings-2023.pdf.

7 https://uncitral.un.org/sites/uncitral.un.org/files/media-documents/uncitral/en/covid-
19toolkit_en.pdf.

8 https://uncitral.un.org/en/onlinecourses.
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