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Report of the Economic and Social Council (continued): *
(a) Chapter XIII {section IX)

REPORT OF THE SECOND COMMITTEE (PART II)
[A/5587/ADD.1]

1. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): The
Second Committee gave priority to consideration of
the composition of the United Nations/FAO Inter-
Governmental Committee on the World Food Pro-
gramme, which the Economic and Social Council
recommended for approval, The Second Committee's
recommendation on the guestion was unanimously
adopted, May I take it that the General Assembly
also approves the draft resolution which appears in
the Committee's report [A/5587/Add.1, para.5]? In
the absence of comment, I shall take it that the
Assembly unanimously approves the draft resolution.

The draft resolution was adopted unanimously.

(b) Chapters IX (except section Ill), X and Xlii,
(section VII)

REPORT OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE (A/5606)

2. Mrs, REFSLUND THOMSEN (Denmark), Rap-
porteur of the Third Committee: I have the honour fo
present to the General Assembly the report of the
Third Committee, under item 12 of the agenda, re-
lating to the report of the Economic and Social Council
for the period 4 August 1962 to 2 August 1963
[A/5608].

3, The Assembly may recall that chapter IX, except
section III, on social questions; chapter X, on human
rights; and chapter XIII, section VII, on the review of
the membership of the Executive Committee of the
programme of the United Nations High Commissioner
were referred to the Third Committee for consider-
ation. This report pertains to those parts of the report
which do not deal with independent items in the agenda
of the eighteenth session allocated to the Third
Committee.

*Resumed from the 1256th meeting,

4. The Committee devoted nearly twenty-one meet-
ings to study of the report of the Council, Eleven of
these meetings were taken up in general debate on the
Council's programme of work on gocial and humani-
tarian questions, and four to the study of eight draff
resolutions submitted in connexion with the report.

5. Draft resolution VIII, which relatestothe segsions
of the Human Rights Commission, was examined in
six meetings jointly with draft resolution IIL of the
report of the Third Committee onthedraft declaration
on the elimination of all forms of racial discrimina-
tion [A/5603]. The present report tries to give a
brief summary of the general debate on the Council's
programme of work in social and humanitarian fields,
which this year was highlighted by the availability of
the 1963 Report on the World Social Situation,t/

8. There was general appreciation of the broad scope
and orientation of United Nations activity in these
areas of work, At the same time, the debate was able
to bring together the views of several delegations on
the new directions which needed to be taken in order
to improve these programmes and to be of benefit to
the developing countries.

7. In the light of the 1963 report on the world social
situation, grave concern was expressed about the in-
sufficiency of social progress in the past decade, and
it was stressed that, in relation to the action being
taken in the economic and other fields by the United
Nations, special efforts needed to be made in the
social field,

8., The Committee also reviewed the questions re-
lating to human rights. Special emphasis was given
to questions which awaited forther consideration by
the General Assembly. In this connexion, among the
topics mentioned—to state a few—were draft princi-
pleg on freedom of discrimination in matters of
religious rights and practices, discrimination in
matters of political rights and the right to leave
any country, including one's own, and to return to
one's own country; and slavery. The role of the
Human Rights Commission in the development of
human rights and fundamental freedoms and in the
provision of advisory services in this field, through
seminars and training programmes, was mentioned
in this connexion, The need for further effort to
achieve equality of status for women and, inparticular,
the role of the Commission on the Status of Women
for this purpose was pointed out duringthe debate. The
part that women could play in national economic and
gocial development was also stressed.

9. Part IV of the present draft report containg nine
draft resolutions recommended for adoption by the
General Assembly, Four of these deal with social
questions; one relates to the United Nations Children's
Fund; and the remaining ones pertain to guestions
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of human rights, Seven of these nine draft resolutions
were adopted unanimously by the Third Committee,

10. Draft resolution I deals with community action
and calls for the development of practical programmes
of action at the national and international levels in
the field of rural and community development, Special
attention by the United Nations and the specialized
agencies, including the provision of technical and
financial assistance, is called for under this draft
resolution, which was adopted by the Committee by
86 votes to 1, with 10 abstentions.

11, Draft resolution II expresses the concern of the
Committee at the insufficiency of social progress
in the past decade, This draft resolution calls for
the preparation of a programme of social development
covering the second half of the Development Decade,
which would indicate priorities for international
action, as well as the major targets of social develop-
ment to be achieved in the less developed countries,
This draft resolution was also adopted unanimously.

12, Draft resolution III, which recommends national
and international measures for the development of
programmes in housing, building and planning, and
draft resolution IV, on preparation by the Commis-
sion on Human Rights of a study on capital punish~-
ment, for presentation through the Economic and
Social Council to the General Assembly, notlater than
the twenty-second session, were adopted unanimously.

13, The Committee's general appreciation of the
work done by the United Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF) is reflected in draft resolution V, and was
adopted unanimously,

14. Draft resolution VI, which stresses the import-
ance of ensuring greater participation of women in
national social and economic development, and the
promotion of conditions to achieve this purpose, was
adopted unanimously by the Committee,

15. Draft resolution VII requests the preparation
by the Commission on the Status of Women of a
draft declaration on the elimination of all forms of
discrimination against women, for study, if possible,
at the twentieth session of the General Assembly. This
draft resolution was also adopted unanimously by the
Third Committee,

16. Draft resolution VIII on the Sessions of the Com-
mission on Human Rights was adopted by 68 votes to 6,
with 16 abstentions. This draft resolution, which in-
volves a recommendation to the Economic and Social
Council to reconsider its decision on the calendar of
conferences approved at its thirty-sixth session soas
to include a session of the Commisgsion on Human
Rights in 1964, was discussed at length in the Third
Committee. The debate on this draft resolution has,
therefore, been given in detail in the present report.

17. The attention of the General Agsembly is drawn
to the report of the Fifth Committee [A/5632] on the
financial implications of this draft resolution.

18, Finally, there is draft resolution IX seeking
equitable geographical representation in the Commis-
sion on Human Rights, which was adopted unanimously
by the Third Committee.

DPursuant to rule 68 of the rules of procedure, it
was decided not to discuss the report of the Third
Committee.

19, The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): In
view of the decision which the Assembly has just

taken, statements on this question are to be confined
to explanations of vote on the nine draft resolutions
recommended for adoption by the Third Committee in
its report [A/5606, para. 90]. Immediately following
such statements, I shall put to the vote draft resolu-
tions I to IX, one after the other, After we have voted
on all the drafts, I shall give the floor to representa-
tives who wish to explain their vote,

20. Those who have asked to explain their vote before
the voting now have the floor.

21, Mr. SOLODOVNIKOV (Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics) (translated from Russian): Iintend to speak
on all the draft resolutions. The Soviet delegation
would like to explain its vote on all the draft resolu-
tlons submitted by the Third Committee [A/5606] re-
lating to the report of the Economic and Social Council
and concerning various social and human rights
questions,

22, The Third Committee has submitted a draft
resolution on theworld social situation for the approval
of the General Assembly, This is draft resolution IL
The USSR delegation thinks it is important to increase
the effectiveness of the work done by the United
Nations in the social field and it therefore fully sup-
ports the draft resolution ontheworld social situation.

23. We consider that the adoption of this draft reso-
lution by the General Assembly will be the starting-
point for a decisive reappraisal of all previous United
Nations activity in social matters. Muchto our regret,
this activity still by-passes those basic tasks which
the historic changes taking place today make it in-
cumbent on the United Nations to take up: the liquida-
tion of the shameful system of colonialism and the
strengthening of the independence of many States
embarking upon a course of autonomous development.

24, In demolishing the system of colonialist and
imperialist domination and clearing a path to auton-
omous development, many liberated nations and devel-
oping States found it necessary to introduce political,
economic and social changes and measures aimed at
abolishing colonialist and imperialist institutions
founded on the old system of dependence and oppression
and creating new prospectsfor speedy and comprehen-
sive social and economic development. What social and
economic measures and reforms, what social changes
are needed to enable a given developing country to
embark upon a course of speedy economic and social
development and overcome the grave consequences of
colonialism? This, in essence, is thegreatworkwhich
our Organization is called upon to perform if it does
not want to remain aloof from the world-wide histo-
rical processes taking place in the world of today.

25. The various social organs of the United Nations
have adopted a multitude of resolutions of all kinds.
The United Nations Department of Economic and
Social Affairs has prepared dozens and dozens of dif-
ferent studies and reports. Seminars have been held
and experts and specialists in various social problems
have been sent to many different countries. The only
surprising thing today, after the United Nations has
laboured so long in this field, is that all this activity
should have had so little effect and been so remote
from real life and from the solution of the urgent
problems encountered by the developing countries.

26. Both the United Nations Department of Economic
and Social Affairs and many other United Nations
organs dealing with social questions concentrated
their attention mainly on narrow and secondary prob-
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lems, many of which are of no present interest or
importance to most of the Members of the United
Nations, while the major question of the basic soc¢ial
and structural changes needed for speedy economic
and social development was ignored. There was not
the time, resources or energy left for it. The vast
experience of many countries in solving social prob~
lems, particularly of the socialist countries and a
number of independent countries, was consigned to
oblivion and not brought to general notice by the
United Nations,

27. The developing countries were given every pos~
sible recipe for what is called "community develop~
ment" and for many other secondary matters having
no bearing on their old social structure, which evolved
during the colonial period and protects mainly the
interests of the feudal lords and foreign imperialists,

28, Countless surveys and recommendations on ques-
tions unrelated to changes in the social structure were
turned out. For example, over seventy studies have
heen produced on questions of "community develop-
ment", while for such animportant social and economic
problem as land reform, resources were availablefor
a total of three studies: seventy studies on community
development, and three on land reform.

29, The time has come to put an end to this in-
tolerable situation. If this goes on any longer, United
Nations activity in the social field will not be in the
least timely or effective and will be of no importance
or interest. However, the fault for this lies not only
with the Department of Economic and Social Affairs
but also with those delegations which havediverted its
activities away from current problems.

30. At this session of the General Assembly, two
courses have emerged quite clearly~two ways of
determining the direction of United Nations activityin
the social field.

31. The Western delegations are still saying that the
United Nations should continue to deal with nothing
but community development. The socialist countries
and many developing countries have spoken in favour
of a review of United Nations activity in the social
field, The essence of this new approach is that it
postulates the creation in the developing countries of
a social structure which would correspond to their
national goals and interests.

32, For the developing countries, agcelerated indus-
trialization is such a goal. The aim of social changes
must be to accelerate the industrialization process,
In this connexion, the questions of land reform and
equitable redistribution of national income in the
developing countries are of special significance.

33. The United Nations cannot continue to ignore the
basic problem in the social field—that of effecting
changes and reforms to promote rapid economic and
social development. We are glad to see that the draft
resolution on the world social situation adopted by
the Third Committee reflects this idea very fully and
clearly, This draft resolution speaks of the urgent
necessity for the adoption of practical and far-reaching

measures with a view to settling the main social

problems.

34, It contains a request for a review of the work
programme of the United Nations in the social field
and—what is particularly important—it proposes that,
beginning with the next session of the General As-
sembly, consideration should be given to measures that

will effectively promote speedy social and economic
progress.

35. It is only thus that the United Nations will be able
to come to grips with its fundamental task in social
matters, The United Nations will be able to give sub~
stantial support to the developing countries in the
elaboration of measures to promote their speedy and
independent economic¢ and social development.

36. This is why the USSR delegation regards this
draft resolution as a first but very important step in
the right direction and will vote for it, Its adoption by
the General Assembly will make it necessary for the
United Nations Secretariat to review its former activi-
ties in the social field and implement the basic
provisions of the resolution in deed and not in word,
We also hope that certain delegations will come round
to this position,

37. The USSR delegation considers that the main
defect of the draft resolution on community action
(draft resolution I in our report) is that it does not
mention the decisive importance for many developing
countries of land reform and other major changes in
the agricultural sector and, in particular, social atti-
tudes in rural areas. However, this draft resolution
does make some attempt to get away from the so~called
questions of "community development", which have for
so long dominated all the social organs of the United
Nations and prevented the consideration of other more
important social issues. The draft resolution obviously
seeks to link community action with the carrying out
of land reform. Nevertheless, even this draft resolution
does not clearly and accurately evaluate the role and
place of community action as a way of organizing the
rural population for the implementation of 1and reform;
without which all progress is unthinkable at thistime,
The draft resolution gives no indication thatthe aim of
all action in the agricultural sector, including com-
munity action, should naturally be to effect land reform
and other important changes, This, in our view, is the
defect of the draft resolution.

38. However, since most of the developing coun-
tries think that the adoption of this draft resolution
will be of some use at this stage and since the draft
resolution does not, as was done in the past, recom-
mend that attention should be devoted to "community
development'', the USSR delegation will not object
to its adoption.

39, In connexion with draft resolution VIII concern-
ing sessions of the Commission on Human Rights,
the USSR delegation wishes to stress the importance
of having a session of the Commission on Human
Rights early in 1964.

40, In the Third Committee, some of the Western
delegations objected to this draft resolution and to
the convening of a session of the Commission on
Human Rights. These representatives, who usually
like to appear in the guise of champions of human
rights in general, opposed the convening of the
Commission on Human Rights at the very time when
it is about to consider a gquestion of great importance.

41. In the absence of serious substantive argumenis,
they could think of nothing better than to pose as
advocates of an economy drive in the United Nations.
This naturally raised a smile on many faces, be-
cause the total cost of the short session which is
needed would be only $26,000.
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42, Thus we see that these advocates of economy
allocate vast resources, millions of dollars, to
quite secondary and unnecessary matters, but when
it comes to elaborating important and badly needed
documents on human rights and other questions,
they become obsessed with the idea of saving money
and talk about economies and financial discipline,

43, There is absolutely no logic in this argument,
but there is a great deal of hypocrisy about the
question of saving money. We must save money, not
in pennies, but in those millions and millions of
dollars which are often squandered through the fault
of these very same delegations,

44, The question naturally arises, how to explain
this attitude on the part of certain Western Powers.

45, In fact, the issue here is not, of course, that
of economies, The figure of $26,000 in a budget such
ag that of the United Nations is too small to be de-
bated seriously. It is at most equivalent to the salary
of a single Secretariat official,

46. The issue obviously lies elsewhere. The eigh~-
teenth session called for the urgent preparation, by
the next session of the General Assembly, of a draft
convention on the elimination of all forms of racial
discrimination [resolution 1906 (XVIII)]. Some Western
countries obviously do not much like this decision,
and perhaps do not like it at all, That is why they
choose to see the holding of a short session of the
Commission on Human Rights as a blow to the whole
United Nations and its budget. The time has come for
these delegations to realize that the majority of
Member States are in favour of the urgent prepara-
tion of a draft convention on the elimination of all
forms of racial discrimination, and that nothing
should prevent that work,

47. In this connexion, it should also be noted that
attempts, by means of various financial reserva-
tions, to block the holding of a session of the Com-
migsion on Human Rights early in 1964 with the
help of the Fifth Committee have not been successful.
The Fifth Committee, that financial watchdog of the
United Nations, did not decide that the session
should not be held, as certain Western countries
wanted it to, It left the doorwide open for the adoption
of draft resolution VIII and the holding of a session
before 15 March 1964, Even the Advisory Committee
acknowledged "the great importance of the subject
matter before the Commission on Human Rights"
[A/5632, para. 5(a)].

48, The report contains definite indications astohow
this expenditure may be covered, This is a correct
and positive procedure and we congratulate the Fifth
Committee on appreciating the importance of the
issues and problems relating to the struggle against
racial discrimination.

49. At the same time, we would like to warn against
attempts arbitrarily to construe the resolution of
the General Assembly and the report of the Fifth
Committee as meaning that no final decision has yet
been taken and the whole matter is to be decided by
the Economic and Social Council. This view is in-
correct and unfounded. Under draft resolution VIII,
the General Assembly would urge the Economic and
Social Council to convene a session of the Commission,
and if some Western Powers intend to use the ad-
vantage they enjoy in the Council as a result of its
composition to undermine that United Nations deci-
sion to convene the Commission, then that will be

on their conscience. By such an action they will
seriously undermine the role of the Economic and
Social Council, which is already much criticized by
many countries as a body which, because of its
inequitable composition, is not always equal to its
tasks.

50, The session of the Commission on Human Rights
can and must be held,

51. With regard to the other resolutions recommended
by the Third Committee, [A/5606], and particularly the
resolution providing for the preparation of a draft
convention on the elimination of discrimination against
women [ibid,, para. 90, draft resolution VII], the USSR
delegation will vote for all of them.

52. Mr. GOODHART (United Kingdom): The repre-
sentative of the Soviet Union has just complained
about the lack of reports on agriculture made by the
United Nations, A United Nations report on the suc-
cess, or rather the abject failure, of the agricultural
production in the Soviet Union andin various so-called
socialist countries might indeed make very instruc-
tive reading.

53. The report before us [A/5606] contains nine draft
resolutions. Eight of them were adopted unanimously
or almost unanimously in the Third Committee, and I
wish only to reiterate my delegation's and my Govern-
ment's support for the draft resolutions adopted on
community action, the world social situation, housing.
building and planning, capital punishment, the admir-
able work of the United Nations Children's Fund, two
draft resolutions on the status of women, and that
on equitable geographical representation in the Com-~
mission on Human Rights,

54. This leaves onetowhichmy delegation is opposed.
This is the draft resolution numbered VIII and deals
with the question of holding a session in 1964 of the
Commission on Human Rights.

55. The United Kingdom has always endeavoured to
make a serious contribution to the work of the United
Nations in the field of human rights. My Government
and my delegation were, however, impressed by the
practical arguments put forward by the Secretary-
General for not holding sessions in any of the
functional commissions, with certain well-justified
exceptions, in 1964, We upheld these views in the
Economic and Social Council, which adopted them by
a substantial majority. Now the Fifth Committee of
this Assembly has unanimously, and that includes
the Soviet Union, endorsed budgetary provisions pre-
pared on the assumption that the Commission on
Human Rights will not meet in 1964. Then we also
have the opinion of the Advisory Committee on
Administrative and Budgetary Questions, My delega-
tion supports the contention that the carefully-planned
calendar of conferences of the Economic and Social
Council for 1964 should not be disturbed unless there
are new developments of sufficient importance as to
make a new assessment of the situation necessary.
We do not believe that the situation in this field has
altered dramatically since the budget was unanimously
approved,

56. We shall therefore vote to maintain the planned
calendar of conferences and will vote against resolu-
tion VIIL, ’

57. Mr. CUEVAS CANCINO (Mexico) (translated
from Spanish): The delegation of Mexico wishes to
request a separate vote on the sixth preambular
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paragraph of draft resolution II. The paragraph
reads as follows:

"Convinced that economic and social progress,
especially in the developing countries, cannot be
achieved without a substantial change in outlock
and a clear view of the ends to be attained, and
without such alteration of certain social structures
as may be necessary."

58. My delegation would like a separate vote to be
taken on the words "such”... "as may be necessary"
and I shall explain very briefly why.

59. In paragraph.39 of thereportin documentA/5608,
reference is made to a separate vote requested by my
delegation on the same question, although, I would
point out, it was not the same as the one I am now
requesting.

60. As I see it, this final preambular paragraph as
presently drafted gives the impression that it is not
necessary to alter existing social structures in order
to bring about the changes required by the social
developments of our time, whereas theidea expressed
was exactly the contrary,

61, I would remind you that the paragraph was
originally suggested by the representative of Tunisia,
who quite rightly wished to add the idea that the
world social situation of today should be approached
from the point of view of the need for a substantial
change in outlook and a radical alteration of existing
social structures.

62, In the course of the debate, this idea was modi-
fied and took the form which now appears in the text.
But, in the opinion of my delegation, when we say that
economic and social progress cannot be achieved
without a substantial change in outlook, without a clear
view of the ends to be attained, and without such
alteration of certain social structures as may be
necessary, we are qualifying the alteration of certain
social structures so as to make it appear that the
United Nations is advocating a conservative and not
a really progressive outlook,

63. As an example, 1 should like to quote briefly
from the statements made by Mr, Mayobre, in his
capacity as Executive Secretary of ECLA, at the
recent meeting of the Inter-American Economic and
Social Council2/ at the ministerial level held at SFo
Paulo last November. Referring to the need to ac-
celerate structural reforms, he said: "...nobody can
deny that measures to achievethis cannot be postponed,
measures such as better distribution of income,
agrarian reform, the reorganization of agriculture,
ete."

64, In conclusion—I am quoting him again: " ... all
this has to be done, however difficult it may be, for
without it, we cannot achieve, as we did not achieve
in the past, real structural change".

65, For those reasons, although it seems a detail,
my delegation, in its desire that the United Nations
should always be on the side of progress and social
evolution, would appeal to the President to take a
separate vote on the words "such"... "as may he
necessary" so that the sixth preambular paragraph
of draft resolution II may be appropriately worded,
for social change is definitely necessary.

2/ Second Annual Meetings of the Inter-American Economic and
Social Council at the Export Level and at the Ministerial Level,

66. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): All
those on my list who wished to explain their votes
before the voting have taken the floor. Consequently,
we shall now proceed to vote, one after the other, on
draft resolutions I to IX recommended by the Third
Committee in its report [A/5606, para. 90].

67. We shall vote first on draft resolution I,

Draft resolution I was adopted by &9 votes to none,
with 1 abstention.

68. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): We
ghall now vote on draft resolution II,

69. In connexion with this text, the delegation of
Mexico has requested a separate vote on the words
fsuch!, .. "as may be necessary" in the sixth pre-
ambular paragraph, Consequently, if there are no
objections, under rule 91 of the rules of procedure,
we shall vote first on the words "such",.. "as may
be necessary".

70. I call upon the representative of Cuba,

71, Mr, BARBER ORQOZCO (Cuba) (translated from
Spanish): I only wish to request that the separate
vote requested by the representative of Mexico be
taken by roll-call,

72, The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): Since
there is no objection to the Mexican representativets
request for a separate vote and as the representative
of Cuba has recuested a roli-call, we shall proceed
to a roll-call vote on the words "such" ... "as may
be necessary"” in the sixth preambular paragraph of
draft resolution II.

A vote was taken by roll~call.

Jamaica, having been drawn by lot by the President,
was called upon to vote first,

In favour: Jamaica, Japan, Luxembourg, Mada-
gascar, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua,
Nigeria, Portugal, South Africa, Spain, Thailand,
Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of
America, Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Brazil,
Canada, China, France, Ghana, Greece, Iceland,
Indonesia, Italy.

Against: Mexico, Mongolia, Peru, Poland, Romania,
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia,
Albania, Algeria, Bolivia, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelo-
russian Soviet Socialist Republic, Costa Rica, Cuba,
Czechoslovakia, Hungary.

Abstaining: Laos, Lebanon, Liberia, Libya,Malaysia,
Mali, Morocco, Norway, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay,
Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Somalia, S8weden,
Tanganyika, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, United Arab
Republic, Afghanistan, Austria, Burma, Cambodia,
Cameroon, Central African Republic, Ceylon, Chad,
Chile, Colombia, Congo (Brazzaville), Congo (Leopold-
ville), Cyprus, Denmark, KEcuador, El1 Salvador,
Ethiopia, Finland, Guatemala, Guinea, Honduras, India,
Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Ivory Coast,

The words "such" ... "as may be necessary" were
retained by 29 votes to 20, with 48 abstentions.

73, The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): I shall
now put to the vote draft resolution II as a whole,

Draft resolution II was adopted unanimously.
74, The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): We

~ shall now vote on draft resolutions III to VII which were
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approved unanimously by the Third Committee. If there
are no objections, I shall take it that the Assembly
also approves them unanimously.

. Draft resolutions III to VII were adopted unanimously.

75. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): We
shall now vote on draft resolution VIII, Iwould remind
the Assembly that the Fifth Committee has submitted
its report [A/5632] on the financial implications of this
draft resolution.

Draft resolution VIII was adopted by 78 votes to 12,
with 7 abstentions.

76. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): We
shall now vote on draft resolution IX,

Draft resolution IX was adopted unanimously.

77. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish):Inow
give the floor to the representatives whowished to ex~
plain their vote after the voting,

78. Mr. BECK (Hungary) (translated from Spanish):
The Third Committee's report [A/5606] relatingtothe
report of the Economic and Social Council indicates
that the draft resolution on community action was
adopted in the Third Committee with only one vote
against and a certain number of abstentions. That
negative vote was cast by the Hungarian delegation,

79. No explanation of our vote would be needed if the
delegation of Hungary were of the opinion that com-
munity action is harmful, or if we considered it
erroneous or even unimportant and unnecessary, But
this is not the case. My delegation believes that com~
munity action is important and necessary.

80, In the debate on thisiteminthe Third Committee,
my delegation drew an example from recent Hungarian
history in order to bring out the achievements of
community action in our country, However, we believe
that the draft which has just been adopted as a resolu-
tion builds up hopes which cannot be realized, despite
the good intentions of those who formulated it or voted
in its favour,

81. The resolution does not call attention to the fact
that community action cannot take the place of the
structural reforms—including, in many cases, land
reform—which areneeded and which will differ accord-
ing to the particular conditions of each country, It does
not call attention to the fact that the success of com-
munity action is illusory wherever the variousneces-
sary reforms have not been carried out,

82, In the debate in the Committee it was clearly
shown that in countries where community action has
been widespread and fruitful for decades—one or two
centuries in many cases—land reform and other struc~
tural reforms have been carried out. The implementa-
tion of these reforms is not the least of the factors
which helped to transform those countries, in varying
degrees, into developed nations,

83, The resolution places considerable emphasis on
the list of results expected from community action,
which, if the lessons of history that I mentioned are
ignored, may generate vain hope that the so-called
developing countries—if they do not achieve fully
developed status—will at least come close to attaining
the economic and social conditions which prevail in
the agricultural regicns of the developed countries,
solely through community action, and without funda-
mental national measures and reforms.

84, The delegation of Hungary believes that the
United Nations and its organs are devoting too much
attention to a problem which, although important, is
in the final analysis, only of a secondary nature. Our
attention, our energies and the resources at our
disposal are thus being diverted from our major task
which should be to determine what needs to be done
in the various so-called developing countries, draw-
ing on the fund of experience of the developed coun-
tries, both in the East and in the West, so that
development can be attained as speedily as possible,
thereby improving the economic and social conditions
of the masses and, among other things, establishing
the pre-conditions for effective community action,

85. This was the position of the Hungarian delegation
in the debate in the Third Committee. As the draft
resolution's sponsors and the majority of the delega-
tions rejected the ideas put forward by my delegation,
we voted against the draft resolution in the Committee.
Here, in the General Assembly, without changing our
position, but guided by a spirit of co-operation, in-
stead of casting a negative vote, we abstained from
voting on this resolution,

86. We wished to take this opportunity to point out
once more the reasons for the vote of the Hungarian
People's Republic on the draft resolution on com-
munity action,

87, Mr, TODOROV (Bulgaria) (translated from
Russian): During the consideration of the draft reso-
lution on community action [A/5606, para. 90, draft
regsolution 1] in the Third Committee, the Bulgarian
delegation, together with the delegation of Cuba,
submitted amendments to that draft [ibid., para. 29].

88. The purpose of our amendments was to definethe
place of community development among the measures
taken by individual countries for the purpose of solv-
ing their economic and social problems,

89, Our starting point was and is the premise that,
if it is isolated from the vital tasks facing various
countries in the sphere of economic, social and
cultural development, community development cannot
in itself produce the desired results. It cannot solve
the economic and social problems which confront the
peoples of the developing countries.

90, We consider that, by its very nature and scope,
community development can be no more than supple-
mentary, secondary action, and that it is strongly
affected by the economic and social conditions under
which it is carried out.

91, The levels of living and the cultural level of a
people can he improved only on the basis of rapid
industrialization and the development of agriculture.
This presupposes the introduction of progressive
attitudes, particularly in the countryside,

92, The Report on the World Social Situation3/ and
the report of the ad hoc Group of Experts on Com-
munity Development%/ indicate quite clearly that
where there is large-scale land ownership, land re-
form is a necessary prerequisite for improving
social conditions,

93. The idea of a close interrelationship and inter-
dependence between community development and land
reform is expressed to some extent in the resolution,
Although the text of the resolution is not fully satis-

3/ Unired Narions publication, Sales No.; 63.1V.4.
4/ Ibid,, Sales No.: 63.1V.2.
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factory to us, my delegation, gnided by the desire to
reach unanimity on the resolution expressed by some
delegations, and in a spirit of co-operation, has found
it possible to vote in favour of the resolution on com-
munity action.

94, Mr. HAY (Australia): I wish to explain the vote
of the Australian delegation on resolution VIIIentitled
"Sessions of the Commission on Human Rights",

95. The Australian delegation sincerely respects the
strength of the feelings which many delegations ex~
pressed in their speecheg in the Third Committee
regarding the need for a meeting of the Commission
on Human Rights at an early date in order to move
ahead with the work of drafting a convention on the
elimination of all forms of racial discrimination,
My delegation fully sympathizes with these feelings.
We would not wish to delay the preparation of this
important document regarding human relations, How-~
ever, we have felt that we are in duty bound not to
ignore the practical difficulties which will confront
the United Nations, if, inthe extraordinary administra~
tive circumstances which will exist in 1964, the
Secretariat is obliged to service a meeting of the
Commission on Human Rights,

96, Representatives will recall that the Secretary-
General's recommendation to the Economic and Social
Council [1274th meeting] that meetings of all the func-
tional commissions in 1964 be cancelled was made
partly because of the increasing frequency of meet-
ings, but especially because of the added burden of
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop-
ment, to which the General Assembly has given
virtually an overriding priority in 1964, In addition,
of course, there are the problems presented by the
proposed structural alterations at Headquarters, which
will seriously lessen available facilities and place an
increased load on those in Geneva.

97. At the thirty-sixth session of the Economic and
Social Council it became clear to most delegations that
the Secretary-General's proposal for a moratorium
on meetings would have tobe either accepted as a whole
or rejected. it was therefore accepted as a whole,

98. Neither the Secretary~General nor the Economic
and Social Council makes proposals ortakes decisions
lightly and, in the view of mydelegation, it should only
be in the most exceptional circumstances that such
proposals or decisions ought to be set aside, The
Secretary-General's problems regarding the ser-
vicing of conferences in 1964 will be without precedent
and they simply cannot be voted out of existence,

99. In reaching its decision regarding the 1964
calendar of conferences, the Economic and Social
Council took into account a very wide range of con-
siderations, It did not simply examine the administra~
tive and budgetary considerations involved in the
possible meeting of a single functional Commission,
It also had to consider much wider questions of
periodicity and administrative arrangements,.

100. During the debate at that council meeting, the
Australian representative supported the Secretary-
General's recommendations and the decision of the
council to accept them, The Australian representative
in the Third Committee took a consistent stand. My
delegation is not aware of anythingwhich has happened
since August or since the debate in the Third Com-
mittee which was not foreseen by the Secretary-
General or by the Council and which would cause

either of them to change their views regarding the
1964 calendar of conferences. Indeed, as late as
25 October 1963, the Secretary-General reiterated
in very clear words and with full awareness of the
stage reached by the Third Committee in its work,
his hope that the calendar of meetings as approved
by the council would be maintained [See A/C.3/L.1144],

101, We have not felt that we should brush aside
lightly the considerations on which the Council based
this decision, nor the practical difficulties posed by
the Secretary-General himself, We need to bear in
mind that the Advisory Committee in its report to the
Fifth Committee of the Assembly on this issue
[A/5611] by the Secretary-General on 25 October, to
which I have just made reference,

102, Even if the Human Rights Commission did not
meet, it would not have followed that no work would
be done toward the implementation of the Declaration
on discrimination. It would have been our hope that in
any event all governments would take very early
steps wherever necessary to carry out the purposes
and principles of the Declaration irrespective of a
convention, I would have had no doubt that there
would, in any event, have been a progress report to
the nineteenth session of the General Assembly.

103. For the reasons which my delegation has just
made clear, it felt obliged to cast its vote in favour
of the unanimous decision of the Economic and Social
Council and in support of the recommendation of the
Secretary-General, and accordingly against resolu-
tion VIII,

104¢. Mr, STEWART (Canada): Canada has a deep
and continuing interest in the work which has heen
done and is being done to further the cause of human
rights throughout the world. This interest has been
heightened by our membership on the Human Rights
Commission, and we attach very great importance
indeed to the work of that Commission, For this
reason I should like to explain briefly why Canada
voted against draft resolution VIII of the report
[A/5606] now before the Assembly,

105. The United Nations, in dealing with the many
problems which require its attention, must operate
within the limits of the resources of people, time and
money at its disposal. In order to do this, this
Organization must establish effective priorities and
then abide by those priorities, Tailure to do this
will only reduce the effectiveness and the productivity
of our efforts. The General Assembly decided to give
priority in 1964 to the World Conference on Trade
and Development, This Conference will greatly in-
crease the tasks of the already overburdened Secre-
tariat in preparing the mass of documentation required,
Moreover, the provision of staff for conferences has
become a crucial problem. Conseguently, the Secre-
tary-General considered that the number of meetings
in 1964 should be kept to a minimum,

106. The Conference on Trade and Development will
require the conference facilities available in Geneva
for an extended period of time. Additional problems
have been presented by the proposed extensive reno-
vations at headquarters here in New York, which will
reduce considerably the facilities available for meet-
ings and place an increased load on the facilities in
Geneva, For these reasons, the Secretary-General
asked whether the functional commissions might not
cancel their meetings in 1964, The Economic and
Social Council took into account the views of the
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Secretary-General and adopted a calendar of confer-
ences for 1964 which did not include a meeting of the
Human Rights Commission,

107. Canada has consistently supported the Secre-
gary-General in his attempt to reduce the number of
meetings in 1964, and we have endorsed the calendar
of conferences which the Economic and Social Council
approved. We do not consider that the situation which
caused the Secretary-General to make his appeal has
been changed, In fact, when the Third Committee was
considering this issue, theSecretary~General, reiter-
ated his hope that the calendar of conferences approved
by the Economic and Social Council would be
maintained,

108. We understand the desir» of some delegationsto
have a draft convention on racial discrimination ready
for consideration by the nineteenth session of the
General Assembly. In order to have this convention
prepared, the Economic and Social Council has now
been asked to reconsider its decisionregardinga 1964
meeting of the Human Rights Commission, In our view,
this request does not pay sufficient regard to the
broader considerations which led the Secretary-
General to make his proposal and which led the
Economic and Social Couneil to approve that proposal.
We believe that the inevitable consequences will be
to affect adversely the operations of the United Nations
in other areas whichare equally important tothe needs
and aspirations of all of us, but particularly to the
needs and aspirations of the less developed countries.
It is for these reasons that we voted against this draft
resolution,

109. Mr. BINGHAM (United States of America); My
delegation was happy to support all the draft resolu-
tions presented here this afternoon except one, draft
resolution VIII, dealing with segsions of the Human
Rights Commission. In explaining my delegation's
position on this resolution, I should like, as have
other speakers this afternoon, to refer briefly to the
background of this draft resolution, with which I per-
sonally was involved,

110, At the Economic and Social Council session in
Geneva in July [1274th meeting], the Secretary-General
first submitted a recommendation that one functional
commission, in addition tothe Commission on Narcotic
Drugs, meetin 1964, His reasons for limiting the meet-
ings were, as has been stated this afternoon, primarily
the unprecedented demands of the forthcoming United
Nations Trade and Development Conference, and
secondarily, the structural alterations to he undertaken
here at headquarters which made the facilities here
much more limited than usual.

111, Tollowing the submission of that report, there
was some discussion among delegations and with the
representatives of the Secretary~General, and it ap-
peared difficult, indeed impossible, to decide which
one of the functional commissions should be given
priority and might meet, It was after that that the
Secretary-General, upon further consideration, rec~
ommended that with the exception of the Commission
on Narcotic Drugs, which had statutory reasons for
meeting briefly, there be no meetings of the functional
commissions in 1964,

112, My delegation supported that recommendation,
and, as I stated at the timein the Economic and Social
Council [1297th meeting], we did so reluctantly be-
cause of our tremendous interest in the work of all
three functional commisgsions. At that time Iindicated

the great importance that we attached to the work of
these commissions and the fact that we considered the
recommendation for 1964 tobe an exceptional measure,

113, I might recall to the Assembly that the recom-
mendations of the Secretary-General that were ac-
cepted at that time by the Economic and Social Council
[1297th meeting] involved, in addition to the cancella~
tion of the meetings of the functional commissions, also
the cancellation of the springmeetings of the Economic
and Social Council itself,

114, Our position today is motivated entirely by the
same considerations that governed us at that time, It
is entirely consistent with the position that we and the
Economic and Social Council took at that time. I re-
gret that one delegation has today suggestedthat some
delegations which were not in favour of this draft
resolution were not in favour of itbecause they wanted
to delay the drafting of a convention on racial dis-
crimination. So far as my delegationis concerned, that
insinuation is deeply resented and categorically
rejected.

115. As I said in July in Geneva, the position with
which we are confronted so far as the calendar of
conferences for 1964 is concerned is an exceptional
one. We therefore do not regard anything connected
with the calendar of conferences for 1964 to be a
precedent for the future, I reiterate what I stated at
that time, that the position of my delegation is that it
is in favour of annual meetings of the functional
commissions—the Human Rights Commission, the
Commission on the Status of Women, and the Social
Commission—and we hope that these commissions
will meet in 1965 and annually thereafter.

116, Mr. CUEVAS CANCINO (Mexico) (translated
from Spanish: I should like to explain my delegation's
vote on draft resolution VIII in the Third Committee's
report, which we have adopted,

117. My delegation attaches the greatest importance
to the past and future work of the Commission on
Human Rights, We consider it one of the most im-
portant organs of the United Nations, and Article 68
of the Charter confirms this view. We also believe,
however, that in any plan to rationalize the sessions
of the economic and social bodies of our Organization,
an objective of which we approve, the Commission on
Human Rights should naturally be considered as a
special case, The Mexican delegation believes, there-
fore, that provision should in any event be made for
annual sessions of the Commaission,

118. With regard to the Commission's session in
1964, my delegation wishes to state that it has con-
sidered the consequences of such a session with the
greatest care. Before endorsing the request that the
Economic and Social Council should reconsider its
decision, we carefully weighed the text of Articles 7
and 64 of the Charter, My delegation is confident,
therefore, that the Economic and Social Council will
take into account the scope of the task which has
been assigned to the Commission and the continuity
which the work of the Commission requires.

119, We are glad to note that, after an equally ex-
haustive study, the Fifth Committee, as shown in its
report [A/5632 para. 13] endorses draft resolution
VIII. There can be no clearer indication that the
majority of the Assembly recognizes the work of the
Commission on Human Rights to be of primary
importance.
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120. Mr. DELEAU (France) (translated from French):
The French delegation has just voted in favour of draft
resolution VIII concerning sessions of the Commission
on Human Rights, It has always believed that, in view
of the great importance of the work of that Commis-
sion, the latter should meet every year and consequent-
ly, that it should hold a sesgion in 1964,

121. However, at its last session, the Economic and
Social Council decided [1297th meeting] that, with the
exception of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs, its
functional commissions would not meet next year.
That decision having been taken by a body which is
one of the principal organs of the United Nations
under Article 7 of the Charter, all that the resolu-
tion we just passed could do wastodraw the Council's
attention to the desirability of reconsidering its
decision. The Council obviously retains complete
freedom of action and it alone will finally decide
whether the Commission on Human Rights meets in
1964 or not. Without appropriate and full protection

of the rights of the individual, all the work of our
Organization will be weakened.

122, The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish):
As there are no more speakers listed as wishing to
explain their vote after the vote, consideration of
the second item on the order of business for this
afternoon has been concluded,

123, Before adjourning the meeting, I must inform
the Assembly that the two plenary meetings scheduled
for tomorrow have been cancelled. These meetings
had been scheduled for discussion and vote on draft
resolutions submitted in relation to item 23, con-
sideration of which was completed last night, However,
since no draft resolution on this item has been sub-
mitted as yet to the Secretariat, and since I have been
informed that none will be available for tomorrow, I
must cancel the two meetings,

The meeting rose at 4.50 p.m.

Litho in U,N.
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