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Letter dated 26 January 1998 fromthe Pernmanent Representatives of
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turknenistan and Uzbeki stan to
the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General

W have the honour to transmit herewith the text of a joint statement by
the heads of State of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turknenistan and
Uzbeki stan, nmade on 5 January 1998 in Ashgabat (see annex).

W shoul d be grateful if you would have the text of this letter and its
annex circul ated as a docunent of the General Assenbly under the itens entitled
"Support by the United Nations systemof the efforts of Governnents to pronote
and consolidate new or restored denocracies", "The naintenance of international
security - prevention of the violent disintegration of States", "Macroeconomn c
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policy questions" and "Sustainabl e devel opnment and international economc

cooperation”.

(Signed) Akmaral ARYSTANBEKOVA
Anbassador, Pernmanent Representative
Kazakhstan to the United Nations

(Signed) Zanmira ESHVAMBETOVA
Anbassador, Pernmanent Representative
Kyrgyzstan to the United Nations

(Signed) Rashid ALI MOV
Anbassador, Pernmanent Representative
Tajikistan to the United Nations

(Signed) Aksoltan ATAEVA
Anbassador, Pernmanent Representative
Turkneni stan to the United Nations

(Signed) Al isher VCH DOV
Anbassador, Pernmanent Representative
Uzbeki stan to the United Nations
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ANNEX

Joint statenent by the heads of State of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan
Taj i ki stan, Turkneni stan and Uzbeki stan, nmade on 5 January 1998

i n_Ashgabat

On 5 January 1998, the Presidents of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan
Tur kneni stan and Uzbeki stan held a neeting in Ashgabat.

Presi dents Nursultan Nazarbaev, Askar Akayev, Enonmali Rakhnonov and | sl am
Karinmov extended their good wi shes to President Saparnurat N yazov in connection
with his recovery froman illness, expressed their support and w shed him
success in his work for the good of the people of Turknenistan

During the neeting, which took place in a spirit of mutual understanding,
friendshi p and good- nei ghbourliness, the Presidents exchanged views on the
current state of, and prospects for devel oping, relations anong the countries of
the regi on, broadening and deepeni ng cooperation in the nost inportant areas of
economi ¢ and social and cultural life, and on a wi de range of issues relating to
international and regional policies of mutual interest.

In particular, the leaders of the five States noted their States' enornous
hi storical potential and common historical roots, the interrel atedness of their
destinies, their traditions of friendship, the simlarity of their cultures,
custons and nores, and the stability of their good-neighbourly relations. n
the eve of the twenty-first century and the third mllennium the |eaders of the
five States were unaninous in their view that the nost pressing need was to
protect the region frompolitical crises and conflicts, and to create an
at nrosphere of nutual confidence and constructive partnership on an equal footing
for the good of one and all

Wth respect to the outcone of the neeting, the sides,

Consi dering the need to consolidate the independence of their States,
i nprove the wel | -being of their peoples, develop their national econonies and
nmake the nost effective use of their geopolitical situation and natural -
resources potential

Bearing in mind the sinmlarity of their goals and objectives with respect
to the independent devel opment of their countries, consolidation of their
statehood, and their international recognition as full subjects of internationa
| aw,

Reaffirming their conmtnent to the principles of the Charter of the United
Nations, desiring to deepen the ties anong their countries and peoples on the
basis of the principles of respect for independence, sovereignty, territoria
integrity, inviolability of borders, equality, non-interference in each other's
internal affairs, rejection of the use of force or threat of force and rejection
of econom c or any other means of exerting pressure, conscientious fulfilnment of
their obligations, and conpliance with the universally recognized norns of
i nternational |aw,
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Stated the foll owi ng

1. The sides are unaninous in their determ nation to consolidate their
political and econom c independence through the extensive devel opnent of
international bilateral and nultilateral ties, regional cooperation and nutua
support in diverse international organizations and foruns.

2. The sides reaffirned their unwavering commitnent to deepening friendly,
equi tabl e and nutual | y advant ageous rel ati ons based on a |l ong-term partnership
and consistent with the national interests of all five States, and to security
and stability in the region.

3. The sides agreed that the Commonwealth of |ndependent States is an
acceptabl e nodel for bilateral and nultilateral cooperation anong States in
transition. At the same tine, it was necessary to bear in nind that the form of
participation in the Commonweal th nmust be deternined by each State independently
inthe light of its development priorities and its international obligations.

4. The sides confirned the need to inplenent the Ashgabat Declaration of
t he Econom c Cooperation Organization with respect to the creation of a pipeline
infrastructure and transport and conmuni cations systens in the region

They noted the inportance of the Treaty between Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and
Uzbeki stan on the creation of a single econonic area within the framework of
regi onal integration.

5. The sides enphasized the need to increase the exploitation and out put
of their countries' rich natural resources, particularly natural gas and oil
and take urgent measures to inplement joint projects to lay pipelines and
construct electric power lines to transport sources of energy to world narkets.

6. The sides expressed their satisfaction with the process of settling the
situation in Tajikistan and noted that the normalization of the situation in
that country was inportant for the entire region. They expressed their
readi ness to contribute in every way possible to the achi evenent of
reconciliation and accord in Tajikistan through the creation of denocratic and
secul ar State based on the rule of |aw

7. The sides were unaninous in their view that the establishment of peace
and accord in Afghani stan was possible only through negotiati ons between the
opposing groups with the active assistance of all interested parties. They
reaffirned their readiness to continue their joint efforts to settle the
situation in Afghani stan under the auspices of the United Nations, with the
partici pation of neighbouring countries, the Russian Federation and the United
States of America and the Organization of the Islanmc Conference.

The sides unani mously noted the usefulness and tineliness of the Ashgabat
neeting, which hel ped strengthen nmutual understandi ng and confi dence, and
clarify positions on key issues concerning relations anong the five fraterna
countries.
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Presi dent Saparnurat N yazov expressed his thanks to the | eaders of the
four fraternal neighbouring States for their attention, good w shes and friendly
support.

Presi dents Nazar baev, Akayev, Rakhnonov and Kari nov thanked
President Niyazov for his hospitality and warm wel come.



