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Summary of the work of the Economic Commission for
Africa, 2024-2025

Summary

The present report provides highlights of the work of the Economic Commission
for Africa (ECA) during the 2024/25 reporting period, during which ECA focused on
five strategic focus areas and two cross-cutting themes to foster economic growth,
promote macrofinancial stability, advance regional integration and accelerate
progress towards the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals and the
implementation of Agenda 2063: The Africa We Want, of the African Union. The
focus areas were: (a) macroeconomic policies and development financing;
(b) regional integration, economic diversification and industrialization;
(c) infrastructure development, including energy; (d) technology, innovation and
connectivity; and (e) climate action and food security. The cross-cutting themes were
data and statistics, and social dimensions. ECA, moreover, specifically promoted
digital transformation, supported the modernization of statistical systems and the use
of innovative statistical tools, and enhanced the capacity of Governments in areas
such as public sector management, development planning and risk management.
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I1.

Introduction

1.  The African economy grew by 3.4 per cent in 2024, a slight improvement over
the 3.3 per cent registered in 2023. However, in terms of gross domestic product per
capita, growth remained below 1 per cent per year, reflecting the subdued economic
performance of African economies. This was due to a cascading set of crises and
headwinds, including geopolitical tensions, climate-related challenges, tight global
financial conditions and elevated debt levels. Significant inflationary pressures and
currency depreciations contributed to macroeconomic instability, further limiting
growth, while high borrowing and debt servicing costs further curtailed investment
and economic expansion.

2. The increasing frequency and severity of climate-induced events are
undermining infrastructure and livelihoods, posing significant risks to the continent’s
economic prospects. By 2024, an estimated 476 million people in Africa, equivalent
to almost half the continent’s population, were expected to be living in poverty.
Limited economic opportunities at home, in particular for young people, are driving
many to seek better prospects abroad.

3. As part of the realignment of its programme of work as featured in the 2025
programme plan and budget, the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) identified
five strategic focus areas and two cross-cutting themes for 2024 and beyond to foster
economic growth, promote macrofinancial stability, advance regional integration and
accelerate progress towards the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals
and the implementation of Agenda 2063: The Africa We Want, of the African Union.
The focus areas were: (a) macroeconomic policies and development financing;
(b) regional  integration, economic diversification and industrialization;
(c) infrastructure development, including energy; (d) technology, innovation and
connectivity; and (e) climate action and food security. The cross-cutting themes were
data and statistics, and social dimensions. Moreover, ECA specifically promoted
digital transformation, supported the modernization of statistical systems and the use
of innovative statistical tools, and enhanced the capacity of Governments in areas
such public sector management, development planning and risk management. The
Commission also played a pivotal role in preparations across Africa for the Summit
of the Future, held in New York in September 2024, and facilitated the deliberations
on the African Youth Declaration on the Summit of the Future.

Advancing implementation of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development in the region

4.  The high-level advocacy efforts of ECA played a crucial role in shaping global
and regional policy discussions. ECA made presentations to African ministers of
finance during key meetings in Addis Ababa (preparatory committee for the Fourth
International Conference on Financing for Development in July 2024) and Abuja
(African Caucus meeting in August 2024) on reform of the global financial
architecture and international tax cooperation. ECA also established an interdivisional
task force to support the African Union Commission and the South African presidency
of the Group of 20. In addition, the twelfth Conference on Climate Change and
Development in Africa focused on financing strategies for climate resilience, while
the tenth special session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment
advocated REDD-plus programmes and a high-integrity African carbon market. At
the twenty-ninth session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change, held in Baku in November 2024, ECA
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advocated mechanisms related to finance, loss and damage, adaptation, mitigation,
technology access and carbon trading.

5. ECA convened several events aimed at providing consolidated African inputs to
the Fourth International Conference on Financing for Development. It organized the
African regional consultation for the Conference in Addis Ababa on 18 and
19 November 2024, which was attended by 240 participants representing 31
countries. In preparation for the meeting, ECA developed a background paper that
assessed progress made and emerging issues. Participants discussed priorities,
resulting in an African position paper and outcome, which contributed to the global
draft outcome.

6.  The tenth session of the Africa Regional Forum on Sustainable Development
was convened by ECA in Addis Ababa in April 2024. Outcomes of the Forum included
the Addis Ababa declaration on the effective delivery of sustainable, resilient and
innovative solutions to reinforce the 2030 Agenda and Agenda 2063 and to eradicate
poverty in times of multiple crises (ECA/RFSD/2024/12), which served as the
collective input of Africa to the high-level political forum on sustainable
development, held in July 2024, and the Summit of the Future.

7. ECA, in collaboration with the African Union Commission, the African
Development Bank (AfDB) and the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP), produced and launched the 2024 Africa Sustainable Development Report:
Reinforcing the 2030 Agenda and Agenda 2063 and Eradicating Poverty in Times of
Multiple Crises — The Effective Delivery of Sustainable, Resilient and Innovative
Solutions, in line with the theme and goals under focus at the 2024 high-level political
forum on sustainable development. The 2024 report enables evidence-based
policymaking and planning towards the attainment of these goals, with the results
communicated at major meetings, including during a side event at the 2024 high-level
political forum and the twenty-ninth session of the Conference of the Parties to the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.

8. The Commission produced its flagship Economic Report on Africa 2024:
Investing in a Just and Sustainable Transition in Africa and launched it on the margins
of the tenth session of the Africa Regional Forum on Sustainable Development. In
that report, the Commission emphasized the need for investing in a just and
sustainable transition for Africa and identified leapfrogging opportunities arising
from the continent’s early stage of development, abundant natural resources and
youthful demographics.

9. ECA convened the Africa Business Forum in February 2025, held alongside the
thirty-eighth ordinary session of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of
the African Union, bringing together African leaders, policymakers, private sector
representatives, investors, researchers and young people to explore the role of
education, technology and innovation in the transformation of Africa. The Forum
served as a multi-stakeholder platform for candid discussions on activating the
continent’s regional value chains. It focused on the development of regional value
chains and special economic zones in the livestock, agro-industrial parks and
pharmaceuticals sectors across Africa.

10. The fifty-seventh session of ECA, including the annual meeting of the
Conference of African Ministers of Finance, Planning and Economic Development,
on the theme “Advancing the implementation of the Agreement Establishing the
African Continental Free Trade Area: proposing transformative strategic actions”,
generated consensus among member States on the need to continue to demonstrate
the same high degree of political will to implement the Agreement and ownership of
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its implementation as has been the case with regard to ratification. It also identified
strategic actions to accelerate the implementation of the Agreement.

11. ECA continued to coordinate the activities of the African High-level Working
Group on the Global Financial Architecture, which was established to develop
proposals for global financial reform and to amplify the African voice in global
forums. The Working Group discussed the following topics at a series of meetings:
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) Resilience and Sustainability Trust, a new
IMF agenda for green development, a new agenda for market access and the Bretton
Woods at 80 initiative. ECA also published a report entitled The IMF and the Future
of the Global Financial Architecture, which outlines a new agenda for IMF to better
address challenges faced by African low- and middle-income countries. Key
proposals include establishing a global financial safety net, a new global debt
architecture, increased resources for the Resilience and Sustainability Trust, a
renewed focus on green development and market access, and a recalibrated IMF
suited for the twenty-first century.

12. The Commission worked extensively to advance the implementation of the
African Continental Free Trade Area and to foster trade facilitation and
industrialization. In 2024, it provided technical assistance to more than a dozen of
countries in implementing national strategies related to the Area, developed tools to
support regional value chains and facilitated negotiations on trade agreements. The
Commission also offered training sessions for trade negotiators, supported businesses
in understanding the trade opportunities of the Area, and contributed to sustainability
measures by integrating environmental considerations into national trade strategies.

13. ECA supported member States in aligning their national industrial policy
frameworks with regional industrial strategies. In 2024, ECA supported the
Governments of Lesotho and Zambia in formulating and implementing their national
industrial policies to promote industrialization, enhance competitiveness and deepen
economic growth through structural transformation. It also contributed to the
industrialization efforts of the Government of Mauritius, providing technical support
for the establishment of a business information portal on renewable energy
technologies hosted by the Mauritius Renewable Energy Agency.

14. The Commission organized a regional workshop in Zimbabwe on critical energy
transition minerals and opportunities related to clean energy, decarbonization and
industrialization. Workshop stakeholders were encouraged to explore opportunities
for a regional approach to exploiting such minerals by creating a supportive policy
environment and promoting value addition and the growth of the electric vehicle
value chain. The workshop also explored how the recommendations and proposals
contained in Africa’s Green Minerals Strategy, the African Mining Vision and other
subregional mining visions could anchor the development of the critical minerals
sector.

15. Special economic zones are crucial for the economic transformation of Africa,
attracting investment, boosting industrialization and creating jobs while promoting
export diversification and regional integration. Their success depends on robust
policies, infrastructure development and strong local linkages to ensure sustainable
and inclusive growth. ECA assisted three countries® in assessing value chains for new-
generation special economic zones and fostering partnerships. On the sidelines of the
2024 African Special Economic Zones Annual Meeting, ECA was awarded a prize for
its contribution to the strategic positioning of such zones as a catalyst for inclusive
and sustainable industrialization on the continent.

1 Cameroon, Congo and Gabon.
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16. The Commission supported member States in accelerating the implementation
of the African Union Road Map on Harnessing the Demographic Dividend through
Investments in Youth, including by providing technical support for the
operationalization of the budgeting sensitive to the democratic dividend approach.
ECA enhanced national capacities in relation to such budgeting through targeted
advocacy with the key policymakers, and offered capacity-building training for over
400 national officials in applying demographic economics and planning tools. These
led to the integration of demographic dividend-related considerations into the 2025
budgetary programming documents of Burkina Faso, the Niger and Togo.

17. ECA supported seven member States? in strengthening their evidence-based
planning capacities through the adoption of the ECA integrated planning and
reporting toolkit, which aids in digitalizing and aligning national development plans
with global commitments. The Commission also provided macroeconomic forecasts
for the Gambia, Ghana and Namibia. Ghana used the ECA model to produce economic
forecasts that fed into the policy development process of its National Development
Planning Commission. ECA offered training on macroeconomic modelling in
enhancing the skills of officials from Ethiopia, the Gambia, Ghana and Uganda. It
also offered a series of training sessions on methodologies for statistically estimating
tax-related and crime-related illicit financial flows, in partnership with the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime.

18. ECA interventions related to climate resilience included policy support for green
and blue economies, frameworks for sustainable resource management and assistance
to African nations in meeting their climate commitments under international
agreements. In addition, capacity-building initiatives were launched to strengthen
African representation in climate negotiations, improve national carbon market
strategies and enhance digital identification frameworks for inclusive governance.

19. In 2024, ECA provided technical support in the development of the carbon
registries of the African Island States Climate Commission and the Climate
Commission for the Sahel Region. It also supported the development of the 10-year
Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for Small Island Developing States: A Renewed
Declaration for Resilient Prosperity, adopted by small island developing States at the
fourth International Conference on Small Island Developing States, held in May 2024,
and which replaced the SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway.

20. The Paris Agreement mandates a global stocktake every five years to assess
collective progress towards climate goals and guide the next round of nationally
determined contributions. In 2024, ECA organized national stakeholder workshops in
Liberia and Zimbabwe. The workshops brought together over 30 participants from
key climate-sensitive sectors, including agriculture, energy, water and transport, to
assess current nationally determined contributions in the light of the global stocktake
and support the development of nationally determined contributions 3.0 aligned with
national development plans.

21. ECA also strengthened the role of Africa in climate negotiations and technical
expertise. In 2024, it conducted a virtual training session for 187 climate negotiators
from more than 30 African countries, addressing the continent’s need for skilled
representatives. To support women in climate journalism, the Commission trained
about 200 female media practitioners, enhancing climate-reporting skills.

22. The Commission updated its loss and damage study, presenting preliminary
findings at the twenty-ninth session of the Conference of the Parties to the United

IN)

Angola, Cabo Verde, Equatorial Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique, Sao Tome and Principe
and United Republic of Tanzania.
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Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. The study provides risk
assessment guidelines and tools for integrating loss and damage into nationally
determined contributions. In carbon market capacity-building, ECA, in partnership
with the African Group of Negotiators, trained focal points for the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change and developed policy briefs on article 6
of the Convention.

23. ECA provided technical support to its members to enhance the energy sector
policy environment and encourage private sector investment in that sector. The
Government of Kenya enacted the Energy (Electricity Market, Bulk Supply and Open
Access) Regulations, 2024, while a regulatory review of the electricity market was
launched in Madagascar. At the continental level, African Heads of State and
Government, meeting at the thirty-seventh ordinary session of the Assembly of Heads
of State and Government of the African Union, held in Addis Ababa in February 2024,
adopted a continental regulatory framework to attract private sector investment in the
energy sector. Developed in collaboration with ECA, the framework is aimed at
supporting efforts by African Governments to establish effective regulatory
mechanisms with a view to mobilizing additional investments in the energy sector.

24. ECA contributed towards improved institutional capacity for public-private
partnerships to boost financing and investment in infrastructure. It organized four
capacity-building workshops in Cameroon, Malawi, Uganda and Zambia focusing on
strengthening expertise in the structuring of public-private partnerships, procurement
and contract management, as well as legal and regulatory frameworks to guide the
implementation of such partnerships and technically assist countries in developing
road maps for bringing their public-private partnership projects to fruition. Further,
in collaboration with the African Legal Support Facility and AfDB, the Commission
co-organized the first forum for African public-private partnership units, in
September 2024. The inaugural edition of the Forum brought together the heads of
such units from across the continent, along with high-level industry experts and
development partners, to facilitate a conversation on the integration of climate
resilience principles into large-scale public-private partnership infrastructure
projects. This forum will be an annual event that is aimed at strengthening
institutional capacity for public-private partnerships in Africa.

25. To support implementation of the Yamoussoukro Declaration on a New African
Air Transport Policy, ECA produced guidelines and recommendations on air transport
liberalization to inform policy decisions by its members. As the secretariat of the
Yamoussoukro Decision monitoring body, ECA organized a webinar to determine the
extent to which States have aligned their bilateral air service agreements with the
Decision. An ECA audit of 12 Single African Air Transport Market States® revealed
only 70 per cent effective compliance with critical key performance indicators and
the need for several States to review their bilateral air service agreements due to
non-compliance with key performance indicator 2 on market access.

26. In collaboration with the African Union Commission, ECA organized the 15th
meeting of the Yamoussoukro Decision monitoring body in Kenya, which led to the
establishment of the Yamoussoukro Decision/Single African Air Transport Market
Dispute Settlement Mechanism Administrative Council and the monitoring of the
secretariat of the dispute settlement mechanism.

27. ECA work on poverty, inequality and social policy advanced efforts to address
social disparities and promote inclusive growth. ECA supported several countries in

3 Angola, Benin, Cabo Verde, Cameroon, Ethiopia, Gambia, Namibia, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal,
Sierra Leone and Togo.
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developing social policy frameworks aimed at reducing inequality and promoting
resilience, in particular for marginalized groups, including women and youth.

28. As part of the 30-year review of the implementation of the Beijing Declaration
and Platform for Action, ECA supported five countries* in taking stock of the
institutional mechanisms required for strengthening gender-sensitive fiscal policy. It
provided technical support to 42 members of ECA to review and report on the status
of implementation of the commitments under the Declaration and Platform. Using the
national review reports and survey results from its members, ECA prepared the Africa
regional review report entitled Status of Gender Equality and Women's Empowerment
in Africa: 30 years since the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action
(Beijing+30), in which it highlighted progress in advancing gender equality and the
empowerment of women and priority actions in ensuring accelerated implementation
of the Declaration and the Platform. In November 2024, ECA, in collaboration with
the African Union Commission and the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality
and the Empowerment of Women (UN-Women), organized the African regional
review of 30 years of implementation of the Declaration and Platform for Action in
Ethiopia and adopted a common African position related to the 30-year review, which
was presented to the Commission on the Status of Women at its sixty-ninth session,
in 2025.

Strengthening the means of implementation of the
2030 Agenda

Data and statistics

29. ECA supported its members in strengthening capacities in the management and
dissemination of Sustainable Development Goal data, with seven countries® finalizing
the configuration of their national open Goals platforms. To foster the harmonization
of statistical standards in Africa, ECA convened the 9th meeting of the Statistical
Commission for Africa, bringing together representatives from 49 members of ECA,
11 entities of the United Nations system and 6 observer States of the United Nations,
including representatives of intergovernmental bodies. At that meeting,
representatives took stock of ongoing global initiatives on statistical development and
identified ways to mainstream emerging methodologies aimed at enhancing statistical
capacity.

30. In collaboration with partners, ECA convened an expert group meeting bringing
together 154 census experts from 35 African countries to review the 2020 round of
censuses and to prepare for the 2030 round. The year 2024 marked the end of the 2020
round of population and housing censuses, in which African countries committed to
conduct at least one census pursuant to Economic and Social Council resolution
2015/10 on the 2020 World Population and Housing Census Programme, as well as
to transition to digital systems to increase the reliability and pace of dissemination of
census data. ECA reviewed the status of the 2020 round of population and housing
censuses in Africa and found that only 39 countries had conducted them, against the
expected target of 50 African countries.

31. Asthe secretariat of the Africa Programme on Accelerated Improvement of Civil
Registration and Vital Statistics, ECA provided coordination support to continental
initiatives aimed at accelerating the achievement of target 9 of Sustainable
Development Goal 16 and supported countries in reviewing progress towards the

4 Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Uganda and United Republic of Tanzania.
® Cameroon, Ethiopia, Kenya, Morocco, Senegal, Uganda and Zimbabwe.
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implementation of the Programme’s systems. Despite some progress in implementing
the Programme, Africa is lagging in terms of registration completeness. To foster
cross-country learning, ECA established a mentorship programme on civil
registration and vital statistics in five countries® with low civil registration coverage
and data completeness. It also provided technical assistance to enhance national
capacity and guidance on the effective implementation of civil registration and vital
statistics frameworks.

32. Geospatial information is crucial for national development, providing
geographically referenced data for evidence-based policymaking. To foster a unified
vision for geospatial data in Africa, ECA established Regional Committee of the
United Nations Initiative on Global Geospatial Information Management for Africa,
aimed at expanding access to and use of geospatial information resources in
decisionmaking processes for sustainable development. ECA convened the 10th
meeting of the Regional Committee in Ethiopia, bringing together 80 participants to
assess the progress made towards the implementation of the recommendations from
the previous meetings, as well as to share lessons on the development of geospatial
data in Africa. It provided technical support to 21 African countries on developing
spatial data infrastructure and integrated geospatial information frameworks.
Although progress towards the development of country-level geospatial frameworks
has been slow, notable progress has been reported in countries such as Cameroon,
which developed its country-level action plan and has begun the process of
developing its data hub.

33. To improve the visibility of economic data on international trade, ECA, in
collaboration with the World Trade Organization and the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development, supported four countries’ in integrating goods and
services traded internationally into the trade in value added database.

34. ECA, in collaboration with Office of the Resident Coordinator in and the
Ministry of Economy of Sao Tome and Principe and others, supported the initiative
to develop that country’s tourism satellite account. The initiative is aimed at
enhancing the country’s capacity to produce high-quality tourism data and contribute
to measuring tourism’s direct contribution to gross domestic product. In this context,
ECA trained 23 experts from government, academia and civil society in the tourism
satellite account methodology. It also assessed the status of development of the
country’s tourism statistics and audited the implementation of its tourism policy and
master plan. The assessment revealed the gaps in statistical capacity and the need for
additional tourism surveys to fill critical gaps in the development of the account.

Finance

35. African countries are facing challenges in meeting their debt obligations,
resulting in limited access to global credit markets and a heightened dependence on
local financing. The notable rise in domestic debt levels poses a risk to economic
growth, crowding out credit to the private sector. Effective domestic debt
management is thus critical for ensuring macroeconomic stability and growth. In this
context, ECA produced guidelines on domestic debt restructuring and on State-owned
enterprises debt management frameworks. The development of these policy
documents was informed by workshops on those topics for government officials from
Cameroon, the Comoros, Ethiopia, Ghana, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, South Africa and

6 Burkina Faso, Burundi, Ghana, Lesotho and South Sudan.
" Cameroon, Cote d’Ivoire, Nigeria and Senegal.
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Zambia. ECA supported the Government of Zambia in revising its 2024-2029
domestic arrears strategy.

36. ECA enhanced the capacity of tax officials to create structures to fight tax
evasion and illicit financial flows, resolve tax disputes and improve tax
administration. In Egypt, it organized a workshop on tax evasion and its impact on
tax audits for tax officials, improving their understanding of new developments in the
International Financial Reporting Standards principles and their capacity to
efficiently analyse and detect illegal practices. In Uganda, ECA trained officials on
profit shifting, providing that country’s policymakers with evidence-based policy
options to tackle profit shifting, which are critical for understanding tax-related
leakages and enhancing tax collection. It also offered a training session on measuring
indicator 4.1 of Sustainable Development Goal 16 using United Nations methodology.

37. ECA contributed to fostering a dynamic, resilient and sustainable financial
ecosystem across the African continent. In collaboration with Frontclear and the Bank
of Botswana, it conducted money market diagnostics and identified legal constraints
to the development of a money market in Botswana. Addressing such constraints
fosters greater financial stability and market efficiency. In the United Republic of
Tanzania, ECA, in collaboration with Frontclear, conducted a feasibility study on the
potential of establishing a credit guarantee facility for the money market. The study
revealed the potential for establishing a credit guarantee facility to support a
repurchase agreement market. However, it also highlighted the need for the country
to undertake reforms to address gaps in the legal and regulatory framework.

Trade

38. Despite the potential of the African Continental Free Trade Area to boost trade
and economic growth, there are challenges, such as economic disparities,
infrastructure deficits, regulatory barriers and limited trade awareness, that hinder its
implementation. ECA continued to support member States in analysing and
addressing barriers to enhance economic cooperation across Africa. It also proposed
actionable strategies that can facilitate the successful implementation of the Area. In
2024, ECA held an inaugural conference on strategies for such implementation, in
collaboration with the African Continental Free Trade Area secretariat and UNDP,
which established a peer learning community and identified high-impact strategic
areas for priority action by Governments, the private sector and development partners.

39. In collaboration with UNCTAD and the Government of Denmark, ECA assisted
10 member States® in adopting sustainable trade strategies, incorporating 14 green
economy annexes into their national strategies for implementing the African
Continental Free Trade Area. ECA also developed tools for implementation of the
Area, including sustainability standards and a continental textile database.

40. ECA provided technical assistance to Cameroon to implement guided trade
arrangements and accreditation of small and medium-sized enterprises, along with
policy advice to maximize benefits from the African Continental Free Trade Area.
Moreover, ECA supported its members in implementing their national strategies by
building the capacities of policymakers and national committees on Area protocols
and promoting the development of regional value chains. It held training sessions in
Bujumbura and Kigali for national committees and private sector stakeholders in
Burundi and Rwanda, respectively, with the aim of enhancing their understanding of
Area protocols. Moreover, it offered virtual training on trade negotiations, conducted

8 Burundi, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Kenya, Malawi,
Mozambique, Rwanda, Zambia and Zimbabwe.
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an advocacy session for diplomats in Addis Ababa on the Area and the Abuja Treaty,
and organized a capacity-building workshop for Senegalese small and medium-sized
enterprise exporters on the Area’s rules of origin.

Capacity-building

41. Through its African Institute for Economic Development and Planning, ECA
played a vital role in capacity-building efforts across the continent. Through targeted
training programmes, the Institute strengthened the capacity of government officials
in economic planning, public finance management and sustainable development. In
2024, it conducted 34 training activities, which strengthened the capacity of 4,892
government officials and other stakeholders, including 1,498 women, from 46
countries. The training sessions were organized around four clusters of course
offerings, which were focused on macroeconomic development and planning,
regional integration, social development and integrated natural resource management.
Moreover, ECA supported member States in building capacities related to creating
more inclusive and resilient economies. It trained 203 participants (34 of them
female) in strategic foresight and modelling to strengthen their knowledge and skills
in planning under uncertainty.

42. To build capacities that integrate social protection in development planning and
economic analysis, ECA developed a training session on social protection and the
care economy in Africa, which was aimed at providing middle- and senior-level
officials and decision makers with comprehensive understanding of social protection
and the care economy in Africa, including the design, financing, implementation and
monitoring and evaluation of related policies and programmes. It also organized a
webinar on child poverty and social protection in collaboration with the Global
Coalition to End Child Poverty, which discussed strategies for designing social
protection programmes that uphold dignity, reduce stigma and foster environments
where children and families can thrive.

43. The Commission provided regional capacity-building on the blue economy,
raising awareness of the region's potential in relation to sustainable ocean and water-
based resources. It held a webinar on a climate-resilient blue economy transition,
which attracted over 100 participants, including government officials and
representatives from the private sector, academia and civil society from 45 countries,
including all member States of the Economic Community of Central African States
(ECCAS) and the East African Community, as well as development partners.
Recommendations from the webinar informed the third joint session of the
Intergovernmental Committee of Senior Officials and Experts for Central and Eastern
Africa, which resulted in the adoption of a call to develop national blue economy
strategies.

Science, technology and innovation

44. Digital transformation could drive growth, create jobs and address
environmental issues, but limited information and communications technology
infrastructure, unequal technology access and low digital literacy hinder progress. In
this context, ECA supported member States in implementing digital capacity
programmes and enhancing their centres of excellence. In Ethiopia and the United
Republic of Tanzania, the World Robot Olympiad African expansion programme
provided 889 students and 24 educators with robotics and innovation training between
July and October 2024. This initiative is part of the partnership between ECA and
Google, through which participants developed nearly 50 robotic solutions aligned
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with the Sustainable Development Goals, fostering a pipeline of skilled young
innovators.

45. In Botswana, ECA supported the use of smart agriculture technologies in small
stock farming to improve efficiency and competitiveness. In addition, it developed a
performance dashboard for the Government of that country to help it track foreign
policy commitments. ECA also facilitated the development of a draft national digital
identity strategy and a draft digital transformation strategy for the Gambia. In Sierra
Leone, ECA supported the development of a coordinated digital platform, ensuring
national oversight and capacity-building. The system is aimed at streamlining data
management and enhancing learning outcomes.

46. To strengthen cybersecurity, ECA provided specialized training for judicial and
law enforcement officials in the Congo. The programme equipped participants with
skills to identify cyberthreats, handle digital evidence and track cybercriminals,
reinforcing national digital security.

47. ECA supported member States in the formulation of policies to adopt new and
emerging digital technologies. Ethiopia, in particular, made significant progress in its
national identification programme, with the enactment of the Personal Data
Protection Proclamation in 2024. The Proclamation, developed through extensive
consultations, embeds principles like secure data processing and informed consent to
ensure trusted and inclusive digital ecosystems. With more than 10 million individuals
already enrolled, this legal framework safeguards personal data while advancing the
country’s digital transformation and alignment with global data governance standards.
ECA was instrumental in ensuring that the development of the national identification
programme aligns with international best practices, emphasizing in particular data
protection and privacy.

48. ECA also supported efforts to digitalize transport systems and develop an
African regional transport corridor management system, in line with the political
declaration entitled “Gearing up for a decade of action and delivery for sustainable
development: political declaration of the Sustainable Development Goals Summit”,
which will enable members of ECA to monitor critical links of the northern corridor,
the central corridor and the Lamu Port-South Sudan-Ethiopia transport corridor.

Spotlight on Advancing the implementation of the African
Continental Free Trade Area

49. It has been almost six years since the Agreement Establishing the African
Continental Free Trade Area entered into effect in 2019. As of October 2024, the
Agreement had received 48 ratifications. There is clear political will among countries
to implement the Agreement, as evidenced by the 46 provisional schedules of tariff
concessions adopted to facilitate trade in goods.® Furthermore, 22 schedules of
specific commitments covering five priority sectors — business, communication,
financial services, tourism and transport — are currently in effect, while negotiations
are continuing on 26 offers.

©

10

African Continental Free Trade Area Secretariat, report of the fifteenth meeting of the African
Continental Free Trade Area Council of Ministers Responsible for Trade. Available at
https://archives.au.int/handle/123456789/10779?show=full.

African Continental Free Trade Area Secretariat, report of the Secretary-General of the African
Continental Free Trade Area Secretariat on the African Union theme of the year 2023
(“Accelerating the implementation of the African Continental Free Trade Area”): February 2023
to February 2024. Available at https://archives.au.int/handle/123456789/10529?show=full.
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50. Despite the widespread ratification, progress on implementation has been slow.
Thus, it is necessary to accelerate the implementation of the Agreement. While
ratification is the first step, it should be complemented by a national implementation
strategy to optimize the benefits of the Agreement. ECA has been supporting its
members and the regional economic communities through the development of
strategies for implementing the Agreement. By October 2024, 37 countries had
developed a national implementation strategy!! and 8 were in the process of doing
50.12 In addition, ECCAS, the Economic Community of West African States and the
Intergovernmental Authority on Development had developed a strategy for the Area,
the Arab Maghreb Union was formulating such a strategy and the Southern African
Development Community was developing a coordination plan.

51. Recognizing the importance of the successful implementation of the Agreement,
ECA continued to prioritize related issues in its think tank and convening functions.
During the reporting period, the commission launched its flagship publication,
Economic Report on Africa 2025, which focused on advancing the implementation of
the Agreement through transformative strategic actions.

Leveraging intraregional and cross-regional collaboration
and partnerships for sustainable development

52. In collaboration with the Pan African Youth Union, the African Union
Commission and UNDP, ECA convened an African youth consultative forum on the
Summit of the Future in Addis Ababa in April 2024. The forum was held with the aim
of amplifying young African voices to ensure that the interests of young people were
taken into account in the outcomes of the Summit. It brought together youth
representatives of civil society organizations and national and subregional youth
councils, in addition to young influencers. Participants adopted a common position,
enshrined in the African Youth Declaration on the Summit of the Future, in which
they addressed five thematic areas: sustainable development and financing for
development; international peace and security; science, technology, innovation and
digital cooperation; young people and future generations; and transforming global
governance.

53. The African Youth Declaration was presented at the African youth side event at
the Summit of the Future, held in New York in September 2024. The side event, held
on the theme “Our world, our future: African youth and the Summit of the Future”,
was co-organized by members of ECA, under the leadership of Malawi and with the
support of Nigeria, ECA, the Pan African Youth Union, the African Union
Commission, UNDP, the Office of the Special Adviser on Africa and the Department
of Global Communications. Participants adopted an outcome document in which they
set out a series of recommendations and a call to action. A task force, chaired by the
African Union Specialized Technical Committee on Youth, Culture and Sports, was
established to draw up a comprehensive road map for the participation of young
people in the implementation of the outcome document in African States.

54. ECA, as a member of the joint secretariat of the Regional Collaborative Platform
for Africa, convened a dialogue in Addis Ababa in April 2024 on carbon markets and
development. The dialogue, which was attended by United Nations regional directors,

1

|

Algeria, Benin, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros,
Congo, Cote d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea,
Eswatini, Gabon, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Liberia, Malawi, Mauritania,
Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal,
Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Sudan, Togo, Tunisia, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

12 Angola, Botswana, Cabo Verde, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Lesotho, Morocco and Seychelles.
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resident coordinators and other important stakeholders, provided critical insights into
the potential and limitations of carbon markets, in particular in Africa. The main
outcomes included a common position on optimizing carbon markets for revenue
generation and on climate action and finance. Participants in the dialogue
recommended that States align carbon taxes with national objectives, strengthen legal
frameworks, foster global partnerships and enhance public-private cooperation.
Following the dialogue, ECA provided technical assistance to Mozambique to
facilitate the development of a national carbon market strategy.

55. Through the Regional Collaborative Platform for Africa, ECA facilitated
dialogue and sought to build trust with Burkina Faso, Mali and the Niger, paving the
way for enhanced collaboration between the United Nations and the Governments of
those three Member States. With the support of United Nations regional offices, the
Niger drafted a concept note on the implementation of joint transformative
programmes, in line with national priorities and a set of guiding principles. Similar
concept notes are being developed by the Governments of Burkina Faso and Mali. It
is anticipated that joint integrated programmes will be implemented in 2025, as
agreed by the United Nations and the three States concerned.

56. During the reporting period, ECA signed more than 40 agreements with a wide
range of partners. These included agreements with the African Continental Free Trade
Area secretariat to support the implementation of the Agreement establishing the
Area; with the African Union Development Agency-New Partnership for Africa’s
Development on the implementation of the joint work programme for 2024-2028;
with the East African Community on the provision of technical assistance to
undertake verification of disbursement-linked results; with the African Export-Import
Bank on de-risking investment in Africa with the aim of catalysing intra-African
trade; with the Green Climate Fund on strengthening the institutional capacities of
the African Island States Climate Commission; with the African Climate Foundation
on enhancing the sustainable debt coalition; and with the Gates Foundation on
enhancing fiscal spaces in member States.

57. ECA assumed the role of coordinator of the regional commissions on a rotational
basis for 2025, with the support of the Regional Commissions New York Office. The
Office continued to play a key role in aligning the work of the commissions with
global frameworks and United Nations priorities. It facilitated the integration of
regional perspectives into United Nations deliberations, coordinated joint inputs to
system-wide efforts and strengthened links at the national, regional and global levels.
The Office advanced common regional positions and cross-regional learning through
regular meetings of the Executive Secretaries of the regional commissions, as well as
engagement at the deputy level, thematic working groups and technical exchanges. It
also served as a key interface with New York-based stakeholders, undertaking
outreach to Member States and United Nations entities to reinforce the relevance of
regional insights in shaping global initiatives and decisions.

Conclusions

58. A cascading set of crises has resulted in setbacks to the economic growth and
prospects of Africa. Overcoming these challenges requires African countries to
strengthen their resilience to shocks and formulate transformative strategies for
economic recovery. In this challenging time, ECA is committed to serving the member
States, supporting the African Union and regional economic communities, and
collaborating with intergovernmental organizations and other development partners
to achieve social and economic recovery and strengthen their resilience to shocks.
ECA will leverage its think tank, convening, technical cooperation and capacity
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development functions in providing sets of strategic and actionable solutions to
accelerate economic growth, promote macrofinancial stability, advance regional
integration and accelerate progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals and
Agenda 2063: the Africa We Want.

59. The Commission will deepen its interventions under the five strategic focus
areas and its two cross-cutting themes. It will continue to support its members in
macroeconomic management and in mobilizing domestic resources and unlocking
private capital. It will also continue to advocate the reform of the global debt
architecture and the reshaping of the international financial institutions. It will further
work to accelerate implementation of the Agreement Establishing the African
Continental Free Trade Area, thereby promoting sustainable industrialization and
economic diversification. Furthermore, ECA support will be geared towards securing
fair climate financing and increasing investment in climate action to enhance national
resilience, promote the circular economy, harness the potential of the green and blue
economies, and eradicate poverty. The Commission will expand its role in
spearheading digital transformation, strengthening data and statistical systems, and
promoting social inclusion and inclusive growth. It will further engage policymakers
and other stakeholders in training and peer learning on related topics through the
African Institute for Economic Development and Planning.

60. ECA will continue its close cooperation with the African Union and build on its
existing strategic partnerships with regional and subregional organizations (including
the regional economic communities), and will also forge new partnerships to achieve
the 2030 Agenda and Agenda 2063.
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