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Permanent Mission of the Central African Republic to the
United Nations

Observations and comments by the Central African Republic on
the report of the Security Council Working Group on Children
and Armed Conflict

12 April 2024
Madam Chair,

I would like to congratulate you on your work as Chair of the Working Group
on Children and Armed Conflict. I would also like to thank Ms. Virginia Gamba for
introducing her report and acknowledge the efforts made to report periodically on the
situation of children in the Central African Republic in connection with the six grave
violations against children. Your work enables us not only to appreciate the efforts
that the Government and its partners are making to protect children, but also to remain
alert to the many challenges that remain.

Madam Chair,

The Central African Republic regrets, however, that such important work, which
should be cooperative and focused on efficiency and the search for lasting solutions,
is, in some respects, characterized by slander and gratuitous assertions, as evidenced
by the lack of involvement of the administrative and local authorities. This leads us
to question whether international standards are being upheld, particularly in terms of
the methodology used in investigations and in the verification and processing of the
data collected.

The Government deplores the failure to specify the areas where the information
was collected and to provide the exact details of the locations where events occurred,
including the exact identities of the units that committed the violations attributed to
the forces of the Central African Republic and bilateral forces. Such imprecision
makes it difficult for the relevant authorities to bring criminal proceedings against the
alleged perpetrators.

To date, to our knowledge, no schools or healthcare facilities have been
occupied or attacked by conventional forces. If that is not the case, please provide us
with the relevant information (facility locations and names) to enable the Government
to take the necessary measures.

Furthermore, the allegations that ex-combatants reintegrated into the defence and
security forces as part of the disarmament, demobilization, reintegration and repatriation
process are committing human rights violations and instigating tribal, ethnic and
religious warfare are false. On the contrary, the Government’s approach is aimed at
strengthening social cohesion and peaceful coexistence between the various
communities by bolstering awareness-raising programmes targeting the general public
and the defence and security forces, with a view to preventing all types of violations.
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The Central African Republic therefore rejects all the accusations against its
security forces and allied forces made in the report. Nevertheless, the violations
mentioned in the report will be investigated.

Regrettably, and as is customary in the reports of the Working Group, there is
no mention of the crimes and violations of children’s rights committed by the forces
of the United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in the
Central African Republic (MINUSCA) and other international forces operating in the
country, or of the lack of justice for the many victims of crimes committed by
members of the aforementioned forces, some of whom have been waiting 10 years for
justice to be served. Unfortunately, they will have to accept the repatriation of those
forces as their sole consolation.

The Central African Republic continues, each day, to lay the groundwork to
ensure that the perpetrators of such crimes will be held accountable.

It was in that spirit that the President of the Republic, Faustin Archange Touadéra,
by Decree No. 23.246 of 9 October 2023, appointed two specialized deputy public
prosecutors, one responsible for combating conflict-related sexual violence and
trafficking in persons, and the other specializing in the protection of minors. That
initiative, along with others such as the adoption of legislation on legal aid for victims
and the protection of victims and witnesses, will enable us, we hope, to hold accountable
more individuals who violate children’s rights. The plan to expand the reach of the joint
rapid response unit to prevent sexual violence against women and children to cover the
seven regions of the country will also contribute to that objective.

In addition, the Government has strengthened its legal framework with the
promulgation, in 2020, of the Child Protection Code. Article 179 of the Code
stipulates that violations of children’s rights (including recruitment and rape) are
punishable by 10 to 20 years’ imprisonment and a fine of between 5 million and
25 million CFA francs.

The Code was applied at the most recent criminal hearings, resulting in the
sentencing of several perpetrators of offences linked to the six grave violations of
children’s rights to prison terms ranging from 10 to 20 years, along with heavy fines.

In addition, by Decree No. 23.255 of 31 October 2023, the Government
established the National Council for the Promotion and Protection of Children’s
Rights to oversee and coordinate all actions carried out in the interests of children.

Since 2014, through the programme for the reintegration of child soldiers,
15,500 children, 30 per cent of whom are girls, have been released from armed groups.
That is proof enough of the determination of the Government, which is sparing no
effort to ensure that children are protected.

In 2023, with the support of MINUSCA, the Government adopted a plan on
preventing the six grave violations of children’s rights in times of conflict.

Combating violence against children and the use of children is one of the
priorities of the Government of the Central African Republic, which is why the issue
was enshrined in the Constitution of the seventh Republic of 30 August 2023.

In conclusion, the Central African Republic would like to express its wish for
meaningful multifaceted support from its partners, which will enable it to properly
perform its monitoring role and continue to support the reintegration of ex-combatants
and children released from armed groups. Owing to its multidimensional nature, the
issue of child protection requires a holistic approach.

I thank you.
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