Resolutions and Decisions

adopted by the General Assembly
during its seventieth session

Volume |
Resolutions
15 September — 23 December 2015

General Assembly
Official Records « Seventieth Session

Supplement No. 49

@

United Nations « New York, 2016

<<V~\
<z

a
s

AJ70/49 (Vol. 1)



NOTE
The resolutions and decisions of the General Assembly are identified as follows:

Regular sessions

Until the thirtieth regular session, the resolutions of the General Assembly were
identified by an arabic numeral followed by a roman numeral in parentheses
indicating the session (for example: resolution 3363 (XXX)). When several
resolutions were adopted under the same number, each of them was identified by a
capital letter placed between the two numerals (for example: resolution
3367 A (XXX), resolutions 3411 A and B (XXX), resolutions 3419 A to D (XXX)).
The decisions were not numbered.

Since the thirty-first session, as part of the new system adopted for symbols of
General Assembly documents, resolutions and decisions have been identified by an
arabic numeral, indicating the session, followed by an oblique stroke and another
arabic numeral (for example: resolution 31/1, decision 31/301). When several
resolutions or decisions were adopted under the same number, each of them has been
identified by a capital letter placed after the two numerals (for example: resolution
31/16 A, resolutions 31/6 A and B, decisions 31/406 A to E).

Special sessions

Until the seventh special session, the resolutions of the General Assembly were
identified by an arabic numeral followed, in parentheses, by the letter “S” and a
roman numeral indicating the session (for example: resolution 3362 (S-VII)). The
decisions were not numbered.

Since the eighth special session, resolutions and decisions have been identified
by the letter “S” and an arabic numeral indicating the session, followed by an oblique
stroke and another arabic numeral (for example: resolution S-8/1, decision S-8/11).

Emergency special sessions

Until the fifth emergency special session, the resolutions of the General
Assembly were identified by an arabic numeral followed, in parentheses, by the
letters “ES” and a roman numeral indicating the session (for example: resolution
2252 (ES-V)). The decisions were not numbered.

Since the sixth emergency special session, resolutions and decisions have been
identified by the letters “ES” and an arabic numeral indicating the session, followed
by an oblique stroke and another arabic numeral (for example: resolution ES-6/1,
decision ES-6/11).

In each of the series described above, the numbering follows the order of adoption.

* *

The present volume contains the resolutions adopted by the General Assembly from

15 September to 23 December 2015, as well as the information requested by the Assembly
in section C, paragraph 3, of its resolution 54/248 of 23 December 1999. Decisions
adopted by the Assembly during this period appear in volume Il. Resolutions and decisions
adopted subsequently during the seventieth session will be published in volume II1.
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I. Resolutions adopted without reference to a Main Committee

RESOLUTION 70/1
Adopted at the 4th plenary meeting, on 25 September 2015, without a vote, on the basis of draft resolution A/70/L.1

70/1. Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
The General Assembly

Adopts the following outcome document of the United Nations summit for the adoption of the post-2015
development agenda:

Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
Preamble

This Agenda is a plan of action for people, planet and prosperity. It also seeks to strengthen universal peace in
larger freedom. We recognize that eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including extreme poverty, is
the greatest global challenge and an indispensable requirement for sustainable development.

All countries and all stakeholders, acting in collaborative partnership, will implement this plan. We are
resolved to free the human race from the tyranny of poverty and want and to heal and secure our planet. We are
determined to take the bold and transformative steps which are urgently needed to shift the world on to a sustainable
and resilient path. As we embark on this collective journey, we pledge that no one will be left behind.

The 17 Sustainable Development Goals and 169 targets which we are announcing today demonstrate the scale
and ambition of this new universal Agenda. They seek to build on the Millennium Development Goals and
complete what they did not achieve. They seek to realize the human rights of all and to achieve gender equality and
the empowerment of all women and girls. They are integrated and indivisible and balance the three dimensions of
sustainable development: the economic, social and environmental.

The Goals and targets will stimulate action over the next 15 years in areas of critical importance for humanity
and the planet.
People

We are determined to end poverty and hunger, in all their forms and dimensions, and to ensure that all human
beings can fulfil their potential in dignity and equality and in a healthy environment.
Planet

We are determined to protect the planet from degradation, including through sustainable consumption and
production, sustainably managing its natural resources and taking urgent action on climate change, so that it can
support the needs of the present and future generations.

Prosperity

We are determined to ensure that all human beings can enjoy prosperous and fulfilling lives and that
economic, social and technological progress occurs in harmony with nature.
Peace

We are determined to foster peaceful, just and inclusive societies which are free from fear and violence. There
can be no sustainable development without peace and no peace without sustainable development.
Partnership

We are determined to mobilize the means required to implement this Agenda through a revitalized Global
Partnership for Sustainable Development, based on a spirit of strengthened global solidarity, focused in particular on
the needs of the poorest and most vulnerable and with the participation of all countries, all stakeholders and all
people.
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The interlinkages and integrated nature of the Sustainable Development Goals are of crucial importance in
ensuring that the purpose of the new Agenda is realized. If we realize our ambitions across the full extent of the
Agenda, the lives of all will be profoundly improved and our world will be transformed for the better.

Declaration
Introduction

1. We, the Heads of State and Government and High Representatives, meeting at United Nations Headquarters
in New York from 25 to 27 September 2015 as the Organization celebrates its seventieth anniversary, have decided
today on new global Sustainable Development Goals.

2. On behalf of the peoples we serve, we have adopted a historic decision on a comprehensive, far-reaching and
people-centred set of universal and transformative Goals and targets. We commit ourselves to working tirelessly for
the full implementation of this Agenda by 2030. We recognize that eradicating poverty in all its forms and
dimensions, including extreme poverty, is the greatest global challenge and an indispensable requirement for
sustainable development. We are committed to achieving sustainable development in its three dimensions —
economic, social and environmental — in a balanced and integrated manner. We will also build upon the
achievements of the Millennium Development Goals and seek to address their unfinished business.

3. Weresolve, between now and 2030, to end poverty and hunger everywhere; to combat inequalities within and
among countries; to build peaceful, just and inclusive societies; to protect human rights and promote gender equality
and the empowerment of women and girls; and to ensure the lasting protection of the planet and its natural
resources. We resolve also to create conditions for sustainable, inclusive and sustained economic growth, shared
prosperity and decent work for all, taking into account different levels of national development and capacities.

4.  As we embark on this great collective journey, we pledge that no one will be left behind. Recognizing that the
dignity of the human person is fundamental, we wish to see the Goals and targets met for all nations and peoples
and for all segments of society. And we will endeavour to reach the furthest behind first.

5. This is an Agenda of unprecedented scope and significance. It is accepted by all countries and is applicable to
all, taking into account different national realities, capacities and levels of development and respecting national
policies and priorities. These are universal goals and targets which involve the entire world, developed and
developing countries alike. They are integrated and indivisible and balance the three dimensions of sustainable
development.

6.  The Goals and targets are the result of over two years of intensive public consultation and engagement with
civil society and other stakeholders around the world, which paid particular attention to the voices of the poorest and
most vulnerable. This consultation included valuable work done by the Open Working Group of the General
Assembly on Sustainable Development Goals and by the United Nations, whose Secretary-General provided a
synthesis report in December 2014.

Our vision

7. Inthese Goals and targets, we are setting out a supremely ambitious and transformational vision. We envisage
a world free of poverty, hunger, disease and want, where all life can thrive. We envisage a world free of fear and
violence. A world with universal literacy. A world with equitable and universal access to quality education at all
levels, to health care and social protection, where physical, mental and social well-being are assured. A world where
we reaffirm our commitments regarding the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation and where there is
improved hygiene; and where food is sufficient, safe, affordable and nutritious. A world where human habitats are
safe, resilient and sustainable and where there is universal access to affordable, reliable and sustainable energy.

8.  We envisage a world of universal respect for human rights and human dignity, the rule of law, justice, equality
and non-discrimination; of respect for race, ethnicity and cultural diversity; and of equal opportunity permitting the
full realization of human potential and contributing to shared prosperity. A world which invests in its children and in
which every child grows up free from violence and exploitation. A world in which every woman and girl enjoys full
gender equality and all legal, social and economic barriers to their empowerment have been removed. A just,
equitable, tolerant, open and socially inclusive world in which the needs of the most vulnerable are met.
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9. We envisage a world in which every country enjoys sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth and
decent work for all. A world in which consumption and production patterns and use of all natural resources — from
air to land, from rivers, lakes and aquifers to oceans and seas — are sustainable. One in which democracy, good
governance and the rule of law, as well as an enabling environment at the national and international levels, are
essential for sustainable development, including sustained and inclusive economic growth, social development,
environmental protection and the eradication of poverty and hunger. One in which development and the application
of technology are climate-sensitive, respect biodiversity and are resilient. One in which humanity lives in harmony
with nature and in which wildlife and other living species are protected.

Our shared principles and commitments

10. The new Agenda is guided by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, including full
respect for international law. It is grounded in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,' international human
rights treaties, the Millennium Declaration’ and the 2005 World Summit Outcome.” It is informed by other
instruments such as the Declaration on the Right to Development.*

11.  We reaffirm the outcomes of all major United Nations conferences and summits which have laid a solid
foundation for sustainable development and have helped to shape the new Agenda. These include the Rio
Declaration on Environment and Development,’ the World Summit on Sustainable Development, the World
Summit for Social Development, the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and
Development,® the Beijing Platform for Action” and the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development.
We also reaffirm the follow-up to these conferences, including the outcomes of the Fourth United Nations
Conference on the Least Developed Countries, the third International Conference on Small Island Developing
States, the second United Nations Conference on Landlocked Developing Countries and the Third United Nations
World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction.

12.  We reaffirm all the principles of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, including, inter alia,
the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities, as set out in principle 7 thereof.

13.  The challenges and commitments identified at these major conferences and summits are interrelated and call
for integrated solutions. To address them effectively, a new approach is needed. Sustainable development recognizes
that eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions, combating inequality within and among countries,
preserving the planet, creating sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth and fostering social inclusion
are linked to each other and are interdependent.

Our world today

14.  We are meeting at a time of immense challenges to sustainable development. Billions of our citizens continue
to live in poverty and are denied a life of dignity. There are rising inequalities within and among countries. There are
enormous disparities of opportunity, wealth and power. Gender inequality remains a key challenge. Unemployment,
particularly youth unemployment, is a major concern. Global health threats, more frequent and intense natural
disasters, spiralling conflict, violent extremism, terrorism and related humanitarian crises and forced displacement of
people threaten to reverse much of the development progress made in recent decades. Natural resource depletion
and adverse impacts of environmental degradation, including desertification, drought, land degradation, freshwater
scarcity and loss of biodiversity, add to and exacerbate the list of challenges which humanity faces. Climate change

! Resolution 217 A (III).

2 Resolution 55/2.

3 Resolution 60/1.

* Resolution 41/ 128, annex.

> Report of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, Rio de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992, vol. I, Resolutions Adopted
by the Conference (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.93.1.8 and corrigendum), resolution 1, annex L

% Report of the International Conference on Population and Development, Cairo, 5-13 September 1994 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.95.X1I1.18), chap. I, resolution 1, annex.

7 Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 4-15 September 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.IV.13),
chap. I, resolution 1, annex II.
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is one of the greatest challenges of our time and its adverse impacts undermine the ability of all countries to achieve
sustainable development. Increases in global temperature, sea level rise, ocean acidification and other climate
change impacts are seriously affecting coastal areas and low-lying coastal countries, including many least developed
countries and small island developing States. The survival of many societies, and of the biological support systems
of the planet, is at risk.

15. It is also, however, a time of immense opportunity. Significant progress has been made in meeting many
development challenges. Within the past generation, hundreds of millions of people have emerged from extreme
poverty. Access to education has greatly increased for both boys and girls. The spread of information and
communications technology and global interconnectedness has great potential to accelerate human progress, to
bridge the digital divide and to develop knowledge societies, as does scientific and technological innovation across
areas as diverse as medicine and energy.

16. Almost 15 years ago, the Millennium Development Goals were agreed. These provided an important
framework for development and significant progress has been made in a number of areas. But the progress has been
uneven, particularly in Africa, least developed countries, landlocked developing countries and small island
developing States, and some of the Millennium Development Goals remain off-track, in particular those related to
maternal, newborn and child health and to reproductive health. We recommit ourselves to the full realization of all
the Millennium Development Goals, including the off-track Millennium Development Goals, in particular by
providing focused and scaled-up assistance to least developed countries and other countries in special situations, in
line with relevant support programmes. The new Agenda builds on the Millennium Development Goals and seeks
to complete what they did not achieve, particularly in reaching the most vulnerable.

17. Inits scope, however, the framework we are announcing today goes far beyond the Millennium Development
Goals. Alongside continuing development priorities such as poverty eradication, health, education and food security
and nutrition, it sets out a wide range of economic, social and environmental objectives. It also promises more
peaceful and inclusive societies. It also, crucially, defines means of implementation. Reflecting the integrated
approach that we have decided on, there are deep interconnections and many cross-cutting elements across the new
Goals and targets.

The new Agenda

18.  We are announcing today 17 Sustainable Development Goals with 169 associated targets which are integrated
and indivisible. Never before have world leaders pledged common action and endeavour across such a broad and
universal policy agenda. We are setting out together on the path towards sustainable development, devoting
ourselves collectively to the pursuit of global development and of “win-win” cooperation which can bring huge
gains to all countries and all parts of the world. We reaffirm that every State has, and shall freely exercise, full
permanent sovereignty over all its wealth, natural resources and economic activity. We will implement the Agenda
for the full benefit of all, for today’s generation and for future generations. In doing so, we reaffirm our commitment
to international law and emphasize that the Agenda is to be implemented in a manner that is consistent with the
rights and obligations of States under international law.

19.  We reaffirm the importance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, as well as other international
instruments relating to human rights and international law. We emphasize the responsibilities of all States, in
conformity with the Charter of the United Nations, to respect, protect and promote human rights and fundamental
freedoms for all, without distinction of any kind as to race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion,
national or social origin, property, birth, disability or other status.

20. Realizing gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls will make a crucial contribution to
progress across all the Goals and targets. The achievement of full human potential and of sustainable development is
not possible if one half of humanity continues to be denied its full human rights and opportunities. Women and girls
must enjoy equal access to quality education, economic resources and political participation as well as equal
opportunities with men and boys for employment, leadership and decision-making at all levels. We will work for a
significant increase in investments to close the gender gap and strengthen support for institutions in relation to
gender equality and the empowerment of women at the global, regional and national levels. All forms of
discrimination and violence against women and girls will be eliminated, including through the engagement of men
and boys. The systematic mainstreaming of a gender perspective in the implementation of the Agenda is crucial.
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21. The new Goals and targets will come into effect on 1 January 2016 and will guide the decisions we take over
the next 15 years. All of us will work to implement the Agenda within our own countries and at the regional and
global levels, taking into account different national realities, capacities and levels of development and respecting
national policies and priorities. We will respect national policy space for sustained, inclusive and sustainable
economic growth, in particular for developing States, while remaining consistent with relevant international rules
and commitments. We acknowledge also the importance of the regional and subregional dimensions, regional
economic integration and interconnectivity in sustainable development. Regional and subregional frameworks can
facilitate the effective translation of sustainable development policies into concrete action at the national level.

22. FEach country faces specific challenges in its pursuit of sustainable development. The most vulnerable
countries and, in particular, African countries, least developed countries, landlocked developing countries and small
island developing States, deserve special attention, as do countries in situations of conflict and post-conflict
countries. There are also serious challenges within many middle-income countries.

23.  People who are vulnerable must be empowered. Those whose needs are reflected in the Agenda include all
children, youth, persons with disabilities (of whom more than 80 per cent live in poverty), people living with
HIV/AIDS, older persons, indigenous peoples, refugees and internally displaced persons and migrants. We resolve
to take further effective measures and actions, in conformity with international law, to remove obstacles and
constraints, strengthen support and meet the special needs of people living in areas affected by complex
humanitarian emergencies and in areas affected by terrorism.

24.  We are committed to ending poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including by eradicating extreme poverty
by 2030. All people must enjoy a basic standard of living, including through social protection systems. We are also
determined to end hunger and to achieve food security as a matter of priority and to end all forms of malnutrition. In
this regard, we reaffirm the important role and inclusive nature of the Committee on World Food Security and
welcome the Rome Declaration on Nutrition and the Framework for Action.® We will devote resources to
developing rural areas and sustainable agriculture and fisheries, supporting smallholder farmers, especially women
farmers, herders and fishers in developing countries, particularly least developed countries.

25.  We commit to providing inclusive and equitable quality education at all levels — early childhood, primary,
secondary, tertiary, technical and vocational training. All people, irrespective of sex, age, race or ethnicity, and
persons with disabilities, migrants, indigenous peoples, children and youth, especially those in vulnerable situations,
should have access to life-long learning opportunities that help them to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to
exploit opportunities and to participate fully in society. We will strive to provide children and youth with a nurturing
environment for the full realization of their rights and capabilities, helping our countries to reap the demographic
dividend, including through safe schools and cohesive communities and families.

26. To promote physical and mental health and well-being, and to extend life expectancy for all, we must achieve
universal health coverage and access to quality health care. No one must be left behind. We commit to accelerating
the progress made to date in reducing newborn, child and maternal mortality by ending all such preventable deaths
before 2030. We are committed to ensuring universal access to sexual and reproductive health-care services,
including for family planning, information and education. We will equally accelerate the pace of progress made in
fighting malaria, HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, hepatitis, Ebola and other communicable diseases and epidemics,
including by addressing growing anti-microbial resistance and the problem of unattended diseases affecting
developing countries. We are committed to the prevention and treatment of non-communicable diseases, including
behavioural, developmental and neurological disorders, which constitute a major challenge for sustainable
development.

27.  We will seek to build strong economic foundations for all our countries. Sustained, inclusive and sustainable
economic growth is essential for prosperity. This will only be possible if wealth is shared and income inequality is
addressed. We will work to build dynamic, sustainable, innovative and people-centred economies, promoting youth
employment and women’s economic empowerment, in particular, and decent work for all. We will eradicate forced
labour and human trafficking and end child labour in all its forms. All countries stand to benefit from having a
healthy and well-educated workforce with the knowledge and skills needed for productive and fulfilling work and

8 World Health Organization, document EB 136/8, annexes I and II.
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full participation in society. We will strengthen the productive capacities of least developed countries in all sectors,
including through structural transformation. We will adopt policies which increase productive capacities,
productivity and productive employment; financial inclusion; sustainable agriculture, pastoralist and fisheries
development; sustainable industrial development; universal access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern
energy services; sustainable transport systems; and quality and resilient infrastructure.

28.  We commit to making fundamental changes in the way that our societies produce and consume goods and
services. Governments, international organizations, the business sector and other non-State actors and individuals
must contribute to changing unsustainable consumption and production patterns, including through the
mobilization, from all sources, of financial and technical assistance to strengthen developing countries’ scientific,
technological and innovative capacities to move towards more sustainable patterns of consumption and production.
We encourage the implementation of the 10-Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and
Production Patterns. All countries take action, with developed countries taking the lead, taking into account the
development and capabilities of developing countries.

29. We recognize the positive contribution of migrants for inclusive growth and sustainable development. We also
recognize that international migration is a multidimensional reality of major relevance for the development of
countries of origin, transit and destination, which requires coherent and comprehensive responses. We will
cooperate internationally to ensure safe, orderly and regular migration involving full respect for human rights and
the humane treatment of migrants regardless of migration status, of refugees and of displaced persons. Such
cooperation should also strengthen the resilience of communities hosting refugees, particularly in developing
countries. We underline the right of migrants to return to their country of citizenship, and recall that States must
ensure that their returning nationals are duly received.

30. States are strongly urged to refrain from promulgating and applying any unilateral economic, financial or trade
measures not in accordance with international law and the Charter of the United Nations that impede the full
achievement of economic and social development, particularly in developing countries.

31. We acknowledge that the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change’ is the primary
international, intergovernmental forum for negotiating the global response to climate change. We are determined to
address decisively the threat posed by climate change and environmental degradation. The global nature of climate
change calls for the widest possible international cooperation aimed at accelerating the reduction of global
greenhouse gas emissions and addressing adaptation to the adverse impacts of climate change. We note with grave
concern the significant gap between the aggregate effect of parties’ mitigation pledges in terms of global annual
emissions of greenhouse gases by 2020 and aggregate emission pathways consistent with having a likely chance of
holding the increase in global average temperature below 2 degrees Celsius, or 1.5 degrees Celsius above
pre-industrial levels.

32. Looking ahead to the twenty-first session of the Conference of the Parties in Paris, we underscore the
commitment of all States to work for an ambitious and universal climate agreement. We reaffirm that the protocol,
another legal instrument or agreed outcome with legal force under the Convention applicable to all parties shall
address in a balanced manner, inter alia, mitigation, adaptation, finance, technology development and transfer and
capacity-building; and transparency of action and support.

33.  We recognize that social and economic development depends on the sustainable management of our planet’s
natural resources. We are therefore determined to conserve and sustainably use oceans and seas, freshwater
resources, as well as forests, mountains and drylands and to protect biodiversity, ecosystems and wildlife. We are
also determined to promote sustainable tourism, to tackle water scarcity and water pollution, to strengthen
cooperation on desertification, dust storms, land degradation and drought and to promote resilience and disaster risk
reduction. In this regard, we look forward to the thirteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the
Convention on Biological Diversity to be held in Mexico.

34.  We recognize that sustainable urban development and management are crucial to the quality of life of our
people. We will work with local authorities and communities to renew and plan our cities and human settlements so
as to foster community cohesion and personal security and to stimulate innovation and employment. We will reduce

® United Nations, Treaty Series, vol.1771, No. 30822.
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the negative impacts of urban activities and of chemicals which are hazardous for human health and the
environment, including through the environmentally sound management and safe use of chemicals, the reduction
and recycling of waste and the more efficient use of water and energy. And we will work to minimize the impact of
cities on the global climate system. We will also take account of population trends and projections in our national
rural and urban development strategies and policies. We look forward to the upcoming United Nations Conference
on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development to be held in Quito.

35. Sustainable development cannot be realized without peace and security; and peace and security will be at risk
without sustainable development. The new Agenda recognizes the need to build peaceful, just and inclusive
societies that provide equal access to justice and that are based on respect for human rights (including the right to
development), on effective rule of law and good governance at all levels and on transparent, effective and
accountable institutions. Factors which give rise to violence, insecurity and injustice, such as inequality, corruption,
poor governance and illicit financial and arms flows, are addressed in the Agenda. We must redouble our efforts to
resolve or prevent conflict and to support post-conflict countries, including through ensuring that women have a role
in peacebuilding and State-building. We call for further effective measures and actions to be taken, in conformity
with international law, to remove the obstacles to the full realization of the right of self-determination of peoples
living under colonial and foreign occupation, which continue to adversely affect their economic and social
development as well as their environment.

36. We pledge to foster intercultural understanding, tolerance, mutual respect and an ethic of global citizenship
and shared responsibility. We acknowledge the natural and cultural diversity of the world and recognize that all
cultures and civilizations can contribute to, and are crucial enablers of, sustainable development.

37. Sport is also an important enabler of sustainable development. We recognize the growing contribution of sport
to the realization of development and peace in its promotion of tolerance and respect and the contributions it makes
to the empowerment of women and of young people, individuals and communities as well as to health, education
and social inclusion objectives.

38.  We reaffirm, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, the need to respect the territorial integrity
and political independence of States.

Means of implementation

39. The scale and ambition of the new Agenda requires a revitalized Global Partnership to ensure its
implementation. We fully commit to this. This Partnership will work in a spirit of global solidarity, in particular
solidarity with the poorest and with people in vulnerable situations. It will facilitate an intensive global engagement
in support of implementation of all the Goals and targets, bringing together Governments, the private sector, civil
society, the United Nations system and other actors and mobilizing all available resources.

40. The means of implementation targets under Goal 17 and under each Sustainable Development Goal are key to
realizing our Agenda and are of equal importance with the other Goals and targets. The Agenda, including the
Sustainable Development Goals, can be met within the framework of a revitalized Global Partnership for
Sustainable Development, supported by the concrete policies and actions as outlined in the outcome document of
the third International Conference on Financing for Development, held in Addis Ababa from 13 to 16 July 2015. We
welcome the endorsement by the General Assembly of the Addis Ababa Action Agenda,'® which is an integral part
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. We recognize that the full implementation of the Addis Ababa
Action Agenda is critical for the realization of the Sustainable Development Goals and targets.

41. We recognize that each country has primary responsibility for its own economic and social development. The
new Agenda deals with the means required for implementation of the Goals and targets. We recognize that these will
include the mobilization of financial resources as well as capacity-building and the transfer of environmentally
sound technologies to developing countries on favourable terms, including on concessional and preferential terms,
as mutually agreed. Public finance, both domestic and international, will play a vital role in providing essential
services and public goods and in catalysing other sources of finance. We acknowledge the role of the diverse private

' The Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing for Development (Addis Ababa Action Agenda),
adopted by the General Assembly on 27 July 2015 (resolution 69/313, annex).
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sector, ranging from micro-enterprises to cooperatives to multinationals, and that of civil society organizations and
philanthropic organizations in the implementation of the new Agenda.

42. We support the implementation of relevant strategies and programmes of action, including the Istanbul
Declaration and Programme of Action,'' the SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway'? and the
Vienna Programme of Action for Landlocked Developing Countries for the Decade 2014-2024," and reaffirm the
importance of supporting the African Union’s Agenda 2063 and the programme of the New Partnership for Africa’s
Development,'* all of which are integral to the new Agenda. We recognize the major challenge to the achievement
of durable peace and sustainable development in countries in conflict and post-conflict situations.

43.  We emphasize that international public finance plays an important role in complementing the efforts of
countries to mobilize public resources domestically, especially in the poorest and most vulnerable countries with
limited domestic resources. An important use of international public finance, including official development
assistance (ODA), is to catalyse additional resource mobilization from other sources, public and private. ODA
providers reaffirm their respective commitments, including the commitment by many developed countries to
achieve the target of 0.7 per cent of gross national income for official development assistance (ODA/GNI) to
developing countries and 0.15 per cent to 0.2 per cent of ODA/GNI to least developed countries.

44.  We acknowledge the importance for international financial institutions to support, in line with their mandates,
the policy space of each country, in particular developing countries. We recommit to broadening and strengthening
the voice and participation of developing countries — including African countries, least developed countries,
landlocked developing countries, small island developing States and middle-income countries — in international
economic decision-making, norm-setting and global economic governance.

45. We acknowledge also the essential role of national parliaments through their enactment of legislation and
adoption of budgets and their role in ensuring accountability for the effective implementation of our commitments.
Governments and public institutions will also work closely on implementation with regional and local authorities,
subregional institutions, international institutions, academia, philanthropic organizations, volunteer groups and
others.

46. We underline the important role and comparative advantage of an adequately resourced, relevant, coherent,
efficient and effective United Nations system in supporting the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals
and sustainable development. While stressing the importance of strengthened national ownership and leadership at
the country level, we express our support for the ongoing dialogue in the Economic and Social Council on the
longer-term positioning of the United Nations development system in the context of this Agenda.

Follow-up and review

47. Our Governments have the primary responsibility for follow-up and review, at the national, regional and
global levels, in relation to the progress made in implementing the Goals and targets over the coming 15 years. To
support accountability to our citizens, we will provide for systematic follow-up and review at the various levels, as
set out in this Agenda and the Addis Ababa Action Agenda. The high-level political forum under the auspices of the
General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council will have the central role in overseeing follow-up and
review at the global level.

48. Indicators are being developed to assist this work. Quality, accessible, timely and reliable disaggregated data
will be needed to help with the measurement of progress and to ensure that no one is left behind. Such data is key to
decision-making. Data and information from existing reporting mechanisms should be used where possible. We
agree to intensify our efforts to strengthen statistical capacities in developing countries, particularly African countries,
least developed countries, landlocked developing countries, small island developing States and middle-income
countries. We are committed to developing broader measures of progress to complement gross domestic product.

' Report of the Fourth United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries, Istanbul, Turkey, 9-13 May 2011 (A/CONF.219/7),
chaps. I and IL.

12 Resolution 69/15, annex.
13 Resolution 69/137, annex IL.
14 A/57/304, annex.
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A call for action to change our world

49. Seventy years ago, an earlier generation of world leaders came together to create the United Nations. From the
ashes of war and division they fashioned this Organization and the values of peace, dialogue and international
cooperation which underpin it. The supreme embodiment of those values is the Charter of the United Nations.

50. Today we are also taking a decision of great historic significance. We resolve to build a better future for all
people, including the millions who have been denied the chance to lead decent, dignified and rewarding lives and to
achieve their full human potential. We can be the first generation to succeed in ending poverty; just as we may be
the last to have a chance of saving the planet. The world will be a better place in 2030 if we succeed in our
objectives.

51. What we are announcing today — an Agenda for global action for the next 15 years — is a charter for people
and planet in the twenty-first century. Children and young women and men are critical agents of change and will
find in the new Goals a platform to channel their infinite capacities for activism into the creation of a better world.

52.  “We the peoples” are the celebrated opening words of the Charter of the United Nations. It is “we the peoples”
who are embarking today on the road to 2030. Our journey will involve Governments as well as parliaments, the
United Nations system and other international institutions, local authorities, indigenous peoples, civil society,
business and the private sector, the scientific and academic community — and all people. Millions have already
engaged with, and will own, this Agenda. It is an Agenda of the people, by the people and for the people — and this,
we believe, will ensure its success.

53. The future of humanity and of our planet lies in our hands. It lies also in the hands of today’s younger
generation who will pass the torch to future generations. We have mapped the road to sustainable development; it
will be for all of us to ensure that the journey is successful and its gains irreversible.

Sustainable Development Goals and targets

54. Following an inclusive process of intergovernmental negotiations, and based on the proposal of the Open
Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals,'® which includes a chapeau contextualizing the latter, set out
below are the Goals and targets which we have agreed.

55. The Sustainable Development Goals and targets are integrated and indivisible, global in nature and universally
applicable, taking into account different national realities, capacities and levels of development and respecting
national policies and priorities. Targets are defined as aspirational and global, with each Government setting its own
national targets guided by the global level of ambition but taking into account national circumstances. Each
Government will also decide how these aspirational and global targets should be incorporated into national planning
processes, policies and strategies. It is important to recognize the link between sustainable development and other
relevant ongoing processes in the economic, social and environmental fields.

56. In deciding upon these Goals and targets, we recognize that each country faces specific challenges to achieve
sustainable development, and we underscore the special challenges facing the most vulnerable countries and, in
particular, African countries, least developed countries, landlocked developing countries and small island
developing States, as well as the specific challenges facing the middle-income countries. Countries in situations of
conflict also need special attention.

57. We recognize that baseline data for several of the targets remains unavailable, and we call for increased
support for strengthening data collection and capacity-building in Member States, to develop national and global
baselines where they do not yet exist. We commit to addressing this gap in data collection so as to better inform the
measurement of progress, in particular for those targets below which do not have clear numerical targets.

58.  We encourage ongoing efforts by States in other forums to address key issues which pose potential challenges
to the implementation of our Agenda, and we respect the independent mandates of those processes. We intend that
the Agenda and its implementation would support, and be without prejudice to, those other processes and the
decisions taken therein.

' Contained in the report of the Open Working Group of the General Assembly on Sustainable Development Goals (A/68/970 and Corr.1;
see also A/68/970/Add.1-3).
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59.  We recognize that there are different approaches, visions, models and tools available to each country, in
accordance with its national circumstances and priorities, to achieve sustainable development; and we reaffirm that
planet Earth and its ecosystems are our common home and that “Mother Earth” is a common expression in a
number of countries and regions.

Sustainable Development Goals
Goal 1. End poverty in all its forms everywhere

Goal 2. End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable
agriculture

Goal 3.  Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages

Goal4.  Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities
for all

Goal 5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls
Goal 6.  Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all
Goal 7 Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all

Goal 8.  Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive
employment and decent work for all

Goal 9.  Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and
foster innovation

Goal 10. Reduce inequality within and among countries

Goal 11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable
Goal 12. Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns

Goal 13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts”

Goal 14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable
development

Goal 15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage
forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt
biodiversity loss

Goal 16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to
justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels

Goal 17.  Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership for
Sustainable Development

* Acknowledging that the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change is the primary international,
intergovernmental forum for negotiating the global response to climate change.

Goal 1.  End poverty in all its forms everywhere

1.1 By 2030, eradicate extreme poverty for all people everywhere, currently measured as people living on less
than $1.25 a day

1.2 By 2030, reduce at least by half the proportion of men, women and children of all ages living in poverty in all
its dimensions according to national definitions

1.3 Implement nationally appropriate social protection systems and measures for all, including floors, and by 2030
achieve substantial coverage of the poor and the vulnerable
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1.4 By 2030, ensure that all men and women, in particular the poor and the vulnerable, have equal rights to
economic resources, as well as access to basic services, ownership and control over land and other forms of
property, inheritance, natural resources, appropriate new technology and financial services, including microfinance

1.5 By 2030, build the resilience of the poor and those in vulnerable situations and reduce their exposure and
vulnerability to climate-related extreme events and other economic, social and environmental shocks and disasters

l.a Ensure significant mobilization of resources from a variety of sources, including through enhanced
development cooperation, in order to provide adequate and predictable means for developing countries, in particular
least developed countries, to implement programmes and policies to end poverty in all its dimensions

1.b Create sound policy frameworks at the national, regional and international levels, based on pro-poor and
gender-sensitive development strategies, to support accelerated investment in poverty eradication actions

Goal 2. End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture

2.1 By 2030, end hunger and ensure access by all people, in particular the poor and people in vulnerable
situations, including infants, to safe, nutritious and sufficient food all year round

2.2 By 2030, end all forms of malnutrition, including achieving, by 2025, the internationally agreed targets on
stunting and wasting in children under 5 years of age, and address the nutritional needs of adolescent girls, pregnant
and lactating women and older persons

2.3 By 2030, double the agricultural productivity and incomes of small-scale food producers, in particular women,
indigenous peoples, family farmers, pastoralists and fishers, including through secure and equal access to land, other
productive resources and inputs, knowledge, financial services, markets and opportunities for value addition and
non-farm employment

2.4 By 2030, ensure sustainable food production systems and implement resilient agricultural practices that
increase productivity and production, that help maintain ecosystems, that strengthen capacity for adaptation to
climate change, extreme weather, drought, flooding and other disasters and that progressively improve land and soil

quality

2.5 By 2020, maintain the genetic diversity of seeds, cultivated plants and farmed and domesticated animals and
their related wild species, including through soundly managed and diversified seed and plant banks at the national,
regional and international levels, and promote access to and fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the
utilization of genetic resources and associated traditional knowledge, as internationally agreed

2.a Increase investment, including through enhanced international cooperation, in rural infrastructure, agricultural
research and extension services, technology development and plant and livestock gene banks in order to enhance
agricultural productive capacity in developing countries, in particular least developed countries

2.b Correct and prevent trade restrictions and distortions in world agricultural markets, including through the
parallel elimination of all forms of agricultural export subsidies and all export measures with equivalent effect, in
accordance with the mandate of the Doha Development Round

2.c Adopt measures to ensure the proper functioning of food commodity markets and their derivatives and
facilitate timely access to market information, including on food reserves, in order to help limit extreme food price
volatility

Goal 3.  Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages

3.1 By 2030, reduce the global maternal mortality ratio to less than 70 per 100,000 live births

3.2 By 2030, end preventable deaths of newborns and children under 5 years of age, with all countries aiming to
reduce neonatal mortality to at least as low as 12 per 1,000 live births and under-5 mortality to at least as low as 25
per 1,000 live births

3.3 By 2030, end the epidemics of AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria and neglected tropical diseases and combat
hepatitis, water-borne diseases and other communicable diseases
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3.4 By 2030, reduce by one third premature mortality from non-communicable diseases through prevention and
treatment and promote mental health and well-being

3.5 Strengthen the prevention and treatment of substance abuse, including narcotic drug abuse and harmful use
of alcohol

3.6 By 2020, halve the number of global deaths and injuries from road traffic accidents

3.7 By 2030, ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive health-care services, including for family
planning, information and education, and the integration of reproductive health into national strategies and
programmes

3.8 Achieve universal health coverage, including financial risk protection, access to quality essential health-care
services and access to safe, effective, quality and affordable essential medicines and vaccines for all

3.9 By 2030, substantially reduce the number of deaths and illnesses from hazardous chemicals and air, water and
soil pollution and contamination

3.a Strengthen the implementation of the World Health Organization Framework Convention on Tobacco Control
in all countries, as appropriate

3.b Support the research and development of vaccines and medicines for the communicable and non-
communicable diseases that primarily affect developing countries, provide access to affordable essential medicines
and vaccines, in accordance with the Doha Declaration on the TRIPS Agreement and Public Health, which affirms
the right of developing countries to use to the full the provisions in the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of
Intellectual Property Rights regarding flexibilities to protect public health, and, in particular, provide access to
medicines for all

3.c Substantially increase health financing and the recruitment, development, training and retention of the health
workforce in developing countries, especially in least developed countries and small island developing States

3.d Strengthen the capacity of all countries, in particular developing countries, for early warning, risk reduction
and management of national and global health risks

Goal4.  Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities
for all

4.1 By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys complete free, equitable and quality primary and secondary education
leading to relevant and effective learning outcomes

42 By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys have access to quality early childhood development, care and pre-
primary education so that they are ready for primary education

43 By 2030, ensure equal access for all women and men to affordable and quality technical, vocational and
tertiary education, including university

44 By 2030, substantially increase the number of youth and adults who have relevant skills, including technical
and vocational skills, for employment, decent jobs and entrepreneurship

4.5 By 2030, climinate gender disparities in education and ensure equal access to all levels of education and
vocational training for the vulnerable, including persons with disabilities, indigenous peoples and children in
vulnerable situations

4.6 By 2030, ensure that all youth and a substantial proportion of adults, both men and women, achieve literacy
and numeracy

47 By 2030, ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge and skills needed to promote sustainable
development, including, among others, through education for sustainable development and sustainable lifestyles,
human rights, gender equality, promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence, global citizenship and appreciation
of cultural diversity and of culture’s contribution to sustainable development
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4.a Build and upgrade education facilities that are child, disability and gender sensitive and provide safe, non-
violent, inclusive and effective learning environments for all

4b By 2020, substantially expand globally the number of scholarships available to developing countries, in
particular least developed countries, small island developing States and African countries, for enrolment in higher
education, including vocational training and information and communications technology, technical, engineering
and scientific programmes, in developed countries and other developing countries

4.c By 2030, substantially increase the supply of qualified teachers, including through international cooperation
for teacher training in developing countries, especially least developed countries and small island developing
States

Goal 5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls

5.1 End all forms of discrimination against all women and girls everywhere

5.2 Eliminate all forms of violence against all women and girls in the public and private spheres, including
trafficking and sexual and other types of exploitation

5.3 Eliminate all harmful practices, such as child, early and forced marriage and female genital mutilation

5.4 Recognize and value unpaid care and domestic work through the provision of public services, infrastructure
and social protection policies and the promotion of shared responsibility within the household and the family as
nationally appropriate

5.5 Ensure women’s full and effective participation and equal opportunities for leadership at all levels of decision-
making in political, economic and public life

5.6 Ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive health and reproductive rights as agreed in accordance
with the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development and the Beijing
Platform for Action and the outcome documents of their review conferences

5.a  Undertake reforms to give women equal rights to economic resources, as well as access to ownership and
control over land and other forms of property, financial services, inheritance and natural resources, in accordance
with national laws

5.b Enhance the use of enabling technology, in particular information and communications technology, to
promote the empowerment of women

5. Adopt and strengthen sound policies and enforceable legislation for the promotion of gender equality and the
empowerment of all women and girls at all levels

Goal 6.  Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all

6.1 By 2030, achieve universal and equitable access to safe and affordable drinking water for all

6.2 By 2030, achieve access to adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all and end open defecation,
paying special attention to the needs of women and girls and those in vulnerable situations

6.3 By 2030, improve water quality by reducing pollution, eliminating dumping and minimizing release of
hazardous chemicals and materials, halving the proportion of untreated wastewater and substantially increasing
recycling and safe reuse globally

6.4 By 2030, substantially increase water-use efficiency across all sectors and ensure sustainable withdrawals and
supply of freshwater to address water scarcity and substantially reduce the number of people suffering from water
scarcity

6.5 By 2030, implement integrated water resources management at all levels, including through transboundary
cooperation as appropriate

6.6 By 2020, protect and restore water-related ecosystems, including mountains, forests, wetlands, rivers, aquifers
and lakes
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6.a By 2030, expand international cooperation and capacity-building support to developing countries in water-
and sanitation-related activities and programmes, including water harvesting, desalination, water efficiency,
wastewater treatment, recycling and reuse technologies

6.b  Support and strengthen the participation of local communities in improving water and sanitation management

Goal 7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all
7.1 By 2030, ensure universal access to affordable, reliable and modern energy services
7.2 By 2030, increase substantially the share of renewable energy in the global energy mix

7.3 By 2030, double the global rate of improvement in energy efficiency

7.a By 2030, enhance international cooperation to facilitate access to clean energy research and technology,
including renewable energy, energy efficiency and advanced and cleaner fossil-fuel technology, and promote
investment in energy infrastructure and clean energy technology

7.b By 2030, expand infrastructure and upgrade technology for supplying modern and sustainable energy services
for all in developing countries, in particular least developed countries, small island developing States and landlocked
developing countries, in accordance with their respective programmes of support

Goal 8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment
and decent work for all

8.1 Sustain per capita economic growth in accordance with national circumstances and, in particular, at least
7 per cent gross domestic product growth per annum in the least developed countries

8.2 Achieve higher levels of economic productivity through diversification, technological upgrading and
innovation, including through a focus on high-value added and labour-intensive sectors

8.3 Promote development-oriented policies that support productive activities, decent job creation,
entrepreneurship, creativity and innovation, and encourage the formalization and growth of micro-, small- and
medium-sized enterprises, including through access to financial services

8.4 Improve progressively, through 2030, global resource efficiency in consumption and production and
endeavour to decouple economic growth from environmental degradation, in accordance with the 10-Year
Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and Production, with developed countries taking the lead

8.5 By 2030, achieve full and productive employment and decent work for all women and men, including for
young people and persons with disabilities, and equal pay for work of equal value

8.6 By 2020, substantially reduce the proportion of youth not in employment, education or training

8.7 Take immediate and effective measures to eradicate forced labour, end modern slavery and human trafficking
and secure the prohibition and elimination of the worst forms of child labour, including recruitment and use of child
soldiers, and by 2025 end child labour in all its forms

8.8  Protect labour rights and promote safe and secure working environments for all workers, including migrant
workers, in particular women migrants, and those in precarious employment

8.9 By 2030, devise and implement policies to promote sustainable tourism that creates jobs and promotes local
culture and products

8.10 Strengthen the capacity of domestic financial institutions to encourage and expand access to banking,
insurance and financial services for all
8.a Increase Aid for Trade support for developing countries, in particular least developed countries, including

through the Enhanced Integrated Framework for Trade-related Technical Assistance to Least Developed Countries

8.b By 2020, develop and operationalize a global strategy for youth employment and implement the Global Jobs
Pact of the International Labour Organization
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Goal 9.  Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and foster
innovation

9.1 Develop quality, reliable, sustainable and resilient infrastructure, including regional and transborder
infrastructure, to support economic development and human well-being, with a focus on affordable and equitable
access for all

9.2 Promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and, by 2030, significantly raise industry’s share of
employment and gross domestic product, in line with national circumstances, and double its share in least developed
countries

9.3 Increase the access of small-scale industrial and other enterprises, in particular in developing countries, to
financial services, including affordable credit, and their integration into value chains and markets

94 By 2030, upgrade infrastructure and retrofit industries to make them sustainable, with increased resource-use
efficiency and greater adoption of clean and environmentally sound technologies and industrial processes, with all
countries taking action in accordance with their respective capabilities

9.5 Enhance scientific research, upgrade the technological capabilities of industrial sectors in all countries, in
particular developing countries, including, by 2030, encouraging innovation and substantially increasing the number
of research and development workers per 1 million people and public and private research and development
spending

9.a Facilitate sustainable and resilient infrastructure development in developing countries through enhanced
financial, technological and technical support to African countries, least developed countries, landlocked developing
countries and small island developing States

9.b  Support domestic technology development, research and innovation in developing countries, including by
ensuring a conducive policy environment for, inter alia, industrial diversification and value addition to commodities

9.c Significantly increase access to information and communications technology and strive to provide universal
and affordable access to the Internet in least developed countries by 2020

Goal 10. Reduce inequality within and among countries

10.1 By 2030, progressively achieve and sustain income growth of the bottom 40 per cent of the population at a
rate higher than the national average

102 By 2030, empower and promote the social, economic and political inclusion of all, irrespective of age, sex,
disability, race, ethnicity, origin, religion or economic or other status

10.3  Ensure equal opportunity and reduce inequalities of outcome, including by eliminating discriminatory laws,
policies and practices and promoting appropriate legislation, policies and action in this regard

104  Adopt policies, especially fiscal, wage and social protection policies, and progressively achieve greater
equality

10.5 Improve the regulation and monitoring of global financial markets and institutions and strengthen the
implementation of such regulations

10.6 Ensure enhanced representation and voice for developing countries in decision-making in global
international economic and financial institutions in order to deliver more effective, credible, accountable and
legitimate institutions

10.7  Facilitate orderly, safe, regular and responsible migration and mobility of people, including through the
implementation of planned and well-managed migration policies

10.a  Implement the principle of special and differential treatment for developing countries, in particular least
developed countries, in accordance with World Trade Organization agreements

10.b  Encourage official development assistance and financial flows, including foreign direct investment, to States
where the need is greatest, in particular least developed countries, African countries, small island developing States
and landlocked developing countries, in accordance with their national plans and programmes
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10.c By 2030, reduce to less than 3 per cent the transaction costs of migrant remittances and eliminate remittance
corridors with costs higher than 5 per cent

Goal 11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable

11.1 By 2030, ensure access for all to adequate, safe and affordable housing and basic services and upgrade slums

11.2 By 2030, provide access to safe, affordable, accessible and sustainable transport systems for all, improving
road safety, notably by expanding public transport, with special attention to the needs of those in vulnerable
situations, women, children, persons with disabilities and older persons

11.3 By 2030, enhance inclusive and sustainable urbanization and capacity for participatory, integrated and
sustainable human settlement planning and management in all countries

114  Strengthen efforts to protect and safeguard the world’s cultural and natural heritage

11.5 By 2030, significantly reduce the number of deaths and the number of people affected and substantially
decrease the direct economic losses relative to global gross domestic product caused by disasters, including water-
related disasters, with a focus on protecting the poor and people in vulnerable situations

11.6 By 2030, reduce the adverse per capita environmental impact of cities, including by paying special attention
to air quality and municipal and other waste management

11.7 By 2030, provide universal access to safe, inclusive and accessible, green and public spaces, in particular for
women and children, older persons and persons with disabilities
11.a  Support positive economic, social and environmental links between urban, peri-urban and rural areas by

strengthening national and regional development planning

11.b By 2020, substantially increase the number of cities and human settlements adopting and implementing
integrated policies and plans towards inclusion, resource efficiency, mitigation and adaptation to climate change,
resilience to disasters, and develop and implement, in line with the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction
2015-2030, holistic disaster risk management at all levels

1l.c  Support least developed countries, including through financial and technical assistance, in building
sustainable and resilient buildings utilizing local materials
Goal 12. Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns

12.1 Implement the 10-Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and Production Patterns,
all countries taking action, with developed countries taking the lead, taking into account the development and
capabilities of developing countries

122 By 2030, achieve the sustainable management and efficient use of natural resources

12.3 By 2030, halve per capita global food waste at the retail and consumer levels and reduce food losses along
production and supply chains, including post-harvest losses

124 By 2020, achieve the environmentally sound management of chemicals and all wastes throughout their life
cycle, in accordance with agreed international frameworks, and significantly reduce their release to air, water and
soil in order to minimize their adverse impacts on human health and the environment

12.5 By 2030, substantially reduce waste generation through prevention, reduction, recycling and reuse

12.6  Encourage companies, especially large and transnational companies, to adopt sustainable practices and to
integrate sustainability information into their reporting cycle

12.7  Promote public procurement practices that are sustainable, in accordance with national policies and priorities

12.8 By 2030, ensure that people everywhere have the relevant information and awareness for sustainable
development and lifestyles in harmony with nature
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12.a  Support developing countries to strengthen their scientific and technological capacity to move towards more
sustainable patterns of consumption and production

12b Develop and implement tools to monitor sustainable development impacts for sustainable tourism that
creates jobs and promotes local culture and products

12.c Rationalize inefficient fossil-fuel subsidies that encourage wasteful consumption by removing market
distortions, in accordance with national circumstances, including by restructuring taxation and phasing out those
harmful subsidies, where they exist, to reflect their environmental impacts, taking fully into account the specific
needs and conditions of developing countries and minimizing the possible adverse impacts on their development in
a manner that protects the poor and the affected communities

Goal 13.  Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts”
13.1  Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related hazards and natural disasters in all countries
13.2 Integrate climate change measures into national policies, strategies and planning

13.3 Improve education, awareness-raising and human and institutional capacity on climate change mitigation,
adaptation, impact reduction and early warning

13.a Implement the commitment undertaken by developed-country parties to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change to a goal of mobilizing jointly $100 billion annually by 2020 from all sources to
address the needs of developing countries in the context of meaningful mitigation actions and transparency on
implementation and fully operationalize the Green Climate Fund through its capitalization as soon as possible

13.b  Promote mechanisms for raising capacity for effective climate change-related planning and management in
least developed countries and small island developing States, including focusing on women, youth and local and
marginalized communities

Goal 14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development

141 By 2025, prevent and significantly reduce marine pollution of all kinds, in particular from land-based
activities, including marine debris and nutrient pollution

142 By 2020, sustainably manage and protect marine and coastal ecosystems to avoid significant adverse
impacts, including by strengthening their resilience, and take action for their restoration in order to achieve healthy
and productive oceans

14.3  Minimize and address the impacts of ocean acidification, including through enhanced scientific cooperation
atall levels

144 By 2020, effectively regulate harvesting and end overfishing, illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and
destructive fishing practices and implement science-based management plans, in order to restore fish stocks in the
shortest time feasible, at least to levels that can produce maximum sustainable yield as determined by their
biological characteristics

145 By 2020, conserve at least 10 per cent of coastal and marine areas, consistent with national and international
law and based on the best available scientific information

14.6 By 2020, prohibit certain forms of fisheries subsidies which contribute to overcapacity and overfishing,
eliminate subsidies that contribute to illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and refrain from introducing new
such subsidies, recognizing that appropriate and effective special and differential treatment for developing and least
developed countries should be an integral part of the World Trade Organization fisheries subsidies negotiation'®

* Acknowledging that the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change is the primary international, intergovernmental
forum for negotiating the global response to climate change.

1 Taking into account ongoing World Trade Organization negotiations, the Doha Development Agenda and the Hong Kong ministerial
mandate.

19



I. Resolutions adopted without reference to a Main Committee

20

147 By 2030, increase the economic benefits to small island developing States and least developed countries
from the sustainable use of marine resources, including through sustainable management of fisheries, aquaculture
and tourism

14.a Increase scientific knowledge, develop research capacity and transfer marine technology, taking into account
the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission Criteria and Guidelines on the Transfer of Marine Technology,
in order to improve ocean health and to enhance the contribution of marine biodiversity to the development of
developing countries, in particular small island developing States and least developed countries

14b  Provide access for small-scale artisanal fishers to marine resources and markets

14.c  Enhance the conservation and sustainable use of oceans and their resources by implementing international law
as reflected in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, which provides the legal framework for the
conservation and sustainable use of oceans and their resources, as recalled in paragraph 158 of “The future we want”

Goal 15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests,
combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss

15.1 By 2020, ensure the conservation, restoration and sustainable use of terrestrial and inland freshwater
ecosystems and their services, in particular forests, wetlands, mountains and drylands, in line with obligations under
international agreements

152 By 2020, promote the implementation of sustainable management of all types of forests, halt deforestation,
restore degraded forests and substantially increase afforestation and reforestation globally

153 By 2030, combat desertification, restore degraded land and soil, including land affected by desertification,
drought and floods, and strive to achieve a land degradation-neutral world

15.4 By 2030, ensure the conservation of mountain ecosystems, including their biodiversity, in order to enhance
their capacity to provide benefits that are essential for sustainable development

15.5 Take urgent and significant action to reduce the degradation of natural habitats, halt the loss of biodiversity
and, by 2020, protect and prevent the extinction of threatened species

15.6  Promote fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the utilization of genetic resources and
promote appropriate access to such resources, as internationally agreed

15.7  Take urgent action to end poaching and trafficking of protected species of flora and fauna and address both
demand and supply of illegal wildlife products

15.8 By 2020, introduce measures to prevent the introduction and significantly reduce the impact of invasive
alien species on land and water ecosystems and control or eradicate the priority species

159 By 2020, integrate ecosystem and biodiversity values into national and local planning, development
processes, poverty reduction strategies and accounts

15.a  Mobilize and significantly increase financial resources from all sources to conserve and sustainably use
biodiversity and ecosystems

15.b  Mobilize significant resources from all sources and at all levels to finance sustainable forest management
and provide adequate incentives to developing countries to advance such management, including for conservation
and reforestation

15.c  Enhance global support for efforts to combat poaching and trafficking of protected species, including by

increasing the capacity of local communities to pursue sustainable livelihood opportunities

Goal 16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for
all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels

16.1  Significantly reduce all forms of violence and related death rates everywhere

16.2  End abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all forms of violence against and torture of children
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16.3  Promote the rule of law at the national and international levels and ensure equal access to justice for all

16.4 By 2030, significantly reduce illicit financial and arms flows, strengthen the recovery and return of stolen
assets and combat all forms of organized crime

16.5  Substantially reduce corruption and bribery in all their forms

16.6  Develop effective, accountable and transparent institutions at all levels

16.7  Ensure responsive, inclusive, participatory and representative decision-making at all levels

16.8  Broaden and strengthen the participation of developing countries in the institutions of global governance

16.9 By 2030, provide legal identity for all, including birth registration

16.10 Ensure public access to information and protect fundamental freedoms, in accordance with national

legislation and international agreements

16.a  Strengthen relevant national institutions, including through international cooperation, for building capacity at

all levels, in particular in developing countries, to prevent violence and combat terrorism and crime

16.b  Promote and enforce non-discriminatory laws and policies for sustainable development

Goal 17.  Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership for Sustainable
Development

Finance

17.1  Strengthen domestic resource mobilization, including through international support to developing countries,
to improve domestic capacity for tax and other revenue collection

172 Developed countries to implement fully their official development assistance commitments, including the
commitment by many developed countries to achieve the target of 0.7 per cent of gross national income for official
development assistance (ODA/GNI) to developing countries and 0.15 to 0.20 per cent of ODA/GNI to least
developed countries; ODA providers are encouraged to consider setting a target to provide at least 0.20 per cent of
ODA/GNI to least developed countries

17.3  Mobilize additional financial resources for developing countries from multiple sources

174  Assist developing countries in attaining long-term debt sustainability through coordinated policies aimed at
fostering debt financing, debt relief and debt restructuring, as appropriate, and address the external debt of highly
indebted poor countries to reduce debt distress

17.5  Adopt and implement investment promotion regimes for least developed countries

Technology

17.6  Enhance North-South, South-South and triangular regional and international cooperation on and access to
science, technology and innovation and enhance knowledge sharing on mutually agreed terms, including through
improved coordination among existing mechanisms, in particular at the United Nations level, and through a global
technology facilitation mechanism

17.7 Promote the development, transfer, dissemination and diffusion of environmentally sound technologies to
developing countries on favourable terms, including on concessional and preferential terms, as mutually agreed

17.8  Fully operationalize the technology bank and science, technology and innovation capacity-building
mechanism for least developed countries by 2017 and enhance the use of enabling technology, in particular
information and communications technology

Capacity-building

17.9 Enhance international support for implementing effective and targeted capacity-building in developing
countries to support national plans to implement all the Sustainable Development Goals, including through North-
South, South-South and triangular cooperation
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Trade

17.10 Promote a universal, rules-based, open, non-discriminatory and equitable multilateral trading system under
the World Trade Organization, including through the conclusion of negotiations under its Doha Development
Agenda

17.11 Significantly increase the exports of developing countries, in particular with a view to doubling the least
developed countries’ share of global exports by 2020

17.12 Realize timely implementation of duty-free and quota-free market access on a lasting basis for all least
developed countries, consistent with World Trade Organization decisions, including by ensuring that preferential
rules of origin applicable to imports from least developed countries are transparent and simple, and contribute to
facilitating market access

Systemic issues

Policy and institutional coherence

17.13 Enhance global macroeconomic stability, including through policy coordination and policy coherence
17.14 Enhance policy coherence for sustainable development

17.15 Respect each country’s policy space and leadership to establish and implement policies for poverty
eradication and sustainable development

Multi-stakeholder partnerships

17.16 Enhance the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development, complemented by multi-stakeholder
partnerships that mobilize and share knowledge, expertise, technology and financial resources, to support the
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals in all countries, in particular developing countries

17.17 Encourage and promote effective public, public-private and civil society partnerships, building on the
experience and resourcing strategies of partnerships

Data, monitoring and accountability

17.18 By 2020, enhance capacity-building support to developing countries, including for least developed countries
and small island developing States, to increase significantly the availability of high-quality, timely and reliable data
disaggregated by income, gender, age, race, ethnicity, migratory status, disability, geographic location and other
characteristics relevant in national contexts

17.19 By 2030, build on existing initiatives to develop measurements of progress on sustainable development that
complement gross domestic product, and support statistical capacity-building in developing countries

Means of implementation and the Global Partnership

60. We reaffirm our strong commitment to the full implementation of this new Agenda. We recognize that we will
not be able to achieve our ambitious Goals and targets without a revitalized and enhanced Global Partnership and
comparably ambitious means of implementation. The revitalized Global Partnership will facilitate an intensive
global engagement in support of implementation of all the Goals and targets, bringing together Governments, civil
society, the private sector, the United Nations system and other actors and mobilizing all available resources.

61. The Agenda’s Goals and targets deal with the means required to realize our collective ambitions. The means of
implementation targets under each Sustainable Development Goal and Goal 17, which are referred to above, are key
to realizing our Agenda and are of equal importance with the other Goals and targets. We shall accord them equal
priority in our implementation efforts and in the global indicator framework for monitoring our progress.

62. This Agenda, including the Sustainable Development Goals, can be met within the framework of a revitalized
Global Partnership for Sustainable Development, supported by the concrete policies and actions outlined in the
Addis Ababa Action Agenda, which is an integral part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The Addis
Ababa Action Agenda supports, complements and helps to contextualize the 2030 Agenda’s means of
implementation targets. It relates to domestic public resources, domestic and international private business and
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finance, international development cooperation, international trade as an engine for development, debt and debt
sustainability, addressing systemic issues and science, technology, innovation and capacity-building, and data,
monitoring and follow-up.

63. Cohesive nationally owned sustainable development strategies, supported by integrated national financing
frameworks, will be at the heart of our efforts. We reiterate that each country has primary responsibility for its own
economic and social development and that the role of national policies and development strategies cannot be
overemphasized. We will respect each country’s policy space and leadership to implement policies for poverty
eradication and sustainable development, while remaining consistent with relevant international rules and
commitments. At the same time, national development efforts need to be supported by an enabling international
economic environment, including coherent and mutually supporting world trade, monetary and financial systems,
and strengthened and enhanced global economic governance. Processes to develop and facilitate the availability of
appropriate knowledge and technologies globally, as well as capacity-building, are also critical. We commit to
pursuing policy coherence and an enabling environment for sustainable development at all levels and by all actors,
and to reinvigorating the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development.

64. We support the implementation of relevant strategies and programmes of action, including the Istanbul
Declaration and Programme of Action, the SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway and the
Vienna Programme of Action for Landlocked Developing Countries for the Decade 2014-2024, and reaffirm the
importance of supporting the African Union’s Agenda 2063 and the programme of the New Partnership for Africa’s
Development, all of which are integral to the new Agenda. We recognize the major challenge to the achievement of
durable peace and sustainable development in countries in conflict and post-conflict situations.

65. We recognize that middle-income countries still face significant challenges to achieve sustainable
development. In order to ensure that achievements made to date are sustained, efforts to address ongoing challenges
should be strengthened through the exchange of experiences, improved coordination, and better and focused support
of the United Nations development system, the international financial institutions, regional organizations and other
stakeholders.

66. We underscore that, for all countries, public policies and the mobilization and effective use of domestic
resources, underscored by the principle of national ownership, are central to our common pursuit of sustainable
development, including achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. We recognize that domestic resources are
first and foremost generated by economic growth, supported by an enabling environment at all levels.

67. Private business activity, investment and innovation are major drivers of productivity, inclusive economic
growth and job creation. We acknowledge the diversity of the private sector, ranging from micro-enterprises to
cooperatives to multinationals. We call upon all businesses to apply their creativity and innovation to solving
sustainable development challenges. We will foster a dynamic and well-functioning business sector, while
protecting labour rights and environmental and health standards in accordance with relevant international standards
and agreements and other ongoing initiatives in this regard, such as the Guiding Principles on Business and Human
Rights'” and the labour standards of the International Labour Organization, the Convention on the Rights of the
Child"® and key multilateral environmental agreements, for parties to those agreements.

68. International trade is an engine for inclusive economic growth and poverty reduction, and contributes to the
promotion of sustainable development. We will continue to promote a universal, rules-based, open, transparent,
predictable, inclusive, non-discriminatory and equitable multilateral trading system under the World Trade
Organization, as well as meaningful trade liberalization. We call upon all members of the World Trade Organization
to redouble their efforts to promptly conclude the negotiations on the Doha Development Agenda.'” We attach great
importance to providing trade-related capacity-building for developing countries, including African countries, least
developed countries, landlocked developing countries, small island developing States and middle-income countries,
including for the promotion of regional economic integration and interconnectivity.

"7 A/JHRC/17/31, annex.
'8 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1577, No. 27531.
19 A/C2/56/7, annex.
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69. We recognize the need to assist developing countries in attaining long-term debt sustainability through
coordinated policies aimed at fostering debt financing, debt relief, debt restructuring and sound debt management, as
appropriate. Many countries remain vulnerable to debt crises and some are in the midst of crises, including a
number of least developed countries, small island developing States and some developed countries. We reiterate that
debtors and creditors must work together to prevent and resolve unsustainable debt situations. Maintaining
sustainable debt levels is the responsibility of the borrowing countries; however we acknowledge that lenders also
have a responsibility to lend in a way that does not undermine a country’s debt sustainability. We will support the
maintenance of debt sustainability of those countries that have received debt relief and achieved sustainable debt
levels.

70. We hereby launch a Technology Facilitation Mechanism which was established by the Addis Ababa Action
Agenda in order to support the Sustainable Development Goals. The Technology Facilitation Mechanism will be
based on a multi-stakeholder collaboration between Member States, civil society, the private sector, the scientific
community, United Nations entities and other stakeholders and will be composed of a United Nations inter-agency
task team on science, technology and innovation for the Sustainable Development Goals, a collaborative multi-
stakeholder forum on science, technology and innovation for the Sustainable Development Goals and an online
platform.

. The United Nations inter-agency task team on science, technology and innovation for the Sustainable
Development Goals will promote coordination, coherence and cooperation within the United Nations
system on science, technology and innovation-related matters, enhancing synergy and efficiency, in
particular to enhance capacity-building initiatives. The task team will draw on existing resources and will
work with 10 representatives from civil society, the private sector and the scientific community to prepare
the meetings of the multi-stakeholder forum on science, technology and innovation for the Sustainable
Development Goals, as well as in the development and operationalization of the online platform, including
preparing proposals for the modalities for the forum and the online platform. The 10 representatives will
be appointed by the Secretary-General, for periods of two years. The task team will be open to the
participation of all United Nations agencies, funds and programmes and the functional commissions of the
Economic and Social Council and it will initially be composed of the entities that currently integrate the
informal working group on technology facilitation, namely, the Department of Economic and Social
Affairs of the Secretariat, the United Nations Environment Programme, the United Nations Industrial
Development Organization, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, the International Telecommunication Union, the
World Intellectual Property Organization and the World Bank.

. The online platform will be used to establish a comprehensive mapping of, and serve as a gateway for,
information on existing science, technology and innovation initiatives, mechanisms and programmes,
within and beyond the United Nations. The online platform will facilitate access to information,
knowledge and experience, as well as best practices and lessons learned, on science, technology and
innovation facilitation initiatives and policies. The online platform will also facilitate the dissemination of
relevant open access scientific publications generated worldwide. The online platform will be developed
on the basis of an independent technical assessment which will take into account best practices and lessons
learned from other initiatives, within and beyond the United Nations, in order to ensure that it will
complement, facilitate access to and provide adequate information on existing science, technology and
innovation platforms, avoiding duplications and enhancing synergies.

e The multi-stakeholder forum on science, technology and innovation for the Sustainable Development
Goals will be convened once a year, for a period of two days, to discuss science, technology and
innovation cooperation around thematic areas for the implementation of the Sustainable Development
Goals, congregating all relevant stakeholders to actively contribute in their area of expertise. The forum
will provide a venue for facilitating interaction, matchmaking and the establishment of networks between
relevant stakeholders and multi-stakeholder partnerships in order to identify and examine technology
needs and gaps, including on scientific cooperation, innovation and capacity-building, and also in order to
help to facilitate development, transfer and dissemination of relevant technologies for the Sustainable
Development Goals. The meetings of the forum will be convened by the President of the Economic and
Social Council before the meeting of the high-level political forum under the auspices of the Council or,
alternatively, in conjunction with other forums or conferences, as appropriate, taking into account the
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theme to be considered and on the basis of a collaboration with the organizers of the other forums or
conferences. The meetings of the forum will be co-chaired by two Member States and will result in a
summary of discussions elaborated by the two co-Chairs, as an input to the meetings of the high-level
political forum, in the context of the follow-up and review of the implementation of the post-2015
development agenda.

. The meetings of the high-level political forum will be informed by the summary of the multi-stakeholder
forum. The themes for the subsequent multi-stakeholder forum on science, technology and innovation for
the Sustainable Development Goals will be considered by the high-level political forum on sustainable
development, taking into account expert inputs from the task team.

71. We reiterate that this Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals and targets, including the means of
implementation, are universal, indivisible and interlinked.

Follow-up and review

72.  We commit to engaging in systematic follow-up and review of the implementation of this Agenda over the
next 15 years. A robust, voluntary, effective, participatory, transparent and integrated follow-up and review
framework will make a vital contribution to implementation and will help countries to maximize and track progress
in implementing this Agenda in order to ensure that no one is left behind.

73.  Operating at the national, regional and global levels, it will promote accountability to our citizens, support
effective international cooperation in achieving this Agenda and foster exchanges of best practices and mutual
learning. It will mobilize support to overcome shared challenges and identify new and emerging issues. As this is a
universal Agenda, mutual trust and understanding among all nations will be important.

74.  Follow-up and review processes at all levels will be guided by the following principles:

(@) They will be voluntary and country-led, will take into account different national realities, capacities and
levels of development and will respect policy space and priorities. As national ownership is key to achieving
sustainable development, the outcome from national-level processes will be the foundation for reviews at the
regional and global levels, given that the global review will be primarily based on national official data sources.

(b) They will track progress in implementing the universal Goals and targets, including the means of
implementation, in all countries in a manner which respects their universal, integrated and interrelated nature and the
three dimensions of sustainable development.

(¢) They will maintain a longer-term orientation, identify achievements, challenges, gaps and critical
success factors and support countries in making informed policy choices. They will help to mobilize the necessary
means of implementation and partnerships, support the identification of solutions and best practices and promote the
coordination and effectiveness of the international development system.

(d) They will be open, inclusive, participatory and transparent for all people and will support reporting by all
relevant stakeholders.

(e) They will be people-centred, gender-sensitive, respect human rights and have a particular focus on the
poorest, most vulnerable and those furthest behind.

()  They will build on existing platforms and processes, where these exist, avoid duplication and respond to
national circumstances, capacities, needs and priorities. They will evolve over time, taking into account emerging
issues and the development of new methodologies, and will minimize the reporting burden on national
administrations.

(@) They will be rigorous and based on evidence, informed by country-led evaluations and data which is
high-quality, accessible, timely, reliable and disaggregated by income, sex, age, race, ethnicity, migration status,
disability and geographic location and other characteristics relevant in national contexts.

(h) They will require enhanced capacity-building support for developing countries, including the
strengthening of national data systems and evaluation programmes, particularly in African countries, least developed
countries, small island developing States, landlocked developing countries and middle-income countries.

(i)  They will benefit from the active support of the United Nations system and other multilateral institutions.
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75. The Goals and targets will be followed up and reviewed using a set of global indicators. These will be
complemented by indicators at the regional and national levels which will be developed by Member States, in
addition to the outcomes of work undertaken for the development of the baselines for those targets where national
and global baseline data does not yet exist. The global indicator framework, to be developed by the Inter-Agency
and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal Indicators, will be agreed by the Statistical Commission by
March 2016 and adopted thereafter by the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly, in line with
existing mandates. This framework will be simple yet robust, address all Sustainable Development Goals and
targets, including for means of implementation, and preserve the political balance, integration and ambition
contained therein.

76.  We will support developing countries, particularly African countries, least developed countries, small island
developing States and landlocked developing countries, in strengthening the capacity of national statistical offices
and data systems to ensure access to high-quality, timely, reliable and disaggregated data. We will promote
transparent and accountable scaling-up of appropriate public-private cooperation to exploit the contribution to be
made by a wide range of data, including earth observation and geospatial information, while ensuring national
ownership in supporting and tracking progress.

77. We commit to fully engage in conducting regular and inclusive reviews of progress at the subnational,
national, regional and global levels. We will draw as far as possible on the existing network of follow-up and review
institutions and mechanisms. National reports will allow assessments of progress and identify challenges at the
regional and global level. Along with regional dialogues and global reviews, they will inform recommendations for
follow-up at various levels.

National level

78.  We encourage all Member States to develop as soon as practicable ambitious national responses to the overall
implementation of this Agenda. These can support the transition to the Sustainable Development Goals and build on
existing planning instruments, such as national development and sustainable development strategies, as appropriate.

79. We also encourage Member States to conduct regular and inclusive reviews of progress at the national and
subnational levels which are country-led and country-driven. Such reviews should draw on contributions from
indigenous peoples, civil society, the private sector and other stakeholders, in line with national circumstances,
policies and priorities. National parliaments as well as other institutions can also support these processes.

Regional level

80. Follow-up and review at the regional and subregional levels can, as appropriate, provide useful opportunities
for peer learning, including through voluntary reviews, sharing of best practices and discussion on shared targets.
We welcome in this respect the cooperation of regional and subregional commissions and organizations. Inclusive
regional processes will draw on national-level reviews and contribute to follow-up and review at the global level,
including at the high-level political forum on sustainable development.

81. Recognizing the importance of building on existing follow-up and review mechanisms at the regional level
and allowing adequate policy space, we encourage all Member States to identify the most suitable regional forum in
which to engage. United Nations regional commissions are encouraged to continue supporting Member States in
this regard.

Global level

82. The high-level political forum will have a central role in overseeing a network of follow-up and review
processes at the global level, working coherently with the General Assembly, the Economic and Social Council and
other relevant organs and forums, in accordance with existing mandates. It will facilitate sharing of experiences,
including successes, challenges and lessons learned, and provide political leadership, guidance and
recommendations for follow-up. It will promote system-wide coherence and coordination of sustainable
development policies. It should ensure that the Agenda remains relevant and ambitious and should focus on the
assessment of progress, achievements and challenges faced by developed and developing countries as well as new
and emerging issues. Effective linkages will be made with the follow-up and review arrangements of all relevant
United Nations conferences and processes, including on least developed countries, small island developing States
and landlocked developing countries.
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83. Follow-up and review at the high-level political forum will be informed by an annual progress report on the
Sustainable Development Goals to be prepared by the Secretary-General in cooperation with the United Nations
system, based on the global indicator framework and data produced by national statistical systems and information
collected at the regional level. The high-level political forum will also be informed by the Global Sustainable
Development Report, which shall strengthen the science-policy interface and could provide a strong evidence-based
instrument to support policymakers in promoting poverty eradication and sustainable development. We invite the
President of the Economic and Social Council to conduct a process of consultations on the scope, methodology and
frequency of the global report as well as its relation to the progress report, the outcome of which should be reflected
in the ministerial declaration of the session of the high-level political forum in 2016.

84. The high-level political forum, under the auspices of the Economic and Social Council, shall carry out regular
reviews, in line with General Assembly resolution 67/290 of 9 July 2013. Reviews will be voluntary, while
encouraging reporting, and include developed and developing countries as well as relevant United Nations entities
and other stakeholders, including civil society and the private sector. They shall be State-led, involving ministerial
and other relevant high-level participants. They shall provide a platform for partnerships, including through the
participation of major groups and other relevant stakeholders.

85.  Thematic reviews of progress on the Sustainable Development Goals, including cross-cutting issues, will also
take place at the high-level political forum. These will be supported by reviews by the functional commissions of
the Economic and Social Council and other intergovernmental bodies and forums which should reflect the
integrated nature of the Goals as well as the interlinkages between them. They will engage all relevant stakeholders
and, where possible, feed into, and be aligned with, the cycle of the high-level political forum.

86. We welcome, as outlined in the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, the dedicated follow-up and review for the
financing for development outcomes as well as all the means of implementation of the Sustainable Development
Goals which is integrated with the follow-up and review framework of this Agenda. The intergovernmentally agreed
conclusions and recommendations of the annual Economic and Social Council forum on financing for development
will be fed into the overall follow-up and review of the implementation of this Agenda in the high-level
political forum.

87. Meeting every four years under the auspices of the General Assembly, the high-level political forum will
provide high-level political guidance on the Agenda and its implementation, identify progress and emerging
challenges and mobilize further actions to accelerate implementation. The next high-level political forum under the
auspices of the General Assembly will be held in 2019, with the cycle of meetings thus reset, in order to maximize
coherence with the quadrennial comprehensive policy review process.

88. We also stress the importance of system-wide strategic planning, implementation and reporting in order to
ensure coherent and integrated support to the implementation of the new Agenda by the United Nations
development system. The relevant governing bodies should take action to review such support to implementation
and to report on progress and obstacles. We welcome the ongoing dialogue in the Economic and Social Council on
the longer-term positioning of the United Nations development system and look forward to taking action on these
issues, as appropriate.

89. The high-level political forum will support participation in follow-up and review processes by the major
groups and other relevant stakeholders in line with resolution 67/290. We call upon those actors to report on their
contribution to the implementation of the Agenda.

90. We request the Secretary-General, in consultation with Member States, to prepare a report, for consideration at
the seventieth session of the General Assembly in preparation for the 2016 meeting of the high-level political forum,
which outlines critical milestones towards coherent, efficient and inclusive follow-up and review at the global level.
The report should include a proposal on the organizational arrangements for State-led reviews at the high-level
political forum under the auspices of the Economic and Social Council, including recommendations on voluntary
common reporting guidelines. It should clarify institutional responsibilities and provide guidance on annual themes,
on a sequence of thematic reviews, and on options for periodic reviews for the high-level political forum.

91. We reaffirm our unwavering commitment to achieving this Agenda and utilizing it to the full to transform our
world for the better by 2030.
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Instruments mentioned in the section entitled
“Sustainable Development Goals and targets”

World Health Organization Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2302,
No. 41032)

Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 (resolution 69/283, annex II)
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1833, No. 31363)
“The future we want” (resolution 66/288, annex)

RESOLUTION 70/3

Adopted at the 38th plenary meeting, on 23 October 2015, without a vote, on the basis of draft resolution A/70/L.4, submitted
by the President of the General Assembly

70/3. Declaration on the occasion of the seventieth anniversary of the United Nations
The General Assembly
Adopts the following declaration:

Declaration on the occasion of the seventieth anniversary of the United Nations

1. We solemnly reaffirm our faith in the United Nations and our unfailing commitment to the purposes and
principles of the Charter, as well as to the Charter in its entirety.

2. We firmly believe that the Charter enshrines our common values as human beings, which unite us in
diversity beyond our differences of language, culture or religion, today as 70 years ago.

3. We pay tribute to the founders of the United Nations and to the dedicated men and women who have
contributed their work, and sometimes their life, to the ideals of the United Nations, and we acknowledge the crucial
role that the Organization has played in the past seven decades in the fields of peace and security, human rights and
social and economic development.

4. We wish to renew the determination set forth in the Preamble to the Charter “to save succeeding
generations from the scourge of war, which twice in our lifetime has brought untold sorrow to mankind” by
recommitting to our obligation to refrain in our international relations from the threat or use of force against the
territorial integrity or political independence of any State, or in any other manner inconsistent with the purposes of
the United Nations.

5. We recommit ourselves to fulfilling in good faith the obligations assumed by us in accordance with the
Charter and to the principle of the sovereign equality of all States, respect for their territorial integrity and political
independence, the right to self-determination of peoples, the non-intervention in the internal affairs of States and the
resolution of international disputes by peaceful means and in conformity with the principles of justice and
international law.

6.  We reaffirm our faith in the inherent dignity of the human person and in the equal rights of women and
men, as well as our commitment to promoting, protecting and ensuring all human rights for all without distinction of
any kind, and recognize those rights as the foundation of freedom, justice and peace. We are determined to renew our
endeavours to cooperate in solving international problems of an economic, social, cultural or humanitarian character.

7. We recognize the important role played by the United Nations in the promotion of economic and social
development in the past decades. In this regard, we recognize that eradicating poverty, in all its forms and
dimensions, including extreme poverty, is the greatest global challenge and an indispensable requirement for
sustainable development. We are resolved to further the pursuit of global development and win-win cooperation
through our full support to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.?’

20 Resolution 70/1.
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8. We solemnly pledge to continue to cooperate with a strong, legitimate and credible United Nations. We
bear in mind the ongoing process of United Nations reforms in all their aspects. We are confident that, with the
responsibility and generosity of its members, the United Nations will be able to respond swiftly and efficiently to the
challenges of tomorrow.

RESOLUTION 70/4

Adopted at the 39th plenary meeting, on 26 October 2015, without a vote, on the basis of draft resolution A/70/L.3 and Add.1,
sponsored by: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria,
Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belgium, Belize, Benin, Bolivia (Plurinational State of),
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burundi, Cabo Verde, Cambodia, Cameroon,
Canada, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus,
Czech Republic, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Denmark, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia,
Germany, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland,
India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kiribati,
Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania,
Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mexico, Micronesia (Federated States of),
Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Nauru, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua,
Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Palau, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal,
Qatar, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, SaintKitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia,
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, San Marino, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Seychelles,
Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon Islands, Somalia, South Africa, South Sudan, Spain, SriLanka,
Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, the former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Togo, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uganda, United
Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, United States of
America, Uruguay, Vanuatu, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe

70/4. Building a peaceful and better world through sport and the Olympic ideal
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 68/9 of 6 November 2013, in which it decided to include in the provisional agenda of
its seventieth session the sub-item entitled “Building a peaceful and better world through sport and the Olympic
ideal”, and recalling also its prior decision to consider the sub-item every two years, in advance of the Summer and
Winter Olympic Games,

Recalling also its resolution 48/11 of 25 October 1993, which, inter alia, revived the ancient Greek tradition of
ekecheiria (“Olympic Truce”) calling for a truce during the Olympic Games to encourage a peaceful environment
and ensure safe passage, access and participation for athletes and relevant persons at the Games, thereby mobilizing
the youth of the world to the cause of peace,

Recalling further that the core concept of ekecheiria, historically, has been the cessation of hostilities from
seven days before until seven days after the Olympic Games, which, according to the legendary oracle of Delphi,
was to replace the cycle of conflict with a friendly athletic competition every four years,

Recognizing the valuable contribution of sport in promoting education, sustainable development, peace,
cooperation, solidarity, fairness, social inclusion and health at the local, regional and international levels, and noting
that, as declared in the 2005 World Summit Outcome,’' sports can contribute to an atmosphere of tolerance and
understanding among peoples and nations,

Welcoming the designation of 6 April as the International Day of Sport for Development and Peace,

Recalling the inclusion in the United Nations Millennium Declaration® of an appeal for the observance of the
Olympic Truce now and in the future and for support for the International Olympic Committee in its efforts to
promote peace and human understanding through sport and the Olympic ideal,

2! Resolution 60/1.
22 Resolution 55/2.
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Acknowledging the valuable contribution that the appeal launched by the International Olympic Committee on
21 July 1992 for an Olympic Truce could make towards advancing the purposes and principles of the Charter of the
United Nations,

Recalling its resolution 69/6 of 31 October 2014 on sport as a means to promote education, health,
development and peace, in which it called upon future hosts of the Olympic Games and the Paralympic Games and
other Member States to include sport, as appropriate, in conflict prevention activities and to ensure the effective
implementation of the Olympic Truce during the Games,

Noting that the XXXI Olympic Summer Games will be held from 5 to 21 August 2016, and that the XV
Paralympic Summer Games will be held from 7 to 18 September 2016, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,

Recalling that one of the main goals of the Olympic Summer Games and the Paralympic Summer Games in
Rio de Janeiro is to foster an atmosphere of peace, development, tolerance and understanding among the countries
united therein,

Welcoming the significant impetus that the Olympic Summer Games, Paralympic Summer Games, Youth
Summer Olympic Games, Olympic Winter Games, Paralympic Winter Games and Youth Winter Olympic Games
give to the volunteer movement around the world, acknowledging the contributions of volunteers to the success of
the Games, and in this regard calling upon host countries to promote social inclusion without discrimination of
any kind,

Noting the successful conclusion of the XXII Olympic Winter Games and the XI Paralympic Winter Games,
held in Sochi, Russian Federation, from 7 to 23 February and from 7 to 16 March 2014, respectively, and
welcoming the XXIII Olympic Winter Games and the XII Paralympic Winter Games, to be held in Pyeongchang,
Republic of Korea, from 9 to 25 February and from 9 to 18 March 2018, respectively, the XXXII Olympic Summer
Games and the XVI Paralympic Summer Games, to be held in Tokyo from 24 July to 9 August and from 25 August
to 6 September 2020, respectively, and the XXIV Olympic Winter Games and the XIII Paralympic Winter Games,
to be held in Beijing from 4 to 20 February and from 4 to 13 March 2022, respectively,

Acknowledging the joint endeavours of the International Olympic Committee, the International Paralympic
Committee, the United Nations Office on Sport for Development and Peace and relevant United Nations entities in
such fields as the promotion of human rights, human development, poverty alleviation, humanitarian assistance,
health promotion, HIV and AIDS prevention, child and youth education, gender equality, peacebuilding and
sustainable development,

Recalling article 31 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child,” which outlines the right of the child to
engage in play and recreational activities, and the outcome document of the twenty-seventh special session of the
General Assembly on children, entitled “A world fit for children”** which stresses the promotion of physical,

mental and emotional health through play and sports,

Acknowledging the importance of the Youth Olympic Games in inspiring youth through integrated sports and
cultural and educational experiences, noting in this regard the successful conclusion of the second Youth Summer
Olympic Games, held in Nanjing, China, from 16 to 28 August 2014, and welcoming the second Youth Winter
Olympic Games, to be held in Lillehammer, Norway, from 12 to 21 February 2016, and the third Youth Summer
Olympic Games, to be held in Buenos Aires from 1 to 12 October 2018,

Noting that the Special Olympics World Winter Games will be held in Graz, Austria, from 14 to
25 March 2017,

Recognizing that the active involvement of persons with disabilities in sports and the Olympics contributes to
the full and equal realization of their human rights, as well as respect for their inherent dignity, recalling articles 1
and 30 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities,” in which States parties recognized the right of
persons with disabilities, including those with long-term physical, mental, intellectual or sensory impairments, to

% United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1577, No. 27531.
2 Resolution $-27/2, annex.
%3 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2515, No. 44910.
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take part on an equal basis with others in cultural life, with a view to enabling persons with disabilities to participate
on an equal basis with others in recreational, leisure and sporting activities, and noting in this regard plans to stage
integrated and inclusive Games,

Recognizing also the imperative need to engage women and girls in the practice of sport for development and
peace, and welcoming activities that aim to foster and encourage initiatives in this regard at the global level,

Welcoming the commitment made by various States Members of the United Nations and other relevant
stakeholders to developing national and international programmes that promote peace and conflict resolution, the
Olympic and Paralympic values and the Olympic Truce ideals through sport and through culture, education,
sustainable development and wider public engagement, and acknowledging the contribution of former hosts of the
Olympic Games in this regard,

Recognizing the humanitarian opportunities presented by the Olympic Truce and by other initiatives supported
by the United Nations to achieve the cessation of conflict,

Recalling that, in its resolution 69/6, it supported the independence and autonomy of sport and recognized the
unifying and conciliative nature of major international sport events and that such events should be organized in the
spirit of peace, mutual understanding, friendship, tolerance and inadmissibility of discrimination of any kind,

Welcoming the decision of the International Olympic Committee to reinforce fundamental principle 6 of the
Olympic Charter, which states that the enjoyment of the rights and freedoms set forth in the Olympic Charter shall
be secured for all, without discrimination of any kind,

Noting with satisfaction that the United Nations flag will be flown at the Olympic stadium and in the Olympic
villages of the XXXI Olympic Summer Games and the XV Paralympic Summer Games,

1. Urges Member States to observe the Olympic Truce individually and collectively, within the framework
of the Charter of the United Nations, throughout the period from the seventh day before the start of the XXXI
Olympic Summer Games until the seventh day following the end of the XV Paralympic Summer Games, to be held
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,

2. Underlines the importance of cooperation among Member States to collectively implement the values of
the Olympic Truce around the world, and emphasizes the important role of the International Olympic Committee,
the International Paralympic Committee and the United Nations in this regard;

3. Welcomes the work of the International Olympic Committee and the International Paralympic Committee,
as well as the International Olympic Truce Foundation and the International Olympic Truce Centre, in mobilizing
national and international sports federations and organizations, National Olympic and Paralympic Committees and
associations of National Olympic Committees to take concrete actions at the local, national, regional and international
levels to promote and strengthen a culture of peace based on the spirit of the Olympic Truce, and invites those
organizations and national committees to cooperate and share information and best practices, as appropriate;

4. Also welcomes the leadership of Olympic and Paralympic athletes in promoting peace and human
understanding through sport and the Olympic ideal;

5. Calls upon all Member States to cooperate with the International Olympic Committee and the
International Paralympic Committee in their efforts to use sport as a tool to promote peace, dialogue and
reconciliation in areas of conflict during and beyond the period of the Olympic and Paralympic Games;

6.  Recognizes that sport and the Olympic and Paralympic Games can be used to promote human rights and
strengthen universal respect for such rights, thus contributing to their full realization;

7. Welcomes the cooperation among Member States, the United Nations and the specialized agencies,
funds and programmes, and the International Olympic Committee and the International Paralympic Committee, to
maximize the potential of sport to make a meaningful and sustainable contribution to the achievement of the
Sustainable Development Goals within the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,”® and encourages the
Olympic and Paralympic movements to work closely with national and international sports organizations on the use
of sport to this end;

26 Resolution 70/1.
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8. Requests the Secretary-General and the President of the General Assembly to promote the observance of
the Olympic Truce among Member States and support for human development initiatives through sport and to
continue to cooperate effectively with the International Olympic Committee, the International Paralympic
Committee and the sporting community in general in the realization of those objectives;

9.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its seventy-second session the sub-item entitled
“Building a peaceful and better world through sport and the Olympic ideal” of the item entitled “Sport for
development and peace” and to consider the sub-item before the XXIII Olympic Winter Games and the
XII Paralympic Winter Games, to be held in Pyeongchang, Republic of Korea, in 2018.

RESOLUTION 70/5

Adopted at the 40th plenary meeting, on 27 October 2015, by a recorded vote of 191 to 2, with no abstentions,* on the basis
of draft resolution A/70/L.2, sponsored by Cuba

* In favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria,
Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belgium, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia (Plurinational State
of), Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cabo Verde,
Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica,
Cote d'Ivoire, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Estonia,
Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-
Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica,
Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kiribati, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Latvia, Lebanon,
Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta,
Marshall Islands, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Micronesia (Federated States of), Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro,
Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nauru, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway,
Oman, Pakistan, Palau, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of
Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and
the Grenadines, Samoa, San Marino, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Seychelles, Sierra Leone,
Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon Islands, Somalia, South Africa, South Sudan, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname,
Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia,
Timor-Leste, Togo, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Tuvalu, Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab
Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Uzbekistan,
Vanuatu, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe
Against: Israel, United States of America
Abstaining: None

70/5. Necessity of ending the economic, commercial and financial embargo imposed by the United States of
America against Cuba

The General Assembly,

Determined to encourage strict compliance with the purposes and principles enshrined in the Charter of the
United Nations,

Reaffirming, among other principles, the sovereign equality of States, non-intervention and non-interference in
their internal affairs and freedom of international trade and navigation, which are also enshrined in many
international legal instruments,

Recalling the statements of the Heads of State or Government of Latin America and the Caribbean at the
Summits of the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States regarding the need to put an end to the
economic, commercial and financial embargo imposed against Cuba,

Concerned about the continued promulgation and application by Member States of laws and regulations, such
as that promulgated on 12 March 1996 known as “the Helms-Burton Act”, the extraterritorial effects of which affect
the sovereignty of other States, the legitimate interests of entities or persons under their jurisdiction and the freedom
of trade and navigation,

Taking note of declarations and resolutions of different intergovernmental forums, bodies and Governments
that express the rejection by the international community and public opinion of the promulgation and application of
measures of the kind referred to above,
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Recalling its resolutions 47/19 of 24 November 1992, 48/16 of 3 November 1993, 49/9 of 26 October 1994,
50/10 of 2 November 1995, 51/17 of 12 November 1996, 52/10 of 5 November 1997, 53/4 of 14 October 1998,
54/21 of 9 November 1999, 55/20 of 9 November 2000, 56/9 of 27 November 2001, 57/11 of 12 November 2002,
58/7 of 4 November 2003, 59/11 of 28 October 2004, 60/12 of 8 November 2005, 61/11 of 8 November 2006, 62/3
of 30 October 2007, 63/7 of 29 October 2008, 64/6 of 28 October 2009, 65/6 of 26 October 2010, 66/6 of
25 October 2011, 67/4 of 13 November 2012, 68/8 of 29 October 2013 and 69/5 of 28 October 2014,

Welcoming the re-establishment of diplomatic relations between the Governments of Cuba and the United
States of America,

Recognizing the expressed will of the President of the United States of America to work for the elimination of
the economic, commercial and financial embargo against Cuba,

Concerned that, since the adoption of its resolutions 47/19, 48/16, 49/9, 50/10, 51/17, 52/10, 53/4, 54/21,
55/20, 56/9, 57/11, 58/7, 59/11, 60/12, 61/11, 62/3, 63/7, 64/6, 65/6, 66/6, 67/4, 68/8 and 69/5, the economic,
commercial and financial embargo against Cuba is still in place, and concerned also about the adverse effects of
such measures on the Cuban people and on Cuban nationals living in other countries,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of resolution 69/5;>’

2. Reiterates its call upon all States to refrain from promulgating and applying laws and measures of the
kind referred to in the preamble to the present resolution, in conformity with their obligations under the Charter of
the United Nations and international law, which, inter alia, reaffirm the freedom of trade and navigation;

3. Once again urges States that have and continue to apply such laws and measures to take the steps
necessary to repeal or invalidate them as soon as possible in accordance with their legal regime;

4. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with the appropriate organs and agencies of the United
Nations system, to prepare a report on the implementation of the present resolution in the light of the purposes and
principles of the Charter and international law and to submit it to the General Assembly at its seventy-first session;

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its seventy-first session the item entitled “Necessity of
ending the economic, commercial and financial embargo imposed by the United States of America against Cuba”.

RESOLUTION 70/6

Adopted at the 45th plenary meeting, on 3 November 2015, without a vote, on the basis of draft resolution A/70/L.6,
submitted by the President of the General Assembly

70/6. Strengthening of the United Nations system
The General Assembly,

Reaffirming its determination to further strengthen the role, capacity, effectiveness and efficiency of the United
Nations system,

Encouraging coherence, synergies and complementarities among ongoing reviews of the United Nations
peace and security architecture,

Taking note with appreciation of the initiative of the Secretary-General aimed at strengthening the United
Nations system, including the establishment of the High-level Independent Panel on Peace Operations,

Welcoming the wide and significant consultations undertaken by the High-level Independent Panel with
diverse groups and stakeholders,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General™ and the report of the High-level Independent Panel,”’

7 A/70/120.
2 A/70/357-S/2015/682.
¥ See A/70/95-S/2015/446.
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Decides to give further consideration during the seventieth session of the General Assembly to the
recommendations emanating from the initiative of the Secretary-General, in the Special Committee on
Peacekeeping Operations, the Fourth Committee, the Fifth Committee and other relevant bodies, in accordance with
established procedures and in compliance with their respective purview.

RESOLUTION 70/7

Adopted at the 46th plenary meeting, on 4 November 2015, without a vote, on the basis of draft resolution A/70/L.5
and Add.1, sponsored by: Andorra, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Austria, Bahamas, Barbados, Belarus,
Belgium, Belize, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, Chile, China, Colombia,
Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Dominica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Estonia, Finland,
France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India,
Indonesia, Ireland, Israel, ltaly, Jamaica, Japan, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg,
Malaysia, Maldives, Malta, Mexico, Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua,
Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, Russian Federation, Saint Kitts and Nevis,
Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, San Marino, Serbia, Sierra Leone (on behalf of the States
Members of the United Nations that are members of the Group of African States), Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia,
Spain, Suriname, Sweden, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Viet Nam

70/7. Permanent memorial to and remembrance of the victims of slavery and the transatlantic slave trade
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 61/19 of 28 November 2006, entitled “Commemoration of the two-hundredth
anniversary of the abolition of the transatlantic slave trade” and subsequent resolutions entitled ‘Permanent
memorial to and remembrance of the victims of slavery and the transatlantic slave trade”,

Recalling also the designation of 25 March as the annual International Day of Remembrance of the Victims of
Slavery and the Transatlantic Slave Trade,

Recognizing that too little is known about the transatlantic slave trade and its lasting consequences, felt
throughout the world, and welcoming the increased attention that the annual commemoration by the General
Assembly has brought to the issue, including raising awareness in many States,

Noting the initiatives undertaken by States in reaffirming their commitment to implement paragraphs 101 and
102 of the Durban Declaration of the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and
Related Intolerance, aimed at countering the legacy of slavery and contributing to the restoration of the dignity of
the victims of slavery and the slave trade,*

Recalling, in particular, paragraph 101 of the Durban Declaration, which, inter alia, invited the international
community and its members to honour the memory of the victims,

Recalling also its resolution 68/237 of 23 December 2013, by which it proclaimed the International Decade
for People of African Descent from 1 January 2015 to 31 December 2024, and its resolution 69/16 of 18 November
2014, by which it adopted the programme of activities for the Decade,

Stressing the importance of educating and informing current and future generations about the causes,
consequences, lessons and legacy of slavery and the transatlantic slave trade,

Recalling that the permanent memorial initiative complements the work being done at the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization on the Slave Route Project,

1. Welcomes the erection of the Ark of Return, at a place of prominence at United Nations Headquarters
that is easily accessible to delegates, United Nations staff and visitors, as the permanent memorial to honour the
victims of slavery and the transatlantic slave trade, in acknowledgement of the tragedy and in consideration of the
legacy of slavery and the transatlantic slave trade;

3% See A/CONF.189/12 and Corr.1, chap. 1.
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2. Expresses gratitude to the committee of interested States, drawn from all geographical regions of the
world, comprising Brazil, Ghana, Jamaica, Kenya, the Netherlands, Portugal, Qatar, Senegal, Suriname and the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, with Member States from the Caribbean Community and
the African Union playing a primary role, in collaboration with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization, representatives of the Secretariat and civil society, which oversaw the permanent memorial
project;

3. Recalls the establishment of a trust fund account for the permanent memorial, referred to as the United
Nations Trust Fund for Partnerships — Permanent Memorial, administered by the United Nations Office for
Partnerships, and notes the current status of contributions to the Trust Fund;*!

4. Expresses sincere appreciation to those Member States, organizations and individuals that have made
contributions to the Trust Fund;

5. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on the programme of educational outreach on the
transatlantic slave trade and slavery’” relating to the diverse educational outreach strategy to increase awareness of
and to educate future generations about the causes, consequences, lessons and legacy of the transatlantic slave trade
and to communicate the dangers of racism and prejudice, and encourages continued action in this regard;

6.  Requests the Secretary-General to continue to organize an annual series of activities to commemorate
the International Day of Remembrance of the Victims of Slavery and the Transatlantic Slave Trade, including a
commemorative meeting of the General Assembly at United Nations Headquarters and, as appropriate, activities
through the network of United Nations information centres;

7. Requests the Department of Public Information of the Secretariat, in cooperation with the countries
concerned and with relevant organizations and bodies of the United Nations system, to continue to take appropriate
steps to enhance world public awareness of the commemorative activities and the permanent memorial at United
Nations Headquarters;

8.  Reiterates its request, in resolution 64/15 of 16 November 2009, for Member States to develop, in
accordance with their national legislation, educational programmes, including through school curricula, designed to
educate and inculcate in future generations an understanding of the lessons, history and consequences of slavery and
the slave trade, and to provide such information to the Secretary-General for inclusion in his report;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at its seventy-third session on
continued action to implement the programme of educational outreach, including actions taken by Member States in
implementing the present resolution, as well as steps to enhance world public awareness of the commemorative
activities and the permanent memorial,

10. Requests the United Nations Office for Partnerships, through the Secretary-General, to submit a
comprehensive report to the General Assembly at its seventy-first session on the status of the Trust Fund and, in
particular, on contributions received and their utilization;

11. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its seventy-first session an item entitled
“Commemoration of the abolition of slavery and the transatlantic slave trade”.

RESOLUTION 70/10

Adopted at the 56th plenary meeting, on 17 November 2015, by a recorded vote of 99 to none, with 10 abstentions,* on the
basis of draft resolution A/70/L.8 and Add.1, sponsored by: Angola, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Canada, Central African Republic, Chile, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cyprus,
Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Hungary, Iceland,
Indonesia, Iraq, Ireland, ltaly, Japan, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Malta, Monaco,
Montenegro, Netherlands, Norway, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania,

31 A/70/136.
32 A/70/221.
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San Marino, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, Turkey, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America

* In favour: Algeria, Andorra, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bahrain, Belarus, Belgium, Bhutan, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Cambodia, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece,
Guatemala, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraqg, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Jamaica,
Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Latvia, Lebanon, Liberia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Mexico,
Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, Myanmar, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Palau,
Panama, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Rwanda,
San Marino, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Switzerland,
Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United
States of America, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Viet Nam

Against: None

Abstaining: Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Chad, Cuba, Nicaragua, Russian Federation, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic,
United Republic of Tanzania, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Zimbabwe

70/10. Report of the International Atomic Energy Agency
The General Assembly,
Having received the report of the International Atomic Energy Agency for 2014,

Taking note of the statement by the Director General of the Agency, in which he provided additional
information on the main developments in the activities of the Agency during 2015,

Recognizing the importance of the work of the Agency,

Recognizing also the cooperation between the United Nations and the Agency and the Agreement governing
the relationship between the United Nations and the Agency as approved by the General Conference of the Agency
on 23 October 1957 and by the General Assembly in the annex to its resolution 1145 (XII) of 14 November 1957,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the International Atomic Energy Agency;”

2. Takes note of resolutions GC(59)/RES/9 on measures to strengthen international cooperation in nuclear,
radiation, transport and waste safety; GC(59)/RES/10 on nuclear security; GC(59)/RES/11 on the strengthening of
the Agency’s technical cooperation activities; GC(59)/RES/12 on strengthening the Agency’s activities related to
nuclear science, technology and applications, comprising GC(59)/RES/12 A on non-power nuclear applications and
GC(59)/RES/12B on nuclear power applications; GC(59)/RES/13 on strengthening the effectiveness and
improving the efficiency of Agency safeguards; GC(59)/RES/14 on the implementation of the Agreement between
the Agency and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea for the application of safeguards in connection with the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons; GC(59)/RES/15 on the application of Agency safeguards in
the Middle East; and GC(59)/RES/16 on personnel matters, comprising GC(59)/RES/16 A on the staffing of the
Agency’s secretariat and GC(59)/RES/16 B on women in the secretariat; and decisions GC(59)/DEC/10 on the
amendment to article XIV.A of the Statute of the Agency; GC(59)/DEC/11 on the promotion of efficiency and
effectiveness of the Agency’s decision-making process; and GC(59)/DEC/12 on the amendment to article VI of the
Statute, adopted by the General Conference of the Agency at its fifty-ninth regular session, held from 14 to
18 September 2015;

3. Reaffirms its strong support for the indispensable role of the Agency in encouraging and assisting the
development and practical application of atomic energy for peaceful uses, in technology transfer to developing
countries and in nuclear safety, verification and security;

4. Appeals to Member States to continue to support the activities of the Agency;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to the Director General of the Agency the records of the
seventieth session of the General Assembly relating to the activities of the Agency.

33 See A/70/219.
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RESOLUTION 70/11

Adopted at the 58th plenary meeting, on 19 November 2015, without a vote, on the basis of draft resolution A/70/L.9 and
Add.1, sponsored by: Algeria, Andorra, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada,
Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia,
Germany, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Liechtenstein,
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea,
Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, San Marino, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa,
Spain, Sudan, Sweden, Switzerland, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukraine, United Republic of Tanzania, Venezuela (Bolivarian
Republic of), Zambia

70/11. Investigation into the conditions and circumstances resulting in the tragic death of
Dag Hammarskjold and of the members of the party accompanying him

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 1759 (XVII) of 26 October 1962 and 69/246 of 29 December 2014,

Underlining the shared responsibility to pursue the full truth concerning the conditions and circumstances
resulting in the tragic death of Dag Hammarskjo6ld and of the members of the party accompanying him,

Recognizing that a further inquiry or investigation would be necessary to finally establish the facts of the matter,

Expressing appreciation for the continued commitment of the Secretary-General to the search for the truth in
this regard,

Acknowledging the letter dated 2 July 2015 from the Secretary-General to the President of the General
Assembly conveying the report of the Independent Panel of Experts established pursuant to Assembly resolution
69/246, together with his assessment of the way forward,”*

Welcoming the report of the Independent Panel of Experts, and recognizing the contributions by Member
States to the work of the Independent Panel of Experts,

Welcoming the progress made by the Independent Panel of Experts, in particular, in interviewing witnesses to
the final stages of flight SE-BDY and in examining and assessing the probative value of new information conveyed
by the Commission of Jurists on the Inquiry into the Death of Dag Hammarskjold*® and obtained from Member
States and other sources,

Noting, in particular, new information, considered by the Independent Panel of Experts to have moderate
probative value, relating to the hypothesis of an aerial attack or other interference as a possible cause or causes of
the crash,

1. Requests the Secretary-General to pursue the pending requests for information made by the Independent
Panel of Experts established pursuant to General Assembly resolution 69/246 to Member States and to explore the
feasibility of the establishment of a central archival holding or other holistic arrangement in line with the
recommendations of the Independent Panel of Experts;**

2. Urges all Member States, in particular those addressed in the report of the Independent Panel of
Experts,* to release any relevant records in their possession and to provide to the Secretary-General relevant
information related to the death of Dag Hammarskjold and of the members of the party accompanying him;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to inform the General Assembly before the end of its seventieth session
of any further progress made;

4.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its seventy-first session the item entitled “Investigation
into the conditions and circumstances resulting in the tragic death of Dag Hammarskjold and of the members of the
party accompanying him”.

* A/70/132.
35 A/68/800, armex.
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RESOLUTION 70/12

Adopted at the 64th plenary meeting, on 24 November 2015, by a recorded vote of 102 to 8, with 57 abstentions,* on the
basis of draft resolution A/70/L.10 and Add.1, sponsored by: Afghanistan, Algeria, Bahrain, Bolivia (Plurinational State of),
Brunei Darussalam, Comoros, Cuba, Djibouti, Ecuador, Egypt, Indonesia, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lao People’s Democratic
Republic, Lebanon, Malaysia, Malta, Mauritania, Morocco, Nicaragua, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, South Africa,
Sudan, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Viet Nam, Yemen, State of Palestine

* In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Belize,
Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Burkina Faso, Cabo Verde, Cambodia,
Chad, Chile, China, Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Djibouti, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, Gambia, Grenada, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana,
Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Irag, Jamaica, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao
People's Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Libya, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco,
Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Philippines,
Qatar, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solomon Islands,
Somalia, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Trinidad and Tobago,
Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Uzbekistan,
Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Against: Australia, Canada, Israel, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated States of), Nauru, Palau, United States of
America

Abstaining: Albania, Andorra, Armenia, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Cameroon, Colombia,
Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Honduras, Hungary,
Ireland, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Liberia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Monaco, Montenegro, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania,
Russian Federation, Samoa, San Marino, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Sudan, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Togo, Tonga, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

70/12. Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 181 (II) of 29 November 1947, 194 (IIl) of 11 December 1948, 3236 (XXIX) of
22 November 1974, 3375 (XXX) and 3376 (XXX) of 10 November 1975, 31/20 of 24 November 1976 and all its
subsequent relevant resolutions, including those adopted at its emergency special sessions and its resolution 69/20 of
25 November 2014,

Recalling also its resolution 58/292 of 6 May 2004,

Having considered the report of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People,*

Recalling the mutual recognition between the Government of the State of Israel and the Palestine Liberation
Organization, the representative of the Palestinian people, as well as the existing agreements between the two sides
and the need for full compliance with those agreements,

Affirming its support for a comprehensive, just, lasting and peaceful settlement to the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict on the basis of the relevant United Nations resolutions, the terms of reference of the Madrid Conference,
including the principle of land for peace, the Arab Peace Initiative adopted by the Council of the League of Arab
States at its fourteenth session’’ and the Quartet road map to a permanent two-State solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, endorsed by the Security Council in resolution 1515 (2003) of 19 November 2003,

Recalling the advisory opinion rendered on 9 July 2004 by the International Court of Justice on the legal
consequences of the construction of a wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,”” and recalling also its resolutions
ES-10/15 of 20 July 2004 and ES-10/17 of 15 December 2006,

3 Official Records of the General Assembly, Seventieth Session, Supplement No. 35 (A/70/35).
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Taking note of the application of Palestine for admission to membership in the United Nations, submitted on
23 September 2011,

Recalling its resolution 67/19 of 29 November 2012, by which, inter alia, Palestine was accorded non-member
observer State status in the United Nations, and taking note of the follow-up report of the Secretary-General,*'

Taking note of the accession by Palestine to several human rights treaties and the core humanitarian law
conventions, as well as other international treaties,

Reaffirming that the United Nations has a permanent responsibility towards the question of Palestine until the
question is resolved in all its aspects in a satisfactory manner in accordance with international legitimacy,

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People for its efforts in performing the tasks assigned to it by the General Assembly, and takes note of its annual
report,”® including the conclusions and valuable recommendations contained in chapter VII thereof;

2. Requests the Committee to continue to exert all efforts to promote the realization of the inalienable rights
of the Palestinian people, including their right to self-determination, to support the achievement without delay of an
end to the Israeli occupation that began in 1967 and of the two-State solution on the basis of the pre-1967 borders
and the just resolution of all final status issues and to mobilize international support for and assistance to the
Palestinian people, and in this regard authorizes the Committee to make such adjustments in its approved
programme of work as it may consider appropriate and necessary in the light of developments and to report thereon
to the General Assembly at its seventy-first session and thereafter;

3. Also requests the Committee to continue to keep under review the situation relating to the question of
Palestine and to report and make suggestions to the General Assembly, the Security Council or the Secretary-
General, as appropriate;

4.  Further requests the Committee to continue to extend its cooperation and support to Palestinian and
other civil society organizations and to continue to involve additional civil society organizations and
parliamentarians in its work in order to mobilize international solidarity and support for the Palestinian people,
particularly during this critical period of political instability, humanitarian hardship and financial crisis, with the
overall aim of promoting the achievement by the Palestinian people of its inalienable rights and a just, lasting and
peaceful settlement of the question of Palestine, the core of the Arab-Israeli conflict, on the basis of the relevant
United Nations resolutions, the terms of reference of the Madrid Conference, including the principle of land for
peace, the Arab Peace Initiative®” and the Quartet road map;™

5. Commends the efforts and activities of the Committee in upholding its mandate, including through
cooperative initiatives with Governments, relevant organizations of the United Nations system, intergovernmental
organizations and civil society organizations;

6.  Also commends the efforts of the Working Group of the Committee in coordinating the efforts of
international and regional civil society organizations regarding the question of Palestine;

7.  Requests the United Nations Conciliation Commission for Palestine, established under General
Assembly resolution 194 (11I), and other United Nations bodies associated with the question of Palestine to continue
to cooperate fully with the Committee and to make available to it, at its request, the relevant information and
documentation that they have at their disposal;

8. Invites all Governments and organizations to extend their cooperation to the Committee in the
performance of its tasks, recalling its repeated call for all States and the specialized agencies and organizations of the
United Nations system to continue to support and assist the Palestinian people in the early realization of their right to
self-determination, including the right to their independent State of Palestine;

9. Notes with appreciation the efforts of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development to
compile a report to the General Assembly, pursuant to resolution 69/20, on the economic costs of the Israeli

40 A/66/371-S/2011/592, annex L.
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occupation for the Palestinian people, and, while drawing attention to the alarming findings, as reflected in the
recent report on United Nations Conference on Trade and Development assistance to the Palestinian people:
developments in the economy of the Occupied Palestinian Territory,* calls for the exertion of all efforts for the
provision of necessary resources to expedite completion of the report;

10. Requests the Secretary-General to circulate the report of the Committee to all the competent bodies of
the United Nations, and urges them to take the necessary action, as appropriate;

11.  Also requests the Secretary-General to continue to provide the Committee with all the facilities
necessary for the performance of its tasks.

RESOLUTION 70/13

Adopted at the 64th plenary meeting, on 24 November 2015, by a recorded vote of 99 to 8, with 59 abstentions,* on the
basis of draft resolution A/70/L.11 and Add.1, sponsored by: Afghanistan, Algeria, Bahrain, Bolivia (Plurinational State of),
Brunei Darussalam, Comoros, Cuba, Djibouti, Ecuador, Egypt, Indonesia, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lao People’s Democratic
Republic, Lebanon, Malaysia, Malta, Mauritania, Morocco, Nicaragua, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, South Africa,
Sudan, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Yemen, State of Palestine

* In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Belize,
Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Burkina Faso, Cabo Verde, Cambodia,
Chad, Chile, China, Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Djibouti, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, Gambia, Grenada, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana,
India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Irag, Jamaica, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People's
Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Libya, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco,
Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Philippines, Qatar, SaintLucia,
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalia, South
Africa, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan,
Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Against: Australia, Canada, Israel, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated States of), Nauru, Palau, United States
of America

Abstaining: Albania, Andorra, Armenia, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Cameroon, Colombia,
Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Honduras, Hungary,
Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Liberia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Monaco, Montenegro, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Norway, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Republic of
Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Samoa, San Marino, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Sudan, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Togo, Tonga, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

70/13. Division for Palestinian Rights of the Secretariat
The General Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People,

Taking note, in particular, of the action taken by the Committee and the Division for Palestinian Rights of the
Secretariat in accordance with their mandates,

Recalling its resolution 32/40 B of 2 December 1977 and all its subsequent relevant resolutions, including its
resolution 69/21 of 25 November 2014,

1.  Notes with appreciation the action taken by the Secretary-General in compliance with its
resolution 69/21;

2. Considers that, by providing substantive support to the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable
Rights of the Palestinian People in the implementation of its mandate, the Division for Palestinian Rights of the

* TD/B/62/3.
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Secretariat continues to make a most useful and constructive contribution to raising international awareness of the
question of Palestine and of the urgency of a peaceful settlement of the question of Palestine in all its aspects on the
basis of international law and United Nations resolutions and the efforts being exerted in this regard and to
generating international support for the rights of the Palestinian people;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to provide the Division with the necessary resources and to
ensure that it continues to effectively carry out its programme of work as detailed in relevant earlier resolutions, in
consultation with the Committee and under its guidance;

4. Requests the Division, in particular, to continue to monitor developments relevant to the question of
Palestine, to organize international meetings and conferences in various regions with the participation of all sectors
of the international community and to ensure, within existing resources, the continued participation of eminent
persons and international renowned experts in these meetings and conferences, to be invited on a par with the
members of the Commiittee, to liaise and cooperate with civil society and parliamentarians, including through the
Working Group of the Committee and its associated “UN Platform for Palestine”, to develop and expand the
“Question of Palestine” website and the documents collection of the United Nations Information System on the
Question of Palestine, to prepare and widely disseminate the publications listed in paragraph 72 of the report of the
Committee,” in the relevant official languages of the United Nations, and information materials on various aspects
of the question of Palestine and to develop and enhance the annual training programme for staff of the Palestinian
Government in contribution to Palestinian capacity-building efforts;

5. Also requests the Division, as part of the observance of the International Day of Solidarity with the
Palestinian People on 29 November, to continue to organize, under the guidance of the Committee, an annual
exhibit on Palestinian rights or a cultural event in cooperation with the Permanent Observer Mission of the State of
Palestine to the United Nations, and encourages Member States to continue to give the widest support and publicity
to the observance of the Day of Solidarity;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure the continued cooperation with the Division of the United
Nations system entities with programme components addressing various aspects of the question of Palestine and the
situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem;

7. Invites all Governments and organizations to extend their cooperation to the Division in the performance
of its tasks.

RESOLUTION 70/14

Adopted at the 64th plenary meeting, on 24 November 2015, by a recorded vote of 155 to 7, with 7 abstentions,* on the
basis of draft resolution A/70/L.12 and Add.1, sponsored by: Afghanistan, Algeria, Bahrain, Belarus, Bolivia (Plurinational
State of), Brunei Darussalam, Comoros, Cuba, Djibouti, Ecuador, Egypt, Indonesia, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lao People’s
Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Malaysia, Malta, Mauritania, Morocco, Nicaragua, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Senegal,
South Africa, Sudan, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Yemen, State of Palestine

* Infavour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan,
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Belarus, Belgium, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Cabo Verde, Cambodia, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia,
Congo, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Denmark, Djibouti,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia, Georgia,
Germany, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic
Republic of), Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People's Democratic
Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, Liberia, Libya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania,
Mauritius, Mexico, Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Poland,
Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, Samoa, San Marino, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon
Islands, Somalia, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand,
the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uganda,
Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania,
Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Against: Australia, Canada, Israel, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated States of), Palau, United States of America

Abstaining: Cameroon, Honduras, Nauru, Paraguay, South Sudan, Togo, Tonga
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70/14. Special information programme on the question of Palestine of the Department of Public Information
of the Secretariat

The General Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People,*

Taking note, in particular, of the information contained in chapter VI of that report,
Recalling its resolution 69/22 of 25 November 2014,

Convinced that the worldwide dissemination of accurate and comprehensive information and the role of civil
society organizations and institutions remain of vital importance in heightening awareness of and support for the
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, including the right to self-determination and independence, and for the
efforts to achieve a just, lasting and peaceful settlement of the question of Palestine,

Recalling the mutual recognition between the Government of the State of Israel and the Palestine Liberation
Organization, the representative of the Palestinian people, as well as the existing agreements between the two sides,

Affirming its support for a comprehensive, just, lasting and peaceful settlement to the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict on the basis of the relevant United Nations resolutions, the terms of reference of the Madrid Conference,
including the principle of land for peace, the Arab Peace Initiative adopted by the Council of the League of Arab
States at its fourteenth session,” and the Quartet road map to a permanent two-State solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, endorsed by the Security Council in resolution 1515 (2003) of 19 November 2003,

Recalling the advisory opinion rendered on 9 July 2004 by the International Court of Justice on the legal
consequences of the construction of a wall in the Occupied Palestinian Tem'tory,47

Taking note of its resolution 67/19 of 29 November 2012,

Reaffirming that the United Nations has a permanent responsibility towards the question of Palestine until the
question is resolved in all its aspects in a satisfactory manner in accordance with international legitimacy,

1. Notes with appreciation the action taken by the Department of Public Information of the Secretariat in
compliance with resolution 69/22;

2. Considers that the special information programme on the question of Palestine of the Department is very
useful in raising the awareness of the international community concerning the question of Palestine and the situation
in the Middle East and that the programme is contributing effectively to an atmosphere conducive to dialogue and
supportive of peace efforts and should receive the necessary support for the fulfilment of its tasks;

3. Requests the Department, in full cooperation and coordination with the Committee on the Exercise of
the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, to continue, with the necessary flexibility as may be required by
developments affecting the question of Palestine, its special information programme for 20162017, in particular:

(@ To disseminate information on all the activities of the United Nations system relating to the question of
Palestine and peace efforts, including reports on the work carried out by the relevant United Nations organizations,
as well as on the efforts of the Secretary-General and his Special Envoy vis-a-vis the objective of peace;

(b) To continue to issue, update and modernize publications and audiovisual and online materials on the
various aspects of the question of Palestine in all fields, including materials concerning relevant recent
developments, in particular the efforts to achieve a peaceful settlement of the question of Palestine;
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(c) To expand its collection of audiovisual material on the question of Palestine, to continue the production
and preservation of such material and to update, on a periodic basis, the public exhibit on the question of Palestine
displayed in the General Assembly Building as well as at United Nations headquarters in Geneva and Vienna;

(d) To organize and promote fact-finding news missions for journalists to the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem, and Israel;

(e) To organize international, regional and national seminars or encounters for journalists aimed in particular
at sensitizing public opinion to the question of Palestine and peace efforts and at enhancing dialogue and
understanding between Palestinians and Israelis for the promotion of a peaceful settlement to the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, including by fostering and encouraging the contribution of the media in support of peace between the
two sides;

() To continue to provide assistance to the Palestinian people in the field of media development, in
particular through its annual training programme for Palestinian broadcasters and journalists;

4.  Encourages the Department to formulate ways for the media and representatives of civil society to
engage in open and positive discussions to explore means for encouraging people-to-people dialogue and promoting
peace and mutual understanding in the region.

RESOLUTION 70/15

Adopted at the 64th plenary meeting, on 24 November 2015, by a recorded vote of 155 to 7, with 7 abstentions,* on the
basis of draft resolution A/70/L.13 and Add.1, sponsored by: Afghanistan, Algeria, Bahrain, Belarus, Bolivia (Plurinational
State of), Brunei Darussalam, Comoros, Cuba, Djibouti, Ecuador, Egypt, Indonesia, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao
People’s Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Malaysia, Malta, Mauritania, Morocco, Nicaragua, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
Senegal, South Africa, Sudan, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Yemen, State of Palestine

* Infavour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan,
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Belarus, Belgium, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Cabo Verde, Cambodia, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia,
Congo, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Denmark, Djibouti,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia, Georgia,
Germany, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic
Republic of), Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People's Democratic
Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, Liberia, Libya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania,
Mauritius, Mexico, Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar,
Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines,
Samoa, San Marino, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon Islands,
Somalia, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, the former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uganda,
Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania,
Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Against: Canada, Israel, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated States of), Nauru, Palau, United States of America

Abstaining: Australia, Cameroon, Honduras, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, South Sudan, Tonga

70/15. Peaceful settlement of the question of Palestine
The General Assembly,
Recalling its relevant resolutions, including those adopted at its tenth emergency special session,
Recalling also its resolution 58/292 of 6 May 2004,

Recalling further relevant Security Council resolutions, including resolutions 242 (1967) of 22 November
1967, 338 (1973) of 22 October 1973, 1397 (2002) of 12 March 2002, 1515 (2003) of 19 November 2003,
1544 (2004) of 19 May 2004 and 1850 (2008) of 16 December 2008,

Recalling the affirmation by the Security Council of the vision of a region where two States, Israel and
Palestine, live side by side within secure and recognized borders,
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Noting with concern that it has been 68 years since the adoption of its resolution 181 (II) of 29 November
1947 and 48 years since the occupation of Palestinian territory, including East Jerusalem, in 1967,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General submitted pursuant to the request made in its resolution
69/23 of 25 November 2014,

Reaffirming the permanent responsibility of the United Nations with regard to the question of Palestine until
the question is resolved in all its aspects in accordance with international law and relevant resolutions,

Recalling the advisory opinion rendered on 9 July 2004 by the International Court of Justice on the legal
consequences of the construction of a wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,” and recalling also its resolutions
ES-10/15 of 20 July 2004 and ES-10/17 of 15 December 20006,

Convinced that achieving a just, lasting and comprehensive settlement of the question of Palestine, the core of
the Arab-Israeli conflict, is imperative for the attainment of comprehensive and lasting peace and stability in the
Middle East,

Stressing that the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples is among the purposes and
principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations,

Reaffirming the principle of the inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by war,

Reaffirming also the applicability of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in
Time of War, of 12 August 1949, to the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem,

Recalling its resolution 2625 (XXV) of 24 October 1970, and reiterating the importance of maintaining and
strengthening international peace founded upon freedom, equality, justice and respect for fundamental human rights
and of developing friendly relations among nations irrespective of their political, economic and social systems or the
level of their development,

Reaffirming the illegality of the Israeli settlements in the Palestinian territory occupied since 1967, including
East Jerusalem,

Expressing grave concern about the extremely detrimental impact of Israeli settlement policies, decisions and
activities in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, including on the contiguity, integrity and
viability of the Territory, the viability of the two-State solution based on the pre-1967 borders and the efforts to
advance a peaceful settlement in the Middle East,

Expressing grave concern also about all acts of violence, intimidation and provocation by Israeli settlers
against Palestinian civilians, including children, and properties, including homes, mosques, churches and
agricultural lands, condemning acts of terror by several extremist Israeli settlers, and calling for accountability for
the illegal actions perpetrated in this regard,

Reaffirming the illegality of Israeli actions aimed at changing the status of Jerusalem, including settlement
construction and expansion, home demolitions, evictions of Palestinian residents, excavations in and around
religious and historic sites, and all other unilateral measures aimed at altering the character, status and demographic
composition of the city and of the Territory as a whole, and demanding their immediate cessation,

Expressing its grave concern, in particular, about tensions, provocations and incitement regarding the holy
places of Jerusalem, including the Haram al-Sharif, and urging restraint and respect for the sanctity of the holy sites
by all sides,

Reaffirming that the construction by Israel, the occupying Power, of a wall in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including in and around East Jerusalem, and its associated regime are contrary to international law,

Encouraging all States and international organizations to continue to actively pursue policies to ensure respect
for their obligations under international law with regard to all illegal Israeli practices and measures in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, particularly Israeli settlements,

8 A/70/354-S/2015/677.
4 See A/ES-10/273 and Corr.1.
%% United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.
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Expressing deep concern about the continuing Israeli policies of closures and severe restrictions on the
movement of persons and goods, including medical and humanitarian, via the imposition of prolonged closures and
severe economic and movement restrictions that in effect amount to a blockade, as well as of checkpoints and a
permit regime throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem,

Expressing deep concern also about the consequent negative impact of such policies on the contiguity of the
Territory and the serious socioeconomic and humanitarian situation of the Palestinian people, which is a disastrous
humanitarian crisis in the Gaza Strip, and on the efforts aimed at rehabilitating and developing the damaged
Palestinian economy, while taking note of developments regarding the situation of access there based on the
trilateral agreement facilitated by the United Nations in this regard and on the resumption of some trade from Gaza
to the West Bank for the first time since 2007, and calling for the full lifting of restrictions,

Recalling the mutual recognition 22 years ago between the Government of the State of Israel and the Palestine
Liberation Organization, the representative of the Palestinian people,’' and the need for full compliance with the
agreements concluded between the two sides,

Recalling also the endorsement by the Security Council, in resolution 1515 (2003), of the Quartet road map to
a permanent two-State solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict’? and the call in Council resolution 1850 (2008) for
the parties to fulfil their obligations under the road map and to refrain from any steps that could undermine
confidence or prejudice the outcome of negotiations on a final peace settlement,

Stressing the road map obligation upon Israel to freeze settlement activity, including so-called “natural
growth”, and to dismantle all settlement outposts erected since March 2001,

Recalling the Arab Peace Initiative, adopted by the Council of the League of Arab States at its fourteenth
session, held in Beirut on 27 and 28 March 2002,

Urging renewed efforts by the international community aimed at advancing and accelerating the conclusion of
a peace treaty to attain without delay an end to the Israeli occupation that began in 1967 by resolving all outstanding
issues, including all core issues, without exception, for a just, lasting and peaceful settlement of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, in accordance with the internationally recognized basis of the two-State solution, and ultimately
of the Arab-Israeli conflict as a whole for the realization of a comprehensive peace in the Middle East,

Reiterating support for the convening of an international conference in Moscow, as envisioned by the Security
Council in resolution 1850 (2008) and the Quartet statement of 23 September 2011, for the advancement and
acceleration of the peace efforts towards the fulfilment of its stated objectives,

Noting the important contribution to peace efforts of the United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle
East Peace Process and Personal Representative of the Secretary-General to the Palestine Liberation Organization
and the Palestinian Authority, including within the framework of the activities of the Quartet and with regard to the
recent trilateral agreement regarding the Gaza Strip,

Welcoming the ongoing efforts of the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee for the Coordination of the International
Assistance to Palestinians, under the chairmanship of Norway, and noting its recent meeting at United Nations
Headquarters on 30 September 2015, at which donor countries reaffirmed the necessity of continued and increased
donor support in this critical period for urgently addressing the immense humanitarian, reconstruction and recovery
needs in the Gaza Strip and furthering Palestinian economic recovery and development,

Recognizing the efforts being undertaken by the Palestinian Government, with international support, to
reform, develop and strengthen its institutions and infrastructure, emphasizing the need to preserve and further
develop Palestinian institutions and infrastructure, despite the obstacles presented by the ongoing Israeli occupation,
and commending in this regard the ongoing efforts to develop the institutions of an independent Palestinian State,
including through the implementation of the Palestinian National Development Plan on governance, economy,
social development and infrastructure (2014-2016), including the National Strategic Framework for Development

31 See A/48/486-S/26560, annex.
52.8/2003/529, annex.
33 A/56/1026-S/2002/932, annex 11, resolution 14/221.
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Policies and Interventions in Area C, and the significant achievements made, as confirmed by the positive
assessments made by international institutions regarding readiness for statehood, including by the World Bank, the
International Monetary Fund, the United Nations and the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee, while also expressing
concern about the negative impact of the current instability and financial crisis being faced by the Palestinian
Government,

Recognizing also the positive contribution of the United Nations Development Assistance Framework, which
is aimed, inter alia, at enhancing development support and assistance to the Palestinian people and strengthening
institutional capacity in line with Palestinian national priorities,

Welcoming the convening of the Cairo International Conference on Palestine: Reconstructing Gaza, on
12 October 2014, and urging the timely and full disbursement of pledges for expediting the provision of
humanitarian assistance and the reconstruction process,

Welcoming also the ministerial meetings of the Conference on Cooperation among East Asian Countries for
Palestinian Development convened in Tokyo in February 2013 and Jakarta in March 2014 as a forum for the
mobilization of political and economic assistance, including via exchanges of expertise and lessons learned, in
support of Palestinian development,

Recognizing the continued efforts and tangible progress made in the Palestinian security sector, noting the
continued cooperation that benefits both Palestinians and Israelis, in particular by promoting security and building
confidence, and expressing the hope that such progress will be extended to all major population centres,

Recognizing also that security measures alone cannot remedy the tensions, instability and violence, and calling
for full respect for international law, including for the protection of civilian life, as well as the promotion of human
security, the de-escalation of the situation, the exercise of restraint, including from provocative actions and rhetoric,
and the establishment of a stable environment conducive to the pursuit of peace,

Gravely concerned over the negative developments that have continued to occur in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem, including the escalation of violence and any excessive use of force, resulting in
a large number of deaths and injuries, mostly among Palestinian civilians, including children and women, the
construction and expansion of settlements and the wall, the arbitrary arrest and detention of more Palestinian
civilians, the acts of violence, vandalism and brutality committed against Palestinian civilians by Israeli settlers in
the West Bank, the widespread destruction of public and private Palestinian property, including religious sites, and
infrastructure and including the demolition of homes, including if carried out as a means of collective punishment,
the internal forced displacement of civilians, especially among the Bedouin community, and the consequent
deterioration of the socioeconomic and humanitarian conditions of the Palestinian people,

Deploring the conflict in and around the Gaza Strip in July and August 2014 and the civilian casualties caused,
including the killing and injury of thousands of Palestinian civilians, including children, women and the elderly, and
the widespread destruction of thousands of homes and civilian infrastructure, including schools, hospitals, water,
sanitation and electricity networks, economic, industrial and agricultural properties, public institutions, religious
sites and United Nations schools and facilities, as well as the internal displacement of hundreds of thousands of
civilians and any violations of international law, including humanitarian and human rights law, in this regard,

Taking note of the report and findings of the independent commission of inquiry established pursuant to
Human Rights Council resolution S-21/1,>* and stressing the need to ensure accountability for all violations of
international humanitarian law and international human rights law in order to end impunity, ensure justice, deter
further violations, protect civilians and promote peace,

Expressing grave concern over the persisting disastrous humanitarian situation and socioeconomic conditions
in the Gaza Strip as a result of the prolonged Israeli closures and severe economic and movement restrictions that in
effect amount to a blockade and the continuing negative repercussions of the military operations in the Gaza Strip in
July and August 2014, in November 2012 and between December 2008 and January 2009, particularly as a result of
the widespread destruction and trauma inflicted and delays in reconstruction and recovery,

3 A/HRC/29/52.
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Recalling the statement of the President of the Security Council of 28 July 2014,

Stressing the need for calm and restraint by the parties, including by consolidating the ceasefire agreement of
26 August 2014, achieved under the auspices of Egypt, to avert the deterioration of the situation,

Reiterating the need for the full implementation by all parties of Security Council resolution 1860 (2009) of
8 January 2009 and General Assembly resolution ES-10/18 of 16 January 2009,

Stressing that the situation in the Gaza Strip is unsustainable and that a durable ceasefire agreement must lead
to a fundamental improvement in the living conditions of the Palestinian people in the Gaza Strip, including through
the sustained and regular opening of crossing points, and ensure the safety and well-being of civilians on both sides,

Expressing concern over the continued imposition of hundreds of checkpoints and obstacles to movement in
and around Palestinian population centres by the Israeli occupying forces, and emphasizing in this regard the need
for the implementation by both sides of the Sharm el-Sheikh understandings,

Expressing grave concern about the imprisonment and detention by Israel of thousands of Palestinians,
including children, under harsh conditions, and all violations of international humanitarian law and human rights
law which have occurred in this regard,

Emphasizing the importance of the safety, protection and well-being of all civilians in the whole Middle East
region, and condemning all acts of violence and terror against civilians on both sides, including the firing of rockets,

Stressing the need for measures to be taken to guarantee the safety and protection of the Palestinian civilian
population throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territory, consistent with the provisions and obligations of
international humanitarian law,

Stressing also the need to respect the right of peaceful assembly,

Welcoming the formation of the Palestinian Government of national consensus under the leadership of the
President, Mahmoud Abbas, consistent with Palestine Liberation Organization commitments and the Quartet
principles, and emphasizing the need for respect for and the preservation of the territorial integrity and unity of the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem,

Affirming the need to support the Palestinian Government of national consensus in its assumption of full
government responsibilities in both the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, in all fields, as well as through its presence at
Gaza’s crossing points,

Stressing the urgent need for sustained and active international involvement, including by the Quartet, and
welcoming in this regard its statement of 30 September 2015, and for concerted initiatives to support the parties in
building a climate for peace, to assist the parties in advancing and accelerating the peace process negotiations for the
achievement of a just, lasting and comprehensive peace settlement that ends the occupation which began in 1967
and results in the independence of a democratic, contiguous and viable State of Palestine living side by side in peace
and security with Israel and its other neighbours, on the basis of relevant United Nations resolutions, the terms of
reference of the Madrid Conference, the road map and the Arab Peace Initiative,

Taking note of the application of Palestine for admission to membership in the United Nations, submitted on
23 September 2011,

Taking note also of its resolution 67/19 of 29 November 2012, by which, inter alia, Palestine was accorded
non-member observer State status in the United Nations, and taking note of the follow-up report of the Secretary-
General,”’

Noting the accession by Palestine, on 1 April 2014, to several human rights treaties and the core humanitarian
law conventions,

Acknowledging the efforts being undertaken by civil society to promote a peaceful settlement of the question
of Palestine,

%% S/PRST/2014/13; see Resolutions and Decisions of the Security Council, 1 August 2013-31 July 2014 (S/INF/69).
%6 A/66/371-8/2011/592, annex 1.
T AJ67/738.
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Recalling the findings by the International Court of Justice, in its advisory opinion, including on the urgent
necessity for the United Nations as a whole to redouble its efforts to bring the Isracli-Palestinian conflict, which
continues to pose a threat to international peace and security, to a speedy conclusion, thereby establishing a just and
lasting peace in the region,”®

Stressing the urgency of achieving without delay an end to the Israeli occupation that began in 1967,

Affirming once again the right of all States in the region to live in peace within secure and internationally
recognized borders,

1. Reaffirms the necessity of achieving a peaceful settlement of the question of Palestine, the core of the
Arab-Israeli conflict, in all its aspects, and of intensifying all efforts towards that end, and stresses in this regard the
urgency of salvaging the prospects for realizing the two-State solution of Israel and Palestine, living side by side in
peace and security within recognized borders, based on the pre-1967 borders;

2. Calls for the intensification of efforts by the parties, including through negotiations, with the support of
the international community, towards the conclusion of a final peace settlement;

3. Urges the undertaking of renewed international efforts to achieve a comprehensive, just and lasting
peace, based on the relevant United Nations resolutions, the terms of reference of the Madrid Conference, including
the principle of land for peace, the Arab Peace Initiative adopted by the Council of the League of Arab States at its
fourteenth session,” the Quartet road map to a permanent two-State solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,”* and
the existing agreements between the Israeli and Palestinian sides;

4.  Stresses the need for a resumption of negotiations based on clear parameters and with a defined time
frame aimed at expediting the realization of a just, lasting and comprehensive settlement, and in this regard
encourages serious efforts by the United States of America, the European Union, the Russian Federation and the
United Nations, as members of the Quartet, and by the League of Arab States and all other concerned States;

5. Encourages continued serious regional and international efforts to follow up and promote the Arab
Peace Initiative, including by the Ministerial Committee formed at the Riyadh summit in March 2007;

6.  Calls for, in this regard, the timely convening of an international conference in Moscow, as envisioned
by the Security Council in resolution 1850 (2008), for the advancement and acceleration of the achievement of a
just, lasting and comprehensive peace settlement;

7. Calls upon both parties to act responsibly on the basis of international law and their previous agreements
and obligations, in particular adherence to the road map, irrespective of reciprocity, in order to create the conditions
necessary for the advancement of peace efforts;

8. Calls upon the parties themselves, with the support of the Quartet and other interested parties, to exert all
efforts necessary to halt the deterioration of the situation, to reverse all unilateral and unlawful measures taken on
the ground since 28 September 2000, to take every possible step to promote conditions conducive to the success of
peace negotiations and to refrain from actions that undermine trust or prejudge final status issues;

9.  Calls upon the parties to observe calm and restraint and to refrain from provocative actions, incitement
and inflammatory rhetoric, especially in areas of religious and cultural sensitivity, including in East Jerusalem, and
calls for respect for the historic status quo at the holy places of Jerusalem, including the Haram al-Sharif, in word
and in practice, and for immediate and serious efforts to defuse tensions;

10.  Underscores the need for the parties to take confidence-building measures aimed at improving the
situation on the ground, promoting stability, building trust and fostering the peace process, including an immediate
halt to all settlement activities and home demolitions, the undertaking of measures to address settler violence and
ensure accountability, the further release of prisoners and an end to arbitrary arrests and detentions;

11.  Stresses the need for the removal of checkpoints and other obstructions to the movement of persons and
goods throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and the need for respect and
preservation of the territorial unity, contiguity and integrity of all of the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including
East Jerusalem;

> A/ES-10/273 and Corr.1, advisory opinion, para. 161.
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12.  Also stresses the need for an immediate and complete cessation of all acts of violence, including military
attacks, destruction and acts of terror;

13. Reiterates its demand for the full implementation of Security Council resolution 1860 (2009);

14. Reiterates the need for the full implementation by both parties of the Agreement on Movement and
Access and of the Agreed Principles for the Rafah Crossing, of 15 November 2005, and the need, specifically, to
allow for the sustained opening of all crossings into and out of the Gaza Strip for humanitarian supplies, movement
and access, as well as for commercial flows and all necessary construction materials, and stresses the urgent need to
promote reconstruction and address the alarming unemployment rate, including among youth, including through the
implementation of United Nations-led projects and civilian reconstruction activities, all of which are essential for
alleviating the disastrous humanitarian situation, including the impact of the large-scale displacement of civilians in
July and August 2014, improving the living conditions of the Palestinian people and promoting the recovery of the
Palestinian economy;

15. Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, to comply strictly with its obligations under international law,
including international humanitarian law, and to cease all of its measures that are contrary to international law and
all unilateral actions in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, that are aimed at altering the
character, status and demographic composition of the Territory, including the confiscation and de facto annexation
of land, and thus at prejudging the final outcome of peace negotiations, with a view to achieving without delay an
end to the Israeli occupation that began in 1967;

16. Reiterates its demand for the complete cessation of all Israeli settlement activities in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian Golan, and calls for the full
implementation of the relevant Security Council resolutions;

17. Stresses, in this regard, the need for Israel forthwith to abide by its road map obligation to freeze all
settlement activity, including so-called “natural growth”, and to dismantle settlement outposts erected since
March 2001;

18. Calls for the cessation of all provocations, including by Israeli settlers, in East Jerusalem, including in
and around religious sites;

19. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, comply with its legal obligations under international law, as
mentioned in the advisory opinion rendered on 9 July 2004 by the International Court of Justice” and as demanded
in General Assembly resolutions ES-10/13 of 21 October 2003 and ES-10/15, and, inter alia, that it immediately
cease its construction of the wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and calls upon all
States Members of the United Nations to comply with their legal obligations, as mentioned in the advisory opinion;

20. Reaffirms its commitment, in accordance with international law, to the two-State solution of Israel and
Palestine, living side by side in peace and security within recognized borders, based on the pre-1967 borders;

21. Callsfor:
(@) The withdrawal of Israel from the Palestinian territory occupied since 1967, including East Jerusalem;

(b) The realization of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, primarily the right to self-
determination and the right to their independent State;

22. Stresses the need for a just resolution of the problem of Palestine refugees in conformity with its
resolution 194 (III) of 11 December 1948;

23.  Urges Member States to expedite the provision of economic, humanitarian and technical assistance to
the Palestinian people and the Palestinian Government during this critical period in order to help to alleviate the
serious humanitarian situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, which is disastrous in
the Gaza Strip, to rehabilitate the Palestinian economy and infrastructure and to support the development and
strengthening of Palestinian institutions and Palestinian State-building efforts in preparation for independence;

24. Requests the Secretary-General to continue his efforts with the parties concerned, and in consultation
with the Security Council, towards the attainment of a peaceful settlement of the question of Palestine and the
promotion of peace in the region and to submit to the General Assembly at its seventy-first session a report on these
efforts and on developments on this matter.
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RESOLUTION 70/16

Adopted at the 64th plenary meeting, on 24 November 2015, by a recorded vote of 153 to 7, with 8 abstentions,* on the
basis of draft resolution A/70/L.14 and Add.1, sponsored by: Afghanistan, Algeria, Bahrain, Bolivia (Plurinational State of),
Brunei Darussalam, Comoros, Cuba, Djibouti, Ecuador, Egypt, Indonesia, Irag, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Malaysia, Mali,
Mauritania, Morocco, Nicaragua, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sudan, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, Venezuela
(Bolivarian Republic of), Yemen, State of Palestine

* Infavour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan,
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Belarus, Belgium, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Cabo Verde, Cambodia, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica,
Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia, Georgia, Germany, Greece,
Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic
Republic of), Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People's Democratic
Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, Liberia, Libya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania,
Mauritius, Mexico, Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of
Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, SaintLucia, SaintVincent and the Grenadines, Samoa,
San Marino, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon Islands, Somalia, South
Africa, Spain, SriLanka, Sudan, Sweden, Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, the former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab
Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Uzbekistan,
Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Against: Canada, Israel, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated States of), Nauru, Palau, United States of America

Abstaining: Australia, Cameroon, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, South Sudan, Togo, Tonga

70/16. Jerusalem
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 181 (I) of 29 November 1947, in particular its provisions regarding the City of
Jerusalem,

Recalling also its resolution 36/120 E of 10 December 1981 and all its subsequent relevant resolutions,
including resolution 56/31 of 3 December 2001, in which it, inter alia, determined that all legislative and
administrative measures and actions taken by Israel, the occupying Power, which have altered or purported to alter
the character and status of the Holy City of Jerusalem, in particular the so-called “Basic Law” on Jerusalem and the
proclamation of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, were null and void and must be rescinded forthwith,

Recalling further the Security Council resolutions relevant to Jerusalem, including resolution 478 (1980) of
20 August 1980, in which the Council, inter alia, decided not to recognize the “Basic Law” on Jerusalem,

Recalling the advisory opinion rendered on 9 July 2004 by the International Court of Justice on the legal
consequences of the construction of a wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,”” and recalling its resolution
ES-10/15 of 20 July 2004,

Expressing its grave concern about any action taken by any body, governmental or non-governmental, in
violation of the above-mentioned resolutions,

Expressing its grave concern also, in particular, about the continuation by Israel, the occupying Power, of
illegal settlement activities, including measures regarding the so-called E-1 plan, its construction of the wall in and
around East Jerusalem, its restrictions on Palestinian access to and residence in East Jerusalem and the further
isolation of the city from the rest of the Occupied Palestinian Territory, which are having a detrimental effect on the
lives of Palestinians and could prejudge a final status agreement on Jerusalem,

Expressing its grave concern further about the continuing Israeli demolition of Palestinian homes, the
revocation of residency rights and the eviction and displacement of numerous Palestinian families from East

% See A/ES-10/273 and Corr.1.
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Jerusalem neighbourhoods, including Bedouin families, as well as other acts of provocation and incitement,
including by Israeli settlers, in the city, including desecration of mosques and churches,

Expressing its concern about the Israeli excavations undertaken in the Old City of Jerusalem, including in and
around religious sites,

Expressing its grave concern, in particular, about tensions, provocations and incitement regarding the holy
places of Jerusalem, including the Haram al-Sharif, and urging restraint and respect for the sanctity of the holy sites
by all sides,

Reaffirming that the international community, through the United Nations, has a legitimate interest in the
question of the City of Jerusalem and in the protection of the unique spiritual, religious and cultural dimensions of
the city, as foreseen in relevant United Nations resolutions on this matter,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on the situation in the Middle East,”’

1. Reiterates its determination that any actions taken by Israel, the occupying Power, to impose its laws,
jurisdiction and administration on the Holy City of Jerusalem are illegal and therefore null and void and have no
validity whatsoever, and calls upon Israel to immediately cease all such illegal and unilateral measures;

2. Stresses that a comprehensive, just and lasting solution to the question of the City of Jerusalem should
take into account the legitimate concerns of both the Palestinian and Israeli sides and should include internationally
guaranteed provisions to ensure the freedom of religion and of conscience of its inhabitants, as well as permanent,
free and unhindered access to the holy places by people of all religions and nationalities;

3. Also stresses the need for the parties to observe calm and restraint and to refrain from provocative
actions, incitement and inflammatory rhetoric, especially in areas of religious and cultural sensitivity, and expresses
its grave concern in particular about the recent series of negative incidents in East Jerusalem;

4.  Calls for respect for the historic status quo at the holy places of Jerusalem, including the Haram
al-Sharif, in word and practice, and urges all sides to work immediately and cooperatively to defuse tensions and
halt all provocations, incitement and violence at the holy sites in the City;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at its seventy-first session on the
implementation of the present resolution.

RESOLUTION 70/17

Adopted at the 64th plenary meeting, on 24 November 2015, by a recorded vote of 105 to 6, with 56 abstentions,* on the
basis of draft resolution A/70/L.17 and Add.1, sponsored by: Algeria, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bolivia (Plurinational State of),
Brunei Darussalam, Comoros, Cuba, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Djibouti, Ecuador, Egypt, Indonesia, Iraq,
Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Namibia, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
Senegal, South Africa, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania,
Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Yemen, Zimbabwe, State of Palestine

* In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Bangladesh,
Belarus, Belize, Bhutan, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Burkina Faso, Cabo Verde,
Cambodia, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Djibouti,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea,
Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Irag, Jamaica, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait,
Kyrgyzstan, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Libya, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico,
Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Papua
New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, Saudi
Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalia, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic,
Tajikistan, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uganda, United Arab Emirates,
United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Viet Nam, Yemen, Zimbabwe

Against: Canada, Israel, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated States of), Palau, United States of America

Abstaining: Albania, Andorra, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Cameroon, Croatia,
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland,
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Ireland, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Liberia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Monaco, Montenegro, Nauru, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania,
San Marino, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Sudan, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia, Togo, Tonga, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

70/17. The Syrian Golan
The General Assembly,
Having considered the item entitled ““The situation in the Middle East”,
Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on the situation in the Middle East,”"
Recalling Security Council resolution 497 (1981) of 17 December 1981,

Reaffirming the fundamental principle of the inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by force, in
accordance with international law and the Charter of the United Nations,

Reaffirming once more the applicability of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,62 to the occupied Syrian Golan,

Deeply concerned that Israel has not withdrawn from the Syrian Golan, which has been under occupation
since 1967, contrary to the relevant Security Council and General Assembly resolutions,

Stressing the illegality of the Israeli settlement construction and other activities in the occupied Syrian Golan
since 1967,

Noting with satisfaction the convening in Madrid on 30 October 1991 of the Peace Conference on the Middle
East, on the basis of Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) of 22 November 1967, 338 (1973) of 22 October 1973
and 425 (1978) of 19 March 1978 and the formula of land for peace,

Expressing grave concern over the halt in the peace process on the Syrian track, and expressing the hope that
peace talks will soon resume from the point they had reached,

1. Declares that Israel has failed so far to comply with Security Council resolution 497 (1981);

2. Also declares that the Israeli decision of 14 December 1981 to impose its laws, jurisdiction and
administration on the occupied Syrian Golan is null and void and has no validity whatsoever, as confirmed by the
Security Council in its resolution 497 (1981), and calls upon Israel to rescind it;

3. Reaffirms its determination that all relevant provisions of the Regulations annexed to the Hague
Convention of 1907, and the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of
12 August 1949, continue to apply to the Syrian territory occupied by Israel since 1967, and calls upon the parties
thereto to respect and ensure respect for their obligations under those instruments in all circumstances;

4.  Determines once more that the continued occupation of the Syrian Golan and its de facto annexation
constitute a stumbling block in the way of achieving a just, comprehensive and lasting peace in the region;

5. Calls upon Israel to resume the talks on the Syrian and Lebanese tracks and to respect the commitments
and undertakings reached during the previous talks;

6.  Demands once more that Israel withdraw from all the occupied Syrian Golan to the line of 4 June 1967
in implementation of the relevant Security Council resolutions;

7. Calls upon all the parties concerned, the co-sponsors of the peace process and the entire international
community to exert all the necessary efforts to ensure the resumption of the peace process and its success by
implementing Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973);

8. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at its seventy-first session on the
implementation of the present resolution.

1 A/70/353.
82 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.



I. Resolutions adopted without reference to a Main Committee

RESOLUTION 70/18

Adopted at the 66th plenary meeting, on 3 December 2015, without a vote, on the basis of the report of the Credentials
Committee (A/70/573)

70/18. Credentials of representatives to the seventieth session of the General Assembly
The General Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Credentials Committee™ and the recommendation contained therein,

Approves the report of the Credentials Committee.*’

RESOLUTION 70/19

Adopted at the 66th plenary meeting, on 3 December 2015, without a vote, on the basis of draft resolution A/70/L.20 and
Add.1, sponsored by: Austria, Bahamas, Bangladesh, Belarus, Benin, Brunei Darussalam, Cameroon, Chile, China, Egypt,
Equatorial Guinea, Guatemala, Hungary, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic,
Madagascar, Morocco, Myanmar, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation, Singapore, Slovenia, Spain,
Sri Lanka, Sudan, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Tunisia, Turkey, United Republic of Tanzania

70/19. Promotion of interreligious and intercultural dialogue, understanding and cooperation for peace
The General Assembly,

Reaffirming the purposes and principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations and the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights,** in particular the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion,

Recalling its resolution 69/140 of 15 December 2014 on the promotion of interreligious and intercultural
dialogue, understanding and cooperation for peace and its other related resolutions,

Recalling also that in its resolution 67/104 of 17 December 2012, the General Assembly proclaimed the
period 2013-2022 the International Decade for the Rapprochement of Cultures and invited the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization in this context to be the lead agency in the United Nations system,

Encouraging, in this regard, activities aimed at promoting interreligious and intercultural dialogue in order to
enhance peace and social stability, respect for diversity and mutual respect and to create, at the global level, and also
at the regional, national and local levels, an environment conducive to peace and mutual understanding,

Recalling its resolution 69/312 of 6 July 2015 on the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations, in which it
reaffirmed its support for the Alliance and reiterated the valuable role of the Alliance in promoting greater
understanding and respect among civilizations, cultures, religions and beliefs,

Recalling also its resolution 68/127 of 18 December 2013 on a world against violence and violent extremism,

Recalling further its resolution 53/22 of 4 November 1998, by which it declared 2001 the United Nations Year
of Dialogue among Civilizations and expressed its firm determination to facilitate and promote dialogue among
civilizations,

Bearing in mind the valuable contribution that interreligious and intercultural dialogue can make to an
improved awareness and understanding of the common values shared by all humankind,

Noting that interreligious and intercultural dialogue has made significant contributions to mutual
understanding, tolerance and respect, as well as to the promotion of a culture of peace and an improvement of
overall relations among people from different cultural and religious backgrounds and among nations,

Recognizing that cultural diversity and the pursuit of cultural development by all peoples and nations are
sources of mutual enrichment for the cultural life of humankind,
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Noting the Unite for Heritage campaign launched by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization in March 2015 which aims to celebrate and safeguard cultural heritage and diversity around the world,

Recalling its resolution 36/55 of 25 November 1981, by which it proclaimed the Declaration on the
Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief,

Bearing in mind that tolerance of cultural, ethnic, religious and linguistic diversities contributes towards peace,
mutual understanding and friendship among people of different cultures and nations and that these diversities should
be made part of intercultural and interreligious dialogue efforts, as appropriate,

Welcoming the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,” and acknowledging that the
Agenda includes the promotion of peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development,

Noting the various initiatives at the local, national, regional and international levels for enhancing dialogue,
understanding and cooperation among religions, beliefs, cultures and civilizations, which are mutually reinforcing
and interrelated,

Noting also the fifth Congress of Leaders of World and Traditional Religions, held in Astana in June 2015,

Welcoming the leading role of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, as well as
the work of the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations, in promoting intercultural dialogue,

Welcoming also the declaration of the High-level Conference on Intercultural and Interfaith Dialogue adopted
by the Asia-Europe Meeting, with the theme “Harmony between civilizations as a prerequisite for sustainable
development”, held in St. Petersburg, Russian Federation, on 3 and 4 July 2014,

Welcoming further the work of the Anna Lindh Foundation and the ongoing work of the King Abdullah Bin
Abdulaziz International Centre for Interreligious and Intercultural Dialogue in Vienna,

Noting the international symposium to launch the African initiative on education for peace and development
through interreligious and intercultural dialogue, held in Cotonou, Benin, in May 2015,

Acknowledging the positive contribution of individuals and of relevant civil society organizations to the
promotion of interreligious and intercultural dialogue, understanding and the culture of peace,

Recognizing the contributions of the media and of new information and communications technology to
promoting peoples’ understanding of different cultures and religions, including through the promotion of dialogue,

Reaffirming the importance of sustaining the process of engaging all stakeholders, including young men and
women as relevant actors, in interreligious and intercultural dialogue within the appropriate initiatives at various
levels, which aims to challenge prejudices and improve mutual understanding,

Recognizing the commitment of all religions to peace and the need for voices of moderation from all religions
and beliefs to work together in order to build a more secure and peaceful world,

Noting the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization conference on the theme “Youth
and the Internet: fighting radicalization and extremism”, held in Paris in June 2015,

1. Reaffirms that mutual understanding and interreligious and intercultural dialogue constitute important
dimensions of the dialogue among civilizations and of the culture of peace;

2. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on promotion of a culture of peace and interreligious
and intercultural dialogue, understanding and cooperation for peace;®®

3. Recognizes the importance of interreligious dialogue and its valuable contribution to promoting social
cohesion, peace and development, and calls upon Member States to consider, as appropriate and where applicable,
interreligious and intercultural dialogue as an important tool in efforts aimed at achieving peace and social stability
and the full realization of internationally agreed development goals;
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4.  Also recognizes the efforts by relevant stakeholders to foster peaceful and harmonious coexistence
within societies by promoting respect for religious and cultural diversity, including by engendering sustained and
robust interaction among various segments of society;

5. Further recognizes the leading role of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization on intercultural dialogue and its contribution to interreligious dialogue, as well as its activities related
to the culture of peace and non-violence and its focus on concrete actions at the global, regional and subregional
levels;

6. Encourages Member States and relevant intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to
further consider and carry out activities in support of the Action Plan for the International Decade for the
Rapprochement of Cultures (2013-2022), adopted by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization,’” which provides a framework for enhancing interreligious and intercultural dialogue and promoting
tolerance and mutual understanding, while placing emphasis on the involvement of women and youth in such
dialogue;

7. Condemns any advocacy of religious hatred that constitutes incitement to discrimination, hostility or
violence, whether it involves the use of print, audiovisual or electronic media or any other means;

8.  Reaffirms the solemn commitment of all States to fulfil their obligations to promote universal respect for
and observance and protection of all human rights and fundamental freedoms for all in accordance with the Charter
of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights* and other instruments relating to human rights
and international law, the universal nature of these rights and freedoms being beyond question;

9.  Welcomes the Bali Declaration adopted at the Sixth Global Forum of the United Nations Alliance of
Civilizations, with the theme “Unity in diversity: celebrating diversity for common and shared values”, held in Bali,
Indonesia, on 29 and 30 August 2014, encourages relevant stakeholders to continue their efforts to promote mutual
understanding among different civilizations, cultures, religions and beliefs, and in this regard looks forward to the
next meeting of the Global Forum, in Azerbaijan in 2016;

10.  Underlines the importance of moderation as a value within societies for countering extremism in all its
aspects and for further contributing to the promotion of interreligious and intercultural dialogue, tolerance,
understanding and cooperation, and encourages efforts, as appropriate, to enable voices of moderation to be heard,;

11.  Welcomes the efforts by the media to promote interreligious and intercultural dialogue, encourages the
further promotion of dialogue among the media from all cultures and civilizations, emphasizes that everyone has the
right to freedom of expression, and reaffirms that the exercise of this right carries with it special duties and
responsibilities and may therefore be subject to certain restrictions, but that these shall be only such as are provided
by law and necessary for respect of the rights or reputations of others, protection of national security or of public
order, or of public health or morals;

12.  Also welcomes the efforts to use information and communications technology, including the Internet, to
promote interreligious and intercultural dialogue, including through the Interfaith Dialogue e-Portal established
following the Special Non-Aligned Movement Ministerial Meeting on Interfaith Dialogue and Cooperation for
Peace and Development, held in Manila in 2010, as well as the Peace and Dialogue e-Portal of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, and encourages relevant stakeholders to utilize the opportunity to
disseminate their best practices and experiences on interreligious and intercultural dialogue by contributing to the
Interfaith Dialogue e-Portal and to the Peace and Dialogue e-Portal;

13.  Encourages Member States to consider, as and where appropriate, initiatives that identify areas for
practical action in all sectors and levels of society for the promotion of interreligious and intercultural dialogue,
tolerance, understanding and cooperation, inter alia, the ideas suggested during the High-level Dialogue on
Interreligious and Intercultural Understanding and Cooperation for Peace, held in New York in October 2007,
including the idea of an enhanced process of dialogue among world religions, as well as the ideas suggested during
the third High Panel on Peace and Dialogue among Cultures, held in Paris in November 2012;
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14.  Acknowledges the active engagement of the United Nations system with faith-based organizations and
relevant non-governmental organizations in the promotion of interreligious and intercultural dialogue and in
bringing together people of different cultures, religions, faiths or beliefs to discuss common issues and objectives;

15. Also acknowledges the important role of civil society, including academia and volunteer groups, in
fostering interreligious and intercultural dialogue, and encourages support for practical measures that mobilize civil
society, including building capacities, opportunities and frameworks for cooperation;

16. Invites Member States to further promote reconciliation to help to ensure durable peace and sustained
development, including by working with faith leaders and communities and through reconciliatory measures and
acts of service and by encouraging forgiveness and compassion among individuals;

17. Recognizes that the Office for Economic and Social Council Support and Coordination in the
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the Secretariat plays a valuable role as focal point within the
Secretariat on the issue, and encourages it to continue to interact and coordinate with the relevant entities of the
United Nations system and coordinate their contribution to the intergovernmental process aimed at promoting
interreligious and intercultural dialogue;

18. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at its seventy-first session on the
implementation of the present resolution.

RESOLUTION 70/20

Adopted at the 66th plenary meeting, on 3 December 2015, without a vote, on the basis of draft resolution A/70/L.24 and
Add.1, sponsored by: Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Bahamas, Bangladesh, Belarus, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia
(Plurinational State of), Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi,
Cambodia, Cameroon, Chile, China, Costa Rica, Cote d'lvoire, Cuba, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Djibouti,
Dominica, Dominican Republic, Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Georgia, Guatemala, Guinea, Haiti, Honduras,
Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, ltaly, Japan, Kazakhstan, Kiribati, Lao People’s Democratic
Republic, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritius, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique,
Myanmar, Nepal, Netherlands, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Palau, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Republic of
Korea, Russian Federation, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles,
Singapore, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Tajikistan, Thailand, Togo, Tunisia, Turkmenistan, United Arab Emirates, United
Republic of Tanzania, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Viet Nam, Yemen, Zimbabwe

70/20. Follow-up to the Declaration and Programme of Action on a Culture of Peace
The General Assembly,

Bearing in mind the Charter of the United Nations, including the purposes and principles contained therein,
and especially the dedication to saving succeeding generations from the scourge of war,

Recalling the Constitution of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, which
states that, “since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that the defences of peace must be
constructed”,

Recognizing the importance of the Declaration® and Programme of Action® on a Culture of Peace, which
serve as the universal mandate for the international community, particularly the United Nations system, for the
promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence that benefits humanity, in particular future generations,

Recalling its previous resolutions on a culture of peace, in particular resolution 52/15 of 20 November 1997
proclaiming 2000 the International Year for the Culture of Peace, resolution 53/25 of 10 November 1998
proclaiming the period 2001-2010 the International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-Violence for the
Children of the World, and resolutions 56/5 of 5 November 2001, 57/6 of 4 November 2002, 58/11 of 10 November
2003, 59/143 of 15 December 2004, 60/3 of 20 October 2005, 61/45 of 4 December 2006, 62/89 of 17 December
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2007, 63/113 of 5 December 2008, 64/80 of 7 December 2009, 65/11 of 23 November 2010, 66/116 of
12 December 2011, 67/106 of 17 December 2012, 68/125 of 18 December 2013 and 69/139 of 15 December 2014,
adopted under its agenda item entitled “‘Culture of peace”,

Recalling also its resolution 68/127 of 18 December 2013 on a world against violence and violent extremism,

Reaffirming the United Nations Millennium Declaration,” which calls for the active promotion of a culture
of peace,

Reaffirming also its resolution 70/1 of 25 September 2015, entitled “Transforming our world: the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development”,

Taking note of the 2005 World Summit Outcome adopted at the high-level plenary meeting of the General
Assembly,”!

Welcoming the observance of 2 October as the International Day of Non-Violence, as proclaimed by the
United Nations,?

Recognizing that all efforts made by the United Nations system in general and the international community at
large for peacekeeping, peacebuilding, the prevention of conflicts, disarmament, sustainable development, the
promotion of human dignity and human rights, democracy, the rule of law, good governance and gender equality at
the national and international levels contribute greatly to the culture of peace,

Recognizing also the importance of respect and understanding for religious and cultural diversity throughout
the world, of choosing dialogue and negotiations over confrontation and of working together and not against
each other,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,”* which provides an overview of the activities that have
been carried out by the main United Nations entities working in the areas of a culture of peace and interreligious and
intercultural dialogue, understanding and cooperation for peace since the adoption by the General Assembly of its
resolutions 68/125 and 68/126 of 18 December 2013,

Recalling the proclamation by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization of
21 February as International Mother Language Day, which aims at protecting, promoting and preserving linguistic
and cultural diversity and multilingualism, in order to foster and enrich a culture of peace, social harmony, cross-
cultural dialogue and mutual understanding,

Recalling also the proclamation by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization of
30 April as International Jazz Day, which aims to develop and increase intercultural exchanges and understanding
between cultures for the purpose of mutual comprehension, tolerance and the promotion of a culture of peace,

Welcoming the efforts of the international community to enhance understanding through constructive dialogue
among civilizations,

Expressing its appreciation for the ongoing efforts of the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations in
promoting a culture of peace through a number of practical projects in the areas of youth, education, media and
migrations, in collaboration with Governments, international organizations, foundations and civil society groups, as
well as media and the private sector,

Welcoming the successful holding on 9 September 2015 of the General Assembly High-level Forum on the
Culture of Peace, convened by the President of the Assembly, the greater participation, in particular of Member
States, and the wide-ranging partnership and inclusive collaboration among Member States, international
organizations and civil society, as evidenced at the Forum, and welcoming also with appreciation the observance in
2015 by the Forum of the anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration and Programme of Action,
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Recognizing the role of women and young people in advancing the culture of peace and, in particular, the
importance of greater involvement of women in the prevention and resolution of conflicts and in activities
promoting a culture of peace, including in post-conflict situations,

Welcoming the adoption by the General Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization at its thirty-sixth session of a programme of action for a culture of peace and non-violence, and noting
that the objectives of that programme of action are in line with the Declaration and Programme of Action on a
Culture of Peace adopted by the General Assembly,

Recalling the Yamoussoukro Declaration on Peace in the Minds of Men, and acknowledging the observance
in 2014 of the twenty-fifth anniversary of its adoption,

Noting the initiatives of civil society, in collaboration with Governments, to strengthen civilian capacities to
enhance the physical safety of vulnerable populations under threat of violence and to promote the peaceful
settlement of disputes,

Encouraging the continued and increasing efforts and activities on the part of civil society organizations
throughout the world in advancing the culture of peace as envisaged in the Declaration and Programme of Action,

1. Reiterates that the objective of the effective implementation of the Programme of Action on a Culture of
Peace® is to strengthen further the global movement for a culture of peace following the observance of the
International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-Violence for the Children of the World, 2001-2010, and calls
upon all concerned to renew their attention to this objective;

2. Welcomes the inclusion of the promotion of a culture of peace in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development;™

3. Invites Member States to continue to place greater emphasis on and expand their activities promoting a
culture of peace at the national, regional and international levels and to ensure that peace and non-violence are
fostered at all levels;

4. Invites the entities of the United Nations system, within their existing mandates, to integrate, as
appropriate, the eight action areas of the Programme of Action into their programmes of activities, focusing on
promoting a culture of peace and non-violence at the national, regional and international levels;

5. Commends the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization for strengthening
efforts to mobilize all relevant stakeholders within and outside the United Nations system in support of a culture of
peace, and invites the Organization to continue to enhance communication and outreach, including through the
culture of peace website and in the context of the celebration of its seventieth anniversary;

6.  Commends the practical initiatives and actions by relevant United Nations bodies, including the United
Nations Children’s Fund, the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women
(UN-Women) and the University for Peace, as well as their activities in further promoting a culture of peace and
non-violence, including the promotion of peace education and activities related to specific areas identified in the
Programme of Action and encourages them to continue and further strengthen and expand their efforts, and in this
context notes with appreciation the global launch of the United Nations Children’s Fund Early Childhood Peace
Consortium in September 2013;

7. Encourages the United Nations peacebuilding architecture to continue to promote peacebuilding
activities and to advance a culture of peace and non-violence in post-conflict peacebuilding efforts at the
country level;

8. Urges the appropriate authorities to provide age-appropriate education in children’s schools that builds a
culture of peace, including lessons in mutual understanding, tolerance, active citizenship and human rights;

9.  Encourages the involvement of media, especially the mass media, in promoting a culture of peace and
non-violence, with particular regard to children and young people;
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10. Commends civil society, non-governmental organizations and young people for their activities in further
promoting a culture of peace and non-violence, including through their campaign to raise awareness on a culture of
peace and the peaceful settlement of disputes;

11.  Encourages civil society and non-governmental organizations to further strengthen their efforts to
promote a culture of peace, inter alia, by adopting their own programme of activities to complement the initiatives
of Member States, the organizations of the United Nations system and other international and regional
organizations, in line with the Declaration® and Programme of Action on a Culture of Peace;

12.  Invites Member States, all parts of the United Nations system and civil society organizations to accord
increasing attention to their observance of the International Day of Peace on 21 September each year as a day of
global ceasefire and non-violence, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 55/282 of 7 September 2001;

13. Requests the President of the General Assembly to consider convening a high-level forum, as
appropriate and within existing resources, devoted to the implementation of the Programme of Action on the
occasion of the anniversary of its adoption, on or around 13 September;

14. Invites the Secretary-General, within existing resources, in consultation with the Member States and
taking into account the observations of civil society organizations, to explore mechanisms and strategies, in
particular strategies in the sphere of information and communications technology, for the implementation of the
Declaration and Programme of Action and to initiate outreach efforts to increase global awareness of the
Programme of Action and its eight areas of action aimed at their implementation;

15. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at its seventy-first session a report,
within existing resources, on actions taken by Member States, on the basis of information provided by them, and
those taken system-wide by all concerned entities of the United Nations to implement the present resolution and on
heightened activities by the Organization and its affiliated agencies to implement the Programme of Action and to
promote the culture of peace and non-violence;

16. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its seventy-first session the item entitled “‘Culture
of peace”.

RESOLUTION 70/75

Adopted at the 69th plenary meeting, on 8 December 2015, without a vote, on the basis of draft resolution A/70/L.19 and
Add.1, sponsored by: Australia, Canada, Costa Rica, Denmark, Fiji, Greece, Iceland, Indonesia, Italy, Jamaica, Maldives,
Micronesia (Federated States of), Monaco, Nauru, New Zealand, Norway, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Portugal,
Samoa, Trinidad and Tobago, United States of America

70/75. Sustainable fisheries, including through the 1995 Agreement for the Implementation of the
Provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982
relating to the Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly
Migratory Fish Stocks, and related instruments

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming its annual resolutions on sustainable fisheries, including resolution 69/109 of 9 December 2014,
and other relevant resolutions,

Recalling the relevant provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (the Convention),”
and bearing in mind the relationship between the Convention and the 1995 Agreement for the Implementation of the
Provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to the
Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks (the Agreement),’®
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Welcoming the ratifications of and accessions to the Agreement and the fact that a growing number of States,
entities referred to in the Convention and in article 1, paragraph 2 (b), of the Agreement, and subregional and
regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements, have taken measures, as appropriate, towards the
implementation of the provisions of the Agreement, in order to improve their management regimes,

Noting with satisfaction the twentieth anniversary of the opening for signature of the Agreement on
4 December 1995 at New York, as well as the twentieth anniversary of the adoption of the Code of Conduct for
Responsible Fisheries of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (the Code), and noting in this
regard that a conference was held in 2015 in Vigo, Spain, for this purpose,

Welcoming the work of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and its Committee on
Fisheries, and recognizing in particular the Code and other related instruments, including the international plans of
action, which set out principles and global standards of behaviour for responsible practices for conservation of
fisheries resources and the management and development of fisheries, as well as the 2005 Rome Declaration on
Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing,

Recognizing the importance of data collection through accurate and reliable reporting and monitoring of
catches, including by-catch and discards, as a fundamental element of effective fisheries management that provides
a basis for scientific stock assessment, and ecosystem approaches to fisheries management,

Noting with concern that effective management of marine capture fisheries has been made difficult in some
areas by unreliable and incomplete information and data caused by, inter alia, unreported and misreported fish catch
and fishing effort and that this lack of accurate data contributes to overfishing in some areas, and in this regard
recalling that members of regional fisheries management organizations or arrangements must fully comply with
their associated data collection and reporting obligations, including to ensure that required data submissions are
complete, reliable and submitted in a timely manner,

Recognizing the significant contribution of sustainable fisheries to food security, income, wealth and poverty
alleviation for present and future generations,

Welcoming in this regard the outcome document of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable
Development, held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from 20 to 22 June 2012, entitled “The future we want”, as endorsed
by the General Assembly in its resolution 66/288 of 27 July 2012,

Welcoming the outcome document of the United Nations summit for the adoption of the post-2015
development agenda, held from 25 to 27 September 2015, entitled “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development”, as adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 70/1 of 25 September 2015, and in
this regard reaffirming the commitment to conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for
sustainable development, as reflected in Goal 14 of the outcome document,

Welcoming in this regard the continuous attention given by the international community to the role of fish and
fish products in nutrition and food security, including by the Committee on World Food Security of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, especially noting the importance of the availability of highly
nutritious food for low-income populations,

Recalling that in “The future we want”,’”” States were encouraged to give due consideration to implementing
the Committee on World Food Security Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land,
Fisheries and Forests in the Context of National Food Security,

Recalling also the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-scale Fisheries in the Context of Food
Security and Poverty Eradication,

Recognizing the urgent need for action at all levels, relying on scientific advice, to ensure the long-term
sustainable use and management of fisheries resources through the wide application of the precautionary approach
and ecosystem approaches,

77 Resolution 66/288, annex.
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Expressing concern over the current and projected adverse effects of climate change on food security and the
sustainability of fisheries, and noting in that regard the work of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and the United Nations Environment Programme,

Reaffirming its commitment to ensuring that conservation and management measures adopted by regional
fisheries management organizations and arrangements are based on the best available scientific information,

Deploring the fact that fish stocks, including straddling fish stocks and highly migratory fish stocks, in many
parts of the world are overfished or subject to sparsely regulated and heavy fishing efforts, as a result of, inter alia,
illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, inadequate flag State control and enforcement, including monitoring,
control and surveillance measures, inadequate regulatory measures, harmful fisheries subsidies and overcapacity, as
well as inadequate port State control, as highlighted in the report of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations entitled The State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture 2014,

Expressing its support for accelerating work to complete the ongoing negotiations in the World Trade
Organization to strengthen disciplines on subsidies in the fisheries sector, including through the prohibition of
certain forms of fisheries subsidies that contribute to overcapacity and overfishing,

Concerned that only a limited number of States have taken measures to implement, individually and through
regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements, the International Plan of Action for the
Management of Fishing Capacity adopted by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations,

Recalling the International Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated
Fishing adopted by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations,

Particularly concerned that illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing continues to constitute a serious threat
to fish stocks and marine habitats and ecosystems, to the detriment of sustainable fisheries as well as the food
security and the economies of many States, particularly developing States,

Concerned that some operators increasingly take advantage of the globalization of fishery markets to trade
fishery products stemming from illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and make economic profits from those
operations, which constitutes an incentive for them to pursue their activities,

Recognizing that effective deterrence and combating of illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing has
significant financial and other resource implications,

Recognizing also the role of the Global Record of Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated Transport Vessels and Supply
Vessels in the concerted fight against illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing,

Recognizing further the duty provided in the Convention, the Agreement to Promote Compliance with
International Conservation and Management Measures by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas (the Compliance
Agreement),” the Agreement and the Code for flag States to exercise effective control over fishing vessels flying
their flag, and vessels flying their flag which provide support to fishing vessels, to ensure that the activities of such
fishing and support vessels do not undermine the effectiveness of conservation and management measures taken in
accordance with international law and adopted at the national, subregional, regional or global levels,

Noting the advisory opinion of the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea on the request for an advisory
opinion submitted by the Subregional Fisheries Commission, issued on 2 April 2015,

Recognizing the importance of adequately regulating, monitoring and controlling trans-shipment at sea to
contribute to combating illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing activities,

Noting the obligation of all States, in accordance with international law, as reflected in the relevant provisions
of the Convention, to cooperate in the conservation and management of living marine resources, and recognizing
the importance of coordination and cooperation at the global, regional, subregional and national levels in the areas,
inter alia, of marine scientific research, data collection, information-sharing, capacity-building and training for the
conservation, management and sustainable development of living marine resources,
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Acknowledging the importance of ocean data buoy systems moored in areas beyond national jurisdiction to
sustainable development, promoting safety at sea and limiting human vulnerability to natural disasters, due to their
use in weather and marine forecasts, fisheries management, tsunami forecasts and climate prediction, and
expressing concern that most damage to ocean data buoys, such as moored buoys and tsunameters, frequently
results from actions taken by some fishing operations which render the buoys inoperable,

Welcoming in this regard the adoption of measures by States, individually or through regional fisheries
management organizations and arrangements, to protect ocean data buoy systems from the impacts of fishing
activities,

Encouraging States, individually or through regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements,
to cooperate to ensure that interactions between fishing operations and ocean data buoys on the high seas are
minimized,

Recognizing the need for States, individually and through regional fisheries management organizations and
arrangements, to continue to develop and implement, consistent with international law, effective port State measures
to combat overfishing and illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, the critical need for cooperation with
developing States to build their capacity, and the importance of cooperation between the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations and the International Maritime Organization in this regard,

Noting with satisfaction the ratifications, acceptances and approval of and accessions to the Agreement on Port
State Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations,”

Recognizing the efforts of States, individually and through regional fisheries management organizations and
arrangements, to implement its resolution 46/215 of 20 December 1991, in which the General Assembly called for a
global moratorium on all large-scale pelagic drift-net fishing, including collaborative fisheries enforcement
activities,

Concerned that marine pollution from all sources constitutes a serious threat to human health and safety,
endangers fish stocks, marine biodiversity and marine and coastal habitats and has significant costs to local and
national economies,

Recognizing that marine debris is a global transboundary pollution problem and that, owing to the many
different types and sources of marine debris, different approaches to its prevention and removal are necessary,
including identification of such sources and environmentally sound techniques for its removal,

Reaffirming the importance of sustainable aquaculture to food security, noting that aquaculture is already
making a significant contribution to the global seafood supply and that a further increase in that contribution is
anticipated,

Noting that the contribution of sustainable aquaculture to global fish supplies continues to respond to
opportunities in developing countries to enhance local food security and nutrition and poverty alleviation and,
together with the efforts of other aquaculture-producing countries, will make a significant contribution to meeting
future demands in fish consumption, bearing in mind article 9 of the Code,

Noting in this regard the concern about the potential effects of genetically engineered aquatic fish species on
the health and sustainability of wild fish stocks,

Calling attention to the particular vulnerabilities of small island developing States, other developing coastal
States and subsistence fishing communities whose livelihoods, economic development and food security are heavily
dependent on sustainable fisheries and will suffer disproportionately if sustainable fisheries are negatively affected,

Calling attention also to the circumstances affecting fisheries in many developing States, in particular African
States and small island developing States, and recognizing the urgent need for capacity-building, including the

7 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, document C 2009/REP and Corr.1-3, appendix E.
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transfer of marine technology and in particular fisheries- and aquaculture-related technology, to enhance the ability
of such States to exercise their rights in order to realize the benefits from fisheries resources and fulfil their
obligations under international instruments,

Recognizing the need to adopt, implement and enforce appropriate measures to minimize waste, by-catch and
discards, including high-grading, loss of fishing gear and other factors that adversely affect the sustainability of fish
stocks and ecosystems and, consequently, can also have harmful effects on the economies and food security of small
island developing States, other developing coastal States and subsistence fishing communities,

Recognizing also the need to further integrate ecosystem approaches into fisheries conservation and
management and, more generally, the importance of applying ecosystem approaches to the management of human
activities in the ocean, and noting in this regard the Reykjavik Declaration on Responsible Fisheries in the Marine
Ecosystem,* the work of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations related to guidelines for the
implementation of the ecosystem approach to fisheries management and the importance of this approach to relevant
provisions of the Agreement and the Code, as well as decision VII/11*' and other relevant decisions of the
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity,

Recognizing further the economic and cultural importance of sharks in many countries, the biological
importance of sharks in the marine ecosystem as key predatory species, the vulnerability of certain shark species to
overexploitation, the fact that some are threatened with extinction, the need for measures to promote the long-term
conservation, management and sustainable use of shark populations and fisheries, and the relevance of the
International Plan of Action for the Conservation and Management of Sharks, adopted by the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations in 1999, in providing guidance on the development of such measures,

Welcoming in this regard the review by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations of the
implementation of the International Plan of Action for the Conservation and Management of Sharks, and its ongoing
work in this regard,

Noting with concern that basic data on shark stocks and harvests continue to be lacking and that not all
regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements have adopted conservation and management
measures for directed shark fisheries and for the regulation of by-catch of sharks from other fisheries,

Welcoming science-based measures taken by States to conserve and sustainably manage sharks, and noting in
this respect management measures taken by coastal States, including limits on catch or fishing effort, technical
measures, including by-catch reduction measures, sanctuaries, closed seasons and areas and monitoring, control and
surveillance,

Noting that the addition in 2013 of five shark species and two species of manta ray to appendix II to the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora® entered into force on
14 September 2014, and noting also the ongoing work of the secretariat of that Convention and the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations on capacity-building in this regard,

Noting also that the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of
Wild Animals, at its eleventh meeting, held in Quito from 4 to 9 November 2014, adopted the listing of 21 species
of sharks and rays under the appendices to that Convention,*’

Noting with concern the continuing practice of the removal of fins from sharks, with the remainder of the
carcass being discarded at sea,

Recognizing the importance of marine species occupying low trophic levels in the ecosystem and for food
security, and the need to ensure their long-term sustainability,

Expressing concern over continued incidental mortality, in fishing operations, of seabirds, particularly
albatrosses and petrels, as well as other marine species, including sharks, fin-fish species, marine mammals and

8 E/CN.17/2002/PC.2/3, annex.

8! See United Nations Environment Programme, document UNEP/CBD/COP/7/21, annex.
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marine turtles, while recognizing considerable efforts by States and through various regional fisheries management
organizations and arrangements to reduce incidental mortality as a result of by-catch,

Noting with concern the significant threat that invasive alien species pose to marine ecosystems and resources,

I
Achieving sustainable fisheries

1. Reaffirms the importance it attaches to the long-term conservation, management and sustainable use of
the living marine resources of the world’s oceans and seas and the obligations of States to cooperate to this end, in
accordance with international law, as reflected in the relevant provisions of the Convention,” in particular the
provisions on cooperation set out in Part V and Part VII, section 2, of the Convention, and where applicable, the
Agreement;’®

2. Calls upon all States that have not done so, in order to achieve the goal of universal participation, to
become parties to the Convention, which sets out the legal framework within which all activities in the oceans and
seas must be carried out, taking into account the relationship between the Convention and the Agreement;

3. Notes with satisfaction that in “The future we want”,”’ States addressed the sustainable development of
fisheries, recognized the significant contribution of fisheries to the three dimensions of sustainable development and
stressed the crucial role of healthy marine ecosystems, sustainable fisheries and sustainable aquaculture for food
security and nutrition and in providing for the livelihoods of millions of people, and encourages States to implement
the commitments made in “The future we want”;

4. Encourages States to give due priority to the implementation of the Plan of Implementation of the World
Summit on Sustainable Development (Johannesburg Plan of Implementation)™* in relation to achieving sustainable
fisheries, especially restoring depleted stocks to levels that can produce maximum sustainable yield on an urgent
basis and, where possible, not later than 2015, and recalls that in “The future we want”, States committed
themselves to intensify their efforts to meet that target and to urgently take the measures necessary to maintain or
restore all stocks at least to levels that can produce the maximum sustainable yield, with the aim of achieving those
goals in the shortest time feasible, as determined by their biological characteristics, and in order to achieve this, to
urgently develop and implement science-based management plans, including by reducing or suspending fishing
catch and fishing effort commensurate with the status of the stock, consistent with international law, the applicable
international instruments and relevant General Assembly resolutions and guidelines of the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations;

5. Emphasizes the need for the full implementation of the outcome document of the third International
Conference on Small Island Developing States, entitled “SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA)

Pathway”;>

6. Urges States, either directly or through appropriate subregional, regional or global organizations or
arrangements, to intensify efforts to assess and address, as appropriate, the impacts of global climate change and
ocean acidification on the sustainability of fish stocks and the habitats that support them, in particular the most
affected ones;

7. Emphasizes the obligations of flag States to discharge their responsibilities, in accordance with the
Convention and the Agreement, to ensure compliance by vessels flying their flag with the conservation and
management measures adopted and in force with respect to fisheries resources on the high seas;

8. Calls upon all States, directly or through regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements,
to apply widely, in accordance with international law and the Code, the precautionary approach and ecosystem
approaches to the conservation, management and exploitation of fish stocks, and also calls upon States parties to the
Agreement to implement fully the provisions of article 6 of the Agreement as a matter of priority;

% Report of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg, South Africa, 26 August—4 September 2002 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.03.1.A.1 and corrigendum), chap. I, resolution 2, annex.
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9. Urges States to increase their reliance on scientific advice in developing, adopting and implementing
conservation and management measures, and to increase their efforts, including through international cooperation,
to promote science for conservation and management measures that apply, in accordance with international law, the
precautionary approach and ecosystem approaches to fisheries management, enhancing understanding of ecosystem
approaches, in order to ensure the long-term conservation and sustainable use of living marine resources, and in this
regard encourages the implementation of the Strategy for Improving Information on Status and Trends of Capture
Fisheries of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations as a framework for the improvement and
understanding of fishery status and trends;

10. Calls upon all States, directly or through regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements,
to apply stock-specific target and limit precautionary reference points, which for target reference points are intended
to meet management objectives, as described in annex Il to the Agreement and in the Code, to ensure that
populations of harvested stocks and, where necessary, associated or dependent species, are maintained at or restored
to sustainable levels, and to use these reference points for triggering conservation and management action;

11. Encourages States to apply the precautionary approach and ecosystem approaches in adopting and
implementing conservation and management measures addressing, inter alia, by-catch, pollution and overfishing,
and protecting habitats of specific concern, taking into account existing guidelines developed by the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations;

12.  Also encourages States to enhance or develop observer programmes, individually or through regional
fisheries management organizations or arrangements, in order to improve data collection on, inter alia, target and
by-catch species, which could also assist monitoring, control and surveillance tools, and to take into account
standards, forms of cooperation and other existing structures for such programmes as described in article 25 of the
Agreement and article 5 of the Code;

13.  Calls upon in this regard States, individually in line with their national legislation or through regional
fisheries management organizations or arrangements, to take steps as appropriate to ensure the safety of observers;

14.  Encourages States to implement, individually and through regional fisheries management organizations
and arrangements, accurate, complete, reliable and effective data collection and reporting of required data on
catches, including by-catch and discards, reviewing and validating the data, and providing catch information in
support of scientific stock assessment and ecosystem approaches to fisheries management;

15. Calls upon States and regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements to collect and,
where appropriate, report to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations required catch and effort
data, and fishery-related information, in a complete, accurate and timely way, including for straddling fish stocks
and highly migratory fish stocks within and beyond areas under national jurisdiction, discrete high seas fish stocks,
and by-catch and discards; and, where they do not exist, to establish processes to strengthen data collection and
reporting by members of regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements, including through regular
reviews of member compliance with such obligations, and, when such obligations are not met, require the member
concerned to rectify the problem, including through the preparation of plans of action with timelines;

16. Invites States and regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements to cooperate with the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations in the implementation and further development of the
Fisheries Resources Monitoring System initiative;

17. Reaffirms paragraph 10 of its resolution 61/105 of 8 December 2006, and calls upon States, including
through regional fisheries management organizations or arrangements, to urgently adopt and implement measures to
fully implement the International Plan of Action for the Conservation and Management of Sharks for directed and
non-directed shark fisheries, based on the best available scientific information, through, inter alia, limits on catch or
fishing effort, by requiring that vessels flying their flag collect and regularly report data on shark catches, including
species-specific data, discards and landings, undertaking, including through international cooperation,
comprehensive stock assessments of sharks, reducing shark by-catch and by-catch mortality and, where scientific
information is uncertain or inadequate, not increasing fishing effort in directed shark fisheries and urgently
establishing science-based management measures to ensure the long-term conservation, management and
sustainable use of shark stocks and to prevent further declines of vulnerable or threatened shark stocks, and
encourages the full utilization of dead sharks caught in the context of sustainably managed fisheries;
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18. Calls upon States to take immediate and concerted action to improve the implementation of and
compliance with existing regional fisheries management organization or arrangement and national measures that
regulate shark fisheries and incidental catch of sharks, in particular those measures which prohibit or restrict
fisheries conducted solely for the purpose of harvesting shark fins and, where necessary, to consider taking other
measures, as appropriate, such as requiring that all sharks be landed with each fin naturally attached;

19. Calls upon regional fisheries management organizations with the competence to regulate highly
migratory species to strengthen or establish precautionary, science-based conservation and management measures,
as appropriate, for sharks taken in fisheries within their convention areas consistent with the International Plan of
Action for the Conservation and Management of Sharks;

20. Encourages range States and regional economic integration organizations that have not yet done so to
become signatories to the Memorandum of Understanding on the Conservation of Migratory Sharks under the
Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals,”’ and invites non-range States,
intergovernmental organizations and international and national non-governmental organizations or other relevant
bodies and entities to consider becoming cooperating partners;

21. Encourages States, as appropriate, to cooperate in establishing non-detriment findings for shared stocks
of marine species listed in appendices I and II to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora,* consistent with the concepts and non-binding guiding principles contained in resolution
Conf. 16.7 on non-detriment findings adopted by the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora;

22. Urges States to eliminate barriers to trade in fish and fisheries products which are not consistent with
their rights and obligations under the World Trade Organization agreements, taking into account the importance of
the trade in fish and fisheries products, particularly for developing countries;

23. Recalls that in “The future we want”, States committed themselves to observing the need to ensure
access to fisheries and the importance of access to markets by subsistence, small-scale and artisanal fisherfolk and
women fish workers, as well as indigenous peoples and their communities, particularly in developing countries,
especially small island developing States;

24. Urges States and relevant international and national organizations to provide for the participation of
small-scale fishery stakeholders in related policy development and fisheries management strategies in order to
achieve long-term sustainability for such fisheries, consistent with the duty to ensure the proper conservation and
management of fisheries resources, and encourages States to consider promoting, as appropriate, participatory
management schemes for small-scale fisheries in accordance with national laws, regulations and practices, as well
as the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and
Poverty Eradication of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations;

25.  Welcomes the convening by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations of Tenure and
Fishing Rights 2015: a global forum on rights-based approaches for fisheries, in Siem Reap, Cambodia, from 23 to
27 March 2015;

26. Encourages States, either directly or through competent and appropriate subregional, regional or global
organizations and arrangements, to analyse, as appropriate, the impact of fishing for marine species corresponding
to low trophic levels;

27.  Welcomes, in this regard, the initiation of further studies by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations of the impact of industrial fishing activities on species corresponding to low trophic levels;

28.  Invites the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations to consider the potential effects of
genetically engineered fish species on the health and sustainability of wild fish stocks and on the biodiversity of the
aquatic environment and to provide guidance, consistent with the Code, on minimizing harmful impacts in
this regard;

29. Also invites the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, in consultation with other
relevant international organizations, including the International Maritime Organization, to promote awareness and
cooperation to develop and strengthen capacity to prevent, minimize and mitigate the adverse impacts of invasive
alien species on biodiversity, including fish stocks;
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Implementation of the 1995 Agreement for the Implementation of the
Provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
of 10 December 1982 relating to the Conservation and Management

of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks

30. Calls upon all States, and entities referred to in the Convention and in article 1, paragraph 2 (b), of the
Agreement, that have not done so to ratify or accede to the Agreement and in the interim to consider applying it
provisionally;

31. Notes the round-table discussion convened by the Secretary-General during the eleventh round of
informal consultations of States parties to the Agreement, on 17 March 2015, to commemorate the twentieth
anniversary of the opening for signature of the Agreement;

32. Calls upon States parties to the Agreement to effectively implement, as a matter of priority, the
provisions of the Agreement through their national legislation and through regional fisheries management
organizations and arrangements in which they participate;

33. Emphasizes the importance of those provisions of the Agreement relating to bilateral, subregional and
regional cooperation in enforcement, and urges continued efforts in this regard,

34. Urges States parties to the Agreement, in accordance with article 21, paragraph 4, thereof, to inform,
either directly or through the relevant subregional or regional fisheries management organization or arrangement, all
States whose vessels fish on the high seas in the same subregion or region of the form of identification issued by
those States parties to officials duly authorized to carry out boarding and inspection functions in accordance with
articles 21 and 22 of the Agreement;

35. Also urges States parties to the Agreement, in accordance with article 21, paragraph 4, thereof, to
designate an appropriate authority to receive notifications pursuant to article 21 and to give due publicity to such
designation through the relevant subregional or regional fisheries management organization or arrangement;

36. Invites regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements which have not yet done so to
adopt procedures for high seas boarding and inspection that are consistent with articles 21 and 22 of the Agreement,
including, inter alia, those to ensure the safety of the crew and the inspectors;

37. Calls upon States, individually and, as appropriate, through subregional and regional fisheries
management organizations and arrangements with competence over discrete high seas fish stocks, to adopt the
measures necessary to ensure the long-term conservation, management and sustainable use of such stocks in
accordance with the Convention and consistent with the Code and the general principles set forth in the Agreement;

38. Invites States to assist developing States in enhancing their participation in regional fisheries
management organizations or arrangements, including by facilitating access to fisheries for straddling fish stocks
and highly migratory fish stocks, in accordance with article 25, paragraph 1 (b), of the Agreement, taking into
account the need to ensure that such access benefits the developing States concerned and their nationals;

39.  Urges States parties to the Agreement, directly or through regional fisheries management organizations
and arrangements, to take into account the special requirements of developing States, including small island
developing States as highlighted in the SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway, in giving effect
to the duty to cooperate in the establishment of conservation and management measures for straddling fish stocks
and highly migratory fish stocks, including the need to ensure, where appropriate, in accordance with article 24,
paragraph 2 (C), of the Agreement, that such measures do not transfer a disproportionate burden of conservation
action onto developing States, and notes in this regard ongoing efforts to better develop a common understanding of
this concept;

40. Calls upon States and international financial institutions and organizations of the United Nations system
to provide assistance according to Part VII of the Agreement, including, if appropriate, the development of special
financial mechanisms or instruments to assist developing States, in particular the least developed among them and
small island developing States, to enable them to develop their national capacity to exploit fishery resources,
including developing their domestically flagged fishing fleet, value-added processing and the expansion of their
economic base in the fishing industry, consistent with the duty to ensure the proper conservation and management of
fisheries resources;
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41. Urges States, intergovernmental organizations, international financial institutions, national institutions
and non-governmental organizations, as well as natural and juridical persons, to make voluntary financial
contributions to the Assistance Fund established under Part VII of the Agreement;

42. Encourages the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and the Division for Ocean
Affairs and the Law of the Sea of the Office of Legal Affairs of the Secretariat (the Division) to continue their efforts
to publicize the availability of assistance through the Assistance Fund;

43. Encourages accelerated progress by States, individually and, as appropriate, through subregional and
regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements, regarding the recommendations of the Review
Conference on the Agreement, held in New York from 22 to 26 May 2006, and the identification of emerging priorities;

44. Encourages States, individually and, as appropriate, through subregional and regional fisheries
management organizations and arrangements, to consider implementing, as appropriate, the recommendations of
the resumed Review Conference, held in New York from 24 to 28 May 2010;%

45. Recalls paragraph 40 of resolution 69/109, and requests the Secretary-General to resume the Review
Conference, convened pursuant to article 36 of the Agreement, in New York from 23 to 27 May 2016, and to render the
necessary assistance and provide such services as may be required for the resumption of the Review Conference;

46. Encourages wide participation in the resumed Review Conference, in accordance with article 36 of the
Agreement;

47. Recalls its request in paragraph 41 of resolution 69/109 that the Secretary-General submit to the
resumed Review Conference an updated report to assist the Review Conference in discharging its mandate under
article 36, paragraph 2, of the Agreement;

48. Recalls paragraph 6 of resolution 56/13 of 28 November 2001, takes note of the report on the eleventh
round of informal consultations of States parties to the Agreement, and requests the Secretary-General to convene in
March 2016 a twelfth round of informal consultations of States parties to the Agreement for a duration of two days,
to serve primarily as a preparatory meeting for the resumed Review Conference;

49. Requests the Secretary-General to invite States, and entities referred to in the Convention and in article 1,
paragraph 2 (b), of the Agreement, not parties to the Agreement, as well as the United Nations Development
Programme, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and other specialized agencies, the World
Bank, the Global Environment Facility and other relevant international financial institutions, subregional and
regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements, other fisheries bodies, other relevant
intergovernmental bodies and relevant non-governmental organizations, in accordance with past practice, to attend
the twelfth round of informal consultations of States parties to the Agreement as observers;

50. Reaffirms its request that the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations initiate
arrangements with States for the collection and dissemination of data on fishing in the high seas by vessels flying
their flag at the subregional and regional levels where no such arrangements exist;

51.  Also reaffirms its request that the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations revise its
global fisheries statistics database to provide information on straddling fish stocks, highly migratory fish stocks and
discrete high seas fish stocks on the basis of where the catch is taken;

i
Related fisheries instruments

52. Emphasizes the importance of the effective implementation of the provisions of the Compliance
Agreement,” and urges continued efforts in this regard;

53. Calls upon all States and other entities referred to in article X, paragraph 1, of the Compliance
Agreement that have not yet become parties to that Agreement to do so as a matter of priority and, in the interim, to
consider applying it provisionally;

8 See A/CONF.210/2006/15, annex.
87 See A/CONF.210/2010/7, annex.
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54. Urges States and subregional and regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements to
implement and promote the application of the Code within their areas of competence;

55.  Urges States to develop and implement, as a matter of priority, national and, as appropriate, regional
plans of action to put into effect the international plans of action of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations;

56. Welcomes in this regard the work undertaken by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations to improve the response rate for monitoring implementation of the Code and the international plans of action
and strategies by developing a web-based questionnaire, and highlights the importance of responding to the questionnaire;

57. Encourages the development of best-practice guidelines for safety at sea in connection with marine
fisheries by the competent international organizations;

58. Encourages States to consider signing, ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to the Cape Town
Agreement of 2012 on the Implementation of the Provisions of the Torremolinos Protocol of 1993 relating to the
Torremolinos International Convention for the Safety of Fishing Vessels, 1977;

v
lllegal, unreported and unregulated fishing

59. Emphasizes once again its serious concern that illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing remains one
of the greatest threats to fish stocks and marine ecosystems and continues to have serious and major implications for
the conservation and management of ocean resources, as well as the food security and the economies of many
States, particularly developing States, and renews its call upon States to comply fully with all existing obligations
and to combat such fishing and urgently to take all steps necessary to implement the International Plan of Action to
Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing;

60. Recalls in this regard that in “The future we want”, States acknowledged that illegal, unreported and
unregulated fishing deprive many countries of a crucial natural resource and remain a persistent threat to their
sustainable development and recommitted to eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing as advanced in
the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, and to prevent and combat those practices, including by developing and
implementing national and regional action plans in accordance with the International Plan of Action to Prevent,
Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing, implementing, in accordance with international
law, effective and coordinated measures by coastal States, flag States, port States, chartering nations and the States
of nationality of the beneficial owners and others who support or engage in illegal, unreported and unregulated
fishing by identifying vessels engaged in such fishing and by depriving offenders of the benefits accruing from it, as
well as by cooperating with developing countries to systematically identify needs and build capacity, including
support for monitoring, control, surveillance, compliance and enforcement systems;

61. Notes with satisfaction the development of an increasing number of national plans of action to prevent,
deter and eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, and calls upon States that have not yet done so to
consider developing such plans;

62. Urges States to exercise effective control over their nationals, including beneficial owners, and vessels
flying their flag, in order to prevent and deter them from engaging in illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing
activities or supporting vessels engaging in illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing activities, including those
vessels listed by regional fisheries management organizations or arrangements as engaged in those activities, and to
facilitate mutual assistance to ensure that such actions can be investigated and proper sanctions imposed;

63. Encourages States that have not yet done so to establish penalties for non-compliance by vessels
involved in fishing or fishing-related activities and their nationals, as appropriate, in accordance with applicable
national law and consistent with international law, that are adequate in severity for effectively securing compliance,
deterring further violations and depriving offenders of the benefits from their illegal, unreported and unregulated
fishing activities;

64. Urges States to take effective measures, at the national, subregional, regional and global levels, to deter
the activities, including illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, of any vessel which undermines conservation
and management measures that have been adopted by subregional and regional fisheries management organizations
and arrangements in accordance with international law;
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65. Calls upon States not to permit vessels flying their flag to engage in fishing on the high seas or in areas
under the national jurisdiction of other States, unless duly authorized by the authorities of the States concerned and
in accordance with the conditions set out in the authorization, and to take specific measures, including deterring the
reflagging of vessels by their nationals, in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Convention, the Agreement
and the Compliance Agreement, to control fishing operations by vessels flying their flag;

66. Urges States, individually and collectively through regional fisheries management organizations and
arrangements, to develop appropriate processes to assess the performance of States with respect to implementing the
obligations regarding fishing vessels flying their flag set out in relevant international instruments;

67. Reaffirms the need to strengthen, where necessary, the international legal framework for intergovernmental
cooperation, in particular at the subregional and regional levels, in the management of fish stocks and in combating
illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, in a manner consistent with international law, and for States and entities
referred to in the Convention and in article 1, paragraph 2 (b), of the Agreement to collaborate in efforts to address
these types of fishing activities;

68. Urges regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements to further coordinate measures for
combating illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing activities, such as through the development of a common list
of vessels identified as engaged in illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing or the mutual recognition of the
illegal, unreported and unregulated vessel lists established by each organization or arrangement;

69. Reaffirms its call upon States to take all necessary measures consistent with international law, without
prejudice to a State’s sovereignty over ports in its territory and to reasons of force majeure or distress, including the
prohibition of vessels from accessing their ports followed by a report to the flag State concerned, when there is clear
evidence that they are or have been engaged in or have supported illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, or
when they refuse to give information either on the origin of the catch or on the authorization under which the catch
has been made;

70. Reaffirms paragraph 53 of its resolution 64/72 of 4 December 2009 with regard to eliminating illegal,
unreported and unregulated fishing by vessels flying “flags of convenience” and requiring that a “genuine link” be
established between States and fishing vessels flying their flags, and urges States operating open registry to
effectively control all fishing vessels flying their flag, as required by international law, or otherwise stop open
registry for fishing vessels;

71. Encourages States, either directly or through competent and appropriate subregional, regional or global
organizations and arrangements, to consider adopting rules, consistent with international law, to ensure that chartering
arrangements and practices related to fishing vessels enable compliance with and enforcement of relevant conservation
and management measures, so as not to undermine efforts to combat illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing;

72. Recognizes the need for enhanced port State measures to combat illegal, unreported and unregulated
fishing, and urges States to cooperate, in particular at the regional level and through subregional and regional
fisheries management organizations and arrangements, to adopt all necessary port measures, consistent with
international law taking into account article 23 of the Agreement, and to further promote the development and
application of standards at the regional level,

73. Encourages, in this regard, States and regional economic integration organizations that have not yet
done so to consider ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to the Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent,
Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing”’ with a view to its early entry into force;

74. Recalls that in “The future we want”, States that have signed the Agreement on Port State Measures to
Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing were called upon to expedite procedures
for its ratification with a view to its early entry into force;

75. Notes the capacity development programme of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations to assist developing countries in strengthening and harmonizing port State measures, including through
bilateral, subregional and/or regional coordination;

76. Also notes, in this regard, the workshops held for the Caribbean region in Port of Spain from 24 to
28 March 2014, for the South American region in Montevideo from 29 September to 3 October 2014, for North
West Indian Ocean States in Colombo from 1 to 5 June and for the western coast of the African continent in Praia
from 20 to 24 July 2015;
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77. Encourages strengthened collaboration between the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations and the International Maritime Organization, taking into account the respective competencies, mandates
and experience of the two organizations, to combat illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, particularly in
improving the implementation of flag State responsibilities and port State measures;

78.  Also encourages States, with respect to vessels flying their flag, and port States, to make every effort to
share data on landings and catch quotas, and in this regard encourages regional fisheries management organizations
and arrangements to consider developing open databases containing such data for the purpose of enhancing the
effectiveness of fisheries management;

79. Calls upon States to take all measures necessary to ensure that vessels flying their flag do not engage in
trans-shipment of fish caught by fishing vessels engaged in illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, through
adequate regulation, monitoring and control of trans-shipment of fish at sea, including through additional national
measures applicable to vessels flying their flag to prevent such trans-shipment;

80. Urges States, individually and through regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements,
to adopt and implement internationally agreed market-related measures in accordance with international law,
including principles, rights and obligations established in World Trade Organization agreements, as called for in the
International Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing;

81. Welcomes the ongoing work of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations on the
development of best-practice guidelines for catch documentation schemes and traceability, in accordance with its
agreed terms of reference and framework principles;

82. Calls upon States to continue working within the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations on the elaboration, in accordance with international law, including the agreements established under the
World Trade Organization, of guidelines and other relevant criteria relating to catch documentation schemes,
including possible formats;

83. Notes with satisfaction, in this regard, that the Committee on Fisheries, at its thirty-first session,
recognized that the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations would undertake to elaborate
guidelines and other relevant criteria relating to catch documentation schemes, including possible formats, based on
the following principles: conformity with the provisions of international law; not creating unnecessary barriers to
trade; equivalence; risk-based; reliable; simple, clear and transparent; and electronic if possible, with the aim of
adoption at the thirty-second session of the Committee, and that the assessment of schemes and formats would
include cost-benefit considerations and take into account catch documentation schemes already implemented by
certain of its members as well as regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements;**

84. Encourages information-sharing regarding emerging market- and trade-related measures by States and
other relevant actors with appropriate international forums, given the potential implications of these measures for all
States, consistent with the established plan of work of the Committee on Fisheries, and taking into account the
Technical Guidelines for Responsible Fish Trade of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations;

85. Acknowledges the development of participatory surveillance activities at sea involving fishing
communities in West Africa as a cost-effective way of detecting illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing;

86. Notes the concern expressed by the Committee on Fisheries at the proliferation of private standards and
ecolabelling schemes potentially leading to the creation of trade barriers and restrictions, and also notes the work by
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations to develop an evaluation framework to assess the
conformity of public and private ecolabelling schemes through the Guidelines for the Ecolabelling of Fish and
Fishery Products from Marine Capture Fisheries;

87. Also notes the concerns about possible connections between transnational organized crime and illegal
fishing in certain regions of the world, and encourages States, including through the appropriate international forums
and organizations, to study the causes and methods of and contributing factors to illegal fishing to increase
knowledge and understanding of those possible connections, and to make the findings publicly available, and in this

8 See Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, document C 2015/23.
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regard takes note of the study issued by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime on transnational organized
crime in the fishing industry, bearing in mind the distinct legal regimes and remedies under international law
applicable to illegal fishing and transnational organized crime;

\%

Monitoring, control and surveillance and
compliance and enforcement

88. Calls upon States, in accordance with international law, to strengthen implementation of or, where they
do not exist, adopt comprehensive monitoring, control and surveillance measures and compliance and enforcement
schemes individually and within those regional fisheries management organizations or arrangements in which they
participate, in order to provide an appropriate framework for promoting compliance with agreed conservation and
management measures, and further urges enhanced coordination among all relevant States and regional fisheries
management organizations and arrangements in these efforts;

89. Welcomes the fact that the Committee on Fisheries has urged its members to start implementing the
Voluntary Guidelines for Flag State Performance® as soon as possible;

90. Encourages further work by competent international organizations, including subregional and regional
fisheries management organizations and arrangements, to develop guidelines on flag State control of fishing vessels;

91. Urges States, individually and through relevant regional fisheries management organizations and
arrangements, to establish mandatory vessel monitoring, control and surveillance systems, in particular to require
that vessel monitoring systems be carried by all vessels fishing on the high seas as soon as practicable, recalling that
in paragraph 62 of resolution 63/112 of 5 December 2008 it urged that large-scale fishing vessels be required to
carry vessel monitoring systems no later than December 2008, and to share information on fisheries enforcement
matters;

92. Calls upon States, individually and through regional fisheries management organizations or
arrangements, to strengthen or establish, consistent with national and international law, positive or negative lists of
vessels fishing within the areas covered by relevant regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements
in order to promote compliance with conservation and management measures and to identify products from illegal,
unreported and unregulated catches, and encourages improved coordination among all States and regional fisheries
management organizations and arrangements in sharing and using this information, taking into account the forms of
cooperation with developing States as set out in article 25 of the Agreement;

93. Encourages the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, in cooperation with States,
regional economic integration organizations, the International Maritime Organization and, as appropriate, regional
fisheries management organizations and arrangements, to expedite efforts to develop and manage a comprehensive
global record of fishing vessels, refrigerated transport vessels and supply vessels, including with a unique vessel
identifier system, using, as a first step, the International Maritime Organization Ship Identification Number Scheme
for fishing vessels of 100 gross tonnage and above, adopted by the Assembly of the International Maritime
Organization in its resolution A.1078 (28) of 4 December 2013;

94.  Welcomes the continued development of the Global Record of Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated Transport
Vessels and Supply Vessels by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, including its efforts to
keep it cost-effective, and encourages States, including through regional fisheries management organizations and
arrangements, to provide the necessary data to the Global Record;

95.  Also welcomes the agreement that the International Maritime Organization ship identification number
should be used as the unique vessel identifier for phase I of the Global Record of Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated
Transport Vessels and Supply Vessels and the fact that several regional fisheries management organizations and
arrangements have made provisions for the International Maritime Organization number to be compulsory in their
convention areas for all eligible vessels, and encourages those regional fisheries management organizations and
arrangements which have not yet done so to do the same;

% Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, document COFI/2014/4.2/Rev.1, appendix I1.
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96. Requests States and relevant international bodies to develop, in accordance with international law, more
effective measures to trace fish and fishery products to enable importing States to identify fish or fishery products
caught in a manner that undermines international conservation and management measures agreed in accordance
with international law, taking into account the special requirements of developing States and the forms of
cooperation with developing States as set out in article 25 of the Agreement, and at the same time to recognize the
importance of market access, in accordance with provisions 11.2.4, 11.2.5 and 11.2.6 of the Code, for fish and
fishery products caught in a manner that is in conformity with such international measures;

97. Requests States to take the necessary measures, consistent with international law, to help to prevent fish
and fishery products caught in a manner that undermines applicable conservation and management measures
adopted in accordance with international law from entering international trade;

98. Encourages States to establish and undertake cooperative surveillance and enforcement activities in
accordance with international law to strengthen and enhance efforts to ensure compliance with conservation and
management measures, and prevent and deter illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing;

99. Urges States, directly and through regional fisheries management organizations or arrangements, to
develop and adopt effective monitoring, control and surveillance measures for trans-shipment, as appropriate, in
particular at-sea trans-shipment, in order to, inter alia, monitor compliance, to collect and verify fisheries data, and to
prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing activities, in accordance with international
law and, in parallel, to encourage and support the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations in
studying the current practices of trans-shipment and produce a set of guidelines for this purpose;

100. Expresses its appreciation for financial contributions from States to improve the capacity of the existing
voluntary International Monitoring, Control and Surveillance Network for Fisheries-related Activities, and
encourages States to join and actively participate in the Network and to consider supporting, when appropriate, its
transformation in accordance with international law into an international unit with dedicated resources to further
assist Network members, taking into account the forms of cooperation with developing States as set out in article 25
of the Agreement;

101. Encourages participation in the fifth Global Fisheries Enforcement Training Workshop, to be held in
Auckland, New Zealand, in March 2016, hosted by the International Monitoring, Control and Surveillance Network
for Fisheries-related Activities, in order to share information, experiences and technologies, foster coordination and
improve skills among enforcement officials;

102. Encourages States, individually and through relevant international bodies, to improve the understanding
of the causes and impacts of forced labour and human trafficking in the fishing and aquaculture industries, including
processing and related industries, and to further consider actions to combat these practices, including raising
awareness of the issue;

VI
Fishing overcapacity

103. Calls upon States to commit themselves to urgently reducing the capacity of the world’s fishing fleets to
levels commensurate with the sustainability of fish stocks, through the establishment of target levels and plans or
other appropriate mechanisms for ongoing capacity assessment, while avoiding the transfer of fishing capacity to
other fisheries or areas in a manner that undermines the sustainable management of fish stocks, including those
areas where fish stocks are overexploited or in a depleted condition, and recognizing in this context the legitimate
rights of developing States to develop their fisheries for straddling fish stocks and highly migratory fish stocks
consistent with article 25 of the Agreement, article 5 of the Code and paragraph 10 of the International Plan of
Action for the Management of Fishing Capacity of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations;

104. Reiterates its call upon States, individually and through regional fisheries management organizations
and arrangements, to ensure that the urgent actions required in the International Plan of Action for the Management
of Fishing Capacity are undertaken expeditiously and that its implementation is facilitated without delay;

105. Invites the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations to report on the state of progress in
the implementation of the International Plan of Action for the Management of Fishing Capacity, as provided for in
paragraph 48 of the Plan of Action;
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106. Calls upon States, individually and, as appropriate, through subregional and regional fisheries
management organizations and arrangements with competence to regulate highly migratory species, urgently to
address global fishing capacity for tunas, inter alia, in a way that recognizes the legitimate rights of developing
States, in particular small island developing States, to participate in and benefit from such fisheries, taking into
account the recommendations of the 2010 Joint Tuna Regional Fisheries Management Organizations International
Workshop on RFMO Management of Tuna Fisheries, held in Brisbane, Australia, and the recommendations of the
2011 third joint meeting of tuna regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements;

107. Encourages those States which are cooperating to establish subregional and regional fisheries
management organizations and arrangements, taking into account the best scientific information available as well as
ecosystem approaches and the precautionary approach, to exercise voluntary restraint of fishing effort levels in those
areas that will come under the regulation of the future organizations and arrangements until adequate regional
conservation and management measures are adopted and implemented, taking into account the need to ensure the
long-term conservation, management and sustainable use of the relevant fish stocks and to prevent significant
adverse impacts on vulnerable marine ecosystems;

108. Urges States to eliminate subsidies that contribute to overfishing and overcapacity and to illegal,
unreported and unregulated fishing, including by accelerating work to complete World Trade Organization
negotiations on fisheries subsidies in accordance with the 2001 Doha Ministerial Declaration™ to clarify and
improve and the 2005 Hong Kong Ministerial Declaration to strengthen disciplines on fisheries subsidies, taking
into account the importance of the fisheries sector to developing countries;

109. Recalls in this regard that in “The future we want”, States reaffirmed their commitment in the
Johannesburg Plan of Implementation to eliminate subsidies that contribute to illegal, unreported and unregulated
fishing and overcapacity, taking into account the importance of that sector to developing countries, reiterated their
commitment to conclude multilateral disciplines on fisheries subsidies that would give effect to the mandates of the
World Trade Organization Doha Development Agenda™ and the Hong Kong Ministerial Declaration to strengthen
disciplines on subsidies in the fisheries sector, including through the prohibition of certain forms of fisheries
subsidies that contribute to overcapacity and overfishing, recognizing that appropriate and effective special and
differential treatment for developing and least developed countries should be an integral part of World Trade
Organization fisheries subsidies negotiation, taking into account the importance of the sector to development
priorities, poverty reduction and livelihood and food security concerns, and encouraged one another to further
improve the transparency and reporting of existing fisheries subsidies programmes through the World Trade
Organization and, given the state of fisheries resources, and without prejudicing the Doha and Hong Kong
ministerial mandates on fisheries subsidies or the need to conclude those negotiations, to eliminate subsidies that
contribute to overcapacity and overfishing and to refrain from introducing new such subsidies or from extending or
enhancing existing ones;

VII
Large-scale pelagic drift-net fishing

110. Expresses concern that, despite the adoption of General Assembly resolution 46/215, the practice of
large-scale pelagic drift-net fishing still exists and remains a threat to living marine resources;

111. Urges States, individually and through regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements,
to adopt effective measures, or strengthen existing measures, to implement and enforce the provisions of resolution
46/215 and subsequent resolutions on large-scale pelagic drift-net fishing in order to eliminate the use of large-scale
pelagic drift nets in all seas and oceans, which means that efforts to implement resolution 46/215 should not result in
the transfer to other parts of the world of drift nets that contravene the resolution;

112. Also urges States, individually and through regional fisheries management organizations and
arrangements, to adopt effective measures, or strengthen existing measures, to implement and enforce the present
global moratorium on the use of large-scale pelagic drift nets on the high seas, and calls upon States to ensure that
vessels flying their flag that are duly authorized to use large-scale drift nets in waters under their national jurisdiction
do not use such gear for fishing while on the high seas;

% A/C.2/56/7, annex.
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VI
Fisheries by-catch and discards

113. Urges States, subregional and regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements and other
relevant international organizations that have not done so to take action, including with consideration of the interests
of developing coastal States and, as appropriate, subsistence fishing communities, to minimize by-catch, as well as
to reduce or eliminate catch by lost or abandoned gear, fish discards and post-harvest losses, including of juvenile
fish, consistent with international law and relevant international instruments, including the Code, and in particular to
consider measures including, as appropriate, technical measures related to fish size, mesh size or gear, discards,
closed seasons and areas and zones reserved for selected fisheries, particularly artisanal fisheries, the establishment
of mechanisms for communicating information on areas of high concentration of juvenile fish, taking into account the
importance of ensuring the confidentiality of such information, and support for studies and research that will minimize
by-catch of juvenile fish, and to ensure that these measures are implemented so as to optimize their effectiveness;

114. Encourages in this regard States, individually or through regional fisheries management organizations
and arrangements, as appropriate, to ensure proper implementation and enforcement of the measures they have
taken with regard to by-catch and discards;

115. Welcomes the commitment of States in “The future we want” to enhance action to manage by-catch,
discards and other adverse ecosystem impacts from fisheries, including by eliminating destructive fishing practices,
consistent with international law, the applicable international instruments and relevant General Assembly resolutions
and guidelines of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations;

116. Calls upon States, either individually, collectively or through regional fisheries management
organizations and arrangements, to further study, develop and adopt effective management measures, taking into
account the best available scientific information on fishing methods, including fish aggregating devices, to minimize
by-catch;

117. Also calls upon States, either individually, collectively or through regional fisheries management
organizations and arrangements, to collect the necessary data in order to evaluate and closely monitor the use of
large-scale fish aggregating devices and other devices, as appropriate, and their effects on tuna resources and tuna
behaviour and associated and dependent species, to improve management procedures to monitor the number, type
and use of such devices and to mitigate possible negative effects on the ecosystem, including on juveniles and the
incidental by-catch of non-target species, particularly sharks and turtles, and notes in this regard the measures
adopted by different regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements;

118. Notes in this regard that some regional fisheries management organizations, including the Inter-
American Tropical Tuna Commission, the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas, the
Indian Ocean Tuna Commission and the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission, have established their
own working groups to assess the use and impact of large-scale fish aggregating devices;

119. Encourages States, individually or through regional fisheries management organizations and
arrangements, to promote, as appropriate, the use of environmentally friendly fish aggregating devices while
ensuring compliance with measures that they have taken relating to such devices;

120. Urgently calls upon States, subregional and regional fisheries management organizations and
arrangements and, where appropriate, other relevant international organizations to develop and implement effective
management measures to reduce the incidence of catch and discards of non-target species, including the utilization
of selective fishing gear, where appropriate, and to take appropriate measures to minimize waste;

121. Calls upon States and subregional and regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements to
adopt or improve measures to assess the impact of their fisheries on species caught as by-catch and to improve the
comprehensiveness and accuracy of information and reporting on incidental catch of species caught as by-catch,
including through adequate observer coverage and the use of modern technologies, and to provide assistance to
developing States to meet data-collection and reporting obligations;

122. Requests States and regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements, as appropriate, to
strengthen or establish data-collection programmes to obtain reliable species-specific estimates of shark, marine
turtle, fin-fish, marine mammal and seabird by-catch, and to promote further research on selective fishing gear and
practices and on the use of appropriate by-catch mitigation measures;
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123. Encourages States and regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements to coordinate in
the development and implementation of clear and standardized by-catch data-collection and reporting protocols for
non-target species, in particular endangered, threatened and protected species, taking into account best-practice
advice from appropriate international organizations and arrangements, including the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations and the Agreement on the Conservation of Albatrosses and Petrels;”"

124. Encourages States and entities referred to in the Convention and in article 1, paragraph 2 (b), of the
Agreement to give due consideration to participation, as appropriate, in subregional and regional instruments and
organizations with mandates to conserve non-target species taken incidentally in fishing operations;

125. Encourages States to strengthen, if necessary, the capacity of those subregional and regional fisheries
management organizations and arrangements in which they participate to ensure the adequate conservation of non-
target species taken incidentally in fishing operations, taking into consideration best practices for non-target species
management, and to expedite their ongoing efforts in this regard,;

126. Requests States and regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements urgently to
implement, as appropriate, the measures recommended in the 2004 Guidelines to Reduce Sea Turtle Mortality in
Fishing Operations and the International Plan of Action for Reducing Incidental Catch of Seabirds in Longline
Fisheries of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations in order to prevent the decline of sea
turtles and seabird populations by minimizing by-catch and increasing post-release survival in their fisheries,
including through research and development of gear and bait alternatives, promoting the use of available by-catch
mitigation technology, and establishing and strengthening data-collection programmes to obtain standardized
information to develop reliable estimates of the by-catch of these species;

127. Urges States, individually or through regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements, to
implement the International Guidelines on Bycatch Management and Reduction of Discards of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations;

128. Requests States and regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements to continue to take
urgent action to reduce the by-catch of seabirds, including albatrosses and petrels, in fisheries by adopting and
implementing conservation measures consistent with the 2009 best practices technical guidelines of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations to support implementation of the International Plan of Action for
Reducing Incidental Catch of Seabirds in Longline Fisheries and taking into account the work of the Agreement on
the Conservation of Albatrosses and Petrels and of organizations such as the Commission for the Conservation of
Antarctic Marine Living Resources;

IX
Subregional and regional cooperation

129. Urges coastal States and States fishing on the high seas, in accordance with the Convention, the
Agreement and other relevant instruments, to pursue cooperation in relation to straddling fish stocks and highly
migratory fish stocks, either directly or through appropriate subregional or regional fisheries management
organizations or arrangements, to ensure the effective conservation and management of such stocks;

130. Urges States fishing for straddling fish stocks and highly migratory fish stocks on the high seas, and
relevant coastal States, where a subregional or regional fisheries management organization or arrangement has the
competence to establish conservation and management measures for such stocks, to give effect to their duty to
cooperate by becoming members of such an organization or participants in such an arrangement, or by agreeing to
apply the conservation and management measures established by such an organization or arrangement, or to
otherwise ensure that no vessel flying their flag is authorized to access the fisheries resources to which regional
fisheries management organizations and arrangements or conservation and management measures established by
such organizations or arrangements apply;

! United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2258, No. 40228.
%2 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, document FIRO/R957 (En), appendix E.
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131. Invites, in this regard, subregional and regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements to
ensure that all States having a real interest in the fisheries concerned may become members of such organizations or
participants in such arrangements, in accordance with the Convention, the Agreement and the Code;

132. Encourages relevant coastal States and States fishing on the high seas for a straddling fish stock or a
highly migratory fish stock, where there is no subregional or regional fisheries management organization or
arrangement to establish conservation and management measures for such stocks, to cooperate to establish such an
organization or enter into another appropriate arrangement to ensure the conservation and management of such
stocks, and to participate in the work of the organization or arrangement;

133. Welcomes in this regard the convening of the second regional consultation on regional cooperation for
sustainable fisheries and aquaculture in the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden, in Cairo, from 22 to 24 June 2014;

134. Urges signatory States and other States whose vessels fish within the area of the Convention on the
Conservation and Management of Fishery Resources in the South-East Atlantic Ocean” for fishery resources
covered by that Convention to become parties to that Convention as a matter of priority and, in the interim, to ensure
that vessels flying their flags fully comply with the measures adopted,;

135. Encourages further ratifications of, accessions to, acceptances and approvals of the Southern Indian
Ocean Fisheries Agreement;”*

136. Also encourages further ratifications of, accessions to, acceptances and approvals of the Convention on
the Conservation and Management of High Seas Fishery Resources in the South Pacific Ocean;

137. Welcomes the entry into force on 19 July 2015 of the Convention on the Conservation and Management
of High Seas Fisheries Resources in the North Pacific Ocean, and encourages further ratifications, accessions,
acceptances and approvals of that Convention;

138. Encourages States that participated in the negotiation of the Convention on the Conservation and
Management of High Seas Fisheries Resources in the North Pacific Ocean to fully implement interim voluntary
measures adopted in accordance with paragraphs 80 and 83 to 87 of resolution 61/105 and paragraphs 117, 119,
120, 122 and 123 of resolution 64/72;

139. Welcomes the endorsement of the Agreement for the establishment of the General Fisheries Commission
for the Mediterranean, as amended, by the Commission at its thirty-eighth session, held in Rome from 19 to 24 May
2014, and urges those Contracting Parties to the Commission that need to accept the amended Agreement to do so
with a view to its early entry into force;

140. Notes the ongoing efforts of the members of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission to strengthen the
functioning of the Commission so that it can more effectively discharge its mandate, and invites the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations to provide members of the Commission with the necessary
assistance to this end;

141. Encourages signatory States and States having a real interest to become parties to the Convention for the
Strengthening of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission Established by the 1949 Convention between the
United States of America and the Republic of Costa Rica;

142. Urges the Contracting Parties to the Convention on Future Multilateral Cooperation in the Northwest
Atlantic Fisheries” that have not yet done so to approve the 2007 Amendment to that Convention with a view to its
early entry into effect;

143. Urges further efforts by regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements, as a matter of
priority, in accordance with international law, to strengthen and modernize their mandates and the measures adopted
by such organizations or arrangements, and to implement modern approaches to fisheries management, as reflected
in the Agreement and other relevant international instruments, relying on the best scientific information available

%3 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2221, No. 39489.
%4 Ibid., vol. 2835, No. 49647.
% Ibid., vol. 1135, No. 17799.
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and application of the precautionary approach and incorporating an ecosystem approach to fisheries management
and biodiversity considerations, including the conservation and management of ecologically related and dependent
species and protection of their habitats, where these aspects are lacking, to ensure that they effectively contribute to
long-term conservation and management and sustainable use of living marine resources, and welcomes those
regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements that have taken steps in this direction;

144. Calls upon regional fisheries management organizations with the competence to conserve and manage
highly migratory fish stocks that have not yet adopted effective conservation and management measures in line with
the best scientific information available to conserve and manage stocks falling under their mandate to do so
urgently;

145. Urges States to strengthen and enhance cooperation among existing and developing regional fisheries
management organizations and arrangements in which they participate, including increased communication and
further coordination of measures, such as through the holding of joint consultations, and to strengthen integration,
coordination and cooperation by such regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements with other
relevant fisheries organizations, regional seas arrangements and other relevant international organizations;

146. Urges the five regional fisheries management organizations with competence to manage highly
migratory species to continue to take measures to implement the Course of Actions adopted at the second joint
meeting of tuna regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements and to consider the
recommendations of the third joint meeting of tuna regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements;

147. Invites States and regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements with competence to
manage straddling fish stocks to share experiences and good practices, for example by considering organizing joint
meetings, where appropriate;

148. Urges regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements to improve transparency and to
ensure that their decision-making processes are fair and transparent, rely on the best scientific information available,
incorporate the precautionary approach and ecosystem approaches, and address participatory rights, including
through, inter alia, the development of transparent criteria for allocating fishing opportunities which reflects, where
appropriate, the relevant provisions of the Agreement, taking due account, inter alia, of the status of the relevant
stocks and the respective interests in the fishery;

149. Welcomes the fact that a number of regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements have
completed performance reviews, and encourages the implementation, as appropriate, of the recommendations of
their respective reviews as a matter of priority;

150. Urges States, through their participation in regional fisheries management organizations and
arrangements that have not done so, to undertake, on an urgent basis, performance reviews of those regional
fisheries management organizations and arrangements, initiated either by the organization or arrangement itself or
with external partners, including in cooperation with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations,
using transparent criteria based on the provisions of the Agreement and other relevant instruments, and taking into
account the best practices of regional fisheries management organizations or arrangements and, as appropriate, any
set of criteria developed by States or other regional fisheries management organizations or arrangements, and
encourages that such performance reviews include some element of independent evaluation and propose means for
improving the functioning of the regional fisheries management organization or arrangement, as appropriate;

151. Calls upon States, through their participation in regional fisheries management organizations and
arrangements, to undertake performance reviews of those regional fisheries management organizations and
arrangements on a regular basis, and to make the results publicly available, to implement the recommendations of
such reviews and to strengthen the comprehensiveness of those reviews over time, as necessary;

152. Recalls that in “The future we want”, States recognized the need for transparency and accountability in
fisheries management by regional fisheries management organizations and the efforts already made by those
regional fisheries management organizations that had undertaken independent performance reviews, called upon all
regional fisheries management organizations to regularly undertake such reviews and make the results publicly
available, encouraged implementation of the recommendations of such reviews and recommended that the
comprehensiveness of those reviews be strengthened over time, as necessary;
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153. Urges States to cooperate, taking into account those performance reviews, to develop best-practice
guidelines for regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements and to apply, to the extent possible,
those guidelines to organizations and arrangements in which they participate;

154. Encourages the development of regional guidelines for States to use in establishing sanctions for non-
compliance by vessels flying their flag and by their nationals, to be applied in accordance with national law, that are
adequate in severity for effectively securing compliance, deterring further violations and depriving offenders of the
benefits deriving from their illegal activities, as well as in evaluating their systems of sanctions to ensure that they
are effective in securing compliance and deterring violations;

155. Recognizes the importance of ensuring transparency of reporting of fishing activities within regional
fisheries management organizations and arrangements in order to facilitate efforts to combat illegal, unreported and
unregulated fishing, as well as the importance of respecting the reporting obligations within those organizations and
arrangements, notes in this regard the measures adopted by the International Commission for the Conservation of
Atlantic Tunas’® and the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission,’ and encourages other regional fisheries management
organizations and arrangements to consider establishing similar measures;

X
Responsible fisheries in the marine ecosystem

156. Urges States, individually or through regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements, to
enhance their efforts to apply an ecosystem approach to fisheries, taking into account paragraph 30 (d) of the
Johannesburg Plan of Implementation;

157. Encourages States, individually or through regional fisheries management organizations and
arrangements and other relevant international organizations, to work to ensure that fisheries and other ecosystem
data collection is performed in a coordinated and integrated manner, facilitating incorporation into global
observation initiatives, where appropriate;

158. Calls upon States and regional fisheries management organizations or arrangements, working in
cooperation with other relevant organizations, including the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations, the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission and the World Meteorological Organization, to adopt,
as appropriate, measures to protect ocean data buoy systems moored in areas beyond national jurisdiction from
actions that impair their operation;

159. Encourages States to increase scientific research on the marine ecosystem in accordance with
international law;

160. Calls upon States, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and other specialized
agencies, subregional and regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements, where appropriate, and
other appropriate intergovernmental bodies to cooperate in achieving sustainable aquaculture, including through
information exchange, developing equivalent standards on such issues as aquatic animal health and human health
and safety concerns, assessing the potential positive and negative impacts of aquaculture, including socioeconomics,
on the marine and coastal environment, including biodiversity, and adopting relevant methods and techniques to
minimize and mitigate adverse effects, and in this regard encourages the implementation of the 2007 Strategy and
Outline Plan for Improving Information on Status and Trends of Aquaculture of the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations, as a framework for the improvement and understanding of aquaculture status
and trends;

161. Calls upon States to take action immediately, individually and through regional fisheries management
organizations and arrangements, and consistent with the precautionary approach and ecosystem approaches, to
continue to implement the 2008 International Guidelines for the Management of Deep-sea Fisheries in the High
Seas of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (the Guidelines) in order to sustainably

% International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas, recommendation 11-16.
%7 Indian Ocean Tuna Commission, resolutions 12/07 and 13/07.
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manage fish stocks and protect vulnerable marine ecosystems, including seamounts, hydrothermal vents and cold
water corals, from destructive fishing practices, recognizing the immense importance and value of deep-sea
ecosystems and the biodiversity they contain;

162. Recalls that in “The future we want”, States committed to enhance actions to protect vulnerable marine
ecosystems from significant adverse impacts, including through the effective use of impact assessments, consistent
with international law, the applicable international instruments and relevant General Assembly resolutions and
guidelines of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations;

163. Reaffirms the importance of paragraphs 80 to 90 of resolution 61/105, paragraphs 113 to 127 of
resolution 64/72 and paragraphs 121 to 136 of resolution 66/68 of 6 December 2011 addressing the impacts of
bottom fishing on vulnerable marine ecosystems and the long-term sustainability of deep-sea fish stocks and the
actions called for in those resolutions, and emphasizes the need for full implementation by all States and relevant
regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements of their commitments under those paragraphs on an
urgent basis;

164. Recalls that nothing in the paragraphs of resolutions 61/105, 64/72 and 66/68 addressing the impacts of
bottom fishing on vulnerable marine ecosystems prejudices the sovereign rights of coastal States over their
continental shelf or the exercise of the jurisdiction of coastal States with respect to their continental shelf under
international law as reflected in the Convention, in particular article 77 thereof;

165. Notes in this regard the adoption by coastal States of conservation measures regarding their continental
shelf to address the impacts of bottom fishing on vulnerable marine ecosystems, as well as their efforts to ensure
compliance with those measures;

166. Welcomes the important progress made by States, regional fisheries management organizations and
arrangements and those States participating in negotiations in establishing a regional fisheries management
organization or arrangement competent to regulate bottom fisheries to implement paragraphs 80 and 83 to 87 of
resolution 61/105, paragraphs 113, 117 and 119 to 124 of resolution 64/72 and paragraphs 121, 126, 129, 130 and
132 to 134 of resolution 66/68 and address the impacts of bottom fishing on vulnerable marine ecosystems;

167. Urges States and regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements to ensure that their
actions in sustainably managing deep-sea fisheries and implementing paragraphs 80 and 83 to 87 of resolution
61/105, paragraphs 113 and 119 to 124 of resolution 64/72 and paragraphs 121, 129, 130 and 132 to 134 of
resolution 66/68 are consistent with the Guidelines;

168. Welcomes the substantial ongoing work of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
related to the management of deep-sea fisheries in the high seas and the protection of vulnerable marine ecosystems,
affirms the importance of the work undertaken pursuant to paragraphs 135 and 136 of resolution 66/68, notes in
particular the support provided by that Organization to States in implementing the Guidelines, and welcomes the
launch of the Vulnerable Marine Ecosystems database in December 2014;

169. Recalls its decision in paragraph 162 of resolution 69/109 to conduct in 2016 a further review of the actions
taken by States and regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements in response to paragraphs 113, 117
and 119 to 124 of resolution 64/72 and paragraphs 121, 126, 129, 130 and 132 to 134 of resolution 66/68, with a view
to ensuring effective implementation of the measures therein and to make further recommendations, where necessary,
and also recalls the value of preceding such a review with a two-day workshop as in 2011;

170. Requests the Secretary-General to convene, with full conference services, without prejudice to future
arrangements, a two-day workshop on 1 and 2 August 2016 in order to discuss implementation of paragraphs 113,
117 and 119 to 124 of resolution 64/72 and paragraphs 121, 126, 129, 130 and 132 to 134 of resolution 66/68, and to
invite States, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and other relevant specialized agencies,
funds and programmes, subregional and regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements, other
fisheries bodies, other relevant intergovernmental bodies and relevant non-governmental organizations and relevant
stakeholders, in accordance with United Nations practice, to attend the workshop;

171. Recalls its request in paragraph 164 of resolution 69/109 to the Secretary-General to prepare a report
similar in scope, length and detail to his report to the General Assembly at its sixty-sixth session,” in cooperation

% A/66/307.
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with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and with the assistance of an expert consultant to
be hired by the Division to provide information and analysis on relevant technical and scientific issues to be covered
in the report, for consideration by the Assembly at its seventy-first session, on the actions taken by States and
regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements in response to paragraphs 113, 117 and 119 to 124
of resolution 64/72 and paragraphs 121, 126, 129, 130 and 132 to 134 of resolution 66/68, and invites States and
regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements to consider making such information publicly
available;

172. Encourages accelerated progress to establish criteria on the objectives and management of marine
protected areas for fisheries purposes, and in this regard welcomes the development by the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations of technical guidelines on marine protected areas and fisheries, and urges
coordination and cooperation among all relevant international organizations and bodies;

173. Urges all States to implement the 1995 Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine
Environment from Land-based Activities” and to accelerate activity to safeguard the marine ecosystem, including
fish stocks, against pollution and physical degradation, taking into account the increase in oceanic dead zones;

174. Acknowledges the serious environmental impacts on the marine environment caused by abandoned, lost
or otherwise discarded fishing gear, and encourages States and regional fisheries management organizations and
arrangements, as appropriate, to take action to reduce such gear, noting the recommendations of the 2009 report by
the United Nations Environment Programme and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations;

175. Reaffirms the importance it attaches to paragraphs 77 to 81 of resolution 60/31 of 29 November 2005
concerning the issue of lost, abandoned or discarded fishing gear and related marine debris and the adverse impacts
such debris and derelict fishing gear have on, inter alia, fish stocks, habitats and other marine species, and urges
accelerated progress by States and regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements in implementing
those paragraphs of the resolution;

176. Encourages further studies, including by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations,
on the impacts of underwater noise on fish stocks and fishing catch rates, as well as associated socioeconomic
effects;

177. Calls upon States, including through regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements, to
play an active role in global efforts to conserve and sustainably use living marine resources, so as to contribute to
marine biological diversity;

178. Encourages States, either individually or through regional fisheries management organizations and
arrangements, as appropriate, to identify any spawning and nursery areas for fish stocks under their jurisdiction or
competence and, where required, to adopt science-based measures to conserve such stocks during these critical
life stages;

179. Expresses concern about the recent massive influx of sargassum seaweed into the waters of the
Caribbean and its impact on aquatic resources, fisheries, shorelines, waterways and tourism, and encourages States
and relevant regional organizations to cooperate to better understand the causes and impacts of the influx, with a
view to protecting the livelihoods of fishers and fishing communities and finding ways of beneficially utilizing the
seaweed and environmentally friendly ways of disposing of sargassum washed up on shore;

180. Recognizes the wide range of impacts of ocean acidification on marine ecosystems, and calls upon States
to tackle the causes of ocean acidification and to further study its impacts;

181. Emphasizes the importance of developing adaptive marine resource management strategies and
enhancing capacity-building to implement such strategies in order to enhance the resilience of marine ecosystems to
minimize the wide range of impacts on marine organisms and threats to food security caused by ocean acidification,
in particular the impacts on the ability of calciferous plankton, coral reefs, shellfish and crustaceans to build shells
and skeletal structures and the threats this could pose to protein supply;

% A/51/116, annex I1.
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XI
Capacity-building

182. Reiterates the crucial importance of cooperation by States directly or, as appropriate, through the
relevant subregional and regional organizations, and by other international organizations, including the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations through its FishCode programme, including through financial
and/or technical assistance, in accordance with the Agreement, the Compliance Agreement, the Code and its
associated international plans of action, to increase the capacity of developing States to achieve the goals and
implement the actions called for in the present resolution;

183. Welcomes the ongoing work of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations in
developing guidance on, and assisting in the implementation of, the strategies and measures required for the creation
of an enabling environment for sustainable small-scale fisheries, and encourages studies for creating possible
alternative livelihoods for coastal communities;

184. Recalls that in “The future we want”, States recognized the importance of building the capacity of
developing countries to be able to benefit from the conservation and sustainable use of the oceans and seas and their
resources, and in this regard emphasized the need for cooperation in marine scientific research to implement the
provisions of the Convention and the outcomes of the major summits on sustainable development, as well as for the
transfer of technology, taking into account the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission Criteria and
Guidelines on the Transfer of Marine Technology;

185. Also recalls that in “The future we want”, States urged the identification and mainstreaming by 2014 of
strategies that further assist developing countries, in particular the least developed countries and small island
developing States, in developing their national capacity to conserve, sustainably manage and realize the benefits of
sustainable fisheries, including through improved market access for fish products from developing countries;

186. Encourages increased capacity-building and technical assistance by States, international financial
institutions and relevant intergovernmental organizations and bodies for fishers, in particular small-scale fishers, in
developing countries, and in particular small island developing States, consistent with environmental sustainability,
in recognition of the fact that food security and livelihoods may depend on fisheries;

187. Encourages States to cooperate closely, directly or through the United Nations system, including the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, with a view to enhancing capacity-building of developing
States, including coastal States, in particular small island developing States, in the field of fisheries and aquaculture
through education and training;

188. Recognizes, in this regard, the work of the United Nations University Fisheries Training Programme in
Iceland and its contribution to training for developing States, in particular small island developing States, and
emphasizes the need for the continuation and strengthening of this training for developing States;

189. Encourages the international community to enhance the opportunities for sustainable development in
developing countries, in particular the least developed countries, small island developing States and coastal African
States, by encouraging greater participation of those States in authorized fisheries activities being undertaken within
areas under their national jurisdiction, in accordance with the Convention, by distant-water fishing nations in order
to achieve better economic returns for developing countries from their fisheries resources within areas under their
national jurisdiction and an enhanced role in regional fisheries management, as well as by enhancing the ability of
developing countries to develop their own fisheries, as well as to participate in high seas fisheries, including access
to such fisheries, in conformity with international law, in particular the Convention and the Agreement, and taking
into account article 5 of the Code;

190. Requests distant-water fishing nations, when negotiating access agreements and arrangements with
developing coastal States, to do so on an equitable and sustainable basis and to take into account their legitimate
expectation to fully benefit from the sustainable use of the natural resources of their exclusive economic zones, to
ensure that vessels flying their flag comply with the laws and regulations of the developing coastal States adopted in
accordance with international law and to give greater attention to fish processing and fish-processing facilities
within the national jurisdiction of the developing coastal State to assist the realization of the benefits from the
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development of fisheries resources and also to the transfer of technology and assistance for monitoring, control and
surveillance and compliance and enforcement within areas under the national jurisdiction of the developing coastal
State providing fisheries access, taking into account the forms of cooperation set out in article 25 of the Agreement
and article 5 of the Code;

191. Encourages States, individually and through regional fisheries management organizations and
arrangements, to provide greater assistance and to promote coherence in such assistance for developing States in
designing, establishing and implementing relevant agreements, instruments and tools for the conservation and
sustainable management of fish stocks, including in designing and strengthening their domestic regulatory fisheries
policies and those of regional fisheries management organizations or arrangements in their regions, and the
enhancement of research and scientific capabilities through existing funds, such as the Assistance Fund under
Part VII of the Agreement, bilateral assistance, regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements
assistance funds, the FishCode programme, the World Bank’s global programme on fisheries and the Global
Environment Facility;

192. Encourages States to provide technical and financial support to developing countries to address their
special requirements and challenges in implementing the Guidelines;

193. Calls upon States to promote, through continuing dialogue and the assistance and cooperation provided
in accordance with articles 24 to 26 of the Agreement, further ratifications of or accessions to the Agreement by
seeking to address, inter alia, the issue of lack of capacity and resources that might stand in the way of developing
States becoming parties;

194. Notes with appreciation the compilation, prepared by the Secretariat and available on the website of the
Division, of the needs of developing States for capacity-building and assistance in the conservation and
management of straddling fish stocks and highly migratory fish stocks and the sources of available assistance for
developing States to address such needs;

195. Encourages States, regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements and other relevant
bodies to assist developing States in the implementation of the actions called for in paragraphs 80 and 83 to 87 of
resolution 61/105, paragraphs 113, 117 and 119 to 124 of resolution 64/72 and paragraphs 121, 126, 129, 130 and
132 to 134 of resolution 66/68;

196. Urges States and regional economic integration organizations, individually and through regional
fisheries management organizations and arrangements, to mainstream efforts to assist developing States, in
particular the least developed and small island developing States, with other relevant international development
strategies with a view to enhancing international coordination to enable them to develop their national capacity to
exploit fishery resources, consistent with the duty to ensure the conservation and management of those resources,
and in this regard requests the Secretary-General to fully mobilize and coordinate the agencies, funds and
programmes of the United Nations system, including at the level of the regional economic commissions, within
their respective mandates;

197. Requests States and regional fisheries management organizations to develop strategies to further assist
developing States, in particular the least developed and small island developing States, in fully realizing the benefits
from the catch of straddling fish stocks and highly migratory fish stocks and in strengthening regional efforts to
sustainably conserve and manage such stocks, and, in this regard, to make available such information;

Xl
Cooperation within the United Nations system

198. Requests the relevant parts of the United Nations system, international financial institutions and donor
agencies to support increased enforcement and compliance capabilities for regional fisheries management
organizations and their member States;

199. Invites the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations to continue its cooperative
arrangements with United Nations agencies on the implementation of the international plans of action and to report
to the Secretary-General, for inclusion in his annual report on sustainable fisheries, on priorities for cooperation and
coordination in this work;

83
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X1

Activities of the Division for Ocean Affairs
and the Law of the Sea

200. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General for the activities of the Division, which reflect the
high standard of assistance provided to Member States by the Division;

201. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to carry out the responsibilities and functions entrusted to
him by the Convention, the Agreement and the related resolutions of the General Assembly and to ensure the
allocation of appropriate resources to the Division for the performance of its activities under the approved budget for
the Organization;

XV
Seventy-first session of the General Assembly

202. Requests the Secretary-General to bring the present resolution to the attention of all States, relevant
intergovernmental organizations, the organizations and bodies of the United Nations system, subregional and
regional fisheries management organizations and relevant non-governmental organizations, and, in connection with
the report requested in paragraph 164 of resolution 69/109, recalls its request to the Secretary-General to invite
States and regional economic integration organizations and regional fisheries management organizations and
arrangements to submit detailed information to the Secretary-General in a timely manner on actions taken pursuant
to paragraphs 113, 117 and 119 to 124 of resolution 64/72 and paragraphs 121, 126, 129, 130 and 132 to 134 of
resolution 66/68, to facilitate a further review of such actions;

203. Notes the desire to further improve the efficiency of and the effective participation of delegations in the
informal consultations concerning the annual General Assembly resolution on sustainable fisheries, decides that the
informal consultations on this resolution will be held in a single round of consultations in November for a period of
seven days, and invites States to submit proposals for inclusion in the text of the resolution to the Coordinator of the
informal consultations no later than five weeks before the start of the consultations;

204. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its seventy-first session, under the item entitled “Oceans
and the law of the sea”, the sub-item entitled “Sustainable fisheries, including through the 1995 Agreement for the
Implementation of the Provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982
relating to the Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks, and
related instruments”, and to consider the possibility of including this sub-item in future provisional agendas on a
biennial basis.

RESOLUTION 70/76

Adopted at the 70th plenary meeting, on 9 December 2015, without a vote, on the basis of draft resolution A/70/L.28 and
Add.1, sponsored by: Albania, Argentina, Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belize, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada, China, Congo, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Estonia, Ethiopia, Finland, Gambia, Georgia, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Honduras, Hungary,
Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Italy, Lebanon, Lesotho, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Mali, Malta,
Mexico, Micronesia (Federated States of), Myanmar, Nigeria, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic
of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Samoa, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, SriLanka,
Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Tunisia, Turkey,
Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Viet Nam

70/76. Return or restitution of cultural property to the countries of origin
The General Assembly,
Reaffirming the relevant provisions of the Charter of the United Nations,

Recalling its resolutions 3026 A (XXVII) of 18 December 1972, 3148 (XXVIII) of 14 December 1973,
3187 (XXVIII) of 18 December 1973, 3391 (XXX) of 19 November 1975, 31/40 of 30 November 1976, 32/18 of
11 November 1977, 33/50 of 14 December 1978, 34/64 of 29 November 1979, 35/127 and 35/128 of 11 December
1980, 36/64 of 27 November 1981, 38/34 of 25 November 1983, 40/19 of 21 November 1985, 42/7 of 22 October
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1987, 44/18 of 6 November 1989, 46/10 of 22 October 1991, 48/15 of 2 November 1993, 50/56 of 11 December
1995, 52/24 of 25 November 1997, 54/190 of 17 December 1999, 56/97 of 14 December 2001, 58/17 of
3 December 2003, 61/52 of 4 December 2006, 64/78 of 7 December 2009 and 67/80 of 12 December 2012,

Recalling also the 1970 Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and
Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property,'® the 1995 UNIDROIT Convention on Stolen or Illegally Exported
Cultural Objects,'”" the 1954 Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict'*
and the two Protocols thereto,'” the 1972 Convention for the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural
Heritage,'* the 2001 Convention on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage,'® the 2003 Convention for
the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage'*® and the 2005 Convention on the Protection and Promotion of
the Diversity of Cultural Expressions,'”’

Appreciating the positive results of the second meeting of States parties to the 1970 Convention on the Means
of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property, in June
2012, which adopted rules of procedure of the meeting of States parties that, inter alia, stipulate that the meeting of
States parties shall be convened every two years, and also established a subsidiary committee, which will be
convened every year,

Welcoming the positive results of the third meeting of States parties to the 1970 Convention on the Means of
Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property, in May 2015,
and, in particular, the adoption of the operational guidelines for the implementation of the Convention,

Noting the adoption of the United Nations Convention on Jurisdictional Immunities of States and Their
Property on 2 December 2004,' as it might apply to cultural property,

Recalling the adoption by the General Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization on 17 October 2003 of the Declaration concerning the Intentional Destruction of Cultural Heritage,'*

Noting the adoption by the General Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization on 17 November 2015 of the Recommendation concerning the preservation of, and access to,
documentary heritage including in digital form,

Noting also the adoption of the Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity and the Action Plan for its
implementation by the General Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
on 2 November 2001, 10

Recalling that the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development''! includes, inter alia, a pledge to foster inter-
cultural understanding, tolerance, mutual respect and an ethic of global citizenship and shared responsibility, an
acknowledgement of the natural and cultural diversity of the world and a recognition that all cultures and
civilizations can contribute to, and are crucial enablers of, sustainable development, as well as targets related to the
protection and restitution of cultural property,

1% United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 823, No. 11806.
" Ibid., vol. 2421, No. 43718.

12 Ibid., vol. 249, No. 3511.

1 Ibid., vols. 249 and 2253, No. 3511.

1% Ibid., vol. 1037, No. 15511.

1% Ibid., vol. 2562, No. 45694.

1% Ibid., vol. 2368, No. 42671.

17 Ibid., vol. 2440, No. 43977.

1% Resolution 59/38, annex.

1% United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, Records of the General Conference, Thirty-second Session, Paris,
29 September—17 October 2003, vol. 1, Resolutions, sect. IV, resolution 33, annex.

"% United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, Records of the General Conference, Thirty-first Session, Paris,
15 October-3 November 2001, vol. 1 and corrigendum, Resolutions, sect. V, resolution 25, annexes I and II.

" Resolution 70/1.
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Recalling also its resolution 69/196 of 18 December 2014, by which it adopted the International Guidelines
for Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Responses with Respect to Trafficking in Cultural Property and Other
Related Offences,

Recalling further the Doha Declaration on Integrating Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice into the Wider
United Nations Agenda to Address Social and Economic Challenges and to Promote the Rule of Law at the
National and International Levels, and Public Participation, adopted on 19 April 2015, and noting the
commitment expressed by Member States therein to strengthen and implement comprehensive crime prevention
and criminal justice responses to illicit trafficking in cultural property for the purpose of providing the widest
possible international cooperation to address such crime, to review and strengthen domestic legislation to counter
trafficking in cultural property, where appropriate, in accordance with their commitments under international
instruments, and to continue to gather and share information and statistical data on trafficking in cultural property, in
particular on trafficking that involves organized criminal groups and terrorist organizations,

Welcoming the report of the Secretary-General submitted in cooperation with the Director General of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,1 13

Aware of the importance attached by the countries of origin to the return of cultural property that is of
fundamental spiritual, historical and cultural value to them, so that they may constitute collections representative of
their cultural heritage,

Commending Member States, cultural and educational institutions, museums and civil society for their efforts
to combat the illicit trade in cultural property, and welcoming all initiatives, whether by States, institutions or private
persons, for the voluntary return of cultural property that has been illicitly appropriated,

Expressing deep concern about the continuing illicit traffic in cultural property and its damage to the cultural
heritage of nations,

Expressing deep concern also that cultural property, including religious sites and objects, is increasingly
targeted by terrorist attacks, often resulting in damage, theft or complete destruction, and condemning such attacks,

Expressing deep concern further about the loss, destruction, theft, pillage, illicit removal or misappropriation
of cultural property from archaeological sites, museums, libraries, archives and other sites and any acts of vandalism
or damage directed against cultural property, in particular in areas of armed conflict, including territories that are
occupied, whether such armed conflicts are international or non-international,

Reaffirming, in this regard, the necessity of strengthened international cooperation in preventing and
combating all aspects of trafficking in cultural property, which is particularly at risk in the Middle East, and noting
that such cultural property is often transferred either through illicit markets worldwide or through licit markets such
as auctions, including through the Internet,

Recalling its resolution 69/281 of 28 May 20135, entitled “Saving the cultural heritage of Iraq”,

Recalling also Security Council resolution 1483 (2003) of 22 May 2003, in particular paragraph 7, relating to
the restitution of the cultural property of Iraq, and Council resolution 2056 (2012) of 5 July 2012 on the situation
in Mali,

Recalling further Security Council resolution 2199 (2015) of 12 February 2015, in particular paragraphs 15
to 17 thereof,

1. Recognizes the leading role of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization in
combating trafficking in cultural property, including its specific mandate within the context of Security Council
resolution 2199 (2015), and encourages the Organization to continue to strengthen cooperation and synergies in this
field with other international bodies, including the International Criminal Police Organization (INTERPOL) and the
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime;

"2 Adopted by the Thirteenth United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice (see A/CONF.222/17).
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2. Commends the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and the
Intergovernmental Committee for Promoting the Return of Cultural Property to its Countries of Origin or its
Restitution in Case of Illicit Appropriation on the work they have accomplished, in particular through the promotion
of bilateral negotiations, for the return or restitution of cultural property, the preparation of inventories of movable
cultural property and the implementation of the Object-ID standard related thereto, as well as for the reduction of
illicit traffic in cultural property and the dissemination of information and tools to the public, institutions, Member
States and others, and encourages the continuation of such endeavours;

3. Commends the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization on the launch of its
international awareness-raising and training campaigns for museum experts, police forces, customs services and
legal experts from Member States in the groups of African, Asia-Pacific, Eastern European, Latin America and
Caribbean, and Western European and other States, from 2012 to 2015, aimed at preventing the illicit import, export
and transfer of ownership of cultural property by providing the legal and operational knowledge and directly
applicable skills to strengthen the protection of cultural property;

4.  Also commends the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization on the launch of
the Unite for Heritage campaign to raise the awareness of young people regarding the value of cultural heritage and
the necessity to protect it, and calls upon Member States to promote and support such campaigns;

5. Calls upon all relevant bodies, agencies, funds and programmes of the United Nations system and other
relevant intergovernmental organizations to work in coordination with the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization, within their mandates and in cooperation with Member States, in order to continue to
address the issue of return or restitution of cultural property to the countries of origin and to provide appropriate
support accordingly;

6.  Reaffirms the importance of the 1970 Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit
Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property,'® the 1995 UNIDROIT Convention on Stolen or
Tlegally Exported Cultural Objects,”" the 1954 Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of
Armed Conflict'® and the two Protocols thereto,'® the 1972 Convention for the Protection of the World Cultural
and Natural Heritage,'™ the 2001 Convention on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage,'” the 2003
Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage'® and the 2005 Convention on the Protection
and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions,'”” and invites Member States that have not already done so
to consider becoming parties to the aforementioned conventions and protocols that specifically address the return
and restitution of cultural property to the countries of origin;

7. Takes note of the declarations and recommendations of the international forums on the return of cultural
property, held in Seoul in July 2011 and October 2012, in Olympia, Greece, in October 2013, in Dunhuang, China,
in September 2014 and in Nevsehir, Turkey, in October 2015;

8. Notes with appreciation the conference to celebrate the twentieth anniversary of the 1995 UNIDROIT
Convention on Stolen or Illegally Exported Cultural Objects, held in Rome on 8 May 2015;

9. Welcomes the decision of the second meeting of States parties to the 1970 Convention on the Means of
Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property, which adopted
the rules of procedure of the meeting of States parties, by which, inter alia, it was decided that the meeting of States
parties should be convened every two years, and which established a subsidiary committee that is convened every
year in order to, inter alia, promote the purposes of the Convention, review national reports and prepare and submit
to the meeting of States parties recommendations and guidelines that can help in the implementation of the
Convention and identify problems arising from its implementation;

10. Recognizes the importance of the United Nations Convention on Jurisdictional Immunities of States and
Their Property,108 notes that the Convention has still not entered into force, and invites Member States that have not
already done so to consider becoming parties to the Convention;

11. Deplores damage to the cultural heritage of countries in situations of crisis, conflict and post-conflict, in
particular recent attacks on world cultural heritage sites, calls for an immediate end to such acts, and reminds States
parties to the 1954 Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict of the
provisions contained therein to safeguard and respect cultural property and to prohibit, prevent and, if necessary, put
a stop to any form of theft, pillage or misappropriation of and any acts of vandalism directed against cultural

property;
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12.  Calls upon all Member States in a position to do so to assist the affected States in combating trafficking
in cultural property illegally excavated from archaeological sites and taken from museums, libraries, archives and
manuscript collections, including through international cooperation in the restitution of stolen or illicitly exported
cultural property, as appropriate;

13.  Welcomes the most recent efforts made by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization for the protection of the cultural heritage of countries in conflict, including the safe return to those
countries of cultural property and other items of archaeological, historical, cultural, rare scientific and religious
importance that have been illegally removed, and calls upon the international community to contribute to these
efforts;

14.  Urges Member States to introduce effective national and international measures to prevent and combat
illicit trafficking in cultural property, including by publicizing legislation and offering special training for police,
customs and border services, and invites Member States to make trafficking in cultural property, including stealing
from and looting of archaeological and other cultural sites, a serious crime, as defined in article 2 of the United
Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime,'"* with a view to fully utilizing that Convention for the
purpose of extensive international cooperation in fighting all forms and aspects of trafficking in cultural property
and related offences;

15.  Urges all States to take appropriate measures to ensure that all actors involved in the trade of cultural
property, including but not limited to auction houses, art dealers, art collectors and museum professionals, are
required to provide verifiable documentation of provenance as well as export certificates, as applicable, related to
any cultural property imported, exported or offered for sale, including through the Internet;

16. Invites States parties to the 1970 Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit
Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property to apply the operational guidelines for the
implementation of the 1970 Convention, which represent a useful tool to guide and assist States parties in
implementing the Convention, including by learning from the best practices of States parties geared to enhancing
the effective implementation of the Convention, and to identify ways and means to further the achievement of the
goals of the Convention through strengthened international cooperation;

17. Reiterates its strong encouragement to Member States to apply, to the maximum extent possible, where
appropriate, with a view to strengthening international cooperation in this field, the International Guidelines for
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Responses with Respect to Trafficking in Cultural Property and Other
Related Offences,'”” which represent a useful framework to guide Member States in the development and
strengthening of their criminal justice policies, strategies, legislation and cooperation mechanisms in the area of
protection against trafficking in cultural property and other related offences;

18. Invites Member States, in cooperation with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, to continue to draw up systematic inventories of their cultural property;

19. Invites States to consider establishing and developing national, regional and international databases
inventorying cultural property, which would also register trafficked, illicitly exported or imported, stolen, looted or
illicitly excavated, and illicitly dealt-in, cultural property, and encourages States to enhance the exchange of
information by sharing or interconnecting inventories of cultural property and databases on trafficked, illicitly
exported or imported, stolen, looted or illicitly excavated, and illicitly dealt-in, cultural property and contributing to
mternational inventories and databases;

20. Recognizes the advancement of the Database of National Cultural Heritage Laws of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, which includes legislation from 188 Member States, and invites
Member States to provide their legislation in electronic format for inclusion in the database if they have not yet done
s0, to provide regular updates to the database and to promote it;

21. Applauds the efforts of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization to promote
the use of identification and inventory systems, in particular the application of the Object-ID standard, and to

" United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2225, No. 39574.
!5 Resolution 69/196, annex.
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encourage the linking of identification systems and existing databases, including the one developed by INTERPOL,
to allow for the electronic transmission of information in order to reduce illicit trafficking in cultural property, and
encourages the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization to make further efforts in this
regard in cooperation with Member States, where appropriate;

22.  Notes the adoption by the Intergovernmental Committee for Promoting the Return of Cultural Property
to its Countries of Origin or its Restitution in Case of Illicit Appropriation, at its sixteenth session, of the rules of
procedure on mediation and conciliation,''® and invites Member States to consider the possibility of using such
processes, as appropriate;

23.  Welcomes the presentation by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and
the International Institute for the Unification of Private Law of model provisions on State ownership of
undiscovered cultural objects, and encourages Member States to consider using these model provisions and
adopting effective legislation for the establishment and recognition of States’ ownership of their heritage, as
appropriate under national laws, with a view to facilitating restitution in cases of unlawful removal;

24. Notes with appreciation the Model Export Certificate for Cultural Objects developed by the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and the World Customs Organization as a tool to combat
illicit trafficking in cultural property, and invites Member States to consider adopting the Model Export Certificate
as their national export certificate, in accordance with domestic law and procedures;

25. Takes note of the resolution adopted by the General Conference of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization at its thirty-eighth session, in November 2015, on the reports by Member States
on the measures taken for the implementation of the 1970 Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing
the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property;

26. Recognizes the public awareness and increased mobilization and action in favour of heritage values
achieved in 2002, the United Nations Year for Cultural Heritage, and on the occasion of the fortieth anniversary of
the Convention for the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage, and calls upon the international
community and the United Nations to continue to cooperate with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization on the basis of that work;

27. Invites those who deal with trade in cultural property and their associations, where they exist, to
encourage the effective implementation of the International Code of Ethics for Dealers in Cultural Property, as
endorsed by the General Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization on
16 November 1999.''7 the International Council of Museums Code of Ethics for Museums and other existing codes;

28.  \Welcomes the recently launched partnerships between the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization and cultural institutions, encompassing several lines of action aimed at combating illicit
trafficking in cultural property, in order to implement awareness-raising activities for the general public, close
collaboration and information exchange and cooperation on training and capacity-building initiatives, and
encourages the development of further partnerships;

29. Recognizes the importance of the continued efforts of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization to enhance discussions with art market professionals in order to improve practices and raise
awareness in areas such as provenance investigations, ethics, restitution procedures and knowledge of the
international legal framework;

30. Also recognizes the importance of the International Fund for the Return of Cultural Property to its
Countries of Origin or its Restitution in Case of Illicit Appropriation, launched in November 2000, and invites
Member States to increase further their voluntary contributions to the Fund in order to enhance its efficiency, and to
make use of the Fund;

31. Further recognizes the importance of cooperation among States in the fight against illicit trafficking in
cultural property, as well as its illegal removal from the countries of origin, through, inter alia, the conclusion of

16 A/67/219, annex I, recommendation No. 4.

17 See United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, Records of the General Conference, Thirtieth Session, Paris,
26 October—17 November 1999, vol. 1 and corrigendum, Resolutions, sect. IV, resolution 27.
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bilateral agreements and mutual legal assistance, including the prosecution of persons involved in such activities and
extradition, in accordance with the laws of cooperating States and under applicable international law;

32. Requests the Secretary-General to cooperate with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization in its efforts to bring about the attainment of the objectives of the present resolution;

33. Also requests the Secretary-General, in cooperation with the Director General of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, to submit to the General Assembly at its seventy-third session a
report on the implementation of the present resolution;

34. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its seventy-third session the item entitled “Return or
restitution of cultural property to the countries of origin”.

RESOLUTION 70/77

Adopted at the 70th plenary meeting, on 9 December 2015, without a vote, on the basis of draft resolution A/70/L.23 and
Add.1, sponsored by: Afghanistan, Albania, Andorra, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belgium, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Egypt, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia,
Germany, Greece, Guinea, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Jordan,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Malta, Micronesia (Federated States of),
Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Republic of
Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, San Marino, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Tajikistan,
Thailand, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Togo, Turkey, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America

70/77. The situation in Afghanistan
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 69/18 of 20 November 2014 and all its previous relevant resolutions,

Recalling also all relevant Security Council resolutions and statements by the President of the Council on
the situation in Afghanistan, in particular resolutions 2189 (2014) of 12 December 2014 and 2210 (2015) of
16 March 2015,

Reaffirming its strong commitment to the sovereignty, independence, territorial integrity and national unity of
Afghanistan, and respecting its multicultural, multi-ethnic and historical heritage,

Recalling the long-term commitment of the international community to Afghanistan, with the aim of
strengthening national ownership and leadership consistent with the Kabul process, and taking into account the
evolving nature of the presence of the international community,

Welcoming the beginning of the transformation decade (2015-2024), in which Afghanistan envisages
consolidating its sovereignty through strengthening a fully functioning, sustainable State in the service of its people,
with the goal of becoming fully self-reliant,

Welcoming also the Tokyo Declaration: Partnership for Self-Reliance in Afghanistan — From Transition to
Transformation, adopted at the Tokyo Conference on Afghanistan held on 8 July 2012,*® including the Tokyo
Mutual Accountability Framework,™*® which reaffirms the partnership between the Government of Afghanistan and
the international community based on their mutual commitments, the London Conference on Afghanistan, held on
4 December 2014, and the sixth Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan, held in Kabul
on 3 and 4 September 2015,

Reaffirming the long-term partnership between the Government of Afghanistan and the international
community based on their renewed mutual commitments, as laid down in the Self-Reliance through Mutual
Accountability Framework adopted at the second Senior Officials Meeting of the Joint Coordination and

118 A/66/867-5/2012/532, annex |.
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Monitoring Board of the Tokyo Mutual Accountability Framework, in Kabul on 5 September 2015, and looking
forward to the next international conference on Afghanistan, in Brussels in 2016,

Welcoming and supporting the outcomes of the high-level meeting on Afghanistan’s peaceful development
and regional cooperation, convened in New York on 26 September 2015 by Afghanistan, China and the United
States of America on the margins of the seventieth session of the General Assembly,

Recognizing once again the interconnected nature of the challenges in Afghanistan, reaffirming that
sustainable progress on security, political stability, governance, financial sustainability, human rights, the rule of law
and development, as well as on the cross-cutting issues of counter-narcotics, anti-corruption and accountability, are
mutually reinforcing and that governance and development programmes prioritized for implementation in the
transformation decade should be consistent with the goals set forth in the Tokyo Declaration and with the reform
agenda of the Government of Afghanistan, commending the continuing efforts of the Government of Afghanistan,
and underlining the importance of the continuing support of the international community for the National Unity
Government of Afghanistan to address these challenges,

Welcoming and supporting the outcome of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in the Heart of Asia,
held in Istanbul, Turkey, on 2 November 2011,'* which launched the Istanbul Process on Regional Security and
Cooperation for a Secure and Stable Afghanistan and the follow-up Heart of Asia Ministerial Conferences, held in
Kabul on 14 June 2012 and in Almaty, Kazakhstan, on 26 April 2013, and the fourth Ministerial Conference, held in
Beijing on 31 October 2014, and the Beijing Declaration on Afghanistan, which furthered the Process whereby
Afghanistan and its regional partners, with the support of the international community, affirmed their commitment
to strengthen regional security and cooperation for a secure and stable Afghanistan, including through enhanced
regional dialogue and confidence-building measures, and looking forward to the fifth Heart of Asia Ministerial
Conference, in Islamabad in December 2015,

Stressing the crucial importance of advancing regional cooperation as an effective means of promoting
security, stability and economic and social development in Afghanistan, recognizing in this regard the importance of
the contribution of neighbouring and regional partners, as well as regional organizations, recalling the importance of
the Kabul Declaration on Good-neighbourly Relations of 22 December 2002,'*' welcoming in this regard the
continued commitment of the international community to support stability and development in Afghanistan, and
noting international and regional initiatives, such as those of the Economic Cooperation Organization, the Central
Asian Regional Economic Cooperation Programme, the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, the Collective
Security Treaty Organization, the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation, the Regional Economic
Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan process, the European Union and the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe,

Supporting the ongoing Afghan-led regional effort within the framework of the Heart of Asia-Istanbul Process
on Regional Security and Cooperation for a Secure and Stable Afghanistan aimed at fostering trust and confidence-
building, strengthening regional efforts in promoting economic cooperation and integration in the region and
improving security and greater people-to-people relations,

Acknowledging that an Afghanistan firmly embedded in the economic life of the region and connected to
international markets will enjoy greater opportunities for peace and stability, as will the entire region, and in this
regard reiterating its support for Afghanistan’s ambition to use its geographic location to enhance and accelerate
connectivity with neighbouring countries and to become an integrated trade, transportation and energy hub within
the region,

Welcoming the process by which Afghanistan and its regional and international partners are entering into long-
term strategic partnerships and other agreements aimed at achieving a peaceful, stable and prosperous Afghanistan,

Appreciating the assumption of full responsibility for security by the Afghan National Defence and Security
Forces with the completion of the transition process at the end of 2014, reaffirming the commitment of the
international community to continue to support the training, equipping, financing and development of the capacity

120 A/66/601-S/2011/767, annex.
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of the Afghan National Defence and Security Forces throughout the transformation decade, as agreed in the Chicago
Summit Declaration on Afghanistan in 2012 and the Wales Summit Declaration on Afghanistan in 2014, and
looking forward to the deliberations on Afghanistan at the North Atlantic Treaty Organization summit in Warsaw
in 2016,

Recalling the decision of the international community at the International Afghanistan Conference on
Afghanistan and the International Community: From Transition to the Transformation Decade, held in Bonn,
Germany, on 5 December 2011,'* to support the training, equipping, financing and development of the capacity of
the Afghan National Defence and Security Forces beyond the end of the transition period, taking note of the Wales
Summit Declaration, which highlighted the role of the International Security Assistance Force and outlined the role
of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and contributing partners in supporting lasting peace, security and stability
in Afghanistan beyond 2014, including through the Resolute Support Mission to train, advise and assist the Afghan
National Defence and Security Forces, the medium-term contribution to the financial sustainment of the Forces and
the commitment to strengthening the long-term enduring partnership with Afghanistan, noting the signing of the
security and defence cooperation agreement between the United States of America and Afghanistan (bilateral
security agreement) and the signing of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization-Afghanistan status-of-forces
agreement, noting also that the bilateral agreement between the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and Afghanistan
and the invitation of the Government of Afghanistan to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization to establish the
Mission provide a sound legal basis for the Mission, and acknowledging that the Mission is welcomed by the
Security Council in its resolution 2189 (2014),

Reiterating the urgent need to tackle the challenges facing Afghanistan, in particular the region-based violent
extremist activities of the Taliban, including the Haqqani Network, Al-Qaida and other violent and extremist groups
and criminals, including those involved in the narcotics trade, the development of the institutions of the Government
of Afghanistan, including at the subnational level, the strengthening of the rule of law and democratic processes, the
fight against corruption, the continuation of justice sector reform, the promotion of the peace process, without
prejudice to the fulfilment of the measures introduced by the Security Council in its resolutions 1267 (1999) of
15 October 1999, 1988 (2011) and 1989 (2011) of 17 June 2011, 2082 (2012) and 2083 (2012) of 17 December
2012, and 2160 (2014) and 2161 (2014) of 17 June 2014 and other relevant resolutions, an Afghan-led transitional
justice process, the safe and voluntary return of Afghan refugees and internally displaced persons in an orderly and
dignified manner, the promotion and protection of human rights and the advancement of economic and social
development,

Expressing serious concern regarding the increasing presence of Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL)
(Da’esh) affiliates in Afghanistan, as referenced in the report of the Secretary General of 1 September 2015,'** and
their brutal acts, including the killing of Afghan nationals,

Deeply concerned about the continuous and high level of violence in Afghanistan, especially the number of
civilian casualties, condemning in the strongest terms all violent attacks, in particular the recent killings, Taliban
attacks, including on the city of Kunduz, and acts by international terrorists, recalling that the Taliban, Al-Qaida and
other violent and extremist groups and illegal armed groups are responsible for the significant majority of the
civilian casualties in Afghanistan, expressing particularly serious concern about increased targeted killing of women
and girls, and calling for compliance with international humanitarian law and international human rights law, as
applicable, and for all appropriate measures to be taken to ensure the protection of civilians,

Calling for compliance with international humanitarian law and international human rights law and for all
appropriate measures to be taken to ensure the protection of humanitarian workers and aid and humanitarian
facilities,

Welcoming the start of the second year of the National Unity Government and its achievements in political,
economic, governance and social reforms, underlining the need to preserve past achievements, and urging further
improvement in this regard, in particular to address poverty and the delivery of services, stimulate economic growth,
create employment opportunities, increase domestic revenue and promote human rights, especially women’s rights
and the rights of minorities,
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Noting the importance of the National Unity Government being inclusive and representative of the ethnic
diversity of the country, and also ensuring the full and equal participation of women,

Recognizing that the Afghan-led peace process, effectively supported by the international community and, in
particular, by the relevant neighbouring countries, is essential for achieving long-term peace and stability in
Afghanistan and the wider region,

Emphasizing the important and impartial role of the United Nations in promoting peace and stability in
Afghanistan, expressing its appreciation and strong support for all of the efforts of the Secretary-General and his
Special Representative for Afghanistan in this regard, expressing its appreciation also for the work of the United
Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan in accordance with Security Council resolution 2210 (2015), and
stressing the important coordinating role of the Assistance Mission in seeking to further improve the coherence and
coordination of international civilian efforts, guided by the principle of reinforcing Afghan ownership and
leadership,

Welcoming the reports of the Secretary-General ** and the recommendations contained therein,

1. Pledges its continued support to the Government and people of Afghanistan as they rebuild a stable,
secure, economically self-sufficient State, free of terrorism and narcotics, and strengthen the foundations of a
constitutional democracy as a responsible member of the international community;

2. Encourages all partners to support constructively the Government of Afghanistan’s reform agenda,
including as envisaged in the Self-Reliance through Mutual Accountability Framework, to ensure a secure,
prosperous and democratic Afghanistan, focusing on strengthening the constitutional checks and balances that
guarantee citizens’ rights and obligations and implementing structural reform to enable an accountable and effective
Government to deliver concrete progress to its people;

3. Supports the continuing and growing ownership of reconstruction and development efforts by the
Government of Afghanistan, emphasizes the crucial need to achieve ownership and accountability in all fields of
governance and to improve institutional capabilities, including at the subnational level, in order to use aid more
effectively, and underscores in this regard the importance of the commitments of the international community, as
reiterated in the Tokyo Declaration: Partnership for Self-Reliance in Afghanistan — From Transition to
Transformation'"® and the Self-reliance through Mutual Accountability Framework;

Security

4. Recognizes the continued international commitment to support the training, equipping, financing and
development of the capacity of the Afghan National Defence and Security Forces throughout the transformation
decade, as agreed in the Chicago Summit Declaration on Afghanistan in 2012 and the Wales Summit Declaration on
Afghanistan in 2014, including through the Resolute Support Mission, as welcomed by the Security Council in its
resolution 2189 (2014), as well as through midterm contributions for the financial support of the Afghan National
Defence and Security Forces, and through the “enhanced enduring partnership” with Afghanistan, notes the status-
of-forces agreement with the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, and looks forward to the deliberations on
Afghanistan at the North Atlantic Treaty Organization summit in Warsaw in 2016;

5. Reiterates once again its serious concern about the security situation in Afghanistan, stresses the need to
continue to address the threat to the security and stability of Afghanistan caused by the region-based violent
extremist activities by the Taliban, including the Haqgani Network, Al-Qaida and other violent and extremist groups
and other illegal armed groups and criminals, including those involved in the narcotics trade, and reiterates in this
regard its call for the full implementation of measures and the application of procedures introduced in relevant
Security Council resolutions, in particular resolutions 1267 (1999), 1988 (2011), 1989 (2011), 2082 (2012),
2083 (2012), 2160 (2014) and 2161 (2014);

6.  Expresses serious concern regarding the increasing presence of Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant
(ISIL) (Da’esh) affiliates in Afghanistan, as referenced in the report of the Secretary General,'” and in this regard
affirms its support for the efforts of the Government of Afghanistan to combat these threats in the country;
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7. Recognizes the threats that the Taliban, illegal armed groups and criminals, including those involved in
the narcotics trade, and the illicit exploitation of natural resources continue to pose to the security and stability of
Afghanistan, and urges the Government of Afghanistan, with the support of the international community, to
continue to address these threats;

8. Condemns in the strongest terms all unlawful acts of violence, intimidation and attacks, including
improvised explosive device attacks, suicide attacks, assassinations, including of public figures, abductions,
indiscriminate attacks against civilians, killings, attacks against individuals, media groups and organs of society
engaged in the promotion and protection of universally recognized human rights, attacks against humanitarian
workers and the targeting of Afghan and international forces, which have a deleterious effect on stabilization and
development efforts in Afghanistan, also condemns the use, by the Taliban, including the Haqqani Network,
Al-Qaida and other violent and extremist groups and illegal armed groups, of civilians as human shields, and further
condemns the recent killings of civilians in Zabul, Taliban attacks, including on the city of Kunduz in northern
Afghanistan, and acts of international terrorists;

9.  Stresses the need for the Government of Afghanistan and the international community to continue to
work closely together and to improve coordination in countering such acts, which are threatening peace and stability
in Afghanistan and the democratic process, the achievements and the continued implementation of the Afghanistan
development gains and process, as well as humanitarian aid measures, recognizes the achievements of the Afghan
National Defence and Security Forces in this regard, and calls upon all Member States, in particular neighbouring
countries, to deny those groups any form of sanctuary, freedom of operations, movement, recruitment and financial,
material or political support, which endangers the State system and regional peace and security;

10. Expresses deep regret at the resulting loss of life and physical harm inflicted upon Afghan civilians and
civilians of other nationalities, including the personnel of Afghan and international agencies and all other
humanitarian workers and the diplomatic corps and the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan, as well
as upon the personnel of the Afghan National Defence and Security Forces and of the Resolute Support Mission,
and pays homage to all those who have lost their lives;

11.  Stresses the importance of providing the Afghan people with security, notes that the responsibility for
providing security and law and order throughout the country resides with the Government of Afghanistan, supported
by the international community, and underlines the importance of further strengthening the professionalism and the
operational capabilities of the Afghan National Defence and Security Forces in all provinces of Afghanistan through
continued training and assistance, including enabling support;

12.  Also stresses the importance of close coordination with the Resolute Support Mission;

13.  Welcomes the assumption of full security responsibility by the Afghan National Defence and Security
Forces, commends the resiliency and courage displayed in this regard, calls upon the international community to
provide the support necessary to increase security, including public order, law enforcement, the security of
Afghanistan’s borders and the preservation of the constitutional rights of Afghan citizens, as well as to provide
continued support by training, equipping and contributing to the financing of the Afghan National Defence and
Security Forces to take on the task of securing their country and fighting against international terrorism, and
underscores the importance of the joint Chicago and Wales Summit Declarations on Afghanistan and other relevant
agreements with regional and international partners;

14.  Also welcomes, in this regard, the presence of the Resolute Support Mission, expresses its appreciation
to Member States for having contributed personnel, equipment and other resources to the Mission and for the
support provided to the Afghan National Defence and Security Forces by all international partners, in particular by
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization through its previous combat and current non-combat missions in
Afghanistan, as well as other bilateral training programmes, and encourages further coordination, where
appropriate;

15.  Further welcomes the commitment of the Government of Afghanistan, with a view to ensuring stability
and providing conditions for the effective rule of law, to continue the implementation of the Afghan National Police
Strategy and the National Police Plan underpinning it, as well as the 10-year vision presented by the Ministry of the
Interior, focusing, inter alia, on community-based policing (Police-e Mardumi) to increase police accountability and
responsiveness, strengthening crime detection and prevention, safeguarding human rights and combating violence
against women and children to build a strong, professional police force evolving towards sustainable, credible and
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accountable civilian law enforcement that will be capable of providing policing services to the Afghan population as
part of the broader rule of law system, with a focus on the ongoing institutional and administrative reforms of the
Ministry of the Interior, including the implementation of its anti-corruption action plan, and leadership development,
as well as to progressively enhance the quality of the Afghan National Police, with the necessary continued financial
and technical support of the international community, recognizes the significant contribution that has been made by
international and regional partners, including the International Police Coordination Board, to achieve that aim, and
also recognizes in this context the significant contribution of the European Union Police Mission in Afghanistan;

16. Recognizes the commitments of the Afghan authorities, with the support of the international community,
to take all possible steps to ensure the safety, security and free movement of all United Nations, development and
humanitarian personnel and their full, safe and unhindered access to all affected populations, and to protect the
property of the United Nations and of development or humanitarian organizations, and notes the efforts made in
regulating private security contractors operating in Afghanistan;

17.  Also recognizes the efforts of the Afghan authorities, in accordance with General Assembly resolution
69/133 of 12 December 2014 on the safety and security of humanitarian personnel and protection of United Nations
personnel, to bring to justice the perpetrators of attacks, and calls upon the Afghan authorities to continue its efforts
in this regard;

18. Remains deeply concerned about the persistent problem of anti-personnel landmines and explosive
remnants of war, which constitute a great danger to the population and a major obstacle to the resumption of social
and economic activities and to the delivery of humanitarian assistance, early recovery and reconstruction efforts,
welcomes the achievements to date in the implementation of the Mine Action Programme for Afghanistan,
underscores the importance of sustained international assistance for the implementation of the 10-year operational
workplan of the Mine Action Programme, aimed at declaring Afghanistan mine-free by 2023, encourages the
Government of Afghanistan, with the support of the United Nations and all relevant actors, to continue its efforts to
meet its responsibilities under the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of
Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction,'? to eliminate all known or new stocks of anti-personal landmines,
and to cooperate fully with the Mine Action Programme, and to continue removal of anti-personnel landmines, anti-
vehicle landmines and explosive remnants of war, and expresses the need to provide assistance for the care,
rehabilitation, and economic and social reintegration of victims, including persons with disabilities;

Peace process

19. Recognizes that an Afghan-led inclusive peace process backed by regional actors, in particular Pakistan,
supported by the international community, is essential for achieving long-term peace and stability in Afghanistan,
reiterates its firm commitment to support the Government of Afghanistan in its efforts in this regard with all those
who renounce violence, sever ties with international terrorist organizations, including Al-Qaida, respect the
Constitution, including its human rights provisions, notably the rights of women and girls, as well as the rights of
persons belonging to minorities, and are willing to join in building a peaceful Afghanistan, with full respect for the
implementation of measures and application of the procedures introduced by the Security Council in its resolutions
1267 (1999), 1988 (2011), 2082 (2012) and 2160 (2014), as well as other relevant resolutions of the Council, calls
upon all relevant States, especially neighbouring countries, and international organizations to remain engaged in the
Afghan-led peace process, and recognizes the impact terrorist attacks have on the Afghan people and risk having on
future prospects for a peace settlement;

20. Reiterates its firm commitment to support the Government of Afghanistan in its efforts to advance the
peace process, in line with the Kabul Conference communiqué and the Bonn Conference conclusions,' and within
the framework of the Afghan Constitution and the application of the procedures introduced by the Security Council
in its resolutions 1988 (2011), 2082 (2012) and 2160 (2014) as well as other relevant resolutions of the Council, and
recalls that women play a vital role in the peace process, as recognized by the Council in its resolutions 1325 (2000)
of 31 October 2000 and 2242 (2015) of 13 October 2015 and in related resolutions, including Council resolution
2122 (2013) of 18 October 2013;
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21. Welcomes, in this regard, the direct talks held in 2015 between the Government of Afghanistan and
representatives of the Taliban, facilitated by Pakistan and observed by China and the United States of America, as an
important first step, and encourages the continuation of the talks;

22.  Encourages Afghanistan and Pakistan to enhance their relationship, which could lead to cooperation to
effectively combat terrorism and move forward the Afghan-led peace process;

23.  Underlines the fact that the peace process should enjoy the support and participation of all Afghans,
including civil society, in particular women’s groups and minorities, as reinforced most recently in the Bonn
Conference conclusions and the Tokyo Declaration, welcomes the steps taken towards greater cooperation between
the High Peace Council and civil society, and encourages further cooperation in the future;

Governance, rule of law and human rights

24. Emphasizes that good governance, the rule of law and human rights form the foundation for the
achievement of a stable and prosperous Afghanistan, notes the importance of building the capacity of the
Government of Afghanistan to promote and protect human rights, the rule of law and good governance in an
accountable and effective manner, and calls upon the international community to support Afghanistan’s governance
objectives in this regard, including as outlined in the Self-reliance through Mutual Accountability Framework;

25. Welcomes the commitment of the Government of Afghanistan to its comprehensive reform agenda,
which, inter alia, has resulted in the creation of a series of policy-making councils chaired by the President,
strengthening the National Unity Government decision-making processes and follow-up, and the adoption of
100-day action plans by ministries to monitor the delivery of services and to enhance accountability and
transparency for citizens;

A. Democracy

26. \Welcomes the establishment of the National Unity Government, emphasizes the importance of all parties
in Afghanistan working together to achieve a unified, peaceful, democratic and prosperous future for all the people
of Afghanistan, and welcomes the achievements of the Government of Afghanistan in strengthening the democratic
mstitutions;

27. Recalls the commitment of the Government of Afghanistan, reiterated at the Tokyo Conference on
Afghanistan, to strengthen and improve Afghanistan’s electoral process through long-term electoral reform,
including by considering lessons learned in the light of previous elections, and to promote the participation of
women in order to ensure that future elections will be transparent, credible, inclusive and democratic, reaffirms that
Afghanistan’s peaceful future lies in strengthened and transparent democratic institutions, respect for the separation
of powers, reinforced constitutional checks and balances and the guarantee and enforcement of citizens’ rights and
obligations, and welcomes in this regard the establishment of the Special Electoral Reform Commission and its
work and the intention of the Government of Afghanistan to hold parliamentary elections and district council
elections as soon as possible;

B. Justice

28. Welcomes the steps taken by the Government of Afghanistan on justice sector reform and the
commitment to improve access to the delivery of justice throughout Afghanistan made by the Government at the
London Conference on Afghanistan, held on 4 December 2014, urges the Government to implement its reform
agenda, as envisaged in its paper, entitled “Realizing Self-Reliance: Commitments to Reforms and Renewed
Partnership”, in a timely manner, in coordination with the relevant organizations and government departments,
urges the international community to continue to support the efforts of the Government in this regard, and welcomes
the selection and confirmation of the Chief Justice, who has already taken the first steps of reform, including by
ensuring the declaration of assets by the members of the Supreme Court, launching a systematic performance
review and further increasing the number of female judges;

29. Acknowledges the progress made by the Government of Afghanistan, with the support of the
international community, in devoting adequate resources to the reconstruction and reform of the prison sector in
order to improve respect for the rule of law and human rights therein, while reducing physical and mental health
risks to inmates, and calls for the establishment of an effective mechanism for preventing prison escapes and
recapturing escapees;
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30. Welcomes and encourages further efforts by the Government of Afghanistan, with the support of the
Assistance Mission, the international community and other partners, including the Afghan Independent Human
Rights Commission, to protect and promote the human rights of all detainees and prevent violations thereof in all
Afghan prisons and detention facilities, consistent with the Afghan Constitution, Afghan laws and international
obligations, welcomes the cooperation of the Government, as well as the efforts of the international community to
provide support in this regard, takes note of the recommendations contained in the reports of the Assistance Mission
of 10 October 2011 and 20 January 2013, notes the progress made in this regard, welcomes and supports the
adoption of the national action plan to fully eliminate torture in Afghan detention facilities, encourages further
progress on addressing allegations of human rights abuses of detainees, and reiterates the importance of respecting
the rule of law and established legal processes and procedures;

31.  Welcomes the commitment by the Government of Afghanistan to provide unimpeded access for relevant
organizations to all prisons in Afghanistan, emphasizes the importance of ensuring access for relevant organizations,
and calls for full respect for relevant international law, including humanitarian law and human rights law, where
applicable, including with regard to minors, if detained,;

C. Public administration

32.  Urges the Government of Afghanistan to continue to effectively reform the public administration sector
in order to promote the rule of law and to ensure good governance and accountability, welcomes the efforts of the
Government and its commitments made in implementing its reform agenda, as envisioned in the Self-reliance
through Mutual Accountability Framework, the Kabul process and the Tokyo Mutual Accountability Framework,"’
and also welcomes the efforts of the Government and its commitments made, most recently at the second Senior
Officials Meeting of the Joint Coordination and Monitoring Board of the Tokyo Mutual Accountability Framework,
in 2015;

33. Encourages the international community, including all donor nations as well as international institutions
and organizations, governmental and non-governmental, to assist the Government of Afghanistan in making
sustainable capacity-building and human resources development a cross-cutting priority and to align, in a
coordinated manner, with efforts by the Government, including the work of the Independent Administrative Reform
and Civil Service Commission, to build administrative capacity at the national and subnational levels, and in this
respect welcomes the agreement reached between the Government of Afghanistan and international and partner
country organizations on salaries based on capacity-building for results, targeting training in critical civil service
positions;

34. Reiterates the importance of institution-building in complementing and contributing to the development
of an economy characterized by sound macroeconomic policies, targeting poverty reduction, job creation, the
development of a financial sector that provides services, inter alia, to microenterprises, small and medium-sized
enterprises and households, transparent business regulations and accountability, and emphasizes the connection
between generating economic growth, including through infrastructural projects, and the creation of job
opportunities in Afghanistan;

35. Recalls the ratification by the Government of Afghanistan of the United Nations Convention against
Corruption,'?* reiterates its appreciation for the anti-corruption commitments made by the Government at the Tokyo
and London Conferences, calls for decisive action by the Government to fulfil those commitments in order to
establish a more effective, accountable and transparent administration at the national, provincial and local levels of
government, welcomes the efforts of the Government and the firm commitment of the new leadership of
Afghanistan to fight corruption, including the decision to pursue the Kabul Bank case, to reform procurement
processes and to address other drivers of corruption, calls upon the international community to support the efforts of
the Government in this regard, and welcomes the continued international support for Afghanistan’s governance
objectives, while noting with deep concern the effects of corruption with regard to security, good governance, the
combating of the narcotics industry and economic development;

36. Welcomes the subnational governance policy and the launch of the 100-day action plans by each of
the 34 provincial governors, underscores the importance of more visible, accountable and capable subnational
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institutions and actors in reducing the political space for insurgents, encourages capacity-building for and the
empowerment of local institutions in a phased and fiscally sustainable manner, and calls for the predictable and
regular allocation of more resources to provincial authorities, including continued vital support from the Assistance
Mission and the international community;

37. Also welcomes the establishment of the High Council on Land and Water, chaired by the President, and
the systematic efforts by the Afghanistan Independent Land Authority to ensure firm property rights and the
protection of public and community lands, urges the Government of Afghanistan to address, with the assistance of
the international community, the question of claims for land property through a comprehensive land-titling
programme, including the formal registration of all property and improved security of property rights, including for
women, and welcomes the steps already taken by the Government in this regard;

D. Human rights

38. Recalls the constitutional guarantee of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all
Afghans as a significant political achievement, calls for full respect for the human rights and fundamental freedoms
of all, without discrimination of any kind, stresses the need to fully implement the human rights provisions of the
Afghan Constitution, in accordance with obligations under applicable international law, in particular those regarding
the full enjoyment by women and children of their human rights, and also stresses the importance of countering
violent extremism in a comprehensive way, recognizing the efforts of the Government of Afghanistan in this
respect;

39. Acknowledges and encourages the efforts made by the Government of Afghanistan in promoting respect
for human rights, expresses its concern at the destructive consequences of violent and terrorist activities, including
against persons belonging to ethnic and religious minorities, by the Taliban, including the Haqqani Network,
Al-Qaida and other violent and extremist groups and other illegal armed groups and criminals for the enjoyment of
human rights and for the capacity of the Government to ensure human rights and fundamental freedoms for all
Afghans, notes with concern reports of incidents in which violations and abuses of human rights and violations of
international humanitarian law have occurred, including violations and abuses committed against women and
children, in particular girls, stresses the need to further promote tolerance and religious freedom and to ensure
respect for the right to freedom of expression and the right to freedom of thought, conscience or belief in accordance
with the Afghan Constitution and the international covenants that Afghanistan adheres to, emphasizes the necessity
of investigating allegations of current and past violations and abuses, stresses the importance of facilitating the
provision of efficient and effective remedies to the victims and of bringing the perpetrators to justice in accordance
with national and international law, calls for full implementation of the mass media law, while noting with concern
and condemning the continuing intimidation and violence targeting Afghan media and journalists, such as recent
warnings by the Taliban to two private television stations and cases of abduction and even the killing of journalists
by terrorist and extremist and criminal groups, and urges that harassment and attacks on media outlets and
journalists be investigated by Afghan authorities and that those responsible be brought to justice;

40. Commends the Government of Afghanistan for its active participation in the universal periodic review
process, calls for continued active participation of Afghan civil society in this process, and encourages the timely
implementation of the recommendations addressed in the relevant report;

41. Reiterates the important role of the Afghan Independent Human Rights Commission in the promotion
and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms, stresses the need to guarantee its constitutional status and
implement its mandate, focusing on communities across Afghanistan, so as to foster a more informed public and
increase Government accountability, emphasizes the importance of the Government of Afghanistan’s reaffirmation
of its commitment to maintaining the standards regarding Human Rights Commissioners in accordance with
article 11 of the law on the Commission and the Paris Principles'?’ to retaining the Commission’s “A” status,
welcomes the decision of the Government to take full responsibility for the core funding of the Commission, urges
the Government to implement this decision, urges the Commission to cooperate closely with Afghan civil society,
and calls upon the international community for continued support in this regard;
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42. Recalls Security Council resolutions 1674 (2006) of 28 April 2006, 1738 (2006) of 23 December 2006
and 1894 (2009) of 11 November 2009 and the midyear report of July 2015 on the protection of civilians in armed
conflict, prepared by the Assistance Mission, expresses its serious concern at the continued high number of civilian
casualties, including, in particular, women and children, and their impact on local communities, notes that the
Taliban, including the Haqqani Network, Al-Qaida and other violent and extremist groups and illegal armed groups
remain responsible for the significant majority of civilian casualties, reiterates its call for all feasible steps to be
taken to protect civilians, and calls for additional appropriate steps in this regard and for full compliance with
international humanitarian and human rights law;

43. Recognizes the efforts made to protect the civilian population and to minimize civilian casualties, and
calls upon the Afghan National Defence and Security Forces and international forces to continue to make enhanced
efforts in this regard, notably through the continuous review of tactics and procedures and the conduct of after-
action reviews and investigations in cases in which civilian casualties have occurred and when the Government of
Afghanistan finds these joint investigations appropriate;

44. Reiterates the importance of upholding international obligations for the advancement of women’s rights,
as enshrined in the Afghan Constitution, in this context also reiterates the importance of implementing Security
Council resolution 1325 (2000), welcomes the adoption by the Government of Afghanistan in June 2015 of its
national action plan on women, peace and security, supports efforts towards its implementation, and recalls Council
resolutions 1820 (2008) of 19 June 2008, 1888 (2009) of 30 September 2009, 1889 (2009) of 5 October 2009,
1960 (2010) of 16 December 2010, 2106 (2013) of 24 June 2013, 2122 (2013) and 2242 (2015) on women and
peace and security;

45. Emphasizes its steadfast and unwavering commitment and that of the Government of Afghanistan to
achieving the full and equal participation of women in all spheres of Afghan life, the need for absolute equality of
women before the law, equal access to education and employment and the participation and empowerment of
women in Afghan politics, public life, government administration and security sector at all levels, especially in
leadership positions;

46. Commends the achievements and efforts of the Government of Afghanistan to counter discrimination
and to mainstream gender issues, including into the national priority programmes, and to protect and promote the
equal rights of women and men as guaranteed, inter alia, by its ratification of the Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against Women'** and by the Afghan Constitution as well as the National Action Plan
for the Women of Afghanistan and the law on the elimination of violence against women, notes the progress
reported by the Assistance Mission in the implementation of the law, stresses the importance of its full
implementation, a key commitment under the Tokyo Mutual Accountability Framework, and underlines the need
for continued progress on gender issues in accordance with the obligations of Afghanistan under international law;

47. Strongly condemns all incidents of discrimination and violence against women and girls and other forms
of gender-based and sexual violence, including “honour killings”, underscores the importance of countering
impunity for these incidents, especially against women activists and women prominent in public life, takes note of
the important progress made by the Government of Afghanistan in this regard, reiterates its strong commitment to
support the efforts of the Government of Afghanistan to continue to address this issue, and also reiterates its
appreciation for all measures taken to address targeted violence against women, including prevention of forced
marriages, as well as the contribution of the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of
Women (UN-Women);

48. Stresses the need to ensure respect for the human rights and fundamental freedoms of children in
Afghanistan, and recalls the need for the full implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child,'” its
Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography'* and its Optional Protocol on
the involvement of children in armed conflict'' by all States parties, as well as of Security Council resolution
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1612 (2005) of 26 July 2005, and all other subsequent resolutions on children and armed conflict, and takes note of
the reports of the Secretary-General on children and armed conflict in Afghanistan'** and the conclusions of the
Security Council Working Group on Children and Armed Conflict in Afghanistan;'**

49. Expresses its strong concern, in this regard, about the ongoing recruitment and use of children by the
Taliban, including the Hagqgani Network, and other illegal armed groups and terrorist groups in Afghanistan, as well
as the killing and maiming of children as a result of the conflict, stresses in this regard the importance of ending the
recruitment and use of children in violation of applicable international law and all other violations and abuses
committed against children, expresses appreciation for the progress made by and the firm commitment of the
Government of Afghanistan to the protection of children, including its strong condemnation of any exploitation of
children, as indicated by the establishment of the Inter-Ministerial Steering Committee for the Protection of the
Rights of Children, the appointment of a focal point on child protection, the signing by the Government, in January
2011, of an action plan, including the annexes thereto, on children associated with national security forces in
Afghanistan and the endorsement by the Government of a road map in August 2014 to accelerate compliance with
the action plan, welcomes progress made in the implementation of the action plan, and reiterates the calls for the full
implementation of its provisions, in close cooperation with the Assistance Mission;

50. Recognizes the special needs of girls, strongly condemns continued terrorist attacks as well as threats of
attacks on educational facilities, especially on those for Afghan girls, and/or hospitals and protected persons in
relation to them in Afghanistan, in contravention of applicable international law, and expresses deep concern about
the high number of school closures as a result of terrorist attacks or threats of attacks;

51. Reiterates the importance of the Afghan National Plan of Action on Combating Child Trafficking, also
reiterates its calls for the comprehensive implementation of the Plan of Action, and welcomes the accession of
Afghanistan to the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and
Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime;'**

Social and economic development

52.  Welcomes the Government of Afghanistan’s strategy document entitled “Towards self-reliance: strategic
vision for the transformation decade”, as well as of the national priority programmes contained therein, with their
focus on economic growth, revenue generation, job creation, governance and human development;

53.  Renews its commitment to long-term support for the economic development of Afghanistan on the basis
of mutual accountability and in accordance with the reform agenda of the Government, as agreed in the Self-
Reliance through Mutual Accountability Framework;

54. Welcomes the renewed version of the Tokyo Mutual Accountability Framework, the Self-Reliance
through Mutual Accountability Framework, and the monitoring mechanism included therein, which will guide the
activities of the National Unity Government of Afghanistan and the international community at least to the end of
the term of the present Government, in which the Government reaffirmed its commitment to improve security and
political stability, fight corruption, improve governance, the rule of law and human rights, restore fiscal
sustainability and integrity of public finance and commercial banking, reform development planning and
management and ensure citizen’s development rights, create an enabling environment for private sector
development and inclusive growth and renew development partnerships and improve aid effectiveness, and in
which the international community committed to enhance the efficiency of development aid, align part of its
assistance with Afghan priorities and channel part of its assistance through the national budget of the Government;

55.  Urgently appeals to all States, the United Nations system and international and non-governmental
organizations, including the international and regional financial institutions, to continue to provide, in close
coordination with the Government of Afghanistan and in accordance with the strategy document entitled “Towards
self-reliance: strategic vision for the transformation decade”, as well as the national priority programmes contained
therein, all possible and necessary humanitarian, recovery, reconstruction, development, financial, educational,
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technical and material assistance for Afghanistan, and underlines the crucial importance of continued and sequenced
implementation of the reform agenda, national priority programmes and the development and governance goals as
agreed in the Self-Reliance through Mutual Accountability Framework;

56. Recognizes the substantial development and the notable progress made by Afghanistan with the steadfast
support of the international community in the past years, expresses its support for the reaffirmation and
consolidation of the partnership between Afghanistan and the international community at the London Conference on
Afghanistan in 2014 at the outset of the transformation decade (2015-2024), during which Afghanistan will
consolidate its sovereignty through strengthening a fully functioning, sustainable State in the service of its people,
urges the Government of Afghanistan to involve all elements of Afghan society, in particular women, in the
development and implementation of relief, rehabilitation, recovery and reconstruction programmes, and welcomes
the commitment of the Government to develop a national economic empowerment plan for women;

57. Also recognizes the challenges that lie ahead for Afghanistan, and welcomes the generous pledges
totalling over 16 billion United States dollars made by the international community during the Tokyo Conference
through 2015 and the commitment of the international community to sustain support through 2017 at or near levels
of the past decade, thereby renewing its commitment to long-term support for the economic development of
Afghanistan on the basis of mutual accountability, welcomes the continued resolve of the Government of
Afghanistan to fulfil the commitments made by the Government under the Tokyo Mutual Accountability
Framework, and stresses that sustained international support in the years ahead requires resolute action by both the
international community and the Government;

58.  Welcomes the continued progress in implementing the Tokyo Mutual Accountability Framework and the
monitoring mechanism included therein, in which the Government of Afghanistan reaffirmed its commitment to
strengthen governance, grounded in human rights, the rule of law and adherence to the Afghan Constitution, and
held it as integral to sustained growth and economic development, and in which the international community
committed to enhance efficiency of development aid by aligning assistance with the Afghan national priority
programmes and by channelling assistance through the national budget of the Government, as outlined in the Tokyo
Declaration;

59. Also welcomes the outcome of the second Senior Officials Meeting of the Joint Coordination and
Monitoring Board of the Tokyo Mutual Accountability Framework, in 2015, and the Co-Chairs’ statement thereon,
which acknowledged both the achievements of the Government of Afghanistan and the international community in
the implementation of their respective commitments under the Framework based on the principles of mutual
accountability and inclusiveness, stresses that sustained international support in the transformation decade requires
resolute action by both the international community and the Government, welcomes the ministerial meeting in 2014
co-chaired by the Governments of Afghanistan and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and
looks forward to its next meeting in 2016 in Brussels;

60. Further welcomes the commitment of the Government of Afghanistan to align its future development
programmes with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,'*® acknowledges significant progress made by the
Government towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals by 2020, and urges the international
community to assist the Government in completing its unfinished goals;

61. Expresses its appreciation for the humanitarian and development assistance work of the international
community in the stabilization and development of Afghanistan and to the United Nations system and to all States
and international and non-governmental organizations whose international and local staff continue to respond
positively to the humanitarian, transition and development needs of Afghanistan, despite security concerns and
difficulty of access in certain areas;

62. Recognizes the necessity for further improvement in the living conditions of the Afghan people, and
emphasizes the need to strengthen and support the development of the capacity of the Government of Afghanistan
to deliver basic social services at the national, provincial and local levels, in particular education and public health
services, and to promote development;
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63. Urges the Government of Afghanistan to enhance efforts to reform key service delivery sectors, such as
energy and drinking water supply, as preconditions for progress in social and economic development;

64. Commends the Government of Afghanistan for improving budgetary transparency, its efforts to reach
fiscal sustainability and its efforts to date to implement its agreement with the International Monetary Fund, notes
the challenges ahead, and urges that continued efforts be made to meet revenue targets;

65. Encourages the international community and the corporate sector to support the Afghan economy as a
measure for long-term stability and to explore possibilities for increased trade and investments and enhanced local
procurement, and further encourages the Government of Afghanistan to continue to promote an economic
environment and legal framework favourable for private sector investments at both the national and subnational
levels, given that 36 per cent of the population has been living below the poverty line for many years and nearly
50 per cent of young persons are unemployed, and supports the commitment of the Government to develop and
implement a stimulus package that would lead to the type of sustainable growth that would make young persons and
the poor stakeholders in their country;

66. Emphasizes, in this regard, the importance of strengthening local and regional networks of transportation
that will facilitate connectivity for economic development, stability and self-sustainability, particularly the
completion and maintenance of local railroad and land routes, the development of regional projects to foster further
connectivity and the enhancement of international civil aviation capabilities;

67. Urgently encourages all States as well as intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to
expand agricultural and livestock cooperation with Afghanistan at the national level, consistent with the reform
agenda of the National Unity Government and the relevant national priority programme, respectively, with a view to
helping to eradicate poverty, create jobs and ensure social and economic development, including in rural
communities;

68. Reiterates the necessity of providing Afghan children, especially Afghan girls, with educational and
health facilities in all parts of the country, welcomes the progress achieved in the sector of public education, recalls
the National Education Strategic Plan as a promising basis for further achievements, encourages the Government of
Afghanistan, with the assistance of the international community, to expand those facilities, train professional staff
and promote full and equal access to them by all members of Afghan society, including in remote areas, and
reiterates further the need to provide vocational training for adolescents;

69. Commends the relief efforts by the Government of Afghanistan and donors, but continues to express its
concern at the overall humanitarian situation, stresses the continued need for cash-for-work programmes by relevant
actors and further improvement in food assistance, ensuring that the basic needs of internally displaced persons are
met, and calls for continued international support in this regard, as well as for the early fulfilment, before the
approaching winter, of the urgent humanitarian needs in the 2015 Common Humanitarian Action Plan for
Afghanistan;

70. Recognizes that underdevelopment and lack of capacity increase the vulnerability of Afghanistan to
natural disasters and to harsh climate conditions, and in this regard urges the Government of Afghanistan, with the
support of the international community, to increase its efforts aimed at strengthening disaster risk reduction at the
national and subnational levels and at modernizing the agricultural sector and strengthening its agricultural
production, thereby reducing the vulnerability of Afghanistan to adverse external conditions such as drought,
flooding and other natural disasters;

71. Expresses its appreciation to those Governments that continue to host Afghan refugees, in particular
Pakistan and the Islamic Republic of Iran, acknowledging the huge burden they have so far shouldered in this
regard, and asks for continued generous support by the international community, with a view to facilitating their
voluntary, safe, dignified and sustainable return, rehabilitation and reintegration;

72.  Welcomes the outcome of the high-level segment on the Afghan refugee problem of the sixty-sixth
session of the Executive Committee of the Programme of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,
held in Geneva on 6 and 7 October 2015,'*® also welcomes the outcome of the International Conference on the
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Solutions Strategy for Afghan Refugees to Support Voluntary Repatriation, Sustainable Reintegration and
Assistance to Host Countries, held in Geneva on 2 and 3 May 2012, and looks forward to the further
implementation of the joint communiqué of the Conference, aimed at increased sustainability of returns and
continued support for host countries, through the sustained support and the directed efforts of the international
community;

73. Expresses its concern over the recent increase in the number of internally displaced persons and refugees
from Afghanistan, stresses that stability and development in Afghanistan can be achieved if its citizens can see a
future for themselves within their country, reiterates to host countries and the international community the
obligations under international refugee law with respect to the protection of refugees, the principle of voluntary
return and the right to seek asylum and to ensure full, safe and unhindered access for humanitarian relief agencies in
order to provide protection and assistance to the refugees, and calls upon countries to continue to accept an
appropriate number of Afghan refugees for resettlement, as a manifestation of their shared responsibility and
solidarity;

74. Welcomes the commitment of the Government of Afghanistan in making the repatriation and
reintegration of Afghan refugees one of its highest national priorities, including their voluntary, safe and dignified
return and their sustainable reintegration into national development planning and prioritization processes, and
encourages and supports all efforts of the Government towards the implementation of this commitment;

75. Reaffirms its firm support for the implementation of the Solutions Strategy for Afghan Refugees to
Support Voluntary Repatriation, Sustainable Reintegration and Assistance to Host Countries endorsed by the
international community in 2012, and acknowledges the Enhanced Voluntary Return and Reintegration Package for
Afghan Refugees as an innovative way to enhance sustainable return and reintegration;

76.  Strongly supports the Government of Afghanistan in its commitment to create the necessary conditions
for the repatriation and sustainable reintegration of Afghan refugees in the country, with emphasis on youth
empowerment, education, livelihoods, social protection and infrastructure, and stresses in this regard the key
importance of attaining peace and stability for solving the refugee crisis, as well as of advances in social and
economic welfare leading to the improvement of the living conditions inside Afghanistan through the coordinated
efforts of the Government with the support of the international community;

77.  Welcomes the continued return of Afghan refugees and internally displaced persons, in a voluntary, safe,
dignified and sustainable manner, while noting with concern that conditions in parts of Afghanistan are not yet
conducive to a safe and sustainable return to some places of origin;

78. Urges the Government of Afghanistan, acting with the support of the international community, to
continue to strengthen its efforts to create the conditions for sustainable return by continuing to strengthen its
absorption and integration capacity for the full rehabilitation and sustainable reintegration of the remaining Afghan
refugees and internally displaced persons;

79. Notes, in this regard, the continued constructive work between the countries of the region, as well as the
tripartite and quadripartite agreements between the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,
the Government of Afghanistan and the Governments of countries hosting refugees from Afghanistan, in particular
Pakistan and the Islamic Republic of Iran;

Regional cooperation

80. Stresses the crucial importance of advancing constructive regional cooperation as an effective means to
promote peace, security, stability and economic and social development in Afghanistan, encourages further
improved relations and enhanced engagement between Afghanistan and its neighbours, and calls for further efforts
in this regard, including within the frameworks of the two established Afghan-led regional processes, namely the
Heart of Asia-Istanbul Process on Regional Security and Cooperation for a Secure and Stable Afghanistan'? and the
Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan, as well as by regional organizations and long-term
strategic partnerships and other agreements aimed at achieving a peaceful, stable and prosperous Afghanistan, and
welcomes international and regional initiatives in this regard, such as the Economic Cooperation Organization, the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization, the Central Asian Regional Economic Cooperation Programme, the South
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation, the Collective Security Treaty Organization, the European Union and
the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe;
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81. Acknowledges Afghanistan’s crucial role as the business hub and land bridge in the “Heart of Asia”,
connecting South Asia, Central Asia, Eurasia/Europe and the Middle East, and affirms its support to the
Government of Afghanistan in realizing its potential as a viable trade and transit hub for the development of the
region and playing its role as a constructive partner in enhancing regional security and stability and regional
economic cooperation between Afghanistan and the region through transit, trade, energy and investment that will
contribute to the prosperity and stability of Afghanistan and the wider region;

82. Commends the continuing efforts of the signatories to the Kabul Declaration on Good-neighbourly
Relations'' to implement their commitments under the Declaration, calls upon all other States to respect and
support the implementation of those provisions, and welcomes the reaffirmation, in the Kabul Conference
communiqué, of the principles set out in the Declaration;

83. Welcomes and encourages further efforts by the Government of Afghanistan and its neighbouring
partners to foster trust and cooperation with each other, and looks forward, where appropriate, to increasing
cooperation between Afghanistan, all its neighbouring and regional partners and regional organizations against the
Taliban, including the Haqgani Network, Al-Qaida and other extremist and criminal groups and illegal armed
groups and in promoting peace and prosperity in Afghanistan, in the region and beyond,;

84. Welcomes the ongoing efforts of the Government of Afghanistan, its neighbouring and regional partners
and international organizations, including the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, to foster trust and cooperation
with each other, as well as recent cooperation initiatives developed by the countries concerned and by regional
organizations, including the trilateral summit of Afghanistan, Pakistan and Turkey, the trilateral summit of
Afghanistan, the Islamic Republic of Iran and Pakistan, the trilateral summit of Afghanistan, Pakistan and the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the trilateral strategic dialogue between Afghanistan, China
and Pakistan and the trilateral high-level meeting of Afghanistan, China and the United States of America;

85. Reaffirms support to the ongoing Afghan-led regional effort within the framework of the Heart of Asia-
Istanbul Process, welcomes the outcomes of the Heart of Asia Ministerial Conferences held in Kabul in 2012, in
Almaty in 2013 and in Beijing in 2014, as follow-up to the Conference on Security and Cooperation in the Heart of
Asia, held in Istanbul in 2011, and the Heart of Asia-Istanbul Process Senior Officials Meeting held in Islamabad on
25 May 2015 and in New York on 27 September 2015, welcomes the adoption of the implementation plans of all
six confidence-building measures in the areas of disaster management, counter-terrorism, counter-narcotics, regional
infrastructure, and trade, commerce and investment opportunities as well as education, prioritized for
implementation, commends the progress of the Istanbul Process since its inception, looks forward to the fifth Heart
of Asia Ministerial Conference, to be held in Pakistan in December 2015, notes with appreciation efforts to enhance
regional dialogue and confidence through the Istanbul Process, and recalls that the Istanbul Process is intended to
complement and cooperate with, and not substitute for, existing efforts of regional organizations, particularly where
they relate to Afghanistan;

86. Expresses its appreciation for all efforts to increase regional economic cooperation aimed at promoting
economic cooperation between Afghanistan, regional neighbours, international partners and financial institutions,
and recognizes, inter alia, the important role of the Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan, the
Delhi Investment Summit on Afghanistan and its recommendations for promoting foreign investment and private
sector development and partnerships of Afghanistan, the Economic Cooperation Organization, the Central Asian
Regional Economic Cooperation Programme and the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation, as well as
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, the European Union and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in
Europe in promoting the development of Afghanistan;

87. Reaffirms support to the ongoing Afghan-led regional economic efforts within the framework of the
Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan process, welcomes the decade-long achievements of
the process, anticipates closer linkages and complementarities between the prioritized projects of the sixth Regional
Economic Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan and the Heart of Asia-Istanbul Process, also reaffirms that
coordinated regional economic development strategies should support the overall regional economic integration
vision, and emphasizes shared ownership of the work towards comprehensive regional connectivity and its
importance in promoting region-wide economic integration, confidence and prosperity;

88. Welcomes and urges further efforts to strengthen the process of regional economic cooperation,
including measures to facilitate regional trade and transit, including through regional and bilateral transit trade
agreements, expanded consular visa cooperation and facilitation of business travel, to expand trade, to increase
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foreign investments and to develop infrastructure, including infrastructural connectivity, energy supply, transport
and integrated border management, with a view to promoting sustainable economic growth and the creation of jobs
in Afghanistan, noting the historical role of Afghanistan as a land bridge in Asia, and welcomes in this regard the
signing of an agreement by Afghanistan and Pakistan on electricity transit fees as an important step towards regional
electricity trade between Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Afghanistan and Pakistan;

Counter-narcotics

89. Welcomes the efforts of the Government of Afghanistan in fighting drug production in Afghanistan,
welcomes and supports the adoption of the Afghan National Drug Action Plan 2015-2019, takes note of the report
of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime entitled “Afghanistan Opium Survey 20157, released in October
2015, welcomes the recent decrease in production and cultivation of drugs as noted in the report, reiterates its deep
concern about the cultivation and production of illicit narcotic drugs in Afghanistan, mainly concentrated in areas
where the Taliban, Al-Qaida and other violent and extremist groups and criminals are particularly active, as well as
the ongoing drug trafficking, stresses the need, based on the principle of common and shared responsibility, to
further strengthen joint, more coordinated and resolute efforts by the Government, supported by the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime and by international and regional actors, within their designated responsibilities, to fight
this menace, and encourages international and regional cooperation with Afghanistan in its sustained efforts to
address drug production and trafficking;

90. Stresses the importance of a comprehensive and balanced approach in addressing the drug problem of
Afghanistan, which, to be effective, must be integrated into the wider context of efforts carried out in the areas of
security, governance, the rule of law and human rights, and economic and social development, particularly in rural
areas, calls upon the international community to continue to assist the Government of Afghanistan in implementing
its National Drug Control Strategy'*” and its National Drug Action Plan;

91. Also stresses, in this regard, that the development of alternative livelihood programmes is of key
importance in the success of the counter-narcotics efforts in Afghanistan and that sustainable strategies require
international cooperation, and urges the Government of Afghanistan, assisted by the international community, to
promote the development of sustainable livelihoods in the formal production sector, as well as in other sectors, and
to improve access to reasonable and sustainable credit and financing in rural areas, thus improving substantially the
lives, health and security of the people, particularly in rural areas;

92. Notes with great concern the strong nexus between the drug trade and terrorist activities by the Taliban,
including the Haqgani Network, Al-Qaida and other violent and extremist groups and criminal groups, which pose a
serious threat to security, the rule of law and development in Afghanistan, and stresses the importance of the full
implementation of all relevant Security Council resolutions in this regard, including resolutions 2160 (2014)
and 2161 (2014),

93. Calls upon all Member States, in this regard, to further intensify their efforts to reduce the demand for
drugs in their respective countries and globally in order to contribute to the sustainability of the elimination of illicit
cultivation in Afghanistan;

94. Stresses the need to prevent trafficking in and diversion of chemical precursors used in the illicit
manufacturing of drugs in Afghanistan, and calls for the full implementation of Security Council resolution
1817 (2008) of 11 June 2008 in this regard,

95. Supports the fight against the illicit trafficking in drugs from and precursors to Afghanistan and
neighbouring States and countries along trafficking routes, including increased cooperation among them in
strengthening anti-narcotic controls and the monitoring of the international trade in chemical precursors, and
underlines the importance of technical assistance and support to the most affected transit States to support their
capacities in this regard;

96. Urges the Government of Afghanistan, supported by the international community, to work to
mainstream counter-narcotics throughout all the national programmes and to ensure that counter-narcotics is a

137.8/2006/106, annex.
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fundamental part of the comprehensive approach, as well as to increase its efforts against opium cultivation and
drug trafficking in accordance with the balanced plan of the updated Afghan National Drug Control Strategy;

97. Commends the efforts of the Government of Afghanistan, in this regard, to develop and adopt the
National Drug Action Plan which outlines the actions necessary to counter the cultivation, production, trafficking in
and use of narcotics, the time frame, goals and metrics to evaluate progress on the plan and the ways in which the
international community can support this plan, and urges the Government and the international community to take
decisive action by pursuing the concrete steps set out in the plan;

98. Calls upon the international community to continue to assist the Government of Afghanistan in
implementing its National Drug Control Strategy and National Drug Action Plan aimed at eliminating the
cultivation, production, trafficking in and consumption of illicit drugs, including through increased support for
Afghan law enforcement and criminal justice agencies, agricultural and rural development for the creation of
alternative livelihoods for farmers, demand reduction, the elimination of illicit crops, increased public awareness
and the building of the capacity of drug control institutions and care and treatment centres for drug addicts, and
reiterates its call upon the international community to channel counter-narcotics funding through the Government, to
the extent possible;

99. Recalls the need to strengthen international and regional cooperation with Afghanistan in its sustained
efforts to address drug production, trade and trafficking, recognizes the threat they pose, encourages further
sustained efforts by the Government of Afghanistan in this regard, as well as the intent of the Government to
strengthen international and regional cooperation in this regard, and welcomes the progress made in the Heart of
Asia process in this regard,;

100. Welcomes initiatives to enhance border management cooperation between Afghanistan and its
neighbours in ensuring comprehensive measures for drug control, including the financial dimension, emphasizes the
importance of pursuing such cooperation, especially through bilateral arrangements and those launched by the
Collective Security Treaty Organization, the Conference on Interaction and Confidence-building Measures in Asia,
the Economic Cooperation Organization, the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, the Central Asian Anti-Drug
Quartet and others, and welcomes the intention of the Government of Afghanistan to strengthen international and
regional cooperation with relevant partners in the field of border control;

101. Stresses the importance of further, effective cooperative support by relevant international and regional
actors, including the United Nations, within its designated responsibilities, to Afghan-led sustained efforts to address
the threat posed by the illicit production of and trafficking in drugs, welcomes in this regard the regional programme
on Afghanistan and neighbouring countries of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, and encourages the
respective countries to continue to participate;

102. Welcomes and supports the joint regional activities carried out by Afghanistan, the Islamic Republic of
Iran and Pakistan within the framework of their triangular initiative to counter narcotics;

103. Pays homage to all those who have innocently lost their lives in the fight against drug traffickers, in
particular members of the security forces of Afghanistan and its neighbours;

Coordination

104. Expresses its appreciation for the work of the Assistance Mission, as mandated by the Security Council
in its resolution 2210 (2015), stresses the continued importance of the central and impartial coordinating role of the
United Nations in promoting a more coherent international engagement, including the role played by the Joint
Coordination and Monitoring Board in this regard, and looks forward to the next meeting of the Board in
early 2016;

105. Welcomes the evolving presence of the Assistance Mission in Afghanistan, which ensures that the United
Nations can fulfil its essential coordinating and support role, as requested by the Government of Afghanistan,
security conditions permitting;

106. Also welcomes the outcome of the Tripartite Review Commission on the United Nations in Afghanistan,
which was established in accordance with Security Council resolution 2210 (2015), with a view to fully examining
the role, structure and activities of all United Nations entities in Afghanistan, in accordance with the principles of
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Afghan national sovereignty, national leadership and national ownership, in the light of the completion of the
security transition and the beginning of the transformation decade, and supports efforts to promote greater mutual
accountability and transparency, effectiveness and capacity-building;

107. Stresses the need to ensure that the Assistance Mission is adequately resourced and protected by the
Afghan authorities, with international support, as appropriate, to fulfil its mandate;

108. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly every three months on developments
in Afghanistan, as well as on the progress made in the implementation of the present resolution;

109. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its seventy-first session the item entitled “The situation
in Afghanistan”.

RESOLUTION 70/78

Adopted at the 70th plenary meeting, on 9 December 2015, without a vote, on the basis of draft resolution A/70/L.16, as
orally revised, sponsored by South Africa (on behalf of the States Members of the United Nations that are members of the
Group of 77 and China)

70/78. Extension of the preparatory period preceding the graduation of the Republic of Vanuatu from the
least developed country category

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 59/209 of 20 December 2004, 67/221 of 21 December 2012 and 68/18 of
4 December 2013,

Reaffirming its commitment to the process of graduation from least developed country status and to
encouraging smooth transition measures for graduating countries,

Giving due consideration to the unprecedented human and material losses which Vanuatu suffered as a result
of Cyclone Pam on 13 and 14 March 2015, and to the serious disruption this natural disaster caused to the economic
and social progress Vanuatu had for several years been demonstrating,

Inviting the international community to continue to generously support the rehabilitation and disaster
preparedness efforts undertaken by the Government of Vanuatu in this context,

1. Expresses its deep concern at the severe consequences for Vanuatu of Cyclone Pam on 13 and
14 March 2015;

2. Decides to extend by an additional period of three years, until 4 December 2020, the preparatory period
that Vanuatu is currently benefiting from, before graduation from the least developed country category occurs;

3. Underlines the exceptional nature of this decision, taken in the context of the unique disruption caused to
the economic and social progress of Vanuatu by Cyclone Pam.

RESOLUTION 70/104

Adopted at the 72nd plenary meeting, on 10 December 2015, without a vote, on the basis of draft resolution A/70/L.25 and
Add.1, sponsored by: Albania, Andorra, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria,
Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany,
Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Indonesia, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Mexico,
Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Republic of
Moldova, Romania, San Marino, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, the former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia, Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America

70/104. Safety and security of humanitarian personnel and protection of United Nations personnel
The General Assembly,

Reaffirming its resolution 46/182 of 19 December 1991 on the strengthening of the coordination of
humanitarian emergency assistance of the United Nations,
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Recalling all relevant resolutions on the safety and security of humanitarian personnel and protection of
United Nations personnel, including its resolution 69/133 of 12 December 2014, as well as Security Council
resolutions on the protection of humanitarian personnel, including resolution 2175 (2014) of 29 August 2014, and
relevant statements by the President of the Council,

Recalling also all Security Council resolutions and presidential statements and reports of the Secretary-
General to the Council on the protection of civilians in armed conflict,

Reaffirming the principles, rules and relevant provisions of international law, including international
humanitarian law and human rights law, as well as all relevant treaties,”® and the need to further promote and
ensure respect thereof,

Recalling the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949'*° and the Additional Protocols thereto of 8 June
1977,"*° and the obligation of parties to armed conflict to respect and ensure respect for international humanitarian
law in all circumstances, and urging all such parties to comply with international humanitarian law and ensure
respect for and protection of all humanitarian personnel and United Nations and associated personnel,

Deeply concerned by the continuous erosion, in many cases, of respect for the principles and rules of
international law, in particular international humanitarian law,

Reaffirming the principles of humanity, neutrality, impartiality and independence for the provision of
humanitarian assistance,

Recalling that primary responsibility under international law for the security and protection of humanitarian
personnel and United Nations and associated personnel lies with the Government hosting a United Nations
operation conducted under the Charter of the United Nations or its agreements with relevant organizations,

Expressing its appreciation to those Governments which respect the internationally agreed principles on the
protection of humanitarian personnel and United Nations and associated personnel, while expressing concern over
the lack of respect for these principles in some areas,

Noting the fact that the number of States parties to the Convention on the Safety of United Nations and
Associated Personnel,'*' which entered into force on 15 January 1999, has reached 91, mindful of the need to
promote the universality of the Convention, and welcoming the entry into force on 19 August 2010 of the Optional
Protocol to the Convention on the Safety of United Nations and Associated Personnel,'** which expands the scope
of legal protection under the Convention,

Expressing deep concern at the complex and dynamic security environment, marked by the diverse and
multifaceted threats and significant security risks faced by humanitarian personnel and United Nations and
associated personnel, and the increase in the number of direct attacks against such personnel at the field level, as
they operate in increasingly high-risk environments,

Deeply concerned about the particular vulnerability of locally recruited humanitarian personnel and United
Nations associated personnel to safety and security-related incidents, including road traffic accidents, arrest and
detention, and abduction,

Expressing deep concern that the occurrence of attacks and threats against humanitarian personnel and United
Nations and associated personnel is a factor that severely restricts the provision of assistance and protection to

"% These include, notably, the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations of 13 February 1946, the Convention
on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies of 21 November 1947, the Convention on the Safety of United Nations and
Associated Personnel of 9 December 1994, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Safety of United Nations and Associated
Personnel of 8 December 2005, the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War of 12 August 1949
and the Additional Protocols to the Geneva Conventions of 8 June 1977, and Amended Protocol II of 3 May 1996 to the Convention on
Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have
Indiscriminate Effects of 10 October 1980, as applicable.

139 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, Nos. 970-973.
M0 1bid., vol. 1125, Nos. 17512 and 17513.
" Ibid., vol. 2051, No. 35457.

142 Resolution 60/42, annex.



I. Resolutions adopted without reference to a Main Committee

populations in need, and commending the commitment of United Nations and other humanitarian personnel to stay
and deliver effectively the most critical programmes even in dangerous environments,

Stressing the need to uphold the respect and protection which the flag of the United Nations, and the nature of
humanitarian work, should command and ensure, and stressing the importance of fully respecting the obligations
relating to the use of vehicles and premises of humanitarian personnel and United Nations and associated personnel
as defined by relevant international instruments, as well as the obligations relating to distinctive emblems
recognized in the Geneva Conventions,

Commending the courage and commitment of those who take part in humanitarian operations, especially
national and locally recruited personnel, and including those serving with national and international non-
governmental organizations in the field, often at great personal risk,

Commending also the courage and commitment of those who take part in peace operations, including
peacekeeping operations,'* often at great personal risk, especially national and locally recruited personnel,

Noting with concern the evolving threats that United Nations personnel face when deployed and that, in 2014,
1,734 persons, representing 0.96 per cent of the United Nations system personnel, were affected by safety and
security incidents, with 30 fatalities, of which 15 resulted from acts of violence, namely, crime, acts of terrorism and
civil unrest, 166 injuries, of which 65 resulted from acts of violence, and 6 abductions,'** and noting that these
figures do not include United Nations personnel who are not part of the United Nations security management
system, ]ilslch as locally recruited area staff of UNRWA, of whom 18 were killed, 52 injured and 5 abducted
in 2014,

Strongly condemning all attacks against humanitarian personnel, expressing profound regret at the deaths,
injuries and abductions resulting from these attacks, and noting with concern that there were 329 recorded attacks
against humanitarian personnel in 2014, resulting in at least 121 personnel killed, 88 injured and 120 abducted,

Strongly condemning also all attacks and threats against medical personnel and humanitarian personnel
exclusively engaged in medical duties, their means of transport and equipment, as well as hospitals and other
medical facilities, and deploring the long-term consequences of such attacks for the population and health-care
systems of the countries concerned, and in this regard welcoming efforts by States, international and non-
governmental organizations and other relevant stakeholders to strengthen compliance with international
humanitarian law by raising awareness and promoting preparedness to address the grave and serious humanitarian
consequences arising from such violence,

Expressing profound regret at the deaths, illnesses and other adverse consequences affecting humanitarian
personnel and health-care personnel as a result of public health hazards such as the outbreak of the Ebola virus
disease in West Africa, and stressing the need for a conducive environment, appropriate equipment and resilient
public health systems, and the urgency of preparedness,

Expressing deep concern at the deep and long-lasting impacts of attacks and threats against humanitarian
personnel and United Nations and associated personnel,

Strongly condemning acts of murder and other forms of violence, rape and sexual assault and all forms of
violence committed in particular against women and children, and intimidation, armed robbery, abduction,
hostage-taking, kidnapping, harassment and illegal arrest and detention, to which those participating in
humanitarian operations are exposed, as well as attacks on humanitarian convoys and acts of destruction and
looting of property,

' The safety and security of United Nations peacekeepers is specifically addressed in the annual report of the Special Committee on
Peacekeeping Operations (Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-ninth Session, Supplement No. 19 (A/69/19)). Except where
otherwise specified, the present resolution focuses only on the safety and security of civilian United Nations and associated personnel
falling under the United Nations security management system under the responsibility of the Department of Safety and Security of the
Secretariat.

144 See A/70/383, annex L.
'3 Ibid., annex V.
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Affirming the need for States to ensure that perpetrators of attacks committed on their territory against
humanitarian personnel and United Nations and associated personnel and against their premises or assets do not
operate with impunity, that such attacks are investigated promptly and effectively and that the perpetrators of such acts
are brought to justice, as provided for by national laws and in accordance with obligations under international law,

Recalling the inclusion of attacks intentionally directed against personnel involved in a humanitarian
assistance or peacekeeping mission in accordance with the Charter, as long as they are entitled to the protection
given to civilians or civilian objects under the international law of armed conflict, as a war crime in the Rome
Statute of the International Criminal Court,'*® and noting the role that the Court can play in appropriate cases in
bringing to justice those responsible for serious violations of international humanitarian law,

Reaffirming the need to ensure adequate levels of safety and security for United Nations and associated
personnel, including locally recruited staff, which constitutes an underlying duty of the Organization, and mindful of
the need to promote and enhance security consciousness within the organizational culture of the United Nations and
a culture of accountability at all levels, as well as to continue to promote awareness of and sensitivity to national and
local cultures and laws,

Gravely concerned at the large number of accidents and resulting casualties among United Nations and
associated personnel, and conscious of the importance of road and aviation safety in ensuring the continuity of
United Nations operations and preventing casualties among civilians and United Nations and associated personnel,
and in this regard regretting the loss of civilian life as a result of such incidents,

Stressing that acceptance of humanitarian personnel and United Nations and associated personnel by the host
Governments, local authorities, local communities, populations and other parties as appropriate crucially contributes
to their safety and security,

Noting the importance of reinforcing close collaboration between the United Nations and the host country on
contingency planning, information exchange and risk assessment in the context of good mutual cooperation on
issues relating to the security of United Nations and associated personnel, as well as the importance of coordinating
prevention and mitigation measures and managing security in crisis situations,

Noting also that, in order to remain fit for purpose and to support the effective and principled delivery of
humanitarian assistance, the United Nations security management system needs to evolve in response to the
challenging global security environment, requiring, inter alia, an effective management structure, adequate and
predictable resources and the timely deployment of security personnel with appropriate skills and field experience
and of the equipment necessary for the performance of their duties, including vehicles and telecommunications
equipment, which have an essential role in facilitating the safety of humanitarian personnel and United Nations and
associated personnel,

1. Welcomes the report of the Secretary-General;'*

2. Urges all States to make every effort to ensure the full and effective implementation of the relevant
principles and rules of international law, including international humanitarian law and human rights law, and refugee
law as applicable, related to the safety and security of humanitarian personnel and United Nations personnel;

3. Condemns in the strongest possible terms the alarming increase in threats to and deliberate targeting of
humanitarian personnel and United Nations and associated personnel and the unprecedented increase in the scale
and the increasingly complex nature of threats faced by such personnel, such as the disturbing trend of politically
and criminally motivated attacks, including extremist attacks, against them;

4. Strongly urges all States to take the necessary measures to ensure the safety and security of national and
international humanitarian personnel and United Nations and associated personnel and to respect and ensure respect
for the inviolability of United Nations premises, which are essential to the continuation and successful
implementation of United Nations operations;

146 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2187, No. 38544.
7 A/70/383.



I. Resolutions adopted without reference to a Main Committee

5. Calls upon all Governments and parties in complex humanitarian emergencies, in particular in armed
conflicts and in post-conflict situations, in countries in which humanitarian personnel are operating, in conformity
with the relevant provisions of international law and national laws, to cooperate fully with the United Nations and
other humanitarian agencies and organizations and to ensure the safe and unhindered access of humanitarian
personnel and the delivery of supplies and equipment, in order to allow those personnel to perform efficiently their
task of assisting the affected civilian population, including refugees and internally displaced persons;

6.  Calls upon all States to consider becoming parties to and to respect fully their obligations under the
relevant international instruments;

7. Also calls upon all States to consider becoming parties to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal
Court;146

8. Further calls upon all States to consider becoming parties to the Optional Protocol to the Convention on
the Safety of United Nations and Associated Personnel,'* and urges States parties to put in place appropriate
national legislation, as necessary, to enable its effective implementation;

9.  Calls upon all States, all parties involved in armed conflict and all humanitarian actors to respect the
principles of humanity, neutrality, impartiality and independence for the provision of humanitarian assistance;

10. Welcomes the contribution of female humanitarian personnel and United Nations and associated
personnel in humanitarian and United Nations operations, expresses concern that these personnel may be more
exposed to certain forms of crime and acts of intimidation and harassment, strongly urges the United Nations system
and Member States to analyse the different forms of violence, crime, acts of intimidation and harassment to which
women and men are differently exposed, and also strongly urges the United Nations system and Member States to
choose appropriate and gender-sensitive approaches for their safety and security and to ensure that female
humanitarian personnel and United Nations and associated personnel are meaningfully included in decisions related
to their safety and security;

11.  Strongly condemns all threats and acts of violence against humanitarian personnel and United Nations
and associated personnel, also condemns attacks intentionally directed against personnel involved in a peacekeeping
mission'* in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations as long as they are entitled to protection from attack
under international humanitarian law, reaffirms the need to prosecute, penalize and punish those responsible for such
acts, strongly urges all States to take stronger action to ensure that crimes against such personnel do not remain
unpunished and are investigated fully, and affirms the need for States to ensure that perpetrators of any such acts
committed on their territory do not operate with impunity, as provided by national laws and obligations under
international law;

12.  Stresses the importance of continued close coordination and consultation with host Governments on the
functioning of the security level system and related tools, and in this regard encourages the Secretary-General to
continue to consult with the host Governments;

13. Calls upon all States to comply fully with their obligations under international humanitarian law,
including as provided for under the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War
of 12 August 1949,"*® in order to respect and protect civilians, including humanitarian personnel;

14. Stresses the obligation, in accordance with international humanitarian law and national laws and
regulations, as applicable, to respect and protect medical personnel, as well as humanitarian personnel exclusively
engaged in medical duties, their means of transport and equipment, as well as hospitals and other medical facilities,
in all circumstances, in this regard notes the role of domestic legal frameworks and other appropriate measures in
promoting the safety and protection of such personnel, and urges States [and all parties to armed conflict] to develop
effective measures to prevent and address violence against such personnel, their means of transport and equipment,
as well as hospitals and other medical facilities;
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15. Notes the importance of giving due consideration to the question of the safety and security of United
Nations and other humanitarian personnel at the World Humanitarian Summit, to be held in Istanbul, Turkey,
on 23 and 24 May 2016 ;

16. Calls upon all States to provide adequate and prompt information in the event of the arrest or detention
of humanitarian personnel or United Nations and associated personnel, so as to afford them the necessary medical
assistance and to allow independent medical teams to visit and examine the health of those detained, and to ensure
their right to legal counsel, and urges States to take the necessary measures to ensure the speedy release of those
who have been arrested or detained in violation of the relevant conventions referred to in the present resolution and
applicable international humanitarian law;

17. Calls upon all parties involved in armed conflict not to abduct, take hostage or kidnap humanitarian
personnel or United Nations and associated personnel or to detain them in violation of the relevant conventions
referred to in the present resolution and applicable international humanitarian law, and speedily to release, without
harm or requirement of concession, any abductee or detainee;

18. Requests the Secretary-General to take the necessary measures to promote full respect for the human
rights, privileges and immunities of United Nations and associated personnel, and also requests the Secretary-
General to seek the inclusion, in negotiations of headquarters and other mission agreements concerning United
Nations and associated personnel, of the applicable conditions contained in the Convention on the Privileges and
Immunities of the United Nations,**° the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized
Agencies™ and the Convention on the Safety of United Nations and Associated Personnel;**

19. Recommends that the Secretary-General continue to seek the inclusion of, and that host countries
include, key provisions of the Convention on the Safety of United Nations and Associated Personnel, among others,
those regarding the prevention of attacks against members of the operation, the establishment of such attacks as
crimes punishable by law and the prosecution or extradition of offenders, in future as well as, if necessary, in
existing status-of-forces, status-of-mission, host country and other related agreements negotiated between the United
Nations and those countries, mindful of the importance of the timely conclusion of such agreements, and
encourages further efforts in this regard;

20. Encourages the Secretary-General to continue the ongoing efforts of the United Nations to develop a
more systematic follow-up process with relevant host Governments on cases of serious crimes and acts of violence
resulting in the death or serious injury of United Nations system personnel, in order to bring perpetrators to justice;

21. Calls attention to and reaffirms the obligation of all humanitarian personnel and United Nations and
associated personnel to respect and, where required, observe the national laws of the country in which they are
operating, in accordance with international law and the Charter;

22. Stresses the importance of ensuring that humanitarian personnel and United Nations and associated
personnel are aware and respectful of national and local customs and traditions in their countries of assignment and
communicate clearly their purpose and objectives to local populations in order to enhance their acceptance, thereby
contributing to their safety and security, and in this regard ensure that humanitarian action is guided by humanitarian
principles;

23. Urges the United Nations and other relevant humanitarian actors to include as part of their risk-
management strategy the building of good relations and trust with national and local governments and the
promotion of acceptance by local communities and all relevant actors with a view to enhancing safety and
security;

24. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to take the necessary measures to ensure that United Nations
and other personnel carrying out activities in fulfilment of the mandate of a United Nations operation are properly
informed about and operate in conformity with the minimum operating security standards and relevant codes of
conduct and are properly informed about the conditions under which they are called upon to operate and the
standards that they are required to meet, including those contained in relevant national laws and international law,
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and that adequate training in security, human rights law and international humanitarian law is provided so as to
enhance their security and effectiveness in accomplishing their functions, and reaffirms the necessity for all other
humanitarian organizations to provide their personnel with similar support;

25. Also requests the Secretary-General to continue, in coordination with Member States, to take the
necessary measures to ensure that all United Nations premises and assets, including staff residences, are compliant
with the United Nations minimum operating security standards and other relevant United Nations security
standards, and to continue the ongoing assessment of United Nations premises and physical security worldwide;

26. Welcomes the ongoing efforts of the Secretary-General to ensure that all United Nations personnel
receive adequate safety and security training, stresses the need to continue to improve training so as to enhance
cultural awareness and knowledge of relevant law, including international humanitarian law, prior to their
deployment to the field, and reaffirms the necessity for all other humanitarian organizations to provide their
personnel with similar support;

27.  Also welcomes the efforts of the Secretary-General to provide counselling and support services to United
Nations personnel affected by safety and security incidents, and emphasizes the importance of making available
stress management, mental health and related services for United Nations personnel throughout the system, and
encourages all humanitarian organizations to provide their personnel with similar support;

28. Notes with appreciation the ongoing measures taken by the Secretary-General and the United Nations
system to enhance road safety, including through improved training and initiatives to promote road safety so as to
reduce incidents caused by road hazards and, in particular, to reduce casualties or injuries resulting from these
incidents among United Nations and associated personnel and among the civilian population in the host country, and
requests the Secretary-General to continue the collection and analysis of data and to report on road incidents,
including civilian casualties resulting from road accidents;

29. Welcomes the progress made towards further enhancing the security management system of the United
Nations, including through the integration of all security personnel of the Secretariat under the leadership of the
Under-Secretary-General for Safety and Security, and supports the continued implementation of the stay-and-deliver
strategy while focusing on effectively managing the risks to which personnel are exposed in order to enable the
United Nations system to deliver the most critical programmes, even in high-risk environments;

30. Encourages the Secretary-General to continue consistent implementation of the programme criticality
framework as an operational tool allowing informed decisions on acceptable risk to United Nations personnel;

31. Also encourages the Secretary-General to continue to develop enabling procedures that facilitate the
deployment of suitably qualified United Nations security personnel, with the aim of improving the safety and
security measures of the United Nations, in order to strengthen the ability of the United Nations to deliver on its
programmes, mandates and activities, including humanitarian programmes;

32. Requests the Secretary-General, inter alia through the Inter-Agency Security Management Network, to
continue the increased cooperation and collaboration among United Nations departments, organizations, funds and
programmes and affiliated international organizations, including between their headquarters and field offices, in the
planning and implementation of measures aimed at improving staff security, training and awareness, including field
crisis management and gender inclusion in security management, and calls upon all relevant United Nations
departments, organizations, funds and programmes and affiliated international organizations to support those efforts;

33. Calls upon all relevant actors to make every effort to support in their public statements a favourable
environment for the safety and security of humanitarian personnel and United Nations and associated personnel;

34. Emphasizes the need to pay particular attention to the safety and security of locally recruited
humanitarian personnel and United Nations and associated personnel, who account for the large majority of
casualties and who are particularly vulnerable to attacks, including in cases of kidnapping, harassment, banditry and
intimidation, requests the Secretary-General to keep under review the relevant United Nations safety and security
policy and to enhance the safety and security of locally recruited personnel, while maintaining operational
effectiveness, and calls upon the United Nations and humanitarian organizations to ensure that their personnel are
adequately consulted on, informed about and trained in the relevant security measures, plans and initiatives of their
respective organizations, which should be in line with applicable national laws and international law;
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35. Notes with appreciation the progress reported in implementing the recommendations of the Independent
Panel on Safety and Security of United Nations Personnel and Premises Worldwide;

36. Requests the Department of Safety and Security of the Secretariat to further strengthen the security
management of the United Nations, focusing on strengthening security risk management policy and tools and their
application, increasing situational awareness and analysis capacity, strengthening policy development and
promoting best practices, increasing compliance with minimum operating security standards and improving
monitoring and evaluation, enhancing surge capacity for emergency response, devising effective physical security
measures, developing the expertise of security professionals and strengthening support to the designated officials
and the security management teams in the field, and promoting an effective and preventive security management
approach that is multidimensi