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Letter dated 3 November 2009 from the Chairperson of the African
Union Commission addressed to the Secretary-General

BC/U/964/11.09 Addis Ababa, 3 Naovember 2009

Mr. Sacretary-Genaral,

| am writing to you in connection with the meeting of-the AU Peace and Security
Councll (PSC) that took piace, at the lavel of Heads of State and Govemment, in Abuja,

.Nigeria, on 29 October 2009, o consider the Report and Recommendations aubmitted

by the AU High-Level Panel on Darfur (AUPD). As you are aware, the AUPD was
established by the PSC in July 2008, to examine the situation in Darfur in depth and
submil" recommendations on how best the issues of accountabifity and combating
impunlty, on the one hand, peace, reconcliiation and healing, on the other, could
effectively and comprehensively be addressed. .

| wish to take this opportunily to express my appreciation fo the United Nations
Under-Secretary-Géneral for Peace Keeping Operations for his participation, on your
behalf, in the meeting and his contribution to the deliberations of the PSC. The UN
presence in Abuja' was a further testimony to the partnership between our two
organizations in the promotion of peace, security and stability in Darfur and Sudan as a
whole, and indeed in the entire Alrican continent.

| am forwarding, herewith, the communiqué of the 207" meeting of the. PSC
together with the AUPD Report, for your information and their distribution as officlal
documents of the United Nations Security Council. In its communiqué, the PSC
endorsed the Repori of the AUPD and requested me to take a number of steps towards
the implementation of the recommendations contained therein, with the support of our
partners, in particular the United Nations. Among others, the PSC requested me to
establish an AU High Level Implementation Panel (AUHIP), and to undertake
consultations with you and with the Secratary-General of the League of Arab States, for
the speedy establishment of a Consultative Forum, involving relevant stakehoiders and
neighbors of Sudan to receive regular reports on the implementation of the declsion and
serve as a coordinating mechanism.

Mr. Ban Kkkmoon -

Secretary-General of the United Nations
New York
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As a follow-up 1o the PSC decision, | intend to travel to New York, at your earliest
convenience and that of the United Nations Security Council, with the Chair of the newly
eslablished AUHIP, former President of South Africa, Mr. Thabo Mbeki, and the
Commissioner for Peace and Security, Amb. Ramtane Lamamra. The purpose of this

visit wil be to brief the UN Security Council on the Report and Recommendations of the )

AUPD and the decision of the PSC, and to consult with you on how best we could
pursue the search for peace in Darfur and Sudan as a whole, in light of the
Recommendations of the AUPD. The AU Permanent Observer Mission o the United
Nations in New York, through the appropriale channel, will liaise with the President of
the Security Councll to request the envisaged meeting with the Security Council.

As requested by the PSC, | would be grateful if you could formaliy transmit the
decision of the PSC and the AUPD Report to the members of the Securlty Council; for

their information and appropriate action. | would also appreciate it if you could forward.

to them copy of the present latter,

| wish to siress the importance of the continued partnership between our two
institutions towards the achievement of pesce, justice and reconciiiation in Darfur, as
part of the overail efforts to promote Jasting peace in the Sudan-as a whole and further
the democralic iransformation of the country, in iine with the vision articulated by the
Comprehensive Peace Agreement. | am confident that we can continue fo count on the
support of the United Nations and on your personal support.

Please accept, Mr. Secretary-General, the assurances of my highest
consideration.

09-98989




