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1. In the year of the 50th anniversary of the Biological Weapons Convention, African
States Parties reaffirmed their shared commitment to a world free of biological weapons and
to the peaceful uses of the life sciences for the benefit of all humanity, during the first African
Conference on the BWC, held in Nairobi, Kenya, from 26 to 28 November 2025.

2. Organised by the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA), the
conference represented the largest ever regional gathering of African States Parties to the
BWC and constituted a unique occasion to reiterate Africa’s united voice to uphold the
Convention and work collectively towards a safer, more secure world free from the threat of
biological weapons.

3. It was in this context that African States Parties worked on developing this non-legally
binding declaration on the universalisation and comprehensive implementation of the BWC,
which served as the outcome of the Conference.

4. African States Parties to the BWC hereby submit for the consideration of all States
Parties, the Declaration by the Representatives of African States Parties on the
Universalisation and Comprehensive Implementation of the Biological Weapons Convention
(known as the “Nairobi Declaration on the BWC”), constituting the vision of African States
Parties on a universal and strengthened BWC.

* The present document is being issued without formal editing.
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Annex

Declaration by the representatives of African States Parties on the
universalisation and comprehensive implementation of the Biological
Weapons Convention (BWC) at the African Conference on the BWC
(Nairobi, Kenya, 26 - 28 November 2025)

1. We, the representatives of African States Parties to the Biological Weapons
Convention (BWC), convened at the African Conference on the BWC in Nairobi, Kenya,
from 26 to 28 November 2025, reaffirm our shared commitment to a world free of biological
weapons and to the peaceful uses of the life sciences for the benefit of all humanity.

2. We make this declaration at the largest ever regional gathering of African States
Parties, on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the entry into force of the BWC, to take
stock of progress made towards universalisation and to outline our common vision for the
comprehensive implementation of the Convention across the continent with a view to
informing discussions during the upcoming Meeting of States Parties and sessions of the
Working Group on the Strengthening of the BWC.

3. We thank Kenya for hosting the Conference and commend all States Parties that have
supported their peers in the national implementation of the Convention.

4, We express our appreciation to the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs
(UNODA) for convening this Conference and to all stakeholders who contributed to its
success.

5. In a time of increasing global and regional challenges in disarmament, non-
proliferation, and biosecurity, we reaffirm the importance of the BWC as a fundamental pillar
of international peace and security and call for the universalisation and effective
implementation of the Convention in Africa and around the world.

6. We recognise the key role of the Convention to the African context, where States face
arange of complex security threats, such as those emanating from non-State actors, including
terrorist and criminal groups, while striving to meet pressing development priorities.

7. We acknowledge the need to strengthen international, regional, sub-regional and
national capacities to prevent, detect, and respond to biological threats as part of broader
efforts to enhance biosecurity, public health resilience, and sustainable development across
the continent.

8. We acknowledge the unique and diverse challenges faced by African States Parties
with respect to the implementation of the BWC.

Strengthening the Convention

9. We note that the BWC is the first multilateral disarmament treaty to prohibit an entire
category of weapon of mass destruction, and recognise that its provisions, alongside the 1925
Geneva Protocol and United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004), collectively
strengthen the international norm against the development, production, stockpiling,
acquisition, retention and use of biological weapons.

10.  We emphasise that the benefits of implementing the Convention extend beyond
disarmament and non-proliferation and include improved public health outcomes, stronger
science-based governance, and better international cooperation, particularly in preventing
and responding to outbreaks affecting humans, animals, and plants.

11.  We welcome the undertakings of the Working Group on the Strengthening of the
Convention and support efforts that will strengthen and institutionalise the Convention in all
its aspects. We encourage the active engagement of Africa States Parties in its deliberations
and outputs.

12.  We reaffirm the value of a coordinated approach to biological risk prevention and
mitigation in Africa and highlight that the Convention’s effective implementation contributes
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directly to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals in synergy with the African Union’s
Agenda 2063.

Universalisation
13.  We welcome the progress made towards universalisation of the BWC in Africa.

14.  We encourage African States that have not yet done so to accede to or ratify the
Convention without delay. Achieving universal membership on the African continent would
reinforce the global norm against biological weapons and enhance regional readiness to
prevent and respond to biological threats.

National Implementation

15.  We affirm that full national implementation is fundamental to the Convention’s
effectiveness. This includes the adoption of appropriate legal, regulatory, administrative, and
judicial measures prohibiting the development, production, stockpiling, acquisition, retention
and use of biological agents or toxins for hostile purposes.

16.  We stress the importance of appropriate measures, including effective national export
controls, by all States Parties to implement Article 11, in order to ensure that direct and
indirect transfers relevant to the Convention, to any recipient whatsoever, are authorised only
when the intended use is for purposes not prohibited under the Convention.

17.  Wealso stress that States Parties should not use the provisions of Article 111 to impose
restrictions and/or limitations on transfers for purposes consistent with the objectives and
provisions of the Convention of scientific knowledge, technology, equipment and materials
under Article X.

18.  We underscore the value of outreach and awareness-raising efforts directed at those
working in the life sciences and other relevant industries, to promote understanding of State
Party obligations and applicable national legislation.

19.  We note with satisfaction of the considerable increase in the designation of National
Contact Points (NCPs) in Africa in the recent past and encourage States Parties that have not
yet done so to designate an NCP. NCPs play a pivotal role in coordinating national
implementation, fostering intersectoral collaboration, and liaising with international partners.

20.  We recognise the role of civil society, academia, and the private sector in supporting
BW(C-related activities and underline the importance of inclusive engagement, including the
participation of women and youth.

21.  We encourage the full, equal, and effective participation of women and youth as an
essential means to advancing the goals of disarmament, non-proliferation, and biological risk
reduction.

22.  We commend the increasing collaboration amongst African States Parties, including
NCPs, and support continued efforts to build capacity through regional workshops and
information sharing.

23.  We note the importance of honouring financial commitments to the Convention,
which is a prerequisite for its sustainability and functioning.

Verification and Compliance Measures

24.  We welcome the discussions at the Working Group on the Strengthening of the
Biological Weapons Convention concerning the establishment of an Open-Ended Working
Group to further develop measures to strengthen compliance and verification in the context
of the Convention.

25.  We acknowledge the value of working towards establishing a verification mechanism
for the Convention and of verification measures that are legally binding under the
Convention.
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V.

VI.

Confidence-Building Measures (CBMs)

26.  We acknowledge the importance of CBMs as a tool to enhance transparency and as a
trust-building mechanism amongst States Parties.

27.  We also acknowledge that while these tools have enabled us to function in the absence
of a proper verification system, they cannot serve as measures of ensuring compliance.

28.  We recognise the importance of improving the quality and regularity of our CBM
submissions and encourage national and regional efforts to build capacity in this area.

29. We commend those African States Parties that have recently submitted their
countries’ first CBM reports and encourage all other States Parties that have not yet done so
to submit an initial CBM report.

International Cooperation under Article X

30.  We reaffirm that efforts to prevent the proliferation of biological weapons should not
hamper international cooperation in materials, equipment, and technology for peaceful
purposes.

31.  Werecognise the central role of international cooperation and assistance under Article
X of the Convention.

32.  We call for the establishment of a mechanism open to all States Parties to facilitate
international cooperation and assistance, and stress that Article X implementation must be
guided by the needs and priorities of beneficiary countries.

33.  Weunderscore the right of African States Parties to have equitable access to biological
equipment, materials and technologies for peaceful purposes.

34.  We reaffirm our commitment to enhancing international, regional, sub-regional and
South-South collaboration, sharing good practices, and strengthening the BWC through
mutual assistance.

35.  We call on all States Parties to foster partnerships for the peaceful use of biological
science and technology, including in the fields of public health, agriculture, and
biotechnology.

36.  We call for increased support and targeted technical cooperation to strengthen
laboratory capacity, epidemiological surveillance, and rapid response in countries facing
internal security challenges and health vulnerabilities.

37.  We acknowledge the considerable expertise developed by African States in
responding to biological events, such as the COVID-19 pandemic and regional epidemics,
and encourage the sharing of knowledge with States Parties worldwide in support of BWC
implementation.

38.  We recognise the value of existing regional and global networks and call for stronger
coordination among assistance providers and stakeholders active in Africa.

39. We emphasise the role of multilingualism in enhancing the accessibility and
inclusiveness of BWC-related processes. We call for efforts to overcome language barriers
that hinder the full participation of African States Parties in BWC activities and meetings and
highlight the need to strengthen the use of French, Arabic, Spanish and Portuguese in all
BWC meetings and workshops, where possible.

40.  We recognise the importance of the BWC sponsorship programme in facilitating
broad participation from developing countries in BWC meetings. We encourage further
voluntary contributions to the programme.

41.  We commend the capacity building and technical support provided by UNODA and
thank States Parties who have provided voluntary contributions as well as the Global
Partnership against the Spread of Weapons and Materials of Mass Destruction, including
through the Signature Initiative to Mitigate Biological Threats in Africa (SIMBA), aimed at
strengthening BWC implementation on the African continent.
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VII.  Science and Technology

42.  We note the importance of scientific and technological developments in the life
sciences and their potential peaceful applications.

43.  We also note that scientific and technological developments are giving rise to
unprecedented risks related to the Convention that could decrease scientific and financial
barriers to the development of biological weapons.

44.  We encourage the promotion of a culture of responsibility amongst relevant national
professionals and the voluntary development, adoption and promulgation of codes of
conduct.

45.  We call for the establishment of a mechanism, reflecting an equitable regional and
geographical distribution, to review and assess scientific and technological developments in
the life sciences and provide advice to States Parties.

VIIl.  Regional Cooperation

46.  We recognise the value of regional cooperation and the role of relevant African
institutions in bolstering biosafety, biosecurity, and in assisting States Parties with BWC
implementation.

47.  We recognise the important role of the African Union and various subregional
organisations in promoting dialogue and coordination on biological risk reduction and in
supporting the integration of the BWC into broader regional frameworks.

48.  We note with appreciation the critical contribution of the Africa Centres for Disease
Control and Prevention to strengthening public health systems, supporting laboratory
networks, and enhancing preparedness for biological threats.

49.  We underscore the benefits of South-South cooperation, particularly amongst African
States Parties, and encourage the sharing of national experiences and innovations.

IX.  Implementation of Article VII

50. We continue to affirm the importance of the implementation of Article VII and
welcome measures in support of the decision of the Eighth Review Conference that ...
should a request for assistance be made, it should be promptly considered and an appropriate
response provided. In this context, in view of the humanitarian imperative, the Conference
encourages States Parties in a position to do so to provide timely emergency assistance, if
requested pending consideration of a decision by the Security Council.”

We stand united in our resolve to uphold the BWC and to work collectively towards a
safer, more secure and resilient Africa and world.
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