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Invitations extended and country visit requests

Invitations extended to WGEID

Country Date
Algeria To be decided (TBD)
Bangladesh Accepted on 6 January 2025, visit dates TBD

Burkina Faso
Canada

Ghana

Guatemala

Kenya

Libya

Maldives

Mali

Republic of Korea
South Sudan

Sudan

Last quarter of 2019 (did not take place)
Accepted on 24 October 2024, visit dates TBD
Last quarter of 2021

Accepted on 17 December 2024, visit dates TBD
Postponed, TBD

TBD, postponed

Accepted on 9 May 2024, visit dates TBD

26 August — 3 September 2019 (did not take place)
June 2025, postponed

Last quarter of 2016 (did not take place)

20 to 29 November 2017 (did not take place)

Visits requested by WGEID

Country Request sent Last reminder sent
Afghanistan 17 April 2019 24 April 2020
Algeria 25 August 2000 24 November 2023
Angola 23 May 2023 25 February 2025
Bangladesh 12 March 2013 24 April 2020
Belarus 30 June 2011 29 April 2025
Brazil 8 April 2020 24 May 2023
Cameroon 12 April 2019 28 February 2024
Canada 20 February 2024 -

China 19 February 2013 26 February 2025
Colombia 22 October 2020 -

Cuba 24 November 2023 26 February 2025
Democratic Republic of the Congo 17 May 2017 25 February 2025
Ecuador 24 November 2023 -

El Salvador 6 October 2017 25 February 2025
India 16 August 2010 26 February 2020

GE.25-11078
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Visits requested by WGEID

Country

Request sent

Last reminder sent

Indonesia

Iran (Islamic Republic of)

Israel

Lao People’s Democratic Republic
Lebanon

Malaysia

Nepal

Nicaragua

Nigeria

Pakistan

Philippines

Russian Federation

Rwanda

Saudi Arabia

South Africa

Sudan

Thailand

United Arab Emirates

United States of America
Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of)

Zimbabwe

12 December 2006
18 January 2019
29 April 2025

6 May 2020

27 November 2015
24 November 2023
12 May 2006

23 May 2006

23 January 2019

14 November 2019
3 April 2013

2 November 2006
27 October 2014
24 November 2023
28 October 2014
20 December 2005
30 June 2011

13 September 2013
24 November 2023
28 November 2019
20 July 2009

26 February 2025
26 February 2025
25 May 2023

7 January 2022

27 July 2020

26 February 2025
28 January 2024
26 February 2025
25 May 2023

22 August 2024

8 April 2020

24 November 2023
8 April 2020

24 November 2023
7 January 2022

26 February 2025
26 February 2025
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Annex 11

Statistical summary: cases of enforced disappearance reported to the Working Group between 1980 and 2 May 2025,
and general allegations transmitted

Status of person at date of

Cases transmitted to the Government Cases clarified by: clarification General Allegation
Ouistanding cases Total In Discontinued  Closed
States/entities Cases Female Cases Female Government Sources — Atliberty  detention  Dead cases cases GA sent Response
Afghanistan 20 21 1 0 0 0 1
Albania 1 0 1 0 0
Algeria Yes (2013); No (2018,
3 341 21 3376 24 10 22 12 11 9 2013/2018/2020/2023 2023)

Angola 0 12 1 9 9 3
Armenia 38 2 38 2 0 0
Argentina 3059 727 3445 775 308 78 39 5 342
Azerbaijan 37 0 40 0 2 1 1 1 1
Bahrain 0 22 2 7 15 4 18 2014/2018 Yes (2014, 2018)
Bangladesh 71 1 91 2 11 12 8 2011/2017/2019 No (2011, 2017, 2019)
Belarus 10 2 10 2 1 1 2024 No (2024)
Bhutan 1 0 1 0 0 0
Bolivia
(Plurinational
State of) 26 3 48 3 21 1 21 1
Bosnia and
Herzegovina 1 0 1 0 0 0 2009/2011/2014 Yes (2009, 2011, 2014)
Brazil No (2019, 2022);

16 66 46 4 1 49 2019/2022/2024 Yes (2024)
Bulgaria 0 3 3 0 3 2025 No (2025)
Burkina Faso 0 0 3 0 3 0 3
Burundi 255 10 256 10 0 1 1 2018 No (2018)
Cambodia 1 0 3 0 0 0 2
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Status of person at date of

Cases transmitted to the Government Cases clarified by: clarification General Allegation
Outstanding cases Total In Discontinued  Closed
States/entities Cases Female Cases Female Government Sources — Atliberty  detention  Dead cases cases GA sent Response
Cameroon 19 1 26 1 5 2 6 1 2016 No (2016)
Central African
Republic 3 3 0 0 0 2013 No (2013)
Chad 24 0 35 0 3 8 1 1
Chile 784 63 910 64 104 22 2 124
China No (2010, 2011, 2018,
151 33 319 46 132 36 126 38 4 2010/2011/2018/2019/2024 2019, 2024)
Colombia No (2012, 2013, 2015,
2012/2013/2015/2016/2017/ 2016, 2017, 2020)
946 97 1289 126 275 68 160 24 159 2020/2021 Yes (2021)
Comoros 1 0 1 0 0 0
Congo 89 3 91 3 0 0 2
Cuba 0 0 4 1 3 1 2 2
Cyprus 77 11 77 11 0 0
Czechia 0 0 0 0 0 0 2009 Yes (2009)
Democratic
People’s
Republic of
Korea 477 81 477 81 0 0
Democratic
Republic of the
Congo 52 11 62 11 4 10 2015/2019 Yes (2015); No (2019)
Denmark 1 1 1 2009 No (2009)
Djibouti 0 0 1 0 0 1 1
Dominican
Republic 2 5 2 2 1
Ecuador 0 27 2 18 4 12 4 6 2024 Yes (2024)
Egypt No (2011, 2016, 2017,
250 6 909 40 438 193 157 453 21 28 2011/2016/2017/2023 2023)
El Salvador 2367 295 2760 333 319 74 198 175 20 Mar and May 2015/2022 No (2015, 2022)
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Status of person at date of
Cases transmitted to the Government Cases clarified by: clarification General Allegation
Outstanding cases Total In Discontinued  Closed
States/entities Cases Female Cases Female Government Sources — Atliberty  detention  Dead GA sent Response
Equatorial
Guinea 12 0 12 0 0 0
Eritrea 63 4 63 4 0 0 2012/2017 No (2012, 2017)
Ethiopia 113 2 120 3 3 4 2 5
France 1 0 1 0 0 0
Gambia 14 2 22 2 0 8 8
Georgia 0 0 1 0 1 0 1
Greece 1 0 3 0 0 0
Guatemala 2 897 372 3154 390 177 80 187 6 64 2011/2013/2022 Yes (2011, 2013, 2022)
Guinea 37 2 44 2 0 7 7
Guyana 1 0 1 0 0 0
Haiti 38 1 48 1 9 1 1 4 5
Honduras 130 21 210 34 37 43 54 18 2021/2022 Yes (2021), No (2022)
India No (2009, 2011, 2013,
444 10 530 13 70 16 51 9 23 2009/2011/2013/2019 2019)
Indonesia 189 5 193 5 3 1 3 1 2011/2013/2017 No (2011, 2013, 2017)
Iran (Islamic
Republic of Iran) 580 110 612 111 22 10 13 9 10 2017 No (2017)
Iraq 16429 2300 16577 2317 117 31 122 17 9 2020/2024 No (2020, 2024)
Ireland 0 0 0 0 0 0 2009 No (2009)
Israel 169 5 170 0 0 1 1 2025 No (2025)
Jordan 0 0 9 0 2 5 4
Kazakhstan 1 0 3 0 0 2 2
Kenya No (2011, 2014, 2016,
99 1 99 1 0 0 2011/2014/2016/2017/2025 2017, 2025)
Kuwait 0 0 3 0 0 2 1 1
Lao People’s
Democratic
Republic 9 4 19 5 0 9 1 7 1
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Status of person at date of

Cases transmitted to the Government Cases clarified by: clarification General Allegation
Outstanding cases Total In Discontinued  Closed
States/entities Cases Female Cases Female Government Sources — Atliberty  detention  Dead cases cases GA sent Response
Latvia 2 0 2 0 0 0
Lebanon 314 19 326 19 2 10 10 2
Libya 58 1 80 1 5 15 7 12 1 2 2014/2018/2024 No (2014, 2018, 2024)
Lithuania 0 0 0 0 0 0 2012 Yes (2012)
Malaysia 2 11 2 1 1 1 1 1
Maldives 1 0 1 0 0 0
Mauritania 10 1 11 0 1 0 1
Mexico 2013/2014/Apr, Jun and Sept ~ Yes (2022, 2023); No
354 26 563 45 137 41 83 18 77 31 2017/2022/2023 (2013, 2014, 2017)
Montenegro 0 0 15 1 1 0 1 14
Morocco No (2013, 2020); Yes
151 9 411 31 170 53 141 16 66 37 2013/2020/2023 (2023)
Mozambique 7 0 7
Myanmar 20 4 27 9 7 0 5 2 2017 No (2017)
Namibia 2 0 3 0 0 1 1
Nepal 480 60 694 76 135 79 153 60 1 2021 No (2021)
Nicaragua 112 2 250 7 112 26 47 16 75 2022/2024 No (2022, 2024)
Nigeria 1 17 3 4 10 2020 No (2020)
North Macedonia 0 0 0 2009 No (2009)
Oman 1 0 0 0 1 1
Pakistan No (2015, 2017, 2023,
982 6 1705 12 623 191 510 240 38 2015/2017/2019/2023/2025 2025); Yes (2019)
Panama 1 0 1 0 0 0
Paraguay 0 0 23 0 20 0 19 1 3 2014 Yes (2014)
Peru 2361 224 3003 284 254 388 450 85 107
Philippines 595 67 784 94 142 47 133 19 37 2009/2012 No (2009, 2012)
Qatar 1 0 2 0 1 0 1
Romania 0 0 1 0 1 0 1
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Status of person at date of

Cases transmitted to the Government Cases clarified by: clarification General Allegation

Outstanding cases Total In Discontinued  Closed
States/entities Cases Female Cases Female Government Sources — Atliberty  detention  Dead cases cases GA sent Response
Republic of Korea 4 0 4 0 0 0
Russian Yes (2016); No (2018,
Federation 2633 65 2891 71 70 188 219 21 18 2! 2016/2018/2022/2024 2022 and 2024)
Rwanda 45 8 50 8 0 4 3 1 1
Saudi Arabia 29 5 83 12 20 32 15 35 4 2 2020 No (2020)
Serbia 1 0 2 0 1 0 1
Seychelles 3 0 3 0 0 0
Somalia 1 0 1 0 0 0
South Africa 2 1 13 2 3 2 1 1 3 6
South Sudan 0 3 0 0 0
Spain 10 0 14 0 3 0 3 1 2014/ 2023 No (2014); Yes (2023)
Sri Lanka 6 306 200 12897 269 6 551 40 118 27 6446 2011/2014/2022 Yes (2011, 2014, 2022)
Sudan 177 5 394 39 206 11 214 3 2022/2025 No (2022, 2025)
Switzerland 0 0 1 0 1 0 1
Syrian Arab Mar and Jul Yes (2011); No (2019,
Republic 799 63 862 68 17 46 33 23 7 2011/2019/2021/2023 2021, 2023)
Tajikistan 3 12 5 1 6 2
Thailand 77 6 94 7 2 5 1 3 8 2008/2018 No (2008, 2018)
Timor-Leste 428 29 504 33 58 18 51 23 2
Togo 10 2 11 2 0 1 1
Tunisia 13 0 30 1 12 5 2 15 2025 No (2025)
Tiirkiye 87 3 245 15 94 63 75 42 39 1 2022 No (2022)
Turkmenistan 4 0 9 5 0 4 1 2018 No (2018)
Uganda 22 2 29 4 2 5
Ukraine 6 0 13 3 1 2 2 3

! During its 136th session, the Working Group considered a case duplicated.
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Status of person at date of

Cases transmitted to the Government Cases clarified by: clarification General Allegation
Outstanding cases Total In Discontinued  Closed
States/entities Cases Female Cases Female Government Sources — Atliberty  detention  Dead cases cases GA sent Response
United Arab
Emirates 28 1 70 7 9 33 13 29 2022 No (2022)
United Kingdom
of Great Britain
and Northern
Ireland 0 0 0 0 0 0 2025 No (2025)
United Republic
of Tanzania 4 0 6 0 2 0 2
United States of
America 4 0 5 0 1 0 1 2019/2024 Yes (2019, 2024)
Uruguay Yes (2013); No (2015,
19 34 14 1 5 4 6 2013/2015/2018 2018)
Uzbekistan 7 0 26 0 18 1 2 17
Venezuela
(Bolivarian
Republic of) 74 5 91 4 8 9 8 6 3 2019/2024 No (2019, 2024)
Viet Nam 2 1 6 1 3 1 2 2
Yemen 29 0 187 0 135 9 66 5 73 14 2023 No (2023)
Zambia 0 0 1 1 0 1 1
Zimbabwe 1 7 2 1 1 1 1 2009 No (2009)
State of Palestine 4 1 5 1 0 1 1
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country and by year according to the cases transmitted by the Working

Group between 1980 and 2 May 2025 (only for countr

Graphs showing the number of cases of enforced disappearance by
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* Argentina ratified the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance in 2007.
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CHILE*
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* Chile ratified the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance in 2009.
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* Colombia ratified the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance in 2012.
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* Honduras ratified the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance in 2008.
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* Iraq ratified the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance in 2010.
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* Mexico ratified the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance in 2008.
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* Morocco ratified the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance in 2013.
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* Peru ratified the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance in 2012.
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* Sri Lanka ratified the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance in 2016.
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* Sudan ratified the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance in 2021.
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Annex IV

Press releases and statements

1. On 20 May 2024, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release on Yemen, reiterating a call for the release of detained
Baha'is.!

2. On 29 May 2024, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release expressing outrage by the Israeli strikes on civilians
sheltering in Rafah camps in Palestine.?

3. On 14 June 2024, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release on the draft bill establishing statute of limitations on
atrocity crimes contravening international standards in Peru.3

4. On 27 June 2024, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release on arbitrary executions as possible crimes against
humanity in Iraq.*

5. On 2 July 2024, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release calling on the release of older political prisoners in
Belarus.’

6. On 4 July 2024, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release on the possible extradition from Thailand to Viet Nam of
refugee and human rights defender Y Quynh Bdap.®

7. On 11 July 2024, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release calling on Kenya and Rwanda to provide information
about a disappeared human rights defender.”

8. On 25 July 2024, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release calling on the immediate end to violent crackdown and
full accountability for human rights violations in Bangladesh.?

9. On 30 July 2024, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release on life sentences handed down to human rights defenders
in the United Arab Emirates.’

GE.25-11078

https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/05/yemen-un-experts-reiterate-call-release-detained-
bahais.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/05/un-experts-outraged-israeli-strikes-civilians-
sheltering-rafah-camps.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/06/peru-draft-bill-establishing-statute-limitations-
atrocity-crimes-contravenes.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/06/scale-and-cycle-irags-arbitrary-executions-may-be-
crime-against-humanity.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/07/belarus-call-release-older-political-prisoners.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/07/experts-alarmed-possible-extradition-refugee-and-
human-rights-defender-y.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/07/kenya-and-rwanda-must-provide-information-
about-disappeared-human-rights.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/07/bangladesh-un-experts-call-immediate-end-violent-
crackdown-and-full.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/07/united-arab-emirates-experts-dismayed-life-
sentences-handed-down-human.
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10.  On 2 August 2024, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a statement on the Russian Federation, calling on the release of human
rights defenders, journalists and anti-war critics convicted in sham trials.!°

11.  On 14 August 2024, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release calling on the international community not to normalise
Taliban rule in Afghanistan.!!

12.  On 15 August 2024, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release on Zimbabwe, calling for the release of human rights
defenders ahead of Southern African Development Community summit.!2

13.  On 28 August 2024, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release on the misuse of counter-terrorism law against
Montagnards in Viet Nam.!?

14.  On 29 August 2024, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms; the Committee on Enforced Disappearances; the Inter-American Commission
on Human Rights; the Chairperson of the Working Group on Death Penalty, Extrajudicial,
Summary or Arbitrary Killings of the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights;
the ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights; and the Commissioner for
Human Rights of the Council of Europe, issued a statement on the occasion of the
International Day of the Victims of Enforced Disappearances on 30 August, calling for urgent
responses and concerted action for victims of enforced disappearances.'4

15. On 4 September 2024, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release on concerning human rights violations committed
following elections in Venezuela.'’

16.  On 24 September 2024, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release on Mexico, concerning a constitutional reform proposal
implying greater role of Armed Forces in public security.!®

17.  On 7 October 2024, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release calling for the end of violence and accountability after
one year of human losses and suffering and blatant disregard for international law in Gaza.!”

18.  On 8 October 2024, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release calling on Rwanda to provide answers on the fate of
disappeared brothers Jean Nsengimana and Antoine Zihabamwe. '

19.  On 10 October 2024, the Working Group, other special procedure mechanisms, and
the African Commission on Human and Peoples Rights issued a press release concerning
abducted human rights defenders Mamadou Billo Bah and Oumar Sylla in Guinea, at risk of

https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements/2024/08/russia-all-remaining-human-rights-defenders-
journalists-and-anti-war-critics.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/08/international-community-must-not-normalise-
taliban-rule-afghanistan.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/08/zimbabwe-must-release-human-rights-defenders-
ahead-sadc-summit-say-experts.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/08/experts-condemn-misuse-counter-terrorism-law-
against-montagnards-viet-nam.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements/2024/08/victims-enforced-disappearances-need-urgent-
responses-and-concerted-action.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/09/venezuela-must-stop-human-rights-violations-
following-elections-say-experts.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/09/mexico-un-experts-concerned-over-upcoming-
constitutional-reform-proposal.

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/10/7-october-un-experts-call-end-violence-and-
accountability-after-year-human.

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/10/rwanda-must-provide-answers-fate-abducted-
brothers-jean-nsengimana-and.
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torture, ill-treatment and extrajudicial execution for defending democracy and human
rights.!”

20.  On 14 October 2024, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release expressing concern over the safety of migrants, refugees
and victims of trafficking in Tunisia.?

21.  On 16 October 2024, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release alerting Thailand of a court ruling putting a human rights
defender in danger, if extradited to Viet Nam.?!

22. On 17 October 2024, the Working Group and other special procedure mechanisms
issued a press release calling on Tanzania for urgent action amid a crackdown on civil society
ahead of elections.?

23.  On 21 October 2024, the Working Group addressed the General Assembly and issued
a press release highlighting how enforced disappearances have a ripple effect on the
communities and societies where they occur due to the continuous nature of the crime.?

24, On 22 October 2024, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release urgently seeking confirmation by Russia of reports of the
death of Victoria Roshchyna, a Ukrainian journalist and woman human rights defender.?*

25.  On 24 October 2024, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release stressing that the statute of limitations must not deny
justice to families of 85 victims killed in the Tak Bai incident in Thailand.?

26.  On 31 October 2024, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release concerning inmate ill-treatment and possible enforced
disappearances in Belarus.?

27.  On 15 November 2024, the Working Group and other special procedures mechanisms
issued a press release calling Mozambique to stop post-electoral violence and repression.?’

28.  On 25 November 2024, the Working Group, together with other special procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release calling for the immediate end of Russian attacks on
Ukraine’s electricity system to avoid the risk of nuclear disaster.?®

29.  On 26 November 2024, the Working Group issued a press release at the end of an
official country visit to Lithuania, acknowledging the country’s solid legal framework as
sound basis to continue progress in preventing enforced disappearance and sharing its
preliminary findings.?
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See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/10/guinea-growing-concern-health-and-well-
being-disappeared-human-rights.

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/10/tunisia-un-experts-concerned-over-safety-
migrants-refugees-and-victims.

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/10/thailand-court-ruling-puts-human-rights-
defender-danger-if-extradited-viet.

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/10/tanzania-experts-call-urgent-action-amid-
crackdown-civil-society-ahead.

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/10/victims-must-be-core-action-combat-enforced-
disappearance-says-working-group.

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/10/russia-must-confirm-news-ukrainian-
journalists-death-custody-un-experts.

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/10/thailand-statute-limitations-must-not-deny-
justice-families-85-victims.

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/10/belarus-inmate-ill-treatment-and-possible-
enforced-disappearances-ongoing.

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/1 1/mozambique-post-election-violence-and-
repression-must-stop-say-un-experts.

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/11/un-experts-call-immediate-end-russian-attacks-
ukraines-electricity-system.

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/11/lithuania-solid-legal-framework-sound-basis-
continue-progress-preventing.
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30.  On 26 November 2024, the Working Group, together with other special procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release urging full compliance with the International Criminal
Court’s (ICC) arrest warrants issued against Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and
former Defence Minister Yoav Gallant, and against Hamas commander Mohammed Diab
Ibrahim Al-Masri (Deif) for war crimes and crimes against humanity.3

31.  On 2 December 2024, the Working Group, together with other special procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release calling for a “course correction” in the international
response to the escalating crisis in Myanmar, as the civilian death toll eclipsed 6,000.3!

32.  On 11 December 2024, the Working Group, together with other special procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release highlighting how enforced disappearances and arbitrary
detentions are still used to silence opposition and critics in Nicaragua.*

33.  On 20 December 2024, the Working Group, together with other special procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release calling for unified support for Syria in its critical
transition following the fall of the Assad regime.?

34.  On 23 December 2024, the Working Group, together with other special procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release calling for the release of activist Idris Khattak after five
years in detention in Pakistan.3*

35.  On 23 December 2024, the Working Group, together with other special procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release highlighting the documentation and preservation of
evidence of gross violations of human rights and international humanitarian law committed
during years of conflict and authoritarianism in Syria, as critical to ensure truth and
accountability in pivotal moment of early transition in Syria.

36.  On 23 December 2024, the Working Group, together with other special procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release expressing serious concern at what appears to be an
increase in systematic targeting of women belonging to the Baha’i religious minority
throughout the country in Iran.3¢

37.  On 8 January 2025, the Working Group, together with other special procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release calling on Lebanon to stop the extradition of
Abdulrahman Al-Qaradawi to the United Arab Emirates.?’

38.  On 8 January 2025, the Working Group, together with other special procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release calling on the United States for the release of Guantanamo
Bay detainee Abu Zubaydah, arbitrarily detained for over two decades.?®
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See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/11/icc-arrest-warrants-can-help-save-lives-must-
be-respected-and-complied-un.

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/12/myanmar-un-experts-urge-course-correction-
civilian-deaths-exceed-6000.

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/12/nicaragua-enforced-disappearances-and-
arbitrary-detentions-still-used.

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/12/syria-experts-advocate-sovereignty-democratic-
reconstruction-and-respect.

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/12/pakistan-experts-call-release-activist-idris-
khattak-after-five-years.

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/12/syria-evidence-gross-human-rights-violations-
and-international-crimes-must.

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/12/iran-experts-alarmed-systematic-targeting-
bahai-women.

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/01/lebanon-must-stop-extradition-abdulrahman-al-
qaradawi-united-arab-emirates.

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/01/experts-call-release-guantanamo-bay-detainee-
abu-zubaydah-arbitrarily.
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39.  On 10 January 2025, the Working Group, together with other special procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release calling on Venezuela to respect the right to peaceful
protest and democratic dissent as new presidential term begins.3°

40.  On 15 January 2025, the Working Group, together with other special procedures
mechanisms, endorsed a press release by the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights defenders, expressing concern about the use of anti-terrorism legislation against human
rights defenders in Egypt.4

41.  On 18 February 2025, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release condemning the mistreatment of Palestinian detainees
and Israeli hostages and denouncing the degrading public display by Hamas of Israeli
hostages released in Gaza on 8 and 15 February 2025.41

42.  On 24 February 2025, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release marking the fourth year of Russia’s aggression against
Ukraine, and demand for accountability and warn that without guarantees for human rights
and justice there can be no peace.*

43.  On 28 February 2025, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release urging the Government of Venezuela to determine the
fate and whereabouts of victims of enforced disappearance in the context of the presidential
elections in July 2024, and during and after the presidential inauguration in January 2025.4

44,  On 5 March 2025, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release calling for urgent, practical support for human rights
defenders in the Democratic Republic of Congo and region.*

45. On 7 March 2025, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release calling on Belarus to disclose the fate and whereabouts
of pro-democracy activist Siarhei Tsikhanouski on the second anniversary of his enforced
disappearance.®

46. On 26 March 2025, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release urging Belarusian authorities to address persistent
allegations of ill-treatment of women held in correctional colonies.*

47.  On 26 March 2025, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release calling on Pakistan to immediately release detained
Baloch human rights defenders and cease its crackdown on peaceful protesters.4’

48. On 7 April 2025, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release stating that the political transition in Syria is a valuable
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See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/01/venezuela-must-respect-right-peaceful-protest-
and-democratic-dissent-new.

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/01/egypt-special-rapporteur-concerned-about-use-
anti-terrorism-legislation

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/02/experts-urge-humane-treatment-and-immediate-
release-israeli-hostages-and.https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/02/experts-urge-humane-
treatment-and-immediate-release-israeli-hostages-and.

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/02/russias-repression-home-and-aggression-
against-ukraine-demand-justice-no.

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/02/experts-urge-venezuela-comply-international-
law-prevent-irreparable-harm.

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/un-expert-expresses-extreme-concern-safety-
human-rights-defenders-eastern.

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/belarus-experts-mark-second-anniversary-
enforced-disappearance-siarhei.

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/belarus-alarming-ill-treatment-women-
prisoners-and-life-threatening.

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/pakistan-un-experts-demand-release-baloch-
human-rights-defenders-and-end.

45


https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/01/venezuela-must-respect-right-peaceful-protest-and-democratic-dissent-new
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/01/venezuela-must-respect-right-peaceful-protest-and-democratic-dissent-new
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/01/egypt-special-rapporteur-concerned-about-use-anti-terrorism-legislation
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/01/egypt-special-rapporteur-concerned-about-use-anti-terrorism-legislation
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/02/experts-urge-humane-treatment-and-immediate-release-israeli-hostages-and
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/02/experts-urge-humane-treatment-and-immediate-release-israeli-hostages-and
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/02/experts-urge-humane-treatment-and-immediate-release-israeli-hostages-and
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/02/experts-urge-humane-treatment-and-immediate-release-israeli-hostages-and
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/02/russias-repression-home-and-aggression-against-ukraine-demand-justice-no
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/02/russias-repression-home-and-aggression-against-ukraine-demand-justice-no
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/02/experts-urge-venezuela-comply-international-law-prevent-irreparable-harm
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/02/experts-urge-venezuela-comply-international-law-prevent-irreparable-harm
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/un-expert-expresses-extreme-concern-safety-human-rights-defenders-eastern
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/un-expert-expresses-extreme-concern-safety-human-rights-defenders-eastern
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/belarus-experts-mark-second-anniversary-enforced-disappearance-siarhei
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/belarus-experts-mark-second-anniversary-enforced-disappearance-siarhei
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/belarus-alarming-ill-treatment-women-prisoners-and-life-threatening
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/belarus-alarming-ill-treatment-women-prisoners-and-life-threatening
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/pakistan-un-experts-demand-release-baloch-human-rights-defenders-and-end
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/pakistan-un-experts-demand-release-baloch-human-rights-defenders-and-end

A/HRC/60/35

opportunity to end the arbitrary, inhumane and indefinite detention of around 52,000 people
in relation to the conflict with Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL).*

49.  On 11 April 2025, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release welcoming the unilateral ceasefire declared by the
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) on 1 March 2025, after more than 40 years of conflict with
Tiirkiye.*

50.  On 14 April 2025, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release on the occasion of the conflict in Sudan reaching the two-
year mark, UN human rights experts raised alarm that widespread starvation and a distressing
surge in acute malnutrition are unfolding.>

51.  On 24 April 2025, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release raising serious concerns about an alleged practice of
Belarusian criminal courts transferring accused persons to coercive psychiatric treatment in
retaliation for their exercise of civil and political rights.>!

52.  On 29 March 2025, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release expressing serious concern over the excessive and
harmful impacts of Pakistan’s counter-terrorism measures in Balochistan and called for full
respect for international law.>

53.  On 30 April 2025, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release expressing outrage at the alleged summary execution of
several dozen people in Mali, as well as the enforced disappearance of others and warned
that these unlawful killings may amount to war crimes, and that the enforced disappearances
may constitute crimes against humanity if they are part of widespread or systematic attacks
against civilians.*

54.  On 30 April 2025, the Working Group, together with other special procedure
mechanisms, issued a press release expressing deep concern at the apparently unlawful
deportations of over 250 Venezuelan and Salvadoran men — allegedly involved with gangs —
from the United States to El Salvador.>

4 See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/04/un-experts-urge-end-isil-related-arbitrary-

detention-north-east-syria-and.

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/04/un-experts-welcome-kurdish-workers-party-
ceasefire-turkiye-and-urge-just-and.

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/04/sudan-faces-worsening-humanitarian-
catastrophe-famine-and-conflict-escalate.

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/04/belarus-experts-alarmed-reports-coercive-
psychiatric-treatment-punishment.

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/04/un-experts-urge-pakistan-address-human-
rights-violations-balochistan.

See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/04/mali-un-experts-outraged-reports-summary-
executions-and-enforced.

49
50
51
52
53

5% See https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/04/un-experts-alarmed-illegal-deportations-united-

states-el-salvador.
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