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  Objections to the Reappointment of the Special Rapporteur 
on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories 
occupied since 1967 

In April 2025, the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian 

territories, Francesca Albanese, shared on her social media a post claiming that the “UN 

human rights council voted to keep her in the position as UN rapporteur for the Palestinian 

territories till 2028!.”1 In fact, however, no such vote ever took place. 

At best, Ms. Albanese could possibly claim that several stakeholders consider that her 

reappointment took place tacitly, in the absence of any vote or debate about her record of 

non-compliance. 

Yet even this claim is not substantiated by the law or the facts. The law is clear. Only one 

resolution deals specifically with this matter, entitled “Terms of office of special procedure 

mandate-holders,” which was adopted by consensus in 2008 as UNHRC Presidential 

Statement 8/PRST/2.2 This text stipulates: “The President of the Human Rights Council will 

convey to the Council information brought to his or her attention… concerning cases of 

persistent non-compliance by a mandate-holder,” and this requirement applies “particularly 

in advance of reappointments.” The Council is then mandated to “consider such information 

and act upon it as appropriate.” Only “[i]n the absence of the above-mentioned information,” 

are the terms in office of the mandate-holders “extended for a second three-year term.” 

The above constitute clear and binding obligations on the Council and the President and are 

duly reaffirmed in the Manual of Operations of the Special Procedures.3 

The text of 8/PRST/2 is not an obscure guideline. Rather, it has been described by 

international law experts as one of the Council’s core “institution building texts.”4 

However, for reasons that have never been explained, when substantial information by 

multiple stakeholders was brought to the attention of the President, concerning cases of 

persistent non-compliance by Ms. Albanese, he declined to share it with the Council as 

required by 8/PRST/2. Likewise, the Council failed to fulfil its legal duty to “consider such 

information and act upon it as appropriate.” 

Therefore, given that the extension of the terms in office of a mandate-holder only takes place 

“in the absence of the above-mentioned information” about persistent non-compliance, the 

logical conclusion is that no extension has ever taken place.5 This situation of non-renewal 

can be cured by the President and the Council at any time, were he to convey the information 

to the Council, and were the latter to “consider such information and act upon it as 

appropriate.” 

Below are the objections to re-appointment that were made by governments and 

parliamentarians,6 as well as other condemnations of antisemitism contained in the 56-page 

dossier submitted by UN Watch and duly received by the President, including.7 

A. Objections and Condemnations by Governments and 

Parliamentarians 

The United States of America’s Mission to the UN (April 3, 2025): “We condemn [Ms. 

Albanese’s] virulent antisemitism, which demonizes Israel and supports Hamas. She has 

clearly violated the UN’s code of conduct and is unfit for her role. Her reappointment would 

show the @UN tolerates antisemitic hatred and support for terrorism.”8 

The Netherlands (March 26, 2025): “Several of her social media statements are at odds with 

the Code of Conduct. The Cabinet disapproves of these expressions. The Cabinet does not 

support Albanese’s possible reappointment.”9 

Hungary (April 1, 2025): “…the extension of Special Rapporteur Albanese’s tenure would 

send a regrettable message to victims, human rights defenders and those committed to 

credible multilateralism.”10 
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Argentina (March 28, 2025): “Argentina supports [Israel’s] concerns… and underlines the 

importance of the Special Rapporteurs adhering to the provisions of the Code of 

Conduct…”11 

U.S. House Foreign Affairs Committee (March 31, 2025): “Ms. Albanese unapologetically 

uses her position as a UN Special Rapporteur to purvey and attempt to legitimize antisemitic 

tropes, while serving as a Hamas apologist.”12 

France (February 11, 2024): “The October 7 massacre is the biggest antisemitic massacre of 

the 21st century,” and “to deny it is wrong.” It is “scandalous” and “a disgrace” for you [Ms. 

Albanese] “to appear to justify it, by dragging in the name of the United Nations.”13 

Germany (February 11, 2024): It is “appalling” for you [Ms. Albanese] “to justify the horrific 

terror attacks and to “deny their antisemitic nature.” Such remarks are “a disgrace.”14 

Canada (October 24, 2024): “The recent remarks by Francesca Albanese are unacceptable 

and incompatible with her duty of impartiality, probity and good faith as an independent 

Special Rapporteur. Antisemitism has no place anywhere.”15 

U.S. (October 16, 2024): “Francesca Albanese's recent remarks, including evoking Nazis, 

show yet again that she is unfit for any role at the UN.”16 

10 Members of European Parliament (France, Germany, Sweden, Denmark, Czechia, 

Slovakia, Bulgaria) (April 3, 2025): “Ms. Albanese’s reappointment to the world’s highest 

human rights body would be a grave and dangerous mistake.”17 

42 French Parliamentarians (March 28, 2025): Ms. Albanese’s reappointment “would send a 

regrettable signal to victims, human rights defenders, and states committed to credible 

multilateralism.”18 

Albania’s former Deputy Prime Minister Genc Pollo (April 1, 2025): “An antisemitic & pro 

Hamas rapporteur would discredit (further) the UN Human Rights Council. I call on [the 

Albanian] Government to act accordingly.”19 

Italy’s former Deputy Foreign Minister Guglielmo Picchi (March 31, 2025): “I call on the 

Italian Government to ask UNHCR president Jurg Lauber to stop the planned reappointment 

as special rapporteur on human rights in Palestinian territories of Francesca Albanese this 

Friday, April 4th.”20 

German Member of Parliament Daniela Ludwig (April 1, 2025): “Anyone who downplays 

the Islamist terror by Hamas and wants to legitimize the thousand-fold murder of Jews as 

democratic resistance is no longer bearable.”21 

German Member of Parliament Jürgen Hardt (April 1, 2025): “Under Francesca Albanese, 

her office became an obstacle to the peace process. This failure must not burden Israel and 

the Palestinians for another term of office.”22 

British Member of Parliament David Taylor (April 1, 2025): “Albanese’s response to the 

largest antisemitic massacre of the 21st century…in a UN capacity is abhorrent and does so 

much damage to communities already torn apart by horrific violence, going against 

everything the United Nations stands for.”23 

  Conclusion 

We regret that none of the above information was ever conveyed to the Council as required 

by 8/PRST/2. We remind all officials of the United Nations as well as Member States of the 

duty to abide by the legal procedures of the United Nations and to respect the rules-based 

international order. 
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