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  Prioritizing Early Childhood Development in Emergencies 
(ECDiE) as a Fundamental Right 

  Introduction 

The Moving Minds Alliance (MMA), hosted by the International Rescue Committee, Inc., 

emphasizes the urgent need to integrate Early Childhood Development (ECD) into 

humanitarian responses to improve outcomes and promote equity for young children affected 

by crises. 

Despite every child’s right to essential care and support, Early Childhood Development in 

Emergencies (ECDiE) remains critically underfunded. Infants and young children exposed 

to crises face heightened risks of malnutrition, disrupted caregiving, and violence, 

jeopardizing their cognitive, emotional, and physical development. Neglecting ECDiE 

infringes on children’s rights to health, education, and protection, and deepens inequality and 

poverty which contribute to lasting social and economic harm. Conversely, investments in 

ECD reduce poverty and strengthen communities, yielding up to $13 for every $1 invested. 

(1) 

With this submission to the 58th Session of the Human Rights Council, Moving Minds 

Alliance urges the Human Rights Council to recognize ECDiE as a fundamental right and 

advocate for States to adopt policies with dedicated funding to support young children in 

crises through integrated humanitarian-development financing. 

Established in 2016, Moving Minds Alliance is a global alliance of 40+ organizations 

championing local solutions, equitable financing, and systemic strengthening for ECD in 

crisis responses. 

  Background 

  Global Challenges: 

Millions of children under the age of eight face violations of their rights due to conflicts, 

disasters, and displacement. Emergencies deprive them of essential care, leading to 

malnutrition, trauma, and violence, while weakening caregivers' ability to provide support. 

Despite international legal obligations, ECDiE remains neglected in humanitarian responses. 

Disjointed systems fail to integrate comprehensive ECD services. (2) 

Alarmingly, 

• ECD receives less than 3% of development assistance (3) and only 2% of humanitarian 

aid. (4) 

• Six in ten young refugee children never attend preschool, missing critical developmental 

opportunities. (5) 

• Children under five bear 88% of the global disease burden from climate change due to their 

vulnerability. (6) 

• At the end of 2023, nearly 40% of the 122 million people displaced globally were children. 

(7) 

• A child in a stable country receives more investment in a month than a crisis-affected child 

receives in five years. (8) 

  Human Rights Framework: 

• The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) guarantees young children’s rights to 

life, survival, and development (Article 6); health (Article 24); education (Articles 28, 29) 

protection from violence, abuse, and neglect (Article 19); safeguards in armed conflict 

(Article 38); and an adequate standard of living (Article 27). 
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• Other relevant legal instruments include the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

(UDHR), International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), 

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), and International Covenant 

on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR). 

• UN Special Rapporteurs on Education (2008) and Internally Displaced Persons (2022) and 

Human Rights Council Resolutions 19/37 (2012), 35/20 (2017), and 49/20 (2022) highlight 

the importance of safeguarding children's rights in humanitarian emergencies and 

displacement contexts. 

• Aligned with Sustainable Development Goals) (including SDG 4 & 16), these frameworks 

mandate states and stakeholders to prioritize ECD in emergencies. 

  Concerns 

• Developmental Risks: 90% of brain development occurs before age five. (9) Lack of 

nurturing care impairs cognitive, social, and emotional growth. (10) Toxic stress from 

crises disrupts brain development, leading to long-term cognitive and social deficits. (11) 

• Risks for Children with Disabilities: Children with disabilities face heightened 

vulnerabilities, including limited access to healthcare and educational resources. 

• Lack of Caregiver Support: Inadequate mental health and psychosocial support increase 

caregiver stress and affect their ability to provide nurturing care, which reinforces poor 

child outcomes. (12) Disruptions to caregiving traditions erode children’s sense of identity 

and belonging. (13) 

• Gender Inequalities: Women face disproportionate caregiving burdens, limiting their 

economic participation and access to education for girls. 

• Barriers to Education: Attacks on education infrastructure limit access to early learning 

opportunities. (14) 

• Data Scarcity: Instability and resource constraints hinder accurate data collection, affecting 

the design of effective interventions. (15) 

  Good Practices 

• National Policies: South Africa’s National Development Plan (NDP) 2030 integrates ECD 

as a crucial foundation for future success. (16) 

• ECDiE Research: Malaysian academics study the impact of early education on refugee 

children. (17) 

• Early Learning Access: The Philippines provides ECD kits and psychosocial support in 

disaster-affected areas. (18) 

• Health Integration: Jordan’s Ministry of Health ensures universal access to health services 

and caregiver support. (19) 

• Mobile and Stationary ECD Services: Colombia provides early stimulation for vulnerable 

migrant populations through arts, play, and literature. (20) 

• Caregiver Support: Uganda offers programs enabling young mothers to access education 

and provide nurturing care. (21) 

  Recommendations 

To address gaps and prioritize ECDiE by 2030, States must: 
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1. Recognize ECDiE in Laws and Policies 

• Strengthen laws recognizing inclusive ECDiE as a fundamental right for all children 

aged 0-8, including marginalized groups. 

• Ensure policies are supported by funding, intersectoral coordination, workforce training, 

and accountability mechanisms. 

2. Collect Disaggregated Data on ECDiE 

• Strengthen multi-sectoral data collection to inform policies and ensure equitable 

financing for ECD initiatives. 

• Increase investment in research and measurement in humanitarian contexts. 

3. Increase Funding for ECDiE 

• Allocate a proportional share of humanitarian budgets to ECDiE, with a recommended 

minimum of 10%, and increase by 2% annually. 

• Connect humanitarian funding to development initiatives for improved service delivery. 

4. Integrate ECDiE into Emergency Plans 

• Ensure national emergency response plans explicitly include ECDiE, with fully funded 

interventions covering health, nutrition, protection, education, and caregiver support. 

• Implement culturally appropriate programs with local ECD experts. 

  Conclusion 

Ensuring holistic ECD in emergencies is a humanitarian imperative and a legal obligation 

under international law. Prioritizing and accelerating investment in ECDiE safeguards 

children's survival, development, and dignity, upholding their fundamental rights. The 

recommended actions will help break cycles of poverty, build resilience in communities, and 

foster a peaceful, equitable, and sustainable future for generations to come. 

    

 

Moving Minds Alliance, NGO(s) without consultative status, also share the views expressed in this 

statement. 
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