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Gaza War: World Must Be Ashamed of the Brutality Against
Children

We welcome the Gaza cease fire and look forward to lasting peace and relief that hopefully
the civilians of the region will experience. At the same time, we deeply regret the
unprecedented pain and horrific sufferings of the civilian population of the region especially
the children and the fact that during the deadly war the guarantees of the international legally
binding instruments for children’s rights were eroded one by one, right before the eyes of the
international community. We will never forget that this “war against children”:

» Turned Gaza into a graveyard for children.
« Created a civilian death toll 46 thousand, including 13,000 minors, toddlers and infants.

« Deprived 17,000 children from living in a family and enjoying protection and safety with
their parents and siblings.

 Forced many infants to come to this world during the war and lose their innocent lives in
the same horrific conflict.

« Put 150,000 pregnant women and new mothers in desperate need of health services, even
after the ceasefire.

» Made thousands of children go missing under the rubble of destroyed buildings.

 Forcibly displaced about 2 million people, predominantly women and children, even
exposed some civilians to multiple displacement, in the total absence of a safe place to stay.

« Deprived all the children from access to education and the schooling while exposing them
to the brutality of the ongoing war including the loss of loved ones; homes; friends;
relatives and even body organs while experiencing starvation and dehydration. Forced the
children to experience life-long disabilities lasting psychological distress.

Recommendations:

Considering the devastating short term and long term impacts of war on Gaza people, we call
on the Special Representative of the Secretary General on Violence Against Children to
remind the UN Member States of their global responsibility to protect both the peace and the
reconstruction in the enclave.

We believe in the fact that the atrocities of the 471-day war will remain as a stain on the
conscious of humanity forever and the world is highly responsible for the international crimes
committed in the region, against the people and the children. Therefore, we call on the Special
Representative of the Secretary General on Violence Against Children to:

» Use all capacities at hand to strengthen international support for Gaza children during the
ceasefire.

» Lobby with the UN Member States to invest in the reconstruction of the civilian
infrastructure, especially the health and education facilities and to increase the flow of
humanitarian aid to the Gaza strip to satisfy the basic needs of the civilians and the children.

« Call on the UN Member States to support a sustainable ceasefire in the enclave to pave the
way for the reconstruction of the totally destroyed civilian infrastructure.

» Use all available capacities to seriously strengthen the existing mechanisms of protecting
children during armed conflicts, considering the ineffectiveness and continued failure of
the existing mechanisms to prevent wide —scoped international crimes against children.
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