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Country visit requests and invitations extended

Invitations extended to the WGEID

Country

Date

Algeria
Burkina Faso
Ghana
Kenya

Libya
Lithuania
Maldives
Mali
Republic of Korea
South Sudan
Sudan

Thd

Last quarter of 2019 (did not take place)
Last quarter of 2021

Last quarter of 2023

tbd, postponed

20 November — 27 November 2024

First quarter of 2025

26 August — 3 September 2019 (did not take place)
Second quarter of 2025

Last quarter of 2016 (did not take place)

20 to 29 November 2017 (did not take place)

Visits requested by the WGEID

Country Request sent Last reminder sent
Afghanistan 17 April 2019 24 April 2020
Algeria 25 August 2000 24 November 2023
Angola 23 May 2023 -

Bahrain 27 October 2014 18 January 2019
Bangladesh 12 March 2013 24 April 2020
Belarus 30 June 2011 8 February 2019
Brazil 8 April 2020 24 May 2023
Burkina Faso 2 April 2019 -

Burundi 27 May 2009 18 January 2019
Cameroon 12 April 2019 28 February 2024
Canada 20 February 2024 -

Cuba 24 November 2023 -

China 19 February 2013 12 March 2020
Colombia 22 October 2020 -

Democratic People’s Republic 22 May 2015 24 November 2023
of Korea

Democratic Republic of the 17 May 2017 28 February 2024

Congo
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Visits requested by the WGEID

Country Request sent Last reminder sent
Ecuador 24 November 2023 -

Egypt 30 June 2011 18 January 2019

El Salvador 6 October 2017 24 November 2024
Guatemala 30 May 2018 1 February 2024
India 16 August 2010 26 February 2020
Indonesia 12 December 2006 25 May 2023

Lao PDR 6 May 2020 25 May 2023
Lebanon 27 November 2015 7 January 2022
Nepal 12 May 2006 27 July 2020
Nicaragua 23 May 2006 24 November 2023
Nigeria 23 January 2019 28 January 2024
Malaysia 24 November 2023 -

Pakistan 14 November 2019 8 April 2020
Philippines 3 April 2013 25 May 2023
Russian Federation 2 November 2006 28 February 2024
Rwanda 27 October 2014 8 April 2020

Saudi Arabia 24 November 2023 -

South Africa 28 October 2014 24 November 2023
South Sudan 29 August 2011 8 February 2019
Sudan 20 December 2005 8 April 2020
Syrian Arab Republic 19 September 2011 18 January 2019
Thailand 30 June 2011 24 November 2023
Turkmenistan 18 November 2016 18 January 2019
United Arab Emirates 13 September 2013 7 January 2022
United States of America 24 November 2023 -

Uzbekistan 30 June 2011 23 January 2019
Venezuela 28 November 2019 24 November 2023
Yemen 31 October 2017 -

Zimbabwe 20 July 2009 10 January 2022
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Statistical summary: cases of enforced disappearance reported to the Working Group between
1980 and 10 May 2024, and general allegations transmitted

Status of person at date of

Cases transmitted to the Government Cases clarified by: clarification General Allegation
Outstanding cases Total
Discontinued  Closed
States/entities Cases Female Cases Female Government Sources At liberty Indetention Dead cases cases GA sent Response
Afghanistan 20 0 21 1 0 0 1
Albania 1 0 1 0
Algeria 3313 20 3343 23 21 11 10 9 2013/2018/2020/2023 Yes (2013);
No (2018);
No (2023)
Angola 0 12 1 9 0 9
Armenia 38 2 38 2 0 0
Argentina 3061 727 3444 775 305 78 39 5 339
Azerbaijan 31 0 34 0 2 1 1
Bahrain 0 22 2 7 15 4 18 2014/2018 Yes (2014); No
(2018)
Bangladesh 73 1 91 2 11 7 10 8 2011/2017/2019 No
Belarus? 5 1 5 1 0
Bhutan 1 0 0 0 0
Bolivia 26 3 48 3 21 1 21 1
(Plurinational
State of)
Bosnia and 1 0 1 0 0 0 2009/2011/2014 Yes
Herzegovina
Brazil 16 3 66 7 46 4 1 49 2019/2022/2024 No (2019, 2022);
Yes (2024)
Bulgaria 3
Burkina Faso 0 3
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Status of person at date of

Cases transmitted to the Government Cases clarified by: clarification General Allegation
Outstanding cases Total
Discontinued  Closed
States/entities Cases Female Cases Female Government Sources At liberty Indetention Dead cases cases GA sent Response
Burundi 252 10 253 9 0 1 1 2018
Cambodia 1 0 3 0 0 0
Cameroon 18 1 25 1 5 2 6 1 2016 No
Central African 3 0 3 0 0 0 2013 No
Republic
Chad 24 0 35 0 3 8 9 1 1
Chile 787 63 910 64 101 22 2 121
China 145 16 312 46 132 36 126 38 4 2010/2011/2018/2019/2024 No
Colombia 944 96 1287 126 275 68 160 24 159 2012/2013/2015/2016/2017/ No; Yes (2021)
2020/2021
Comoros 1 0 1 0 0 0
Congo 89 3 91 0 0
Cuba 0 4 3 1 2 2
Cyprus 77 11 77 11 0 0
Czechia 0 0 0 0 2009 Yes
Democratic 450 71 450 71 0 0
People’s Republic
of Korea
Democratic 50 11 60 11 6 4 10 2015/2019 Yes; No (2019)
Republic of the
Congo
Denmark 0 1 0 1 1 2009 No
Djibouti 0 1 1
Dominican 2 0 5 0 2 0 2
Republic
Ecuador 5 0 27 2 18 4 12 4 6 2024 No
Egypt 279 9 900 10 410 184 138 435 21 2011/2016/2017/2023 Yes; No (2017)
El Salvador 2283 295 2675 333 318 74 197 175 20 March 2015/May 2015/2022 No
Equatorial Guinea 11 0 11 0 0 0

¥S/LS/OHH/V



€e

0€8¢T-¥2'3A9

Status of person at date of

Cases transmitted to the Government Cases clarified by: clarification General Allegation
Outstanding cases Total
Discontinued  Closed
States/entities Cases Female Cases Female Government Sources At liberty Indetention Dead cases cases GA sent Response
Eritrea 63 4 63 4 0 0 2012/2017 No
Ethiopia 113 2 120 3 3 4 2 5
France 1 0 1 0 0 0
Gambia 14 2 22 2 0 8 8
Georgia 0 1 0 1 0 1
Greece 1 0 3 0 0 0 2
Guatemala 2897 372 3154 390 177 80 187 6 64 2011/2013/2022 Yes
Guinea 37 44 2 0 7 7
Guyana 1 0 1 0 0
Haiti 38 1 48 9 1 4 5
Honduras 130 21 210 34 37 43 54 8 18 2021/2022 Yes, No (2022)
India 444 10 530 13 70 16 51 9 23 2009/2011/2013/2019 No
Indonesia 188 5 192 5 3 1 3 1 2011/2013/2017 No
Iran (Islamic 572 109 603 109 21 10 13 9 9 2017 No
Republic of Iran)
Iraq 16428 2300 16576 @ 2317 117 31 122 17 9 2020/2024
Ireland 0 0 0 0 2009 No
Israel 11 0 12 0 0 1 1
Jordan 0 0 2 5 4 2
Kazakhstan 1 0 3 0 0 2 2
Kenya 91 1 91 1 0 0 2011/2014/2016/2017 No
Kuwait 0 3 0 0 2 1 1 1
Lao People’s 4 18 5 0 9 1 7 1 1
Democratic
Republic
Latvia 2 0 2 0 0 0
Lebanon 314 19 325 19 10 1
Libya 56 0 76 1 13 7 10 1 2 2014/2018/2024 No
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Status of person at date of

Cases transmitted to the Government Cases clarified by: clarification General Allegation
Outstanding cases Total
Discontinued  Closed

States/entities Cases Female Cases Female Government Sources At liberty Indetention Dead cases cases GA sent Response

Lithuania 0 0 0 0 2012 Yes

Malaysia 8 2 11 1 1 1 1 1

Maldives 1 1 0 0

Mauritania 9 0 10 1 0 1

Mexico 355 26 563 45 136 41 83 18 76 31 2013/2014/2017/2017/2017/ Yes (2022, 2023); No

2022/2023 (2014, 2017 and

2021)

Montenegro 0 15 1 1 0 1 14

Morocco 155 9 411 31 170 53 141 16 66 33 2013/2020/2023 No (2013, 2020); Yes
(2023)

Mozambique 5 0 5 0 0

Myanmar 20 4 27 5 2 2017 No

Namibia 2 0 3 0 0 1

Nepal 480 60 694 76 135 79 153 60 1 2021

Nicaragua 106 2 244 7 112 26 47 16 75 2022/2024 No

Nigeria 7 1 17 3 10 2021

North Macedonia 0 0 2009 No

Oman 1 0 2 0 0 1

Pakistan 934 5 1635 11 615 177 489 239 38 2015/2017/2019/2023 No (2017); Yes
(2019)

Panama 1 0 1 0 0 0

Paraguay 0 23 0 20 0 19 1 3 2014 Yes

Peru 2361 224 3003 284 254 388 450 85 107

Philippines 592 67 781 94 142 47 133 19 37 2009/2012 No

Qatar 1 0 2 0 1 1

Romania 1

Republic of Korea 4 0 4 0 0
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Status of person at date of

Cases transmitted to the Government Cases clarified by: clarification General Allegation
Outstanding cases Total
Discontinued  Closed
States/entities Cases Female Cases Female Government Sources At liberty Indetention Dead cases cases GA sent Response
Russian 2149 61 2293 64 54 90 114 18 12 2016/2018/2022/2024 Yes (2016); No
Federation (2018 and 2022)
Rwanda 28 3 31 3 0 2 1 1 1
Saudi Arabia 29 6 80 11 20 29 14 33 4 2 2020 No
Serbia 1 0 0 1 0 1
Seychelles 3 0 3 0 0 0
Somalia 1 0 1 0 0 0
South Africa 2 1 13 2 3 2 1 1 3 6
South Sudan 3 0 3 0 0 0
Spain 6 0 10 0 3 0 3 1 2014/2023  No (2014); Yes (2023)
Sri Lanka 6 282 193 12873 262 6551 40 118 27 644 2011/2014/2022 Yes
6
Sudan 177 5 394 39 206 11 214 3 2022/2023 No
Switzerland 0 1 0 1 0
Syrian Arab 697 48 760 53 17 46 33 23 7 2011/2011/2019/2021/2023  Yes (2011); No (2019,
Republic 2021, 2023)
Tajikistan 3 12 0 5 2 1
Thailand 77 6 94 7 2 5 1 3 8 2008/2018 No
Timor-Leste 428 29 504 33 58 18 51 23 2
Togo 10 2 11 2 0 1 1
Tunisia 13 0 30 1 12 5 2 15
Tiirkiye? 83 3 240 15 94 62 74 42 39 1 2022 No
Turkmenistan 4 0 9 0 5 0 1 2018 No
Uganda 22 2 29 4 2 2
Ukraine 6 0 13 0 3 1 2 2 3
United Arab 25 1 65 5 9 31 11 29 2022/2023 No
Emirates
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Status of person at date of

Cases transmitted to the Government Cases clarified by: clarification General Allegation
Outstanding cases Total
Discontinued  Closed
States/entities Cases Female Cases Female Government Sources At liberty Indetention Dead cases cases GA sent Response
United Republic 2 0 4 0 2 0 2
of Tanzania
United States of 4 0 5 0 1 0 1 2019/2024 Yes
America
Uruguay 19 3 34 14 1 5 4 6 2013/2015/2018 Yes (2013)
Uzbekistan 7 26 18 1 2 17
Venezuela 39 56 8 9 8 6 3 2019 No
(Bolivarian
Republic of)
Viet Nam 2 1 6 1 3 1 2 2
Yemen 29 0 187 0 135 9 66 73 14 2023 No
Zambia 0 1 0 1
Zimbabwe 1 2 1 1 1 2009 No
State of Palestine 4 1 5 1 0 1 1

a At its 132nd session, the Working Group decided to reopen one case, which was previously closed based on the information provided by the Government (in
detention) (A/HRC/WGEID/132/1, para. 27).

b please note, that the total number of outstanding cases at the beginning of the reporting period is reflected as 84 due to a clarification of the case in the 20222023
reporting period, see A/HRC/WGEID/128/1, para. 95. Due to a clerical error this was not reflected in the statistics in A/HRC/51/31, Annex 1.
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Graphs showing the number of cases of enforced disappearance by

country and by year according to the cases transmitted by the Working

Group between 1980 and 10 May 2024 (only for countries with more than
ALGERIA

100 cases transmitted)
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* Chile ratified the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced

Disappearance in 2009.
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* Colombia ratified the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced

Disappearance in 2012.
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HONDURAS*
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* Honduras ratified the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced

Disappearance in 2008.
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ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN
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* Iraq ratified the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from

2010.
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* Mexico ratified the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced
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* Peru ratified the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced

Disappearance in 2012.
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* Sri Lanka ratified the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced

Disappearance in 2016.
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* Sudan ratified the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced

Disappearance in 2021.
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Press releases and statements

1. On 30 May 2023, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release urging Belarus to release all detainees in the country
detained on spurious charges for exercising their fundamental rights to peaceful assembly,
association, and expression.!

2. On 2 June 2023, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release call for greater transparency, oversight, and regulation to
address the negative impacts of new and emerging digital tools and online spaces on human
rights.2

3. On 19 June 2023, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms, issued a statement calling for the urgent release of 16 Baha’is abducted by de
facto authorities in Yemen on 25 May 2023 who were peacefully gathered in a private
residence to elect the religious community's national governing body when Houthi gunmen
wearing balaclavas suddenly stormed the meeting.?

4. On 19 June 2023, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms and the UN Committee on Enforced Disappearances, issued a press release
urging the General Assembly to establish a human rights body to meaningfully address the
tragedy of missing and forcibly disappeared persons in Syria.*

5. On 4 July 2023, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release urging Tajikistan to show genuine commitment to
improving the situation of human rights defenders in the country and expressed concern about
convictions.’

6. On 13 July 2023, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release condemning Ethiopia's summary expulsion of hundreds
of Eritreans at the end of June. They called on the authorities to immediately halt any further
deportations and put an end to the continuing reports of arbitrary detention of Eritrean
refugees, asylum-seekers and migrants.®

7. On 21 July 2023, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release expressing serious concern about the situation of migrants
and refugees in Libya who were allegedly held captive and tortured, subsequently released
by Libyan authorities, and transferred to unknown places of detention, where they are
reportedly at risk of further serious human rights violations, including acts tantamount to
enforced disappearance.”

8. On 26 July 2023, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release warning that a court ruling in Trinidad and Tobago
declaring that the 1951 Refugee Convention does not apply to the twin-island State, could
have grave implications for people seeking international protection and the lives of migrants.?

Belarus must release all detainees held on political grounds and protect their rights: UN experts |
OHCHR.

New and emerging technologies need urgent oversight and robust transparency: UN experts | OHCHR.
Yemen: UN experts call for release of disappeared Bahd'is | OHCHR.

Syria: UN experts urge General Assembly to address plight of the missing and forcibly disappeared |
OHCHR.

Tajikistan: UN experts deplore criminal proceedings against human rights defenders | OHCHR.

UN experts urge Ethiopia to halt mass deportation of Eritreans | OHCHR.

Libya: UN experts alarmed at reports of trafficking in persons, arbitrary detention, enforced
disappearances and torture of migrants and refugees | OHCHR.

Trinidad and Tobago: Court ruling on deportations will gravely impact refugees and migrants, UN
experts say | OHCHR.
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9. On 11 August 2023, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release calling on Lao People’s Democratic Republic to end the
arbitrary detention of lawyer and human rights defender Lu Siwei and permit him to continue
his journey to reunite with his family.®

10.  On 17 August 2023, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release expressing alarm at reports of brutal and widespread use
of rape and other forms of sexual violence by the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) during the
four-month-old internal armed conflict in the Republic of Sudan and called for an end to the
ongoing violence.*®

11.  On 29 August 2023, the UN Committee on Enforced Disappearances, the Working
Group, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the Chairperson of the Working
Group on Death Penalty, Extrajudicial, Summary or Arbitrary Killings of the African
Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights and the Representatives of Indonesia and
Malaysia to the ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights, commemorating
the international Day of the Victims of Enforced Disappearances jointly called on all States
to make pledges to promote justice for all victims of enforced disappearances without delay,
and to ratify international and regional instruments on enforced disappearances.**

12.  On 30 August 2023, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms and the UN Committee on Enforced Disappearances, endorsed a press release
which warned that women human rights defenders searching for forcibly disappeared loved
ones in Mexico are facing intimidation, attacks and even violent death.*?

13.  On 14 September 2023, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms and the UN Committee on Enforced Disappearances, issued a press release
welcoming the decision by a court in Switzerland to put a former member of a Belarusian
paramilitary unit on trial for his alleged involvement in the enforced disappearance of three
opposition leaders in 1999.13

14.  On 15 September 2023, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release warning against the forcible repatriation of Mr. Ravil
Mingazov from the United Arab Emirates (UAE) to the Russian Federation, calling for an
immediate end to the harmful cycle of extended and arbitrary detention against a former
detainee.*

15.  On 18 September 2023, the Working Group issued a media advisory announcing its
131st Session would examine more than 3000 cases from 36 countries.*®

16.  On 19 September 2023, the Working Group, issued a press release on its thematic
study highlighting the ambivalent relationship between new technologies and enforced
disappearances both to hinder the work of human rights defenders and relatives of
disappeared people, and to intimidate or harass them. While on the other hand, they can offer
cost-effective solutions that have proved useful in locating the disappeared, documenting the
crime and promoting accountability.®

17.  On 19 September 2023, the Human Rights Council issued a statement about the
interactive dialogue with the Working Group, which stressed the statement of the Chair, that

Lao must immediately release Chinese lawyer Lu Siwei and prevent his imminent deportation: UN
experts | OHCHR.

UN experts alarmed by reported widespread use of rape and sexual violence against women and girls
by RSF in Sudan | OHCHR.

Enforced disappearance: UN and regional human rights experts call for justice for victims without delay
| OHCHR.

Mexico: UN experts outraged by attacks and killings targeting women human rights defenders |
OHCHR.

Switzerland: UN experts welcome landmark trial on enforced disappearances in Belarus | OHCHR.
UAE and USA: UN experts warn against refoulement of ex-Guantanamo detainee and urge his
immediate release | OHCHR.

Enforced disappearance: UN expert group to review over 3000 cases from 36 countries | OHCHR.

UN experts’ study on new technologies and enforced disappearances exposes risks and opportunities |
OHCHR.
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19

20
21
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no exceptional circumstances whatsoever may be invoked as a justification for enforced
disappearance.’

18.  On 22 September 2023, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release pointing to a pattern of serious human rights violations
targeting human rights defenders in Lao PDR, including summary executions and enforced
disappearances.®

19.  On 12 October 2023, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms, issues a press release condemning the targeted and deadly violence directed at
civilians in Israel and violent and indiscriminate attacks against Palestinian civilians in Gaza
and a further tightening of the unlawful blockade, which will have devastating impacts on
the whole civilian population.*®

20.  On 17 October 2023, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release calling on China to consider alternative solutions to
forcible repatriation of North Korean escapees in line with the principle of non-refoulement
guaranteed under international law.?°

21.  On 18 October 2023, the Working Group endorsed the statement of the Special
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders calling on China to release the human
rights defender Guo Feixiong, whose health has been seriously deteriorating in prison.?

22.  On 18 October 2023, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release urging the Government of Sri Lanka to ensure that the
proposed counter-terrorism bill meets international human rights standards.?

23.  On 19 October 2023, the Working Group issued a press release announcing its official
visit to the African Union organs with judicial and human rights mandates and other regional
bodies to be conducted from 21 to 26 October 2023.%

24.  On 30 November 2023, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release concerning the alarming escalation of violence in Sudan,
particularly sexual violence committed in the conflict, primarily by the Rapid Support
Forces.?*

25.  On 8 December 2023, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release urging the UN member States to use all measures at their
disposal and their influence to promote an immediate and permanent ceasefire in Gaza.?®

26.  On 14 December 2023, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms, issued a statement calling for a permanent ceasefire in Gaza to protect the rights
and futures of women and girls in the occupied Palestinian territory and Israel.?

27.  On 19 December 2023, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release emphasising the need for the international community to
support civil society groups expressing international solidarity in pursuit of peace and social
justice and not to conflate international solidarity with antisemitism or islamophobia.?”

Human Rights Council Hears that There Is Still a Long Way Ahead in the Fight Against Enforced
Disappearances and that Certain Climate Mitigation Technologies Are Emerging that Could Exacerbate
Toxic Pollution | OHCHR.

Lao PDR: UN expert calls out alarming pattern of violations against human rights defenders | OHCHR.
Israel/occupied Palestinian territory: UN experts deplore attacks on civilians, call for truce and urge
international community to address root causes of violence]| OHCHR.

China must not forcibly repatriate North Korean escapees: UN experts | OHCHR.

China: UN expert urges release of human rights defender Guo Feixiong | OHCHR.

UN experts say Sri Lanka’s counter-terrorism bill fails to heed their recommendations, status quo
fundamentally unchanged | OHCHR.

UN experts on enforced disappearances to visit African Union | OHCHR.

Sudan: UN experts appalled by use of sexual violence as a tool of war | OHCHR.

UN experts urge States to unite for peace and push for ceasefire in Gaza | OHCHR.

Occupied Palestinian territory and Israel: UN experts call for permanent ceasefire to protect rights and
futures of women and girls | OHCHR.

Support civil society’s international solidarity efforts for peace: UN experts | OHCHR.
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28.  On 15 January 2024, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release welcoming the recent decision by Suriname’s highest
court upholding the 20-year prison sentence of former President Desiré Delano Bouterse for
the torture and extrajudicial execution of 15 political opponents in 1982.%

29.  On 19 January 2024, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release expressing grave concern that the trial in the United Arab
Emirates of 84 members of civil society on spurious terrorism charges could result in the
death penalty or lengthy prison sentences for acts allegedly committed in 2010-2011.%

30. On 24 January 2024, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release hailing the judgment of the European Court of Human
Rights holding that Greece had violated a Syrian refugee’s right to life when its coastguards
shot at a vessel carrying migrants and asylum seekers in 2014.%

31.  On 31 January 2023, the Working Group with other Special Procedures mechanisms,
issued a press release concerning the landmark ruling by the International Court of Justice,
which they noted offers the first concrete hope to protect civilians in Gaza enduring
apocalyptic humanitarian conditions, destruction, mass killings, wounding and irreparable
trauma.3!

32.  On 5 February 2024, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release on the deteriorating humanitarian crisis in Sudan, which
has caused acute hunger and forced displacement.

33.  On 16 February 2024, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms, issues a press release on accountability for political opposition member Alexey
Navalny's death in custody and immediate release of all political prisoners.

34.  On 18 February 2024, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release urging the de facto authorities in Sana’a to halt the
imminent execution of human rights defender Fatima Al-Arwali.?*

35.  On 23 February 2024, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release calling for greater efforts by the international community
to end Russia’s war against Ukraine in line with the UN Charter and find a path of peace
without delay.®

36. On 7 March 2024, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release expressing concern over reports of attacks on minorities,
media and civil society in India and called for urgent corrective action as the country prepares
to hold elections in early 2024.36

37. On 7 March 2024, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release urging the international community to increase pressure

Suriname: UN experts welcome landmark ruling against former President Desiré Bouterse, urge
implementation | OHCHR.

United Arab Emirates: UN experts alarmed by new charges brought against civil society in UAE87 trial
| OHCHR.

UN experts hail landmark ruling by European Court of Human Rights on shooting by Greek Coastguard
| OHCHR.

Gaza: ICJ ruling offers hope for protection of civilians enduring apocalyptic conditions, say UN experts
| OHCHR.

Sudan: 25 million people in dire humanitarian need, say UN experts| OHCHR.

Russia: UN experts call for accountability for Navalny's death and immediate release of all political
prisoners| OHCHR.

Yemen: UN experts call on Houthi de facto authorities to halt execution of human rights defender
Fatima Al-Arwali | OHCHR.

UN experts urge international community to step up efforts to forge peace between Russia and Ukraine
|OHCHR.

India: UN experts urge corrective action to protect human rights and end attacks against minorities in
lead up to elections | OHCHR.
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on the parties to the conflict to end grave crimes and fully comply with international law in
Gaza.>’

38.  On 11 March 2024, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release on the disappearance of Somchai Neelapaijit, a human
rights defender and senior member of two lawyers’ associations in Thailand, who allegedly
forcibly disappeared on 12 March 2004, calling for truth and justice on the 20th anniversary
of his enforced disappearance.®

39. On 14 March 2024, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release demanding accountability for human rights defender Cao
Shunli’s death.®

40. On 3 April 2024, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release expressing grave concern about the confirmation of the
death sentences against seven individuals by Egypt’s highest court on 24 January 2024, in
the so-called "Helwan Brigade” counter-terrorism case.*

41. On 22 April 2024, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms, issued a press release calling for the immediate release of human rights
defender Ahmad Fahim from prison after 6 months.*

42.  On 30 April 2024, the Working Group issued a press release denouncing an alarming
increase in enforced disappearances of citizens exercising their rights to freedom of
expression, association and participating in matters of public interest is reported in Venezuela
since December 2023.42

43.  On 9 May 2024, the Working Group, together with other Special Procedures
mechanisms, issues a press release warning that former Guantanamo Bay detainee, Saeed
Bakhouche, would not get a fair trial and risked renewed arbitrary detention.*

UN experts urge the international community to step up pressure to end crimes, uphold international
law and save lives in Gaza | OHCHR.

Thailand: UN experts demand truth and justice 20 years after the enforced disappearance of Somchai|
OHCHR.

China: UN experts renew calls for accountability for Cao Shunli’s deathl OHCHR.

Egypt must halt executions, warn UN experts | OHCHR.

UN experts urge immediate release of Afghan rights defender | OHCHR.

Alarming rise in enforced disappearances ahead of Venezuela’s presidential poll: UN experts | OHCHR.
Former Guantanamo Bay detainee faces re-victimisation in Algeria, UN experts say | OHCHR.
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