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¢children-the-syrian-democratic-forces-sign-a-joint-action-plan-with-the-united-nations-in-geneva/
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.International Committee of the Red Cross, customary international humanitarian law, rule 136
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1. On 4 July, around noon, government forces fired at least three artillery shells landed
in and around the town of Darat [zza, in rural western Aleppo within a 10-20-minute period.
Two shells landed in an unpopulated open area on the outskirts of town, approximately 800
meters from each other. A third shell landed in front of a house 1-1.5 kilometres away from
the first two, injuring four children aged between 5 and 13 years old, one seriously, as they
played together in the courtyard. The impact also destroyed the house’s solar panel system
and damaged windows and walls. There was no indication of military activity near the house
at the time of the attack.

2. Around 5 p.m. on the same day, government forces likely stationed near Kafr Nabl
carried out an artillery attack on Al-Bara village and its outskirts, south of Idlib and eight
kilometres from the front line. Several shells landed within a 200-metre radius. One shell
landed in front of a house, seriously injuring an 80-year-old woman and a 60-year-old man.
The woman died of her wounds the following day. There was no military presence in the area
at the time of the attack.

3. Five days later on 9 July, government forces, reportedly stationed near Kafr Nabl,
conducted another artillery attack on the vicinity of Al-Bara, firing two artillery shells just
before 10 a.m. The first shell appears to have destroyed an artillery gun belonging to Hay’at
Tahrir al-Sham with a direct strike. Approximately two minutes later, the second shell struck
and damaged a civilian house in the village around two kilometres away, injuring three
children - a nine year-old boy, a seven-year-old boy and a two year-old girl. The nine year-
old boy died of his injuries. The situation prior to these attacks was calm, with no exchange
of fire between armed groups and government forces, nor was there any known military
objective in the vicinity of the house.

4. Shortly after 8 p.m. on 11 July, Government forces, likely from the 46th Regiment
stationed near Atarib and west of Aleppo, struck a clearly marked first responder vehicle with
an anti-tank guided missile. The vehicle was transporting first responders to the site of an
earlier artillery attack on open farmland and had come to a stop on a long, straight section of
road surrounded by open, flat agricultural land southeast of Atarib. One first responder was
killed and the vehicle was destroyed. No military facilities or activities were visible in the
area before or during the attack. A drone was observed in the sky near the time of the attack.
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5. Source: Maxar Technologies & open sources

6. At around 10.30 p.m. on 26 July, Government forces killed two shepherds and injured
two of their family members in an attack on open agricultural land in Kafr Nuran, Aleppo,
two kilometres from the front line. There was a military checkpoint 400 metres from the site
of the attack. A few hours later, Government forces injured another family member with an
anti-tank guided missile as he went to retrieve his relatives’ possessions from the incident
site. Before the incident, the situation was calm and there were no clashes between
government forces and opposition armed groups in the area. There was a drone in the sky
before and during the attacks. On 5 October, Government forces conducted an artillery attack
against another five civilian members of the same family in a house outside the village of
Kafr Nuran, killing three women and two men, and seriously injuring another woman.

7. Government forces fired four artillery shells towards the sparsely populated village of
Maarbalit , east of Ariha and south of Idlib in the early evening of 1 August. One shell landed
next to a civilian house where four siblings were playing. A four-year-old boy was seriously
injured in the attack and died of his injuries. A drone was observed in the sky at the time of
the attack.

8. On 5 August, at around 9 p.m., Government forces fired three artillery shells at the
residential neighbourhood of Jisr al-Shughur, west of Idlib. The first and third shells landed
on civilian homes, causing material damage. The second shell hit the wall of a civilian home,
killing a six-year-old girl and injuring her three siblings, aged 16, 14 and five. There was a
drone in the sky around the time of the attack. There was no known military presence in the
vicinity at the time of the attack and the closest military objective was the Estabraq Turkish
military base 3.2 kilometres away.
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9. On 26 August, there were intense clashes between pro-Government forces and armed
groups south of Idlib. In the late afternoon, government forces targeted several towns in Jabal
Al Zawya area, including residential areas of Kansafra town, with artillery. The attack killed
a six-year-old boy, his four-year-old sister and injured five other civilians, including three
children, their mother and another woman as they were preparing to flee the area. There was
a drone in the sky at the time of the attack. There is no information available to suggest that
there was a military target in the vicinity of the attack.

10.  On the evening of 2 September, Government forces likely based east of Sarmin, fired
four to five “Grad” rockets at Sarmin town amidst an exchange of fire with armed groups.
The attack struck a civilian home 300 metres from Abdel Aziz Jalal school, killing a nine-
month-old baby and injuring his mother, eight-year-old sister, eight-year-old brother, and an
elderly civilian.

11.  The following month, on 4 October, pro-Government forces fired numerous “Grad”
rockets at a residential area of Sarmin town, landing near two schools, the local council
building, the cemetery, and areas near the Grand Mosque, all within a 500-metre radius. One
of the schools and the mosque were damaged. The attack killed an eight-year-old girl and
injured six civilians - two women, one man, and three girls. It also damaged the mosque and
one of the schools and caused large-scale displacement of civilians from Sarmin. There was
no military activity or presence in the neighbourhood.

12.  In the early evening of 25 September, pro-Government forces fired at least four
rockets at a residential area in Jisr Al Shugur, Idlib, near the Bab al-Hawa Mosque, injuring
ten civilians, destroying a water tanker truck and damaging residential buildings. One rocket
hit a market in the city centre but did not explode. There was a drone in the sky around the
time of the attack.

13.  On 6 October, Government forces attacked the town of Termanin with rocket artillery
between approximately 8.30 p.m. and 11.30 p.m., resulting in five civilian deaths and 27
injuries, including several women and children. Government forces fired “Grad” rockets on
the centre of the town, near the market and east of it where many shops and internet providers
are located. Government forces also fired “Uragan” 9M27K cluster munition rockets that
landed close to Termanin medical compound and the Academy school for boys. Satellite
imagery from the day after the attack did not reveal any military activity or objects in
Termanin other than one armoured vehicle 480 metres south of the impact area the day after
the incident. The following day, a nine-year-old boy reportedly picked up a submunition that
failed to detonate on impact during the attack. It exploded, injuring him and two others. As
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previously reported by the Commission, cluster munitions continue to endanger civilians
years after a cessation of hostilities.

\ An image of 9M27K cluster munition rocket that landed next to Academy school for boys in the town of Termanin on 6
October 2023.

Source: Maxar Technologies and open sources

14.  On 8 October, the centre of Idlib city was attacked with “Grad” rockets fired from the
government-controlled area of Saraqib, 16 kilometres southeast of Idlib city. The first wave
of ten rockets were fired around 9.30 a.m., striking main roads, civilian houses, and the local
authorities’ “Education Directorate”, all within a 300-metre radius. The second wave began
around 1 p.m. and landed within a 250-meter radius, striking main streets and five hospitals
— Idlib University Hospital, Idlib Central Hospital, Idlib National Hospital, Ibn Seena
Children Hospital, and the Comprehensive Clinics Hospital. The attack killed five civilians,
including two women and two children, and injured 30. The attack also caused considerable
structural damage to the hospitals and affected access to medical services. According to a
doctor, the attack on the hospitals caused a significant decrease in the number of people
seeking medical treatment following the attack. On the same day, three first responder centres
were attacked in three towns, damaging first responders’ vehicles in Idlib city and putting a
women and family centre in Sarmin temporarily out of service.
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15.  An explosive projectile, likely a “Grad” rocket, struck a house in Darat Izza around
10.20 p.m. on 18 October, killing a thirteen-year-old girl and injuring her eleven-year-old
sister. The projectile was fired by Government forces, likely stationed in Ein Jara. There is
no information to suggest that there was any military activity in the vicinity of the house.

16.  Around 1.30 p.m. on 22 October, a tent outside a civilian house in Qarqour was struck
dead centre with an explosive munition, killing six children between the ages of two and six.
The six children had been playing in and around the tent for at least half an hour before it
was struck. Shortly thereafter, three additional munitions targeted relatives who were trying
to evacuate the victims, landing within a 320-metre radius. There was a drone in the sky at
the time of the attack.

GE.24-00950



A/HRC/55/64

GE.24-00950

Source: Maxar Technologies and open sources

17.  Around 10.30 a.m. on 25 November, nine members of the same family were struck
by an artillery shell as they harvested olives in their olive grove near Quqfin village. The
attack killed nine civilians, including six children ranging in age from two to sixteen, two
men, and one woman and injured another woman. The shell seems to have been fired from
the mountains where Government forces are stationed. Another shell landed 300 meters to
the west of the attack site. There was a drone in the sky at the time of the attack.

18. At approximately 11.46 a.m. on 2 December, Afes town was attacked with artillery
by government forces stationed in Saraqib. One of the shells hit the courtyard of Afes Martyrs
primary school, minutes after pupils had been called back inside after playing in the
courtyard. The shelling injured a 28-year-old teacher and mother of a new-born baby, injured
at least three children, one seriously, inside their classroom and caused material damage to
the school. The teacher and one pupil subsequently died from their injuries. At the time of
the attack, the situation was calm and there was no military presence in the vicinity of the
school. As a result of the attack, the school was forced to close temporarily. According to an
eyewitness, the primary school is the only operational school in Afes, the other five are
closed.
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19.  On 9 December, Government forces positioned near Saraqib attacked the old city of
Idlib with rocket artillery. The attack started at around 5 p.m. and lasted for five minutes.
Eight civilians were killed, including two children and one woman and 33 civilians were
injured, including seven children and one woman. Many of the injuries involved loss of
limbs. Consistent with an established pattern of attacks by government forces on markets,
most of the rockets (five) struck a market area in Ard al Hara in the centre of the city during
business hours which is where most of the deaths and injuries took place. Rockets also struck
the Al Shahada IDP camp and the industrial area east of the city. A drone was spotted flying
over the area before and after the attack.

20.  Around 5.40 p.m. on 17 December, Government forces attacked Darat Izza was with
over 40 rockets and artillery shells. Five civilians, including a child and a pregnant woman
were killed and four civilians were injured. As a result of the attack, many residents of Darat
Izza were displaced and schools temporarily closed. Government forces may have attacked
Darat Izza in retaliation for an attack against them in rural Latakia, that allegedly resulted in
the death of six soldiers. There were no military targets or military activity in the targeted
areas of Darat [zza at the time of the attack.

21.  On 25 December, Al-Hikma Private School in Sarmin was attacked with shelling on
25 December. School had finished for the day, however ten IDP families were living in a
school building next door. An IDP man was killed and five were injured, including three
children. According to one witness, the school has been shelled four times in the past three
months, causing fear among students.

Russian airstrikes

22.  On 5 August, three civilian members of the same family were killed and six people
were injured in an airstrike by Russian Aerospace Forces’ on a farm in Ain Sheeb, west of
Idlib. The attack also damaged farm structures and vehicles. There were some reports that
one of the farm buildings may have been used for military purposes despite the presence of
civilians at the farm, the incident remains under investigation. The Syrian Ministry of
Defence issued a statement that the headquarters of the terrorist group “Jabhat al-Nusra” was
destroyed.

23.  On 22 August at around 10.30 p.m., Russian Aerospace Forces carried out two strikes
on a former water pumping station in Ain Sheeb, 10 kilometres west of Idlib, where a number
of IDP families had been living since 2019. The airstrikes killed two civilians, an elderly man
and an 18-year-old, and injured at least four others, including two children, as they all fled
the attack. The airstrikes also injured livestock belonging to the IDPs and damaged structures
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in the IDP settlement such as grain stores. Verified photographs and video footage show that
the IDP site was surrounded by open terrain. Eyewitnesses also indicated that there was no
military objective in the vicinity.

Following the attack on the Homs Military Academy, the Russian Aerospace Forces
escalated its air attacks in northwest Syria in support of the Government. In this context,
around 9.30 a.m. on 6 October, two guided bombs hit a cluster of seven houses in the isolated
hamlet of Jiftlik Haj Hammoud in western rural Idlib, north of Jisr Al Shughour, since
generations belonging to a family of farmers. To the Commission’s knowledge, this area has
not been targeted before. The airstrike killed a two-year-old child, injured three young
children and caused extensive damage to the houses. Several Russian aircraft were in the air
over Idlib around the time of the airstrike. Witnesses and satellite imagery indicate that there
was no military activity nor military objects near the affected houses at the time of the attack.
On 7 November, the Director of the Political Department of the Syrian Ministry of Defence,
Major General Hassan Suleiman, stated that regime forces had launched a series of “specific
operations and focused strikes” in western Idlib targeting “terrorist organizations in
coordination with Russian forces.”

damage to the houses.

Source: Maxar Technologies, Google Earth Pro and open sources

24.  Russian Aerospace Forces launched several raids in Jabal Al Zawiya, Idlib. Around
10:20 p.m. on 13 October, Russian Aerospace Forces carried out an airstrike on an area near
a civilian farmhouse in Bezah, Jabal Al Arabae’en, Idlib, killing one elderly civilian man
working in agriculture and his wife and demolishing their house. Another civilian house
approximately 250 meters away was also destroyed in the attack, with no casualties. Several
Russian airplanes and drones were in flight over Idlib on the day of the attack. The
Commission did not find any information to suggest that the farmhouse was a military target,
however, according to the Syrian Ministry of Defence, who posted a video of the farmhouse
being attacked, they were targeting “terrorist headquarters and fortifications” in the Idlib
countryside.

25.  Russian Aerospace Forces carried out an airstrike on Ahl Saraqib IDP camp, opposite
the Al-Shariki swimming pool on the outskirts of Al Hamama village, west of Idlib, around
12:00 on 24 October. Two bombs were dropped. One hit the swimming pool while the other
hit the camp's tents, killing five civilians, including three women and two children from the
same family, injuring five, three children and two men from the same family, and destroying
ten IDP tents. Several Russian airplanes and drones were in flight over Idlib on the day of
the attack. There was no known military presence at the camp at the time of the attack.
According to OCHA, 250 people were displaced from the IDP camp as a result of the attack.
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Source: Maxar Technologies and open sources

26.  Five civilians from one family were killed, including three children and another child,
the sole survivor of the family, was injured in a Russian airstrike that targeted houses on a
farm near Armanaz, west of Idlib, on the evening of 25 December. Prior to this attack,
multiple Russian fixed-wing aircraft were observed departing from Hmemim Airbase, and
subsequently flying in the vicinity of the town. Investigations are ongoing.
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States and territories No. children No. women  No. unknown/men Total
Afghanistan” _ 1 _ 1
Albania 28 9 - 37
Australia 21 - 25
Austria 4 - - 4
Barbados 2 1 -

Belgium 33 12 - 45
Bosnia and Herzegovina 12 6 8 26
Canada’® 17 - 26
Denmark 18 4 - 22
Finland 14 4 - 18
France? 169 57 - 226
Germany 80 27 1¢ 108
Indonesia’ - , ; .
Italy 5 1 1 7
Kazakhstan 417 158 37 612
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia® 2 0 18 20
Kosovo? 78 33 12 123
Kyrgyzstan® 232 100 332
Malaysia 7 2 16 25
Maldives 4 1 - 5
Moldova 4 1 - 5
Morocco - - 8 8
Netherlands 44 18 - 62
New Zealand 1 - - 1
Nigeria 3 - - 3
North Macedonia 14 5 11 30
Norway 11 3 - 14
State of Palestine 2 - - 2
Russian Federation® 409 13 - 422
Slovakia 2 1 3
South Africa” _ - . .
Spain 13 2 - 15
Sudan 8 - 10
Sweden 41 18 - 59
Switzerland 2 - - 2
Tajikistan 177 73 - 250
Ukraine 31 - 31
United Kingdom® 14 2 - 16
United States of America” 18 5 7 30
Uzbekistan 248 98 1 347
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Countries for which the Commission received information that citizens are held and
for whom there is no indication of any repatriation:

Algeria®, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, China, Comoros, Congo, Czechia, Egypt*,
Estonia®, Georgia, India, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Lebanon,
Libya, Mali, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Romania®, Senegal, Serbia, Seychelles,
Somalia, Tanzania, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Tlrkiye, Viet Nam®, Yemen.

a This table is based on replies to Note Verbales sent to States alleged to have nationals in
north-eastern Syria and letters to other relevant parties (footnote 2) and open-source data. Where open
sources provided different numbers, the lowest figure was used. The table does not reflect the
repatriation of Iraqi nationals, who form the largest group of foreigners in SDF-run camps in
north-eastern Syria.

b Repatriations reportedly occurred during the reporting period (1 July 2023 to 31 December
2023). In mid-January 2024, Maldives undertook additional repatriations.

¢ One boy was repatriated after he turned 18.

d References to Kosovo shall be understood to be in the context of Security Council resolution
1244 (1999).

€ According to information submitted by States in response to communications by the
Commission and United Nations special procedures, the national authorities have no indication as to
the presence of citizens in north-eastern Syria, or are still trying to determine such presence.

f Countries for which reports indicate individuals were repatriated, without further information.
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The Secretanat of the Unmted Nations Independent International Commuission of Inquiry on
the Synan Arab Republic presents its compliments to the Permanent Mission of the Synan Arab
Republic to the United Nations Office at Geneva and specialized mstitutions and has the honour to
refer to the UN Human Rights Council (HRC) resolution 3230 of 4 Apnl 2023 extending the
mandate of the Commission until 31 March 2024,

The Commission takes this opporfunmty to request vour Government's assistance should
there be mformation avalable to share regarding mcidents or events impacting the human nghts of
persons in the Syman Arab Republic that could aide ongoing investigations.

At present, the Commission seeks information on human rights violations and abuses in light
of 1ts upcomming mandated report to the Human Faghts Council session in March 2024, which wall
cover events between 1 July 2023 and 31 December 2023

In thas regard, the Commission first requests any information your Government may be able
to share regarding the incidents listed i Annes T to this nate, which allegedly aceurred during this
time period. This list includes the incidents referred to in the identical letters dated 35, 12 and 15
October 2023 from the Permanent Representative of the Synian Arab Republic to the Uneted Nations
addressed to the Secretary-General and the President of the Security Council In addition to the
information prm*i-de:d on the aforementioned imcidents, the Commussion would welcome further
mformation concermng other attacks by armed groups or other armed actors entailing enalian
casualiies.

Second, the Commussion continues to receive information regarding deaths in detention as
well as torture in Government detention facilities, including within security branches and military
prisons. The Commuission would welcome any information on steps taken by the Synan authonties
to prevent such deaths and practices, and'or investigate any such allegations that were allegedly
committed by vour awthorities/forces — also in light of the provizional measures indicated by the
International Court of Justice on 16 November 2023 for the Synan Arab Republic to, in accordance
with its obligations under the Convention aganst Torture and Other Cruel, Inhwman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment, take all measures within 1ts power to prevent acts of torture and other
eruel, mbuman or degrading treatment or pushment and ensure that s officials, as well a5 any
organizations of persons which mav be subject to its control, direction or influence, do not comimnit
any acts of torture or other acts of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or pumishment.

Third, the Commission has become aware of Lemslative Decree No. 32 of 2023 and
Legislative Decres No. 35 of 2023 respectively 1ssued by President Bashar al-Assad on 3 September
and 16 November 2023, and would appreciate additional detailz regarding the scope and
implementation of these decrees, including in relation to the questions raised in Annex I to this note.

Fourth, the Commission also secks informaton regarding the number of indraduals
executed after being sentenced by a court in 2023, with breakdown per junisdiction and gender. It
kandly request information on steps undertaken by the government to inform families of the death of
their relatives and to conduct restinition of the remains of the deceased.

Fifth information has been obtained regarding the arrest and detention of eivil society
activists and citizens voicing criticisms of the Government of the Synan Arab Republic in online
fora ncluding under the Cybercnme Law No. 20 of 2022, The Commussion would be grateful for
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information and available data regarding cases of amrests, prosecutions, and comvictions under this
law since its enactment.

Finally, reports of Syrian refugees deported from Lebanon facing extortion by Syrian
authorities contimoe to be collected. Those unable to pay have reportedly been detained, with families
unaware of thewr fate or whereabouts. The Commussion seeks information on the procedure followed
by Syran authorities when deportees are handed ever 3z well as the number of deportess detained or
conscripted in the military.

For the information to be recerved and processed ahead of 1ts next reporting obligations, the
Commission would kindly request that any mputs be received by 2 Tanuary 2024, We remain ready
to discuss the most appropriate means by which to obtain the above information, including through
meetings or bniefings.

The Commission also takes thiz opportunity to reiterate its continped interest in the
facilitation of a visit to the Synan Arab Republic by your Government to fulfil its mandate, and to
engage in dislogue concermng requests such as contained in the present commumeation The
Commiz=ion 18 also continuing to explore possibilities for vistting the northwest and the northeast of
the Svnan Arab Republic (as mentioned already e.z. in its letter dated 5 Apnl 2023) and would
weleome your Government's views. For any questions regarding the detzils of s request or
opportunities to collaborate, pleaze contact the Secretariat, at ohehr-coisyria@un org.

The Secretariat of the Commission of Inquiry avails stself of the opportunity to renew to the
Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Eepublic the assurances of its highest consideration

Geneva, 28 November 2023

GE.24-00950



A/HRC/55/64

Annex I

List of alleged incidents occurring from July-October 2023 on which the Comu
requests information for its upcoming mandated report to the Human Rights Cou
in March 2024

Attacks alleged to have occurred in Idlib governorate and western Aleppo

®  On4 July 2023, shelling allegedly injured four children in the town of Darat [zz;
rural Aleppo.

= On4 July, shelling allegedly killed one woman and injured a man on the outskirt
town, south of Tdlib.

= On 9 July 2023, shelling allegedly killed one child and injured two other ch
village of Al-Bara Idlib governorate.

= On 11 July 2023, an alleged missile strike on the Syrian Civil Defense
humanitarian worleer in the village of Al-Atarib in the western Aleppo countrys

= On 26 July 2023, an alleged missile strikes canzed the death of two civilians ar
of other three in Kafr Nouran on the outskirts of Al-Atarib, west of Aleppo.

= Onl Augpst 2023, shelling allegedly caused the death of one child in Ma'arbalit
of Artha, south of Tdlib.

= On 4 Angust 2023, allegedly missile strikes killed two civilians and injured th
village of Fafrateen, east of Sheilth Ageel, west of Aleppo.

®  On 3 August 2023, shelling allegedly killed one child and injured three childre
of Jisr al-Shughur, west of Idlib.

= On 3 Avugust 2023, alleged airstrikes killed three civilians and injured six in Ain
of Idlib.

= On22 Angust 2023, an airstrike allegedly killed two civilians, including a boy ¢
girl and in Un town, Idlib.

= On 26 Angust 2023, shelling allegedly killed two children and injured five peog
three children in Kansafra Idlib.

= On2 September 2023, shelling allegedly killed one child and injured four in Sa

= On3 September 2023, shelling allegedly killed one child and injured one in Sa

= On 23 September 2023, shelling allegedly killed one woman and an elderly me
IDP camp, Idlib.

= (O 15 September 2023, shelling allegedly injured 10 people including two chi
al-Shughur, Tdlib.

=  On4 October 2023, alleged artillery shelling killed one girl and injured six in §

= On 3 October 2023, alleged artillery shelling killed five civilians including thre
Kafr Nouran, Idlib.

= On 6 October 2023, shelling allegedly killed four civilians in Idlib city.
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*  On 18 October 2023, alleged incendiary weapon attack killed one girl and injure
Darat Jzza.

*  On 19 October 2023, shelling allegedly killed one zirl and injured another in
western Aleppo.

" On 22 October 2023, shelling allegedly killed five children in Al Qarqur villa
plain, Hama.

*  On 24 October 2023, alleged airstrike killed five civilians and injured others i
IDP camp. Al Hamama village, west of Idlib.

Attacks and other incidents alleged to have occurred in northern Aleppo governor

*  On 9 Apgust 2023, shelling allegedly killed two civilians, including a girl and
in the Kuwait Al Rahma IDP camp located at Al Ehaldiyah mountain, east of A

*  On6 October 2023, alleged aerial attack on a building formerly hosting a COVIE
m Ain Al Arab, Aleppo governorate.

Attacks and other incidents alleged to have occurred in Dayr Az Zawr, Raggah ar
EOVEIMOTAtes

*  On 23 Augpst 2023, alleged air strike injured a media worker and killed a d
Amuda-Qamishli road, Hasakah governorate.

= On 27 Angust 2023, the leader ofthe Deir ez-Zor Milttary Council, Ahmed Al
Khawla), was reportedly arrested and detained in Hasala city, Hazaka governo

*  On 29 Augnst 2023, alleged killing of a father and child during house raid in D}
Az Fawr governorate.

" On30Avgust 2023, alleged shooting of civilians in Al Jardi town, in front of the
mosque, Dayr Az Zawr governorate.

*  On 3 September 2023, alleged damage and looting of civilian property in Al Ta
Dayr Az Zawr governorate.

= On 1l September 2023, an alleged drone strike killed one civilian and injured £
one child in Kashkiya village, Dayr Az Zawr governorate.

"  On21and 27 September 2023, alleged shelling resulted in the death of one chil
womat in Hasalkah City, Hazakah governorate.

" On23 September 2023, alleged attack on the Mehkan water station, Dayr Az &

*  On 3 October 2023, alleged aerial attacks in the vieinity of Washuleanni IDP ca
town of Tuwaina, west of Hasakah eity; the water treatment plant in Al Ra
southern Tel Tamr; the Western Diam electricity transfer station: the Amuda pe
Qamizhli’s main power station in northern Qamishli city; and the Swediye
generation station, all in Hasakah governorate.

*  On 6 October 2023, alleged aerial attack on a water treatment station on the out
Wawileh village, Tzl Tamer area and on a building formerly hosting a COVID
in (rirt Fara Al Malikrvah Hazakah sovernnrate
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On 9 October 2023, alleged ground-based attack in countryside of Ain Issa, no
Governorate, northern Syria, killing two children in the village of al-Mastura, 1
the town of An Issa, Raqgah governorate.

On 14 October 2023, alleged killing of a man during a raid operation in al Izb
Zawr governorate.

Attacks and other incidents in Damascus, Hama, Homs, As Suwayda, Dar’a, Al
Tartus

On 27 July 2023, an alleged vehicle born IED in a residential area of Saida .
Bural Damascus governorate, killed nine civilians, including one woman and :
children.

On 13 September 2023, a male protester was allegedly shot and lightly mjured
Party headquarters i Suweida, Suweida governorate.

On 5 October 2023, an alleged drone strike on Homs Military Academy, Homs
reportedly killed 82 people and injured 277.

On 22 October, an alleged aerial attack on Damascos International Airport killed
worker and injured another. The airstrike also reportedly temporarily halted o
the UN"s Humanitarian Air Service from the airport.

In October, alleged aerial attacks on Damascos International Airport (13 and
and Aleppo International Arrport (13, 13, 22, and 25 October) temporarily halte
of the UN"s Humanitarian Air Service.

EkE
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Annex IT

Questions for the Syrian Permanent Mission on the Implementation of
Legislative Decrees No. 32 and No. 36 of 2023

The Commmission has become aware of Legislative Decree No. 32 of 2023 and Legislati
No. 35 of 2023 respectively issued by President Bashar al-Assad on 3 September and 11
2023, While the Commizsion understands that some of the information requested relate:
zensitive security information, it would greatly appreciate additional details regasding
and implementation of theze decrees:

Legizlative Decree No. 32

a)
b

g
d)

€]

Does the decree have any impact on the ability of individuals who were tried an
by military field courts prior to their abolition to appeal those convictions?

If not, are there other available frameworks for revisiting or overturning decizic
abolished Military Field Courts?

How many cases were transferred from Military Field Courts to the Military Cc
What steps are being taken to provide accurate information and status updates ¢
who were processed by these courts to their families and legal representatives?

How iz the Syrian government ensuring the transparent and fair processing of o
previously referred to the now-abolished Military Field Courts which are now t
Military Courts?

What are the measures taken in order to ensure preservation of the case materia
archives of the Military Field Courts, and how are these measures aligned with

measures indicated by the International Court of Justice on 16 November 20237

Legislative Decree No. 36

1. Questions regarding the release procedure

3]
b)
o

d

Who i3 the competent authority for determining who should benefit from the Lt
Decree’s provisions?

What documents are detainees provided with to attest the applicability of the de
mndividual sitnation, mcluding for those released on basis of the Legizlative Dec
What are the established protocols for informing families, including those resid
about the release of detainees?

Has the Syrian Government considerad collaborating with an independent detet
tonitering body to ensure transparency and respect for the rights of detainess ¢
release process”

2. Questions regarding the beneficiaries of the Legislative Decree

a)

b

How many detainees have benefited from full or partial pardons following the :
Legislative Decres 367
Can the Government make available information on the actual crimes pardoned

v v Fmeemn
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e) Are there are any prospects for the Govermment to iszue other amnesty decrees
with other offenses, including those covered by law 19 of 20127

3. Questions regarding the impact on released individuals

a) 'What is the Legislative Decree’s impact on the security records of released detai
particularly concerning security clearance processes?

b} Are releazed detainees informed about avenues for addressing claims of ill-treat
torture experienced during detention? What measures ensure prompt investigatic
accoumtability for such violations?

¢l Age there any measures atmed at supporting the socizl reintegration of released «
well as assisting detainees in addressing peychological, social, or economic chal

release?

4. Questions regarding the domestic legal framework and international obligations

a) Could you elaborate on how the Legislative Decree aligns with Syria's domestic

framework and international legal obligations, particularly concerning its articls
granting amnesty for perpetrators of kidnapping under certain conditions?

) What steps are being talcen to ensure that the implementation of the Legislative

process does not impede the pursutt of justice for grave viclations of human rig

international humanitarian law, particularly in relation with above-mentioned a

TEE
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The Secretanat of the United Nations Independent International Commussion of Inquiry on
the Svrian Arab Republic prezents itz compliments to the Permanent Mizsion of the Syrian Arab
Republic to the United Nations Office at Geneva and specialized mstitutions.

Further to our previous note verbale, dated 28 November 2023, the Comfmission expresses
its sincere condolences regarding the loss of life and senious injunies caused by the attack on the 5
October 2023 graduation ceremony a2t the Homs Military Academy referred in the identical letters
dated 5 October 2023 from the Permanent Representative of the Synian Arab Republic to the United
Nations addressed to the Secretary-General and the President of the Secunity Council

The Commission noted the information provided by the Syman Presidency on 2 December,
atmbuting the attack to the “Turkestan Liberation Party.”™ The Commission would very much
appreciate if any video or photographic evidence concerning the 5 October incident could be releazed
or othermise made available to the Commussion.

In this regard, the Commission also takes this opportunity to reiterate its request for access,
mchuding specifically for the purpose of investigating this incident. Access to the specific location,
remmants (including debris from an explosive-laden drone, as referred to in the identical letters) and
facilitation of contacts with victims and witnesses would be much appreciated.

In addition, the Commission would welcome any information vou may be able to share
regarding the following alleged incidents:

« On 25 November, it iz alleged that Government forces lamnched an artillery attack on an olive
field near the village of Qugfin, east of Tdlib. The attack killed nine people, meluding srx children
and one woman and injured one woman as they harvested olives.

*  On 2 December, if 15 alleged that Government forces fired an artillery shell at Afes school m
Sarmin shortly before noon which landed in the school vard, damaging the school and injuring a
teacher and three children.

* On 9 December, Idlib city was hit by several rockets allegedly fired by Govermment forces,
poaitioned near Saragib. The attack started at around 5 pm. and lasted for 5 minutes. Eight
civilians were killed, meluding two children and one woman and 33 cvilians were mjured,
including five children.

* On 17 December, Darat Tzza was hit with rockets and artillery shells, allegedly fired by
Government forces killing four civilians, including a child and a pregnant woman

+  Onthe evemng of 25 December, an alleged Russian Aerospace Forces arstrike targeted a house
on the Alata farm near the town of Armanaz west of Idlib, killing five civilians from the same
family, inchoding three children.

* On 25 December, an attack on Sarmin, allegedly by Government forces led to the death of one
woung man and impacted a zchool.

In order for the information to be processed ahead of its next reporting obligations, the
Commussion would kindly request that any inputs be recerved by 19 January 2024, For any questions
regarding the details of this request or opportumities to collaborate, please contact the Secretanat, at

ohchr-coisyria@un org.

The Secretariat of the Commssion of Inquiry avails itself of the epportunity to renew 1o the
Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab FEepublic the assurances of its highest consideration.

Geneva, 4 January X024
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The Secretariat of the United Mations Independent International Commission of
Inguiry on the Syrian Arab Republic presents its compliments to the Permanent Mission of
the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations Office and other international
organizations in Geneva and has the honour to refer to the UN Human Rights Couneil
{HRC) resolution 52/30 of 4 April 2023 extending the mandate of the Commission until
31 March 2024,

The Commission takes this opporunity to thank the Permanent Mission for your
Government s past assistance in furtherance of 1ts mandate_ In the same spirit, it requests
your Government s assistance should there be information available to share regarding
incidents or events impacting the human nghts of persons in the Syrian Arab Republic that
could aid ongoing investigations.

At present. the Commission seeks information on human rights violations and
abuses in light of its upcoming mandated report to the Human Rights Council. In this
regard, the Commission requests any information your Government may be able to share
regarding alleged airstrikes which hit mulnple locations in Sweida and Dara provinces,
killing five civilians, including two children and a woman on 18 December 2023, The
Commission would also be grateful for information regarding the alleged shelling of Idlib
city on 31 December 2023 which injured eight civilians.

Additionally, the Commission takes this oppormunity to inform H.E. Mr. Haydar Ali
Ahmad of the upcoming visit of the Commissioners. Mr. Paulo Pinheiro, Mr. Hanny
Megally, and Ms. Lynn Welchman to Geneva the week of 22 January 2024. The
Commissioners would welcome the oppormunity to meet with H.E. Ambassador Ali Ahmad
for an informal exchange on the situation in Syria and to update on the Commission’s
work.

The Commission looks forward to hearing back from the Permanent Mission and
can be reached at ohchr-coisyriaj@un org.

The Secretariat of the Commission of Inguiry avails itself of the opportunity to
renew to the Permanent Mission of the Synan Arab Republic the assurances of its highest
consideration.

Geneva, 12 January 2024
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