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Independent Intemnational Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic
PALAIS DES NATIONS « 1211 GENEVA 10, SWITZERLAND
* WEB : waw ohghe,ong/soisyria » TEL: 41229171234 + FAX: +41-22.9179007 + E-MAIL: phshe-soisyria@snarg

Established pursuast to United Nations Human Rights Cosscil Resolution S-17/1 (2011) and extended by resalutions 19/22 (2012), 21/26 (2102), 2224
(2013), 25723 (2014), 28/20 (2015), 31/17 (2016), 34726 (2017), 37/29 (2018), 417 (2019), 43725 (2020), 4622 (2021), 4927 (2022) and S2730 (2023)

REFERENCE: COISYRIA/1162023

The Secretariat of the United Nations Independent International Commission of Inquiry on
the Syrian Arab Republic presents its compliments to the Permanent Mission of the Permanent
Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic to the United Nations Office at Geneva and specialized
institutions, in Geneva, and has the honour to refer to the UN Human Rights Council (HRC)
resolution 52/30 of 4 April 2023 extending the mandate of the Commission until 31 March 2024.

The Commission takes this opportunity to reiterate its thanks to the Permanent Mission for
your Government’s past assistance in furtherance of its mandate.

The Commission is currently conducting investigations for its upcoming report to the HRC's
fifty-fourth session in September 2023, covering events between 1 January and 30 June 2023.

In this regard, the Commission first requests any information your Government may be able
to share regarding the incidents listed in the Annex I to this note, which allegedly occurred in Aleppo.
As Suwayda, Damascus, Dar'a, Dayr Az Zawr, Idlib, Hama, Hasakah, Homs, and Raqqah
governorates during this time period.

Second, the Commission has also received credible reports that some international and local
humanitarian actors have faced obstacles and a lack of clarity on procedures to obtain authorization
to implement their post-earthquake humanitarian response, and have had part of the humanitarian aid
seized. Humanitarian workers have also reported facing threats as a result of their work. In this
context, the Commission seeks information about Government policies and procedure put in place
to ensure unhampered access for impartial delivery of humanitarian assistance to post-earthquake
SUIVIvOrs.

Third, the Commission has received reliable reports that residents of Sheikh Magsoud and
Al-Ashrafieh neighbourhoods in Aleppo city and residents of Al-Shahba region in Aleppo
governorate are experiencing arbitrary restrictions imposed by your Government on the flow of basic
goods and services, including healthcare services essential for survival. The Commission seeks
information about the necessity of such restrictions and would welcome any information on steps
being taken by the Syrian authorities to ensure that those living in the above-mentioned areas have
adequate access to essential services and goods.

Fourth, the Commission continues to document torture, ill-treatment, and deaths in detention
in Government detention facilities, including in intelligence directorates’ facilities in Damascus and
elsewhere and in military prisons including Sednaya. The Commission would welcome any
information on steps taken by the Syrian authorities to prevent and investigate any such allegations
as well as further information concerning persons held accountable in relation to torture, ill-
treatment, and deaths in detention.

Regarding detention, the Commission also takes this opportunity to kindly reiterate its
previous request for information contained in the attached standard questionnaire (which the
Commission previously shared in its note verbale numbered COISYRIA/32/2020 of 16 October 2020
and subsequently in 18/2022 of 6 July 2022 and 58/2022 of 10 November 2022). Noting the adoption
of Law 16 of 29 March 2022 that criminalizes torture, the Commission seeks your Government's
overall views on the applicable legislation’s compatibility with the Syrian Arab Republic’s
international legal obligations, in particular in relation to the Convention against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, and would particularly welcome updated
information covering the period since the adoption of Law no. 16/2022 uatil today, notably on:



PAGE 2

- statistical data per year regarding deaths in custody and information on the manner in
which those deaths were investigated;

- remedies available to victims of detention-related violations or abuses committed by
your authorities/forces abuses (including legal, medical, or psychosocial assistance) and
information on whether and how victims have availed themselves of such remedies;

- measures adopted to encourage victims to safely report allegations of such violations or
abuses and whether and how victims have availed th Ives of such es; and

- information on investigations carried out into detention-related violations or abuses
allegedly committed by your authorities/forces in order to hold perpetrators to account.

Noting the information provided in the Fourth periodic report submitted by the Syrian Arab
Republic under article 40 of the Intemational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(CCPR/C/SYR/4, hereinafter “Fourth periodic report”, para. 39- 41), the Commission also seeks
details relating to incidents of police officers held accountable for perpetrating violent acts during
investigations or in prisons or detention centres from March 2011 to the present day, notably a brief
summary of the allegations, location, agency of the officer concemed, exact disciplinary penalty,
status in court and charges or convictions. The Commission further kindly requests similar
information for members of the intelligence services as well as military forces. The Commission
would also welcome information relating to judgements issued in this context, including a summary
of the judgemenis coniaming the facis as esiablished, the crimes such persons were convicied or
acquitted of, and the sentences imposed, and if possible, copies of the relevant judgements.

The Fourth periodic report also contained information that “[n]o provisions under Syrian law
grant immunity for offences involving acts of torture committed by any party™ (para. 39). The
Commission has noted previously that de facto immunity results from the requirements under
Legislative Decree no. 61 of 27 February 1950 as amended by Decree no. 64/2008 and Legislative
Decree no. 14 of 25 January 1969 that require “the general leadership of the army and military forces™
and approval by the accused’s superior officers, respectively, prior to the initiative of any
prosecution. The Commission would welcome clarification how many such investigations have been
launched since 1 January 2020. The Commission would also welcome the full text of Laws 14/1969
and other legislation relating to the functions of other Syrian intelligence services, as well as
legislation setting out the functions and responsibilities of the National Security Bureau.

Further, noting the information provided in the Fourth periodic report (para. 36). the
Commission seeks information conceming legislation, policies, directives, orders or other
instruments relating to capital trials and related amnesties, in particular proceedings before Military
Field Courts (under Decree 109/1968).

In addition, with regards to the Fourth periodic report (paras. 53-34), the Commission seeks
information concerning measures taken to implement the Children’s Rights Act (Law No. 21/2021).

Finally, the Cc ission has obtained further reliable information concerning Syrian
refugees deported from Lebanon facmg extortion by your forces as of January 2023 onwards. Those
unable to pay have reportedly been detained, with families unaware of their current whereabouts.
The Commission seeks information on the procedure followed by Syrian authorities when deportees
are handed over; the number of deportees from Lebanon since January 2023 as well as statistics on
deportees detained or conscripted in the military.

Since January 2023, the Commission has also received credible information conceming
increased abductions of civilians in Homs govemorate, reportedly by members of pro-Government
armed groups and Syrian National Defence Force militia fighters, who faced ill-treatment and
extortion. The Commission seeks information about measures taken by Syrian authorities to put an
end to such acts.

In order for the information to be processed ahead of its next reporting obligations, the
Commission would kindly request that any inputs be received by 14 July 2023. The Commission is
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ready to discuss the most appropriate means by which to progress in this regard, including measures
required to ensure the confidentiality of provided materials and information, and would also welcome
meetings or briefings, in-person or virtually. To clarify details of this request or opportunities to
collaborate, please contact the Secretariat, at ohchr-coisyri 2

The Secretariat of the Commission of Inquiry avails itself of the opportunity to renew to the
Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic the assurances of its highest consideration.

Geneva, 14 June 2023
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Annex I
List of alleged incidents on which the Commission requests information for its upcoming
mandated report to the Human Rights Council session in March 2023

Attaclcs alleged to have occurred in Idlib governorate and western Aleppo
On 5 January 2023, shelling allegedly injured five civilians — four children and one woman

— in the outskirts of Al Foaa town in Idlib governorate

* On 18 January 2023, shelling allegedly killed one civilian in Al-Bara town, Idlib
governorate.

*  On 19 January 2023, shelling allegedly injured five civilians — four children and an elderly
woman — in the village of Qastoun, Idlib governorate

*  On 22 January 2023, shelling allegedly killed one woman who was present at her agricultural
field in Kafr Nouran village, western Aleppo

* On22February 2023, shelling allegedly killed two civilians as they were collecting firewood
in Kendah village, near Jisr Al-Shughour, Idlib governorate

* On 27 February 2023, shelling allegedly injured two civilians — one woman and a child in
Al-Nairab town, Idlib governorate

*  On 27 February 2023, shelling allegedly injured one civilian on the road between Ma’aart
Misreen and Idlib City, Idlib governorate.

* On 11 March 2023, shelling allegedly killed one civilian and injured at least four others in
Al-Atarib town, in western Aleppo

* On 23 March 2023, shelling allegedly injured three civilians including a woman, in the
market of Al-Atarib town, western Aleppo

= On 24 Mar 2023, shelling allegedly killed one civilian in Al-Abzimo village, western
Aleppo.

*  On9 April 2023, shelling allegedly killed one child and injured at least three other children
in Sarmin town, Idlib governorate.

*  On 235 April 2023, shelling allegedly killed one woman and injured four others including two
children and 2 women in Maarbalit town, Idlib governorate.

*  On 03 May 2023, a drone strike allegedly killed a 60-year-old civilian in Qorqanya town,
Idlib governorate.

* On 15 May 2023, shelling allegedly killed one civilian in Kafr Aweed village, Idlib
governorate.

Attacks and other incidents alleged to have occurred in northern Aleppo governorate
On 20 January 2023, shelling allegedly injured several civilians, including three 3 children,
as well as one policewoman and one policeman in Azaz, Aleppo governorate.

* On6February 2023, in the evening, shelling allegedly impacted Marea, Aleppo govemnorate,
reportedly causing civilian harm.

* On 16 February 2023, one civilian man was reportedly killed and another injured due to
shelling impacting a residential area of Tall Rifat, Aleppo governorate. Two homes were
also reportedly damaged.

*  On 4 March 2023, two civilian men were reportedly injured due to shelling that impacted
the villages of Kultep and Bagdek, east of Ain al-Arab city, Aleppo governorate.

*  On 20 March 2023, four Kurdish members of a family, including a 17-year-old, were shot
outside of their home in Jinderis, Aleppo governorate, allegedly by four bers of Jaysh
Al-Sharqiyah who were subsequently detained by the SNA Military Police.

*  On 3 May 2023, a drone strike allegedly killed a 60-year-old man in Qorganya town, Idlib
governorate.

Attacks and other incidents alleged to have occurred in o Az Zawr ah and Hasakah
governorates
* On 18 January 2023, an alleged drone strike killed three civilians, including a child, and
injured another civilian near Al-Qahtaniya, Al-Hassakeh governorate.
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* On3 February 2023, a 13-year-old boy was allegedly killed and a civilian injured when local
authorities fired shots to disperse a demonstration in the village of al-Sabha, al-Basira area,
eastern rural Dayr al-Zawr governorate.

* On21 February 2023, reportedly a civilian man was shot and killed while near a checkpoint
in al-Sabha village, in eastern rural Dayr al-Zawr.

*  On 22 February 2023, during the funeral of the man reportedly killed near a checkpoint in al
Sabha village mentioned above, reportedly three civilians, two women and one man, were
killed, and another civilian man was injured, as a result of shooting near the funeral tent.

* On 22 February 2023, a drone strike on a car traveling on the al Qamishli-al-Qahtaniyyeh
road, in northern rural Hasakah governorate reportedly killed one man

* On 27 February 2023, and improvised explosive device reportedly exploded near the Rufaida
al-Aslamia elementary school in al-Kallaseh neighbourhood of Hasakah city, Hasakah
governorate, injuring one woman and damaging the school.

*  On9 March 2023, twelve civilians from the Al Busayra tribe were reportedly abducted and
killed while collecting truffles in the Jabel Bishri area, western Dayr Az Zawr governorate.

*  On 12 March 2023, small arms fire near a checkpoint in Hasakah city, Hasakah governorate
reportedly killed one civilian man and injured a 16-year old boy who survived but was
allegedly detained later at the hospital.

*  On 19 March 2023, a group of civilians from the Al Busaraya tribe were allegedly abducted
and attacked in the Jabel Bishri area, western Dayr Az Zawr governorate. Two men were
reportedly killed and three were abducted and found dead on 3 April.

* On 16 April 2023, five civilians — shepherds — including one child, were reportedly killed in
a desert area of Buqrus, eastern Dayr Az Zawr governorate.

Attacks and other incidents in Damascus. Hama Homs. As Suwayda and Dar’a governorates
* On 1 Januvary 2023, approximately 200 Syrians who had retumed to Syria from Lebanon

were allegedly detained and extorted by Government forces in Wadi Khaled, Homs
governorate. The whereabouts of some remain unknown since.

* On 26 January 2023, a civilian man was reportedly killed during clashes between
Government forces and alleged armed group members near Al-Sharq Hospital, Dara’a city.

*  On 17 February 2023, at least 50 civilians, including at least two children, were reportedly
attacked and killed while collecting truffles in a desert area near Al-Sukhna city, Homs
governorate.

* On 19 February 2023, airstrikes allegedly impacted a residential area in Kafr Souseh,
Damascus governorate. Reportedly, among the casualties were at least two civilians, and a
cultural centre and two educational facilities were reportedly severely damaged.

* On 7 and 22 March 2023, as well as on 2 May 2023, airstrikes allegedly struck Aleppo
International Airport. The airstrikes caused damage to the runway, rendering it out of service.

*  On 23 March 2023, at least six civilians were reportedly killed, and unknown number of
others went missing, while collecting truffles between Jar Marina and Harbya, in Salamya
district, Hama governorate.

* On 4 April 2023, airstrikes in the Al-Kiswah area, countryside of Damascus governorate,
allegedly killing one civilian.

* On 8 May 2023, airstrikes hit southern Syria, reportedly killing eight civilians, including six
children, in their home in the village of Al-Sha'ab, east of As Suwayda.

*  On 16 May 2023, one civilian man was reportedly killed by unknown gunmen in front of his
house in the Izraa town. Dar’a governorate.




safeguards for detainees, including to (i) be informed of the charges against them and of their
rights; (if) have prompt access to a lawyer; (iii) notify a relative or other person of their
choice of their arrest; (iv) be brought promptly before a judge.

Information concerning legislation, policies, directives, orders or other instruments related
to complaints systems and accountability for allegations of abuses in places of detention.

Statistics on detention-related violations or abuses since March 2011:

4.

Annual statistical data per year - disaggregated by sex, ethnic/national origin, and age
category (under 18, 18-63, over 65 years of age) - on the number of pre-trial detainees and
convicted prisoners and the occupancy rate at all places of detention that you operate or
control inside the Syrian Arab Republic, including:

a. The name, location, size (in terms of detainee capacity and square meters) of each
place of detention, including specialised detention facilities (e.g., juvenile detention
centres, women's detention centres, medical facilities with the capacity to hold
detainees).

b. Number of persons held in relation to political or security crimes, including
terrorism-related offenses and offenses related to violations of the laws of war,
versus persons detained for ‘ordinary” crimes.

. Annual statistical data per year regarding persons released from detention and the total length

of time detained upon release, disaggregated by age, gender, and pre-trial or post-conviction
status.







