United Nations

A/HRC/52/NGO/215

Vv’@ General Assembly
&y
pNS-27 4

—N—

Distr.: General
27 February 2023

English only

Human Rights Council
Fifty-second session

27 February-31 March 2023
Agenda item 2

Annual report of the United Nations High Commissioner

for Human Rights and reports of the Office of the
High Commissioner and the Secretary-General

Written statement+ submitted by Society for Threatened
Peoples, a non-governmental organization in special

consultative status

The Secretary-General has received the following written statement which is
circulated in accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 1996/31.

* Issued as received, in the language of submission only.

GE.23-03525(E)

[5 February 2023]

Please recycle@



A/HRC/52/NGO/215

Human Rights Situation In The Tibet Autonomous Region,
China and Adjacent Regions Where Tibetans Live

Society for Threatened Peoples is deeply disturbed by the worsening situation in the Tibet
Autonomous Region, China and adjacent regions where Tibetans live. Despite repeated calls
to China by the UN Special Rapporteurs and Member States to uphold and abide by
International human rights treaties, China grossly violates the fundamental rights of the

Tibetan people in the name of fighting against “separatism”, “state stability” and “social
security.”

Society for Threatened Peoples is further dismayed by repressive acts of the Chinese
government suppressing Tibetans for merely asserting cultural and linguistic identity, let
alone safe space to call for civil and political rights. Tibetans are persecuted for being not
“grateful” and “loyal” to China, especially labelling Tibetans who are actively associated
with preservation of Tibetan culture and language.

The suppression, surveillance and repressive silencing tactics of China have reached to an
extent where Tibetan family members are made to monitor, spy and report on one another to
the Chinese local authorities against any act they deemed “subversive” and “not in line” with
the Chinese Communist Party. Family members of Tibetan human rights defenders, former
political prisoners, intellectuals and singers are blacklisted as a “special group”.

Control Over The Tibetan Buddhist Tradition Of Reincarnation

China’s interferences over centuries old Tibetan Buddhist tradition of reincarnation are
deeply concerning. This strikes not only at the issue of Tibetan people’s freedom of religion
but also the fundamental basis of the entire Tibetan civilization, Tibetan life and cultural
identity. China views control over Tibetan Buddhist reincarnation as a critical component in
its efforts to “Sinicize” and eliminate Tibetan linguistic, cultural and religious identity, and
build influence and dominance across the Buddhist world. China has drafted and enforced
various regulations such as “Order No-5" to control and manipulate the centuries old Tibetan
Buddhist practice of reincarnation. The case in point being the abduction and disappearance
of a six-year-old boy Gedhun Choekyi Nyima by China in 1995 who was recognized by the
Dalai Lama as the 11th Panchen Lama. The Chinese government thereafter installed a young
Tibetan boy, son of two Communist Party members as China’s Panchen Lama.

Persecution of Tibetans For Asserting Cultural Identity and Exercising
Freedom Of Expression

The persistent harassment, repression and imprisonment of Tibetans for merely expressing
their opinions and thoughts, online and offline, continued to be depressing. Tibetans continue
to send information out risking torture and imprisonment. For instance, the Kardze
Intermediate People’s Court in Sichuan province sentenced six Tibetan former political
prisoners and writers for over 14 years to six years in prison.

Gangkye Drupa Kyab, a 42-year-old Tibetan writer and former political prisoner, was
sentenced to 14 years in September 2022. He was charged with “sending information to the
outside” and “inciting separatism”. Drupa Kyab is a Tibetan writer and former teacher who
was previously arrested by the Chinese authorities in February 2012 for his work related to
the Tibetan language and culture.

Tsering Dolma, a Tibetan woman and former political prisoner, from Taktsa (Daza) was
sentenced to eight years in prison in 2022. Dolma was arrested twice for participating in
protests. She was first arrested in 2008 and second time in 2012. While in prison, she suffers
inhuman torture including being severe beaten for her resistant behaviour. She is currently
undergoing multiple health complications, including amnesia and heart problems.

Samdup, a 40-year old Tibetan man, was sentenced to eight years imprisonment in June 2022,
on charges of “separatism” and “endangering state security”.
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Gangbu Yudrum, a Tibetan monk from Serta County was sentenced to seven years in prison
in September 2022. Yudrum was arrested twice for raising the Tibetan national flag and
calling for the return of the Dalai Lama in 2011 and 2012.

Seynam, a Tibetan writer and language educator in his 30s, was sentenced to six years in
prison in September 2022. He was previously arrested in 2020 along with 10 other Tibetans
for holding a meeting to help needy Tibetan families and parents.

Pema Rinchen, a Tibetan writer in his 30s from Kardze Tibetan area, was sentenced to four
years in prison in September 2022. The Chinese authorities held Rinchen incommunicado for
nearly two years shortly after publishing his second book in 2020. He was initially arrested
for a self-published book titled “Look”, which categorically condemns and raises his voice
against repressive Chinese policies in the Tibet Autonomous Region, China and adjacent
areas where Tibetans live.

Society for Threatened Peoples recalls UN Special Procedures’ communications to China AL
CHN 14/2021 and AL CHN 6/2022 reflecting how fundamental rights of Tibetan people to
live as a Tibetan with its unique cultural and linguistic identity are grossly violated by China.
We echoed the concerns expressed by the UN Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural
rights; Working Group on Arbitrary Detention; Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary
Disappearances; Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the rights to freedom
of opinion and expression and special Rapporteur on Minority Issues in its communication
to China AL CHN 14/2021 in February 2022, on account of arrest, detention and enforced
disappearance of Tibetan writer Lobsang Lhundup known by his pen name Dhi Lhaden,
musician Lhundrup Drakpa and teacher Rinchen Kyi, in connection with their Tibetan
cultural and language activities.

Similarly, we refer to UN Special Procedures’ communication to China in November 2022
(AL CHN 6/2022), giving spotlight on oppressive actions by China against Tibetan
educational, religious and linguistic institutions. As the UN Special Rapporteur on minority
issues; Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights; Special Rapporteur on the rights to
education and Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief have rightly expressed
concerns over “large-scale program to assimilate Tibetans into majority Han culture” through
colonial-style boarding schools, we express our serious concern over China’s policies and
programs designed deliberately to remove new generation of Tibetans from safe access to
Tibetan culture and identity, and are being sent to colonial-style boarding schools where they
are taught how to stay in line with Chinese Communist Party and forgo one's cultural roots
and identity.

Mass DNA collection and a Compulsory Iris Scan Targeting Tibetans:

Tibetans from all walks of life, including children as young as five years old to elderly people
up to 65 years old, are subjected to mass DNA sample collection under the guise of “health
programs.” An estimated 920,000 to 1.2 million DNA samples have already been collected
in the Tibet Autonomous Regions, China over the past six years. China justifies the move as
to fight against crime, locate missing persons, and ensure social stability. We express our
concern that the DNA and iris scan data of Tibetans will be employed to further curtail
Tibetans from taking part in any cultural, social and religious activities, freedom of
movement, instil self-censorship and encroaches every aspect of public and private life of the
Tibetan people.

Conclusion:

Society for Threatened Peoples urges Human Rights Council to take concerted steps to make
China accountable for gross violations of human rights and consider to take into account
following recommendations:

1 Endorse the Committee on Rights of Child’s recommendation to allow an
independent access to ascertain the fate of 11th Panchen Lama of the Tibet
Autonomous Region, China;
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Follow up with UN Special Procedures communications to China, in particular
AL CHN 14/2021 and AL CHN 6/2022, calling upon China to give further
information on its repressive actions against Tibetans for their rightful
engagement in promotion of Tibetan culture, including through education,
China’s acts against Tibetans who are critical of Chinese rule in the Tibet
Autonomous Region, China and adjacent regions where Tibetans live;

Call upon China to immediately stop colonial style boarding schools, which
UN experts have described as an act of “large scale program to assimilate
Tibetans into majority Han culture”;

Ensure Tibetan Buddhists are able to freely practise their religion, including
the right to choose their own religious leaders without Chinese government
interference;

Ensure Tibetan children have access to education in their mother tongue in all
level of their schooling and high studies;

Call upon China to engage in a meaningful consultation with the local Tibetan
communities before formulating or implementing any environmental policies;

Call upon China to protect freedom of opinion and expression, including
artistic expression, and Prohibit criminalization of rights defenders on the basis
of religion and ethnicity.

Follow up with the UN experts June 2020 call for decisive measures to protect
fundamental freedom in China by convening a special session to evaluate the
range of violations perpetrated by China.
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