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1 An English unofficial translation is annexed after the Chinese text.
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[Unofficial translation]

Proposal for the development of the template of biological
scientist code of conduct under the Biological Weapons
Convention

Submitted by China

1. With the research depth and breadth expanding, the bio-science and technology has
entered into the fast lane of development, which contributes to the well-being of humanity.
But the bio-scientific and technological progress, especially the dual-use bio-science and
technology research, may entail unpredictable negative impact, and the risks of
bio-technological misuse are on the rise accordingly, posing challenges to the global
bio-safety and security governance.

2. Biological researchers are not only the front line of bio-science and technology
development, but also the primary defense to prevent bio-technological misuse. It is the key
aspect to prevent misuse by raising bio-safety and security awareness and enhancing moral
self-regulation among biological researchers.

3. The 2006 Sixth Review Conference had discussion on strengthening the Article IV of
the BWC, and in the Final Document the Conference recognizes the importance of codes of
conduct and self-regulatory mechanisms in raising awareness, and calls upon States Parties
to support and encourage their development, promulgation and adoption.

4. In order to achieve the objective and purpose of the BWC, strengthen its guidance and
specification on bio-scientific and technological research, and improve the global bio-safety
and security governance, it is of necessity to develop the template of biological scientist
code of conduct under the framework of the BWC. The template of code of conduct would
encourage biological researchers to timely evaluate bio-research risk, consciously avoid and
properly tackle possible negative research impact to prevent the occurrence of technological
misuse.

5. Hereby, State Parities should:

e Include the issue “the development of the template of biological scientist code of
conduct under the framework of the BWC” in the Eighth Review Conference and
the following inter-sessional process.
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Hold informal consultations in Geneva to discuss basic principles, provisions and
other aspects of the template, providing foundation for relevant discussion in the
Eighth Review Conference.

Promote the Eighth Review Conference to make decision on the development of
the template, or authorize the following inter-sessional process to discuss and
approve it.
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