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UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

Gaza Strip

Bisection of Gaza Strip 6 January 2009
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“The operation in Gaza...” (para. 238) states that “whereas members of a civilian police force (YAT)
that is solely a civilian police force, who have no combat function are not considered
combatants under the Law of Armed Conflict, international law recognizes that this principle
.does not apply where police are part of the armed forces of a party”
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including “a civilian bearing arms (openly or concealed) who is on his way to the place where
he will use them against the army, at such place, or on his way back from it,” as well as “a
person who collected intelligence on the army, whether on issues regarding the hostilities ... or
beyond those issues...; a person who transports unlawful combatants to or from the place where
the hostilities are taking place; a person who operates weapons which unlawful combatants use,
or supervises their operation, or provides service to them, be the distance from the battlefield as
.itmay.” “The operation in Gaza...” para. 120).
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Israel recognizes that “customary international law bars military attacks that are anticipated to  (Y4))
harm civilians excessively in relation to the expected military advantage.” “The operation in
.Gaza...” para. 120.
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