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Introduction 
 
1.  The EU welcomed the decision of the 6th Review Conference of the BTWC to establish 
an Implementation Support Unit (ISU) which enables States Parties to make better use of already 
existing structures in the BTWC context. The ISU is funded by States Parties for the period 
2007-2011.  
 
2.  The ISU operates within a mandate which includes activities in the areas of 
administrative support, confidence building measures (CBMs), universalization and 
implementation of all decisions and recommendations of the Review Conference (including the 
call to States Parties with relevant experience in legal and administrative measures for the 
implementation of the provisions of the Convention, to provide assistance on requests). 
 
3.  The 6th Review Conference made available a fixed amount of resources for the ISU to 
perform its tasks. Having in mind these limited resources and taking into account the tasks the 
ISU is asked to perform, the EU stands ready to provide additional financial assistance to support 
specific activities and projects of the ISU. The EU also encourages other States Parties willing to 
contribute additional means to the ISU to do so. 
 
4.  The ISU is encouraged to facilitate communication among States Parties, and upon 
request, with international organisations; and to facilitate States Parties� contacts with scientific 
and academic institutions, as well as non-governmental organisations.  
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Possible activities of the ISU that States Parties could support 
 
5.  Derived from the areas and types of activities that were assigned to the ISU by the 6th 
Review Conference, the following activities could be financed by States Parties: generate 
confidence, stimulate universalization, and increase the capacity of the ISU to assist in the field 
of CBMs, implementation, cooperation and assistance.  
 
6.  States Parties might consider additional financial support in the following areas: 
 
Implementation, cooperation and assistance 
 
7.  In order to improve and increase activities in the field of implementation, cooperation 
and assistance, the ISU could receive additional funding to:  
 

(i) Facilitate increased interaction between experts by offering opportunities to meet, 
exchange information and assist each other on specific legal issues related to the 
national implementation;  

(ii) Invite, facilitate and, whenever necessary, finance the presence and advice of staff 
members of relevant international organisations to offer assistance and advice on 
implementation; 

(iii) Facilitate specific technical assistance, by matching a team of experts and a country 
that has requested assistance;  

(iv) Participate in relevant meetings to assist in outreach, education and awareness 
raising. 

 
CBMs 
 
8.  In order to improve the return rate of CBMs by State Parties and to prepare for a possible 
further and comprehensive elaboration of CBMs at the 7th Review Conference, the ISU could 
receive additional funding to:   
 

(i) Develop a guide which assists countries in filling in and, if applicable, updating 
their CBMs; 

(ii) Facilitate informal meetings to discuss the process of CBM submission. 
 
Universality 
 
9.  In order to further increase the universality of the BTWC, the ISU could receive 
additional funding to:   
 

(i) Facilitate targeted visits to individual States not Party to the BTWC by a small team 
of relevant experts; 

(ii) Facilitate the ISU in attending events which may be relevant to the BTWC, such as 
the CWC, UNSCR 1540 meetings or the UNGA First Committee; 
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(iii) Develop a �train the trainer� programme for regional disarmament offices of UN 
ODA 

 
Outreach 
 
10.  In order for the ISU to facilitate, upon request, States Parties� contacts with scientific and 
academic institutions, as well as non-governmental organizations, and to further enhance the 
knowledge on the BTWC, the ISU could be provided with additional financial resources to:  
 

(i) Organize an international forum for exchange of relevant scientific and 
technological information to prepare for the formal reviews of science and 
technology carried out at the Review Conferences; 

(ii) Organize a forum similar to the OPCW Academic Forum to bring together the 
scientific and academic institutions, diplomats, international organisations and non-
governmental organisations;  

(iii) Facilitate regular (e.g. tri-annual) meetings with all relevant international 
organisations; 

(iv) Produce a range of background documents and electronic media for outreach and 
information purposes, for States Parties as well as to international organisations, 
non-governmental organisations and other institutions. 

 
Support from the EU 
 
11.  The EU and its Member States are currently studying the possibility to provide additional 
funding for one or several of the above-mentioned activities. 

 
______ 
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