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4. Reaffirms further that electoral assistance to Mem-
ber States should be provided by the United Nations only
at the request and with the consent of specific sovereign
States, by virtue of resolutions adopted by the Security
Council or the General Assembly in each case, in strict
conformity with the principles of sovereignty and non-
interference in the internal affairs of States, or in special
circumstances such as cases of decolonization, or in the
context of regional or international peace processes;

5. Strongly appeals to all States to refrain from financ-
ing or providing, directly or indirectly, any other form of
overt or covert support for political parties or groups and
from taking actions to undermine the electoral processes
in any country;

6. Condemns any act of armed aggression or threat or
use of force against peoples, their elected Governments or
their legitimate leaders;

7. Reaffirms that all countries have the obligation
under the Charter to respect the right of others to self-
determination and to determine freely their political status
and pursue their economic, social and cultural development;

8. Decides to consider this question at its fifty-second
session under the item entitled “Human rights questions”.

99th plenary meeting
22 December 1995

50/173. United Nations Decade for Human Rights
Education: towards a culture of peace

The General Assembly,

Recognizing that, in the context of respect for the per-
manent values on which the United Nations system is
based, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization has, since its founding, worked to ensure
the free circulation of ideas, to bring individuals and cul-
tures closer together and to ensure respect for human rights,
the effective exercise of democracy, justice and freedom,

Bearing in mind its resolutions 48/126 of 20 December
1993 and 49/213 of 23 December 1994 on the proclama-
tion of the United Nations Year for Tolerance, and its reso-
lution 49/184 of 23 December 1994 proclaiming the
United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education,

Welcoming with appreciation tesolution 5.3 adopted by
the General Conference of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization at its twenty-eighth
session,'®! which invites the Director-General to imple-
ment the activities of the transdisciplinary project entitled
“Towards a culture of peace”, in particular unit 1, entitled
“Education for peace, human rights, democracy, interna-
tional understanding and tolerance”,

Considering that the Plan of Action for the United
Nations Decade for Human Rights Education, 1995-
2004'52 will make a fundamental contribution to under-
standing and peaceful coexistence among individuals and
nations and is consistent with the transdisciplinary project
entitled “Towards a culture of peace”,

1. Expresses its satisfaction at the resolution 5.3
adopted by the General Conference of the United Nations
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Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization at its
twenty-eighth session, which contains the transdiscipli-
nary project entitled “Towards a culture of peace™;

2. Encourages countries, regional organizations, non-
governmental organizations and the Director-General
of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization to take all necessary action to ensure educa-
tion for peace, human rights, democracy, international
understanding and tolerance;

3. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation
with the Director-General of the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization, to report to the
General Assembly at its fifty-first session on the progress
of educational activities in the framework of the transdis-
ciplinary project entitled “Towards a culture of peace”.

99th plenary meeting
22 December 1995

50/174. Strengthening of United Nations action in the
human rights ficld through the promotion of
international cooperation and the importance
of non-selectivity, impartiality and objectivity

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming its faith in fundamental human rights, in the
dignity and worth of the human person and the equal rights
of men and women and of nations large and small, and
reaffirming also its determination to promote social pro-
gress and better standards of living in greater freedom,

Bearing in mind that among the purposes of the United
Nations are those of developing friendly relations among
nations based on respect for the principle of equal rights
and self-determination of peoples and taking other appro-
priate measures to strengthen universal peace, as well as
achieving international cooperation in solving interna-
tional problems of an economic, social, cultural or humani-
tarian character and in promoting and encouraging respect
for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without
distinction as to race, sex, language or religion,

Recalling that, in accordance with Article 55 of the
Charter of the United Nations, the Organization shall pro-
mote universal respect for and observance of human rights
and fundamental freedoms for all, with a view to the crea-
tion of conditions of stability and well-being that are nec-
essary for peaceful and friendly relations among nations,
based on respect for the principle cf equal rights and self-
determination of peoples and that, in accordance with
Article 56, all Members pledge themselves to take joint
and separate action in cooperation with the Organization
for the achievement of the purposes set forth in Article 55,

Reiterating that Member States should continue to act
in the human rights field in conformity with the provisions
of the Charter,

Desirous of achieving further progress in international
cooperation in promoting and encouraging respect for
human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Considering that such international cooperation should
be based on the principles embodied in international law,
especially the Charter, as well as the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights,’ the International Covenants on Human
Rights?? and other relevant instruments,

Deeply convinced that United Nations action in this
field should be based not only on a profound under-



