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ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN
I

1. The Cormission on che Stebus of Wormen held Zito Firet Session from
1} February to 24 Febracry 1947, the following members being present
Mras, Jcosic Stroct Ropresentative of Lustralic
Mrs, B, Uralova " " Byclorussian Sovict
Socialist Republic
Mros, V. S, New " " China
Mra, G. d¢ Icheverria " " Coetn Rica
Mrs, B, Begtrup " " Demmark
Mrs, M. Lefauchoux : " Franco
Miss S, Bastorreches ! " Guatemala
Begun Hanid All " " India
- . 1 .
Mrg, A, do Castillo Lodon Mexico
Mra, A, Commn " " Syris
Mrs, Mihri Pcklas " Turksy
Mrs, E. Porova " " Union of Soviet
Socislist Ropublics
Minc A, Sutherland b " United Kingdon
Mies D, Kenyon " " United Statcs of
Amcrica
Mrs, I, Urdencta ! ¥ Venezuslae
2, Mins B, fguirre ropr ted Mexico uniil the crrivel of the rogular
3. The Specianlized Agcencies worce represented- ot the Cormission by the
Tollowinsg
1156 - Mres, B, Rowe 3
Unsco - Migs J, Maass
b, The following Consultants were prosgent:
PRI - Mias T, Sender
ICA - fre, H, Tuhrmann :
WETU - Migs L, Spilegel
¥ Thin document is & rovision of the Bnglish version of E/281 only.

The Secrctary
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5, The Secretary of thoe Camissicn woe Miss Meic Boworntnn.,

6. The Commission elected the following mosbors ez its officers:

Mrs, Bodil Begtrup (Denmark) - Chairnan
Mrg., J. Strect (Auztralia) - Vice-Chairmon, and
Mra, B, Uralova (Byslorussian - Rapporteur

SSR)

f. The Commission dec‘ided‘k‘to" adopt for the First Session the Provisioncl
Rules of Procedurc as laid down in doc@nen": E/CN,S/W,E and to postponc the
exominetion and amendrisnt of those ruleos unt the Sccond Session,
g, The Conmicsion o:{premsed the dosizre that the next session of the
Cormission should be held in 1G47 at dencva shortly beforc the seassion of
the Commission on Hwnon Rwh* 8.
LF \PTER IT
ERMS OF REFERLENCE

3, The Commission decided to recommend to the Beonomic and Social Council
thot its Terms .of Reference, as stated in docwnont E/90, be amondsd to
recad as follows:
(2) Functions

The function of the Cormission shall be to preparc rocormendatlond
and reports to the Bconomic and Social Council on promoting women's
rights in political, econonic, civil, socicl and sducationnl ficlds
with the object of implomienting the principle that men and worcn
shall have cqual rights, and to work out propossls to give effect
to such recommendations, The Commission s3hall elso mako recormendations
ﬂo the Council on wrgent problems requiring immediate attention, dolonse

of women'!s rights, The Commission nay oubmit proposals to the Council
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regarding its Torme
CHAPTER IIT
COWSIDERATION OF COMMUINICA TiONS
10, The Commission appointcd a sub-committco, consisting of the ropresentutive
of China, Guatemals, end the United States, to consider corrmnications alrecady
received and thé question of how the Cormission chould deal with

commmnications reccived in the future,
- /ll, The sub-cormittec
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11l. The sub-committee presented a repart. (document E/CN.E/lQ),inwwhiSh

it made recoumendations to the Commission as. to the menner of ‘dealing with

Y DL

cowminications, and drew the attention of the Commission to the comminication

[
PO

from the Inter-American Commission of Women,

e

ot

s

12, As rejards commmnications received in the future, the Commission

declded to make the following recoumandations to the Economic and Social
Cowecil: ’
(a) That the Secretary-Gensral be requested to compile a confidential

list of coumunications recelved concerning the Status of Women, before ‘

cormmunicetions, be forwarded to the members of the Commisslon at least

fourteen dcys before the opening of each sessiomn,

(c) Thot the meithers of the Commission at their reguest, have the right
[

e consult the originals of thesz comumications,

requested to inform the writers of

[

(4) Thzt the Secretary-Gsneral be
all sucn covmunications that these will be brought to the attention

of the Ccnmission on the Status of ‘/omen.

13. A3 rgegards the cémmunication of the‘Int@;-American Commisasion of wémen,
the Commisaion decided to include the considera%ion of the question among other
itams on the ﬁgenda{ ‘
| , .CHAPTER‘fY
RELATiONS’WITH ﬁON4GOVERNMENTAT ORGANIZATIONS
14, The Cowmission, notinz that Article 71 of the Cherter of the United

fations provides that "the Economic .and Social Couricil may make suitable

arrangements for consultation with;non—governmental-organiiations,which are

concérned with mattérs within its competence. Such arrangsments may be
made with international organizations end, where appropriate, with national

organizations after consultation with the Members of the United Nations

o

concerned," decided, in view of the fact that the Economic and Social Council

/ras elraady
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ﬁas'already set up & Committes on Arrangements for Consultation with
Non“gqvernmenta;iOrganizations, that all requests from women 's organizatiqne
fo:;qonaﬁ;tatiye_status:be referred to that Committee, and that whetever
deéisip;B»thG Committee~may take be discussed by the Commission on the

S£a£us of Women st its next Session. This shall not epply to the principle

of rgcogpizing_napional co-ordinating agenciss.*

15;  The Cpmmiésipn expressed 1ts desire that the Economic and Social Council
should recommend the Member Sgates to encourage the establishment within their
respective qpuntpies,of'co—ordinating agencies of non-governmental
organizations to which any organization engasged on the political, economié,

soclal, educational end other problems relating to the status of women would
!

be entitled to_belong unless such agencles are alresady in existence. The
Cormission further recommended that when such agencles were formed thelr

applicetions for consultative status should be duly congldered.

—

% In view of the fact that two proposals were submitted regarding the
question of co-operation with women's national organizations, the
Comuission decided to establish a drafting sub-committee, consisting
of the Chairman of the Commission and the Representatives of Australias
anéd the Byslorussian S5.5.R. As a result of the work of the drafting
gub-committes two draft resolutions were presented for consideration by
the Commission. The Australian proposal was adovted as in paragraph 1h.
The proposal of the member from the Byelorussien S.S.R. was as follows:

"The Commisslon expresses the desire that the Fconomic and
Social Council reccmmend to tie Member Govermments to encourage in
their countries the establishment of co-ordinating democratic non-
governmental organizations, which would co-operate in the political,.
eccnomic, social, educational, and other flelds connected with the
status of women, and the fight for the full elimination of the

remnants of fascism, and the establishment of a democratic peacs among
pesplos. :

"The Ccmmission recommends that on the establishment of such
crganizations these should be able to turn to the Economic and
Bocial Council with the request to provide them with consultative
status sand that such request should be considered in accordance with
Articla 71 of the Charter of the United Nations.”

H

L /16, The
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The Commission dscided to hear representatives of the following

rnntional

The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The

Lho ?eT“es"
o add at t

) Y
heard:

women's organizations, which had made application to be
Women's . INternational Democratic Federation

Assoclated COUut”'WCdBn of the World

Iuternational Alliance of Yormcn

International Co-operative Women'ts Guild

International Federation of TUniversity Women

Women's International Lozgue Tor Peace and Freedom
International Union of Catholic Women's Leagucs

Vorld Young Women's Christian Association
International Federation of Business. and Professional Women -
Internationol Councill of Vomen

Pan-Paciflic Women's Association

World Vomen'a Ferty

these international women's orgenizations, the Chalrman thanled
ked that the contact between the Commission and the international

had thereby been started.*

ntatives -of Australia, Rysloruvssian 55R, France and USSR wisheld
his noint the followling statermsnt:

"The rerresentative of tho USSR submitted a propocal recommending
the Zconomic and Social Council to grant consultative status under
Catorory A to trhe Viemen's International Democratic Federation., The
reyreaentative of Australia, supporting the prorvosal of the
reyrezentative of ths USSR, alsc proveosed that the Economic and Jocial
Council bes racommsndsd to grant consultative stetus to the Lialson
Co ttee of Interrational Women's Crzanizations, he Cormissicn
L dn consider this quastiu_, as earlier (sce Item 14 of this
ronort) i decided to refer such guestions for consideration hy the
Cor enpements for Conzultation with Non-Govermmental
Or~an

‘ ,
/17. The ‘Comaizaioa...
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17. The Commission speclally siguified its desirs to collaborate with the
World Federatiou of Trade Uniong, the Amcricen Federation of Lador, end the
International Co-operative Alliance, and stated thal it wished to make ud o of
their exnordence in working oub its decisicong,

WPIER V

RELATIONS WITH CPECTALLZSD AGRNCIES

D

18, The Comaisslon took note of the agrecments concluded between the Unlted

Fations and the Speclalized Agéncies, and the facilities provided therelin for
ation and co-oporation between these agenciles and the Commissions of
the United Nations.

19. The Cormission asksd thé Bconomic wnd Social Council to request the
Sec:etafy» nnafal to send all appropriate literature to all members of the
Commission before its next session in order to enable them to study the work
done in the past by the II0 in relation to the principlss of the Cormission,
20, The Commission wholeheartedly supported the statement contained in the
International Iabo ““fiq_zatlon's Declaration of Pniledelrhia adopted on

17 May 1944 to the effsct that "all hwmen beings, irrespective of race,

creed Or Bex, have the right to pursue both their meterial well-being and

21. The Oummisswop welcomed with satisfaction co-operation in carrying out
the 3 yrogrorme of tl United Natiens Bducational, Sclentific and Cultural
Organization and wishod to draw that Bpeciclized Agency's attonbion to ihe
ssction ot education in the Commission's programme. '

22, The Commission took note of tus programme adopted by UNESCO in the

fisld of bw&sic education cnd dccided to recormend to the Economic and

(a) that the Sccrobary-Gensral consult with UNESCO on plans for
developling tis prosramme of basic education without distinction as to

gox, xace or croed, and that he be invited to report to the next
2 7 3 X
gsession of the Commission on 1ts progress and any assistance which the

Copmiesion may be able to ronder in thls comnsction;



(b) that 1t bo suggcsted to UNESCO that in their education
programmé'ﬁhé}'aé#bto partioulaf.éhﬁe tlon to those regions
Where Women havélés'yet‘no voice in the ﬁblitical affdirs of
Lhelir coﬁﬁtrf‘of %o those regions where women have alroady’beon‘

h}

granted th fr&n chi e‘but do not yet enjcy full political rights

2

5

and Iurther that LbeJ takc steps to promote an effacfivé Lrograiis

or basilce cducation Tor woﬁcn and comrunicate with the Commission
nericdic 'ilj on the progress made in carrying out‘that programme ,

(¢) +that the Secrotary-Genecral bo asiod to_raguﬁ“t thg Merbor uaﬁes

fo)

to roply without delay to the questlons iz Part I, paragraph Q
(cancation) of the Questicmnalrs oﬁ,the Logal Status and Treatuont
of ‘omcn in Grdar to provide the Commission with data which will
cnable early consideration to be given o gctions for aivanq;gg'the

11ts of womicn in tie cducational {iold, .

CHAPTER VL

RulaTIols WITH ”“UC:J:J%I? COUNCIL AXD ILWFORMATION
FROM KUH-328LF GOVERHNG TERATLONIES

23. Tho Cammission decided to recommond that the Economic and Soecial Council
drav tﬁo_aﬁtcntion of the Trustosshin Council to the iipofza:va agtacaui
by Lo Cormiczion to *hc inclusicn in the guestionnairss reguirod by ~rtizle 88
of tho Chartor, of guostions relating to the Status of Women, to the naturs
end form of such questions, and to the mothods whareby the rishts of woren
in poldltical, oconomic, sccicl and educationsl fields might boe premotod in

24, The Commission dscided to request the Economic and ! 031al Cou cil,

consultation and collat ““twox beitwecn the Trustesship Couwscil and the
Commniscion,

the General Assoubly

o/

25, The Commission took note of the

/ralating



R/281/Rev.l
Page 8

relating to the convocation of conferences of representatives of non-gelfs

governing territories by the Members responsible for the administration of

such territories and expressed the hops that local women who were leaders

in the movement for obtaining equal rights for women would be included as

representatives at such conferences, if they were convened.

. CIIAPTER VITL

GEIIRAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTTION OW THE POLITICAL
RIGETS OF WOMIN

The Cdmﬁissioﬁ.decided:

(a) To.recommend to the Econoﬁic and Sociai Council that the
SeéféfaryaGeneral be requestedrto urge each Member Government to
éoﬁpiefe énd transmit to him by l-June 1947 if possible, the following
éeétioné of tﬁe Questionnaire on the Légal‘Status and Treatment of
Vomen: Part I, Public Law, Section A, Ffanchise, and Section B,
Fligibility to Hold Public Office, and to indicate as far as vossible,
any changes in law or practlce concerning these mattefs girce the
General Assembly Resolution was passed.

(b) To recommend to the Economic and Social Council that the

[

_Secretariat be requested to make by 1 September 1947 or before the next

segsion a preliminary report on the political rights of women based on

. the replies of Member Governments to the above mentioned sections of the

Questionnaire, and on such information as may be availabtle from other
authordtative sources, for presentation to the next session of the
Commigsion on the Status of Yomen,

(¢) To appoint the representatives of lexico, Syria, the United States

. of America and the Union .of Soviet Socialist Republics to plan the

preparation of this preliminary report, review its findings, and make

recommendations thereon to the next Session of the Commission.

/{(d) To recomaend
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(d) To recowmsnd that such a recport be submltted to the Zconomic and .
ocoial Councll uvery year'by‘the Comaission on the Status of Yomen
'
with thé reguost that ¢L Ob Lraﬁsmittul %0 the Generazl aBscmbly.
27, The Cuugdosion declded to recommend o the Zconcmic and Social Couacil
chat:
(a} ‘Thc Seeoreboriat be indtructed to ast as a cloéring-hOuso for the
¢ollection and dlssemination of iuformation and publications on the
use of the franchise, which night be helnpful to women who have recently
acgulred the right to vote;
(b) The Sccretariat be instructed to mwerare a prelimincry report
based on accounts of perbtlnent expericnce Irom countries where effective

rrocrermes have alroady been undertalen in this fisld, for gubmission

Covernments of those countries on grounds of sex in ths enjoyment of huumin

rights,

25, The Cormission recommended to the Zcononic and Sociz) Council that the
_.. - N - 3 P . oy ey o

Seeroteyy-Gonoral be retuested to expedltc tle premaration of a guestionnairs

on tho economic rights of women and to cirsulate it to Member Goveriments wit
r3jucsid for answers in the shortest possizle time,

Lo express the wish that the Bconomiec and

(W¥]
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Social Council should recormwond that in cases vhere there is no adult
suffrage, or whore {ranchise i limited or curtailed in the case of women,
the General Assombly should consider ths question of msans for securing

g adult sullfrago in such countrics in the shortest possivle U

=

comute



CHAPTER VITI

EXAMINATION AND STUDY OF SECTION T AND IT OF THRE
REPORT OF THE NUCLEAR SUB~COMMISSION ON THR
STATUS OF WOMEN

. Lavine consideved Parts I and IT of the Report of the Nuclea

(W8]
t—

L

Sub-Cormission on the Status of Women (documeont E 28 /M the Commission

cocided to oxpress its satisfaction with Ln U report and, in agrecment

with it fundamental nrinciplos, to use it ag u basils for its fubure work,
CHAPTER IX
CO-ORDINATION WITH OTHER COMMISSIONS
52, Corideglcn onn Humin Riokts - The Commissicn decided:

(a) To reguest the Feonomic and Sacial Council to arrange that

reprezented by its officors

Vice-Chairman and Rapportewr) at the session of the

L3
Commission on Fuman Rights when the draft Intornational Bill of Euran

(3) To regquosot that, the drafting Group of the Commission on

“‘L)
¢

requested to circulat

Q
@]
O
]
}.J-
(9]
w
(@]
H

the preliminary
draft of the Intornational Bill of Humen Rights to merbors of the
Commisszion on the Statug of Women at the same time as it is mado

available to merbers of the Commission on Huwwn Righta,

{2
{Las
..

Sociael Copmaiasion - The Corrm sgion deoclded:

(e) In view of thc fact that the vad state and lack of housing
congtitutes a major obatacle to the betbterment of tho condition of

womert, Lo. support the resolution of the Social Commission relating
’ £ ,

{b) To reguest that if the Economic and Social Council erranged for the
satablighment of a Service of Housing and Urbanism as proposed in the
Social Commission's resolution, the Council should be asked to arre

.

for effcctive collaboration between that Ssrvice and the Commission

: /(c) To requeet
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'-.(c)i To fedﬁést‘thé'EéBhbmié and - Social -Council-to make. kpown to the

Social Commiseion the dssire of the Commigsion on the Status of Women

4

“that pfo#isioﬂ be made for community centres. and facilities for the
céfé of chiidréh and the equipment of homes with labour-saving devices
to enable housewives to take an sctive part in public and civil affairs.
3E;: Sub-CoﬁmiésiOn én the Prevention of Discrimination and the Protection
of Minorities:
| (a) The Commission decided to recommend that the Economic;and Social
Council call the attention of the Sub-~-Commission on the_ngvgntion of
"' Dis¢riﬁinAfion'ahd the Protection of Minorities to the importance
'éttéchéd by'the'Commission on the Status. of Women to the work of that

Sub-Commission.

(v) " The Commissien wished to be informed of the constitution, and of the

efforts made by the aforsmentioned Sub-Commission for progoting_thg

rights of women belonging to the various minority groups in the political,
ééonoﬁic, social and cultural fields.

(c} The Commission suggested that the best orgenization of such
bcb-éﬁefation between the two organa, would be the effective participation
“éf‘ahrepreseniative of the Commission on the Status of Women in the work

of the Sub-Commission on the Preveﬁtion of Digcrimination and the

Protsction of Minorities.

CBAPTER X
PROGRAMME OF FUTURE® WORK
35. The Commission decided by 8 votes to 2 to adopt the following guiding
principles and aims in its future work:
" 7 1.  PRINCIPLES
Freedom and equality are essential to. human development and wherees
womah 1s as much a humen being as -man, she is, therefore, entitled to share
them with him; S
Well-being and progress of society depend on the extent to which both

/men and
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msn and women are able to;develop:thelr personality to the full and are
cognlzant: of theirirssponsibilitiesgto*thémselves and to-each other;

_Woman has thus a definite roléftovplay:in the building of a free,
healthy, prosperous and morel society and that she can fulfil that
:.”leigation only as-a free éndAresponsible menmber ,

‘Woman mugt take-an active part:in the fight-f&r the -total elimination
of fascist ildeology and for international co-operation directed to the
establishment of - a-democratic peace among the peoples of the world and for
the prevention of fresh aggression.

In order toachieve this goal, the. purpose of the Commission is-to raise
the ‘gtatus. of. women, irrespecﬁiva of their nationality, race, language or
religion, to equality with men in all fields of human enterprise, and to
- eliminate :2ll discriminations against women in provisions of statutcry law
and under maxims .or rules, or interpretations of customary law.

II. AIMS

Therefore tﬂe Cormissions recommends that its-aims shall be as follows:
A. | Political

Equal participation in governments and the possibility of rexercising
all rights of citizenship, irrespective of race, language, or religion,
and of assuming all the duties of a citizen, comprising:

Al, Universal sdult suffrage.

2. Equal right to vote,

3. Equal right to be elected.

L.  Equal right to hold.public office.
B. Civil

Full equélity in 81l civil rights, irrespective of nationality,

‘race, language, or religion, including améng others:-

+ 1. Marrilage - Freedom of choice, dignity of the wife, monogamy,
equal right to dissolution of marriage.

~ /2. Guardienship



E/281/Rev. 1
Page 13

2. Guardianship - Equal right to guardianship of her own and

other children.

3. Nationality - Right to keep her own nationality, and the right
of her children to choose the nationality of the mother upon their
attaining thelr majority.

L, lepal Capacity - Equal rights to enter into contracts and to

acquire and dispose of inherited property.
5. Domicile - A married woman to have the same righte to
establish her domicile as a man or a 8ingle woman.

C. Social and Economic

Full possibility of taking equal part in social life, which implles
full opportunity of fulfilling her dufies towards society.
1. To prevent discriminatien against women in sociél and economic
status and customs, irrespective of their nationality, race, language
or religion. Women should be given equal righte with men in regard to
labour, wages, holidays, and other economic and social rights.
2. To abolish prostitukion.
3. While no disability should be atiached to woman on the ground of
her ssx, In regard to the enjoyment of full equality, in the exercise
of social and labour duties, consideration on grounds of heelth should
be glven equally to men and women and special consideration to women
on.grounds of motherhood. With that aim in view, try to achieve,
inter alias, State protection of the iInterests of the mether and child
by giving the mother, before and after childtirth, holidays with
average pay; by arranging leave Of cbeence during working‘hburs for
nursing mothers without deductions for such time from wages; by the
creation of speclal rooms for nursing the children; and by the
organlzation of a wide network of nursing homes and medical

/consultatidns,
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consultation centres, creches and kindergartsfis, ‘and other facilities.

TR T e
" L. There. ghall be.an effective system of hehlth-and sobcial insurance

legislation. which will provide 'equal préventive and remedial

?

- é
opportunities for women and will .irclude special provisions for matem&lég
and _ch‘i_l.d_‘welfa_r_'a\y o g

D, - Educati;m L e Tmea T

Equal opportunity.for compulsory) froee andf«fti‘iilg'eduéation, equal

opportunity in all.spetialized filelds'and the right £d" enjoy scientific

CRTRIEEN

discoveries applied to humen growth @n‘d_'deveiopmérﬁf-.

o

To achieve these .aims the Commission preposes:

‘1. that world public opdnion be stimulated in favour of reising the

status of women as. an instrument: for!promoting humén rights and peace.

' ~“Tne Cnmmisslon also recommends that in -#lew of the facc tha‘t “n signing
;the Charter, the. governmsmts of all thé United Nations recogn;zed that
- " ohe Qf its principal aims, as stated in the "Pream‘ole, wag “to reaffirs
faith in fundamental human rights, in the dipfiity end wép’rthl of the
human person, in the equal rights of ‘méh and women end of 'r;atioxizé largs
. and small | the Commiseion on the Status of fi6men “sxpects the full
collaboration and support of thegovernments of all Member Ststea of
the United Nations in their endeavours 5o raise the status o?’ ’@mﬁﬂ
througl;out the world. At the same time, this Commission éfil"!“éstl:y
déeilfe*s t'g ;:e’nc_ler all posaible assistance to th&g@ gove‘x@zianén‘ts in
| the application of thg principle of equal rights as betwsen men ar;d
Womern. | .
2. that the Commission collaborate with United Nations organs,.
.go‘vernmente, epecialized .agencles, non«-govemental organizations

and any other experts deesmed -nedassary.

/CHAPTER XI
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CHAPTIR XI
UPCm]\lT eRopLs
36. The Cowmission d901ﬂed to express Lhe wish]thét the Lc§nom1; and Souial
Couﬁcil sh:uid recommend to the Gererol Avadmblj that the laws of all

1

| éouﬁtriéﬁ éhculd 5e.c§ ifiod en fOI'J“U equl rlghts imnartlaily fo“ all
citizens, or, where necsssary, Qch country be reoueetcé to codily all its
iéws; politiéai; édbnbﬁié; civil and eocio-legal, conxerrzng com@lete equality
‘of fighis on'all Qbmeg; o N I o ’
37;<'Thé Coﬁmissibn“deéided thatvin viéw of thé>imbof£$néé-tékthéTCoﬁmission
of carrying out itslwork ef feuulvely, Qnd of keen ng in touch with women all
over the world, it was u%geﬁ*?v nc,eesafy that tqe %ecretary umneral should
as soon as possible appoint a competant woman who had taken an active part in
the work to improve the status of wemen, to be head of the Status of Women
Sectioen of the Division of'Human-R;ghtsf
| CHAPTEQ-EII
OTHER QUESTIONS‘
38. ThevCommisgion decided: |
(é), to eét&blish relations with a view to co-operetion and co-ordinetion
of work with the Inter-Americén Women's Commission in order to make use
of the experience and the valuable studies of that organization regarding
the status of women in the Americas.
(b) to reoucst the Inter-Aumesrican Women's Commission to send an cbsérver
to the meetings of the Commiesion on the Stétus ofAWomen, to act in an
advisory end informative capacity. |
(c) to recommend to ths Fconomic and Social Councii that the Council
consider'ways and ﬁeans'of implementiﬁg the terms of‘this resolution,

recognizing that the Inter-American Women's Commission is an

inter-dovérnmental regional organization working on the same problens

/as the Commission
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as the Commission on the Statué’of'Woﬁén.*

33. The Cormission decided to:récoﬁménd;{o the Bconomic and Social Council
that, in order to make knowh and stimulate interest in the work of the
Comm1951on and to asuist in compiling the information required the Secretariat ;

shbuld bé instructed to arrahge with MemberAStatés for one or more members of

the Commission to visit Member States.

Lo, The CommiBSion“reCommehds the Economic and Social Couﬁcil.to ioveotigate
the question of summoning regional conferences, fhe first of which might be

: arréﬁgéo:dufing l9h8,'éﬁd.to request the Sécretariat.to work out.detailed
alterratives with regard to place, progremme, budgets,'monagemont; end

potential attendance, for consideration at the next session of the Commission.

- -

* The representatives of the U.S.S.R. and of the Byelorussian S.S8.R. astated
that they had abstained from voting becauss the question of the .
Inter-American Commission called for further study., Such a presentation
of this question as had occurred at the meeting of the Commission was
prenature, especially in connection with the fact that the Commission
had so far not taken any decision in regard to the real
international mass organization - the Women's International Democratic
‘Federation - for consgideration by the Committee on Arrangements for
Consultation with Non-Governmental Organizations, but had left the
matter unconsidered in substance.

: The representative of Mexico desired that the following statément be
incorporated:
-

“The Inter-American Commission of Womsn 1s an official
organization composed of one representative from each of the
Governments of the American Republics. Its purpose is to study the
‘status of women in the Western Hemisphere, and to report on the
problems concerning women to the Conferences of American States.
The Inter-American Commission 1s similar to our Commission on the
Status of Women. Its work and status cannot be confused with those
of any other non- governmental or voluntary organization in any part
of the world. This organization is neither a sp301alized or a
‘non-governmental agency. -Because it is a regional body, it has a
special status which should be recognlzed by the Economic and Swcilal
Council. - I ingist that to establish a working relationship and to
ask the Inter-American Commission of Women to send an observer to
our session, is not a departure from the Charter. On the contrary,
it ig of the utmost importance that we have friendly relations with
a body that for eighteen consecutive years has been dolng for the
women of the Western Hemisphere what our Commission on the Status of
Women intends to do for the women of the world."”





