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Informe del Secretario General sobre su mision de buenos
oficios en Chipre

I. Introduccion

1. El Consejo de Seguridad, en su resolucion 2723 (2024), solicité al Secretario
General que le presentara un informe, a mas tardar el 4 de julio de 2024, sobre sus
buenos oficios, en particular sobre los progresos encaminados a establecer un punto
de partida consensuado para entablar negociaciones significativas orientadas a los
resultados que permitan alcanzar una solucién. En la resolucion, el Consejo alento a
los dirigentes de las dos comunidades a que comunicasen cada seis meses por escrito
a la misiéon de buenos oficios del Secretario General las medidas que hubieran
adoptado desde la aprobacion de la presente resolucion para dar cumplimiento a sus
disposiciones pertinentes, en particular los parrafos 7, 8, 9 y 10, con miras a lograr
una solucion sostenible y general, y solicité ademas al Secretario General que
incluyese en los informes sobre sus buenos oficios lo que se le vaya comunicando. La
informacion actualizada que enviaron los dos dirigentes figura en los anexos [ y II del
presente informe.

2.  El informe abarca los sucesos acaecidos entre el 13 de diciembre de 2023 y el
12 de junio de 2024. En ¢l se recogen las ultimas actividades llevadas a cabo por la
mision de buenos oficios del Secretario General bajo la direcciéon de su Asesor
Especial Adjunto sobre Chipre, Colin Stewart.

II. Antecedentes y contexto

3. El5 de enero de 2024, el Secretario General anuncid el nombramiento de Maria
Angela Holguin Cuéllar como su Enviada Personal sobre Chipre para que asumiera
en su nombre una funcidén de buenos oficios con el fin de buscar un entendimiento
sobre el camino a seguir y asesorarle sobre la cuestion chipriota. El Secretario General
también mantuvo su compromiso con los dos dirigentes respectivos y se reunié con
Nikos Christodoulides y Ersin Tatar, durante el periodo que abarca el informe.

4. El compromiso continuo entre la mision de buenos oficios del Secretario
General y las dos comunidades se mantuvo durante todo el periodo que abarca el
informe, incluso mediante contactos bilaterales con los dos dirigentes y sus
representantes. Surgieron dificultades a la hora de organizar reuniones trilaterales
periodicas entre los representantes de los dos dirigentes y el Asesor Especial Adjunto
del Secretario General sobre Chipre (se registré una brecha entre finales de marzo y
finales de mayo). Por su parte, a lo largo del periodo que abarca el informe los
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representantes actuaron con coherencia a la hora de aprobar proyectos y abordar
cuestiones de interés mutuo en el seno de los comités técnicos.

5.  Mientras tanto, no cesaron las violaciones militares en la zona de amortiguacion
y en sus alrededores cometidas por ambas partes y estas trataron de afianzar sus
posturas defensivas, y la autoridad de la Fuerza de las Naciones Unidas para el
Mantenimiento de la Paz en Chipre (UNFICYP) en la zona de amortiguacion se vio
cada vez mas cuestionada. La aplicacion del entendimiento de Pyla/Pile siguid
suspendida, ya que el nivel de desconfianza entre ambas partes se mantuvo en niveles
altos, como se describe de forma mas detallada en el informe del Secretario General
sobre la UNFICYP (S/2024/527).

6. A principios de marzo, la Republica de Chipre, con el apoyo de Alemania, los
Emiratos Arabes Unidos, los Estados Unidos de América, Grecia, Italia, los Paises
Bajos (Reino de), y el Reino Unido de Gran Bretafia e Irlanda del Norte, asi como la
Comision Europea, puso en marcha el establecimiento de un corredor humanitario
para la entrega de suministros humanitarios a la Franja de Gaza. La isla también ha
registrado un aumento de las llegadas de solicitantes de asilo y migrantes irre gulares
en barco procedentes de la region en general, en particular del Libano y de la
Republica Arabe de Siria. Para mayores detalles, véase el informe del Secretario
General sobre la UNFICYP (S/2024/527).

7. Grecia y Tirkiye siguieron profundizando en su acercamiento a través de
diversas vias. Tras una nueva reunion entre el Primer Ministro de Grecia, Kyriakos
Mitsotakis, y el Presidente de Tiirkiye, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, celebrada el 14 de
mayo de 2024, volvieron a confirmar su compromiso de consolidar el clima positivo
que prevalece en la relacion. En el contexto de la cuestion de Chipre, sigue siendo
fundamental la relacion entre las Potencias garantes, a saber, Grecia, Tirkiye y el
Reino Unido, y en particular entre Grecia y Tiirkiye.

8.  Enel marco de la Via Religiosa del Proceso de Paz de Chipre, bajo los auspicios
de la Embajada de Suecia, prosiguieron los esfuerzos dirigidos a seguir afianzando la
cooperacion entre clérigos de distintas comunidades religiosas e instituciones
confesionales que viven a ambos lados de la isla, en particular lideres cristianos y
musulmanes. Los lideres religiosos también cooperaron para promover los derechos
humanos en ambitos como el derecho fundamental a la libertad religiosa o de
creencias. La Via Religiosa también siguié abogando por que las comunidades
religiosas tuvieran acceso a sus respectivos lugares de culto, incluidos los
cementerios, y se ocuparan de ellos. En el marco del Pacto Mundial sobre los
Refugiados, la Via Religiosa cooper6 con la Oficina del Alto Comisionado de las
Naciones Unidas para los Refugiados en Chipre, la Cruz Roja y organizaciones de la
sociedad civil. Por primera vez en cinco afios, se celebré una peregrinacion a la
mezquita Hala Sultan Tekke de Larnaca. Para mayores detalles, véase el informe del
Secretario General sobre la UNFICYP (S/2024/527).

9.  Siguieron celebrandose regularmente reuniones de representantes de partidos
politicos grecochipriotas y turcochipriotas bajo los auspicios de la Embajada de
Eslovaquia, contdndose con la participacion de 17 partidos de toda la isla. En sus
comunicados conjuntos, los partidos politicos recalcaron la necesidad de mejorar el
ambiente politico, rebajar las tensiones y regresar a la mesa de negociaciones. En
mayo de 2024, los partidos politicos conmemoraron los 35 afios de su didlogo
asistiendo a una ceremonia simbolica de plantacion del “Arbol de la Paz” en presencia
del Ministro de Asuntos Exteriores y Europeos de Eslovaquia, Juraj Blanér,
representantes de las Naciones Unidas y la comunidad diplomatica de la isla.

10. En términos generales, a pesar de las frustraciones y el desencanto ante la
posibilidad de que las negociaciones culminen con éxito y den lugar a un acuerdo
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global en Chipre, aumentd el nimero de grupos e iniciativas de la sociedad civil que
se organizaron y pidieron un cambio. Entre ellas, cabe mencionar la Iniciativa de Paz
Bicomunal Chipre Unido, el Centro de Paz y Didlogo de Chipre y Determinacion por
la Paz (Apofasi Irinis) y una iniciativa civica para un disefio actualizado del proceso
de paz (“C-Up”). Ademas, en abril de 2024 se lanzo oficialmente la Coalicion
Bicomunal de Mujeres de Chipre, un grupo apoyado por la embajada de Irlanda, cuyo
objetivo es “defender la participacion critica de las mujeres y la inclusion de una
perspectiva de género en el proceso de paz de Chipre”.

Situacion del proceso: actividades de la mision de buenos
oficios del Secretario General

11. La mision de buenos oficios del Secretario General siguié promoviendo los
contactos, la cooperacion y el fomento de confianza intrainsular y colaborando con
asociados internacionales en las actividades de la misién. Durante el periodo que
abarca el informe, el Asesor Especial Adjunto se reunié con cada uno de los dirigentes
y celebré 35 reuniones con los dos dirigentes y con partidos politicos, lideres
religiosos, organizaciones y actores de la sociedad civil, la Union Europea, el Banco
Mundial y la comunidad diplomatica, asi como con altos funcionarios visitantes de
diversos Estados Miembros. Ademas, la mision apoy¢ las visitas a la isla del Enviado
Personal.

12. Tras un paréntesis de dos meses en las reuniones trilaterales periddicas a nivel
del Consejero Especial Adjunto, del negociador grecochipriota y del representante
especial turcochipriota, el 30 de mayo se reanud¢ el didlogo, en el que se examinaron
los trabajos de los 12 comités técnicos, incluidos los logros alcanzados, por ejemplo
en los Comités Técnicos de Medio Ambiente y Salud. Esas reuniones periddicas,
organizadas y facilitadas por la mision de buenos oficios del Secretario General,
proporcionaron una via para que las partes debatieran las actividades de los comités
técnicos y prestaran orientacion, abordaran cuestiones de interés y contribuyeran a
aumentar el impulso de las actividades y a promover la ejecucion ininterrumpida de
proyectos e iniciativas.

13. Los comités técnicos creados por los dirigentes de las dos comunidades
siguieron reuniéndose y trabajando bajo los auspicios de la mision de buenos oficios
del Secretario General, aunque con resultados desiguales. Con el apoyo de la
UNFICYP, la mision de buenos oficios coordiné y facilité la labor de los comités, con
el fin de que se mantuviesen el didlogo y la cooperacidon entre ambas partes y se
afrontasen problemas y asuntos comunes importantes. Si bien algunos comités
técnicos siguieron avanzando, otros han afrontado dificultades a la hora de establecer
proyectos e iniciativas que poner en practica o de ejecutar aquellos que ya hayan sido
acordados.

14. Tras los repetidos llamamientos a ambas partes por parte de la misiéon de buenos
oficios para que procedieran a nuevos nombramientos en los comités técnicos, el 7 de
marzo la parte turcochipriota proporciond a la misidén una lista actualizada de los
nuevos miembros turcochipriotas de los comités técnicos, con una mayor
representacion femenina y juvenil (55 % y 8,5 %, respectivamente). Se tiene previsto
un paso similar por parte grecochipriota en un futuro préximo, ya que los actuales
miembros grecochipriotas son un 45 % mujeres y un 10 % jovenes. En general, la
representacion de las mujeres en los comités técnicos ha venido aumentando en los
ultimos tiempos y ahora es de algo mas del 50 % de ambas comunidades, mientras
que la participacion de los jovenes es de algo menos del 10 %. Se espera que la mayor
inclusividad dé un nuevo impulso a la labor de las comisiones.
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15. Los Comités Técnicos sobre Medio Ambiente, Patrimonio Cultural, Asuntos
Economicos y Comerciales, Cultura, Delincuencia y Asuntos Penales, Radiodifusion
y Telecomunicaciones y Salud se mantuvieron especialmente activos, con reuniones
y actividades periddicas, ejecucion en curso de proyectos acordados y elaboracion de
nuevas propuestas. Los Comités Técnicos sobre Asuntos de Paso y de Asuntos
Humanitarios tuvieron una actividad moderada. El Comité Técnico sobre Igualdad de
Género estuvo practicamente inactivo hasta mayo, cuando reanudd sus actividades.
Por su parte, el Comité Técnico sobre Educacién celebrd su primera reunién el 18 de
diciembre de 2023, tras dos afios de inactividad, y el Comité reanudd posteriormente
sus reuniones mensuales.

16. EIl Comité Técnico sobre Radiodifusion y Telecomunicaciones ha proseguido su
labor para hacer frente a las interferencias de frecuencias y garantizar la actualizacion
y sostenibilidad de los acuerdos alcanzados. Los ultimos elementos del proyecto
“Acuerdo para la transicion al 5G” se completaron en 2024 y hasta ahora han
permitido implantar el 5G en el sur, teniéndose también prevista una futura
implantacion en el norte. El proyecto aprobado conocido como “Transiciéon a la
energia verde: el futuro de las telecomunicaciones electronicas” fue suspendido
temporalmente debido a desacuerdos politicos mas amplios entre ambas partes, pero
se reanudo en junio de 2024.

17. El Comité Técnico sobre Delincuencia y Asuntos Penales mantuvo la
interaccion entre ambas partes sobre asuntos penales, incluidas las cuestiones
relacionadas con la migracion irregular. Por su parte, las Salas de Contacto Conjuntas
del Comité (en Nicosia y en Pyla/Pile) continuaron su cooperacion e intercambio de
informacidn, asi como la entrega de cinco sospechosos durante el periodo que abarca
el informe. E1 5 de junio el Comité celebré un seminario bicomunal sobre delitos
econdémicos cibernéticos centrado en grupos vulnerables (niflos y ancianos), a raiz de
las inquietudes expresadas por ambas partes sobre esta creciente amenaza en la isla.

18. Enla segunda mitad del periodo que abarca el informe, el Comité Técnico sobre
Gestion de Crisis reanudo6 sus debates para llegar a un acuerdo sobre un mecanismo
formal de coordinacidon de crisis que sirviera de respuesta eficaz a los desastres
naturales y antropogénicos.

19. El Comité Técnico sobre Puntos de Paso aprobo el proyecto de ampliacion del
punto de paso de Agios Dometios/Metehan. Se tiene previsto que los trabajos
comiencen durante el proximo periodo sobre el que se informa. El Comité también
debatié diversas cuestiones en los distintos puntos de paso y mantuvo un flujo de
informacion claro entre ambas partes.

20. La ejecucion de los proyectos del Comité Técnico sobre Patrimonio Cultural se
reanudo por completo tras las consultas informales y el Comité finalizo las obras de
conservacion de varios lugares importantes, como el acueducto veneciano de
Lefke/Lefka, la mezquita de Hamidiye en Lefkara, la iglesia de Agios Sergios y
Vakhos en Neta/Taslica y el acueducto de Arif Bey en Afanteia/Gazikdy. Los
copresidentes del Comité Técnico se reunieron con sus homodlogos del Comité
Técnico sobre Medio Ambiente para hablar de colaboracion y futuros proyectos
conjuntos (véase el parr. 24).

21. El Comité Técnico sobre Cultura ha iniciado la ejecucion de su proyecto
“Canales para la Cultura y la Cooperacion”, un sitio web que facilitara el intercambio
de experiencias e informacién sobre asuntos culturales en toda la isla y la segunda
fase del proyecto “Connecting Arts”. El 25 de mayo se celebré un acto titulado
“Connecting Arts II”. Mas de 60 artistas, académicos y expertos turcochipriotas y
grecochipriotas se reunieron en el acto y entablaron interesantes debates en los
ambitos tematicos de la musica, el cine, la literatura, las artes populares, las artes
escénicas y las bellas artes.
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22. El Comité Técnico sobre Asuntos Econémicos y Comerciales siguié debatiendo
formas de apoyar las interacciones empresariales e impulsar el comercio en toda la
isla. Esos esfuerzos se centraron en las transacciones bancarias entre las dos
comunidades y los retos a los que se enfrentan los turcochipriotas para abrir cuentas
bancarias en el sur. Los debates en curso también se centraron en avanzar en la
aplicacion piloto del programa de intercambio de jovenes profesionales y becarios,
ademas de explorar vias para impulsar el comercio intrainsular.

23. Tras el nombramiento de un nuevo copresidente turcochipriota y de nuevos
miembros turcochipriotas para el Comité Técnico sobre Educacion, se reanudaron las
reuniones mensuales periddicas con vistas a elaborar proyectos educativos conjuntos,
incluida una revision prevista del material educativo. Sin embargo, no se avanzo en
el relanzamiento del proyecto Imagine bajo los auspicios del Comité en el norte ni en
la aplicacion de las recomendaciones contenidas en su informe conjunto de 2017,
entre otras cosas con respecto a los libros de texto escolares, tal como solicitd el
Consejo de Seguridad.

24. Mas recientemente, el Comité Técnico sobre Medio Ambiente ha dado inicio a
la ejecucion de los proyectos aprobados en el Gltimo trimestre de 2023: “Preservar la
biodiversidad: analizar el uso de venenos en habitats remotos y de especies
silvestres”, “Cuidadores del medio ambiente: empoderar a los jovenes en materia de
medio ambiente” y “Explorar el patrimonio geoldgico de la isla de Chipre”. Ademas
de participar en visitas sobre el terreno, entre ellas a los alrededores de Mammari para
ver una microrreserva de especies vegetales autoctonas, se celebraron debates para
intercambiar informacioén y coordinar formas de hacer frente a la plaga que afecta a
los citricos y a los pinos de la isla. Por ultimo, se ha aprobado una propuesta de
proyecto para limpiar varias fuentes de agua en la zona de amortiguacion.

25. El Comité Técnico sobre Igualdad de Género comenz6 a reunirse nuevamente a
fines de mayo, pero se han visto pocos avances en lo referente a la mayor aplicacion
del “Plan de accién relativo a las formas de garantizar la participacion plena,
igualitaria y significativa de las mujeres en el proceso de solucidon o en un futuro
proceso de solucidon”.

26. El Comité Técnico sobre Salud sigui6 facilitando el intercambio de informacion
entre ambas partes sobre varios temas sanitarios, entre ellos el sarampion y la
tuberculosis. De conformidad con un acuerdo alcanzado para hacer frente a la
interrupcion de las lineas de suministro a través de Tiirkiye tras los terremotos de
febrero de 2023, los grecochipriotas han seguido atendiendo las necesidades en
materia de vacunas y medicamentos de los turcochipriotas, a través del Comité, en
funcién de la prioridad y la disponibilidad. Durante el periodo que abarca el informe,
el Comité organizo dos sesiones de capacitacion, el 29 de febrero y el 24 de abril,
sobre la lucha contra los mosquitos invasores del género Aedes y el aumento de la
concienciacion de la poblacion sobre la importancia del control de los mosquitos.

27. Desde que comenzd su renovada actividad en el altimo trimestre de 2023 tras
un largo paréntesis, el Comité Técnico sobre Asuntos Humanitarios ha venido
debatiendo posibles proyectos sobre la inclusion de la discapacidad y otros temas
humanitarios que preocupan a los chipriotas de toda la isla.

28. La segunda fase del Mecanismo de Apoyo, administrado por el Programa de las
Naciones Unidas para el Desarrollo (PNUD) en Chipre, sigui6 respaldando la labor
de los comités técnicos. Los dias 23 de febrero y 1 de marzo, la misiéon de buenos
oficios y el PNUD organizaron sesiones informativas de actualizacion para todos los
Copresidentes de los comités técnicos sobre las modalidades de la segunda fase del
Mecanismo de Apoyo. Los debates resultaron fructiferos y permitieron a los
participantes intercambiar experiencias y alentarse mutuamente a formular nuevas
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iniciativas y propuestas. Al 31 de mayo de 2024, la cantidad total gastada y
comprometida era de aproximadamente 410.000 euros, o 41 % de la cantidad de 1
millon de euros asignada para apoyar a los comités técnicos. Desde diciembre de 2023
se estan ejecutando ocho nuevos proyectos y se han aprobado dos nuevas propuestas
de los Comités Técnicos sobre Medio Ambiente y Cultura: la primera para garantizar
la sostenibilidad de los recursos hidricos para la vida silvestre mediante la limpieza
de las fuentes de agua y la segunda en el ambito de la conexidn de artistas de toda la
isla. Ademas, ocho proyectos e iniciativas aprobados en 2023 siguen en fase de
ejecucion. Actualmente esta previsto que esta fase del mecanismo de apoyo finalice
el 15 de diciembre de 2024.

29. En cuanto a iniciativas concretas dirigidas a que las dos comunidades juntas se
beneficien mutuamente de los recursos naturales de la isla, se realizé un estudio de
prefactibilidad para el establecimiento de una central de energia solar bicomunal en
la zona de amortiguacion. El proyecto prevé la instalacion de paneles fotovoltaicos y
baterias de almacenamiento de hasta 37 MW de potencia. El estudio de prefactibilidad
se completdo en febrero de 2024 y los resultados se presentaron al negociador
grecochipriota y al representante especial turcochipriota. La Comisién Europea ha
pedido a los dirigentes de ambas comunidades que acuerden los parametros de la
central solar bicomunal y su posible ubicacién a mas tardar en septiembre de 2024.

30. Aparte de los comités técnicos, durante el periodo que abarca el informe los
pasos y las medidas que podrian fomentar la cooperacion y la confianza entre las dos
comunidades no avanzaron de forma significativa y las partes no se han puesto de
acuerdo en un foro en que debatir medidas de fomento de la confianza de mayor
envergadura, incluidas las propuestas de cooperacion del lider turcochipriota del 1 y
8 de julio de 2022. El dirigente grecochipriota anuncié un paquete de 14 medidas
unilaterales el 26 de enero de 2024 y desde entonces ha venido trabajando en su
aplicacion.

31. La misién de buenos oficios y las dos partes, incluidos los representantes de los
dos municipios de Nicosia, mantienen su aspiracion de ampliar el parque fluvial lineal
Pedicos/Kanli Dere, actualmente en el sur, y conectarlo con el del norte. Aunque las
dos partes acordaron utilizar temporalmente el paso del Palacio de Ledra para que el
proyecto pudiera avanzar, no se observo ningin progreso durante el periodo que
abarca el informe.

32. En el ambito de la juventud, la paz y la seguridad, el 24 de febrero el Consejero
Especial Adjunto particip6 en un acto titulado “Olimpismo por la paz”, que celebraba
la historica circunnavegacion de la isla por una tripulacion bicomunal de jovenes
marineros. A lo largo del periodo, se siguié abogando por la creacion de un comité
técnico especifico sobre asuntos relacionados con la juventud o por aumentar el
nimero de miembros jovenes en los comités existentes, con el fin de garantizar que
se escuche la voz de los jovenes en diversas cuestiones, incluido el proceso de paz.
La mision de buenos oficios, junto con las dos partes, sigue planteando la idea de
cooperacion por medio del deporte para acercar a los jovenes y promover la
interaccion entre las dos comunidades a través de actividades deportivas, incluso
mediante la creacion de un comité técnico sobre esa cuestion.

33. La misién de buenos oficios ha seguido insistiendo en la necesidad de preservar
los lazos economicos existentes en toda la isla, forjando asimismo otros nuevos,
mediante un mayor acercamiento a nuevos grupos de interés, como los industriales y
las asociaciones patronales de toda la isla, asi como a las empresas privadas. El 13 de
mayo, el Consejero Especial Adjunto particip6é en un acto organizado por la Embajada
de Alemania con el fin de facilitar las conexiones entre personas que en un principio
podrian no plantearse comerciar entre si o con la otra comunidad. Durante el periodo
que abarca el informe, la misiéon de buenos oficios también ha mantenido contactos
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IV.

regulares con el Banco Mundial sobre cuestiones de interés comun, incluidas las
formas practicas de utilizar el comercio intrainsular para crear prosperidad
compartida, en consonancia con el tema del evento celebrado el 16 de mayo de 2024
en que se present6 la nota de seguimiento macroecondémica del Banco Mundial sobre
la economia turcochipriota correspondiente a 2024.

34. Los dos grupos de trabajo sobre la consolidacion de la paz medioambiental y
los negocios, la innovacion y la iniciativa empresarial liderados conjuntamente por la
mision de buenos oficios y la UNFICYP, siguieron reuniéndose peridédicamente. El
grupo de trabajo sobre consolidacién de la paz medioambiental organizé un acto
hibrido sobre el papel de la juventud en el cambio climatico, centrado en la aplicacion
de la agenda Juventud, Paz y Seguridad, especialmente en la accidon climatica. En los
debates se analizaron los vinculos entre medio ambiente, paz y conflicto y como la
juventud debe estar en el centro de la diplomacia climatica y la consolidacion de la
paz. Con motivo del Dia Mundial del Medio Ambiente, se celebr6 un acto sobre las
campafias medioambientales a través de la brecha y la creacion de coaliciones. El
grupo de trabajo sobre negocios, innovacion e iniciativa empresarial celebro la cuarta
edicion de la feria de negocios y creacion de redes, centrada en los disefiadores de
moda chipriotas de ambas comunidades.

Observaciones

35. En el periodo que abarca el informe se cumplio el sexagésimo aniversario de la
presencia de las Naciones Unidas en Chipre tras los sucesos de principios de los afios
sesenta. Cabe recordar que el afio pasado también se cumplieron 20 afios de la
apertura de los pasos y 40 afios de la resolucion 541 (1983) del Consejo de Seguridad.
En 2024, la frustracion por la persistencia del statu quo es cada vez mayor en toda la
isla y cada vez son mas las voces que piden a ambas partes que colaboren de manera
constructiva para forjar un camino a seguir mutuamente aceptable. Las Naciones
Unidas seguiran al lado de todos los chipriotas para apoyarlos en el didlogo a fin de
forjar un camino comun a seguir.

36. Acojo con beneplacito la reanudacion de las reuniones y debates en los comités
técnicos, especialmente en aquellos que habian estado inactivos, las actividades que
se llevaron a cabo y la aprobacion de varios proyectos y finalizacion de otros, incluso
en el marco de los Comités Técnicos sobre Radiodifusion, Delincuencia y Asuntos
Penales, Cruces, Cultura, Medio Ambiente y Salud. La reanudacion de las reuniones
periddicas del Comité Técnico sobre Educacidon permite albergar la esperanza de que
las recomendaciones formuladas en su informe conjunto de 2017 se tengan
debidamente en cuenta y se ejecuten los proyectos pertinentes, tal y como solicité el
Consejo de Seguridad. Se alienta a seguir potenciando a este Comité Técnico y su
importante labor.

37. Sigo instando a ambas partes a que brinden a los comités técnicos el apoyo y el
margen de maniobra necesarios para preservar su capacidad de funcionar, obtener
resultados y abordar asuntos con repercusiones para toda la isla. Una mayor
representacion femenina y juvenil podria dar un nuevo impulso a la labor de las
comisiones. Dichos 6rganos, en los que ambas comunidades pueden debatir y abordar
cuestiones de interés comun, deben estar protegidos y permanecer al margen de
debates y problemas politicos de mayor envergadura en los que participe la UNFICYP
relacionados con la zona de amortiguacion y los terrenos adyacentes.

38. Acojo con beneplacito el apoyo constante de la Unién Europea a los comités
técnicos por medio de su mecanismo de apoyo, administrado por el PNUD y valoro
la voluntad de mantener las actividades de estos importantes 6rganos en la isla. Hago
un llamamiento a los dirigentes y a sus representantes para que velen por que ese
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apoyo se utilice bien en beneficio de la vida cotidiana de todos los chipriotas, e insto
a la Union Europea a que considere la posibilidad de ampliar la disponibilidad de
recursos en el futuro.

39. El apoyo de la Unién Europea a otros proyectos objeto de examen, como la
central eléctrica de energia solar renovable que podria ubicarse en la zona de
amortiguacion, conlleva un importante potencial de acercar a las dos partes y reportar
beneficios tangibles para todos en caso de que se convenga un camino a seguir
mutuamente aceptable. El proyecto de ampliar el sendero fluvial Pedicos/Kanli Dere
al norte de Nicosia puede llegar a acercar a ambas partes y fomentar la confianza. A
la luz del acuerdo alcanzado por ambas partes para llevar adelante el proyecto, insto
a los financiadores actuales y potenciales a que sigan adelante y apoyen el proyecto
con caracter de urgencia.

40. Aliento a los dos dirigentes y a sus representantes a que examinen, concierten y
apliquen medidas de fomento de la confianza mutuamente aceptables que ayuden a
generar confianza y contribuyan a un entorno mas propicio para el logro de una
solucién. Deben participar activamente en los debates sobre las propuestas de
cooperacion existentes o sobre nuevas ideas; cooperar para explotar y aprovechar
conjuntamente los recursos naturales comunes, promover activamente el contacto
directo entre personas, la cooperacion y el comercio, en particular mejorando los
pasos existentes y abriendo otros nuevos. También deberia prestarse estrecha atencion
a los gestos significativos en beneficio de las comunidades y como inversion crucial
en aras de una solucion mutuamente aceptable.

41. Una vez mas, me hago eco del llamamiento del Consejo de Seguridad en favor
de una mayor colaboracion con la sociedad civil e insto a los dos dirigentes a que
fomenten el contacto y la cooperacion entre ambas comunidades. Hago un
llamamiento a los dirigentes a que busquen también una cooperaciéon y unos vinculos
mas integradores entre las dos comunidades ahora y, en Giltima instancia, en el proceso
de paz, y a que den cabida e impliquen efectivamente a las mujeres, las minorias, los
jovenes y las personas con discapacidad en los debates en relacién con un futuro
comun en la isla e incorporen sus puntos de vista en consecuencia. Los participantes
en las actividades de divulgacion emprendidas por mi misién de buenos oficios se han
mostrado sistematicamente muy interesados en interactuar con sus dirigentes
politicos respecto a cuestiones importantes y han puesto de manifiesto el valor de una
mayor inclusividad.

42. Dado que la participacion significativa de las mujeres aumenta las posibilidades
de que se alcancen y mantengan soluciones politicas, los dirigentes deberian, con
caracter prioritario, aplicar las recomendaciones pertinentes del “Plan de Accion
sobre como garantizar la participacion plena, equitativa y significativa de las mujeres
en el proceso de solucion/un eventual proceso de solucion”, incluso garantizando que
sus delegaciones que participen en conversaciones sobre posibles negociaciones
futuras incluyan no mas de dos tercios de cualquier sexo. El aumento del
porcentaje de mujeres que participan como miembros en los 12 comités técnicos hasta
superar el 50 % es digno de elogio. Debe darse prioridad sin demora a la
recomendacion del plan de accidon de que los lideres compartan informacion publica
sobre los beneficios de un acuerdo, para reforzar el contacto y fomentar la confianza
entre turcochipriotas y grecochipriotas, incluida la identificacién de una plataforma
efectiva para un acercamiento sostenido y regular a la sociedad civil. Esta claro, en
Chipre pero también a nivel mundial, que s6lo cuando las mujeres participan en la
formulacion de soluciones politicas a los conflictos de manera igualitaria puede
alcanzarse una paz sostenible.
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43. Insto a ambas partes a explorar el concepto de cooperacion deportiva para
acercar a los jovenes y fomentar la interaccion entre las dos comunidades. La
formacion de un comité técnico a este respecto sigue siendo una medida viable.

44, El comercio intrainsular y el aumento de los lazos econdmicos siguieron
ocupando un lugar destacado en las actividades de divulgacion y promocion de la
mision. Ampliar los vinculos comerciales y empresariales no s6lo puede dar respuesta
a algunas de las preocupaciones mas acuciantes de los chipriotas en toda la isla, sino
que también puede contribuir a mejorar el entorno politico general. En el periodo que
se examina se mantuvo la tendencia observada en mi ultimo informe, a saber, un
aumento en el numero de actos publicos e interacciones oficiales concebidos para su
uso como catalizadores de difusion del mensaje de que ampliar los vinculos
comerciales y empresariales y garantizar la infraestructura que les presta apoyo es
una de las mejores maneras de restablecer la confianza en una solucion. Forjar una
mayor actividad econémica entre las comunidades de la isla no so6lo tiene sentido
desde el punto de vista empresarial, sino que también puede tener importantes
repercusiones positivas en la vida de los chipriotas y allanar el camino hacia una
mayor aceptacion publica de un acuerdo mutuamente aceptable en el futuro.

45. Las acciones de ambas partes en la zona de amortiguacion y sus inmediaciones
contribuyeron a aumentar la desconfianza y no resultan tutiles en el contexto actual.
La creciente militarizaciéon de ambas partes contradice los discursos politicos de los
lideres que afirman querer encontrar un camino a seguir en la cuestion chipriota.
Reitero mi llamamiento a ambas partes para que se abstengan de tales acciones
unilaterales. Ademas, reitero mi inquietud por la situacion en la zona vallada de Varosha
y observo que la postura de las Naciones Unidas sobre Varosha no ha cambiado.
Recuerdo las decisiones del Consejo de Seguridad, en particular las resoluciones
550 (1984) y 789 (1992), y recalco la importancia de adherirse plenamente a ellas.

46. Felicito a los Gobiernos de Grecia y de Tiirkiye por su firme compromiso con
la promocién de unas relaciones de vecindad pacificas. El compromiso de buscar vias
de comunicacioén, pese a los desacuerdos reinantes, también sirve de ejemplo para la
cuestion chipriota. Considerando el importante papel y la responsabilidad que las
potencias garantes Grecia, Tiirkiye y el Reino Unido tienen en el contexto chipriota,
aliento a todos ellos a que sigan instando a los dos dirigentes de Chipre a que entablen
un didlogo y busquen un camino a seguir mutuamente aceptable con la voluntad
politica, la creatividad y la apertura al compromiso necesarias.

47. Al tiempo que recalco la importancia de la labor de los comités técnicos y del
impacto positivo que podrian tener las medidas de fomento de la confianza entre las
dos comunidades, creo que solo los progresos encaminados a establecer un punto de
partida consensuado para entablar negociaciones hacia una solucion mutuamente
aceptable dara seguridades a los chipriotas, asi como a la comunidad internacional,
de que un futuro pacifico y compartido en la isla sigue siendo realmente posible. He
mantenido el contacto y el didlogo con las partes, al igual que mi Enviado Personal,
mis asesores superiores en la Sede de las Naciones Unidas y mi Asesor Especial
Adjunto. En el marco de esa labor, sigo guidndome por las resoluciones pertinentes
del Consejo de Seguridad que han establecido los parametros de las Naciones Unidas.

48. Quisiera expresar una vez mas mi agradecimiento a los asociados, en particular
a la Union Europea y al Banco Mundial, que han seguido prestando apoyo a la labor
de ambas misiones de las Naciones Unidas en Chipre, al Programa de las Naciones
Unidas para el Desarrollo y al Comité sobre las Personas Desaparecidas en Chipre, y
que han contribuido a la aplicacion de las medidas de fomento de la confianza. Por
ultimo, quisiera dar las gracias a mi Asesor Especial Adjunto, Colin Stewart, y al
personal de mi mision de buenos oficios en Chipre por la dedicacion y el compromiso
con la que abordan su trabajo.
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Written update by the Greek Cypriot leader to the Good
Offices Mission of the Secretary-General, pursuant to and
in accordance with UNSCR 2723 (2024)

This submission is made in response to the encouragement in UN Security
Council Resolution 2723 (2024), to “the leaders of the two communities to provide
written updates every six months to the Good Offices Mission of the Secretary General
on the actions they have taken in support of the relevant parts of this resolution since
its adoption, in particular with regard to paragraphs 7, 8, 9 and 10, with a view to
reaching a sustainable and comprehensive settlement...”.

The present update includes all developments relevant to the effort to resume
the peace process in the framework of the Good Offices Mission of the United Nations
Secretary General. References to communities are without prejudice to the Republic
of Cyprus as a Member State of the United Nations and references to UNFICYP are
made without prejudice to the Republic of Cyprus as the host country of the Force.

Efforts to resume the peace process

From the outset, I reiterate my unwavering commitment to the peaceful solution
of the Cyprus problem on the basis prescribed by relevant UN Security Council
Resolutions, the UN Charter and the High Level Agreements. I also wish to reaffirm,
my readiness to fully preserve and uphold the acquis of the negotiations and the body
of work, that has been accomplished up until the closure of the Conference on Cyprus
in Crans Montana, in July 2017, which comprises the agreed basis of bi-zonal,
bi-communal federation with political equality as prescribed in the relevant UN
Security Council Resolutions, the convergences achieved on all negotiating chapters
and the six points presented by the UN Secretary General in Crans Montana.

I maintain my steadfast conviction that a solution to the Cyprus problem on the
mutually agreed basis endorsed by the UN Security Council constitutes the only
viable and sustainable path forward, which can secure the vital interests of Cyprus
and all Cypriots as well as of all actors involved in the Cyprus problem. It is at the
same time the only path towards ensuring and safeguarding security and stability in
the wider region of the Eastern Mediterranean. This parameter acquires fundamental
significance in light of the ongoing regional and international geopolitical
developments.

From my part, I have undertaken bold steps in support of the efforts of the UN
Secretary General for the appointment of a Personal Envoy — in the context of the
Secretary General’s Good Offices Mission. I provided my consent in this regard to
the UNSG during our meeting in New York in September 2023 and I regret the fact
that the announcement of the appointment had not been possible until January 2024,
due to the delaying tactics of the other side.

I express my appreciation for the clear message highlighted by the appointment
of Ms. Maria Angela Holguin Cuéllar, that the UN Secretary General remains firmly
committed to providing his good offices to support the effort to create conditions
conducive for the reinvigoration of negotiations and for a comprehensive solution. I
also express my appreciation to the UN Security Council for its steadfast support.

I had the opportunity to meet with Ms. Holguin on 30 January, 2 February,
11 March, 16 March, 8 May and 13 May during her three visits to Cyprus. I have
expressed to her my commitment to do my part towards creating the conditions for
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the resumption of negotiations and in this regard, I stated my readiness to meet with
the leader of the Turkish Cypriot community under the auspices of the Personal Envoy
with a view to initiating a discussion.

In the same spirit, I continued to reiterate my readiness, to work for win-win
solutions and to explore factors that can generate a positive agenda for all involved.
I pursued this, inter alia, through seeking an enhanced role on behalf of the European
Union (EU), bearing in mind the fact that the EU can provide tangible incentives for
Tirkiye, thus reinforcing the UN in the efforts to overcome the deadlock and to
reinvigorate the prospect for a solution.

As a result of our persistent effort, the recent European Council of April 2024
has sent a clear positive message to Tiirkiye with regard to the advancement of the
EU — Tiirkiye agenda in parallel with tangible response on behalf of Tiirkiye on the
Cyprus question. Tiirkiye’s own constructive engagement will be instrumental in
advancing the various areas of cooperation.

At the same time, I stand ready to explore other factors that can have a positive
effect.

My Government is implementing the fourteen unilateral measures announced
on 26 January 2024, in support of the Turkish Cypriots in the areas of trade,
facilitation of access to more government services and benefits, applications for
citizenships, response to pharmaceutical needs and medical services, facilitation of
crossings of persons through the authorized crossing points, covering the operational
cost of the bi-communal sewerage plant, facilitation of enhanced access to religious
monuments. These measures are yet another manifestation of our concrete
determination to work for a conducive environment towards reaching a breakthrough
and are additional to an array of benefits and programs already available to the
Turkish Cypriot citizens of the Republic

On the issue of trade, since the last report, six additional products have been
added to the list of processed-foods of non-animal origin, that can be traded under the
Green Line Regulation. The value of Green Line Trade reached a new record-high of
€16.046 million in 2023 (€14.6 in 2022) showing a steady increase and growth

I deplore having to note that, to date, the Turkish Cypriot leader has declined
even taking part in a meeting under the UNSG’s Personal Envoy. This follows suit on
the behavior of prolonged procrastination by the Turkish side as manifested, inter
alia, through their delays and derailment tactics on the issue of the appointment of
the Personal Envoy and the refusal of Mr Tatar to take part in a meeting with myself
under the UNSG auspices in New York in September 2023.

In sharp contrast to the imperative need to ensure a positive environment
conducive to the resumption of negotiations, Tiirkiye not only raises tensions, but
seeks to create new faits accomplis on the ground that seek to undermine and pre-empt
the good offices mission of the UN Secretary General.

This approach is manifested, inter alia, by the following:

i The continuation of its refusal to uphold the commitment to the agreed
basis of bi-zonal, bi-communal federation with political equality and the fact
that they continue to advocate for “sovereign equality” and “equal international
status” which essentially amounts to a call for a “two-state” solution.

ii.  Through the systematic and deliberate provocative public rhetoric
evidently aimed at poisoning the atmosphere and undermining the effort for the
creation of conducive conditions for the resumption of the peace process. It is
worth noting that in response to public criticism expressed from within the
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Turkish Cypriot community towards this policy, it has been publicly stated by
the Turkish Cypriot leadership that all decisions have the full support of
Tirkiye.

iii. The continued disrespect and lack of compliance with the relevant UNSC
Resolutions calling for the return of Varosha to its lawful inhabitants and the
continuation of efforts to “open the city as part of the ‘trnc’”, along with a
continued reported limitation of UNFICYP from moving therein.

iv.  Continuation of “moves forward” into the buffer zone south of the
ceasefire line of the Turkish Forces. Violations reported in the SG Report on the
operation of UNFICYP in January 2024 continue.

v.  Continuous threats to proceed with the construction of a road in the buffer
zone, linking the occupied areas with the TK 15 position of the Turkish Forces,
in violation of the status quo and the agreement reached in October 2023. I wish
to recall the assault against UN Peacekeepers in the area in August 2023, that
was condemned in the UNSC Press Statement of 21 August 2023.

vi. The continuation of efforts in pursuit of the international upgrading of the
illegal secessionist entity, contrary to international law and relevant UN Security
Council Resolutions, in particular 541 (1983) and 550 (1984), which provide
that the declaration of the so called “trnc” is legally invalid and call on all states
not to recognize nor facilitate or in any way assist the aforementioned
secessionist entity.

vii. The persistence of the Turkish Cypriot side to demand the conclusion of a
“Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA)” with the UN, threatening to curtail the
activities of the UN Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus, contrary to the legally
binding principle that such agreements are being concluded only between the
UN and the governments of UN Member States that host peacekeeping
operations; in this case the Republic of Cyprus as enshrined in UN Security
Council Resolution 186 (1964) and reaffirmed in subsequent Resolutions.

viii. The illegal exploitation of properties in the occupied part of Cyprus
belonging to Greek Cypriot displaced persons, has also continued unabated, and
seems to have acquired new dimensions via the systematic promotion of
“foreign real estate investment”, contrary to fundamental principles of
International Law and relevant rulings by the European Court of Human Rights
in a multitude of cases. Apart from the flagrant illegality of such actions, this
constitutes yet another attempt to solidify the illegal fait accompli and to further
curtail prospects for a solution.

ix. The continuation of the upgrading of Tiirkiye’s military capabilities and
infrastructure in the occupied part of Cyprus, that does not only impact the
situation in Cyprus, but the military equilibrium and security in the Eastern
Mediterranean Region.

Against this backdrop, I wish to highlight the critical importance, especially at
this sensitive juncture, for the UNSC to call on Tiirkiye and the Turkish Cypriot
leadership to respect the basis for a solution as prescribed in the relevant Resolutions
and to stop impeding efforts towards the creation of a positive perspective.

Of equal importance is the need and to refrain from additional provocations and
violations, both on the ground in the buffer zone and in Varosha and in the occupied
areas but also in the maritime zones of the Republic of Cyprus.

Having in mind the serious challenges for peace and security in the broader
region and around the globe, I reiterate my strong determination to spare no effort in
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pursuit of a breakthrough that would lead us to a resumption of the negotiations and
the achievement of a solution on the basis prescribed by UN Security Council
Resolutions. I earnestly hope that all involved will engage in a spirit of good will
towards this end, pursuing win-win solutions that will guarantee the legitimate
interests of all Cypriots and will serve the indispensable need for an era of peace,
prosperity, security and stability in the Eastern Mediterranean.

Effective mechanism for military contacts

Given the need to defuse tensions, I maintain my readiness to discuss the
establishment of a mechanism for military contacts, between the opposing forces in
Cyprus, facilitated by UNFICYP.

Such a mechanism will comprise the National Guard and the Turkish occupation
forces, at the level of their Commanders or their designated representative, facilitated
by UNFICYP at respective level, in accordance with its mandate, as prescribed by the
UN Security Council Resolution 186 (1964).

Establishing the mechanism can be helpful, taking into account the continuous
violations of the relevant UN Security Council Resolutions, in Varosha, violations
and provocative actions along the buffer zone, the obstructions and interference on
behalf of the Turkish occupation forces to the ability of UNFICYP to perform its
duties, and the continuous upgrading of Tiirkiye’s military infrastructure in the
occupied part of Cyprus.

Committee on Missing Persons

The work of the Committee on Missing Persons in Cyprus (CMP) remains a
fundamental aspect of the peace process and the support of all parties is indeed
imperative. To draw attention and to express support to the vitally important
humanitarian work of the CMP, upon my initiative, a joint visit by myself and
Mr. Tatar to the anthropological laboratory of the CMP took place on July 28, 2023
and a joint call has been issued to accelerate the process of location, exhumation and
identification of remains of missing persons.

Tirkiye has a legal and an ethical obligation to provide information from its
archives in good faith, to help determine the fate of missing persons in Cyprus,
including information regarding primary locations of burial of missing persons, as
well as secondary locations given that a great number of remains were relocated and
to provide the CMP with access to those areas. Tiirkiye also has an obligation to
protect those burial sites, against construction and rehabilitation of the ground. This
would be a very significant Confidence Building Measure.

Given the critical passage of time and Tiirkiye’s unwillingness to comply, I wish
to reiterate my call for information from all countries and organizations that had a
military or police presence in Cyprus in 1963, 1964 and 1974 and might be in
possession of relevant archives.

It is also imperative for the Turkish Cypriot side to engage more constructively
and to contribute towards addressing the existing imbalance in the ratio of
identifications of missing persons which is currently 49,8% for the Greek Cypriot
missing persons and 59,9% for Turkish Cypriot missing persons.
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IV.

Technical Committees

The Technical Committees continue their work, aiming to alleviate the daily life
of people from the adverse effects of the status quo, within the framework of their
terms of reference as agreed between the leaders of the two communities since 8 July
2006, under UN auspices. Their work constitutes an integral part of the peace process
and subsequently of the overall effort for a solution.

Being fully aware of the importance attached by the UNSC to the aspect of
women’s full, equal and meaningful participation in the peace process, I am pleased
to note that the percentage of Greek Cypriot women members in the Technical
Committees has reached 45%, whereas the percentage of youth members is 10%. In
this regard, I reaffirm my intention to ensure, — through additional appointments —
that the Greek Cypriot members of the Technical Committees will comprise of an
equal number of men and women and that the participation of youth is going to be
further increased.

During the reporting period, the Technical Committees continued to undertake
a number of initiatives further building on their important work and have continued
to benefit from the crucial support provided through the renewed financial Support
Facility funded by the European Union for which I would like to reiterate my
appreciation.

Regrettably, there have been cases of their work being hampered, as a result of
attempts by the Turkish Cypriot side, to turn the Technical Committees into vehicles
for the promotion of cooperation between “separate administrations” in the overall
context of its “two states” policy.

This approach has led to delays, setbacks and even the cancelation of certain
projects, in particular those that bear greater potential to contribute towards a more
conducive environment and to have wider outreach and impact among the society and
subsequently towards the strengthening of the prospect for a solution and
reunification.

The most indicative example remains the Technical Committee on Education
where despite repeated calls from our side, the UN and international partners, the
Turkish Cypriot side has yet to reverse the decision it took in October 2022 to
suspend, its participation in the award-winning peace education project “Imagine”
and continues to hamper the implementation of another project aimed at developing
lesson modules that promote peace and reconciliation through education.

Since its first launch in October 2017, “Imagine” has provided the opportunity
to thousands of students and hundreds of teachers in both communities to take part in
this peace education effort and is widely recognized as having made a very significant
contribution to the promotion of a culture of peace and reconciliation.

The Technical Committee on Culture continues its work and has recently
organized a follow up networking event bringing together Greek Cypriot and Turkish
Cypriot artists. The creation of a website to highlight the work of the Technical
Committee is also progressing.

The Technical Committee on Crossings continues its work in the direction of
improvement of the operation of existing crossing points. The possible opening of
new crossing points has yet to progress due the position of the Turkish Cypriot side
that the discussion should be confined only to the one crossing point proposed by
them and their refusal to discuss proposals submitted thereto by us.
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The Technical Committee on Gender Equality has continued its work on the
implementation of the recommendations included in the Action Plan for women’s full,
equal and meaningful participation in the peace process.

The Technical Committee on Economic and Commercial Matters continues the
discussion on ways to further advance trade through the “Green Line Regulation”.

The Technical Committee on Crime and Criminal Matters has maintained a well-
functioning channel for contact and communication through the Joint Contact Rooms
(JCRs), in the effort to effectively respond to criminal activity.

The Technical Committee on Health has further continued its exchange of
information relating to infectious diseases including the monitoring of epidemics and
dangerous mosquito species. It has also continued to facilitate our response to Turkish
Cypriot requests for the provision of certain medicines.

The Technical Committee on Crisis Management has held discussions on a
simplified proposal submitted by the Greek Cypriot members for a crisis response
procedure prescribing the steps to be undertaken for effective response in the event
of a natural or human caused disaster or other crises.

The Technical Committee on the Environment has continued its engagement
with a variety of issues such as the exchange of information on tackling threats to
trees and crops posed by a variety of pests. It has maintained a steady output of work
while undertaking regular visits to areas of environmental interest, has recorded needs
and formulated proposals, including for the cleaning of water sources for wildlife.

The Technical Committee on Humanitarian Issues has resumed its meetings and
it is expected to soon be able to present tangible progress in its work.

The Technical Committee on Telecommunications and Broadcasting has worked
in implementing a project proposal, entitled “Transition to Green Energy: The Future
of Electronic Telecommunications”.

The Technical Committee on Cultural Heritage continues its outstanding work
for the restoration of monuments of Cyprus’ cultural heritage. The Committee has
rightfully received broad acknowledgement and recognition over the years and should
be further supported to continue and to enhance its important work.

Lastly, I would like to concur with the Secretary General’s assessment in the
Report on his Good Offices Mission of January 2024, that “While the work of the
technical committees and the positive impact of confidence-building measures is
important ... genuine progress towards reaching a consensus starting point for
meaningful, results-oriented negotiations leading to a mutually acceptable settlement
remains critical.”
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Actions taken by the Turkish Cypriot Side in support of
the relevant parts of the Security Council Resolution
2723 (2024)

As the President of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, I am committed
to a negotiated settlement of the 61-year-old Cyprus issue.

After a two-year delay due to the Greek Cypriot leader’s retraction from
agreement, the UN Secretary-General H.E. Antonio Guterres has appointed Ms Maria
Angela Holguin Cuéllar on 5 January 2024 as his Personal Envoy. We agreed to this
appointment on the condition that the mandate would not exceed six months and that
it would consist solely in exploring whether common ground exists or not between
the two Sides to start a new and formal negotiation process. We made this clear to the
Secretary-General and through our public statements. Since then, I have been working
closely with Ms Holguin.

My first encounter with the Personal Envoy was on 30 January 2024 when she
paid her first visit to the Island. During our meeting, I had the opportunity to explain
to her in detail the historical context of the Cyprus issue, starting from 1963 with the
collapse and transformation of the partnership state of the 1960 Republic of Cyprus
into a Greek Cypriot administration, the ongoing injustice resulting from the
deprivation of the inherent rights of my People, and the failure of 56-years-long
negotiations to secure a settlement on the basis of now exhausted bi-zonal,
bi-communal federation, which ultimately led us to formulate our new vision for a
settlement.

I briefed the Personal Envoy about our new vision which we shared in Geneva
in April 2021 at the 5+UN informal meeting, that is a settlement based on sovereign
equality and equal international status, and the cooperation of the two existing States
on the Island. I reiterated to Ms Holguin my readiness to engage in a new and formal
negotiation process following the reaffirmation of our inherent rights, underlining
that a priori status equalization is a must for a sustainable future on the Island. I had
another chance to get together with her at a dinner to continue our exchange.

The second visit of the Personal Envoy which took place in March 2024
coincided with the commemoration of the 60th anniversary of the deployment of UN
force in Cyprus in 1964. Resolution 186 was adopted by the UN Security Council to
deploy peacekeeping force in Cyprus (UNFICYP) to stop the targeted attacks and
bloodshed against the Turkish Cypriot civilians. Resolution 186 also included
elements which awarded the Greek Cypriot perpetrator as the legitimate Government,
thereby creating the ongoing unacceptable and unsustainable status quo on the Island.

In response to Ms Holguin’s request, and as a sign of my support to her mission,
I explained the initial steps towards the reaffirmation of sovereign equality and equal
international status of the Turkish Cypriot People in concrete terms. In this context, I
explained to her in detail the 3Ds, namely the initiation of direct flights, direct trade,
as well as direct contacts of the Turkish Cypriot leadership with international
counterparts (3Ds). I emphasized that the realization of these 3Ds must be
irreversible, not depend on the approval or rejection of the Greek Cypriot side and
not be linked with an eventual final settlement. I expressed my readiness to consider
to talk with my Greek Cypriot counterpart on how to ensure a just and sustainable
future for our Island following the implementation of the 3Ds. I appreciated the
Personal Envoy’s receptive approach when I requested her to take up 3Ds during her
deliberations at the relevant capitals as the onus was on the international community
to act towards lifting of the isolation on the Turkish Cypriot People. I explained to
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her that the isolation which deprives my People from the enjoyment of their basic
human rights has been ongoing because of the unfulfilled undertakings of the
international community.

Following the meeting of the UN Secretary-General with the Greek Cypriot
leader in Brussels, I have asked for a meeting with the UN Secretary-General in line
with the principle of reciprocity. I appreciated to have the opportunity to meet with
H.E. Guterres on 5 April 2024 at the UN Headquarters in New York. I informed the
Secretary-General about our meetings with Ms Holguin, and shared our expectation
on the implementation of the 3Ds. I also raised the necessity of giving a clear message
to the Greek Cypriot leadership to put an end to its obstructionist and isolationist
policies. I also conveyed to His Excellency my readiness to consider to talk with my
Greek Cypriot counterpart on how to ensure a just and sustainable settlement to the
Cyprus issue following the implementation of these initial steps.

On 8 May 2024, I met with Ms Holguin during her third visit to the Island. I
shared with her my concern regarding the escalating Greek Cypriot oppression against
my People, as demonstrated by recent incidents. I underlined to the Personal Envoy
that the Greek Cypriot leadership has been pursuing these policies unlawfully and
unjustly under the pretext that they are the legitimate Government of the defunct 1960
Republic of Cyprus, with the support of the international community. Since the 1974
Peace Operation, there exists on the Island a modus vivendi which the Greek Cypriot
side has been trying to render invisible at the international arena. I have also explained
that the presence of the Turkish Armed Forces has been the main deterrent factor,
ensuring the sustenance of peace and stability on the Island.

When I asked the Personal Envoy to share with me her impressions from her
visits to the relevant capitals, she merely mentioned the general support expressed by
the relevant parties for a conversation and she suggested a trilateral meeting with the
Special Representative and Negotiator to take up this issue. She did not give any
information on the deliverability of the 3Ds.

I told the Personal Envoy that 3D’s are not subject to a give-and-take, and that
we will not negotiate the acknowledgment of our inherent rights with anyone.
Furthermore, I clarified that discussing 3Ds with the Greek Cypriot side would give
them the opportunity to create the impression that 3Ds are something that can be
delivered only with their consent. I reiterated to the Personal Envoy that failure on
the part of the international community to take action towards lifting of the isolation
would only serve the management of the unsustainable and unacceptable status quo.
I stressed that if the international community was sincere in their support for a
settlement, then they had to stop the Greek Cypriot leadership from abusing the
Turkish Cypriot People and take the necessary steps towards lifting the isolation. I
also explained to Ms Holguin the elements that I saw instrumental to be addressed in
her report to the UN Secretary-General at the end of her mandate so as to leave room
for a change in the rules of the game.

I met with Ms Holguin again on 13 May 2024 and expressed my disappointment
concerning her remarks to the media even before our scheduled initial meeting. I
reminded her about the mutual understanding we have reached upon her request on
refraining from communicating through the media. In this context, I drew her
attention to her mandate which is with the leaders, and that it is the democratically
elected leaders who have the capacity to represent the views of their respective
Peoples. I also requested her to pursue our expectations regarding 3Ds.

I am committed to continue to support the Personal Envoy of the UN Secretary -
General until the end of her tenure in July 2024. I expect her to report that there is no
common ground to start a new and formal negotiation process. Unfortunately, the
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escalation of the oppression, obstruction, and isolation on my People after the
appointment of the Personal Envoy does not leave much prospect for hope.

Negotiation processes on the same exhausted basis have provided the Greek
Cypriot side the pretext to continue to remain in their comfort zone, which they favour
over any arrangement in which they would have to share power and prosperity with
the Turkish Cypriot side. Their rejection to share power and prosperity with Turkish
Cypriots has also been confirmed by the late UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan in
his report to the UN Security Council dated 28 May 2004 following the Greek Cypriot
rejection of the comprehensive settlement in the separate and simultaneous referenda
held on 24 April 2004.

A result-oriented process that will lead to a final settlement of the Cyprus issue
once and for all can only be achieved through status equalization.

I expect the Personal Envoy to take a snapshot of the situation and to reflect
objectively in her report to the UN Secretary-General the facts on the ground so as to
give a chance to a just, fair and sustainable settlement to the Cyprus issue.

Technical Committees

Technical Committees are a valuable tool for cooperation and trust building on
the Island. They are a medium for formal communication, as well as the venue for
focused dialogue on issues of mutual concern that would otherwise not possibly be
dealt with unilaterally in the absence of joint and concerted action of the two Sides.

I support the work of the Technical Committees and I am convinced that their
effective and smooth functioning will considerably be improved with the appointment
of relevant officials with decision-making capacities enabling them to respond in a
timely manner to matters requiring our urgent attention. I once again urge my Greek
Cypriot counterpart to do so as a sign of his goodwill and willingness to make the
Committees work.

During the reporting period, as I went ahead with the revision of the Turkish
Cypriot members of the Technical Committees, I kept this in mind together with the
importance of ensuring, to the extent possible, the effective participation of women
and youth in line with the UN Security Council Resolution 1325. The Greek Cypriot
leader is yet to reciprocate.

The Technical Committee on Environment completed its training project on the
pruning of carob trees in the buffer zone. Already agreed three projects mentioned in
the previous reporting period are at the implementation stage. A new fast track project
aimed at ensuring water sustainability for wildlife in the buffer zone has been agreed.
An important achievement of the Committee in this period has been to start dialogue
on the citrus bug between the relevant departments of the two Sides. It took,
nevertheless, the Greek Cypriot side two months to appoint its expert. As a result of
this delay, the Committee could not work on the processionary moth in a timely
manner which caused irreparable damage to the pine trees on both Sides of the island.

The Technical Committee on Economic and Commercial Matters has continued
discussions on the exchange of worn-out Euro banknotes, which have yet to be
resolved due to the non-cooperative approach of the Greek Cypriot side.

The previously agreed project entitled Young Professionals Internship Program
is now being implemented. Three Turkish Cypriots have already begun their
internships in South Cyprus, but no Greek Cypriot has so far applied to a firm in
North Cyprus.
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The Committee have continued to discuss ways to increase economic and
commercial activities between the two Sides.

No progress could be achieved on the opening of Haspolat crossing point
exclusively for economic and commercial activities due to the intransigent stance of
the Greek Cypriot side.

The Technical Committee on Culture, as a follow-up to the first, organized the
Connecting Arts-2 event on 25 May 2024 that enabled interaction between the Turkish
Cypriot and Greek Cypriot artists.

The Technical Committee on Broadcasting had reached an agreement, upon the
initiative of the Turkish Cypriot Side, to increase awareness on the impact of energy
consumption in telecommunications on the environment to encourage stakeholders to
adopt green energy solutions to this end and decided to organize a seminar for this
purpose. However, the Greek Cypriot side insisted that sector representatives attend
in their personal capacities without disclosing their companies as a result of which
modalities on the webinar resulted in delays.

The Technical Committee on Health is currently in the third phase of its vector-
borne diseases project, also known as the Mosquito Project, and is working on the
West Nile virus, which requires urgent attention. The long-inactive ad-hoc Veterinary
Committee has resumed its work at the initiative of the Turkish Cypriot Side. The ad-
hoc Committee is currently working to enable the crossing of cats and dogs
accompanied by their owners from crossing points.

The Technical Committee on Crisis Management has continued its work on the
Protocol for Effective Communication in human-made and natural disasters.
Nevertheless, the reluctance of the Greek Cypriot side to move forward on this highly
important matter has prevented the Committee from reaching an agreement ahead of
the fire season.

The Technical Committee on Crime and Criminal Matters has maintained
cooperation on the handing over of criminals and timely information sharing about
crimes and criminals. The Committee organized a seminar on cyber-crimes with the
participation of experts from both sides on 5 June 2024.

The Technical Committee on Cultural Heritage continues its work on numerous
projects aimed at preserving archaeological, religious, and secular cultural heritage
monuments and sites on both Sides. An agreement has been reached to start
conservation of eight cemeteries, four on each side. Furthermore, the Committee in
collaboration with the Technical Committee on Environment decided to work on
landscaping around some of its projects.

Strengthened by the newly appointed Turkish Cypriot Members, the Technical
Committee on Humanitarian Affairs continues working on disability inclusion, rights
of the elderly, and recently the humanitarian aspects of global warming.

The Technical Committee on Gender Equality is working on recommendations
to fight stereotyping as regards professions attributed to women on both Sides within
the context of the action plan.

The Turkish Cypriot Side has strengthened the Technical Committee on
Education and appointed additional Turkish Cypriot Members, including a new
Co-chair. The Committee’s focus is on creating new projects.

The Technical Committee on Crossings has continued its work on improving the
infrastructure at Metehan crossing point on both Sides, which will include a special
pedestrian lane through the buffer zone.
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Additionally, the lack of a positive response to our proposal to open the Haspolat
crossing point, which would significantly contribute to ease the congestion on the
Metehan crossing point, is disappointing. We expect that the Haspolat crossing point,
which is supported by the business communities on both Sides of the island, will be
opened as soon as possible to give a new impetus to economic cooperation.

Disruptive Effect of the Greek Cypriot Education System

The Greek Cypriot education system continues to promote racism and
intolerance towards Turkish Cypriots and indoctrinate the young minds with enmity,
prejudice, and xenophobia, through educational materials, including textbooks. This
major challenge has to be addressed as a matter of urgency if we are to build trust and
confidence among Turkish Cypriot and Greek Cypriot youth.

The most recent demonstration of this long-standing policy is a circular issued
by the Greek Cypriot “education ministry” on 3 January 2024. Let me share with you
the following passage from a poem from which the Greek Cypriot secondary students
are invited to draw inspiration within the context of a call for competition:

On the window of the ruined house,

Hangs a baby whose hand is cut off,

Did this child want to say farewell?

Her/His only crime was to wave through the window,
And they cut off his hand!

Additionally, incorporating yet another “commemoration” date into academic
calendar breeds further enmity among Greek Cypriot youth towards Turkish Cypriots.

Obstructionist and Isolationist Policies of the Greek Cypriot leadership

During this reporting period, we have witnessed a dramatic surge in
obstructionist and isolationist policies of the Greek Cypriot leadership towards
Turkish Cypriot People, as well as the Turkish Cypriot Leadership.

The Greek Cypriot leadership is up in arms to obstruct the engagement of the
TRNC with the Turkic world. Moreover, they have tried to prevent my participation
at the 15th Summit of Heads of State and Governments of the Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) by blackmailing the OIC Member States unilaterally as well as,
through concerted diplomatic demarches with the EU.

These obstructions were accompanied by a publicly announced intimidation
campaign against my People, by using EU instruments.

The Greek Cypriot side has been abusing its EU membership to further its
obstructionist policies, after the EU has imported the Cyprus issue into the bloc 20
years ago, violating the 1960 international treaties on Cyprus, as well as its own
membership criteria, by unilaterally accepting Greek Cypriots as a full member.

Furthermore, the participation of Turkish Cypriot companies to a tourism fair
held in Helsinki has also been prevented, as Greece and the Greek Cypriot side
intervened and blackmailed the organization with withdrawing from the event.

The Turkish Cypriot People, especially our youth, have to be given a breathing
space and allowed to take their rightful place in the international fora. The
responsibility falls upon the international community to stop this abusive relationship
perpetrated by the Greek Cypriot leadership which has been ongoing for the past 61
years.
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The Committee on Missing Persons

The Committee on Missing Persons (CMP) has continued its effective work
during this reporting period.

The exhumations of 37 Turkish Cypriot innocent women and children who were
brutally killed and buried at the mass grave in Atlilar were completed by CMP,
following delays caused by Greek Cypriot political considerations. The identification
process is ongoing.

During the reporting period, we have continued to support CMP by providing it
with the information it has requested. In this context, the Office of the Turkish Cypriot
Member has continued to have access to the aerial photos dating from 1974 which
helps them to assess the credibility of the information at hand prior to making a
reasoned decision on exhumation. The Office of Turkish Cypriot Member has checked
a total of 45 different coordinates in 32 different regions during this period.

CMP has excavated in 30 suspected burial sites in the TRNC during the
reporting period; completed excavations in 3 military areas and there is an additional
ongoing excavation in another military area which started on 27 May 2024.

To sustain the continuation of the effective work of CMP, TRNC has been
contributing financially. In addition to support provided to the Office of the Turkish
Cypriot Member from the budget, the total additional contributions to CMP to date
reached EUR 583,000.

CMP has identified 11 missing persons who were on CMP’s official list during
the reporting period; 2 Turkish Cypriot and 9 Greek Cypriot.

Status of UNFICYP operations in the TRNC

The discussions on a legal framework on UNFICYP operations between the
TRNC and the UN have continued during this reporting period. Upon the request of
the UN, TRNC Ministry of Foreign Affairs has shared with the UN an official
proposal on 29 March 2024 to define in a legal framework the relationship and the
modalities of the operation of UNFICYP within the TRNC and the buffer zone.

The evaluation by the relevant departments of the UN is currently underway.
Our expectation is to finalize this legal framework as soon as possible.

Hellim/Halloumi

Despite the adoption of enabling EU legislation over three years ago, Protected
Designation of Origin (PDO)-compliant Hellim/Halloumi produced by Turkish
Cypriots can still not be traded through the Green Line.

All outstanding issues identified during the previous reporting period remain
unresolved. A body to conduct Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) checks is still not
appointed and the Turkish Cypriot producers who have managed to successfully
undergo checks for PDO compliance are facing new challenges due to unilateral
changes by the Greek Cypriot side.

The discrimination against Turkish Cypriot producers even on a common,
registered product, that was introduced as a tool to diminish the economic disparity
between the two economies on the Island, should stop as a matter of urgency.
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Hydrocarbons

Hydrocarbon resources, which are co-owned, should be turned from an area of
contention to an area of cooperation. The proposal I have submitted on 1 July 2022
remains on the table and should be utilized to foster the needed cooperation on the
Island. I stand ready to take up this issue whenever my Greek Cypriot counterpart is
ready.

Maras

Applications by former Greek Cypriot inhabitants to the Immovable Property
Commission (IPC) concerning the properties located in the closed part of Maras has
been on the rise. The number of applications has increased to 513 in this period. The
proceedings before the IPC on these applications are ongoing.

24-11448



