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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE WORLD FOOD COUNCIL
AT ITS SIXTEENTH MINISTERIAL SESSION

1. Under the Presidency of Mr. Youssef Amin  Wally, Deputv Prime Minister and
Minister for Agriculture and Land Reclamation of Egypt, we, the Ministers and
plenipotentiaries  of ;he World Food Council, met at Bangkok, Thailand, for the
sixteenth session of the Council, from 21 to 24 May 1990. We reviewed the progress
made in the implementation of the Cairo Declaration, which we had adopted at our
fiftemth  session last  year , A/ and discussed new steps for pragmatic action to
meet ehe growing challenges to fight hunger and malnutrition in the 1990s.

2. In adopting the Cairo Declaration last year, we, the member nations of the
World Food Council committed ourselves to set an example for the rest tf the world
by putting into place effective policies and programmes to reduce hunger and
malnutrition in our countries and at the global level. As a step in that
d i re c t i on , we reviewed our policiet  individually and took note of the findings of
those reviews in regional consultations held at San Jose, Cairo, Bangkok and Paris
between December 1989 and March 1990. Among the encouraging results from those
consultations is  the growing convargence in the perception of  pol icy  priorit ies
among countries. Above all, there is now greater concern to make the improvement
of the human condition a central objective of development, as we had stressed at
our sessions at Beijing and Nicosia in 1907 and 1988.

3. Since the fifteenth session of the Council, important developments have been
taking place in the international political and economic fields. Peace and
disarmament efforts have continued, raising hopes that swords may finally be turned
to ploughshares. Several countries consider that recent events directed at
po l i t i ca l  r e conc i l i a t i on , such as the unification of the two German States and the
two Yemen States, and the momentous changes in Eastern Europe, provide both
opportunities and challenges for the improvement of the human condition in the
world and an environment for peace and development in the framework of democracy
and justice. The just-concluded eighteenth special session of the United Nations
General Assembly devoted to international economic co-operation, in particular the
revitalieation of economic growth and development of the developing countries, has
created an environment for improved international dialogue and economic
co-operation and drawn attention to hunger and poverty *. pr iority  concerns of  the
world community. In that context, the present session of the Council reflects
world political and economic changes. We, the members of the World Food Council,
bel ieve, therefore, that the policy role of the Council has become more important.

4. These and other developments give us reason to believe that the 1990s provide
an historic opportunity to reverse the trend of growing hunger and jointly build a
more equitable, just, peaceful world which will be a better home to live in for all
people. To seize this opportunity, we must turn our energies fully towards the
challenges ahead and apply our knowledge and resources more efficiently to the
elimination of hunger. In our deliberations here at Bangkok, we have agreed to
work together towards our common objective with an increased sense of urgency and
have identified practical steps to ensure that this decacle’s  opportunity will not
be lost-.
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r fxu&imms to waste hwnen

5 . At a time when the world is undergoing dramatic political changes which offer
mankind the prospects for real peace and prosperity, the destruction and waste of
human lives through hunger and malnutrition continue to grow. Against this cruel
rea l i ty , we can derive little consolation from the fact that the world is now
feeding 1.2 billion more people than at the time of the 1974 World Food
Conference. Nor can we be satiafied by long-term trends of declining famine
deaths, when the number of people threatened every year by starvation through
man-made and natural calamities remains unacceptably high. We are  especial ly
concerned about the current sharp deterioration of the food situation in large
parts of Africa and in other developing regions.

6. In the 10806, the number of hungry people increased to some 550 million.
Although the largest increases occurred in sub-Saharan Africa, the majority of
undernourished people are still to be found in Asia. The number of malnourished
children also increased in the last decade, which in many countries saw a slow-down
or a reversal of earlier progress in reducing child malnutrition and mortality.
And nutritional-deficiency diseases have continued to take a heavy toll of ruined
l ives  and lost  productivity . Hunger , malnutrition and poverty are not the tragic
privilege of the developing countries alone; they are also growing in parts of the
industrialized  world ,  despite  continuil economic growth.

7. On the food production side, cereal output has fallen short of consumption for
three consecutive years, leaving world stocks at the lowest level since 1981, just
above the level of 17 per cent of global consumption, which the Food and
Agriculture Orgtinieation  of the United Nations (FAO) designated as the level
necessary to keep minimum food security. Partly as a consequence, global food aid
flows to low-income food-deficit developing countries declined in 1988189 and have
fai led to  recover  so  Zar.

8. The deterioration in the economic conditions in many developing countries in
the 1980s has particularly affected the hungry poor. The persistence of economic
problems, as a  result  of  the appl icat ion of  internal  pol ic ies  and,  especial ly ,  o f
external  factors  such as  debt ,  as  wel l  as  increases in real  interest  rates ,  fal l ing
commodity prices and trade protectionism, and the growing challenges of increasing
populations and environmental degradation, cast a disturbing shadow on the
prospects for reducing world hunger in the 1990s. But with a greater sense of
common purpose, these challenges can he met.

ds greater co-ooeratlve wion b-uIntries  i n  t h e  1990s

9. The primary responsibility for the E .&nation of hunger belongs to each
country, but achievements will be greatest when countries work together. Our
regional consultations demonstrated brcadly  based agreement on the need in most
countries for more human-centred development, backed by economic growth. But  to
serve the improvement of the human condition, economic growth must be achieved
through broader participation of all people in the Productive processes and n more
equitable sharing of their benefits. We agree that growth patterns must he
environmentally, economically, racially and culturally sustainable. Mod oration of
population growth is  cr it ical  in thost countries where it is too high to permit
sustainable development. Within this framework. a more market-oriented economy
Plays an important role in improving ecctrromic  ef ficienfly and, as an euqine to
growth, by unleashing tho productive energies of people.

-3-



10. Current trends of environmental deterioration, if allowed to continue unchecked
suff ic iently ,  wi l l  jeopardise  the food security  of  future generat ions and,  thus,
the survival of us all. In that connection, we are particularly concerned about
the global-warming problem, cause by the “greenhouse ef feet”  , as well as
desert i f icatfon and deforestat ion, and its impact on future world agricultural
productivity. That problem can only be solved by the determined, joint efforts of
all the countries and all the peoples of the world. While addressing the causes of
the global-warming problem, we must also be prepared to examine potential
alternative agricultural production systems to ree;;ond  to possible climatic changes
as well as other environmental problems in different regions. In that regard, the
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, to be held in Brasil in
1992, will be an important forum, for the preparations of which the members of the
Council will seek to make a major contribution.

11. In this connection, Council members urge individual countries to take
effective measures for the prevention of soil and environmental degradation,
deforestat ion and desert i f icat ion.

12 l The members of the World Food Council welcome with satisfaction the Food Aid
Sahel Charter adopted by the Perr.anent  I, ce P-State  Committee for Drought Control in
the Sahel (CILSS) Conference in February 1990, espec ia l l y  t h e  provisior. concerniny
the utilizetion  of counterpart funds generated by bilateral and multilateral food
aid for development activities, particularly those having food security as their
object ives .

13. There is a m,?.i for accelerating progress in the trade negotiations in the
Uruguay Round of the General ,1qreement  on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), including trade
in agriculture. Members of the Council once again, as in earlier sessions,
underline the importance 09 .torporating  agriculture effectively into GATT rules
and disciplines, in order to achieve, in the last decade of this century, a more
just and open world trading system. Council mombers request the secretariat to
report to their next session on the outcome ot the agricultural trade negotiations
of the Uruguay Round in relation to its food security implications and other
aspects coming under the mandate of the World Food Council.

14. Given the growing convergence of our perceptions of objectives and the means
to meet them, we, the members of the Council, can now move towards accelerated and
more ef fect ive  col laboration atnonr, ourselves and with all intarested countries to
implement identi f ied priority  act ivit ies  with in  the Cairo Declaration ’s  pol icy
framework for the 1990s. In doing so, we are also looking to tho continuing
support of multilateral agencies and non-governmental orqanizations.

15. .,t Cairo,. the Council members had agreed to make every effort to achieve, in
the 199Os, four broad hunger-alleviation goals: the elimination of starvation and
death caused by famine: a substantial reduction of malnutrition and mortality among
young children; a tangible reduction in chronic hunger; and the elimination of
major  nutrit ional-def ic iency diseases. Our policy review suggests that most
countries have yet to set specific goals and tarqets in these four areas, and we
call on them to do so urgently.

16. Country food strategies integrated in an overall human-centred development
approach provide a framework for co-ordinated action in the artas  of food
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production, distribution, consumption and nutrition to meet those goals. Valuable
experience has been gained with food strategies in the 1980s to guide improved
e f f o r t s  in  the  i990e. The Council notes the willingness of the African Development
Bank and several bilateral and multilateral donors to assist countries in further
aseeasing  their experience with a view to improving future policy deeign and
implementation. These assessments should include an analysis of the role of the
private sector in netional and agricultural development strategies, and we request
the secretariat to present a review of this to the Council at its seventieenth
session.

17, The Council is also encouraged by the initiatives of the World Bank and FA0 t0
provide food-security  pol icy  assistance to  interested African countries .  We cal l
on these institutions to associate other international agencies and non-governmental
organizations in these efforts, making full use of the complementary capacities and
competence of various organizations. In this connection, we note with satisfaction
the progress made by the Council’s secretariat in aflvancing food-policy management
training in Africa, and welcome the Prezident’s  proposal to hold an interrogional
consultation next year on the food production challenges in the 199Os,  w:lich would
gather representatives from Governments, private sector, research and funding
institutions, together with concerned regional and international institutions, and
ndn-governme.fital  organizations.

18. Within the food-strategy frsmework, greater efforts will be needed to increase
the productivity and incomes of small farmers and encourage them to adopt
environmentally sustainable production practices: to promote rural and urban
employment-generating pclicies and programmes; to implement more effective targeted
food-subsidy and nutrition progrenunesr  to promote measures in support of women,
which take into consideration their needs and full contribution to the development
process; to strengthen and build domestic institutions,  with appropriate emphasis
on private-sector and “grass-roots” institutions) and to strengthen national data
col lect ion and analytical  capabi l i t ies  to  monitor , evaluate and pian progress
towards hunger alleviation goals.

19. Our policy review points to the need for a greater integraLi.;,  1.f food
strategies with macro-economic policies. In this connection, we elrkhadise the
importance of integrating food-security and poverty-alleviation objsctives  into
economic adjustment programmes to ensure not only that the food-security levels of
low-income groups are protected during adjustment, but alao that adjustment leads
to long-term, sustainable reductions of hunger and malnutrition. We take note,
with satisfact ion, of the continuing consultations between the Council and the
International Monetary Fund (IMF)  directed at the improved understanding between
the international financial institutions and Governments concerning the possible
integration of food-.security  considerations in adjustment programmes. We are also
encouraged by the continuing work of the Informal Group on the Impact of Economic
Adjustment on Food Security and Nutrition, which is convened by the World Food
Counci 1, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), and the International Labour
Organisation, gathering all relevant international agencies. We request that all
these efforts be? pursued further.

20 . Raising agricultural production through increased productivity, together with
imarovements in  d i s t r ibut i on , processing and reductions in post-harvest losses, are
t!*ntral cnmponents o f  f o od  s t ra teg i e s . Council members call for the renewal of the
Green Revvlution.
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21. This renewal would be based on a combination l)f existing knowledge and recent
advancements in biotechnology coupled with regional integreted development
programmes directed at facilitating the transfer of technologies between the
developed and developing countries and between the latter countries, and the
dissemination of technologies among farmers by effective means of extension.
Efforts would include strengthening support for existing national research
institutions coupled with improvements in the interaction between national centres
and the international network of centres of the Consultative Group on International
Agricultural Research (CGIAR), and better co-crdinated bilateral and multilateral
assistance in support of integrated national and regional research and development
programmes. This would not only enhance food production and hence contribute to
tho elimination of hunger, but would also provide a framework for better
co-operation among nations in the same region. Moreover, it would optimize the use
of limited resources from donors, as well as the scarce natural resources available
in developing regions.

22. As an initial step, we request the secretariat to prepare, in consultation
with relevant agencies, for the seventeenth session of the Council,  a review of
ongoing national ancl  internatitinal  research and development and related training
activities, including an assessment of the potential for extending the Green
Revolution impact in Asia, for making greater use of existing technology in Africa
and Latin America, and for a major technological breakthrough to feed the 8 billion
of us who will be here 111 the first 20 years of the next century.

23. We, the members of the Council, note  with sat is fact ion the ef forts  of
developed countries to focus their development co-operation policies more sharply
on hunger and poverty alleviation, as evidenced in the December 1989 Policy
Statement by ministers of co-operation and heads of aid agencies of the members of
the Development Assistance Committee (DAC) of the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development (OECD). We recommend that the developed-country
members of the Council undertake an assessment of h\=;. this greattr  hunger and
poverty focus is ,  in  pract ice , being translated into  country-speci f ic  aid
programmes and projects, and how these actually affect the hungry poor, for
consideration by the Council at its seventeenth session.

24. At the same time, we arn most concerned that developed countries’  policy
objectives are not matched by adequate resource support. In their December 1989
policy statement, DAC members acknowledge that the alleviation of hunger and
poverty wil l  require  substantial  addit ional  aid ef forts ,  both quantitat ively  and
qua l i ta t ive ly . Current projections suggest that in the 3990s official development
assistance (ODA) growth rates will be below those achieved in the 198Os,  and that
the aid effort in the 1990s will thus be relatively less rather than suhdtantially
more, unless developed countries take the necessary steps tn reconcile their
resource commitments with policy objectives.

25. We call on the developed-country members of the Council to implement the
undertakings they have made t.o attain t.he  international target of Jevoting
0.7 per cent of their gross national product. (GNP) to official development
assistance. In full solidarity with the peoples of Easter11  Europe, who are
carrying out radical  ecutlumic: r-@forms, we urge that co-operation be extendec? to
them, but not at the expense of developing countries. 111 that regard, we are
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encouraged by the statements of a number of developed countrieo  that they will at
lso6t maintain ODA flow6 to developing countries.

26. While calling for increased aid flows, we also emphasise the overriding
importance of improving the overall economic environment, including more efrective
approaches to the debt problem, increased non-ODA resource flow6 to the developing
countries, through trade liberalieation  and better terms-of-trade and private
investments.

27. Following our call last year for better co-ordinate8 efforts to fight hunger
and poverty, we reviewed co-ordination i66Ue6 at the national and international
level, with emphasis on the agencies of the United Nation6 system. In our regional
consultations, developing countries emphasi6ed  that co-ordination of external
assistance is primarily the rtisponsibility  of the developing countries themselves
and would be facilitated by better co-ordination of their domestic activities.
Many of them expressed the de6jre to receive external assistance for improving
their management capacity in order to better co-ordinate both dom66tiC and external
action to reduce hunger. Developed countries at the Paris consultation confirmed
the i r  readfne66  t o  a s s i s t .

28. Our review of co-ordination issue6 in the United Nations system point6 out
that  tho act ivit ies  of  6ome 35 international  agencies  are s ignif icantly  related to
hungor problem6. While these agencies are engaged in various food-security related
f i e lds , few focus sharply on hunger alleviation. The greatest co-ordination
problem6 persist at the country level and it should be noted that international
ageacie6  still  are typically perceived to Compete excessively. In the light of the
growing complexity of hunger and poverty problems, the role of the World Food
Council in providing a central, undivided focus on hunger within the United Nations
system is now more important than at the time of it6 establishment 16 year6 ago.

29. Council member6 agree to encourage an enhanced hunger focus and improved
co-ordination between ~11 relevant international age1lcies  and governing bodies.
Council members welcome the proposal endorsed by the Secretary-General of the
United Nation6 for the creation of an inter-secretariat consultative mechanism
among the four Rome-based food organisations. The Council members also request the
World Food Council President and Executive Director to consult with the executive
head6 of the concerned agencies and the United Nation6 Director-General for
Development and International  Economic Co-operation in this regard.

30. In the context of the Cairo Declaration’s emphasis on South-South
co-operation, we note with satisfaction the adoption, by the United Nation6
Development Programme (UNDP), of t.he “Umbrella Project for the Promotion of
Roqionnl and South-South Co-operation in the Food and Agriculture Sector” and the
step taken for its implementation.

31. Having hsurd the Executive Director’6 oral report on the follow-up to our
Cairo I~roposal  for an international agreement. on the safe passage of emergency food
aid to people Rffected  by civil strife, war and natural disaster6,  we, the member6
0L the Council, request that he further consult with all condarned  institutions on
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the development of guidelines for  more affective  measures to enaure  the safe
passage of emergency food aid, and recommend that the Secretary-General consider
seeking the support of the General Assembly, at its forty-fifth session, for
drawing up an international draft agreement.

32, As part  o f  our  ef forts  to  raise  the level  of  pol it ical  support  for  the
eradication of hunger and malnutrition, we request the Council members belonging to
the Group of the seven most industrialised countries to bring the results of our
Bangkok deliberations to the uttention of the Qroup’s next summit meeting to be
held in the United States in July 1990. We also agree’to promote hunger and
poverty alleviation and the improvement of the human condition as central
development objectives in the Second United Nations Conference on the Least
Developed Countries (Paris, September 19901, the World Summit for Children (New
York, September 19901, and in the negotiations to formulate th? United Nations
International Development Strategy for the fourth United Nations development decade.

33. Council members reiterate the role of the World Food Council in co-ordinating
the range of  issues identified for ongoing and further action. We emphasise the
importance of the Council in collaborating with the relevant United Nations
agencies  in  order  to  avoid BuplicatiLn and maximise the  e f fect iveness  of  l imited
resources.

34. We, the Ministers and plenipotentiaries of the World Food Council, have agreed
to report on progress in the implementation of the above recommendations in our
countries to the Council at jts seventeenth session.
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PART TWO

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL
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I* ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS

1. The sixteenth ministerial session of the World Food Council was held at
Bangkok, from 21 to 24 May 1990. It wits opened by the President of the Council,
Mr. Youssef Amin Wallv, Deputy Prime Minister of Egypt and Minister for
Agriculture and Land Reclamation, in the presence of Her Royal Highness
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn of Thailand. A message from the Secretary-Gentiral
of the United Nations was read by the Executive Director, Mr. Gerald Ion Trant.
Her Royal Highness delivered the inaugural address.

2, At the time of the session, the Council comprised the following 36 States:

Argentina,*** Australia,** Bulgaria,* Burundi,*** Canada,* Cape Verde,**
China, *, C6te d’Ivoire,* Cyprus, fi* Democratic Yemen,*** Denmark,*** Ecuador,**
Egypt,*fi*  France,*‘** German Democratic Republic,** Germany, Federal Republic
of, *h Quatemala,  ** Hungary, *** Indonesia,* Iran (Islamic Republic of),**fi
Italy,**fi  Japan,fi**  Madagascar, * Mexico,*  Niger,**  Paraguay,“”  Peru,*‘**
Rwanda,*** Syrian Arab Hopublic,**  Thailand,* Turkey,* Union of Soviet
Social ist  Republics , I+* United States of America,* Uruguay,* Zambia* and
Zimbabwe.*h

+J Term of office expires on 31 December 1990.

** Term of office expires on 31 December 1991.

*h* Term of office expires on 31 December 1992.

3. The session was attended by the following States members of the Council!
Argentina, Australia, Bulgaria, Burundi, Canada, China, C6te d’Ivoire,  Cyprus,
Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Egypt, France, German Democratic Republic, Germany,
Federal Republic of, Hungary, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic  o f ) ,  Italy ,  Japan,
Madagascar, Mexico, Rwanda, Thailand, Turkey, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
United States of America, Uruguay and Zambia.

4. Observers from the following States non-members of the Council were present:
Angola, Bangladesh, Cameroon, Chile, Congo, Ethiopia, Finland, Gabon, Greece, Holy
See, Xsrael, Kenya, Lesotho, Mauritania, Morocco, Netherlands, Nigeria,
Philippines, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Senegal, Sweden, Tunisia, Uganda ancl
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

5. The following United Nations bodies and specializn(1  agencies were
represented: ESCAP, the I.Jnited  Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat),
UNICEF, UNDP, UNEP, WFP, ILO, FAU, WHO, World Bank, IMF, IFAD and UNIDO.
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6. Observers from the following intergovernmental organisations were present1
EEC (Council of Ministers and Commission of the European Communities), ESlamiC
Development Bank and Organieation  of African Unity.

7. Observers from the following non-governmental organisations were also
present: International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage and Lutheran World
Federation.

c* Officers
8, The following officers of the Council were present1

w! Mr .  Yousse f  Amin  Wally (Egypt )

Vice-Presi,,&&&@f  Mr. Charoen Kanthawongs (Thailand)
Mr. Yovtcho Roussef (Bulgaria)

9. The Council adopted the following agenda (WFC/1990/1) for the stissionr

1. Opening of the session and adoption of the agenda.

2. The global state of hunger and malnutrition - 1990 report.

3. Translating the commitment of the Cairo Declaration into action!
priorities and requirements in the years ahead:

(a) Additional and more effective measures by Governments to alleviate
hunger and poverty;

(b) Action by developed countries to assist  developing countries in their
fight against hunger;

(c )  Improving co-ordination of  national  and international  act ion towIlrds
a more concerted attack on hunger.

4. Report on World Food Council follow-up action.

5. Bureau changes.

6. Other business.

7. Report of the Council to the forty-fift11  session of the Uniter!  Nations
General Assembly.

10. The documents  before  the  Council  a t  i ts  s ixteenth session are  l is ted in  the
annex to the present report.
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I I . ACCOUNT OF PROCEEDINGS

11. The President of the Council, Mr. Yowsef Amin Wally, opened the sixteenth
session, expressing appreciation that the oponing ceremony was honoured by the
presence of Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn, and thanking the
Kingdom and people of Thailand for their generous hospitality.

12. The 1980s had been termed *‘a lost Aezade for development” for many developing
countries. In Africa and in Latin America and the Caribbean, both absolute and
relative hunger and poverty had increased substantially. Even in Asia, where
flexible adjustment to a changing international environment had resulted in
economic gains, the number of hungry and malnourished people appeared to have grown
over the decade.

13. Unless an unprecedented effort was mtiae at the national and i,,cernational
level, this grim picture could only worsen. In the decade to coma, and in the
framework of human-centred development strategies, there must be a more decisive
approach to food product ion, and a long overdue vastly improved access to food by
the poor. These challenges will need to be met against a background of increased
population pressure and with an active concern for the protection of the
environment.

14. The President stressed, however, that the international community need not
accept growing hunger as an inescapable fate. He reminded the assembly of the
Council’s earlier emphasis on the man-made nature of the hunger problem and the
adequacy of the financial, technical and human resources necessary to resol.ve it.
Since the Council met at Cairo in 1989, there had been historic changes in the
pol it ical  conf iguration of  the world, but those developments did not of themselves
meet the immediate needs of hungry people. The President therefore urged Council
Ministers to make  themselves heard and to identify the political recommetidations
that could stimulate Governments, international organisations and non-governmental
groups to press for a world that would more aggressively fight against one of the
greatest shames of this century.

15. In a message read on his behalf by the Executive Director of the World Food
Council, the Secretary-General of the United Nations observed that the Declaration
on International Economic Co-operation, in particular the Revital isation of
Economic Growth and Development of the Developing Countries, adopted by the General
Assembly at its aighteenth special session (Assembly resolution S-18/3),  was a
solemn commitment to realising the basic right of all human beings to a life free
from hunger, poverty, disease and fear. Eliminating hunger, the Secretary-General
noted, is inextricably linked to the process of  development in all its aspects,
including the overwhelming pressures of poptllation growth and environmental
degradation.

16. The Secretary-General referred to the Cairo Declaration’s Programme of
Co-operative Action, 11 which provided a set of political, economic and social
measures that could serve as a useful common framework for effective action. He
stressed the necessity of making better use of the world’s human resources and
available technologies and improving access to food for the millions of people who
are st i l l  in  dire  need.
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17. Thn Secretary-General appealed to Ministers to take advantage of the present
session of the World FooJ.  Council to address the challenges ahead, in order to
ensure that the next century starts with a population not deprived of a decent life.

18. In her inaugural address, Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
expressed appreciation of the efforts of the World Food Councii  to assist the poor
and hungry. Her Royal Highness noted that participants at the Council’s sixteenth
session were gathered out of a shared conviction and ideology that the joint
efforts of both dsveioped and developing nations would help construct a sxorld free
of hunger and malnutrition for future generations. The strength for this must come
from a mutual determination to not only provide temporary relief but to eliminate
the causes : the economic, social and political systems that create and perpetuate
human suffering.

19. Her Royal Highness expressed her belief that we are all answerable to every
poor asd hungry person, whose well-being should be placed at the centre of our
conscience and of our efforts. The goal of alleviating hunger and malnutrition,
Her Royal Highness believed, was not totally out of sight and it was her sincere
wish that we might enter a twenty-first century where the basic needs of people
would no longer be denied.

20. The Minister  of Agriculture and Co-operative6 of Thailand, Major General
Sanan Kajornprasart, welcomed delegates and conveyed to them the best wishes of his
Government. He was confident that the conference would result in practical
solutions for the reduction of world hunger and poverty. Thailand had itself
learned a number of lessons that it could share with OtherG. A pattern of
development that emphasised industrialisation with a strong agricultural base, and
an outward-looking trade policy, had resulted in strong economic growth in recent
yGL?lrS. While a dynamic and productive agricultural sector was at the core oE this
development, said the Minister, experience had shown that there must be efforts to
maintain the correct balance between the agricultural and non-agricultural sectors,
and that growth could not be at the expense of the environment. Thailand had taken
dif f icult  pol icy  decis ions and resisted strong pol i t ical  pressures in i ts
determination to protect it? natural resources, but the benefits were now clearly
established.

21. The Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Co-operativos of Thailand, and
Vice-President of the Council, Mr. Charoen Kanthawongs, welcomed delegates to the
sixteenth ministerial sl*ssion  of the Council. He spoke of his own ministerial
concerns, many of them centred on maintaining Thailand as the food basket of
South-East Asia to sotisly  the ever-growing demand for food in the increasingly
populous developing countries oL’ the region.

22. The Vice-President reminded the delegates that, as well 6s exchanging personal
experiences , the meeting was to review the policies and programmes which member
countries of the Council had adopted in accordance with the concept of “human
centred” development and identify more effective measures to combat hunger and
malnutrition. He hoped that the session would also identify concrete actions to
enhance co-operation among count.r ies and agencies. He stressed that solutions were
a  j o in t  respons ib i l i ty , but appealed to developed countries to assist the efforts
of developing countries.

-13.
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23. The President of the World Food Council introduced the general debate,
recal l ing that , in adopting the Cairo Declaration last year, member States of the
Council had committed themselves to putting in place effective policies and
programmes to reduce hunger and malnutrition, nationally and globally. He noted
that it was appropriate that the Council ’s discussions were taking place in
Thailand, a country that had achieved significant progress in a number of those
areas which the Cairo Declaration had identified as crucial to the improvement of
the human condition.

24. The President reported that the conclusions and recommendations of the
Counci l ’s  f i f teenth ministerial  session, embodied in the Cairo Declaration, had
received the strong support of the United Nations General Assembly at its
forty- fourth session, and had received support in a number of international
forums: the Summit of Industrialised Countries in Paris: the Organization of
African Unity Summit of Heads of State and Government; the Ninth Conference oE
Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries: the Arab League Conference
and the Inter-Parliamentary Union Conference. The elements of the Declaration had
also received the support oE the regional commissions of the United Nations, OECD,
agencies of the United Nations system, and the internatimal  non-governmental
organization community.

25. Recalling the Cairo Declaration’s emphasis on the need to raise the level of
national and international political support for the elimination of hunger and
malnutrition, the President drew attention to a number of important recent
international developments. The eighteenth special session of the General Assembly
had cited the eradication of hunger and poverty as a major challenge of the next
decade, a concern to be translated into feasible policies and programmes when
formulating the international development strategy for the fourth United Nations
development decade. The Council secretariat had been involved in the preparatory
process for the strategy, and the President urged Council membere  to take an active
role in the forthcoming negotiations. In September 1990, two important ieetings
would provide an opportunity to put the eradication of hunger and malnutrition on
the international policy agenda: the Second United Nations Conference on the Least
Doveloped Countries, to be held in Paris, and the World Summit for Children, which
would take place in New York. The President called on Council members to represent
the Council ’s priority concerns at both.

26. Having outlined the challenges and indicated the areas for decision that
Ministers at the session would have to address, the President expressed his
confidence that the sixteenth session would result in decisions for co-operative
action that would make this world a better place in which to live.

1. u&al staf;e of hunger and malnutrition - 1990 reoort

(Agenda item 2; WFC/1990/2)

27. Following the practice begun at its thirteenth session, in Beijing, the
Council began its session by reviewing the global state of hunger and
malnutrition. The report before Ministers in 1990 set out the global situation
against a background.of  four goals agreed upon at Cairo, namely: achievement in
the 1990s of the elimination of death and starvation resulting from famine; a
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substantial  reduction o f  child malnutrit ion and morta l i ty ;  a tangible  reduct ion of
chronic hunger i and elimination of the major nutritional-deficiency diseases.

28. Ministers noted that, in spite of substantial food-production gains over the
past 30 years, global food security remained uncertain. In the last few years*
fewer than half the developing countries had increased their per capita food
production. Despite some increase over 1988 harvests, global  production o f  Staple
foods in 1989 fell below consumption levels for the third successive year. As a
result , in 1989190, cereal stocks were once again drawn down and world food
security appeared dependent on uncertain current harvests.

29. Nevertheless, global food production remained adequate to feed the world’s
people, but Ministers expressed concern that the number of the undernourished now
exceeded 500 million.

30. Most recent estimates showed that more than 100 million people in Africa
suffer from chronic food insecurity. Although most of those affected live in
sub-Saharan Africa, the problem extends to the whole continent. In absolute  terms,
however , the 600 million poor people living in Asia outnumbered those in all other
regions, despite the substantial reductions in hunger and malnutrition in China
during the 1980s.

31. Ministers also looked at the different manifestations and concentrations of
hunger and malnutrition within the overall figures. It was noted with concern that
famine, although less frequent than in earlier decades, continued to take its heavy
toll. Particularly disturbing were the re-emerging famine conditions in Ethiopia
and the Sudan and the severe food-emergency situations in Angola and Mozambique,
where drought, unrest and civil war had wrought havoc. Rwanda’s famine in the wake
of recurring natural disasters since 1988 reminds us that the food security Of many
people  is  fragi le .

32. Most of the hungary  were still to be found in rural areas, but urban poverty
had increased, most rapidly in Latin America. Women and children continued to be
the most food-insecure and impoverished. The decade had seen the numbers of
malnourished children grow, with a loss of momentum in some of the earlier progress
made towards eliminating child mortality and malnutrition. Hunger and
malnutrition-related diseases claim the lives of 40,000 children every day.
Nutritional-deficiency  diseases such as deficiencies of iodine, iron and V!tamin  A
have yet to be eliminated, in spite of the comparatively modest cost involved of
doing so. The food insecurity of refugees and the connecti.Jn  between malnutrition
and war or civil strife were highlighted.

33. Hunger and malnutrition are the children of poverty. And by failing to
addretis t h e m  e f f e c t i ve ly , we are responsible for their continuance. Unfavourable
international economic conditions, foreign debt, low international commodity prices
and trade protectionism, together with land and environmental degradation, were
underlined as particular contributors to the declininq  food-production growth rate
in many developing countries. Ministers repeatedly emphasizecl that hunger and
poverty were inextricably iutertwined with both environmental degradation and
population growth, the pressures of the latter- placing significant limits on the
effectiveness of domestic policies in fiqhting hunger.

15-
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2. cthef #6 C&QDev
-Prioritiesandinthe

(Agenda i tem 3) WFC/19100/3 and Add.l-3,  WC/1090/4
and WFC/1990/5)

.?C, In hi6 introductory statement, the President recalled that, among the
commitments that Council members had undertaken at Cairo was a review of their
policies for reducing hunger and malnutrition, both  domsstically  and global ly .  The
results of those reviews, which had been shared at regional consultations in
San Jose, Cairo, Bangkok and Paris, had indicar  dd a number of opportunities and
directions for early progress in the reduction of hunger. Related proposals for
act ion by developing countr ies , developed countries and international agencies were
before Ministers at the present session.

35. The President drew particular attention to one of the most encouraging signs
to emerge from the regional consultations of Council members; the growing
convergence between developing countries’  perceptions of specific priorities, and
the evolving co-operat ive  priorit ies  of  developing countries . The consultations
had revealed a growing  determination to estahlish the improvement of the human
condition as a central objective of development. More attention is being given to
p o v e r t y  alle:~iation; food security and adequate nutrition; as well as investment in
human resources,. including education and training, basic health care, and fuller
participation of people  in the development process, with particular emphasis on the
role of women, Further, a stronger political determination to address the
difficult problems of population growth and environmental degradation is  emerging.
The President felt that that developing convergence offered a major opportunity for
accelerated and more effective action to reduce hunger in the 1990s.

36. Ministers were unanimous in viewing the Cyprus Initiative and the Cairo
Declaration as  sol id  base6  for  e f fect ive  policies  to  f ight hunger and poverty .
There was broad understanding and agreement on what 6hould be done and where effort
should be focused, and Ministers, therefore, urged early or accelerated concrete
action within the framework of the commitments already undertaken. Improvement of
the human conditior,  growth with equity, and priority attention to the question of
access to food were identified as key to a fundamental solution IJf the hunger and
poverty problem. Ministers  6tr6S66de  however , that the battle against hunger and
poverty required above all a good measure of international solidarity and a
strangthening of international co-operation.

( a )  A&U&U e f f e c t i v e  -8s b Govewts  t o  alleviU=anb
zi=x4

37. An r?couraying  degree of consensus regarding immediate and longer-term
price,itieo  fr:f- the elimination of hunger and malnutrition had been noted by the
President. Discussions reflected that consensus.

38. It was observed thrt, in 30 years’ time, the world’s population  would exceed
8  b i l l i on . Most of the increase would be in Asia, followed by Africa and Latin
America, Dramatic increases in food production would be needed to feed them.
Ministsrs stressed that, particularly  in low-income,  food-def ic it  countrit  :,
increase3 food production was a pre-condition to the resolution of the hunger and
malnutrii:ion  problem. It was recognized,  however, that increases in food : O.pplies
could be achieved only if investment in agricultural infrastructure was stepped up,
institutions  strengthened, modern technologies and farm-management. practices
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ocloptecl  and improved physical inputs applied. In addition, delegates expressed
concern that the share of investment t-0 agriculture was too low in many developing
countries to permit the scale of product.ion  increases needed. The stepping-up of
both private and PUlJliC invest.ment. was called for, but a number of delegates
caut ioned that  there  WRS also  n nuocl tu enhance investment  productivity  aqd
cost -ef fect iveness . Many delegates suggested that massive increases in production
would be possible only fallowing further advances in science and technology, and a
number suggested that the probpects  for and feasibility of a second Green
Revolution should be explored.

39. Delegates agreed unanimously that the development process must increasingly
take into account the needs of the poor. Multi-level, equitable, human-centred
development policies must be implemented, in order to counter earlier neglect and
distr ibute benef its  more fair ly .

40. Many delegates stressed that those agricultural policies and programmes which
focus on the small farmer are doubly effective; simultaneously raising incomes of
the poor and increasing agricultural output. Agricultural extension services and
research institutions tihould be geared to serve small and marginal farmers and
rural women, who form the backbone of rural development in many developing
countries. Better  food-storage fac i l i t ies , agr i cu l tura l  d ivers i f i ca t i on ,  s tab le
prices and regional specialization  were seen as essential  to  the food security  of
the poor. Disparities in Lhe size of land holdings and insecure and exploitative
tenural  arrangements were also seen 9s factors that limited the equitable
distr ibution of  resources , discouraged production and inhibited access to food.
Comprehensive agrarian reform was recommended.

41. It was emphasized  that special attention should be given to the creation of
employment- and income-earning opportunities for both the rural and urban poor.
Complementary measures would be investments in social services and special measures
for the most poverty-stricken ureas, including investments in infrastructure and
soc ia l  ins t i tu t i ons .

42. The important role that food subsidies and direct nutrition interventions
could play in the immediate alleviation of hunger and malnutrition was recognieed.
It was agreed, however, that careful targeting to those most in need, especially
women and children, was essential. The proven effectiveness of integrating
nutrition progr,a.mmes  wit-h other social interventions such as family planning and
health care was also taken note ot. The importance of programmes to eradicate
nutrit ional-def ic iency diseases WRS stressed. Such programmes are low cost.
administ.rat.ively  feasible  and of fer  t.h~ possibility  of  early  progress  in one of  the
areas pinpointed for  Cocr~s  hy tha  t’roq1runme  of  Co-operative  Act ion c i ted in  the
Cairo Declarat-ion.

43. Par;\1 lo 1 w i t.h :;uc:h :;ho  I’t t.cm Illl?il:ill t V:;, the ground  should be prepared for
longer-t,erm 1.101  icy chnri!(e. 111 this c on tex t , n number of delegates stressed the
d e s i r a b i l i t y  of :;t.lt?rlclt.lieliill(.t  nat iollirl Luutl stl.ategies, both  f inanc ia l ly  and
instit~ution~1lly. Sume felt. t.hcrt.  .impk  ovetl ilnta cullect.itin  and monitoring could both
Cacilitat-e  design a11tl  t?llh,~llct! implement.,lt  ion 01 such strategies ;  others  placed a
high valut? on t.ht? set t. i ny 0 I hurrcJc!  I I t!tluc*t.ion  t i\I  CJC?t.:; i3Ild  t.he n e c e s s i t y  of
monit.orinq, t o  n~!:i~t 1 (!,>I i :;t ic* 1’1 O’\~i~lirlrl nntl tnr?,:tiinqf111  eva luat i on .



44, The developing countries’ special interest in safeguarding the envirorlment was
underlined by Ministers and by a number of intergovernmental multilateral and
non-governmental organisations. Action to eradicate hunger and malnutrition should
not be at the expense of longer-term efforts directed at securing sustainable
development . The relationship between food security and the environment was
repeatedly emphasized. Soil degradation and desertification, which comptomiued
productivity and aggravated the problems of hunger and poverty, were mentioned as
areas of particular concern. It was stressed that economic development and sound
environmental policies “must go hand in hand”.

45. The discussions on the environmental problems that faced many developing
countries gave rise to a proposal from the Islamic Republic of Iran, which was
seconded by the representative of Democratic Yemen, that countries set up national
funds for the prevention of soil erosion, environmental degradation and
desertiffcation,  supported by international organieations,  donor  countries and
non-governmental bodies. The World Food Council was asked to consult with
international egoncies in this regard.

46. The concern that hunger and poverty considerations be integrated into the
design and implementation of structural adjustment programmes was emphasized by
both developed and developing countries. Signs that the international financial
institutions were, Increasingly, shariny  such concerns were viewed positively.
However , it was noted that the success of adjustment was often prejudiced by an
international environment that hurt the economies of developing countries.

47. In the context  of  discussions on individual  and nat ional  food secur i ty ,  a
number of delegates noted the potentially supportive role of  regional food security
and the scope for enhancing it with both intro- and interreqional  co-operation.  As
a vehicle for upgrading the respective weaknesses and sharing the individual
strengths of collaborating partners, regional and South-South co-ape-ation  bud not
yet been fully exploited. Early warning and food-information networks, regional
food reserves, agricultural research, environmental protection and pest control,
exchange of technology and human-resources development were areas that lent
themselves to new initiative8 or further efforts.

48. A keen interest  in regional co-operation waz expressed by African Ministers,
who noted that that could be fostered by regional country groupings, as
demonstrated by the Southern African Development Co-ordination Conference (SADCC).
Such regional groups could provide a useful focus for assistance from development
agencies aad donors, whose f inancial  support  to  regional  projects  in agr icul tura l
research and training, l ivestock production and disease control,  f isheries ,
forestry , and wildlife and soil arld water conservation could greatly contribute to
the achievement of regional food security.

49. Many delegates from developed countries affirmed tARiS willingness to continue
promotion of regional and South-South co-operation and, in this regarcl, the
potential  o f  tr ipart i te  co-operat ive  agreements  was rmtcrl.

50. Ministers from developing countries recognizecl  that. :;ourlrl  economic pr, 1 ic* ies
and measures to fight’hunger and poverty were primarily R domestic responsibility.
They emphasized that an improved internationnl economic environment and stepped-up
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donor support w0re also important , while measures to relieve the debt burden of
developing crsuntriea, trade liberalisation and improved terms of trade, together
with increased financial and technical assistance,, were viewed as essential .  A
number of MiniGterG  expressed concern at the clec ‘ease in ODA over the 1980s and the
prospects for a lowered rate of increase in DAC-ODA. Inc eased efforts towards
achieving the aid target of 0.7 per cent of GNP were urged by many
ckwoloping-country  delegates.

51. While appreciating and acknowledging the importance of development aid, a
number of developed countries confirmed that they could not foresee substantial
increases in total ODA levels; only a few were presently increasing aid levels
substantially, although, as was pointed out, the 0.7 per cent aid target had
already been passed by some countries.

52. While applauding the recent political developments ir, Eastern Europe,
delegates from some delegates from some developing countries oxpressed their
concern that it could lead to a diversion of aid flows. Ministers from developed
countries, as well. as the European Economic Community (EEC), confirmed that such
fears , while understandable, were unfounded. They assured the developing countries
that assistance to Eastern Europe would not be at the cost of ODA. In  add i t i on ,  i t
was pointed out that developing countries would benefit from the recent
developments in Eastern Europe, which were enhancing economic co-operation, leading
to greater efficiency and stimulating international trade.

53 I Several delegates from developed countries stressed that improvements in the
qual ity  of  aid ,  trade, and non-UDA, particularly private investment,  were more
important than increased levels of ODA in helping the economies of developing
countries . A number of developing countries emphasised the importance of renewed
flows af private investment. and indicated that they were actively promoting same.

54 l Developed-country Ministers noted that hunger and poverty were already being
given greater nttontion  in development. co-opnration.  They indicated that, while
the first responsibility for focusing on human-centred development rested with the
developing countries themselves, they were supporting those broad-based growth
strategies which they considered prerequisite for such development. Many noted
that they were giving high priority to agricultural and rural development and it
was observed that, for the long term, the first priority in the tome IV Convsntion
was rural/egr  icul tural development. The role of women in agricultural development
was also being given increased attention by a number of countries. Food aid and
assist~anca to food strategies end food-securit#y  programmes  were feat.ures of many
countries ’ nid packragen  c\nd, i n  t.his connect.ion, referpnca  was made  to t h e  racent
ac t iv i t i e s  o f  FAO and t.ho Wor ld  Uank, and to the Food Aid Charter in the framework
o f  CILSS.

55. There was c:onsen:;ut.;  on the near1 for a successful nnd balanced outcome c1C t.J~u
Uruguay Round. It was recognizecl  that. that.  was indeed the lest opportunity in this
century to remove distortions in inter-nnt.ional  trade in aqr icultural  products ,
while taking into account. the need Lor “special and I~NJI’C  favourable treatment” of
the developing count;rit!t;. Whi lu some (!ountr iet; expressed c:oncarn  ovet t,he post;  ible
negat.ive effnc:ts or t,rncJt?  1iJlera.J  ization  on net. food import-a1  s,  the lonqer-term
benef i t.s WeIF?  St t-F\sSt?d  hy llli\lly  . It was suql’lefit.t”rl,  tlrlwt?ver, that the?  sc?r*ret.ar  int.
report .  to t-he next .  t;ensiorl  on t.he nutcoma  of thp agricuJ.t.u1’nl trade negotiat ions of
the  IJ~uquay  Hound ill ~clation tu its Loocl secut i ty  imill ic*at.iclns  ancl o ther  concerns
w i  t.tliIl t.tlt! WO t lrl FtJocl (:O\IIl(!i 1 ’ S lTlilIltli3t.f!.
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56. The representative from the International FUnA for Agricultural Development
(IFAD)  drew attent ion to  the cr it ical  importance of  anlrnnciny  the f low of
concessional resources to countries in Sub-Saharan Africa, to help them intensify
efforts to address the acute problems of poverty and hunger, In that  context ,  IFAD
appealed to industriallzed  countries, and  ot:harw in  a  po~iI:ion  t o  d o  s o ,  t o
contribute to the January 1991/December  1993 Phase  of the XFAD Special Programme
for Sub-Saharan Africa.

57. The African Group called upon regional and international financial
institutions to provide aid in kind and agricultural inputs to the African
countr ice, and invited the international community to support the cancer
Nations organisations with additional resources, thus permitting  them to
their agricultural-project management and implementation capacities, and
advantage of the field experience of such institutiona ~8 FAO.

58. The Minister from Democratic Yemen reminded the Council of the unif

ed United
strengthen
to take

cation 0P
the two Yemen State6 and urged the internat.ionnl community to provide the support
appropriate to allow the new States* to improve food production for the benefit of
its poor and vulnerable groups.

(cl Uproviag  co-or.d&n&jm  o f  natiw1Antecngt~&..a~_ec

59. Increasing awereneas  of the complexity of the hunger problem, and the
practical difficulties which had becomo evident with the growing number of
international agencies engaged in the areas oE food security and hunger
alleviation, had prompted Council Ministers at Cairo to call for a renewed emphasis
on proper co-ordination of those efforts.

60. Ministers observed that one of the principal functions of the World Food
Council was the co-ordination of hunger- end poverty--re.latRd  activitief3, They
expressed the hope that the Council ’s efForta in addrer,siny the growing need for
co-ordinated action in the fight against hunger would match its ecknowledyecl
success in keeping hunger issues high on international agendas. The informative
analysis (document WFC/1990/5)  of the activitiue OK thcl lal~ya number of
international bodies and organizations  dealing with hrrtqol. and poverty point.ecl out
the urgency of enhancing co-ordination bntween the relevant.  int.ernuLiunal
orgarrizatiuns  at  national  and inturnatiuncrl  lav~ls,

61. A number of  the efforts; o f  internat.ioni\l  r)rrJ~nin;lt:i.c:~t~:;  in the nrcar;  o f  food
security , agricultural research and rl~~t.rit.iannI.-def ici~!nc:y rlisaase  elimination were
cited as examples of co-operation. These inclutle the food--security  related
arrangnments  of FAO and t.he Worlcl Bank, CGIAR  ant1 the FAO/WIIO/JJNICEF  ITI~.~F-A~JO~\CY
Food and Nutritional Surveillance Progrilmmo. Nono t.he 1 oc::, i t  wn:; [cl t. thi\t.  t.harc
was much more scope for improving co-ordination hnt:wc!etl  IJt1.i t.clrl Nnt. ion:; ngc~nc:  1.81’;.
As informal cc-ordination mechanisms within t.he IJnitocl  N;\t.ion:: syr; t.nm i~\~~~>l?il~f!l:I  to
have worked generally better than some of itf; oL’Pic.ii~l  I)crclic:;, it- wa:; r;uggc’at.c!d
that a shift from bureaucratic co -orclinnt.ion t.o goal ot i r!rlt I!(\ ccllilhor nt.icn might.
be appropriate. On the other hand, it ww t.tlOlllJtlt;  t.tli\t.  1.1  I f?~.~11181‘r t i\t.tlr!I t.tr;\n  t.hk!

* On 22 May 1990, Democrat.ic:  Yfmf9rl  and Yf!mf!rl  lfi1~1 ctr!fl t.0 form ,I :; i riq If! %t ilt.(!

called the Republic  of Yemen.



c u r r e n t  U, association of the Council with the work of the Administrative
Committee  o n  C o - o r d i n a t i o n  (ACC) cou ld  we l l  facilitate  the  C o u n c i l ’ s  co -o rd inat i on
role in the fight against hunger.

62. The consultations that had taken place between the Managing Director of IMF
and the Executive  Director of the World Food Council, and the subsequent
sen ior - s ta f f - l eve l  d i s cuss i ons , were considered a good beginning for improved
collaboration in the spirit of the Cairo Declaration, A proposal that the four
food agencies based in Rome establish an inter-secretariat consultative mechanism
was brought to the attention of delegates.

G3, The most serious co-ordination difficulties were seen to be at the country
level, and it was felt ;hat the approaches and activities of the international
agencies were of ten competitive. There was wide recognition that the developing
countr ies  carried the major  responsibi l i ty  for  internal  co-ordination of
development activities. Many countries appealed for assistance in upgrading their
co-ordination capacity, and it was agreed that particular efforts should be
directed towards that end, with developed countries and agencies expressing their
willingness to offer support in that regard. However, a number of delegates
stressed that there was considerable room for improvement in co-ordination within
and between bilateral as well as multilateral agencies, and regular consultations
between recipient countries and donors were essential to enhance the effectiveness
of resource flows and ensure complementarity of efforts.

(Agenda item 4; WFC/1990/6)

G4, Fol lowing the  request  of  Ministers  at  their  f i f teenth session,  the secretariat
had continued its eftorts to promote food policy management And analysis training
in Africa, in the framework of the United NAtiOn6 Rrogrammo  of Action for African
Economic Recovery And Development 1986-1990 (see General Assembly resolution
S-13/2,  annex), Through consultations with interested developed-country
universit ies , a  xlumber  of  bi lateral  agencies , international organisations and
African regional  institutions, the secretariat had advanced discussions and a
number of African institutes were ready to incorporate this innovative training
into their  curricula.

65. M.inisters  expressed ;jpprscietion ot those activities in the area of human
resources development t.o support*  African food-policy and food-strategy ef fort.s (see
part: on0 of the present report, conclusions and recommendations, para. 17 1.

fi 6 . In ficcordance with the wish of t.he  Ministsrr. that. the Council continue it.r;
sff0rt.s  to promote food strategies in Africa, the oecretar  int. had initiated
prepflrntions  for a review of food strategy expel ience in selected African
countries . A number of bilateral donors had expressed interest in assisting such a
review Rnd the African  Development Bank had already earmirrked  resources for that
purpose.
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67. As reflected in paragraph 16 of the conclusions and recommendations in
part one of the present report, the Council requested the secretariat to bring
forward work in this area and to present the results of the review to the Council
et its seventeenth session.

(b) Reaional South-South CO-~W&kUd.Llt.hQ-fd~~iculture~

6 6 . The President reported that the “Umbrella Project for the Promotion of
Regional and South-South Co-operation in the Food and Agriculture Sector” had been
adopted by UNDP in July 1989. The secretariat  had continued its  act ivit ies  in
promoting South-South food-technology exchanges and the improved harmonisation of
food and investment policies. In the former area, consultations  were ongoing with
the  Off ice  of  the United NAtiOnS Disaster  Rel ief  Co-ordinator  (UNDRO). In the
latter connection, the President announced his intentioxr of calling an
interregional  consultation of  developing countries  early  in 1991.

69. The adoption of the “Umbrella Project for the Promotion of Regional and
South-South Co-operation in the Food and Agriculture Sector” was noted with
sat i s fac t i on . The hope was expressed that this trilateral co-operation, involving
the participation of international organizations And developed countries, would be
beneficial in the promotion of science and technology exchanges between developing
countries and would also effectively combine Sout.h-South co-operation with
North-South co-operation.

7 0 . The Council welcomed the President’s proposal to hold an interregional
consultation next year on the food production challenges in the 1990s (see
part one, conclusions and recommendations, para. 17).

71, The secretariat had continued its activities in this area, both through the
WFC/UNICEF/ILO  Informal Group of Multilateral Agency Representatives 0x1 the Impact
of Economic Adjustment on Food Security and Nutrition in Developing Countries And
through consultations with IMF. Following the Council ’s emphasis on explicit
incorporation of long-term policy objectives for food-security and poverty
alleviation into the design of structural adjustment programmes, the Informal Group
had discussed that theme at its fourth meeting in Rome in &Ianuary  1990.

7 2 . The Council felt encouraged by the continuing work of the Informal Group And
requested that those effortti  be pursued  further (see part- one, coxxclusions and
recommendations, para.  19).

73. At the  f  ifteexxth 6essior1, Minir;t.err:  had a c c e p t o r 1  i  H pxinciple t.he proposbrl fur
an international agreement on the safe passage of emergnnc!y  food aid ancl  the need
to  protect  the  most  vulnerable groups from the ~?tfec:t.!;  of c.ivil str i fe ,  wnr r\nc\
natural disasters.

74. The Executive Director of tllr! World Food (:ounciJ infrlrmod  the scccioxl of
ac t iv i t i e s  s ince  Ca i ro  t o  ndvaxxcs  the  proposa l  f o r  an intctrn~tional figroomont.,
noting that such an agreement would conr,tit.ut.e  1111 impoxt.;.\xxt  step towaz-cls xscxl  izing
o n e  o f  t h e  f o u r  hung’er-alleviation g o a l s  UL that Cairo I&c:l;lration,  the tllimin<xt.ion
of starvation and death caused by famine. He x epoz  t:ecJ on i xiformiil c:urisul t.irt. i on:;
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held with FAO, UNDRO,  UNHCR, WFP and the Office of the Director-General for
Development and International Economic Co-operation. The Executive Director  alS0
noted that the Council proposal could contribute to a number of other international
e f f o r t s , including the recommendations contained in General Assembly resolution
431131 of 8 December 1988, and the activities to be undertaken in the 1990s within
the framework of the International Decade for Disasters Reduction.

75. The Executive Director said that while some non-governmental organieations  had
expressed concern during the past year that a formal international agreement might
reduce their  abi l i ty  to  deal  with cr ises  f lexibly  and pragmatical ly ,  he fe lt  that
there were good reasons to continue to examine the issue. In particular,  i t  was
his view that a new international agreement could help avoid long delays in
case-by-case negotiations.

76. In addition to the development and negotiation of an international agreement,
the Executive Director suggested as an area for further work the continued study of
practical ways Lo ensure safe passage in the absence of such an agreement. He
suggested that the Council might wish to call on UNDRO and WFP jointly to mobilise
al l  relevant inst itutions, within and outside the United Nations system. He urged
Council members to participate in that work, and asked the Council to request that
a report be presented to the Council at its seventeenth session.

77. Finally, he suggested that the Council request the United Nations
Secretary-General to propose, when reporting on humanitarian assistance to the
General Assembly at its forty-fifth session, the drawing up of a draft
international agreement, seeking instructions from the Assembly to proceed.

78 . The Council requested that the Executive Director consult with all concerned
institutions on the development of guidelines for more effective measures to ensure
the safe passage of emergency food aid (see part one, conclusions and
recommendations, para. 3 1) ,

4. Bu

(Agenda item 5)

79. In accordance with the decision of the Asian Group at the Bureau elections
that took place at the lifteenth ministerial session, the Council confirmed by
acclamation the election of Mr. Andreas Gavrielides, Minister of Agriculture and
Natural Resources of Cyprus, as Vice-President of the Council for the Asian States,
succeeding Mr. Charoen Kanthawongs, Deputy Minister for Agriculture and
Co-operatives of Thailancl, from the and of  the  s ixteenth ministerial  session to  the
end of the present Bureau mandate.

(Agenda i tern fi)

no, ‘I’tler~  WRS no o t h e r  bu!;inesn before  the C o u n c i l , and no further business was
ri:\isecl  dur ing discussions.
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I I I . REPORT OF THE COUNCIL TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

81. The Council met five times in plenary session. Its conclusions and
recommendations to the General Assembly were prepared by a drafting group
consisting of two representatives from each regional group, and were adopted by
acclamation in the plenary. The members of the drafting group were1 Cameroon,
Canafla,  France, German Democratic Republic, Japan, Mexico, Thailand, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, Uruguay and Z&nbia.

82. The Ministers decided that the Council’s future programme of work would be as
determined in the conclusions and recommendations of the sixteenth ministerial
session (see part one of the present report).

83. The following expression of gratitude to the Government and people of the
Kingdom of Thailand was adopted:

&y&g convened its sixteenth ministerial session at Bangkok, Thailand,
from 21 to 24 May 1990, at the kind invitation of the Royal Thai Government,

1. wses ib de-w to the Kingdom of Thailand, “the
land of smiles”, for the hospitality and warm welcome extended to all
Ministers, plenipotentiaries and other representativtis  and observers
partic ipating in the session;

2, i&&&&& the Government and people of the Kingdom of Thailand for
the excellent conference facilities and other arrangements provided to all
part ic ipants ;

3. Rm the President of the Council to express, on behalf of all
the members and observers participating in the session, its deep gratitude to
the Government and people of the Kingdom of Thailand.

84, Representatives of the five regional groups and the representative of the EEC
paid warm tribute to Her Royal Princees Maha Chakri Sirindhorn and to the
Government and people of the Kingdom of Thailand for their generous hospitality in
hosting the session.
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