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Summary

In line with its mandate to support economic and social development in the countries of the region,
promote mutual cooperation and the exchange of experiences, best practices and lessons learned, the
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) organized the First Arab Economics
Forum in Beirut, on 23 and 24 November 2012.

The forum discussed three interrelated issues, starting with short-term economic responses to
unemployment problems in the Arab region. The question of fiscal space in the aftermath of the Arab
uprisings was then raised, and the forum participants examined whether there is enough fiscal space for
developmental expenditure. The forum finally addressed the role of Arab development funds and the
financing gap in the region.

The meeting was concluded by a roundtable which discussed the suggestions for the future
research agenda of ESCWA.

13-0045



Introduction

Chapter

CONTENTS

KEY MESSAGES. ...

TOPICS OF DISCUSSION ..ot

A.

B.

C.

D.

Session 1: Short-term economic responses to unemployment
INthe AraD FEGION ..o

Session 2: Fiscal space in the aftermath of the Arab Spring:
Is there enough fiscal space for development? .........c.ccccovevieiieiievecicneen,

Session 3: Reinforcing the role of Arab development funds: Bridging
the TINANCING QAP ... e

Session 4: Summary and roundtable...........cccccoviiiii i

ATTENDANCE AND WORK PROGRAMMIE .........cooiiiiiiiiienenee s

moow>

VENUE AN UALE.......ovieieiieiiiiiecie e
F AN L =] g0 =V ot SRR
OPBNING ...ttt bbbt e
Agenda and organization 0f WOrK...........cccccevviieviiiiiii i
L0 T 4T o SRR

ANneX: List OF PartiCIPANTS.......ccviiiiiee et

Paragraphs

1-3

24-30

Page

3

10

10
10
10
11
11

12



Introduction

1. Over the past two years, the Arab region has faced unprecedented challenges in the political, economic
and social spheres. Many are the reasons that could be considered as having contributed to the outbreak of
the uprisings in December 2010. Unemployment however remains one of the biggest problems and the most
widely shared between Arab countries: it is a root cause of the uprisings, but it has in several cases increased
since the beginning of what is now also commonly referred to as the “Arab Spring”.

2. Unemployment figures in Arab countries are among the highest worldwide, which makes of job
creation a regional top priority on the agenda of their Governments. To address that priority, new policies
are needed on the short and long terms. Those policies should also help in dealing with the current social
tension, arising from inequality and the vulnerability of the population to social and economic problems.

3. In line with its mandate to support economic and social development in its member countries, the
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) organized the first Arab Economics Forum in
Beirut, on 23 and 24 November 2012. Participants from member countries, other United Nations agencies
and regional and international organizations discussed three interrelated issues, namely short-term responses
to unemployment problems, fiscal space and its use for developmental expenditure and finally the role of
Arab development funds in contributing to the development of the region. This report highlights the key
messages of the forum in terms of policy and future research, and reviews the main discussions. A second
report entitled “Topics of Discussion and the Way Forward” provides further substantive details on the
discussions, namely on the policy options considered and the research agenda set.

I. KEY MESSAGES

4, Below is a list of the key messages and topics for the future research agenda of ESCWA, based on the
recommendations made during the forum.

Session 1: Short-term economic responses to unemployment in the Arab region

5. Policies for reducing unemployment: investigating short-term versus long-term linkages and time
discrepancies

(@) The possibility of short-term solutions for long-term structural problems;

(b) Long-term policies with immediate impact: the potential of education reform;

(c) Trade-offs between short-term and long-term measures;

(d) Security and stability: important pre-requisites for a short-term solution to unemployment.

6. The role of Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) in addressing unemployment, underemployment
and the expectations of youth

(@) Political, economic, fiscal and monetary policies that support employment;
(b) Exchange rates and monetary reserves of potential benefit to small businesses;
(c) SMEs and start-ups as an option to tackle youth unemployment.

7. Unemployment insurance and social value added tax (VAT): options for social security?

(&) Understanding the operational difficulties of unemployment insurance which, for example, cannot
be applied to youth as they are mostly new entrants to the labour market;

(b) Understanding social VAT and employment generation mechanisms.



8. Mismatch between aspirations and reality: aligning skills, opportunities and expectations

(d) Understanding the preference of new entrants for work in the public sector;
(b) Collecting and disseminating information regarding “the returns on education”.

9. Growth and employment elasticities
(@) Understanding non-linearity: determining whether the elasticity of employment to growth would

be scale-effect free;

(b) Studying the role of potential gross domestic product (GDP) and the direction of causality: the
relevance of Okun’s law in developing economies;

(c) Examining the relevance of Phillip’s curve in developing economies.

Session 2: Fiscal space in the aftermath of the Arab Spring: Is there enough fiscal space for
development?

10. Fiscal space projections: quantifying fiscal space

(@) Defining fiscal space in the Arab region;

(b) Understanding the endogenous and dynamic nature of fiscal space: fiscal space as a result of
concrete government action;

(c) Studying the potential of a fiscal space index for the evaluation of the sustainability of spending;

(d) Determining the role of assets in evaluating fiscal space.
11.  Assessing the economic and social repercussions of lifting subsidies

(&) Understanding the impact of lifting subsidies on poverty and deprivation;
(b) Outlining a sequence of subsidy cancellation;
(c) Assessing the costs and consequences of social protection.

12.  “Fiscal space for what?”: understanding and quantifying developmental challenges

(a) Distinguishing between economic and social investment;
(b) Comparing the delay in returns on social investment to the opportunity cost of not investing in the
social field.

13.  Thinking outside the box: development alternatives and creative solutions

(a) Evaluating the role of the state: less or more intervention?
(b) Planning and the role of the developmental state;

(c) Reforming taxation: uprisings have created an opportunity for tax reform in the concerned
countries;

(d) Evaluating the involvement of the state in social protection;

(e) Studying the impact of centralization versus decentralization on fiscal space;
(f) Examining privatization mechanisms: how should proceeds be used? Should state assets serve for
funding?

(g) Understanding the crowding-in and crowding-out effects of public and private investment and
their impact on government choices.



Session 3: Reinforcing the role of Arab development funds: Bridging the financing gap
14.  Assessing the effectiveness of existing funds and rethinking the regional financial architecture

(@) Enhancing the impact of Arab development fund (ADF) aids;
(b) Assessing the role of loans, grants and technical assistance in development;

(c) Reviewing the existing models for ADFs and their potential complementarity with Sovereign
Wealth Funds (SWFs);

(d) Enhancing the capacity of recipient countries to absorb aid and the involvement of the state;

(e) The potential for a regional (or interregional) development bank: analyzing the modalities of its
establishment and building on the existing proposal;

(f) Learning from the experiences of others, such as that of the BRICS bank (where BRICS stands
for Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa).

15. Developing capital markets in the Arab region to support financing for development

(a) Establishing links between the capital markets of the region;
(b) Examining the potential for an Arab debt purchasing fund;
(c) Prioritizing development imperatives in the context of directing and sequencing investment.

16.  Finding innovative financing sources tailored to the needs of the Arab region

(d) Studying the idea of the Tunisian Generational Fund as an example of such sources;
(b) Elaborating a common investment law;

(c) Establishing national investment banks;

(d) Setting a legal framework for transparency.

Il. TOPICS OF DISCUSSION

A. SESSION 1: SHORT-TERM ECONOMIC RESPONSES TO UNEMPLOYMENT
IN THE ARAB REGION

17. A presentation was delivered by ESCWA on short-term policy options to address the issue of
unemployment by better translating growth into job creation. The policies proposed could help to alleviate
pressure on the labour market in the short term, giving policymakers a much-needed opportunity to address
broader structural problems in the labour market.

18. The session included three speakers:

(@) Mr. Zafiris Tzannatos, Advisor at the Arab Regional Office of the International Labour
Organization (ILO);

(b) Mr. Nader Kabbani, Director of Research and Policy at Silatech;

(c) Mr. Issa Maldaoun, Professor, Faculty of Economy at the University of Damascus.

19. The speakers and participants raised a number of issues including education systems in the region,
which have tended to focus on certain areas while neglecting others. It was also highlighted that
Governments must help SMEs to foster job creation, whether through financing, training or creating an
economic environment conducive to their growth. Participants stressed that young people should be
included in the discussions on unemployment. A debate occurred over the value of long-term versus short-



term policy options, with some participants arguing that short-term solutions should not be considered for
solving long-term structural problems.

20. Participants represented two competing schools of thought regarding the ideal structure of the labour
market. The first school argued for non-interference in the job market, while the second suggested that
Governments should act to protect the interests of workers. Striking the optimal balance between the two
depends on a number of factors, notably the maturity of the labour legislation of a country.

21. The informal labour sector could play an important role in job creation. In the past, it has acted as a
valve to release economic pressure in many Arab countries. Other participants recommended that focus
instead be placed on boosting productivity.

22.  Several commentators mentioned the importance of tackling the problem of the mismatch between
jobseekers and employers in the Arab labour market. Mismatches between skill sets and employment
opportunities involve cultural and educational issues, as well as the preference of students and new job
seekers for employment in the public sector. One speaker underscored a related issue when he discussed
“aligning expectations™, stressing the importance of providing students and jobseekers with information
regarding “returns on education”. Although those returns are not officially estimated in the region, they could
help to “bring down [the] expectations of new entrants to the labour market” and/or “bring down the
reservation wage”. In this light, one commentator stressed the importance of distinguishing “unemployment
due to not enough jobs” from “unemployment due to mismatch”.

23.  Several participants pointed out operational difficulties with unemployment insurance. First, it cannot
be applied to youth unemployment, because young people are most often new entrants to the labour market.
Second, in most cases, there is a lack of sufficient funds contributed by potential beneficiaries, whether
employers or employees.

B. SESSION 2: FISCAL SPACE IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE ARAB SPRING:
IS THERE ENOUGH FISCAL SPACE FOR DEVELOPMENT?

24. A presentation by ESCWA discussed the impact of Arab uprisings on public finances, evaluating the
potential for social protection in the short term, and considering means to finance a developmental transition
in the long term. Addressing the underlying causes of the Arab uprisings requires both short-term policies
and a more structural and long-term developmental transformation. Many Governments in the region
operate under severe fiscal constraints, making most kinds of reform difficult to implement.

25.  The session included three speakers:

(@ Mr. Mohammad Pournik, Poverty Practice Team Leader at the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) - Regional Bureau for Arab States;

(b) Mr. Rathin Roy, Regional Manager at the UNDP Asia Pacific Regional Centre;

(c) Mr. Abdel Hamid Hamdi Nawar, Associate Professor of Economics at the Faculty of Economics
and Political Science, Cairo University.

26. In his remarks, Mr. Pournik elaborated on the idea of using fiscal space for social protection,
suggesting that Governments could redirect fuel subsidies to that end. He also tackled the question of how to
use government expenditures to address the current challenges of the region. He further stressed that
creating fiscal space relies on concrete government actions and on making the right choices. Finally, he
raised the issue of the state’s share of the national economy.

27. Mr. Roy presented the audience with a question: “fiscal space for what?”” He reviewed the areas of

need for fiscal space in the economies of the Arab region. He argued that the present moment was ripe for a
discussion of that issue, given that most middle-income Arab countries are undergoing transformations. He

6



also stressed the importance of addressing poverty while planning for development in those countries,
introducing a second question that, he said, should also be addressed: “social protection for what”? Mr.
Nawar also emphasized the importance of fiscal space, especially given the current prevalence of
government deficits across the region. In the wake of the Arab uprisings, people are demanding reform and
higher living standards, exerting an increasing pressure on government budgets. Fiscal space requires
political space; therefore, the interaction between politics and economics must be accounted for. He then
underlined that borrowing to increase fiscal space could be a short-term solution, but in the longer term fiscal
space cannot rely on borrowing and debt accumulation.

28. The discussion spread into a wide variety of subtopics, covering both the revenue and expenditure
sides of fiscal policy. Concerning revenues, while some commentators expressed conservative views on
borrowing in general, particularly on external borrowing, others were less cautious in their approach. One
commentator cited the example of Jordan, where private investment had been crowded out due to a rapid rise
in interest rates caused by the Government’s increased domestic borrowing in 2012, suggesting that if the
Jordanian Government had been able to borrow from external sources, this outcome could have been
avoided.

29.  One contentious topic of discussion was agreeing on what could be considered a “safe” level of deficit
and public debt. One commentator advocated devoting special-purpose funds for social protection, using
financial leveraging and arbitrage to maximize the financial resources available for social protection. Several
commentators supported the idea of using off-budget sources for social policy because of their operational
flexibility (they would allow for multiple disbursements over a single fiscal year for example). Others,
however, expressed reservations about that idea. Several commentators addressed the issue of privatization
and the use of state assets for funding, with one stressing that privatization should not go so far as to “de-
nationalize” state assets. One participant pointed out that post-uprising States had an opportunity for tax
reform, as political protections could be lifted on those who had managed to evade taxes under previous
regimes.

30. Concerning expenditures, several questions were raised about viable policy options for social
protection. The cost of state subsidies was discussed and several commentators stressed the importance of
better targeting those subsidies. Others highlighted the risk that excessive social protection could create a
disincentive against work for potential beneficiaries.

C. SESSION 3: REINFORCING THE ROLE OF ARAB DEVELOPMENT FUNDS:
BRIDGING THE FINANCING GAP

31. A presentation by ESCWA reviewed the literature about aid and growth, and analysed official
development assistance (ODA) in Arab countries, considering both donors and recipients. Given that Arab
assistance is channelled through ADFs, the presentation described the funds in detail, including the resources
they have available, how they work and the sectoral distribution of their operations.

32.  The session included three speakers:

(@) Mr. Saad Andary, Vice-Governor of the Central Bank of Lebanon;
(b) Mr. Yahya al-Mutawakel, Former Minister of Industry and Trade, Yemen;
(c) Mr. Omar Razzaz, Chairman of the Board of Trustees, King Abdullah 11 Fund for Development.

33.  Mr. Andary highlighted the importance of technical assistance and grants in empowering the people of
the region, which would eventually help to bolster economic capacity and the use of innovative forms of
finance. He also pinpointed that SWFs were neglected in the presentation. He then gave a brief synopsis of
the evolution of the Lebanese financial system over the past century and indicated that it could provide a
model to be followed by other countries in the region, or form the basis of further study by financial
development analysts.



34. Mr. Al-Mutawakel argued that regional current events and the emergence of new patterns of
development together created an urgent need for in-depth strategic thinking. According to him, a general
overview of the region showed that despite the structural disparities among individual Arab countries, they
are characterized by a comparable socioeconomic fragility and face common challenges such as
unemployment, fiscal sustainability and poverty. He stressed the need for first diagnosing the problem with
a set of tools drawn not only from pure economics, but more broadly from the realm of political economics.
He opined that it was crucial to go beyond basic assessments of whether or not policies were efficient
towards an enquiry into the nature of approaches to economic development and a political analysis.

35. Regarding the future of ADFs, the need for coordination at the institutional level was emphasized. The
impact of ODA in supporting growth was discussed, as well as Arab ODA and the limited nature of Arab
integration. The speaker described how many Arab funds are unilateral and how often they remain
politically driven. He then discussed the efficiency of funds and ways in which it could be improved. He
presented two options, namely a monitoring and evaluation mechanism, and an impact assessment; and
proper coordination to prevent overlap in the action of ADFs. The priority of funds, he argued, should be to
address the key regional challenges such as water scarcity and food security, but population issues which
present a major impediment to development should also be discussed.

36. Mr. Razzaz commented on the paper presented, saying that it had done a good job of addressing the
“envelope of resources”. However, he felt that the main topic of discussion should not be whether funds are
sufficient or not, but rather the political economy of aid. As a first step, there is a need to distinguish
between grants, loans, investment and SWFs.

37. He acknowledged that there is a legitimate concern regarding the strings attached to Arab aid. The
absence of a transparent list of conditionalities does not mean that donor countries do not have a political
agenda. He explained that Arab SWFs score very low on indicators assessing SWF governance. He
described how, in the past, spurs in oil prices had increased investment by those funds in financial assets
bubbles that eventually burst. He argued that instead of investing in financial assets in developed countries,
Arab investments should be directed towards real assets.

38. Recipient Governments have a preference for external aid, due to the fact that the mechanisms of aid
disbursements are not subject to the same oversight as those related to internal sources of finance, such as
taxation. The preference for aid has made the concerned countries rentier States, accountable to external
forces rather than to publicist citizens. In this perspective, ESCWA has a unique role to play in subjecting
ODA governance to further scrutiny.

39. One of the participants, Mr. Shadi Antoine Karam, an Economic Advisor to the President of the
Republic of Lebanon, said that in conceptual terms, the main issue was policy, and therefore recommended a
second Arab forum on that topic. He also noted that two innovative suggestions had recently been made by
President Michel Suleiman. First, he had proposed to establish a large investment bank capitalized by SWFs
and other funds for the Arab region. Second, during the third Summit of South American - Arab countries
held in Peru, the creation of an investment bank capitalized by the countries of both regions had been
proposed.

40. Participants then raised a number of issues, and the financial architecture of the Arab region was
discussed in depth. The optimal role of ADFs was discussed by a number of participants, and it was
suggested that they be more proactive with a focus on technical assistance, it being perhaps as important as
financial support. Several participants raised the topic of SWFs and how they could be used to complement
development funds. The role of the private sector in providing financing was also discussed.

41. It was deemed important to provide an in-depth assessment of the efficiency of development funds and
discuss how they can be improved, possibly through better coordination between funds rather than the
creation of new ones. A number of innovative ideas were also mentioned, such as an Arab debt purchasing



fund, a generational fund, a currency transaction fund and a small tax levied per oil barrel. The promotion of
socially responsible investment was also put forward as a way of better addressing the key social challenges
of the region.

D. SESSION 4: SUMMARY AND ROUNDTABLE

42.  The meeting was concluded by a final roundtable which discussed the suggestions for the future
research agenda of ESCWA. The main speaker was Mr. Bader Malallah, Director General of the Arab
Planning Institute in Kuwait, before a number of experts and government representatives examined the
implications of the forum discussions in the context of their countries. The session also included the
following speakers: Mr. Said Aidi, President of the Board, Education for Employment, Tunisia; Mr. Jawad
al-Anani, President of Economic and Social Council, Jordan; Mr. Mohammed Ahmed al-Hawri, Deputy
Minister for Economic Studies and Forecasts, Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation, Yemen;
Mr. Ahmad Jehani, Chairman, Libyan Development Policy Center; Mr. Yahya Y. al-Mutawakel; Mr. Hassan
Y. Aly, Professor of Economics, Advisor to the Ministry of Planning, Egypt; Mr. Saad Andary; Mr. Jaloul
Ayed, Former Minister of Finance, Tunisia; Mr. Issa Maldaoun.

43.  Mr. Malallah argued that the countries of the region are at a critical stage and that the outcome of the
Arab uprisings is still uncertain. The main impediments to change are a lack of clear vision and, often, a
weak capacity for decision making. Nevertheless, he underlined that the Arab uprisings could be a starting
point for a shift towards democratization.

44. He also argued that the main obstacles facing the region include poor human development, low quality
service provision, a limited role for the private sector and high unemployment. The role of the state must be
reconsidered in order to improve governance, empower institutions and spearhead institutional reform.

45. Regarding development assistance, the speaker discussed how the problem is not with Arab funds;
rather, the main issue is with the conditions imposed by international donors to recipient countries. He also
argued that the commitment of OECD countries to promoting stability has to be translated into an increase in
financial flows to the region. He then gave the floor to a panel of experts and government representatives
from a range of Arab countries to provide a critical assessment of whether the recommendations stemming
from the conference could be applied to their national contexts.

46. Mr. Ayed discussed the conditions for a transition to democracy, in particular that of a strong state,
which is lacking in most of the countries of the region. He argued that Arab Governments must shift from
being governments of control to governments of empowerment, while the region as a whole must move
towards a culture of excellence and accountability.

47. Mr. Maldaoun discussed the obvious lack of trust between citizens and their Governments. He stated
that the problem was not planning so much as the lack of effective institutional frameworks in Arab
countries. He argued that in Syria, short-term solutions were no longer useful and that a long-term strategy
was needed.

48. Mr. Al-Mutawakel argued that the challenges facing the countries of the region are comparable, and
therefore a regional institution should be charged with policy coordination and harmonization between Arab
States. He stressed the need for real changes in structural frameworks to overcome current challenges, stating
the importance of the human dimension and arguing that the best interest of the people should be at the
centre of all discussions.

49. Mr. Andary pointed to the lack of follow-up and continuity on proposals and adopted resolutions from
international and regional conferences. He stated that one of the key challenges in the Arab region is the
lack of coordination and cooperation among its countries.



50. Mr. Al-Hawri agreed that many of the ideas proposed in the conference were applicable to Yemen, but
regretted that the country’s political and security environments were not favourable to their adoption. He
noted that the consolidation of the role of the private sector and revisiting the role of the State were of
particular interest to Yemen.

51. Mr. Aidi argued that to find common solutions to a very heterogeneous group of countries was
difficult. Although the main issues addressed by the conference were of an economic nature, he argued that
their solutions would have to be social and political, as well as economic. He stressed that the crucial point
was to have a clear vision; from this basis, structural changes could be implemented.

52.  Mr. Al-Anani discussed the different potential outcomes of the Arab uprisings. He noted that in
Jordan, limited natural resources presented a serious obstacle to development. He outlined the need for
political reform, calling for a shift in Arab populations away from simple consumerism and towards active
participation in the supply side of the economy. He also acknowledged the persistence of problems such as
unemployment and tax evasion in the Arab region.

53.  Mr. Al-Jihani discussed how all the elements of crisis exist in Palestine, including unemployment,
poverty and an economy based on external assistance. He argued that tools for development were really
needed in that context, not just funds.

54. Mr. Aly argued that small efforts toward Arab integration could have a big impact, by encouraging
trade among neighbouring Arab countries. He provided examples of such efforts including the simplification
of procedures for the establishment of SMEs.

I11. ATTENDANCE AND WORK PROGRAMME
A. VENUE AND DATE

55. The first ESCWA Arab Economic Conference was held at ESCWA headquarters in Beirut on
November 23 and 24, 2012.

B. ATTENDANCE

56. The conference was attended by experts, academics and policymakers from the Arab region, Asia and
Europe, with expertise in economic development, fiscal space, employment issues and financing for
development.

C. OPENING

57. The meeting opened with welcoming remarks from Ms. Rima Khalaf, Under-Secretary-General of the
United Nations and Executive Secretary of ESCWA. Keynote addresses were then delivered by
Ms. Angelina Eichhorst, European Union Ambassador and Head of the European Union Delegation to
Lebanon, and Mr. Rida Saidi, Minister of Economy, Tunisia.

58. In her opening remarks, Ms. Khalaf introduced the three main themes of the conference: the fight
against unemployment, the provision of social protection and financing for development. She explained how
those themes could be a source of growth and stability if handled correctly, but could also become a source
of congestion and social tension if neglected. She explained that the objective of the meeting was to harness
scientific research to provide a solid basis for the decision-making process.

59. In her keynote speech, Ms. Eichhorst discussed the importance of the topics to be addressed, in

particular unemployment and social protection. She drew linkages between many of the challenges facing
the Arab world and the European Union, stating that whether in terms of employment and youth policy,
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social security, or regional integration and cooperation, the European Union has a great deal of experience to
offer. She finally expressed her desire that the meeting and a second forum scheduled for 2013 would
facilitate the exchange of information and experience, and assist in ensuring a tangible response to the calls
for change that have been heard across the region since 2011.

60. In his keynote speech, Mr. Saidi highlighted how the Government of Tunisia has focused its limited
capabilities on establishing new political, social and cultural contracts. He said that many of the social and
economic challenges facing his country were daunting, while at the same time the Government was working
under strict financial constraints. He highlighted how the measures put in place by the Government had
achieved a growth rate of 3.3 per cent in the first six months of 2012 and provided 60,000 job opportunities,
contributing to a drop in unemployment from 18.9 per cent to 17.6 per cent. He finally spoke of Tunisia’s
desire to expand its potential partnerships through closer cooperation with other Maghreb States, the Arab
region, the European Union and African countries.

D. AGENDA AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK
61. Presentations and discussions were made over three main sessions, under the following titles:

(@) Session 1: Jobless revolution - Short-term economic responses to unemployment in the Arab
region;

(b) Session 2: Looking for the money - Fiscal space in the aftermath of the Arab Spring: Is there
enough fiscal space for development?

(c) Session 3: Poor region with money - Reinforcing the role of Arab development funds: Bridging
the financing gap.

The meeting was concluded with a roundtable discussion on the future research agenda.
E. DOCUMENTS

62. Background papers and presentations given during the meeting are available on the ESCWA website
at: http://www.escwa.un.org/information/meetingdetails.asp?referenceNum=1990E.
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Ms. Sabine Hatem

Economist - Programme Officer
512, Corniche al-Nahr

P.O. Box: 16-5870
Beirut-Lebanon

Tel.: 961-1-425147/9 Ext.:511
Fax: 961-1-425860

E-mail: sabinehat@finance.gov.Ib

Libya

Mr. Ahmad Jehani

Chairman of Board of Directors
Libyan Development Policy Center
Tel.: 218-718-913309031

E-mail: ahmedjehani@hotmail.com

Mr. Mohamed A. Wefati
Managing Director

Horizons Development Studies and Consultancies

Hay Alandalus, Alamawieen St.
Tripoli-Libya

Tel.: 218-0-912124746

Mobile: 218-351-3990-91

Fax: 218-0-213513990 Ext.:116
E-mail: m.wafati@hdsc.ly

Palestine

Mr. Mohamed M. Nasr

Dean College of Business and Economics
14, Birzeit, West Bank, Palestine

Tel.: 970-2-2982197

Mobile: 970-599-836111

Fax: 970-2-2982963

E-mail: mnasr@birzeit.edu
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Sudan

Mr. El Sadig Bakheit Abdalla
Secretary-General

Forum of Arab Thought

P.O. Box: 1541, Amman 11941 Jordan
Tel.: 962-6-5333825

Fax: 962-6-5331197

E-mail: elfagih@hotmail.com

Mr. Elhadi Siddig Ali Numirey
Minister Plenipotentiary

Deputy Head of Mission

Tel.: 961-1-755203-350057
Mobile: 961-70-801096

E-mail: wadalsiddig@hotmail.com

Tunisia

Mr. Rida Saidi
Minister of Economy
Tunis

Mr. Said Aidi

President of the Board

EFE-Tunisie

F41, Residence du Lac, 4°™ étage

Rue du LacVictoria, 1053 Les Berges du Lac
E-mail: said.aidi@gmail.com

Mr. Jaloul Ayed

Former Minister of Finance
Republic of Tunis

Tel.: 216-98-701222

E-mail: jaloulayed@hotmail.com

Mr. Majdi Hassen

Executive Counsellor

Arab Institute of Business Leaders

La Maison de I’Entreprise, Angle Avenue
principale

Rue du Lac Turkana, 1053 Les Berges du Lac,
Tunis

Tel.: 216-71-962331

Fax: 216-71-962516

E-mail: majdi.hassen@iace.org.tn

Mr. Mohamed Haddar

President of Tunisian Economic Association
Tunis

Tel.: 216-98357976

E-mail: haddar.mohamed@yahoo.fr




Tunisia (continued)

Ms. Zouhour Karray

Professor of Economics
University of Carthage
FSEG-Nabeul

Tel.: 216-25267066

Fax: 216-72232318

E-mail: zouhour.karray@topnet.tn

Ms. Saoussen Ben Romdhane

Lecturer, Economist

Ecole Superieure des Commerce de Tunis
Rue des Roses, 8050

Hammamet-Tunisia

Tel.: 216-20581991

E-mail: Saoussen-benromdhane@hotmail.fr

Mr. Mohamed Ayadi

Professor

El Menzal 7 -Tunisia

Tel.: 216-71754532

E-mail: ayadimed2001@yahoo.fr

Mr. Faouzi EI-Mufti

International Development Consultant
World Bank, ITC. UNIDO

Tel./fax: 216-71829582

GSM: 216-98642154

E-mail: faouzil.elmufti@gmail.com

Yemen

Mr. Mohammed Ahmed al-Hawri

Deputy Minister for Economic Studies and
Forecasts

Ministry of Planning and International
Cooperation

P.O. Box: 175-Sana’a

Tel.: Office: 967-1-239675

Mobile: 967-711941100

Fax: 967-1-239706

E-mail: malhawri@gmail.com

Mr. Sultan al-Dubei

General Director of Protocols

Ministry of Planning and international
Cooperation

P.O. Box: 175 Sana’a-Republic of Yemen

Tel.: 967-1-250118

Mobile: 967-711-676730

Fax: 967-1-250113

E-mail: saldobai@gmail.com

Mr. Taha A. al-Fusalil

Ministry of Industry and Trade

Mobile: 967-733899322-777750400

E-mail: dr_talfusail@yahoo.com
tfussail@gmail.com

Mr. Yahya Y. al Mutawakel
Department of Economics

Sana’a University

Faculty of Commerce and Economics
P.0.Box: 13809-Maeen Post Office
Tel.: 967-1-270019

Mobile: 967-777270019

Fax: 967-1-277012

E-mail: yyalmutawakel @yahoo.com

B. UNITED NATIONS AGENCIES

Financing for Development Office
Department of Economic and Social Affairs

Mr. Hazem Fahmy

Chief, Multi-Stakeholder Engagement and
Outreach Branch

Financing for Development Office

Department of Economic and Social Affairs

2 UN Plaza, Room DC2-2150

New York, NY 10017-USA

Tel.: 1-212-963-5900

Fax: 1-917-367-5869

E-mail: fahmyh@un.org

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and
the Pacific

Mr. Aynul Hasan

Chief, Development Policy Section

Macroeconomic Policy and Development
Division

UN Bldg. Rajadamnern Nok Avenue

Bangkok 10200, Thailand

Tel.: 66-22881636

Mobile: 66811717498

E-mail: hasan.unescap@un.org



mailto:dr_talfusail@yahoo.com

United Nations Economic Commission for Africa

Mr. Nassim Oulmane

Chief Regional Integration Section

Office for North Africa

Avenue Attine, Secteur 3-A5, Hay Ryad
Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco

P.O. Box: 2062 Rabat Ryad

Tel.: 212-537717829/5613

Tele-fax: 212-537712702

E-mail: oulmane@uneca.org oulmane@un.org

World Bank

Ms. Susan Razzaz

Senior Country Economist

South Asia Economic Policy and Poverty Unit
73/5, Galle Road

Colombo 03, Sri Lanka

Gen. Tel.: 94-11-244-8070x344

Dir Tel.: 94-11-5561344

Mobile: 94-777773790

Fax: 94-11-2440357

E-mail: srazzaz@worldbank.org

United Nations Development Programme

Mr. Darim Albassam

Chief Advisor

UNDP Syria

Baghdad str. Gazazin, Khayat Bldg.
Damascus-Syria

Tel.: 963-11-4415927/28

Fax: 963-11-4415929

E-mail: darim.albassam@undp.org

Ms. Linda Abdul Aziz

Former Advisor to the Minister of Social Affairs
and Labour

UNDP Project-Syria

P.O. Box: 36219 Damascus-Syria

Tel.: 963-11-6113721

Mobile: 963-944275131

E-mail: linda.aziz@undpprojects.sy

slindaaziz@gmail.com
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United Nations Association of Lebanon

Mr. Samir Michel EI Daher

President of the United Nations Association
of Lebanon

Membre de I’ Academie Europeenne

des Sciences, des Arts, et des Lettres
Diplome’ d’Etudes Diplomatiques et Strategiques
Doctorant d’Etat et Sciences Politiques
P.O. Box: 92 Hazmieh

Tel.: 961-5-455027

Fax: 961-5-453656

Email: una@unalebanon.org

Ms. Randa Ibrahim Abou Saleh
Department of Public Relation
Tel.: 961-5-455027

Fax: 961-5-453656

E-mail: una@unalebanon.org

Ms. Joumana Habre
Marketing Manager

P.O. Box: 92 Hazmieh

Tel.: 961-5-455027

Fax: 961-5-453656

E-mail: una@unalebanon.org

Ms. Madona EI Hage

Economic and Finance Commission
P.O. Box: 92 Hazmieh

Tel.: 961-5-455027

Fax: 961-5-453656

E-mail: una@unalebanon.org




C. REGIONAL AND NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

Islamic Development Bank

Mr. Abdel-Hameed M. Bashir

Lead Evaluation Specialist, Lead Economist
Group Operations Evaluation

P.O. Box: 5929, Jeddah 21432

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Tel.: 966-2-6466936

Mobile: 966-50-2675427

Fax: 966-2-6467853

E-mail: ambashir@isdb.org

Arab Thought Forum

Mr. Elsadig B. Elfagih

Secretary General

P.O. Box: 1541 Amman 11941 Jordan
Tel.: 962-6-5333825

Mobile: 962-777077781-796269223
Fax: 962-6-5331197

E-mail: elfagih@atf.org.jo

Dubai Economic Council

Mr. Mahmoud al-Iriani

Economic Advisor

Economic Policy and Research Center
P.O. Box: 112288 Dubai, UAE

Tel.: 971-4-2234555

Dir: 971-4-2086113

Fax: 971-4-2885050

E-mail: malirani@dec.org.ae

Al-lktissad Wel-Aamal

Mr. Chafic Chaya

Public Relations Manager

P.0.Box:113-6194, Beirut 1103 2100 Lebanon
Tel.: 961-1-780200

Fax: 961-1-780206

Mobile: 961-3-348869

E-mail: chafic-chaya@iktissad.com

EuroMed Management

Mr. Thomas Lagoarde-Segot (HDR)

Associate Professor in Finance

EuroMed Management and Ex. Marseille University

Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Marseille Provence

BP 921-13288 Marseille cedex9-France

Tel.: 330491827390

Fax: 330491827983

E-mail: Thomas.lagoardesegot@euro
management.com
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Carnegie Middle East Center

Mr. Ibrahim Saif

Resident Scholar

Lazarieh Tower, 5" Floor

Bldg. No2026 1210, Emir Bechir Street

Downtown, Beirut

P.O. Box: 11-1061 Riad El Solh, Lebanon

Tel.: 961-1-991491

Fax: 961-1-991591

E-mail: isaif@carnegie-mec.org
isaif@gmail.com

Arab Planning Institute

Mr. Bader Malallah

General Director

Institute of Arab Planning

P.O. Box: 5834 Safat, 13059 State of Kuwait
Tel.: 965-24843130- 24844061

Fax: 965-24824935

E-mail: api@api.org.kw

Mr. Karim Adel Darwiche
External Relations Manager
Arab Planning Institute
Tel.: 965-99660150

Fax: 965-24849221

E-mail: karim@api.org.kw

Ms. Maryam AbdullAziz al-Jeaan

Deputy Director External Relations

Kuwait-Al Akilah

Tel.: 965-94449468

E-mail: ma.aljeaan@hotmail.com
maryam@api.org.kw

Foundation for Human and Humanitarian Rights

Ms. Gabriella Trudi

Consultant

Mirna Shalouhi Bldg. 8th floor, Sin EI-Fil
Tel.: 961-78-829347

E-mail: gabriellatrudi@virpilo.it

Ms. Anne Nixon

Consultant

Mirna Shalouhi Bldg., Sin EI-Fil
Tel.: 961-76-075531

E-mail: nixonae@gmail.com



mailto:Thomas.lagoardesegot@euro

Foundation for Human and Humanitarian Rights
(continued)

Financial Consultant

Mr. Abdulkader Husrieh
Financial Consultant

P.O. Box: 30595

5" Floor, Rouya4, 8th Gate
Yafoor, Damascus, Syria
Tel.: 963-11-3944000
Mobile: 961-76-361665

Fax: 963-11-3944009
E-mail: ahusrieh@gmail.com

CIDOB

Mr. Fracis Ghiles

Investment Senior

Senior Research Fellow
Elisabets12, 08001 Barcelona, Spain
Tel.: 34-933026495

Cell: 34-618776763

Fax: 34-933022118

E-mail: fghiles@cidob.org

Making Business Leaders

Mr. Mohamad Naffi

Development and Training Consultant
Baabda, Area8, St. 1 Bldg. 16 Lebanon
Mobile: 961-3-600609

Fax: 961-5-455523

E-mail: mohamad@naffi.info

Mr. Stephao Giagmino
Tel.: 971-50-5507946
E-mail: Stefano-giagmino@me.com

D. SPEAKERS

H.E. Mr. Marwan Kheirddine
Representing H.E Lebanese Prime Minister
Beirut-Lebanon

Mr. Charbel Maroun Nahhas
Ex. Minister of Labour

Tel.: 961-1-201547

E-mail: cnbureau@dm.net.lb

Mr. Rida Saidi
Minister of Economy, Tunis

Mr. Zafiris Tzanntos

Advisor ILO

International Labour Organization
Email: ztzannatos@yahoo.com

Mr. Nader Kabbani

Director of Research and Policy
Silatech

P.O. Box: 34111, Doha-Qatar
Tel.: 974-44994821

Mobile: 974-33495591

Fax: 974-44727651

E-mail: nkabbani@silatech.com
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Mr. Issa Maldaoun
Professor

Faculty of Economy
University of Damascus
Tel.: 963-944-731451
E-mail: usagr@scs-net.org

Mr. Mohammad Pournik

Poverty Practice Leader

Regional Bureau for Arab States, Regional Center
in Cairo

2 Hegaz St. Heliopolis, 6" floor

11737 Bahary, Cairo, Egypt

Tel.: 202-24564952 (dir)

Mobile: 202-01011324303

Fax: 202-24535602

E-mail: mohammad.pournik@undp.org

Mr. Rathin Roy

Regional Manager

UNDP Thailand

3" Floor United Nations Service Building
Rajdamnern Nok Avenue, Phranakom
Bangkok 10200, Thailand

Tel.: 66-0-23049100 ext.1825

Direct: 66-0-23049199

Fax: 66-1-22802700

E-mail: rathin.roy@undp.org



mailto:Stefano-giagmino@me.com

Mr. Abdel Hamid Hamdi Nawar

Associate Professor of Economics

Faculty of Economics and Political Science

15 Joudah al-Hanafi St., behind the Sports
Stadium

3211 Menoufia, Egypt

Tel.: 20-1226466226

E-mail: anawar@cu.edu.eq

anawar@feps.edu.eg

Mr. Saad Andary

Vice Governor

Central Bank of Lebanon
Beirut-Lebanon

Tel.: 961-1-750022
Mobile: 961-70-774006
E-mail: bdlgz@bdl.gov.lb

Economic and Social Commission for Western

Asia (ESCWA)

Mr. Abdallah al-Dardari

Chief Economist

Director Economic Development and
Globalization Division (EDGD)

UN-House, Riad EIl Solh Square

Tel.: 961-1-978476

Fax: 961-1-981301

E-mail: aldardari@un.org

Mr. Khaled Hussein

Head Globalization and Financing for
Development

Economic Development and Globalization
Division (EDGD)

UN-House, Riad EIl Solh Square

Tel.: 961-1-978461

Fax: 961-1-981301

E-mail: hussein@un.org

Ms. Fathia AbdelFadil

First Economic Affairs Officer

Economic Development and Globalization
Division (EDGD)

UN-House, Riad El Solh Square

Tel.: 961-1-978359

Fax: 961-1-981301

E-mail: abdelfadil@un.org
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Mr. Yahya Y. al-Mutawakel
Department of Economics

Sana’a University

Faculty of Commerce and Economics
P.O. Box: 13809, Maeen Post Office
Tel.: 967-1-270019

Mobile: 967-777270019

Fax: 967-1-277012

E-mail: yyalmutawakel @yahoo.com

Mr. Bader Malallah
General Director
Institute of Arab Planning

P.O. Box: 5834 Safat, 13059 State of Kuwait

Tel.: 965-24843130-24844061
Fax: 965-24824935

E-mail: api@api.org.kw

E. ORGANIZERS

Ms. Riwa Nasreddine

First Economic Affairs Officer

Office of Director

Economic Development and Globalization
Division (EDGD)

UN-House, Riad EIl Solh Square

Tel.: 961-1-978445

Fax: 961-1-981301

E-mail: rnassreddine@un.org

Ms. Milena Muhadinovic

Associate Economic Affairs Officer

Economic Development and Globalization
Division (EDGD)

UN-House, Riad EIl Solh Square

Tel.: 961-1-978467

Fax: 961-1-981301

E-mail: muhadinovic@un.org

Ms. Hana’a Saad

Staff Assistant

Development Policy Section

Economic Development and Globalization
Division (EDGD)

UN-House, Riad EIl Solh Square

Tel.: 961-1-978452

Fax: 961-1-981301

E-mail: saad@un.org


mailto:anawar@cu.edu.eg

European Commission

H.E. Ms. Angelina Echhorist

Chef de Délégation

Délégation de I’Union Européenne

en République Libanaise

Beyrouth

Tél: 961-1-569400

Fax: 961-1-569415

E-mail: angelina.eichhorst@eeas.europa.eu

Mr. Simon Bojsen-Mgller

Economy and Trade Attaché

Political and Economic Section

Delegation of the European Union

To the Syrian of Arab Republic

Najeeb al-Rayyes St. Bldg. No.3,

Abou Roumanah

P.O. Box: 11269 Damascus

Tel.: 963-11-3327640, Leb.: 961-1-569400
Fax: 963-11-3320683, Leb.961-1-569415
E-mail: simon.bojsen-moller@eeas.europa.eu
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Mr. Charles Abdallah

Economist

Delegation of the European Union to Lebanon

490 Harbor Drive Building, Charles Helou
Avenue. Saifi, Beirut

P.O. Box: 11-4008

Riad El Solh, Beirut 1107 2150

Tel.: 961-1-569400 ext.211

Fax: 961-1-569415

E-mail: Charles.abdallah@eeas.europa.eu

Ms. Hillen Francke

Economic Analyst

Neighborhood countries- Macro financial
Assistance

European Commission

Directorate General for Economic and Financial
Affairs

European Commission Office, CHAR 11/222,
1049 Brussels-Belgium

Rue de le Lo/Wetstraat 170.1040

Tel.: 32-2-2984997

E-mail: hillen.francke@ec.europa.eu







