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QUESTI ON OF THE VI OLATI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS I N THE OCCUPI ED ARAB
TERRI TORI ES, | NCLUDI NG PALESTI NE

RACI SM RACI AL DI SCRI M NATI ON, XENOPHOBI A AND RELATED | NTOLERANCE

QUESTI ON OF THE VI OLATI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS,
I NCLUDI NG PCLI CI ES OF RACI AL DI SCRI M NATI ON AND SEGREGATI ON AND OF
APARTHEI D, I N ALL COUNTRI ES, W TH PARTI CULAR REFERENCE TO CCLON AL
AND OTHER DEPENDENT COUNTRI ES AND TERRI TORI ES: REPCRT OF THE
SUB- COVM SSI ON UNDER COWMM SSI ON ON HUMAN RI GHTS RESOLUTION 8 (XXI11)

Letter dated 14 January 1998 fromthe Pernanent Representative of
Israel to the United Nations O fice at Geneva addressed to the
Acting Deputy Hi gh Commi ssioner for Hunman Ri ghts

Allow ne to refer to a letter of 15 August 1997 subnmitted to you by the
Per manent Observer of the PLO in Ceneva and circul ated, at his request, on
19 August 1997 as an official docunent of the Conmm ssion on Human Ri ghts and
al so of the Sub-Conmi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of
Mnorities (E/ CN. 4/1998/8-E/CN. 4/ Sub. 2/1997/45). In that scurrilous letter
the PLO Cbserver accused the Israeli Mnistry of Health of authorizing
pharmaceuti cal conpanies “to experinment with dangerous drugs” on nore than
4,000 Pal estinians being held in detention facilities by Israel

GE. 98-10592 (E)



E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 124
E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1998/ 2
page 2

For several nmonths now, we have been reluctant to dignify this
outrageous and totally false allegation with a response. W had hoped,
evidently naively, that M. Raml awi woul d be persuaded to retract the gross
anti-Semtic slur that he nade during the fifty-third session of the
Conmi ssion. However, it is now clear that, far fromretracting, he is intent
on conpoundi ng the insult by making further accusations in the same vein
agai nst the Israeli nedical authorities. Moreover, it is unfortunately
becom ng apparent that M. Raml awi's canards fit into a wi der background of
crude anti-Semtic (and not just anti-Israel) propaganda, currently being
di ssemi nated by certain Pal estinian representatives in their unrelenting
incitement against Israel - in patent violation of the Oslo Agreenents
(witness, for exanple, the support recently expressed by the Pal estinian
Witers' Association for Roger Garaudy, currently on trial in Paris on charges
of denying the Hol ocaust).

To the substance of the present matter, the Israeli Mnister of Health
has issued an absolute and categoric denial of M. Ram awi's allegations of
experinmentation with new and dangerous drugs on Pal estini an detai nees and
prisoners. |In addition, he has expressed outrage and indignation that the PLO
bserver should have dared to suggest such an abhorrent idea. Let ne quote
froma statenent issued on 23 Septenber 1997 by the spokesman of the Mnistry
of Health:

“lsrael abides neticulously by all the regulations and instructions

i ssued by relevant international organizations with regard to drug
production. Mnister of Health Joshua Matza maintains a close foll ow up
on the adherence to all the regulations and he personally expresses his
exasperation and anger at the dissem nation of groundl ess defamations.”
Contrary to M. Ram awi's nendaci ous clainms, so-called “information” on
t he subj ect has never been “revealed” in parlianentary conmittees in the
Knesset, nor has it been “reaffirmed’” by officials of the Mnistry of Health.
M. Ram awi's letter is, in fact, no nore than a transparent concoction of

fal sehoods, inspired - |like others he has penned - by the infanobus doctrine of
the “big lie".

Wth regret, | have to request that this letter be distributed as an
of ficial document of the Conmi ssion, under items 4 and 12 on the provisiona
agenda for its fifty-fourth session, and of the Sub-Commi ssion, under item 2
on its provisional agenda for its fiftieth session

(Signed) Yosef LANMDAN
Ambassador
Per manent Representative



