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pargaons who enterad into contact with the Group in Cuba.

Letter dated 18 October 1988 from the Chairman of the Group
addregssed to the pargons who ontered into contact with the Group
during its vigit to Cuba.

Letter dated 13 Decamber 1988 from the Chalrman of the Group
addressed to the Permanent Repraesentative of Guba at Geneva
transmitting to him tcansceripts of testimony by individuals and
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“Informe sobre agresiones biolégicas contra la Eepiblica de Cuba™,
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Letter esigned by 22 members of the Political Prisonars Organization
dalivered to Ambagsador Dichev {(Bulgaria) and Ambaszgador Lillis
{Ireland} on 29 Septempber 1988 in the Combinads del Este prison.

"Log Abogadoz ¥ el Ordenamiento Juridico™, Chapter I of the raport
"Derechos humanos en Cuba" prapared by tha Coalegio die Abopades de la
Ciudad de Wuwava York, 1983.

Judgement of 23 September 1983 by the pecple's Municipal Tribunal of
Diez de Detubre and judgement of 22 Aupgust 1983 by the Paopla's
Provineial Tribuna of the City of Havana in the caze of Arturg A,
Garcia Rebollar.

"Boletin Espetial. Equipo de Opinidn del Pueblo. DOR. Partido
Comunista de Guba, Provinecia de Holwuin®. {Special Bulletin, Publie
Opinion Unit, Guban Commwinizt Party, Previnee of Holguinm).

"Status ¥ Bol del Médico en Cuba®, by Dr. Omar del Pozo Marrera,
member of the Medical Commigsion of the Guban Commitbee for Human
Rights, Havana, August 19BE.

“Darachos Humancg ¥ Educacidén en Cuba™ by Sebagtidn Arecos Cazabdn of
the Cuban Committee for Human Rights, Havana, August 1988,
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Chapter 1
MANDATE, ESTABLLSHMENT AND ACTIVITIES OF THE GROUP
a. ci &7
1. At itz S56th meeting, on 10 March 1988, the Cormission on Ruman Rights

withcut 3 vote took the following decision:

"The Commizeion on Human Bights, having regard to the invitation of
the GCovernmemnit of Cubs, decided:

{a) Lo accept the invitation that the Cheirman and five members of
the Commission, appointed following regiomal consultations, should
visit Cuba in order to observe the human tights situation:

{b} that the Cheirman of the Commission, together with the five
other membetrs of the mieesion, should prepare a report to be sulmitted
for consideration by the Commission, which would decide on the manner
in which the report was to be exanlned.”

2. Thig veport is being submitted to the Commisslon on Human Rights
pursuant to the above-mentioned decislon, with the aim of Informing the
Comnission of the group's observations on the human rights situation in Cubs,
Chapter I details the group’s activities before, durlng and after its visit to
Cuba. Chapter 11 covers the constitutional and legal aspects of human rights
in Guba. Chaptets I1I and IV set out the group's observationz ot civil and
poelitical rights end on economic, secial and cultural rights respectively.
Chapter V contains the final conziderations. The report alsg includes a set
of ammexes which form sn integral pact of 1it.

B. E bl of 8 Grou

a. Through a press release dated 31 May 1988, the Chairman of the
Compission onh Human Rightc at its forty-fourth session announced the
wmemberahlp of the group which would visit Cuba pucsuant to decision 1988/106.
The group, under the chairmanship of Anbassador Alioune 2ene, from Senegsl, in
his capacity az Chairman of the Commission on Human Rights, wss composed,
after regional econsultstions, of the following swwbers: Ambazzador J. Sefl
Attah, from Migeria, vepresenting the Afcican Group; Anbassador Todor Dichev,
from Bulgaria, reprgsenting the Eastern Hucopesn Group: Under—Secretary for
Foreign Affairs Jozé D. Inglez, from the Philippines, representing the Asian
Group; Amhageador Michael J. Lillis, from Ireland, representing the Group of
Hestern Buropean and others States; and Ambassadeor Rafael Rivas Posada, from
Colombia, repregsenting the Latin American Group.

C. Preliminary activities

4. On 9 June 1588 the Chsirmsn of the group met with ithe Parmgnent
Bepresentative of Cuba to the United Wations Office at Genewva for the purpose
of coordinate the group's visit. The Permanent Representative of Cuba
expressed the wish of his Government to co-operate wikh the group in the
fulfilment of its mandate. The Chairman of the group proposed tentatively
that the wisit take place between 18 and 24 september 19BE. 0On 4 July 1988 on
the iniciative of the Permanent Representative of Cuba, the Chairman me: in
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CGeneva with Deputy Minister for External Relationz of Cuba, Mr. Baill Roa
Kouri. The Deputy Minister eeiterated the wish of his Covearnment to
co—-gperate with the group; furthermore he expressed the agreement of the
Covernment of Cuba with the dates propozed by the Chairman. He also
emphasized hiz GCovermment's views that it was for the group to determine in
complete freedom the detaile of its wisit and he repeated that the group could
neet whonever it wirhed and go wherever it wanted. He nevertheless stated
that the Cubon Government wished te submit a propoced programme of work that
included a list of government officials and rvoepragentatives of mass
ovganizationg whon, in the Covernment's view, the group should meet ducing its
vigit. In addition, the Cuban Covernment proposed a list of inetitutions that
might be vigited. #Among the officials the Government suggegted that the group
gshould interview were the Minister for External ®elationg, the Minisier of the
Intericr, the Minister of Justice, the President of the Supreme Court of
Justice, the Atbtorney-General, the Director of Prisong and the Chief of the
Departnant of State Zecurity. The institutions suggested for visits included
the Wationsl Assenmbly of People’s Powar, various educational centras,
hospitals and prisons {including Combinado del Este, Boniato, Women's Prison,
ete.}, The Deputy Minister further suggested that the group showld intecview
representatives of Massg organizations, including the Communist Youth
Orzganization and the Federation of Cuban Women. Anmex I to this report
containg a note reflecting the proceedings at this neeting.

5. On the request of the Govermment of Cuba the Chalrman of the group met
once again with the Deputy Minister for External Relations in Geneva on 25
July 1988 prior to the opening of the ficst mesting of the group.

6. After the adoption of the decision by tha Commiszion on Human Rights
and while the process of choosing nembers of the group was under way, private
individuals and organizations comunicated to the Commizzleon their views on
varioue ocpects of the human rights situstion in Cuba. The information from
private individuals and organizations thus received congisted of reports and
publications; some organizations, including the Labour Commisgiom For Human
Eights in Cuba, bazed in Miami, the Hadeid Office of the Cuban Committee for
Huwan Bights, the United States ¥ission to the United Bations Office at Geneva
and the Cuban Political Impeizomment grganizatiom, Lransmitted information on
individual cases. The group's Chairman, in hiz capacity as Chairman of the
Compizsion on Human Rights, interceded with the duban Government, calling for
a prompt solution to some of these cages on purely humanitacian geounds. The
letters sent by the Chalrman were delivered to Ambasgsador Carles Lechuga
Hevia, the Permanent Eepregentative of Cuba to the United Wationg Office at
Geneva, and were dated 17 June 1988 (6 casex), 30 June 1988 (9 cases) amd

14 July 1988 (10 cases). fm 1 September 19EE */ the Chairman submitted an
additional cese. The Cuban Government informed the Chairman orally that 10
cages were under study, 8 had the authorization to enter or leave the country,
5 were momentsrily fochidden from abandonming Cuba and 3 had no difficulties to
leave the country if they so wish.

7. Following consultations with the members, om 29 June the Chalrman
convenad the firzt meetlng of the gtoup, to be held in Geneva from 25 Lo

29 July 1988. At the sawe time, he requested the Commigsion's secretariat to
prepare the following docunents for that meeting: a summacy of the principal
huan tights provisions in the Cuban Constitution and Penal Lode; a list of
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international hiaman cights conventions ratified by Cuba;: a list of documents
relating to the humen rights situation in Cuba received by the group up to

30 June 1928 from Cuban and foreign non-governmental organizations; a list of
all individual cases rveferred to in materlal received by the secretariat; a
list of pergons or entities wishing to be heard by the group; and a list of
private individuals and organizations who had requested the group's assistance
in Bolving apecific problems. */

0. Firgt meeting of the Group {Geneva, 25-20 July 19388)

8. At its first mesating, the group discussed the scope of the mandate it had
baen given by the Commizsion on Buman Righte and the criteris it would use to
ohserve the human rights sgituation in Cuba. 1In this respect, it agreed by
congangus that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the international
ingtruments relating to human rights ratified by Cuba would congtitute the
fundamental bench-mark for its observationy {gee annex I1}. The members of
the group also discussed the programme of work, inm the light of the propesal
made by the Government of Cuba. They decided, in addikion, to grant equal
time and opporbtunities to the povertmental sector and the non- govermmental
gector and te set acide, within their programme, the necesgary tliwe for visits
to places of interesk. All these decislions were takan by consenzus, a
procedure which the group agreed to follow in future.

9., Similarly, the group teviewed the material received and the documents
mankioned above. It also took the opportunity to exchange viewz on the
principal provisions of the Cuban Congtitution and Fenel Jde involving human
righte in Cuba. It went on to discugs a tuwbar of wal’ . concerning its
vigit and took the following decigions:

{1} Tr send the Covernment of Cuba a selection of documents received by
the group from Cuban and foreign nom-governmentel organizations in ordar that
the Government might, if it 20 wished, oxprese its opinions om them to the
group (see annex III). Mmong those documents were several sent by
non—governmental organizations and individuals in Miaml including lists of
gome 2,000 cases and letters of allegations of humen rights gaid to have
geeured in earlier years. Thase allegations referced to cight to life,
integrity, security, individual libecty and privacy; political and religicus
fragdomg: judicial protection of rights and public freedoms;: and the right
to education. These documenks wars teansmlitted by letter dated
29 Aungust 1988. The group did not raceive any written compents £rvom the Cuben
authorities on these documents; during interviews with the group, howewver,
the authorities provided information on verious aspects.

{23 T7To send the Goverrmenk of Cuba a noke comtaining its principal
questionz ghout the possible offect on human rights of certain constitutiomal
and penal provisions and to ask for comeents, if possible for the group's next
maeting, to be held from 12 to 15 September 1988.

*/ The documenks are available for consultation, in the secretariat's
filas.
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{3) To approve a provigional programm of work for the wisit, which,
after a lengthy exchange of ldeas, was drawn up on the basis of the principle
of accoummodating the wishes of each mesber of the grovp, without giving anyone
priority over anyone elgse. Applying that principle, the group decided to
extend its visit, agreeing that it should take place from 16 to
25 September L%88. The group also agresd to send a member of the secretariat
Lo Cuba a few days before itz arrival, 30 a3 to prepare details of the wisit
and Lo make arrangements for individuala and organizatioms that might regquest
interviews with the group or submit testimony to it. The group also agreed
that itz gecond mesting before the visit to Cuba weuld be held in Genova from
12 to 15 Septewber 1928 and that, in the tourse of the meeting, it would
recaive any human rights organizations wishing to address it.

(4) To agree that the Chalrman would be tha only person authorized to
make statements to the wags commnication madia in connection with tha group's
mandate.

{5) To gend tha Covernment of Cubs a communiqué announcing the group's
vieit, for appropriate publication in the Ouban prage 3¢ from 10 August 1988,
The text of the communiqué was tranamitted to the Permanent Representative of
Cuba to the United Wations by letber on 4 August 1988, The communigué hegan
by reproducing decizion 19887106 in full. Tt went ot to list the members of
the group and give the datea of {ta yialt. Tt concluded by etatiog that any
organizations or persons interested in supplying information or to meet the
group could contact the secretariat through the UNDP office in Havana
before 10 Sepitember 1988. The full text of the communigud will be found in
annex LV,

10. During this first prepacatory meeting, on 28 July 1988 the group invited
the Permanent Representative of Cuba to the United Hations Dffice at Geneva,
who was informed of its decisions and with whom it exchanged views on various
aspects of tha visit. The group requested and obtained guarantees from the
Government of Cuba that no reprisals would be taken against persons testifying
befora it. For his par:t, the Ambagsador of Cuba undertopk to send to hisz
Government, az soon ag he received them, the documents selectad by the group
and the note it had preparad about the implications on human cights of certain
Cuban constitutional and penal provigions. He further undertook to
commnicate to hig Government tha dates of the visit and the group’s programme
of work and to request that the commmiqué announcing ites visgit should be
reported in the principal media. The group smphasized the need for the sgaid
communigqué to be published in the prese in due time prior to the visit. (See
atnex V).

11. After the proup had sent to the Cuban Governmant the latter dated

4 amigust 1988 containing its request to publicize tha above comwmuniqué, the
secretariat contacted the Besident Representative of DNOP in Havana, for the
purpesa, of co-ordinating the publication of the commmmigua. Shortly
afterwards, tha secratapiat was informed by the Ministry for Extermal
Ealations that the Govarnmant of Guba would, through its Permanent
Bepregsentative in Geneva, consult the Chairman of tha group on how often the
compuniqué was to be published. After informal consultations with the
participation of members of the group, the newspaper Granma published a notice
on 27 August 1988 reporting the announcement by the Deputy Minister for
External Eelations of the group's visit to Cuba, The text of the motice wiil
ba found in annex VE.
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E. Second meeting of the Sroup (Seneva, 12-15 Septembar 1988)

12. om 12 SephLepbar 194%, before its second meating, the group's Chairman had
8 meeting in Geneva with Cuba‘s Deputy Minister for External Relations at the
latter's iniciative, with whom he arranged details relating to the group's
vigit. In the courze of its sactond meeting, the grouwp haard ztatements by
representatives of Amnesty International and the Hew Yotrk Glty Bar Association
on the results of their working vislts to Guba. Delegations from both
organizations visited Cuba in 1988 at the invitation of the Government of
Cuba, to study the human rights situation. The group alszo ceceived testimony
from eight tepresentatives of the Task Force for Human Rights, baged in Miami,
two representatives of the association Women for Human Rights Inc., and one
repregentative of the Spanlsh section of the Cuban Committes for Humasn Rights,
based in Madrid. These three organizations reported alleged wiolationz of
human rights relating to the right to lLife, integrity, security, iodividual
libarty and political and religiouz freadoms,

F. The vigit to Cuba (16-25 Zaptember 1988)

13. The group, accompanied by five members of the staff of the Centre for
Homsn Right?, #ix interpreters, two gound engineers and a presg officer,
arrived at José Marti aicport in Havana early in the morning of

16 September 1988 and waz met by the Deputy Minister €or Extsrnal Relations of
Cuba, Mr. Radl Beoa Kouri. Both tha Deputy Minister and the group's Chairman
made statements to the press. In the afbtevnoon of the agame day the group wag
received in person by Mr. Isidoro Malmierca, Minister for External Relations,
who ztated that, in the view of the Cuban authorities the mandate of the group
wag to observe the gituation of hwman rightg in Cuba. During its stay in
Cuba, the group met Dr. Fidel Casbro Ruz, President of the Council of State
{25 September). It was also received by Mr. Carlos Rafael Rodrigusz,
Vice-President of the Gouncil of State {25 September), and other senior
govermnament officials, in particular those responsible for seclors dicectly
related to humem vights. Thus, the group met Mr. José A. Fernéndez, Winister
of Education, and Wr. Fernando Veclno Alegret, Minister of Higher Education
{19 September): Mr. Julio Teja, Minister of Health (20 September);

Gen. José Abrantes, Minlster of the Interior (22 Septembeac);

Nr. Juan Escalona Reguera, Hinister of Justica (22 Sephember} and

Mr. ¥rancis¢o Linaces Calve, Minigter of Labour {23 Septenber)}, It alzo met
representatives of the legiglature and the judiciary, the former including
Mr. Luis Mendoz Morejdn, Secretary-Genaral of the Waticnal Assembly of
People's Powar and peven other members (17 September); and the latter
ineluding Mr. Ra(Gl Amaco Salup. President of the Supreme Court {22 September}.
On the zams day it also met Mr. Bamdén de la Cruz Ochoa, Attorney-General of
the Republic; repragentatives of the Cuban Union of Jurists, headad by

Hr. Carlos Amat Torres, Presidant of the Union; the Hational Directorate of
Bufetes Colectivoe (Aesocliated Lawyers' Offices), haadad by

Mr. Emllianc Maurela Porto; and Mc. Joaé Felipe Carneade and

Mr. Carlos Aldana Escalante, the Commwnist Party officials responsible for
raeligious affairs and for information and culture respachively.




E/CH.A/1S98B9 /A%
page 11

14. The group also met officials of the Housing Institute (2¢ September) and
leaders of the following mass organizetions: Hetional Co-ordinating
Organization for the Committees for the Defence of the Rewolution (CDR)

(21 September}, Federation of Secondary School Students {FEEM), Pedecation of
University Students (FEU), Union of Communist Youth (UJC) and Cuban Union of
Journalists (23 September), In addition, the group had the opportunity ko
hear and talk with the President of the Cuban Radio and Television Instltute
(23 SepLember).

15. At s meeting held on 18 September the group exchanged views with
prominent figucez in the world of Cuban artz and culture invited by the Unlon
of Writters sod Artists of Cuba. It also met directors of the principal
newspapets, pericdicals and television and radio statlons, nawely Gramma,
Bohemia, Juwentud Rebelde, Trabajadora, TeleRebelde and Radic Rebelde (23
September). This meeting was also attended by the Dean of the Faculty of
Journalism in the Univergity of Hevana and the President of the Cuban Unlon of
Journalists.

16. During its stay in Havena the group visited educational Institutlons,
hospitals, a Committee for the Defence of the Revolution, & detention centre,
and a prison. The educational institutions visited included the

José Antonio Echevercvie Advanced Political Tnstitute, the San Antonio de los
Bafiog Secondary School, the International Cinema School (19 September) and the
Ceséreg Fernéndez Dimz Primary School (20 Septenber). The hospitals visited
included the Hermanos Aneijeida Hospital and the Psychiatric Hospital

{20 Beptember). The group alsc wisited the Atmwande Parva GCommittes for the
Defence of the Eevolubtion {Me. 5) in the municipality of 10 de Octubre, and
the Villa Marista {(Headquarters of the Department of State Security and
Rolding Centre for intevcogation of Btate Security prisoners) and the
Combinado del Egste prilson, where it talked with nine prigoners chosen by the
group during its wisit (21 September).

17. The group travalled cukside Hovens on two oceaszioms. On the firet
gecagion {17 September), at the suggestion of the Covermment of Cuba, it
vigited the Iegla de la Juventud, where it was met by local officials and the
Hinister of Education, who accompanied the group on 3 vwisit to a echool for
Hamibkian children, where these and children of other nationalitiee sttending
other schoole on the Igla de la Juventud gave a wueical perfermance. The
group also vieited the old Isla de Pines prison, now converted intc a museunm.

18. Om the second occasion (24 September) and on its own initiative, the
group travelled to the province of Pinar del ERie, where it wet provincial
aofficials. It visited the provincial prison, known as "Cinco y Medio™, whera
it talked with two common priscners and one counter-revoluticnary prisoner,
and at the Republica de Chile Apricultural Production Cooperative, where it
had o wide-ranging informal talk with the Co-operative's leaders and members,
and afterwords visited their premises, On the same day, the group split up
for the secand and last tiwe ducing its vizit tc Guba. One of tha resulting
=ubgroups talked with the Frovincial Social Welfare and Assistance Commiceion,
while the other talked with provincial representatives of the Federation of
Cuban Women. The other occasion om which the geoup sSplit up was when
Awhassadors Lillis and Dichev were azked by the proup to veceive
eommnicationsg that some political prisoners wanted to convey to it in
Coublnade del Este Prison. Ir the late afternoon, the group recelved coralk
testinony from 10 persons from Ciudad Sandinc and written testimony from scme
40 other persons.
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1%. In addition to all these activities, and in strict conformity with its
edrlisr decision to divide its time equitably between the governmental and
non-governmental zectors, the group received non-governmental organizations at
the Hotel! Comodoro in Havana, where it was staying. These were the Cuban
Compittee for Human Rightz, represented by itz Vice-President, M. Gustavo
Arcod Bergnes, and by the heads of the sectoral sub—committees on Bducation,
Art and Letters and on Public Health represented by Mc. Sebastian Accos
{son); the GCommission for Human Rights and Hational Reconstruction, headed by
Mr. Elizarde $anchez Santa Gruz (17 September), the Allied Human Rights and
Hational Reconciliation Organizations, headed by Mc. Julio Soto Angucel

{17 September): the Azoclacidn Waturista Vida, vepresented by

Mr. Orlande Pole and Mrg. Mercedes Pérez Lorénte (17 September); and the
Asocipeién Pro—Art Libre {(Free Arts Agsocliation), headed by

Mr. Armando Acaya Garcis and M3. Rita Fleitas Ferndndez {22 September). The
group algo invited the leadera of the Cuban Bcumenical Council, headed by
Reverend Radil Suédrez Remos (17 September) and the Catholic Episcopal
Conference (23 September) to meet with the group, at which the Conference was
reprecented by ite President Monaignor JFaime Ortega, Archbishop of Havana,
Monsignor Joaé Siro Gonzales, Bishop of Pinar del Rio and

Monsignor Carlos Manuel de Cégpedes, Director of the Secretariat of the
Epizcopal Conference. 1In all, the group recaived testimony from mora than

30 official vepresentatives of non-govermmental organizations.

20. The group alao received cral testimony from approximately 50 percons.
The group was obliged to take steps to ensure that, as far as possiblae, all
patrsons vequesting a meeting were duly heard and their casas appropriately
tecordad. Individual and eollective testinony received by mail wag alse
recorded and filed, together with testimony given in person. This was dome by
organizing a ceception system which operated permanently throughout the
visit. In addition to direct testimony from the 37 persons it interviewed,
more than 30 of whom represented non-governmental organizations, with the
co-oparation of the United Wations Development Brogramme office in Havana and
the secretarlat, the Secretariat on behalf of the group also received writken
teztimony from approximately 1,600 parsone. Annex YII gives the names of
these percoms with an indication of their complaints. */

2. 0w 25 Septenber, the day of its departure, the group wasz received
geparately by Dr. Fidal fastco Bmz, President of the Council of State, and
Nr. Carlos Hafael Bodriguez, Vice-President of the Council of State. The
latter answerad the principal gquestions which had arisen during the group's
vigit comcetning variousz aspacts of human riphts in Cuba and any other
questiong the group wished t& ask him. For his part, President Fidel Castro
raceivad the group at the Presidential Palace and, after converszing with the
group, enterktained it to a working luncheon, in which members of the group
exchangad opinions with him and with the Vice. President of the Council of
Statas, other senior Cuban officlals prasent, and intellectualsz and leaders of
na=s organizations the group had met in the course of ite wieit.

22. On the afternoon of the same day, the group held a meeting in which it
took a number of decisioms relating to the preparation of the preliminarcy
dratt of the report to be discussed at its next meeting., Tt agreed that the
meeting would be held in Geneva from 5 to 9 Decembatr 19858 and tantativaly
establighed that the report would be approved at a meeting to be held feom
23 to 27 Janwary 1989. The group also decided to send the following
communications:
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{l) Letter to the Cuban Ministey of the Interior requesting, on
hemanitarian grounds, a solution to the problems praventing the Lemporary or
final entry or departure of approximately 65 persons. (Sae the Lext of the
latter in annex VIII. The list of the 65 persone iz to be found in annex IX.

(2) Ligt zent to the Cuban Deputy Minicter for External Belations
containing the names and addreszas of all perszons who contacted the group
dutring itz stay in Cuba. The latker, dated 11 Octobar 1988, pointed out that
the ligt was transmitted with the sscurances given by the authorities that no
diffieulties would ba created for any of those persons because they had
contacted the group. The full text of the lubber will be found in anmex X,

{(3) Letter to each of the persons who contacted the group in Cuba,
together with the non-governmental organizations whieh offered to co-operate.
This letter, dated 18 October 1988, wac eent through the United Mations
Development Programme cffice. Tm it the group said it would do averything in
its power to ensure that the cases in question were ewamined and dealt with hy
the competent authorities. The text of the letier will be found in annex XI.

23. At the end of the group‘'s vizit and before it ceturned from Cuba, the
Chairman gave a press conference, at which he was accompanied by the obher
members of the group. The Chalrmpan summarized the group's activities during
its visit snd answered gquestions from journalists. Throughout the visit, a
member of the secretariat informed the press every day of the group’s
activities. On hiz veturn to Cemeva, the Chairman gave a press conference.

24. The logistic preparations requested by the secretariat on behalf of the
group were made by the Cuban autherities. Securibly measures connected with
the growp's activities in Guba were handled by the Cuban authorities. The
Cuban Government alzo made itself fully respousible for the group's transport
in Cyba. The group itself bore the c¢ost of its travel o Guba and of its
board and lLodging.

G. Thivd meeting of the Group {(Genewva, 5-% December 1938}

25. During its third meeting, in Geneva, the group discussed the prel iminavy
draft of its teport to the Commission on Human Rights, tock note of the
comounications received since its veturn from Cuba, and decided:

{1} To meet again from 16 to 20 January 1989 to exanine the reviaed
draft of the report.

{2} To transmit to the Quban authorities the written testimeny received
by the group, except where the persons submitting the testimeny requested that
it should not be transmitbed, together with the documents provided by
nen—goevernnental erganizations end a transeription of the interviews
{B7 in all) held by the group directly with individuals and representatives
9f Cuban non-govermmental organizations. The text of the letier dated
13 December 1988 pay be found in amnex XL1I.
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{3} To take note of the communication of 14 Wovember 1988 from the fuban
Government signed by the Ninistry of Iaterior in ancwetr to the letter dated
23 September 1988 from the Chairman of the group requesting the Cuban
Government to intervene on humanitarian grounds to allow 49 cases (invelving
65 persons) to leawe the country. According to the Guban Govermment's reply,
41 of these cases (involwving 50 personc} have a Eavourable resuli with the
Cuaban mizratory regulations. 18 of them {invelving 22 persons} have all the
paper in order but have not yet received the corresponding vica from the
receiving country. Finelly B cases {(invelving 15 persons) can not leave the
countty for the time being. The latter are meot indefinitely forbidden teo
travel abroad but according to existing repulations they must walt an
appropriate pericd of time because of military service reasoms, because they
ate doctors or because of other reasons. (See the full text of the letter in
annex IX).

(4] To communicate orally to the Permanent Bepresentative of Cuba in
Geneva allegations of reprisals that the Gevernment was said to be taking
against 14 persoms whoe spoke with the group in Cuba. <{See annex XIIL}.

26, Om 8 Decenber 1966, the group spoke with the Permanent BRepresentative of
Cuba to the United Hationz and stated, through the Chairman, the group's
intention to send him all the documentary information gathered im Cuba, for
the purpose of obtaining the Government's commente. The Anbassador of Cuba
regratbed that he had wot received such information earlier, for in view of
the short zpace of Lime bebween delivecing the information and the next
meaking of the group it would be very difficult for hls Government to copwment
appropriately on all the matecial with which it was being provided. The
Chairman told him that the deafiing and approval of the report did wot depend
on receipt of the Cuban Government's reply. He also drew the attention of the
authorities Lo allegations foom Cuba Lthal ceprisals were being taken agaiost
petsons who provided the group with testimony. On this matber, the
Ambagsador of Cuba said that nobody had suffered ceprisals ag a vesull of
contacting the group, but it should also be borme in mind that the faet of
having contacted the group in no sense afforded irmmunity under the Cuban legal
system.

H. Fourth mecting of the Group {Geneva, 16-20 Januacy 1989}

27. The group continued its examination of the draft report for the
Sommission for Human Eights; in additionm it took mote of a note verbale from
the Government of Cudba datd 9 January 1289 {se anmex XI¥) to which it agresd
on a reply (gep anmnex XV). Finally the group decided to re--convens

on 20 February 1939,

I. Fifth eting of the Grou Seneva, 20— 31 February 1989

28. At its fifth meesting the group adopted the pressent report.
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Chaptar 1T
CONSTLTUTLOMAL AND LEGAL ASPECTS OF HUMAN BIGHTS IN CUBA

29. As has already been mentioned in chapter I, on 29 August 1983 the group
gani to the Cuban Government, inter alia, a note contalning a gseries of
questione about certain conatitutiomal and legal provielons relating to its
mandate. The note began ags follows:

"At its first preparatory meeting, the group considered thae nead to
agtablish the terms of reference Tor tha parformanca of its tazk, namely,
te monitor the situwation of human rights im Cuba and to report thereon.
The group agreed that its terms of reference must be the Universal
Declaration of Human Righte and the international conventions to which
Cuba iz a party.

1w the coucse of itz first preparatory meeting, the group held a
preliminary discusszion on the possible impact of a rumbar of Cuban
constitytional and penal provisions on hwman rights. Several questions
wera acked on this subject and it was deemad usaful to transmit them to
the Government of Cuba, in the form tn which they were asked, in ocdec to
receive such corxments ag the Govermment might wish Lo make, if possible
bafore the forthcoming meating of the group on 12 Septembar,

The group wiszhes to emphasize that the questions which follow ara
aimed at eztablishing the consequances for buman rights of the
implementation of the provisions under consideration, and in no way seek
to call their legality in question. That is a matter for the Cuban
people {itself to determipe.”

30. Because of their relevance to the human rights situatiom in Cuba, the
questions asked by the group and the references made to them by the Cuban
suthorities during its visit to Cuba are transeribed in this section. Im
drafting it, as in all its activities, the group boce in wmind the agreesnent
reached at its first meeting whereby the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
and the international huwman rights' comventione ratified by Cuba would be its
bagic frame of reference in obsetrving the human rights situwation in Guba., The
thenes to which the group's questions presented to the Governpent relate are
a3 follows: personal frecdom; administration of justice; freedom of
movenment and rieht of asylum; <itizenship; raligious freedom, freedom of
axpression and freadom of the pressz; f{reedom of azsembly and association;

and frecdom of education. In addition, the note referred to two subjects of a
genetral nature which are presented in the final part of this section: 1limits
set on the cights recognized by the Constitutlon and states of emevzency. The
questions which were not answered or commented on by the Cuban authorities may
ba found in anmex XVI. YThe opinlons expreszsed by the Legal Commizsion of the
Cuban Committee for Human Rights on the Constitution and the Penal Code may
aleo he found in annex XVII.
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A, Genaral considecations

3L. Im a long meating with the zroup, at which the Attorney General also
participated, the Hinizter of Justice made a general refesrence to the
provisions refarced to in the note of 29 Auguzt 1988 and fundamentally to the
framework within which the provizionz should be construed. For this reason,
before prezenting the questions asked by the group and the comments on them
made by the group’s various interlocutors, we shall sutline the genaral views
expressed by the Minister of Justice,

32, The Minister of Juotice maintained that during the past 30 years Cuba had
been hegieged and had been the victim of all kinds of aggression by the

United Statey. Imitially the aggression had besn of an aconomic, political
and diplomatic natura, but when it had proved insufficient te topple the
régime sstablished in 1959 and to reverse the changes promoted by the régime,
recoursa was had to wilitary aggression. Thiz had culminated in the
unagucoessful Bay of Figs invazion in April 1961, but had dragged on Eor Eive
years ot g0 until the final defeat of the counter-revclutiomary bands which,
with financjal backing and support From the United States, had been oparating
in Cuban territory, causing destruction and death. Once external military
agpression had been defeated, Cuba had had to deal with various epidemics
which had formed part of a campaign of biologienl aggression and affectad not
only the health of the population, but aleg agriculture and stock-breeding.
The Hinister submitted a veport on this subject for consideration by the group
{see annex XVILI). This report lists the epidemics that affected Cuba during
the period 1971-1981. They included, inter alia: dengu-  haemocrhagic
dengue; epidemic haemorrhagic conjunchivitis; Afrie: +ine fewver; apparent
lumpy skin digease in cattle: ¢ane rust; and blue nould.  According to the
report, the various epidemics reflacted the possibility that a wide range of
aatiological agonts might well have beon uged ag part of a biological atback
azainst Guba, Hae faid that in the early 1980s, there had been renewed threats
of militacy aggression against Cuba, as a result of which Cuba had been
obliged to devote increasing resoucces to national defence, a policy which had
affected ite development plans. As a result of that effort, Cuba was now able
ta mobilize an army of 3 million soldiers within 30 minutez. As might be
expected, gaid the Minister, that had discouraged any atiempt at invading
Cuba. That was the context in which the Revolution had had to develop, and
the Cuban constitutional and legal system represented a response to that
context. It had beem imposed on Cuba from abroad and had in no way been
created or promoted by Cuba. He callad for an end to the prevailing hostility
and the creation of a climate of undsrstanding and sympathy, which was what
Cuba neaded in order Lo gvercome the obstacles to its development.

33. The Minigter of Justice emphasized that it was impossible to understand
the Guban constitutional and legal system outsida the context he had
degeribed. The legal régime was based on the Constitution, as approved on

15 February 1976 in a referandum in which 5.7 million votersz had participated,
97.2 per cent of them voting in favour of the text of the Constituticn. A&s to
the new Penal Code which had entered into facce in Apeil 1988, he sald that it
tepresented a considerable step forward in relation to the previcus Code

of 1979, In the new Code, many offances and crimes had been decriminalized
and finez had been introduced for BY per cent of offences az an alternaktive ko
deprivatien of Llibarby, with the aim of teducing the prigon population. That
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procesg had begun in 1984, when the Council of Stzte had decided to grant
freedom to many detainees awaiting trial and teo set up a procedure for
reviewing sentences, since many persons had been sentenced to extremely
lengthy terms of iwprisonment. Since the entry into force of the new Fanal
Gode and pursuant to the principle of retroactivity when it was bemeficial to
the defendant, 20.000 prisoners had been released and the prigon terms of a
further 12.000 had been reduced. In addition, since 1985 conditional relesaze
had been granted to prisoners who had gerved at least half of their sentence.
As to crimes against State gecurity, he said that the harshness and severity
of pennlties bhad been maintained a2 a deterrent, and that it was not a legal
phencmenon but rather a political pozition. At the present time, there were
only four detainees awaiting trlal for activities detrimental to State
security. Although in practice crimes agsinet State security were few in
nunker, 1t was, he sald, advisable to maintain the harshness of the ralevant
penalties in view of the size and power of the enemy. The harshness of the
penaltiez was in keeping with the magnitude of the threat faclng Cuba and with
the hlockade it was confronting, and would be maintained for as long az the
United States continued to consider the possibility of reversing the
revolutionary process. That process wag irreversihle, and the hesct way of
demecnstrating that was from a position of strengkh. Tha death penalty itself,
which he personally did not Ffavour, could be delated from the Penal cCode only
when there was a change in the wnmfavourable extermal circumstances affecting
Cuba.

B. Specific aspects

34. The followlng parsgraphs contain the guestions put by the group and the
the relevant comment=z made by the Cuban authorities during the wisit of the
group . The text of the Constitulion of Guba is contalned in annex XIX: the
text of the articles of the Penal Code to which the questions of the group
refer ar in annex XX.

1. Admninistration of justice {Constitutjon, artg. 5, 88 {¢h} and (h}, 122
and 131, and Universal Declarati of Eight arts. 10 and 11)

35. 1n connaction with article 5 of the Cuban Gomstituticon, the note
of 29 Aupust 195 asked:

“What are the implications for the ocganization and functioning of
the Powers of the State, and egpecially the Judicial Fower, of tha fact
that the Compunist Party constitutes the *leadlng force of soclety and
the State'? How is the leadership of the Communist Party expressed in
telation to the organization and functioning of the State and what is the
framework within wbich itz leadership is exercised?™

36. Commenting on bLhis question, the Winister of Justice said that the
Commanist Parky was indeed the leading focrce of Cuban society and as such
established the general outlines of national development and the guidelines to
be followed in the econgmic, gocial and cultural spheres. In addition, it
directed forelgn poilcy; it helped to ephance the revolutionacy conscience of
the people; it prepared the masses for ideological confrontation with their
enemieg; and it organized the defence of the Fatherland on the basis of the
concept. of a war that involved the entire people. The Party did not instruct
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the courts what to decide since, in accordance with article 125 of the
Congtitution, judges exercising their judicial function were independent and
owed cbedience only to the law. The Pzarby did not give orders to judges but,
through the Wational Assembly, approved the laws which judges were required to
enforce. He mantained that it was the Wational Assembly and not the Party
thaf elacted the judges. For that reason, it was not correct tc say that the
courts wate gubject Lo the dictates of the Party. In that connaection, he
smphasized, Cuba respected existing international provisions and the basgie
principlaz of the independence of the Judiciary.

37. As regards the powers of the Council of State, the note asked: *"Is the
power of the Council of 5tate to *place, if necessary, a peneral and binding
interpretotion sn existing laws' npot inepnsistent witk the principile that the
interpretation of laws is the responsibility of the Judiciary?™

35. In connection with the power of the Council of State te interpret
existing laws, the Minister of Justice gald that in certain cases the Council
4id indeed clarify the content of certain laws and then transmit its opinion
to the Supreme Court and the AtLommey-Genaral. That funetion was performad by
the Council of State only in excaptional circumstances as in 1984 For exsmple,
when a legal interpretation by the Councii had besen instrumental in the
releage of persoms awaiting trial, thereby reducing the prizon population.

39. Om the same topic the nota asked: "What Ao the ‘instructions of a
general charscter' that the Council of State may give to the courts through
the Goveraing Council of the People’s Supreme Court consist of 7"

40. During his interview with the group, the President of the Supreme Court
=aid Lhait the independence of the Judiciary waz not at varlance with the
provisions of article 88 (h} of the Constitution. In that connection, the
State Council had¢, he =zaid, confined itself to laying down the general outlines
of penal policy, but it had never issued inslructions relating to the judicial
function of the courts. As to the procedure for the slaction of judges, they
were at present alected by the competent people's assemblies for a tarm of

3 years: the poseibility of extending the term to 1C years was under
consideration,

4L, In contection with the fuhciional independence of the courts, the note
asked: "What doss the 'functionzl independance' of the courts vig-a-vis any
other State Power comprise and how is this compatible with the subordination
of tha courts to the Wational Assembly of the People's Power and to the State
Goune ™

42. The Minister of Justice stated that functional indepandance was ons of
the basic principles of the independence of the Judiciary, as had been agreed
in 1985 by the Seventh United Matjons Congress on the Prevention of Crime and
the Treatment of Offenders. Conzequently, Cuban courts were not subordinate
to any suthority, with the exception of the highest organ of the State, which
was respensible for electing members of the Supreme Court. That principle of
the subgrdination of the Judiciary to the Legislature also applied at the
provineial and municipal levels, where the corresponding Assemblies elected
mewbers of the Provincial and Municipal Courts. Hevertheless, in terms of
their functioning, the courts were governed by their trespective organizational
lgws and in the performance of their judicial function were suberdinate only
to the law.
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43, TIn connection with the relationship between the 0ffice of the
Attorney-General and the pther 2tate Powerz, the note asked:

“Could net the subordination of the OFfice of tha Attorney-Genaral
of the Republic to the National Assembiy of the Feople's Power and to the
GCouncil of State possibly prevent the former from independentily
exercising its functions when the Executive and Legislature sre involwed?”

44, During his meeting with the group and in connection with this guestion,
the Attormey-General said that the subordination of the Office of the
Attormey-General to the Legislature was only general in character and thus did
not relate to the specific cases in which that Office was involwed. That
subordination to the general policy of the Mational Asgembly - and of the
Council of State when the Assexbly was not in session {(Constitution,

art. 87) — was loglcal and understandable, since the Office of the
Atborney-General did not constitute an entity alien to the State and was not
situated above it. He said that, among other things, subordination was
reflectad in the election every five years of the Attorney-General and his two
Deputy Attocneys-General by the Wational Assembly, the hizhest organ of State
authority, from which the other powerz ¢f the State derived and to which the
DfEice of the Atkorney-General was required to repocet. It veported to the
Assembly arnually; its ceport related not to specific cases in which the
OfEice had been involved, buk to the overall state ¢f criminality and
cbzervance of the law thooughout the country.

2. Freadom of movement (FPenal Code, arts. 215, 217 and_ 218, and
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, acts. 13 and 14).

45. A5 to acts jecpacdizing diplomatic immunity, the note asked:

"Is an attenpt tc entet, or enkry into, premises covered by
diplomatic immunity punished if the diplomatic mission in question ia
willing to admit the person attempting to enter, or succeeding in
entecing, its premises®™

6. The Minister of Justice stated that Cuba respected the right of asylum
and authorized persons seeking a2sylum f¢ leave the couniry. During recent
years, however, few perzonz had sought asylum in Cuba. What the Government
did not accept was i1llegal enicy inko ewbassies, a practice which had in many
cases resulted in the death of gracds protecting various onbassies. Many
crdinary criminals had chosen to leave the country in that way, only to be
welconed as heroes abroad. Guba refuged to grant such persons political
glatua and to adopt a practice that outsiders were toying to impose on it.

3. Right of citizenship (Constitution, art. 32 (c), end Universal
Declaration of Human Bights (art. 15))

47. 0Om the right of citizenship, Lthe note contained the following questions=:

"Why do persons who 'on foreign tevcitory conspire or act in any way
against the people of Cuba and its scctalist and revolutionary
institutions* lose Cuban citizenship {Constitution, act. 32, para. (c))?
What 12 meant by acting 'ageinst the pecple of Cuba and its
ingtitutions'? What type of procedure exigts for daclaving the loss of
citizenship by a Cuban abrand? Doas the latter have any right of defence
in such a proczduca?™
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48. Commenting on this guestion, the Minister of Justice said that that
provision was a consequence of Cuba‘'s recent historical experience. For many
years, groups of Cuban counter-revolutionary in the United States had engaged
in all kKinds of activities intended to harm Cuba. However, despite the
exictence of that provision there had not so far been a single case in which
lops of citizenship had been crdered.

4, Relirpious freedom, freedom of opinion and expression and of
Lthe press (Constitution, acts. 41, 52 and 54; Fenal Code, art., 204;

Uhivarsal Declaration of Human Bights, arcts. 2, 18 and 19)

49, In connection with acticle 41 of the Constitution, the group asked the
following gquestion: "Ig there any reason why this provision does net prohibit
digscrimination on grounds of belief or opinion?™

50. The Gommunist Party official cesponsible for religious matters said the
reason why the Constitution 4id not explicitly provide for non-disccimination
on grounds of raligious belief was that no cases of religious intolerance had
ever oocurced in Cuba. Freedom of conscience and religlion was not a problem
of toleranca, but a civil right. The Minister of Justice pointed out that,
although articie 41 of the Constitution 4id not prohibit discrimination on
raligious grounds no person had in fact ever heen punishad for holding a
particular religious belief. He acknowledged however, that some foreign
priasts had in the past been expelled foom Guba focr engaging in
counter-revolutionacy activities. In connectlon with conscientious objection,
the Communiszt Party official responsikle for r=liplous matters okserved that
all CGuban Conatitutions had set forth the citizens' obligation to defend their
country, and, therefore, to perform military service.

51, HWith regard to fFreedom of speech and of the prezs, the group acsked the
following gquestions:

"what is meant by the fact that {reedow of speech and freedom of the
pregs are recognized ag 'consistent with the purposes of soeialist
gociety'? Does it mean thaet these freedoms are reccgnized only when
chtizens hold opinions that are consistent with '"the purpozes of
goclalist socisty'? ILf this i3 the case, on the basia of what criteria
is the consistency of an opinjon with *the pucposes of socialist society’
established and who is responsible for establishing such consistencys™

52. The ¥ice-Preaident of the Council of Stake said that article 8 of the
Constitution set forkh the purposes of socislist zocisty, which ware to carvy
out the will of Lhe working people; Lo guaranktea the Liberkty and the Full
dignity of man, the enjoymenk eof his rightsz, ths exercise and fulfilment of
hiz duties, and the full development of hiz personalilty: to conasolidate the
jdeolegy and the rulea of coexlstence and conduct appropriate Lo a socleby
free from the expleitation of man by man: to ensure educational, scientific,
technical and cultural progress; and te protect tha constructive work of the
people and the property and wealth of the goclalist nation. In accordance
with the oame article, the acclalist seelety guarankeed: employment
opportunities for every citizen; adequate meana of subsistence for every
disabled person; medical attention for every sick persen; achooling, food
snd clothing for every child; the opportunity to study for every young
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peraon; and access to studlez, culture and sports for everyone., The
gocialist society alge worked to ensure that no famlly would be without
adeguate houeing. He concluded by saying that article 12 of the Constitutiom
veferred to the principles of proleterian internstionalism and the cowmbative
golidarity of pecples, principles which the Republic of Cuba cspoused.

53, Concerning article 54 of the Comgtitution, the group arked the following
questions;

"Who datermines when religlous failth or beliefl 12 contracry to '"the
Revolution' and on the basziz of what criteria, and what iz meant by 'the
Revolution' in thi=z congtitutional provisiont Tf freedom of conscisnce
ts vecognized and guatrantesd, why i an act that for celiglous veasons is
in conflict wikh, or in opposition to, "the Revolution' declared illegal
and punizhable?"™

54. The Corminist Party official rvesponsible for celigious matters said that
there wasz no contradiction between article 54 of the Constitution and

artiele 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rightsz, although he admitted
that there were problems with certain religious groups owing to theire
congeientious objectlon to military service. Those problams had been resolved
in a praetical manner. Thus, members of the Saventh Day Adventiszt Chureh, who
objected to chrrying and firing weapons, were uged as driverz or health
workers during military sarvice. The 14,000 Jehovah's Witnesgges in Cuba were
demanding to be exempted from wilitacy serwvice. Although the Government did
ot recogniZe thele demands, it 41d not generally summon them for wmilitacy
gervice or it made them serve in youth work camps.

55. WBegarding the offence of defamation of institutions, the note contained
the following quesztion:

“Could not this provision discourage potemtial erities of the
institutions of the Bepublic and of the political, social and mase
otpsmizations Ffeom expressing thelr oplnlons on those organizations, on
the grounds that they might be deemed to be dizparvagliong to, or
digregspectful of, the organizationg in question?”

% . During hiszs veeting with the group, the Commnisgt Facty official
responsible for culiural and information matters explained that there was no
Kiniztrcy of Information in Guba, and that the Communist Party was accordingly
responsiblie for thoze matters. The medis were all official and belonged to
the state. Concerning the enjoyment of the right to freedom of opinion and
expreszion, he asegured the group that there were no political watchdog wnits
monitoring the newspapers and that newspaper editors were respotnzible for
determining editorisl policy. The Commumist Party officlal responsidle for
religious metters gaid that the accezz of religious entities teo radie,
television and the other medis was limited, allhough occasionally religious
leaders were interviewed and eminent visiting members of various churches
tecelved.
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57. The Deputy Editer of the newspaper Cramma explained Lo the group that the
exeteise of fraedom of the prass by journalists must be understood in the
context of the Hevolution, in the sense thal gpinions at variance wilh the
Communlist Party's politieal line were not given preferential treatmenmt in his
newspaper:, and therefoce the newepaper did nel serve as a wehicle for the
regular expression of such opinions. More explicitly, the President of the
Union of Journalists said that Cuba and the Revelution could not be attacked
in the name of freedom of the press; accordingly, the Cuban media did not
allow any scope for opinions tending to destroy the achiavements of the
Revolution.

5. Freedowm of scsenbly, exprasgion and sssociation (Constitutiom,

arks. 7 and 53: and Universal Decleration of Huwan Eights,

art. 20}

58. Concerning the rights gef forth in arcticle 0 pf the Universal
Decleration of Humzn Rights and their implewentation in Cuba, the group asked
the following questions:

“May the cighiz of azcemhly, expresgsion and association
{Constitution, art. 531 be exarcised golely throcugh the social
organizations and mazg organizations recognized, protected and promoted
by the State (Constitution, art. 7)? Lf an organizatich's application
for registeation ig rejected, what options vemain open for persons who
wigh to exercise their ripght to asscciate fraely? Are any judieial
renedies available? What are the criteria used to approve or reject an
application for assoeciation? #ight this provision limit the options of
agsaciation, especially political eptions, and therefore of asgembly and
expression of perszonz who do not wigh to exercise their eights of
association, sssewhly and expression necessarily through the wazs social
organizations recogniged, protected and promoted by the Stated 1If this
is the case, would the channels for politieal parvticipation be reduced to
those organizatiens which are promoted by the State, thareby eliminating
the passibility of the emergence of organizations opposed to the régime?”

59. The Miniskter of Ju=stice stated that, thres years previcusly, the Fational
hssenbly had adopted the Associations Act, which stipulated that associations
must be registered and set forth the requirements for their functioning.

6. Freaedom of educstion and conscience (Constitution, arts. 37, 38 {a],
by, (£) and (d), and 39, and Uniyersal Declaration of Human ERiphts,

art.26)

60. Conecerning article 38, paragraphe {(a), {b) and (c) of the Gonstitutionm,
the note stated the following:

“Thesze paragraghs stipulate that educativn policy shall be based on
a specific conception of the worid (*the scientific congeptiom ...
established and developed by Marxism-Leninizsm’) and shall seek to ensure
that the gencrations to cowe receive 3 compunist educsation, end that
educational establishments shzll be organized By the State. &an parents,
exercising the rights to freedonm of education and cunscience, give their
cthildren a different education frowm that promoted by the State?™ With
regard to articles 37 and 39 of Lhe Comstitution, the note ashked:
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"Is not the fact that parents are obliged to bring up their children
*for life in socialist soclety' and *in the communist spirit*
inconsistent with the rights to freedom of education and conascience?™

61. During hisz meseting wilh the group, the Minister of Higher Education
maintained that Cuba did have a specific ideology, philosophically based on
Marxism-Leninism, which gave the Bevolution its socialiet chatacter. He
believed it was important to educate the generations to come in those
principles, but not in a dogmatic fashion.

#2. The Minister of Higher Education staied that, although Marzizsm-Leninizm
was contained in school curricula, students were not discriminaeted againat for
holding different views., Under arbticle 50 of the Conetitution, education was
free of charge and so gave every young person the epportunity of pursuing
studies in accordance with his abjlities, the requirements of society, and the
neadz of econowic and social development. That right was also ensured for
adults, through technical and vecational education, job training in
enterprises and State entities, and higher education courses for wotrkers. The
schools taught co- existence in a spirit of scliidarity and friendship, free of
any form of raclial disecriminatiom. The Academic Begister had been changed in
1384 with the deletion of ithe chapter on puplils' religious beliefs, which was
considered inappropriste in practice. Marxism was studied in secondary school
{gradez 1i and 12} whon pupils were 17 and 18 years of age. With regard to
article 2&, paragraph (3}, of the Universal Declaration ¢f Human Rights, which
established the prior right of parents tc choose the kind of education that
ghall be given to their children. The MWinister said that that provision was
not at wariance with Cuban legislation since, iu his wiew, freedom of opinion
was exercised, ab Limes to excess, by young people in clagsrooms, and that in
any case parents presecved that pight cencerning their chiidren at home.

7.  Limit on all freedoms recognized by tha Constitution (Comstituticn,
prt., Bl, and Universal Declaration of Human Ripghts, arts. 29 and 30)

43, Regarding article 61 of the Constitution, the note zaid the following:

“"Article 61 provides that the freedoms recognized may not be
ewercised 'against the existence and purposas of the soecialist State, ot
against the decision of the Cuban people %o build socialism and
commumism’. What is meant by ‘purposes of the 2oeialist State' amd by
*Lhe decision of the Cubath people to build soscislism and comwuniswm??
Would this provizion make it possibla to ignorve the freedoms and cighls
provided for in the Constitution and tha laws if their awercise was
conteary to the *purposes of the socialist State' ot 1o the *decision of
the Cuban people to build socialism and comanism® ¥

64. Discussing the scope of article 61 of the Constituktion, the Vice-President
of the Couneil of State reaffitmed that eivil righte could not be exercised to
the detrciment of the objectives set forth in articles 8 and 12 of the
Conskitution.
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8. States of emergency

(5, Finally, the note asked the following questions about states of emergency:

“Does the fact that neither the Constitution nor the other laws
provide for gtakes of emergency ond specifically astablish the freedoms
which under the states of amergency would be temporarily curtailsd or
sugpended indicate that exiasting Cuban legislation comprizes the
necesgary mechoanicme to confront an emergency gituation? If this is the
cagse, what are these mechanioms and what are the limits imposed on the
State as regards the cuctailment or temporary suspension of freedoms in
an emargsncy situation?™

66. The Winister of Justice lnformed the group that a skanding commizsion of
the ¥Mational Asgembly was currantly drafting a Defence Ack which would zet
forth the mechanisms applicable to emergency sikuations. Unfortunately, the
new law wiuld not ba able to change the Draconian articsler which existed in
the Penal Code. Tha raasong for that were political in nature and had te do
with external factors affecting Cuba's situation. 1In conclusion, he =said that
if Cuba ceazed to defond itkself, ite enemie= would not fail to take advantape
of it.
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Chapter TIL
CIVIL AHD POLITIGAL RIGHTS

A, Eight to life, integrity, secyrity, individual liberty and privacy

1. Bight to life {art. 3 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights)

&7. During the group's meeting with the Hinister of the Intericr, he informed
it that he waz nob awave of cases of enforced or involuntary disappearance and
agoured it that, since 1982, only one person had been shot for offences
against State security. He added that, in Suba, thare were no death sguads oc
anti-riot troops. He s33id that the death penalty hag been maintained foc 3
nunber of offences against State sceourity; the Hinistry of Justice is
rezpongible for expres=ing an opinion on 3 death sentence by the Supreme
Court, the gentence being teanamitted to the Councll of State with an
indication whether or not the request for a reprieve, which ia made
subtomatically, should be granted; the Council of Siate iz required to decide
by consensus: and, in practice, the death penalty is now almost nevep
enforeed, since, although the agpresaion by the United Stataes - which
accounted for the need for yvecourse to the death penalty in exbreme casgesz - iz
etill continuing, it has declined in intensity and teken a difterent foem.

The Minister of Juotice recalled that, in the 19603, courts had been set up
that applied the death penalty and that, although he hinself was opposed te
it, he underctood the political need tc waintein it as leng as the foreign
aggreseion was still going on. Fer his part, the Minister fer Fereign Affairs
wao emphatic in otating that enforeced or involuntary disappearances do not
oceur in Cuba. The President of the Couticil! of State reminded the group that,
during the revolutionary war, persens who had fallen intc the hands of the
rebel forces had been handed cover tc the International Bed Crous. He said
that veopect for the lives of its opponents has characterized the conduct of
the Bevolution from ite beginnings until the present day.

68. 1In one of the letter handed to Armbazsadors Dichey and Lillis in Combinado
del Este, it is stated that 13 political prisoners were executed by ficing
squad in La Cabafia betwean 1980 and 1987 1/. 1In written testimony presented
to the Socretariat on bohalf of the group, a witness stated that three persons
had been machine gunad o death when frying te take refuge in the Eubagsy of
venezuala 2/. The Secretariat on behalf of tha gooup received wrikten
testimony in which reference is wmade to the assassination of two persone in
1962 and one in 1985, the dicappearance of three parsons between 1964 and 1974
and the shooting of two others in 1963 and 1965 3/. The names of the parsons
to whom this complaints refer are found in annex XXI.

2. Right to phy=ical integrity {(Right not fo ba subjected to torture or to
cruel, intuman or degrading treatment ar punishment) {ark. 5 of the
Univergsal Declaration of Homan Rights)

69. The group took up this subject with the Minister af Interior and hie
Vice- Minister, who is also chief of the Department of State Securiiy, and with
the ¥Yice- President of the Council of State. The gooup in addition wisited the
detention centre Yilla Marista, {he Combinado deal Este prison in Havana and
the Provincial prison of Pipar del Rio, known as “Cinco y Medio"™. These last
two visits were organized on the request of the group who also indicated to
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the Cuban authorities ita wish to wislit other prisons, among them EL Mero, La
Cabafia and Quiviecdn. The group was informed by the Minister for External
Relations that three prisons were closed and therefare the group decided to
vigit ¥illa Marista. During the interview of tha group with prisonecs in
Combinado del Este, the Sccretariat on the insttuckion of the group Look
possession of the individual and collective communications prepared by
inmates. In the coursze of ita vizit the group aelected nins detainess who it
interviewed in a room made available by the authorikties Ffor the purpaose 4/.
Accordingly, during its visit to Cuba the secretarlat on behalf of the group
received a total of 137 complaints of torture, cruel, inhwman or degrading
treatnent of punishment.

7. In his comverzation with the group, the Hinlster of the Interior admitted
that a number of detainess or prigoners had in the past bean beaten, but the
pergons regpongible had been punished. He zaid there are no cages of torturs
and his instructions to the varicus prisons are very precise concarning
regpect Eor the physical integrity, securily and dignity of detainsas or
prizoners. He assured the group that, if any of those rights were violated
today, the official respongible would irmediately be punizhad by the
Attorney-General. Thus, & persons were punished in 1986 and 3 in 1988 in
viclation of the rightg of prisonars; in addition, in 1987, digeiplinarcy
Meadiras Wore taken against 8 perazons and, in 1988, against 15. Among the
offieials punished, he mentioned Lhe cage of the Governor of "Kila 7" Prison
in Camagliey, who waz vemoved forom hisz post.

F1. During its vizit to Villa Marista, the Depuby Minister of the Interior
and Chief of the Depactment of State Security explained to the group that
¥illa Marista 12 a detention centee for pargong under invegtigation for
alleged offencas against State security and Headguarters of tha Department of
Sacurity of State. He 2a1d that the number of parsons held on sueh charges
hasg declined congiderably in recent years, abductions and aetz of terrorism
heing the main offences in this area. He =tated thak, in 1988, only

15 per=onz were charged in the courtz with offencez against Stata security,
and not counting thoge accused of unlawfully leaving the counkry. He said
that, of the persons awaiting trial, only four had been accused af Erying to
leave the commbry. None of them was at Villa Mariskta and that abt that £ima
thare was no other Jdetaines held tharsa, He further explained that a parson
could be held at Villa Marista, with the full ¥nowledge of hiz relatives, far
a maximm of 30 days. 1f a detaines showed signs of mental disturbances, he
was immediately sent to the psychlatric hospltal for observation for a maximum
of 30 days, after which he was returned to his place of origin if his
condition wag normal. During its vigit to the main parts of Villa Mariscta,
the proup nated that the cells were empty, that thay measured about

4 x 4.5 metres and that there were four bunks in each. It further noted that
the colls had no windows, were in good condition and had recently been
rainted. The group also visited the zick-bay and saw the closed-circuit
televigsion monitoring system at Villa Mariata.

72. In Combinado del Este, the main prison in Guba, the group waz informed Dby
the ehief of the Directorate General of the prigon service of tha
characterigtic of thie prison. In regard to the digciplinacy measures applled
therein, the director general indicated that there waz an area for
digciplinary security known as "Destacamento 47” in which detalnees could be
kept for a period of up to 21 dayg, during which time they are denied certaln
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prison benefits such as visits and the use of the conyugal area. Accordimg to
his statement, "Destacamento 47" iz used to isclate detainees whose liveg are
threatened for veasons of agression or other problems. In regard to detalnees
known as “plantados™, the Director Gemeral indicated that they are not subisect
to sanctions or other disciplinary measures fgr refusing to wear prison
uniform=s and this constituted an exanple of tolerance and respect of the
dignity of the person.

3. On arcival at the prison the Chairman of the group requested the prison
authoritiea to provide a room te interview nine detainees. The authoritles
agreed to this cequest and while the room was being prepared the group toured
the main installations of Combinade del Este, vlsiting in particular the
Hospitzl and ths "Desztacamenbto 47" {alsc referred to by the detainees as
"Ractingulo de¢ la Huerte” o “"Pizzeria®™). The group observed that in this
punizhment cell the lighting and the sleeping facilitles were not the same as
in the rest of the prison. It noted alse that the Hospital was well
equipped. The group was informed of the existing facilities for conjugal
visits and the authorities showed the room where such vigits take place. The
group observed that one of the prison btulldings was empity for reconstructlon;
the authorities explained that as a result, there was some overcrowding in
those sections which were in use. Aafter its tour of the prizon, the group
returmed to the administration area of Combinade del Este and interviewed
eight political detainees known as "plantados™ and one common prisonet
selected by the group during the course of its vigit to the prison. The eight
detainees explained that they were part of a group of 22 persons who wece
serving lonpg sentences of from 20 to 30 years for political offences 53/.
Three "“plantados histdricos” stated that they had been subjected to
ill-treatment and bad detention conditions, as well as subjected to punizhment
for vefusing to wear priscn uniform. The authorities were not prezent during
the intecviews and the group ubilized imterpretation facilities provided by
United Hations personnal.

l4. The Secrataciat on behalf of the group reccived documents handed ovar by
the Cuban Committee for Human Rights and by two political prisomners 6/ on
alleged inspection of political prisoners on 30 May 1988, two days after they
had found 15 microphones in their eells which they rewoved., The text of these
compunicabions is annexed to thie report {2ee ammax XXI1). Acccording to
these sources, the incident was followed by two succeseive hunger strikss,
They stated in addition that two other pelitical prisoners in Conbinade del
Este 1/ declared a hunger strike in support of the humanitarian actiom of the
proup of detainees. The authors of these documenls staled that on Sunday, 11
September 1988 the political detainees were transferred from Building Mo. 1 to
tha fourth flovr of Building We. 2 and thair personal belongings wera taken
awmy.

15, After the visit to Combinadoe del Este prison, the group requastad
dmbazspadocs Pichev and Lillig to return to the prisem to receive written
documants frowm one detainee. The Cuban authoritiez agreed to maka the
necegsgary arcangements te permit Ambassadors Dichev and Lillisz, as requested,
to meat alone with the detainee in a2 room in the Adninistration Bullding of
the prison. Since no interpreters were pregent, it waz agreed that Anbagssador
Lillis would act as interpreler. The prison authorities allowed the detainee
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Lo carcy with him the decuments that he wished to glve the group. AfLer
receiving the documents, Ambassaders Dichev and Lillis handed them to the
Secretariat. In the packet of communications there was one from 22 detainess
partaining to the Fresidio Politico Cubano */ in which physical and
paychological tockure is alleged o have besn applied asz a poineipal weapon by
the State Security to force a detalines to talk. The types aof torture alleged
to have been applied in Cuban prisons consist inter alls of the following:
conf inement in cold rooms, sensory deprivation, immersion in a pit latcine,
intimidation with dogs and mock exacubtions; hitting the detainees, forced
labour in the Isle ¢f Pines and in concentration camps; overcrowding ia
collective cells and special detention cells calied “gavelaz™, uss of
defeaning sound from Loud speakers during hunger strikes; depersonalization of
the detainee by total nudiky in punishment cells; denial of waker to detainsas
on hunger strike; presenting prisoners naked in front of their relatives in
ovder Lo force them to accepl Lhe political rehabilitation plan; withdrawing
medical care for indefinite pericds and forcing peraons condemned to death to
cacry their own coffin and to diz their own grave before belng shot.

6. The same document refers to occurencles said Lo have taken place in Cuban
prigonz in an effort to hide warious forma of 11} treatment. Among the new
measures reference Lz made to the relszase and transfer of several datainass;
the elimination of windowless cells, permanent punishment areas, and acreax
lacking light and ventilation; the modification of the system of prisonars'
vigits, from one visit by one relative every throec or six months, with the
prigoners behind a double grill, to wisits by several relatives every threa
weeks, without grilles, and from three-hour conjugel viazits onee o year to ane
vigit every three menths; the modification of the timetable for release into
the yard for fresh air, which waz previously dependenlt on the wishes of the
military gection chief {uscally every three or four weeks}, to two two-hour
yard viaits a week: a ban on the carcying of weapons and the steiking of
prisoners by muards; improvewmenis in the quality, variety and quantity of
prison food; alterstiong to Desbtzcamento 47; the institution of a sysbom
whereby prisonars have to chani revolutlonary slogans several Limas z day:

and tha ecollection of bed linem, prison clothing, boots and Lowalsz in the
etora at Cowbinade del Ezte, Lo be disbteibubed Lo prisonars before the group's
vigit.

F¥. During ite visit to Plnar del Rio, the group met prison authoritia: and
toured the buildings of the provincial pripon and wae informed that it esan
secomaedate 600 prisomers, the prasent prizon population being 527, of whom
only 1 has been convicted for offences against State securikty. The Governor
of the prison referrad to the heaith care provided, the prisonscs' conditions
of detention and the system of rehabiiitation and re—education, which places
great emphasis on work. At that prison, most prisoners work and receive a
normwal wage. He alse saild that the United Nationsg Standard Mininum Rulesz for
the Treatment of Prigoners are respected in Cuba {(See annex XEIILI). The group
noted that the faclilities were in good condition, with recently painted wallsz,
and on twe occasions it heard greoups of prisoners chanting revolutionary
elogane. Lastly during its visit to the prison, the group selacted threa
prigoners and interviewed them on theitr own. One of them in delicate heallh
gaid that he had received matiasfactory medical treatment in the prizon
Hospital at Gombinade del Este. Anaother axpressed his wish to be transfer to
a prizon in Havana, The third, a counter-revolutionary detainee, 2aid that he
Wwaz tecaiving zmatisfactory treatment.
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78. 1In his statement to the group, the Chalrman of the Commission for Human
Rights and National Reconciliation 9/ said that he was tortured in the early
1960s, when he was sentenced to imprisonment after being expelled from the
Dniversity of Havana as part of the so-called “"revoluticnary offensive™, in
which dozens of university teachers and hundreds of students were expelled for
political reasons. He was arrested agein in 1980, and referced to the pooc
conditions at the two adwinistrative detention centres and three prisoms at
which he was held. Another witness 19/ who =aid that he had sorved a Long
gentence as a politicel prisonec told the group he was ill-treated because he
demanded a gpecial status for political prisoners. He alsc said that, for
lack of proper medical care, he had had peritenitis.

79. During its visits to the twe priscons the group neted that a lerge number
of prisoners wara black. On this peint, the Vice-President of the Council of
State acknowledged that the number of blacks in the prison population is
disproportionate in celation to their number within the Cuban population as a
whole, for, even today, despite the substantial achievements of the Revolution
in this regarcd, blacks are in a majority in the poorest straka of society. He
2aid that thisg situation is by no means the expressiom of a poliey of racial
digerimination, but a left-over from the past which the régime is still trying
to combat. The Minister of the Imtericor teld the group that the general
policy in penitentiaries iz 1o rehabilitale prisoners through work and that
about 85 per cent of the population in Cuban prizons work. Priscners who work
receive the same wages as othec wockers doing the same kind of job., The
Minister of Labour addad that the rehabilitation of prisoners deeg net end
with their release; the State makes efforts Lo ensure the completea
reintegration of former prisoners in working life, but this is not always
aasy, as Lthey tend Lo be soeially rejected. Of the prisoners released in
1988, 92 pav cent found jobs. He said that it was a high figure, given the
fact thalt, up to that point in 1988, 20,000 prisoners had been released. The
Minister of the Interiotr told the group that, in recent wonths, the number of
counter-revolubionavy political prisoners 11/ had dropped from 458 to 145,
Foellowing tha visit, the group was informed by the Government of Cuba that the
nurber of counter- revolutlonaty prisoners had dropped to 121. 12/

3. Right to privacy (art. 12 of the Universal Declaration of Human Righlg)

B0. The nmatiomal leader of the Committees for the Defence of the Revolution
{COR=), acconpanied by the leaders and members of Armando Pacra CDR HWo. 5 at
Lthe meeting with the group, explained that the objectives of the GCDRs are to
defend the socialist order and to encoucage o cperation and solidarity among
pecple living on the same block, They #aid that the CDBEs constitule the basie
organization of the revolutionacy people acting to defend their achievements
and that, in 3 epirit of co-management, they help Lo fecure the Reyslution's
economic and social goals. For example, they drew attention to the key role
rlayed by the CDRs in the implementation of health pollcies, ezpecially as far
as prevention is concerned, and in vaccination campalgns, hygilens and heaalth
educaiion. They declared that membership ie free and there is no
discrimination againzst paople who are not members. They affirmed that
participation is wery high and, in Havana, covers B5 per cent of the
population over 14 years of age., They went on to smphasize that the CDHs do
not interlere with people's privicy and family 1life and that thay respect
everyona's freedom.
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81. One representative of the Catholie Episcopal Conference said that the
CPR's know about the activitiez of persons who practise their relipion as well
ag aboul. their friends and ralatione and about other aspects of the private
1ife of balievers. He added that the CDHE sometimes suggest that a mother
should not zand her childran to satechism, ginee it could woll cause probhlems,

£2. The group and the Secretariat on hehalf of the group received complains
from individuals to the effect that the CDRz interfered with their privacy oc
to the effect of being insulted, of attacks againgt their howmes and even
physical asgault, at the instigation of the CDBs and reportedly agsainst thosa
who wanted to leave the country in 1980, during or surrounding the go-called
"Maciel sxodus” avents. Lastly, the group received gome complainte of alleged
tampering with mail or telepbongs. With regsr-d ton these events, known as
“acts of repudiation™, the Minigter of Justice sald that they had occcurred
spontanecusly and reflected the population's antagonism towards those who
wanted to leave the country. He clasimed that, in many caces, the authoritiex
had to intervene in order to prevent ewxcessges.

B. Political and religioug freadoms

1. Freedom of movement within cne's own country (art. 13 (1) of the
Univergal Declaration of Human Rights)

83. In a document sent to the group, 13/ the Cuban Committee for Human Rights
maintaing that there are three major restrictions on the exercise of thie
vight in Cuba. The first affectg citizens living in the "captive towms™ in
Pinar del Rio (Ciudad Sandinc, Briones, Montolo and Lépez Pefia) and
neighbouring villages, such as ¥omento, Cumanayagua, Condade and Habanaunilla.
Az a regult of the ocutbreaks of rebellion in the Ezcambray area in the asarly
19605, many peasant families accused of collaborating with rebels werse
banished from the area. Shortly afterwards, the men were assigned to the
construction of the so-called “captive towns®, where they would go to Llive
with their families three years later. ‘The Committes sgtates that, gzince then,
the families have lived under the surveillance of the Ministry of the Interior
in a concealed form of imprisonment. Because of the group's visit, this
régime was ended. According to the Committee, the second restriction on
freedom of movement in Cuba alfects persons who wish to wisit the towns of
Boquerdn and Taimanera in Guantinamo Bay, where there is a United States maval
base. The Committee says that the third restriction on freedom of movement in
Cuba is the requirement lald down in article 33 of the Begulations concerning
ldentity Cards and BRegistration of Addresses (Act Wo. 1278 of 1974) wherehy
anyone transferring from ongé locality to another to take up residence, or
changing abode, is obliged to appear before the competent anthotrities within
three days fellowing arrival. These repulations, according to this document,
alse provide that persens travelline to another part of the country for more
than 30 days must present themselves to the nearest Committee for the Dafence
of the Revelution, whieh directly informs the Ministry of the Intarioer.

84. In Pinar del Ric, the group received 10 persons claiming ©o cepresent an
unspecified nunber of peasants who are allegedly being held in what they
called “captive towns"™ by decizion of the administrative autherities. Tt was
gald that many of them were involved in counter- revolutionary activities in
Escambray in the early 1%960s5. Although many of them ware sager to return to
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their original lands or leave the country, they never chtained the necessary
permits. Thay nevertheless stated that, in recent months, they have been
orally advised that they are free to change their plece of residence, although
they have so far bean denied permission to leave the country. Other testimony
submitted to the group refers to restrictions imposed by members of the State
gecurity agencies on freedom of movement in Cuba, especlally during certain
holiday periods. For example, it iz reportedly forbldden to draw close to
hetels in Havana and to establish relations with foreignersz, something whichn
can lead to a police record that the pecsen concermed is a danger. Other
witnesges stated that it is impossible to use certaln hotels, shops and
testaucants, toe which access can be had only theough possession of foreign
cucrency, which in any case iz prohibited.

2. Freedom te enter and leave the countcy of which one is a national
(art. 13 ¢(2) of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights)

85. The group raised this topic with the President and the Vice-President of
the Council of State and with the Minister of Justice and the Minister of the
Interior. It also received through the Secretariat documentation from the
CGuban Coumittee for Human Rights as well as complaints by 1,1B3 persons (out
of the over 1,600 received) who claim that it is difficult to leave the
country either temporarily or permanently or for relatives to wisit Cuba.
(See annex VII).

B6. The President of the Council of State told the group that, generally
speaking, his Government prants awthorization so that people who want to leave
the countcy can do so, the idea being that nobody should stay in Cuba by
foree. However, he said that there are some excepbions to this cule,
including professionals and sclentlsts, former officers in the Avwad Fotces,
persong in possesaion of military secrete, deserters or their relatives, and
youag percsons liable to military service. He want on to mention that, aparct
from these parsons, there are many cthers who have permission to leave the
country, but not the relevant visa, and the responsibility for thiz situation
liaz not with Cuba, but with the United 5tates, the country to which most
emigrants wish to go. He urged the Umited States ard Western Eurcpean
countries to display a veadiness to sclve this problem and issue visas to all
persona who want to lsave Cuba.

8. The Vice-President of the Council of State said that a total aof

35,000 Cubans have Left the country in the past six years (1983- 1988). He
said that, batwasn Januwary and Septembec 1988, the number of people who had
left smounted to 5,932, a figure that waz in any case low in view of the
existing agreement whereby 20,000 Cubans would be allowed to leave Eor the
United States each year. The Failluve in arciving at that figure has to do
with nop--compliance with the agreement by the United States. He remarked that
tha cucrant emigration figures and even the annuwal goal of 20,000 were not
particularly high, egpecially since Fortume magazine pointed out that, in 198
alome, 66,000 pergong had emigrated from Mexice, 32,000 from Taiwan and 30,000
from the Dominican Bepublic. He alaso gaid that there were few cases of family
reunification outstanding and they mainly concerned pearsons whoe deserted while
they were abroad on official duties and are now calling for their rvelatives.
He congidered that, for humanitarian, not legal, reasons, it would be
appropriate to ask the Cuban Government to review these casez.
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88. The Minister of Justice stated that unlawful emigcation was part of a
political game forced on Cuba by the United States. He said that, whenever
the United States wanted to create a pooblem for Cuba, it stopped granting
visaz to Gubanz who wish to emigrate, thus compelling many of them to leave
the country unlawfully. Until a month previously, thece had been Ltwo f£lights
a week Lo Miami, for people emigrating, and they had been discoentinued s¢ as
to create a certaln climste in the country at the time of the group's wiait.
The Minister of the Interioc cecopnized that emigration policy had becoms
somewhat more flexible and could be made still more se. He sxpressed the hope
that a new administcation in the United States would show Ltself willing to
enter into a dialogue, because dialopue would make it peossible to improve the
present situation greatly, both in that cegecd and in others.

89. 1In the same document 137 given to the growp the Guban Gommibbee for Human
Rights refers to the measures taken by the Government to prevent those wishing
Lo leave the country from doing so and the "punishment™ that is imposed on
persons who do leave, so as to deter potential candidates for emigration. It
states that professionals and specialists are required to have a "release
card™ from the Ministry for which they work, but, in many cases, it is
difficult to obtain. Young persons aged 16 to 27 are also prohibited Ecom
Lleaving, inasmuch as they are fit to perform military service. Persons
authorized to emigrate have to leave behind their bank accounts and property.
The Committee also claims that the procedure of warking with a speclial stamp
the identity cards of people wishing to leave the countcy has recently been
reintcoduced. As confirmed by many of the individuals who testified to the
group, khis stamp has a harmful effect, in both civil and employment terms, on
anyone who has it on his identity card.

30. In another document 14/ the Committee says that the most frequent changes
in the situation of an individual applying for permission to lesave the country
ata Lthe loss of employment or a change of category; expulsion Ecom an
educational institution; the vooling of relations with some relatives and
friends; 1increased surveillance by the Commitiee for the Defence of the
Ravolution and the political police; and the risk of being accused of
constituting a “danger” (estade de peligrodidad). Tt ciaims that individuals
who ace prevented from leaving alse have to face the hostility of persons who
suppoct the cégime and describe them, among many other things, as unpatciotic,
soym, a disgrace and anli-social.

31. A cepresentative of the Episcepal Conferemce ef the Catholie Church
rveferred to the problems involved in entering and leaving Cuba, stating that
Ltk was ucrgently necessary Lo overcome the existing difficuities, since they
caused a great deal of diztress and suffering. They expressed the view that
people leaving the country ought not to have to leave for good, az at
present. They also called for better opporbtunitiez for conmunication betlween
people who stay in Guba and those who go abread.

2. Three doctors from Camagliey 15/ said they 4id not supperl the régime and
had submitted theic applications to leave the country many years ago. The
LImmigration and Aliens Office rogquiras them Lo submit the "release cards" from
the Ministry of Health, the very cards the Minlastry has repeatedly refused to
igssuwe to them. They =sald thay were recenily arrested by the pelice on two
occagions, allagedly for teaffic offences. They affirwed, however, that they
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ware arrested because of their intention of meeting the group and they said
they were afraid of being arrvested again for the game reason. Another
witnass, 16/ a former officer in the rvevolutionary army, said that he was
wrongly punished for improper conduct and subgequently expelled from the
Commumnist Party and other pogste. When he tried to leave the country, he was
captured and then sent to Combinsdo del Este, where he served his gentence
gide by side with common criminalg. Since he has left prison, the possibility
hangs over him that he will have 8 police record stating that he is a danger.
Another witness, 17/ who said that he is a mugician and compoger, has been
without work Eor moce than eight years and, owing to hig political dissidence
and hiz desire to leave the country, it is impoesible for him to obtain a
job. He said that he hag been threatened and is afraid of reprissls that
might he takesn agaliogt bim, O9%= wobtber 184 gaid that sha hag bean toying, far
yeara to leave the coumtry in order to join her husband. Dagpite all her
efforta, she has always met with rejection from the Immigration and Aliens
Office, which, for no appsrant veasen, refuses to grant her permission teo
leave. She also denocunced the torrupktion that exists in matters relating to
the isoue of exit permits.

3. The group also received testimony from twe cther meothers who are unable
to leave the country. Ome 19/ sald that she has been awsiting permission to
emigrate in order to join her husband. FPrevicusly, the “Interconsul™ office,
which wos clesed down in February 1986, had demanded a large sum of motey to
obtain the exit permit. She rvecounted in deteil the many efforts made, the
promiges received and the successive occasions on which her expectations were
trustrated. She added that one Of her daughters, overcome with despair, tried
to commit suicide. Another wmother who appesred before the group 20/ said
that, for yeatrs, both ahe and her zon had been trying to leave the country in
cvder to join her husband. Finally, che obtained permicsion, but her son did
not, zince he had reached the age when he was liable to military service, She
gaid that her son hazs been receiving poychistric treatment for the past four
years and that she cannot find work.

94, Two persons said that the¥ were acrrested on the hizgh seas on

19 April 1988 when trying to leave the country unlawfully. 21/ They said that
they ware taken to Villa Marista, where for 36 days they were held in
igolation in windowless cells with ne opportunity whatsoever to see their
lawyers. They zaid thst, physzically, they were treated properly, but that the
paycholopical treatment was degcading, since they witnessed scenes of
ill-trentment of fellow prisoners. They stated that, since being released on
Bail, it has been impossible for them to find work, for which reazon they want
to leave the country.

5. Tha group received the oral testimeny from a young woman, six months®
pregnant 22/ who alleged that She had been ejected from the house in which she
hed lived with her husband, when We had quite legally lefk the counkcy. She
stated that the house had belonged to her tusband and there had been no ceason
for her eviction and still less for the confiscatlon of the property of the
martiage pactnership.

96. The persons wentioned in paragraphs 92 to 95 are among the 1,183 out of
the ovar 1.3 receivad.
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3. Right of asylum {art. 14 of the Universal Declaration of Humam Eights)

27. A5 gtated in chapter II, para. 46, the Minister of Justice said that Guha
respected the right of asylum and authorized pecsons seeking asylum to leawve
the country. During recent yeats, however, few persons had socught asylum in
Guba. What the Govertuwrent did not accept was illegal entey into enbassies, =
practice which had in many csses resulted in the death of guards protecting
various embasoies. Many ordlnary criminals had chosen to leave the country in
thet way, only to be welcomed as hecees abroad. Cuba refused to grant such
persons politicel status and to adopt a practice that guitgiders were trying to
iwmpose on it.

93. The group vecelved testimonies about limitations to the free exercise of
the right of asylum. It was stated that the diplomatic missiong in Havana are
heavily guatrded by the police, s0 that free access to them 1s denied. A
pacticularly close watch is kept by the police on Latin American embassies,
since most Latin American coumtries recognize the right of asylum., A

witness 23/ representing the Cuban Committee for Human Rights referred to the
failure of the Cuban Sovernment to honour agreements with many persons who had
taken refuge in the smbassies of Peru and Venezuela, agrecments by which it
undertock to give them permlsslon to¢ go abroad omce they left the enbassy
premises., He sald that many pecsons who lefk the enbassies under safe conduct
were subsequently arrested and sent to prison. Another witness {(see note

no. 2) veported the fatal mechine—pgunning of three persons who tried to tske
refuge in the embassy of Yenezuela between 1980 and 1984 and stakted thak,
gince 1989, Antenio Acrmenteros has been denled a safe conduct o leave that
SEba3zy .

4. Freedom of conscience and religion (art. 18 of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights}

33, The situntion with regerd to freedon of conscience and religion in Cuba
was diocugoed by the group with the Head of the Religious Affairs Office of
the Communist Party, the Vice-Presldent of the Council of State and the Head
of the Infermation and Cultural Affairs Office of the Lommunizt Parky, as well
as with representatives of the Episcopal Conference of the Cathelic Chureh and
the Ecumenical Council of Cuba. The group alsc received from the Cuban
Commitbee for Human Bights a document entitled “Legal coercion and religious
fraedom in Cuba" {(seca annex XXIV). Finally the Secretatriat on behalf of the
group received written allegations of violationg of religion freadom of Bl
parsome {zee annex VIL)}.

IDD. The Head of the Religious Affaire Office of the Communist Party informed
the group that his Office was esctablirhed in Jenuary 1985 in order to improve
ralationz hetween the State and the different churches, particularly the
Catholie Church. He sald that, in the yeares immediately after 1959, therve had
been an acute confrontation between the State and the Catholic Church hecause
religious belief tended to be equated with counter-revelutionary milikesncey.
Thiz was due to the fact that the Catholie Church was then elosely tied to the
old politiecal order and, accordingly, it wigorously opposed the new régine.

He c¢laimed that this identification of the Catholie Churceh with
coamter-revoluntionscy forces reached its pesk In April 1951, at the tims of
the mercenaries® londing at Flaya Girén. The difficulties were exacerbated by
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enemies opposed Lo the process who sought to divide the people into those who
were with the Church and those whe were with the Revoelution. It was precisely
against this backgroumd that religious propecty was confiscated and religious
faith declated Lo be incompatlible with revelutlionsry activism, He added Lthat,
fortunately, the szituation has now been overcome, although there are still
some restrictions on practising religion which are likely to dizappear. He
admitted that religious denominations have Limited access Lo Lelevision, radio
and the other media, although there are interviews with celigious lLeaders from
time to time and Cuba often receives important visitors from different
churchez. He also pointed out that, if the varioua churches were offerad
dpace in the media, the Government would not have enough for its own social
canpaigns. Lastly, he atated that Cuba today has ovar 800 Proteatant churchesg
with some 1,000 ministers, while the Catholic Chureh has 500 churchesz. Hs
could not say, however, just what the total number of believers wasz, as
statigtics were inadequate, but, if the baptismal registars were taken as a
bagis, there were milllons of Catholics in Cuba, representing soms 15 ko

20 per cent of the total population. The Catholic Episcopal Conference put
the {igure at 60 per cent of the population. Heverthelezs, according to the
Head of the Belipgious Affalrs Office of the Communizt Party, only 80,000

to 90,000 Catholies attend religious services, while the figure for
Protestants ia 75,000 to 80,000. In concluzion, he z2aid that the most
widespread religiom in Cuba iz gzanteria, Afro-Christlan gyneretism.

10L. The Vice-President of the Council of State recognized that tha Cuban
Govermmemt doas not encourage religiows voeations, but said this dosg not maean
there is any religious persecution in Cuba., He admittaed that a Catholic
cannot teach in a primacy school, although ha can work in other aveas, such as
medicine. He gaid it is not ¢opmon for a Catholic to hold an executive
poesition in the Pacty or the State. Im hig opinion, the problem lies to a
lavge axtent in the popular tveactlon againet the various religious
deneminatione, which is sometimes expressed in spontaneocug acte of
intoleranca, an outcome of the lack of upderstanding of the religlous
rhetiomano .

10Z. The Hesd of the Infermation and Cultural Affaire Office of the Commmnist
Party said that publications by religioug Bects are intended for the seets
thamgelves and that religious information is mot given radieo or televigion
time or gpace ig the press. He did add, however, that such opportunities
could be provided in the future, in the process of the return to normal in
Church-State relationg, provided the churches concern themselves with
ppiritual, and not worldly, mattecs.

103, The Pregidemt of the Catholic Episcopal Conference told the group that,
gince 1985, whem the Office of Beligious Affairs of the Communlst Parcty wag
established, there have been msjor advences in reletions between the Catholic
Church and the State. The phase of 8 return t¢ normal relations began some

10 years azo, before which there were two earlier phases, one of fierce
confrontation and another during which the Cathelice Church regigned itself to
the revolutionary status quo. He added that the period of confrontation began
when the new régime axplicitly stated its desire to establish socialism in
Cuba. From thenm on, becsuse of the Church's opposition to that political
propramme, it [ost the chanee to go on teaching in schools and guffered from a
fall in the nunber of priests and ouns; there were 200 priests left in Cuba,
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while the number of nuns declined from 2,800 Lo Z3Q, That had come about
through the expulsgion of many menbers of religlous orders, inclading a bishop,
and the voluntacy emigration of others, because of the vrastrictions on church
activities. Me algo claimed that, during the 19608, at the tims Church-State
relations were at theic most difficult, Cathelics found thelr ¢ivil rights
restricted in work places, schools and the mass media. Some 10 years ago, a
process of contact ond dialopue was initiated between Church and State,
leading to & new stage in their relations. This move towards a retumm to
norpal was reflected in the way bishops were able to raise with the
authorities complaints from thelr parishioners about various situations in
which they suffered occupational, political or academie dizcrimination on
religious grounda. The State gtarted to listen te theze complaints and to
deal with them, thus creating a better climate in relations with the Catholic
Church. Laatly, he regratted the fact that the improvements which had taken
place in the Catholics' situation had been achleved only through conceszions,
not as a result of the vecognition of legitimate rights.

104. The Catholic Epizcopal Gonference referred to the difficultias still
encountered by the Church in exercising ita right te freedom of worship and to
the subtle discrimination siill suffered by believera, Among other
difficulties, they mentioned the lack of access Lo the media, whather prass,
radio or television, although the Holy Father himaelf had called for fraedom
in that area; the fact that the Church had not been able to get back the
schools and colleges it had had before the establishment of the new régime;
the lack of access to education wnder the present educatiomal zystem; and the
inadequate number of Catholic priests (some 225) in relation to the populatiom
of fuba, although they admittad that some foreign priests hava started to
arrive to parform pastoral duties for the Cdathalic Shurch. They added that
religious believers do not form part of the Party, which in their view is
diseriminatory, since they are thus excluded from the decizion-making precess
in Cuban society.

105. The group also received 5 of the 7 members of the Executive Committee of
the Ecumenical Council, which represents 54 Protestant chucches and ecumenical
movements and institutions, and they stated that the group's visit was taking
place at the bert time in relations between their chucches and the State,
which were nio lomger beset by the diffleulties dividing Christians and
Marxistz in the 19608, when the former ware ant!-Communlists and tha latber
open enemies of the Christians. They said that their churches can meet
without any problems and hold services on thelr own premises and that many of
them have their own publications, a2 in the ¢ase of the Pragbyterian Chucch,
although they have problems in disteibuting the material they publizh. They
added that the Protestant churches give religious education om their awn
premises and at heliday camps for young people and that their minicters
encounter no difficulties in wviziting parishioners whoe are sick or have
problems, although they said they have no access Lo the media. Thay also
claimed thet there iz no contradiction between the Christian education given
in the churches and in believers® homes and the Macxwist education given in
gehools, since atheisw is not on objective of the Revolubion and
MatgismLeninism is taught omly in tha last two years of pre-universgity
studies. They said that students 40 not have Lo accept the materializtic view
of the world and are free to decide whather or not bto have raligious beliefs.
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136, The Secretariat on behalf of the group received a total of Bl complaints
of religious discriminatlon, mainly from members of the Jehovah's Witnesses
and Seventh Day Adventists. Their principal complaints refecrtved to theic
refusal to undertake military service and to work on Saturdays, respectively.
Chapter IL gave the comments of the Cuban authorities on the way problems with
members of these churches are being dealt with., A Jehovah's Witness 24/
gtated that, in 1981, his howuse was searched by the Hational Revolutionary
Police, who conflscated a Bible, three copies of the Watch Tower, a book on
the ¥ew Testament and two books of the mect he belengs to. Shortly
afterwards, he was gentenced to 9 months' imprisonment for being in possession
of clandestinely printed material, all the confiscated makterial being
destroyed on the orders of the Municipal Courclk (see annex XXV for a copy of
the judgement given in the cage by the court of ficst ingtance). The
Secretariat on behalf of the group also recelved the ficst five issues of La
Religidn en Cuba (Religion in Cuba), an iodependent publication, although it
hag Links with the Catholie Church; it is edited by Encigue Lépez Silva and
the first Lssue came out in September 1987. As the publication itself states,
it is evidence of the improvement in relations between the Catholic Chucch and
the State.

5. Freadem of opinton and awpresgion, including freedom of infarmatien
{art. 19 of the Universal Declaraticen of Human Rights)

147. On this aubject, the group talked with the Head of the Information and
Cultaral Affairs 0ffice of the Communist Party and the Vice-President of the
Council of State, 1Tt also talked with leadars of the Union of Joucnalists and
editors and directors of the main media organs. This subject was also
digeussed with representatives of non-governmental organizations and
individuals.

108. The Head of the Information and Cultural AfFairs Office of the Communist
Party exploined that Cuba haz no ministry of information, =0 that the
responsibility for imformation policy lies with the Communist Party. He gaid
that hisz office doez not in any way decide what information should be put out
by the media! there are no unitsz attached to the media to supervise the
material they publigh. Ic is the task of their editors and directors to
decide what infermation they chould repert. He added that the group's vigit
coincided with & serioua effort to liberalize informatiom policy zo that the
people of Cuba ¢can know about everything going on inside and outside Cuba and
have an opportunity to express the widest variety of opinions through the mase
media. Thers are at present 4 national daily newspapers and a number of
provincial ones, with a total daily circulation of 1,572,000; 2 national
television channels, 7 provineial and 1 international; and 5 natienal radie
stationg, 17 provincial, 31 smni¢ipal and 1 international. The press, radio
and television atre State-owned. He zaid that, in addition to the information
they provide, counter-revolutionaries broadesast more than 130 hours of
progranmes & day from radio stations in the United Statas. He stated that the
Government does mot intecfere with those broadcasts, despite ithe fact that the
information ig bpasically propaganda. He added that it resulted in a certain
balance in information policy. Tt was true that there are certain
ragtrictions on freedom of the pregs in Cuba; it was forbidden, for example,
to put out pornography or to advocate racism or war ac a meanz of settling
disputes. AE regards the pogsibility of religious secis having access to the
wadia in the future, he gaid that it was likely as part of the raturn to
normal Church-State relations, provided they concern themselvas with tha zoul
and not with worldly matters.
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109. The Vice-President of the Gouncil of State said that some 48 million
books are publiched in Cubs every year, but, even 3¢, it iz not poszesibls to
publish everything that is produced, eo that it is necesszary to be pelective.
Re said he sew no veason to publish counter-revolutionary authors, which in
any casa wig ot required by the Universal Daelaration of Human Righte. That
did not in sny way mean, however, that they could not publigh thelr books for
themselves, although he discounted the possibility of their having any success
in GCubs.

110. During the group's talks with the editors and directors of nationsl medis
organs and reprecentatives of the Journalists' Union, the Fresidemt of the
Umion of Journalists said that it i% not mececeacy to have a degres in
journaliem or to join the Union in ovder to practise journalism in Guba. The
President of the Cuban Radic and Television Institute said that, in Cuba,
there are no controls of any kind on buying shortwave radios and thiat he knew
of no cagses of reprisals againet persons whe listen to broadcasts from

abroad. With regard to the lack of information provided by the newspaper
Grenme on the Olympic Games, which were being held in Seoul during the gooup's
vipit to Cuba, the newspaper's Deputy Editor said the reason was lack of
interezt in the Games amonmgsi the paople, 2ince Cuba was not taking part. He
noted that the opposite had happened when the Pan-American Games were held in
Indianepolis, precisely because there wasz 50 wuch interest in Cuba‘s
participation. Other persons in charge of the wedia expressed the same
opinion, although they assured the group that their own organs were providing
bagic informatiom on the Olympice. With vegard to ancther question piut by the
group to the media chiefs conmcerming the pogsibility that they might publiish a
prese telease from the Cuban Committee for Human Bights on the group's wisit
to Cuba, the Deputy Editor of Grammwa zaid that he had not seen the text, but
thet, if he veceived it, he would congider the possibility of publlishing it,
just az any newspaper aditor in the world would do.

111. The group recaived from the Cuban Committaa for Human Rights a file on
freedom of expresszliom in Cuba. */ The Committee contends that the press,
radio and television are controlled by the Revolutionary Orientation
Divectorate of the Communist Party. Accordingly, all the nedia refleect tha
news from the game angle and they do not express any opinion that departs from
the official line. This means, accotding to the Committee, that, 1f a
Jourmali=st decides to express ideag, he rung the risk of losing his job, thus
being doomed to a marginal existence or exile. Anyone who is dismissed is
offered, apart from exile, a choice between working as a building laboursr or
8= 5 gravedipger in a cemetery. Precisely because of these fears, Mmany
journalists have to resign themselves to becoming unconditional spokesmem for
the régime, keeping their thoughts to themselves and forgetting that they have
the ability to think. Artists who dare to expose the reality created by the
Government-controlled media face the same prospects. The Commmittes also
refers to a nunbet of events which have marked impoctant stages in the process
of suzzling freedom of expressziorn in Cuba: +the satting wp in 1963 of the now
disbended Military Production Assistance Units (UMAPE)}, to which people who
were not unconditicnal supporters of the régime, intcluding many intellectuals
and artists, were sent to do forced labour: the Microfraccidn trial in 1%e%,
in which & total of 40 jeurnallsts, wrlters and professionals were zent to
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prisom without any sentence and many more Were reduced to the status of
third-clags citizenz, a situwation that still exists in some instances, #imply
bacauge thaey aexprassed thelir opinions; the sc-called “parametrisme” trial at
the end af the 1960z against more than a hundred intellectuals and artists,
defended by Drv*. Aramis Tabuada, who later died in prisen. ($ee Chapter IV,
paca. 1L48).

112. Ome witness 25/ said that he was convieted of the crime of enemy
propaganda and sentsnced in 1983 to 10 years' imprisonment for writing a
eritical article on agricultural prices in a Camagliey nawspaper. He was
released after serving four years of his sentence. In all, sut of the total
of over 1,600, the group received 67 complaints of vislatlions of freedom of
opinion and expression (see annex ¥IL).

6. Freadom of aszembly and asgoci d nion fr
fart. 20 of the Universal Declaration of Human ®ights)

113. The Minister of Justice axplained to the group that the 1985 Associations
Act establlshas the list of associations and lays down the requirements Cor
their rvegistration and functioning. He said that, at present there are

1,698 registered ascociations in Cuba, im addition to 183 religious
denominations. The Former include primarily brotherhoods, Masonic Ledges and
aggociations of foreigners. He gald that the Cuban Comnittee for Human Rights
hag never submitted an application for registration with the Ministry of
Jugtice, while the application by the Commizsion for Human Rights and Watiomal
Reconciliation was submitied shortly before the growp's accival in Cuba and is
gtill wunder ceview. As to the Asociaclim Haturista Vida, the ¥inistec sald
that 1t has been turning into a group of gpeculators gellling plotz of land.

114. The ¥ice-President of the Gouncil of State gaid that Guba has a
“eloged-shop™ system in which only one trade union, which must cover the
majority of the workers, can operate in each factory. Cuban legislation thusg
protects the majority's right to trade union representation in the worckplace.
The law also protects the right of workers mot to join a trade unlion. The
Minister of Labour, for his part, told the group that 98 per cent of the
workers are unionized in the Guban Workers' Faederationm, which is wade up

of 17 national unions, by branch of activity, only 2 per cent of workers are
not members, their decision 1§ respected and there is no discrimination
pgainst them on that sccount. He also said that tcade union unity ts highly
valued by the people and, hence, the workers do not feel any need to create
more uniong. He nevertheless pointed out that, if the workers one day declde
not t¢ maintain the present organizational structucres, thair demand will have
te be respected, Lastly, he stated that workers in Quba do not have any
reason Lo g0 on strike, since they have all the basic setrvices to guarantee
their security and well-being.

115. The group received a document from the Guban Committee for Human Rights
and the Associacién Pro Arte Libre (Free Arts Agssociation) requesting it to
interceds with the Cuban Government 1o legalize four assoclationsz sald to have
applied for recognition by the Ministey of Justice, */ These associations
are, in addition to the petitioners, the Human Rights Party and the
hssoclation of Friends of Perestroika and Glasnoest. They alac maintailn that,
for almost 20 years, the Government hag marginalized the intellectuala
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connectead with the group known as Microfraceidn becawse they woiced their
dizagreement with the leadership of the Commanist Party. They add that, an
idecleogical, politiecal or religious grounds, marginalization iz the fate of
young artists, as well ap expomants of Cuban culture in exile, whosa work is
censored in Cuba. They alsce maintain that, despite the Aszoclations Act, the
Govettonent has repeatedly refused to recognize non-governmantal
organizations; the usual ¢ourse is to criticize them harshly, sometimes in
defamatory terms, and ithe ovganlzations involved have no opportunity to
exercise any right of reply. The Governmant also prohibkits and penalizes any
oral, written or other form of ewpreassion against it (art. 103 of the Pemal
Code}. For their part the Presidents of some non-governmental organizations,
namely, the Allied Human Rights and Reconciliation Organizatioms, the Sendero
Verde Eco-Pacifist Movement and Agoclacldén Maturista Wida, complained te the
group that the petsscution and haraszment to which they are being subjected by
State cecurity bodies hamper the work thay are doing and place the wvery
existence of their organizations in a very shaky position.

7. Bight to political participation
{art. 21 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights)

116. The Secretary-General of the Hational Assembly explained to the group the
mechanisns for people's reprasentation and partieipation under Cuban
legpislation. He sald that the principles which govern political
representation and pacticipation im Cuba are the election of representativas
by a foee, aqual and secret vole; accountability, and possible rewoval firom
office, Every electoral constituency is divided into tv .o eight areas,
depending on its 2ize. The inhabitants of each are=n to choose theic
candidate on the baziz of thelt own proposals. Cariidates must be over

16 years of age and reszident in the relevant constituency; He said that there
were no officlal candidates nor candidatesz supported by the Communizt Party,
that any perszon ¢ould nominate a candidate of hiz choelce, 20 Llong as such
person resided in a constituency including the pozaibility of nowinating
oneself. He added that delegatas had Lo veport periodically on pain of having
their mandate revoked at any moment. 1In this way, the country pariodically
elects the 13,245 delegates who form the various Constituency Assemblies.

They are wot professionals, since they are not paid for exercising their
funetions. ‘They must pevform their elective office outside regular working
hours., Delegates hold weekly meetings with the parsons they represent and
report on theic activities twice a yesr. Delegates to the Constituency
Assenblies elect representativer to the Municipal Assemblies, which have an
Executive Cormittee, a standing body compoged of professionals and
non-professionale. The Wunicipal Assemblies elect delesates to the Provincial
Assemblies im the proportion of one delegate pec 10,000 inhabitante and Efor a
term ¢f two and a half year. Both delegatesz themsalves and certain
personalitieg whom the Agsemblies see fit to nominate ace eligible for
election to the Frovincial Asgsemblies. Over half the delegates in the
Provincial Assemblies are at the same time delegates in the Municipal
Azgenblies, Lastly, the Wational Assembly is compoged of deputies elected for
five years in the proportion of one per 20,000 inhabitants. Both delepates in
the Provinclial Azzembliez and prominent national personalities can stand as
candidates for the Watiocnal Aazembly. Wevertheless, 57 per cent of the
deputies are constituency delegates,
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117. The Secretary-Genetal of the Hational Assembly said that the Assembly's
functions include that of clecting the Council of State and, on the proposal
of that body, the Council of Minicters. The Hational Assephly is the suprems
organ of State power, since it exercises the constituvent and legislative
powers of the Bepublic. It may call for B referendum in the case of a
constitutional reform and repecal Decree Lews which are contrary to the
Congtitution. The Wational Assembly also receives reports from the Council of
Ztate, the Gouncil of Ministers, tha Provincial Aszenbliez, the Supreme Couct,
the Attorney-General's Office. Like the constituency delegatez, the deputies
de not derive financial pain from their office, since they continue to hold
their regular smployment, receiving the necesssary leave and subgistence
allowancas when engaging in activities in the Aspembly. They are also
protected by eriminal and sdwministrative immunity. The Council of State, for
iks part, is the highest representative organ of the State vig-3-vis the
oukgide world and, during the periods when tho Wational Assembly is not in
gegsion, it formulates deecree-laws which mugt be approved by the Assembly
during ite two annual meetings. The Council of Ministers iz the highest
exacutive organ. The role of the Communist Party is to ensure that electoral
processes are carried ocuk in conformity with the law. He rocognized that a
high percentage of delepates and deputies are Communist Party activists, as a
logical consequence of the high regard in which the Party is held in the
count.ry. Foar inestance, pver half the dalegates in the Municipal Assomblies
are Commmist Party activists,

118. Far his part, the Viece-Prasident of the Councll of State zald that the
Communict Pacty is the forece that guides soclety and the =tate, in accordance
with the wishes of the overwhalming majority in the country, and that mare
than 97 per cent of citizens who took part in tha 1976 veferendum voted in
favour of the Constitution. He said that only a minority is opposed to it and
that it is not possible for the minority to prevail over the majority.
Comrenting on the watchword of the President of the Gouncil of State, "Within
tha Raevolution everything, ouktside the Revolution nothing", which was
mantioned to the proup on more than one occasion by the members of the Cuban
Writars® and Artists* Union, the Vice-President of the Council of State maid
that it must be understood in the broad sensa and not interpreted narrowly.
He also said that the watchword did not have constitutional status. He
maintained that not being in favour of the Rewvolution did not mean being
againgt it. The Revolutien iz made up not only of cevelutionaries, but also
of persoms who are not revolutionaries, provided that they are not oppoged to
it. He =zaid that there are very few opponents of the Revolution and that the
majority of the pecple idenktify with it. With regacd to the mass reaction
against some citizens, better known as acts of cepudiation, he said that,
although there had been a spontanagos reaction by the pegple against persoms
wha wanted to leave the country, they bad not been instigated by the
Govettoent, which had had to intervene in crder to prevent the situation from
deteriorating still further.

119. In a communication from tha Organization of Political Prisoners dated

28 May 1988, which was raceived by the Secretariat on behalf of the group from
tha Cuban Committee for tuman Rights, 46 political prisoners at Combinado del
Ezke pave a historical account of the main violationg of individuwal and
political freedom, which, in their wiew. have led to the gradual inestallation
of a totalitarian régime in Cuba. The text of the communication iz found in
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annex XXIV1. In another document handed to the S8ecretariat in the presence of
the group {see annex XAVII) 22 political prigonera affirm that Following the
ingtitutionalization of the ragime, the people are obliged to go to the polls
ko vota, not for a candidate for tha Pragidency nog for the Prime Minister but
for candidates from thele district to ba dalegated to the Popular Powar, while
the Cowmpmunist Party without any packicipation of the people, choose the
maximum lepdars of the country and agsume their self-given role as guiding
force of egciety and the State.

€. Judiciel protection of rights snd public freedoms

120. The Attorney-General stated that one of the functions of tha
Attotney-Gemeral's Office iz to monitor the rule of law or, in other wocds, to
Euarantee that actg by private individuals, as well ag by public and private
bodies, are carried out within the framework of the law. With regard o the
guarantees that the law affords for the individual to question the lowfulness
of sm administrative act or the constitutionality of a law, the
Atcorney—General said that the Administrative Procedure Act provides for the
remedies available in respect of administcative decisioms. These include
administrative vemedies. 1In cases where the law prohibits such temedies,
remnedies of applicaticon for amendment and apteal, as well as conplaints, may
ba lodged with the celevant administcative bedy, Such remedies are available
against any administrative decision and are dealt with by the Attorney-General.
When a complaint haz heen received by the Attormey-General's 0fFfice, an
investigation iz conducted and the Attorney-General then decides whether or
not the rule of law has been violated. From Janwary to September 1988, the
Attorney-Genoral's Office dealt with 2,980 complaints. With regacd to the
constitutionality of laws, the Attocney-General said that Guba did not have a
constitutional court and that, since there was no speclalized body fer the
purpose, it is for the Hational Assembly teo ensure that the lews are in
keeping with the Constitution, Deegee-Laws approved by the Council of State
and subject to ratification by the Hational Azseshly may be revioed and
amended by the Aasembly if they are not constitutlonal. With regard to
leggetr-ranking laws, it 15 possible for the Attorney-General's Office to draw
the attention of the Hational Assembly to their unconstitutionality. As to
the remedy of habeaz corpus, the Attorney-Getieral said that it 13 regulated by
articlesz 467 to 479 of the Pamal Procedute Act. He alzo sald that thiz
proceduce 1g lLlttle used, since between four and five applications for

habeag corpus ate usually submitted each year, when a detaines has not been
placed at the dlzpozal of the competent authority within the required
Lime—1limit or when a courk orders a detaines's telease and the execution of
the ordar iz delayed. Lastly, the Atbtorney-General stated that ancther of the
obligations of the Attorney-General's OfEice i= to guarantee the exercise of
the rights and dutles of prisoners. ¥For example, from Januarcy to

September 1988, the Attorney-Senmetal's OfFice investigated possible
irregularities and shortcomlngz in the toeatment of 7,607 pelsonecs.

121. The President of the Supreme Court stated that, although there had been
casez in which judges had been elected without experience and adequate legal
training merely on the basis of a unlversity degree, the zituation 1z now
changing. 5Since early 1938, candidates for posts of judpes both in the
Suprems Court and in the Provincial and Municipal People's Courts are required
to have professional experience and previous prastical training in assoclated
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lawyers' offices. He also sald that consideration is being given to the
eztablizlwent of an Imstitute for the legal profession. Wlth regard to the
right of an accused person freely to choose counsal to defend him in rezular
proceedings, the President of the Union of Jurists szald that the accuged may
freely chooge counzel {rom among the mewpbers of the varlous assoclated
Lawyers® officez. He also said that there 13 an ex 9fficic defence counsel
procedure, under which the accused ie offered the sarvices of the relevant
attorney. The President of the Wational Directorate of Asgociated Lawyers'
Offices explained to the group that such offices exist throughout Cuban
territory and are private bodies in which legal services may be freely
contracted and every client ig free Lo choose the lawyar We prefecs. The fees
are esztablished in advance and are always moderate; they way even be reduced
by 50 per cent in the case of poor clients. He also explained that, although
there are 1,200 attorneys in such offices, there iz still a shortage of
lawyers in Cuba, although the situation iz expected to improve, since the
Social Service Act specifies that new graduates must work for three years in
the associated lawyers' offices. The national representatives of the
agsgeciated lawyers' offices gtated that they disegreed with section 1 (Lawyers
and the legal system) of the report by the New York Bar Asgoclation, which
¢lains that defence lawyers do not defend their elients energetically enough,
particularly when they are accused of political offences. (See annx EXVILI} 26/

122. A witness repregenting the Cuban Committee for Human Rights 27/ stated
that Cuba does not have any judicisal mechanism whereby an individual zan
exercige the right to an effective remedy in the event of a violation of hia
rights as a c¢itizem. He said that in view of the non existence of a tribumal
of congtitutional guarantees the rights and freedoms referced o in the
Congtitution are not properly guaranteed. Article 26 of the Constitution doeaa
not indicate to which autherity oc under which procedurs a remedy may be
applied for in connection with an abusze of authority by a Government official
and this omissiom is a violation of article 8 of the Universal Declarabion of
Human Rights. He pointed ocut that articles of the provisions of the Pemal
Procedure Act do not make it possible fto hold fair and impartial judieilal
proceedings. In this connecstion, he gaid that articles 105, 160, Llél, 245 and
258 of the Penal Code hinder the holding of a just apd impartial judieial
procezs.  With repard to article 105, he said that the Attorney-Genercal'e
Office was respomsible for the preparatory phase. Thie means that it is the
police who repare the case, and not a judge, as should be the casze. In
regard te actiorn for hebeag corpus, he said that there are many tregirictions
on the exercise of the right to habeas corpus. An arrest warrant, even if
arbiteary, suffleesg for an avrest to be lawful and for habeas corpus mot to be
appliceble. He said that, in December 1979, mere than 1,000 citizens who were
arcested and accused of being dangerous were tried in Combinade del Egta
Prison without being able to choose theic own lawyars. This procedurs wag
maintained until 1987. 1In effect, he indicated that many of the judges belong
to the Communist Party and, although they were not activists depended on the
approval of the Party for their slection. He pointed out that, under

article 123 of the Constitution, the main objlectives of the courtz are,

inter alia, the wmaintenance and strengthening of the socialist rule of law and
the protaction of the economic, social and political régime established by the
Constitution. He also indicated that, under article 47 of the Panal Code, the
courts determine penalties in accordance with the socialist legal consclencea.
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Chapter IV

ECONOMIC, SO0CLAL AMD CULTURAL RIGHTS

A. Labour matters and gocial security (arts. 22, 23 and 24
of the Universal Declaration of Human Righte)

123. On this subject, the group held talks with the Vice-President of the
Gouncil of State and the Minister of Labour and received 2564 reports from
persons who stated that they had lost their jobs for political reasons,
particularly for applying to leave the country.

124. The Hinister of Labour explained to the group that the State guaranteed
tg all Gubanz the right to work. There was ne uneoployment 1o Guba and the
existing social security system protected mothers, children and eldecly people
and looked after people who were temporarily or permanently sick or injuced.
He told the group that the supply of labour was channelled through the
so-talled Offices of Labour Ocientation, to which unemployed workers applied
for information about employment opportunities. He mentioned that the working
week was 44 hours and that amnual leave amounted to 30 days. He stated that
wages were set on the basls of the principle of "equal pay for equal work",
and that there were alse productivitiy incentives. Wages policy was monitored
by the State Committee on Labour and Social Security, which also suparvised
neagures of labour safety and hyglene. He explained that the Social Security
Fund was financed by enterprises. 1In the past, the workers had contributed to
pension funds, but the syatem had been abandoned because of the corrupbion it
entailed. The retirement age was 60 for men and 55 for women, and thore were
currently over 900,000 retired people, each of whom was recelving the
appropriate pension. For his part, the Vice-Pregident of the Councll of State
told the group that all forner prisoners had the rcight to work, but that it
wags difficult for s counter-reveolutionary to retain & job because of the
natural antipathy he prompted in his workmates.

125, During its wizit Lo the Republic of Chile Agriculture and Stock-raising
Co-qpevative in Vinales, Pinar del Rio province, the group wasg told by the
co—operative’s administration about the functioning of that self-governing
enterprize, which had cesulted fron the agracian refocm that had taken place
in the early years of the Revolution. Many of the peagants who had benefited
from the reform had decided to join together in agricultursl and stock-raizing
co—operatives. Both joining and leaving enterprises of that type were
voluntary actions, apert from some exceptional casesz established by law., The
co-operative visited by the group had beom set vwp on é October 1973 with

122 peagants and about 250 hectaresz of land and had subsequently teipled the
nupber of its menbers and increased 1ts land area temfold. The co-operabive's
adpinistration provided information about the various crops grown and Lthe
livestoek raiged. 1t was stated that all the children in the co-opetrabive
attended zchool, all the familiss had decent housing and the workerz and the
menbers of their families had time for sports and cultural activities. Tha
group noted the achlevements of the co—operative with respect to production
and to soelal and cultural facilities.
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125. Of the individual statements received by the group, the most frequent
reason Eor loss of employment or loss of employment category was having
applied to leave the country. Other reasons were also cited by witnesses.

Por instance, one witness sald that he had lost his job in 1977 for belonging
to an unofficial Marxist study group. He stated that three years later he had
again been dismis=ed from hisz new place of employwent for vefusing to take
part in an act of repudiaktion of a worlmate., 28/ Another witness 29/ stated
that he had been mathematics teacher for 21 years and he was dismissed from
hiz teaching post in 1983 for having cicculated material that conflicts with
the Cauban zocial ideology, <¢lassed by the UNEAC {(lnidn Macionzl de Escritores
Artistas cubanos) as deviabionist, anti-—Commnist and anti-Soviet. (See the
Judgement of the Peoples Municipal Court proncunced in this case in

annex XXIX}. The winess claims that he only provided the work of typing up
the Lranslation of a book on Wostradamus. For the same ceason he wag
condamened for enemy propapanda to one year's deprivation of liberty which was
replaced by restiicted liberty for the same pericd {(see the judgement of the
Provincial People*s Court in the same anbex KXIX). Another witness 30/ stated
that he had been diswissed from his teaching post because of his refusal to
integrate with the Revolution politically. The witness stated that he folt
narvous and very frightened and asked the group to intercede om humanitarian
groundz so a2 Lo enable him to Leave the counkcy.

B, Health {art. 25 of tha Universal Declaration of Human Righta)

127. The group held talks on the subject with the Minister of Health and his
officialz and visited the Hermanos Ameijeida Hospital and the Paychiatric
Hospital. UDuring its visit to Pinar del Rio province, it rveceived information
concerning publiz health facilitlies at the provinecial level. It also received
information from other governmental authorities, from individuals and from
nen- governmental organizations.

128, In his talke with the group, the President of the Council of State stated
that the achiovements of the ERevolution in the zocial osphere had been
outstanding and thakt, as a3 rvegsult of the offorts made by the régime in the
areas of preventive wedicine, mother and child care, and nutrition, his
Government had eaved the lives over the last 30 years of approximately 300,000
children who would not have survived if substantial changes in Cuban social
policy had not been introduced. He comparved the experience of GQuba in this
area to that of other countries of the Third World, where as a cvesult of the
mpjust international economic order many children were dying of hunger
everyday. He sajd, meiaphorically that thiszs waz equivalent to the explozion
of Hirozhima bomb in the Third Werld every third day.

129. A comparative table of the most important publie health indicatoes, gent
to the grouwp by the Government of Cuba 31/, is given bhelow.
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SUBJECT 1958 1987

Doctors 6 286 28 060
Dentiats 250 5 923
Pharmacists 46 664
Wurses and assistants B26 53 595
Technicians and assistants 478 54 078
Wumber of inhabitants per doctaor 1 076 67
Humbar of inhabitants per dentist 27 052 1 739
Fomily doctors - 4 021
Hospitals 3y 264
Polyclinics 52 422
Bural health centres - 256
Maternity homwas - 135
Old people’s homas 27{*) 126
Beds per 1,000 inhabitants 4.2 5.7
Medical examinations per inhabitant 1.9{%) 6.4
Dental examinations per inhabitant 8.1(%) 1.5
Rate of deaths ipn childbirth

{per 100 thousand live births) 125.3 3.0
(*)} 1963

130. To supplemant this information, the Minister of Health said that average
life expectancy was currently 74.6 years {(as compared with 5B years in 19583
and 52 years in 1959), which placed Cuba on a level comparable with that of
many developed countries. He mentioned that othet achievemsnis in the area of
public health were the treatment of contagious disesases, advances in the area
of twtrition and the eradication of malaria, diphtheria, tuberculosis, pelio,
weningitis and tetarus for childeen and other commonm infantile epidemics, with
a consaquent drastic ceduction in the infant mortality index to 0.083. He
also wentioned that these efforks with cvespect to health would have failed if
adequate attention had not been paid to the training of future doctors, nurses
and spacialized technical staff. He added that Cuba corrently had

21 faculties of medicine and 4§ faculties of dentistry. He alsc siated that an
original contribution to public health was the creation of the family medicine
speciality, of a baszically preventive nature, which enabled health
profazzionals to get closer to the wman in the street and thus involve him in
the campaipgn against {llness. He also referred to the successful results that
had been achieved in transplant surgery, adding that heart, brain, liver,
kidney and long transplants had already been carcied out in Cuba, which meant
that it was one of the foremost coumtries of the world in that area. Other
indications of the efforts being made by the végime in the area of health was
the current encouragement to applied scientifie research, especially in the
spheres of genetics and tropical diseases, as well ag promotion of the
industrial production of medical equipment. At the end of the talks, the
group submitted to the Minister of Health a document entitled “Beletin
Especial. Equipo de Dpinidn del Pueblo. DOR. Partido Comunlsta Cubanoc.
Provincia de Holguin™ {Special Bulletin. Public Opinion Unit. DOB. Comunista
Pacty, Provincia de Holguin} with a view to ascectainlng his opinion on it.
{See annex XXX).
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131. In comnection with the AIDS problem im Guba, the President of tha Allied
Human Rights and NMational Beconciliation Organmizations informed the group that
AIDS patients were confined against their will im a special prison and asked
the group to securs the Government's authorigation Lo visit the place. Two
other witnesses criticized the way in which the Government wasg tackling the
AIDS problem, whosze existence in Cuba it had been denying until vecy

recently. They alleged that persons suffering from the discase were being
held in a place known as "Finca los Cocos™ in Rancho Boyeros, where a very
strict, prison-like survelllance system was in force., 32/ Im its talks with
the Minister of Health and the high officials in the sector, the group
axpressed its desice to be informed about that problem. The Deputy Minigter
of Haalth for Hygiene and Epidemiology gave a detailed account of the measures
adopted by his depacriment to deal with the AIDS problem. He wentioned,

inter alia, the suspension as from Aupust 1983 of all imports of bloed or
blood produets; the eckablicetment of a strict monitoring system in all the
countey's hospitals to detect clinical forms of the disease; and the decision
to examine the general public, particularly those in high-risk sectors and
people who had travelled abroad or had ctherwise come into contact with
foreigners. He said that the resulits of the examinations indicated that there
were very few personsg carrying the wvirus. Once they had baen detected, the
authoritiss decided to tackle the problem by adopting the following measures:
making an analysis of all blood doneted for the use of patients - two positive
cages had been detected in 1988 out of 250,000 blood samples; carcying out an
gpidemiological study of all the cases detected; and endeavouring to prevent
contagion by confining patientz and the carriers of the virus. Az a vesult of
those efforts, 2.8 million persong (27 par cent of the total population and
39.4 per cent of the sexually active population) had been examined so far and
251 positive cazez had been found, 39 of whom were seriously ill and 11 of
whom had died. Only 0.009 per cent of the population were found positive.

132, After its talks with the Minister of Health, the group visited the
tcansplant dopartment of the Hermanos Amejijeida Hospital. There the group saw
two pakbients who had tecently received heart transplants, In Cuba, there had
been 50 transplants to date, including 15 heart tcaneplants and 2 beart and
lung transplants. The group cbaserved the modern fanilities of the bullding,
which had beet opensd twoe years previously, the sophisticated medical
sguipmont available and the high level of the medical and paramedical staff
working there.

133. During its visit to the Psychiatric Hoepital, the group was informed that
it could accomnodate 4,100 patients and had facilities for daily contact
batwoon patiombts and theic celatives. About 75 per cent of the psychiatric
in-patients engaged in work, for which they teceived normal wages. According
Lo the Director of the Hospital, all the patlents, including those suffering
from chromic illnesses, could be rehabilitated through work, He stated to
prowe his casge that, over the last 10 years, some 5,000 chronic mental
patients had been rehabilitated in Cuba. As for the capaclity of peychiateie
hospitals in Guba, the Dicvector admitted that there was a deficit of about
1,000 bads, In his opinion, most of the patients ware social deviants or
persons suffering from chronic and difficult newroses. As for exogenous
illnesses such as schizophrenia and manice depressive psychosis, he said that
they were largely dependent on envicounental factors. For that reason, ha
added, there were no cagses of suicide or acubte depression in Cuba resulking
from dismissals, unemployment, caclal discerimination or drug addiction.



E/CH. 471989/ 46
page 48

134, The Director stated that prisoners could be sent to the Hospital for
obzarvation at the request of the courta. He gaid thet such prisoners could
not remain in the Hospital for more than 30 days and that their mental
condition must be determined within that period. Mentally nermal prizoners
were returned to the place they had come from. The group teceived a complaint
according to which a prisoner had recently been internmed with patients
ragarded ag violent and in ungatisfactory comnditions. For this reason the
group expressed its desire to wisit the Carbéd Servia Ward in which,

inter alia, prisoners are kept under psychiatriec observation. The detainee
wag not present in the Hospital but he was subsequently interviewed by the
group in Combinade del Este prison. The Director recognized the need for more
nodern pramises for this unit and expressed the hope that work on their
construction would begln shortly.

135, During its vigit to Pinar del Rio province, the senior provincial
authority informed the group that 23.3 per cent of the previnelal budget wasz
allocated to public health cests, and that there were 21 hospitals and
polyclinics in the province with 5.4 beds for every 1,000 inhabitants and

1 doctor for every 491 inhabitants. He added that, although those

two indicators meant that Pinar del Rio was slightly below the national
averagn, they were vacy much higher than those of most places in the

third world. With regard to family doctors, he eald that there were 224 of
them in the province, a number that would shortly be increased by 120 new
graduates.

136. Leaders of the Wational Co-ordinating Organization © . the Committees for
the Defence of the Reveolution and leadecs of other ma- .ganizations and
Government suthorities informed the group that ano” .. unquestionahla
achievement of the Revolution in respect of health was having devised a system
which eneured the sustenance of all Cubang through their accass Lo a balanced
diet. The lattar was guarantaad by the State, which issuad a Libreta de
Abastecinientos (supplies bock)} to each family. Tn it was recorded, in
accordance with the gize of the family and the ages of ity members, the staple
food products to which each family was entitled. The Families were able to
obtain additisnal foodstuffs, depending on their incomes, om the “parallel
market”. Some witneasses expressed their dissatisfaction with the current food
policy, alleging that, although it might have put an end to the hunger and
deztitution of many persons, it still 4id not provide the people with access
t4 a richer and more wvaried diet.

137, The eroup received from the Cuban Comnittee for Human Rights a document
entitled “Status and role of doctors in Cuba™ (see annex XIXXI}, in which it
was stated that doctars did not enjoy evan the minimum facillities to which
their important contribution to zociety entitled them to. The Committes
allegad that doctors were obliged to work exclugively for the State, with the
result that their professziomal freedom was restricted and they were indirectly
requited to obey orders from the Party organs concerning attendance at
neetings, assemblies, demonstrations and zo--called “voluntary labour days"™.
The latber were, in fact, compulszory since failure to participate in them
could be regarded ag a sign of ideologlical weaknessz and the doctor could
suffer various forms of pemalty, ranging from so-called self-ceritlcism
segslons to loss of labour rights and ineluding poesting to remote areas
providing scant professional stlmulus, adwinistrative penalties or expulsion
from Lhe organizations to which he belanged.
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€. Housing {art. 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Eights)

138. The group held talks on this subject with offlcials of the Housing
Inetitute and with the Pinar del Rio provincial sutherities. In its talke
with the senior officials of the Houwsing Institute, the group was informed of
the housing shortage that had existed in Guba before 1959, According to the
President of the Institute, there had been 1.5 million dwellings in 1959, half
of which had been in very poor condition, lacking even electricity anmd
ganitary facilities. As a result of the considerable efforts made in that
gector, Guba cutrvently had 2.6 milliot dwellings, which mesent that the
increase in the number of dwellings since 1959 (90 per cent) was more than
double the population increase (40 per cent) and that had rendered it possible
drastically to reduce the shortage hanging over from the past. Pricrity had
been given to the construction of houszing in the counteyside and workers*
housing in the towns. The main contributers to the success achieved, the
President added, had Been the workers themselves. Thelr efforts had been
channelled through the se-—called micro-brigadas constructoras (small bullding
teams}. He said that the housing plan provided for the construction of 47,000
new housing units in 1988, 40,000 of which would be built by the State, with
the assistance of such teams, and 7,000 by peazants. He also said that to
thoze figures should be added a furkther 20,000 housing wnits that would be
built directly by their future occupants. HMost of the housing units being
built were prefabricated single-famlly units, with an average of €0 square
metres per dwelling in the countryside amd 70 square metres in Havana, or frem
16 to 18 square metres per person. On the subject of access to housing, the
President of the Ingtitute said that the Genersl Housing Act of 1985 had mwade
propecty owners of H0C,000 tenants. He concluded by eaying thet currently,
everybody owned the dwelling he Llived in and was eble to transfer or bequeath
it.

139. The senior authocity of Pinar del Rio province iold the group about the
efforkts made in that province in the field of housing construction, as a
regult of which there was currently one dwelling for every 3.9 inhabltants.
Tmprovenments in existing houzing had also been considersble, particularcly with
regard to rural electeification. Currently, 82.9 per cent of all rural
dwellings were supplied with electricity, and it was planned that the entire
rural population of the province would have access 4o eleckricity by 19495,

140. The group also received complaints concerning the property of persons who
had left the country. BRepresentatives of the Cuban Committee for Humaen Eights
otated that members of the family, including children, of persons who left the
country were obliged to pay rent for the houses which had belonged to their
relatives or to buy the furniture, equipment, utensils, erockery and linen
left behind by them.(Sece paca. 95, Chapter ILI).

D. Education {act. 2% of the Universal Declaration of Humen Bights)

141. The group took up this subject with the Ministers for Bducation and the
Hinister for Higher Education, wvisited various sducationsl]l centres including
the university of Havaha where it ewchanged views with the leaders of the
Federation of University Student {(FEU), the Federation of Studente of
International Teaching (FEEM) and the Union of Communist Youth (UJC), During
itg vigit to Pinar del Bio, it also rveceived information concerning thoe
achievements of the sducational system at the provincial level. Lastly, it
recelved oral and written information feom other Government avthorities, feom
individuals and from non-governmental organizations,
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142. A compacative table of the most important educational indicators, gliven
to the group by the Government of Cuba, iz glven below. 33/

SUBJECT 1958 1987
Prg-school cenkres:
Total number of centres 37(1} 927
Final regiztration 2 415¢1) 120 628
unber of banefieiacy mothers 2 012{1) 110 7%
Primary educakion:
Schools 7 S&7(2) 9 b1}
Teachers 17 ABS(2) 13 BTA
Initial registration 625 729 936 014
Childran complating the course 21 614 178 503
Scholarship holdacs 521(3) 29 22
Half boarders 209 294(4) 309 207
Sscondary adusation:
Schools 21 2 1a8
Taachars 4 571 104 7aAl
Initial reglstration 88 135 1 143 137
Children completing tha coutgs 4 563 300 630
Echolarship holders 47 653(3) 494 951
Half boarders 31 5348(4) 60 350
Higher aducation:
Cantrag 3 35
Teaching ataff 203 22 492
Initial registration 2 DB3 262 125
Graduates 31 27 513
Scholarship holders - 61 B55
Half twacders - 10 D24
Fducation hudgat: 79._4 1 650.7
(L} 1941

(2) Excludez private sector
{3) 1961/62 scholastic year
{4) 1970/71 scholagtic year

143. In talks with tha group, the Minigter of Education supplemented the
information given above and explained in detail the characteristic features of
tha Cuban educational syatem and the successFul extengion of its coverage.
Instruction began at the pre-school stage, with the attandance of the young
boye and girls at pre-school centres and nurseries. A8 indicated in the
table, both the increase in the number of centres and the inerease in
reglstrations and the number of mothers currenkly bsnafiting therefrom, as
compared with 30 years previoualy, revealed considerable progresc in
developing the educatlional facilities of the pra-gohool stage, Tha
school-attendance stage ran from 6 to 16 years of aga. The percentage of
children of those ages registered wag 93 per cent, the parcentage rising to

3% per cent for the category of & to L? years of age. The whale school sygtem
was compulsory and free of charge. The Minister added that the aducational
budget anmounted to almost $US 1.7 million which, in per capita terms, was well
atove the minimm established by UNESCO,
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144, With regatd to univetrsaity education, the Ministar of Higher BEducation
informed the group that there had been 15,000 univergity students in Cuba in
1959, 35,000 1n 197%L and 85,000 in 1976, whereas the current figure was
310,000, or 3 par cent of the total population. Thome students were
digtributed among 48 hlgher education centres and more than half of them wete
also workers. He added that, if they wished to pursue specialized university
studies, ptudents had to sit examinations designed to test their lmowledge and
supplement their acsdemic records. Only 50 per cent of pre-—university
studentes entered higher education, as a result of capacity problems and the
requiremants of Cuban scciety in terms of employment and profegaional stafE.
He pointad out that persong who did not enter the universitles had the
possibility of beling trained as techricians. With regard to the Cumulative
School Record, the Minister confirmed that it was a document which accompanied
the pupil from primary school onward2 but said that, since 1984, it had
combained no mention of the pupils religious baliefs. The group requested the
Miniszter's views on the ideclogical references and questions contained in the
Cumulative School Becord. The Minister stated that, although Marxispe-Leninism
featured in the curricula, thare was no disecrimination apainst students wha
did not share that doctrine. In the came context, he sald that ideologlical
education was of 3 revoluticnary socialist nature, hazed on Harxisw—Leninism,
but wag not dogmatic. In comnectlon with the role of the Comwunist Party in
higher education, the Winister stated that it concerned itself with
organization and the integration of eitizens in politics with the aim of
making them pargonsg of integrity and solidarity free from selfishness and
materialian. He also referred to the freguent exchanges of Guban students
with ftudents from other countries and Lo the absence of racist ideas in the
Cuban wmentality, as a result of the educational efforts made in recent
decadesa. He concluded by refarcing to the internationalist aseistance, bath
civil and military, which Cuba had furnished to the Government of Angola for
more than a decade in its struggle apainst the aggression of the racist régime
of South Africa.

145. The Preaident of the Local Government provincial authority of the Pinar
dal Rio province told the group that AB.4 per cent of the province's annual
badget waa earmarked for education and that 26.1 per cent of the total
population were engaged in study, including 17,313 university students. It
should be remembered that Pinar dal Rio covered about 10,861 square kilometres
and had a population of 678,000, 50 per cant urban and 50 per cent rural, and
that its principal resources came from agriculture and stock-raising. Those
achievements were all the greater if it was borne in wind that Pinar del Rio
had been one of the poorest and most backward provincesz of Quba in the past.

146. Om the subject of education, the group recelived a dooumant prepaced by
the Cuban Committee for Human Rights (see anmex XXXII) in which it was claimed
that a pupil lacking political and ideclegical integration could find his
academic career snd hie professional future affected. The Committea statad
that future students of medicine ware gsubjected to a procezz of checking of
their political and moral sicsumstances through personal interviews and
gsurreptitiouws vizite to the Committees for the Defenca of the Bevolution in
the araas From which they came. It added that, at the baginning of his first
year of studiasz, the foturse doctor had to swear an ocath of unconditional
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loyalty to the Revolution. The Committee stated that another problem
affecting education in Cube was its ideclogical bias, which took the form of
cbligatory courges in dialectical and historical paterializm, political
econony, sclentific compuniem and the history of the workerz' movement for
vniversity students studying all subjects. It anded by pointing out that,
Morxism was taught durlng the last two years of instruction.

147. Two young teachers at the Havana Technical Schoel 34/ expressed their
dipagreement with the ideological corientation of education in Cuba and their
wish to leave the country. They alsc said they were afraid that their
professcional situation would chenge as 8 result of their interview with the
group. One of them gave as snother veason for wanting to leave Cuba his
dagire to join his father who, dasgpita being sick, wag prevented from
teturning to Cuba. The othet witness afficowd that children of 2choocl age
wara aevaluatad on the basis of ideological considarations, such as the
organizationz to which they belonged and their parents' background. He
claimed thet children who were not “pioneers™ - i.e., mémbers of the official
children's organization - ware disceriminated against.

E. Cultura (art. 27 of the Universal Deslaration of Human Riphta)

148B. During the group's meeting with prominent intellectuals and artiste
invited by the government, including in particular Alicia Alomso,

Antonic Wuniez Jiménez and Roberto Fernénder Retamar, the writer Miguel Barnet
gtated that one of the Revolution's greatest achievements had been the
incorporation of broad segments of society into cultural life. He said that
the efforts in the eultural £ield had resulted in an increase in the annual
volume of books and booklets published and a growth in newspaper and magazine
ceirculation, as wel]l asg the construetion of new publie libraries, museums,
theatres and eultural and musical centres. He affirmed that all this had
enabled the entire population to have sccess to culture. Jose Antonic
Portuondao, too, said that all this #mild not have been possible without the
literacy campaign of the early 19602, which had created conditions pernitting
thoze who had not previcusly been able Lo participste in cultural life te do
so. He stated that, it was precisely because it was acknowledged in €uka that
culture and the Rewvolution were intimately 1inked, that they sopported the
proclaomation made in 1961 by the President of the Council of State and
subscribed to by the intellectuals and srtists, that in Cuba there was
absolute freedom of expression, with no limit other than the Bevoluticn
itself, that ip within the Revolution everything, against the Bevolution
nothing .

149, Below ic 8 compaerative table sent to the group by the Govermment of Cuba
which illustrates the changes that have occcurred in the cultural fleld during
the last 30 years., 35/
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SUBJECT 1958 1987
CULTURE AND THE ARTS
Books published {(volumas) 12 223 0041} 3y B30 200
Booklats publiched (volumes) 19 993 500(2) 37 830 200
Magazines published (volumes) ¥ 11003 45 B27
Total newspaper circulation 332 100043 392 000
Films producad 60(5) 113
Cinemas for 35-mm films 545 535
Cinemas for 16-mm £ilms 206 905
Fublie libraries 27{2)} 328
Museums 133} 231
Theatres 10(2) 17
Auditaciuns 29{2) 2s
Cultural centres 33(&) 249
Poetry centres 1D{e) 30
Art gallecies a(2) 162

(1> 19582

(23 1943

(3} 1954

{4) 1970

£3) 1960

(6 1975

150. In a document handed to the gronp the Guban Committea For Human Rights
maintains that in 1977 many persons werse excluded from the Union of Writters
and Artists of Cuba after the Union decided to change the membership cavds of
its members. The Committee adds that the stablished limiks to freedom of
exprassion were drawn by the President of the Council of State wheti he
affirmed "with the Revolution everything, against the Revolotion nothing™.

The Committes states that this declaration i reflected in the Constitution
which, in article 38 (d)} sets out the Liberty of artistic reation, o the
extend that such actistic activity is not contrary to the Revolution (see also
para. L11 and 115, Chapter LLL).

151. The writer HMiguel Barnet alseo referred to the contribuktion of Govecnment
policy to the developwment of Cuban popular culture. Regacding the Writers®
aryd Artisis* Union, he stated that its members professed various religious
faiths and belonged to a wide range of aesthetic schools, and not a single one
ezpoused socialist vealizsm. The Union included orthodox Marxists and
Libatrals, as well as Cathelles and persons practising the “santecisa cubana"
eult, an Afro-Ghristian syneretism. He pointed out that not all menbecs of
the Union were Communist Party activists, although all supported the Cuban
Bevolutlon., Ambrosio Fornet, whe haz responsibility for the Undon's editorial
policy, stated that the Editorial Beard wazs composed of 12 members
representing various branches of artistic and literary activity. Afker
explaining the procedurs followed for publicatlon, he sald that the
ideological orlientation of a literary work was not a factor taken into accounl
in deciding whether to publish, although he mentioned that some restrictions
did exist - for example, the Union preferred not to publish a work which
presented a partial or distorted view of the Revalution. He remarked that
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there was currently no adninistrative censorship whatever in Cuba now that the
gituation exicting during the previous decode, when some officials had not
known how to propecly interpret the scope of freedom of exprasssion, had been
resolved. Abel Prieto, President of the Weiters' and Artists' Union, stated
that there had been no cases of Union menbers being expelled bhut merely some
instances of individusls being excluded for breaching profeszional ethical
principles, oither by engoging in plagiarism or artistic mercensrcism or
leaving the coumbicy and bhetraying the Bevolution., Lastly, Alicia Alonso the
wor'ld famous ballarina said that, as far as music and danciog were concerned,
there had never been such intensive individual or group exchanges with the
outside world as at the presenkt day.

152. Following its meeting with intellectuals and artists which took place in
the restaurant “Las Puinas™, the group watched a folkloric and musical
performance, reflecting the several influences at the base of Cuban culture in
particular, tihe Afcican, indigencus and BEuropean, specially Spanish. Undec
the guidance of the historian Mr. Busebio Leal the group alsc visited the old
city of Havana and the Capitania Gemeral today converted intc a museum, and
recognized by UNESCO as a part of the World Heritape Propramme, where sewveral
aobjects of Cuban cultural heritage are exhibited.
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Chapter ¥
FIHAL SOMSIDERATLONS

153. The group appointed ko carcy out the mizsion confirmed by the Commiseion
on Human Bights decision 1982/104 wishes to record its appreciation of tha
co—oppetration provided by the Government and people of Cuba in tha discharge of
its mandate and for the facilitiaz that were made available to it For ite
activities in Guba.

154. The group ig also grateful for the efficient and dedicated asgsistance
provided to it by the Seeretariat, under the leadership of tha Secretary
General and the Under-Secretary-General for Human Rights, despite the
inpufficiency of the resources at itz disposal.

155. The spirit of intetnational co-operation whieh let to decicion 1988/106,
based on the invitation extended by the Government of Cuba, which persisted
and characterized the trelationship between the group and the Cuban
authorities, unabled a consensus to be pregerved for the presontation of this
report. The group believes that this spirit of international co-operation
ghould, in all po=zible ¢ircumstances, be maintained and strengthened.
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Motes
1/ 1srael Lépez Toledo is the author of the Letber®.
2/ Jeslc Pedro Acosta Moralesk,

3/ The testimonies of these cases are available for consultation in the
soceretoriat’zs files,

4/ The "plantades” {long--term pelitical priscnars} ace distinguished by
their refusal to take part ih rvehsbilitation programmes and to obey certain
prison rules. The "historical plantadesz” have been refusing, since the late
196035, to wear the clothing they are given in Cuban prisons. The "new
plantados” have the same characteristics as the "historical™ ones, except fhat
they wear prison clothing. The names of the long-term pelitical prisoners
interviewed by the group are! Ernesto Diay Rodriguez, Luis Zhhiga Rey, Luis
Avgiiellez Garcido, Guillerme Geracdo Quinters Yaldés, Roberto Capelro Ledn,
Jacinte Ferndndez, Bamdn Enrique Herndndezr Parg, and Rafael de Jesls Wafiez
Cuegta. The tame of the ordinary prisoner interviewed by the group is: Billy
Sénchez Bodriguez.

5/ The group of %% long-term poelibical prisonecs tranamitted Lo the
group a document which is referced to in a later paragraph.

&/ Alfredo Mustalier Wuevo and Jogsé W. Chiong Pérazk,
1/ Félix Villar Sidedn and Luacie Lino Alonso B- -1

a/ Domingo Garcia Jiménez, Welszon Murphy Diaz and Gustavo Rodriguee
Hentiquez*,

4/ Pedro Teotino Leonard Cabrerak.

10/ According Lo the Cuban Governmenkt, counter-revolutionary prisoners
are those sentenced for offences against the gecurity of the State,

11/ Communication addressed to the group by the Minister of the Imterior
on 14 Wovember 1988. Available feor comsultation in the secretariat.

12/ $ee Chapter I, para. 26,

13/ The documwnt 1% entitled “Freadom of movement in Cuba, prepared for
the Cuban Committee for Human Bights by Josefina Gonziéles Rosguet, Hubert
Pérez Marine, Maric Santisteban Lipez and Sebastian Arcos Bergnes*.

14/ The document is entitled "Thﬂlc~3 Syudrome”, preparved Eor the Guban
Committee for Human Rights by Mr. Samuel Martinez Lara, Chairman of the
Committee's Sub-Committee on Freedom of Movement*.

15/ Enrique and Eduardo Pérez Mir and Worma Hinovo Abeledo*,

16/ Abel Diaz Blanco, whose testimony®.

11/ Higuel Charles Porcel HenrigquezX.
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1B/ Eamona Pérez HMéndez™.

19/ Hilda Garcia Bodriguez®.

20/ Gliceria Morales Tarafa*.

21/ Eloy Jesds Anaya Madrigal and Blas Anaya Figuerca¥.

Ih:l
2
-,

Osmara Borrero OperoX.

s
S,

Samiel Martinez Lara*.

L]
=
~

Bubén Hoyn Buiz.

[o=

5/ Guillerme Quintere Pupo*.

26/ See, in the annex, section 1 of the ceport of the WNew York Bar
Aszzociation.

27/ FPabla Llabre Raurell, Chief of the Legal Section of the Cuban
Conmittee for Human Rightg*.

28/ Rogelio Favio Huctade Rodriguez*.

29/ Arturo Garcia Rebollar*®,

30/ Omar Aguero Garcia*.

31/ This table has been prepared on tha bagis of statistical information
concerning Guban economic indlcators sent to the group by the Permanent
Representative of Cuba ta the United Wations Office at Geneva on
19 August 1988. The complete text, in Spanish, iz available in the
Secretariat's files.

32/ sStatements by the witnesses José A, Garcia Herndndez and Dr. Omar
del Pozo, Chairman of the Medical Committee of the Guban Human Rights
Committes*.

33/ Cf. note 31 above.

34/ HRoberto Jesis Pagdn Diaz and Leonardo Leonel Bubio Montalvo*.

L

5/ Cf. note 31 ahove.



Annex I

NOTE BY THE SECRETARIAT. MEETING BETWEEN AMBASSADOR ALIOUNE SENE
AND MR. RAUL ROA KOURE, DEPUTY MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF
CUBA. GENEVA, 4 JULY 1988

Prasanta:
Mr. Raul Roa Kouri

fmbassadar 4. 3ene
Hr. John Pace

1. Approval of the dates and composition af the Group

Mr. foa Kouri conveysd to Ambassador Sene the Cuban Goverrment's appraval ra:
{a) the dates of the mission's wislt to Cubs: 18 to 24 September 1988,

(b} the composition of the delegatian.

2. Cuba'a informal proposals Ffor the Group's programme in Cubs

fa} Mr. Roz Kouri suggesied numerous persons, institutions and
argantzations the Group might wish to meet with and/or visit; thase are
listed below, Mr, Roa Kourl stressed that the Group Fesl free to nomipate and
choose other individuals, personalities and places it may wiszh to mest with
and/for visit,
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Individuals: Minister of Foraign Affairs
Minister of Interior
Minister of Justice
Rttorney Generzl, Presidunt Supremg Trikunal/Pegpla's Court
Director, Office of Fiszcal Gancral
Director of Prisans

Chief of Stats Security

Institutions: Maticnal Assembly (Fouvoir Populaire)

- Educational {schools, creches)
Health {hospitals}

Prizons {eg Combinado del Este, Boniato, Womans)

Organizations : Communiszt Party
Youth

Women

fb} Mr. Roa Kouri suggested that the arrangenznts include meetings,

dinrnzrs and lunches Lhat might include a numker of

paoplaforganizations/represantatives at the same time.

{c] Mr, Roa Kouri suggasted that the Group splits up and spas diffoarent

parts of the country, ey the interior, the Orlente province, Santiago de
Cuba. ..

fd} Mr. Roa Kouri enguired about the Group's intentions in relation to
the press, og, would & press conference at the and of the mission be

anticipated 7

3. The responge of Ambassador Sene

{a} fAmbassador Sene conveyed the Commissien’s thanks and appreciation to

Mr. Bsa Kauri for the invitation and coaperaticn of the Government of Cuba.
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{b} nfnbassador Sens noted that the Group's preparatory meating was
scheduled for 25 to 28 July 1988 and mentioned generally some of the matters
under consideration, including the electoral system and certain basic Freedoms
(such as the right to leave and to return to Cuba). Mention was 5150 made af
tha co-gperation thus far achieygd in ralation to the Imtaernational Committae

of the Red Crozs, Amnesty Imternaticnal amd Cardinal O'Connor,

{c} Brief reference was made concerning the mission's logistical

arrarmgements .,

¥ July 1OfR
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INTERNATIONAL TNSTRUMENTS CONCERNIHG HUMAM RIGHTS
WHICH HAVE BEEN RATIFIED BY CUBA

(42 at 1 March 1982}

Oata of
Instrument Title Ratification {R)/

Accessien (A)

- Interpationi]l Convention on The Elimination of All 15 Fabruary 1972
Farm: of Raclal Discrimimation......... e {®#) Reservation ro
Art, 22
- International Convention on the Suppression and L Fehruary 1977 (A}
Punizhment of the Crima of Apartheid...............
- Convention on the Elimination of All Forma of 17 July l9s0
of Discrimination against Woman. . ... ... .......... (R} Reservation ra
Art. 29
- Convention on tha Prevention and Punishment of 4 March 1953
the Crine of Genocide. ... ... . ..... Db e wme e
- Convention on the Non—Applicability of Statutory L1 Septembar 1972

Limitations to War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity, (A) and DReclaratian

~  Slavery Conuention 1926., ... . ... ... v urrrrrnnnnns & July 1931 {#)



Instrument Title

1963 Protecol amarding the 1226 Convention.........
Supplementary Cornvention on the Aboliticn of
S5lavery, the Slave Trada, and Institutions and

Practices Similar fo 13 S

Convention for tha Suppression of the Traffic in
Parzons amd of the Exploitation of the Prostitution
af Gthers. .. .. e e

Convention on the Naticnality of Married Women.....
Convantion on the Polltical Rights of Womun........

Convention on Consent to Marriage, Minloum Age

For Marriange and Reglstration of Marriages.........

Ratification {R)/
Accesaion {A)

28 Jume 1954 (Sign.)

21 #August 1953 (A}

4 Saptembar 1952 (A)
5 Decenber 1957 {(R)

8 April 1954 (R)

20 August 1965 (R}
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LIST OF DOCOMENTS FROM NON-GOVERNMEWTAL CRGANIZATIONS RECEIVED BY

TRE GROUP AND SEHT TO THE GOVERNMENT OF CUBA FOR COMMENT AND LIST

OF PERSONE PARTICULARS OF WHOSE CASES WERE COMMUNICATED TO THE
CUBAN AUTHORITIES 0O 29 aAUGUST 1588

Decisten axpelling a medical student Erom tha University of Havaha.
The stodent's reccrd £ile from the Mindistry of Edocation.

"In Cuban Prisons™, an article that appeared in The New Yocrk Review of Books
on 30 June 1788,

Praliminary remork for the 1983 meating of the United Hations Commission on
Human Rights, by Ricarde Bofill Pagés,
Form for opinion gathering,

Tha sitpation ofF homan rights in Cuba - Seveanth cepart, puttlished by the
Qrganizacion of american States.

La vimlacidn de los Decechos Homanos en Cuba:  fna pecspectiva vivencial®

(The violation of hwuman cights in Cuba: an experieptial perspectivel, by

Juan M. Clark, preliminacy version, February 1955,

Amnesty International, Cupa - Political jmprisonment - an update,

Januacy 1988,

Himan Rights in Cuba: Report of a Delegation of the Association of the Bar aof
the City of Hew YoOrk.

Lizt of individval cases gent to the Cuban astharities on 29 Augus: 1985:



PARTS A, OERERON MOMOZ
NAMUEL 7€ JESUS SANCHET
FARNCIECD . SURSET BAEART
ALFREDD MUSTELIZR

REFREDD ALEERTO SUSTELIER
RCLANDD CORDERE

ARMRND ACOSTA

D[EGD BARCTA

AHBEL [RTEEA

HAMUEL DEL VALLE CARAEL
JOSE & SINEOMESE SAHCHER
EUTLLERKD CATASLS

TR SR LSIRET WRLERG,
ERHESTD B[AI RRORISGEZ
BUILLERMY RivRE PERTAS
ARTONGG PEATOT SOE:
AN1BM. MYSTEL AER BARREER
ALEZRTC JARE RADACH

JBSE M BOMIALED DEL PIHD
CESAR NICOLAS NECBLAADET KOPERD
EXRIDYE COSTA VAJGUEI
JI5E ¥ TARCO EOMED

SAMGEL TAJERA MWILEAM

AXA NGRIH FERMENDEL BRELC LA
HARIA RE LOG ANGELES DE:N

SERGI0 REUELA WANED

PEERG F. SENTMED NARAWJO
ERALETD A. LECUSAY WARGAS

HARUEE MOZR ARMAS

BANTIAEE YEZA

HUEE ANEEL FALEON COLOMER

FICARDD #THO

TENDORD B, ETHEVERRTA FUERTES

ESTERAN SHCR

FARLISE W TAULER

FEIRD CTAI TORRES
NUSAELA

BARCEL HARTIHED WARTINEZ
CARLDS ALEERTO EQHCOM
HEPMINIA BRITG

PdSH READENA BE E4TH
PARLD LLARRE

PEYRD AAEAS PEREE

FAHUEL ELTRAMIL

CASTHIRD 2 PEMD CEPERO
YOUAHDA JTIMENET VALENTE
EATURMISD SOREES
EPIFAMIO MARTEN MARTIH

GREEERIS . PALMIRA
2pl WALLES
BAUL ¥ LETUYIMA YALSES

FASTORS HIRMANDII QF PRESN
M FREDT EONZALE?

FESUS BERIFFIAES

JUAY FERMANDE!

RYLDS TAMOSA

PEDSD | HILLABER

RKENZ S CRABYERA MEMOE?
ALEJANDRA FERKANDE?
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Annax IV

TEXT OF THE PRESS RELEA3SE ANNOUNCING THE VISIT OF THE GROUP TO
ClUBA, DELIVERED T THE FERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF CUBA AT
GENEYA OM 4 AUSUST 1988, FOR DISSEMINATION MO EARLIER THAW

14 AUSLST 1988

The Commissicn on Human Rights of the United Naviens, at itz forty-fourth
seseion adopted deciszien 198851086 which raads as follows:

"t its 56th meeting, on 10 March 1988, having regard fo the
invitation ¢f the Savernment of Cubs, the Commission on Human Rights
decided, without a vote, (&) to accept the invitation that the Chairman
and five membars of the Commission, appointed following regional
consultations, should vislt Cuba in order to cbserve the human rights
situation; (k) that the Chairman of the Commission, togethar with the five
other members of the mission, should prupare a report to be submitted for
consideration by tha Commission, which woyld dacide onm the manner in which
the repsrt was to be examipnsd "

The group of the Commission, urder the chairmanship of Ambassadoer Alioune

Bene, Chairman of the Commission on Human Rights is composed by

Bulgaria Mr. T. Dichev
Coleombisg Mr. E. Rivas Posada
Iralund Mr. M.7. Lillis
Nigeris Mrs J.5. Atlah

Philippines Mr. 1.0, Irngles
will travel te Cuba Ffrom 1% to 25 sqptanbeor 1908,

Individuals or crganizations wishing to present informatiom ar to mest
with the group are irvited to address themselves to the Secretariat of the
group throuoh UNMDP, tel. 22-2513, 22-2514 and 22-2515, up to 10 Zeptember 1580



Annex ¥

HOTE BY THE SECRETARIAT. MEETING OF THE GROUP WITH THE PERMAMNEKRT
REPFESENTATIVE OF CUBA AT GENEYA ON 28 JULY 1388

Ar ir2 sixth meating, held on 28 July 1988, at 4 p.m., Ehe group received
the ambassador of Cuba, Mr. Lechuga, accompanied by the First Secretacy of the
Fermanent Miszion of Cuba, Mr. Humberto Rivero Rosario.

The Chaifman drev the Ambazsador's attentieon to the consensus reached in
tha Commission on the adoption of decision 19887106, emphasized the spirlt of
co~pperation shown by the Government of Coka, and Informed the Ambzzeador that
the gqroup had adopted certaln decisions in that spirit of congensus. The
group had for instance, agreed on a Araft programme For its Forthooming wisit
to Cuba, whereby it would acrive in Hevana on Priday, 16 September 1538 at
2,30 g.m, and would leave on the night of 25 September 1988, On the afterpoomn
of 16 September, the group would like first of all to pay a courtesy call on
the Minister for Forelgn Affairs, Saturday, the 17th, could be devoted to
internal meetings of the geoup or ko & visit organizaed by the Government
sutside Havana, to enakle the group toe ohserve the enioyment of human rights
by tha Cuban people in 1ts averyday enviconment, The group al=a planned
ancther excursion outside Havana,

gtarting on Monday. the group will call on Cuban persconalities and
autharities (in the mornings) and in the aftepnoons ic will wisir
ihstitutions, various organdizations, schools, hospitals and <linlcs.

With regard to the Cuban authorlties, the group would like to mest bthe
Mirnisters of Justica, the Inkerior, Defeance, Bducation, Health, Housing and
authorities respongibles for legal inatitutions and peisons; the Government
Attorney: the Prezident and Members of the Supreme Court; the mijitary
courts; Members of the Council of State and Council of Ministers; persons
rezponsible for popular participabion, krade union matters, the media,
celigion, emigration, Party officials, newspaper editors and radio and TV
producers,

The group would also like to visit a Commitkee for the Defence of
Reyolution, the President of People's Power in a provinge, a church leader,
Cathslic or other, a market; the Wational Union ©f Cuban Jurizta andg
anivarsities) %trade union a%scciations and associations of small farmers; a
national youth organizationy persons responsible for idaology and vigilanoe:
the Epizcopal Conference of the Cactholic Church; rceligious leaders of ciher

confessions; philogophical and other erganizationsy; arkists,



non-governmental organizations concetned with human cights., The group also
planned to hold meetings with private individuals, The representative of a
reqional group expresssd misgivings concerning the perscons who might be able
tc meat the group., The Chairman recalled that Deputy-Minister Roa had assured
him thak the group would enjoy complete freedom in working ocut its programme,
and the full co-opecation of the Government. The group sxpressed tho
uananimous desire to talk to the persons chosen by it, without adverss
consequense s for thasse peErsons.

The group a2iso decided to provide the Governmenk with 3ocuments received
by it or by some of its members, without any abligation on its part, on the
undersztanding that only the Cuban avthorities are able to shad light on and
respond to the jnformation complled in these decument=. The Chairman also
peceived individosl petitione which he trapsmitted o the Ambassador, who took
a very sympathetic atkitude. Some of these cases have even baen resolved.
Rlso, many of the documentks and individual cases received have heesn resoalvedr
tha Group should therefore be informed OF how matters stood. Only the Cuban
authorities will be able to give khe group the relevant information on thase
problems and to make appropriate commenkts, If possible, befare it travels to
Havana.

The group will also transmit to the Government guestions raised by some
of its members on constitutional and lege)l aspects related to the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, which Is of affirmative valoe but has a certain
moral force, as well a= on specific international instruments signed and
ratified by the Covernment,

Ambagsador Lechuga considered the programme zubmitted by the Chairman to

be comprehansive, in line with the offer made by the CGovermnment, purzuing a
rolicy of complete openness on lLe park concerning the possibilloy of the
group visiting any locality whatever in the island and wilsitlng any person
whostever, whether or not he may Belong e the Government.

Ceputy~Minister Roa reiterabted these remarks to the Chairman,.

With teqard to the guarantees that thers would be no reprisals against
those psrsons who see the Qroup, the ambassador said that he preferyrad nob to
hawe ke answer, &since he believes that it shows a lack of knowledge of Cuba
apd history of the Cuban revelution. He repsated that the geoup may see
anyone, since it is ineonceivable that the Sovernment might rake any kind of

rapriszl. In any event, the Government will note the geowp's conssern.



Ambassador Lechuga also repeated that the Governmant would allow Ehe

group to viziv any prisons it may wish te see, Concernlng the cases which the
group intends to Eransmit to the Sovernment, Ambassador Lechuga stated that he
will transmit them to his Govermnment immedfately, in the way he did with the
cases previovusly handed over by the Chairman in his capacity as Chzirman of
the Commission on Homan Right=, since, in accordance with decision 15887106,
the group is not congerned with these cases. Finally, he announced thak, on
thakt day, he had sent 14 replies on various cases to kthe Cantre for Human
Rights. All the persong teferred te in them, with the eXxseptlon of one or
twa, were free, mome {n Cuba apd others in the United States,

The Chaitrman thanked Ambazsador Lechuga for his statement, and for the
guaranteess given by him, fe alsc thanked him for replyling 50 promptly to the
cases already submitted to the Government; thiz will be helpful {m updating
the informatien in the groep's possession. The Chairman repeated that, in his
capacity as Chaipman of the Commission, he will transmit the relevant
documents, in the mannet desiced by the gronp, on kEhe basis of mukeal
anderstanding, and on the understanding that the replies may be svailabla
before the group travels to Cuba,

Mr. RHavas Posada reaffirmed the spirit of co-operatlon and conssnsus

which has characterized the group's deliberations. He also undepsgored the
gquarantess to anable the group o make contacst wikh the widest possible
variety of individualz and groups and to assure them that they may exefrcise a
citizen's right in complete frecdom. He alse sald that it was materially
impassible for the group te cover all agpects of the wisit; conseguently
recourse will have to be made to a selection of ackivikies, depending on kthe
wishes of the group and on the possibilities of Aassistance from the
authoritcies in order to carry cut this progranme of activities.

Mr. Lillis indicaked his gratitedes to Ambassador Lechuga for prowviding
him with all the information which he had so fac¢ reguested in his gcapacity as
a member of the groop, He also appreciated the Ambassador's willingness ko
infarm him about a situatien which was new ke him, He al=o axpressed the wish
that cthe visit by the group might take place in an atmospheres of openness and
dialogue with all the parties concerned, with the group striving for maximam
teansparency in cacrying out its mission. The group shtwld therefore make bthe
decumentatlon it had recsived avallable to the autherities, who would thus

hawve an oppartuniky of assisting the greeup in its deliberations hefore it left



for Cuba. What waa involved was npot an gbligation on the part of the Cuban
authorities to reply but rather an invitation to commant on the matters
indisated, in an exercise which Seems dssful for bokh parties.

Mrs, Attah told Ambasgador Lechuga that the group will visit Cuba in a
gpirit of complete cbjectivity, spending the geeabtey part of its tipe in
obaerving everyday life in Cuba, as well as meeting the people with whom the
qroup wishes to talk.

Mr. Dichav draw attention to the fack that the material from Cuba is
ingufficient and that khe group therefore needs more infocmatian ia this
regard, mither in the form of report=, books or statistics., He al=o indicated
the qeoup's wish to rezolve thiz guastion in a4 context of co-operation.

Mr. Ingles asscoiated himself with the consensos within the group and
walcomad the group's good ralatione with bhe Govearnment, Ehecudgh
Ambassador Lechuga.

In cenclusion, Ambazsador fechyga expressed his appreclation of -the
group’s recoguition of his Sovernment's offar of go-operaticon and reatfirmed
its spicie of so—operation. He also requested guidapce Erom the group on the
Eind of additional information it wishes to receive. With tegard to the
docuwents, he indicated that theair submiasion to the Government makes for
smanther relations between kthe group and the Government. His Government had
objected in the past to cerktain complaints since {t did not consider that they
fell within the group's mandate. It took the view that questions aof
conpetense lay with the Chairman of the Commission on Human Rights, on a2

humanitarian basis, It also wanted the grouwp to visit the Tsla de La Juventud.

§a



Annex VI

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE YISIT OF THE GROUP TO CUBA PUBLISHMED IN THE
FERIODICAL GRANMA ON 27 AUGUST 1988

*The Deputy Minizter for Forelgn Affaics, Rail Roa Kouri, has
informed the AIM that, following upon the invitation 1lssued to the
Commission on Huoman Rights, by the Government of Cuba, a group of the azid
Commission congi=ting of the Pres=ident and five members of cthe Commission,
appointed after regional consultations, will visit our country in September
next.,

The object of the said group, according to the ilnvitation by the
Government of Cuba, i5 to observe the human-rights situatlon in Cuba and
prepare & repart bo be brought bto tha attention of the Commi=sion, whish will
than decidé on the mannar in which the repert 1ls to be considered,

The groun of the Commission will be chaired by Mr, Alicune Sene,
Ambassador ¢f Benegal - the cutcent Prasident oF the Commission on
Human Rights - the other menmbers of the geoup being: Mr. T. Ditchaev,
Ambascader of Bulgarim; Mr. R. Hivas Posada, Ambassador of Colombia,

#r. J. D. Inglés, Under-Secretary of State of the Philippines;

Mr, M. J, Lilli=, Ambassador of Ireland and Ms. J. 5. Attah, Ambassador of
Higeria. The group intepds to visit Cuba from 15 ko 25 September 1988, The
UNDF office in Havana, as cepresenting the United Nations aystem in Cuba, Will
receive tmlaphone messages, requesting interviews or supplying information on
telephons numbers 22-2%14 angd 22-32515, until 10 September 1983,

uring iks stay, therdelega;inn of the Comnisgion on Human Rights will
hald talks with government minlsters, with reprasentatives of the peopla's
power and of political apd mass organization=, with p:ifate individual=s and
with perscnalities in the fcountry’™s political, social, religicus and gultural
life, and will visit ¥arious Institotions In the ¢apital and other parks of

the country. "
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Martin
Ealeal

Santa Irabel
Batuwl
Lleana
Hercades
Herbarts
Eladle Aguslin
Eloy Tasds
Fihlo Roberto
Pélix

Juan Climace
Jorga
Robercte
Jarga

Laonel
Guillermlne
Frank
Armanda
Guskave
Baheatidn
Seheatidn
Mercedas 3onie
Maris Elana
Angel Bogue
Carlas E.
Clpa

Hanual
Alejandreo
Tictur
Angéla

Nowl
Crlande
Ralnalde
Avoalde
Gricel

Erlk

Apdrés

TomAn
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ALVAREZ

ALVARET

ALTARE? COMPTA
ALVAREZ GARCIA
ALTARET GONZIALEI
ALVAREY LUIES
MLYAREZ HARTINEZ
ALTAREZ HIRANDA
ALVAREL PEIREL
ALVARET ROLLOH
ALVAREY SALAZAR
ALZEMORA ALTAREX
ALZUGARAY

AHATHY

AHALOE BANIREZ
AMENOT FOORIGIEL
AHUR HOBETOH
ANAYA FIGUEREDO
ANAYA MahgTGal
ANELLE

AKGARICA DWERAS
ANGUED YALOES
ANSORENA HENEMDEZ
ANTORIC E IZQUIERDA
AMEZOEENA HENENWDEZ
ARASONES CARCTA
ARANCIEIA CASTILLA
ARANGUEL HAIRAM
AEATA CARSIA
ARCDS BERGNES l
ARCOS BERGNES
ARCOS CAZARON
ARENKL LIHARES
ARGUELLES

ARIAS

ARIAS ACOSTA
ARIAE E.

AEIAS HOMTANG
ARIAE HONTSERRAT
AEHENTERLS DIAL
ARMENTEROS LAZO
ARONZARENA
ARRASCARTA DOMINGHEZ
ARREDONDD

ARRDTR HORGADG
AETEAGA COMEC
ARTEAGA GOMZALET
ARZOLA OTARD
ASPILLAGL TOMBARD
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i
f )
[ | i | | [ | | i I - |
Danlal | ASPILLAGA LOWBAKD I - | «] 5} 4 | i { | 11 |
Kilsgros | AULET ROSABAL | i | | i [ i 21 I |
Aguatin Talerlnao i AVALD PEREZ | 1 | | | & ; | | ; |
Lidia | A¥ILA I 0 | &1 I i ] o2 | i
Ida Clara | AYALA LAGUAEDIA | | |+t ] | %1 i | |
Adelfs | BAE? VELASCO I | - | | i | 111 |
Eoherco | BAHAMONDE I i | | 1 & Fl o8 % | 11 |
Jusn du Dloa | BAHAHONDE TRASANCOS | | | | } i 12 | |
crlaglon dzalls | BALLESTER CINTAS | [ | | i i ! I | |
Armanda | BALMACEDA | | | | I & f I % i i
Iliana | BAHBAS CAMPOS I ! | | i ] | | f i
Eluns | BAROS CARERAS | I | 4| 1 | | { I |
Josk Luis | BARAGA FANTA CRUZ | 1 [ | } | | | ]
Ilsans Elena | BAEEA CANFOS | | | | | f | | I |
Hargarica | BARBARICHE GARCTA | ! |+ i i | I I I
Blelan i BARCELD MELENG | | |« | | | | | |
Rond Actura | BARREDG POZO | ! | 1 51 | | | | |
Hariwalls | BARRERAS NANIREZ ! [ 1 & | | | I | |
Alds Aroaldo 1 PARZEBAZ ROMERO 1 | ! | | | I | | I
Rund Arturc | BARZEED POSO0 1 | | | | | | | | |
Falicia | BARRTOS CAMALLERI | | I+ | | | I | | I
Macis Justine { BAREIOS LLANES i | |+ 1 | | | | | |
Eafael Antonko | BARRIOS BODRICLET | | | | | [ | | | |
Iersza | BARKOSD | | [ 4 | | } | | |
Targea Lucils | BARKOSD LOPEZ | | [ ] | | &} | ! !
Jaaids : | BARROSO FEREZ ] | | 4 I I | i i f
Guillarms [ PASQUES VARDIVIA I | 1 &1 | [ | [ | [
Cacloa | BASTON CHILS | I | | | | | | I [
Osvaldn | BATISTA GOMEMLEZ | | | #1 | | | | i f
Baniel Adcidn | BATLLE PALMERD | ! | i + 1 | | i | | I
Maria Elénd | BAYO GOWNIALEZ [ t | | | i [ | i I
Abalscdo | BAZA MORALES t | (N | | | | | |
Jord Redl | BECEBEA ECDRIGHEZ | | | ! | | | | | I
Padro Andréa | BEHETY GONZALEZ | | | 1 | I | | i |
Luis | BEIRD ALVAGEZ | [ | | | | | | i 1n !
Feliclta | BELEN | I [ 4| i [ i | I I
Jestis Eamén | BELLECHASEE JIKENEZ | | [ & ! | { | | |
Mar(e Luiva | BELLO CAPPOUTO I ] P4 I | | ! I |
Hamber s | BELLD LAFFITA | i boa | | | ] | | |
Pedro Jemax | AEHAYIDES | I o4 | | ] [ I |
Felipe | BENITEZ | I | ] i | | | ] I
Ramén | BENITEZ B. | | i 41 s | | | | | |
Carles Mehuwl | BEHITEZ 50354 | I | %1 ! | ] | | |
Hdctor Radl | BERBECIA ARTAZ | [ | &1 | I | | |
Adndces Adellns | BERHUREZ APARIGCIO | | | &4 | | I | i |
Fidel | RERMUDEL SOLIS I | 1 &1 5] | [ | i |
Dolorga Cirlla | BERMUDEI VALTES | | { &1 | | { ] 1 |
Padro J, | BEROVIDES | L | & l ] | ] | ]
Holaon | BERTO | i 4 ! | 8] | I |
| | 1 | 1 f 1 | | f |
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Luis Anselma
Hazis

Pedroo

Juan

Josd Manuel
Fadro

Aguacin
Higdalia
Amador

Lecnal

Josdk Antonlo
Ana Maris
Rlgoberba
Clara Hargarcita
Regine Acmanda
Hapcey

Eduardo
Cawelde

Carlcoca H.
Maribal

Gamar

Sall

Padro

Alfreda H.
Migusl Angel
LETATTY

Elana

Andrée Avaline
Victeor Franclseo
Luix Mariane
Marin Luisa
Fable

Leonardo
Carmaloe
Ricarde
Alvacta

Lézare

David
Gulllarmina
Qresten

Nare

Julie

Ivdn

Bend H.

Fellpe da Jesaz
Joeguin

Lézara Alberta
Regelln
Franclaco Roblca
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BESTARD HAWZANWD
BRETANCOURT
BETANCOURT COLLAZO
SETAMCOURT HORETON
SETANCOURT FANCHEZ
BETANCOURT VILCHEE
AIALT RODRIGUEZ
BLANGD GONIALEZ
BLANCO HERNANDEZ
BLANCO PERA

BLANCO VARELA
BLAZQUEZ RUIZ
BOCALLAS LASIOHDG
BOHE RUIZ

BOLAAOS CUNHEL
BOLUMEN CABALLERD
ROMEL

BOHES GOMEZ

BORRAS ACOSTA
BORREGD

BGERERDQ OTERD
BOSCH MARRERO
BLECH EOJO

BOTET JIMENEZ
BOVER ESCOBAR

BEEA
BRET
BRITOQ
BRITD
BRITO

DE LA FAZ
FLORIT
EODRIGUEZ 1
BRITD TORRES
BEOWN EBOHAVARETA
BRUZON AVILA
RULIT

BULNES SIERHA
BISTAMANTE
RUSTILLO SANCHEZ
CABALLERD
CABALLERD CAERERA
CABALLERO FRUWTELA
CABALLEERD GAHDARA
CABALLERD YWEGA
CABAS NIREZ
CABARAS PERDOMO
CABOS BEWAYENTIE
CABFA LEAL
CABRALES BARRERQ
CABEEEA

CABREERA
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Pulee Maria
Juomala
Carkoy
Herio
Josaln
Lulg E.
fendalie

Braulls Peclqckts

Nurelda

Graste

Eadwuinda
Braulie

Lizero Angel
Angal

Eather
Nacrcedas
Jullin

Anla

Macin

Joa#h Famin
Carmsls

Curles

Juana BEora

Fa

Francisce
Ieldra

Bolands Fallx
Cerloas AlbwrCo
Eva Andrcan
Anconio

Padee Juliow
Hortendia
Jorge

Clara

Arwli

ch.

Lydle Safia
Illana

Fldel

Abrakam

Jorge Hiximo
Jeads Harla
Balasl
Antanla Asustin
Antanlo Bugenia
Lirlds Librado
Bafwel Eolando
Eatela

Lizars M.

CABRERA

CAREERA

CABEERA

CARRERA AGHIT.AR
CADRERA GARCIA

CADRERA GONIALEL
CARRERA GONZALEL
CABEEFA GONZALEZ

CABRERA LEON

CARRERA LOUREXRO

CAREERA O30ORID
CARREES PEREIRA
CaBRERA PUENIES

CARREFRA QUTROHEZ
CABRISSES GUTIIERREZ

CADAZO ABREU
CATRC LECH

CALDERIN HERRERA

CALDEEON
CALDERON ARCIA

CALLEJA MARTINEZ
CALLEJAS MOURELLE

CALYG

CALIADILLL PEREZ

CAMARD 3.
CAMEJQ

CAMEJO LEACES
CANEJO SERRAND
CANERD HARGUEEZ
CAMPOHERMOSO -
CAMPS VEGERAND
CAHN

CANMASZANA
CAMAZANA HOEEWOQ

CANDABA DE GAMAC

CAKIA

CANTAYA WEDIHA
CANTERD ROLDAN
CANIUN HARTIMEZ

CAPISTRANG CALZCGYA
CARLBALLD VASQUER

CARBALLEDA
CARBONELL
CARBONELL REYES

CARCASZES JINENEL

CARDISG ARANGO
CAENERON CHUEE

CAEMONA YILDOSTEGUT
CARPIC RODRIGUEZ
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Mario

CHANEZ DE ARMAR

]
“ " sbLsil g 60 MAEGATIONS® ALLEGATIONG™ JAABAEKREs ALEGACIOMESS
| | | 1 | | | | | | | f | !
Emille | CARRACEDO | | [ } | | | I I %1 1 | |
Tamacs | CaRRASCO DTAZ | | _ I | 51 | | | I _ | ] 13
Yacqueline | CARBATALA CHAVIAZO 1 1 | | & I | I | | | [ !
Harira Marcadas | CABEERA FERMAKGEZ | | 1 [ | | | | | | | | |
Alfzedo | CAERERAS BLEN | | | } | i | | l. | 19 | | 121
Jasis Boberta | SARRETERD BENAVENTE I I ] | 41 | | | | | | | |
Guillacms | CAERETZED LOUYOLA | I _ | | I 71 | | ! | |
Oscar | CARRETD LOTOLA I | i I & | 1 7| | | ] | |
Nydia Safie | CARTAYA HMEDINA | I 1 | &l | I I | | i | |
Joealine | CAZAL | | i f | | | I | | ! | | 13
Eruncisco | CASALES ACOSTA | | ] | 41 I | | | | ] | |
Francizco | CASALES FENTES I | i | | I | | | { | |
Dally | CASALES FENTES | | _ boe | | | | | | | | |
Birkars | CASALES FEMTES I I i | 4] I I I I | l I |
Hacicals | CASALES FENTES I | _ P+ | | | | | 1 | |
Regla | CASALES FENMTES I I i | | | I | | | | |
Emllin | CASALES FENTES | | 1 | | | | | | | | |
Juen | CARARAS RIVERD I | 1 [ | I | | | | I 11 | 12 |
Alejandro | CAS0 ESTETEZ | | ] 1 & | I | | | | | |
Emilic | CASTANEDC QUEROL | I i | 41 f | | | | | | |
Hlguelina | CASTAREDA CORZOD | | ] 1 41 | | | | | | | |
Naria Terana | CASTARD GUILLEN ! I | 1 41 ! [ | | | | | |
Hicera | CASTELLANG GOMEZ | 1 ] 1 41 1 I I | | | | |
Haric | CASTELLAND PEREZ 1 I | 1 | f | | | | | | |
Boc]a | CASTELLAMGS VEqa | [ | I | 1 | I | | | | |
Julin Eugenla | CASTELLOM CASTILLO 3 t i | 1 i | | | | | | |
Rudardo | CASTEREED HERRERA 1 I i | | I | | | | i | |
Lizero | CASTILLO | | | Fos | | | I | | ! | |
Pedro | CASTILLD CARBERA | | | [ &l I | I I | ] | |
Lecnacdo | CASTILLO DTaz | I R e e I 2 I I T I I
alicia | CASTILLG PIEDRA | I | [ | | | | 1 921 ! | i
Plieido | CASTELLOD RAMIREZ | | ] | 41 I | | | | i | |
Junnn | CASTTLLG RbIZ I | i | a1 | | | | | ! | |
Ralandas | CASTYREIRAS 1 | ] 121 -1 | t | | [ | |
Lizare E. | CASTRO I | ] 1 | | | ; | | ! | 12 |
Lidurine i CASIRG GADEZ | | I i I | 1 7} | | | | |
Palipe I CASTIRG GOMEZ I | ] { o] | | _ } P 1o | | |
Javisr | CASTRGDA PEREZ | | H ] | 1 | f I | | | | 13
Luls R. | CEDENS I | 1 1 +1 i | | I ! | | |
Eloica | CEDENG CORRIAS | | | | 4+ 1 | | [ | I | I |
Luis Rleardo } CEDERD FELIFE | | ] 1 41 I I | I | i | H
Aleinndra ! CEDERG LEAMTE I | _ | | | ! | | ! 1 ]
Jorga Ezequiel | CEJAR RODRIGUEE I I | [ | | | i | | ] | |
Olge | CEPERD | | [ I+ | | i | | ] |- 1
Livia | CESAE I I | | | I k | | i i f
Carlos Kehual | CESPEDES JINEMEZ i | | boa | | ! | | ] i I
Maria Esthar | CESPEDES RICCARDT I | ] | | I | f | | [ }
Julidn A. | CHACDN BEYES i | ] | 41 | } [ | | i ! _
! | | 1 1 | I 1 [ { | ! | |
| | | i 1 | | t | l l ! ] |
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Hucls Carided
Ignacio

CHELLAR CASTRO
CUESTA YALLE

-
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[ | ] | | | ! | { i | | | i
Crlando | CHARNICHARD HERMAKDEZ | | | } | 1 | 1 2| [ I i I
Aafael | CHABRY LOPEZ | [ [ | | | [ | | | | 11 | |
Lonceda | CHAYECD TORRES I { ! | I | 1 | | | | | |
Kercedan | CHAYEZ | | | | & | | ] | | | | | |
Adellna | CHAVEZ | | | Poal | &} | | } | | |
Luiz | GHAVEZ CARD | | | | &1 5| ! [ | i | | |
Eduarde | CHAVIANO ; i | ! 1 5| | | | I I | I
Elicar Ssrafin | CHAYVIAND | } | i %1 | t i i I | | |
Joss Hanuwl | CHEMITA CASTINEIRAS-£, L | | ] t | | i ] 9| 1 | |
Angal | CHICO AAT 1 | [ |+ | | [ i | ] | ! |
Josk N, { CHIONG PEREZ 1 i ! I ] | L | | 1 1 i |
Tyta Henueld | CHUEY | | i 1 | | f | | 9] | I |
Elsdn [ COIPETL. NOLASCO f | | 1 & ¢ | i i ] | | | |
Antonin | COLLADG GALERA ! | | | | ! [ i 1 | 18 | { |
Gonzxla | COLLANTES GARCIA ] I I ] I | | | 9] 9| I | i
Jagé Antonig | GOHAT LUPERON j | | | 4 I | i | | | | |
Carlos Albarte | CONDE QUESADA [ | | | s § 51 | | ] | ] | |
Jesds - I CONMTRERAE MTLAN i | | 1 [ | | ] 1 I 1 | |
Antonlo | CORDERQ MANTILLA [ | ] 1 + 1 | [ | &1 | 1 | | ]
Bamice Bleards | CORDUOVE ! | | 1 4+t | f | | | H | |
Helwsoh | GOEDOVEZ GONZALEZ | 3 1 | %1 5] [ | | | | f {
Bosa Cregorie | CORMELL GALERA | i | | &) I | I I ! | ! !
Elw Haria | COROMINA CHACON 1 [ [ | & | 1 & | | | H | | [
Orweatas Minoal | CORTES REODREIGUEE | I ! | 4] | } | | ] | ; ]
Remin Antonia | COETES TRAVIESQ i | | 1 1 | i | | | | | |
Juan Rand { COTILLA COLL ! ] ! | 4} | ! | &1} ] | | |
Joak ] GOTILLE KARQUEZ 1 ] [ | & | | | i ] | i | !
Jacquelina | COTCQ HERMANDEZ t | 1 I 41 | f [ | H | ! |
Josd A, | COUEL LUPERUNM | | | | %t | | | | | | | |
Estaban | COMAN SanTIaGD | I 1 | | [ | f i i 2/ i I |
Badro | CRESPD AMAREZ | | | 1 & | { | | | i | | |
Eduaridn | CRESPFD GOHLE ! | 1 | | | [ | f | 2@ } 11 | I
Janda Dayid | CRESPO GOWEZ I | | 1 | A f I & | 10 | I |
bulea Haria | CRESFD LINARES I | | { & | | ; | i | | | I
Higual | CRESPO NAVARROD | | | 1 f | & | | | | | i |
Tomba | CEUZ | | | | %] | | | | i | | |
Fufing | cruz | i ; i 4] i ! i ! | ! ! !
lorenza E. | GRUZ | | | |+ ] | | ! | I L | |
Ma. de las Angalas | CRUZ | | | | ] | [ 1 b | | | f

Wincealan Eamén | CRUE | | | ] | | ! | 1 ! [ | f 13
Dlaoreh | CRUZ FEENAMDEZ ! | I | 4 | | ] | &} { fary | !
Maris Rogla | CRUZ GONZALEZ ] | ! | & | | | | i i [ | |
Hec{a Marta | CRUZ MARTINET I I I . 1 I I I I I ) I
Haribarto | CRUZ RANIREZ | | | | | ] | i | I | | |
Edite E. | CRUZ RODRYGUMEZ | i | o [ | ! | | | | |
Tomks | GEUZ SANCHEE | | l |+ 1 | i ] i { | | |
Jorgs Lule | CUBEBLA CARDENAS l I | I I b6 ] | | i I I |
| | i | [ | [ i i | [ | | |
| | { | } | | | | | | | | |
| ] 1 | ; L | | | | | | | |
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Tamile

O0felie Silverie
Levdelina
GEROTHVR
Garmén

Alaida
Tolunda
Eloina
Eosuria
Nalmon

Fablo

Digna Idalis
Emiliane C.
Jorge

Josd Ramin
Lyly A.

Josd

Secgio

Joadk 4.

Jond

Tomuin

Fublo

Ana ¥,

Kilda E.
Gonzalis Iaebel
Com

Litia

Argp#lia

Juan ;.

Ramin

Roberto Eugenlo
Harta Eose
Glaala

Fable

Ofalia

Xarf{a

[uis

Eduardo
Feliclwne Tlmotes
Domlnge Jorge
Danlel
Juvenal
Eicardo
Bankriz
¥icente Paul
Rarlan
Ignacieo Laipel
Albarto

Horma

[ e —— —— ——— — L ————— Lk e B e A AL e e e . T —— —— i B ke g bl e ey gl S ——

CUEVAS FERNANDEZ
CUNEL JIMENEZ

BANTEL MESA

DARTICAR DIAZ

DAl

TAVITA MARANID

E AGUEILA PUERTO

OE ARMAE RGDRIGUEZ
DE LA CAL HERMANDEZ
DE LA CERDA QUINTANA
OE LA CRUZ DURAN T.
DE LA CRDOZ PERA

DE La FE HIRABAL

RE 93A ALVAREEZ

DE L4 ROSA PEREZ

DE LA ROSA 5054

DE TORRE RCMERD
LE ¥Eda GOMEZ
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114 | Antenio Eugenle | CARCASEES JINENEZ I ! [ I I b8 | | [ 1) ]
{15 [ Juap | CASARAS RIVERD | i | i | | & | I | | | 11 ] 1z |
116 | Bafasl | CHAERY LOPEZ | 1 ; | I | | | | 11 1
117 | Bduapda | CRESPG GOHLE 1 | | ] | | ! [10 | 11 |
FE:] | Dinocah | CEUZ FERNANDEZ { ! i [ | I 71 8| ! 1 1i |
(13 | Welzon | DE LA GERDA GUINTANA | t i | | i | ! [ 1o | 1L | 12 |
{20 | pigne Idelis | DE LA CRUZ PERA | i | 4 | ] P72 | | 23] 12
|21 | Lais A. | DE LA EOSA $0SA | | I | %1 | I 7| 8] I | 11 | |
|22 | Alberte | DELCADD VERA | i | | 7| | I | 11 |
23 | Horma | DEPESTRE WINIXER | I 4 | b | 8 I [ 11 ]
|24 | virgilde | DIAZ MARTINEZ | | | boa | I 1 & |10 | 11 | !
|25 | Esthsr Ha. | DINZA NONFES LE OCA | | i | % | | | | &1 | | 11 | | 13
{28 | Antenle | ESTEADA RODEIGUEZ 1 | | a| 5| | | 8 | Pal | i
|27 ! Rite | FLELTAS FERMAMDEZ | | | I ! I | I | 11} 12 |
128 | Félix { FLEITAZ FPOSADA ] i t | 1 &1 | | | FIl | 12 |
|29 | Juan Enrigue | GARCIA CRUZ i | 2t | | | &1 7| | | | 211 | |
| 30 | Artura | BARCIA REBALLAR ] i | & | | B | | 21 | |
| | ! ] f ! 1 i 1 f i ! ! ! I
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Fremdam of appciation

Libectd d'azsociatlon

CEnSaan AQcoIEANY

Liberctad de asoclacidn
| 7 ] T T T 11 7 T T 1 1 _T 1
1 | Armande | ARAYA GARCTA | | I ! i i I ! i I 1|12}
12 | Maruel | ARTAS WONTANG [ TR S { L5t l i | | 111 ] 124
[3 1 Bsdewés | CABRERA OSORIO | I I | | 51 | | | | t | 12 |
|4 { Francisco | CAMARG €. .- [ I | I I | | | 10 f11 | 12 |
|5 | Albcade | CAEERERAS BLEN - I | | i | | | | | 10| | 12 |
11 { Judn | CASARAS EIVERD | | | i | & | | | | | a1 | 12 |
7 Lizaro B. CASTRO | | | i | | | | | | | 12 |
8 Halson LE LA CERDA QUINTAKA d -1 [ | { | | | | | 10 ) 21|12
1] Digna Idaila DE LA CRUZ PERA | | | [ | | | i B | 1] 12 |
t10 Rite | FLEITAS FERMANDEZ | | | | | | | { | 1] 12 |
11 1 Félix | FLEITAS POSADA - [ I i | &) ! I | | 11| 12 |
12 Katiusaha GARCIA OSES I | | t 1 | | [ [ | | |12 | 13
13 Eddy GONZALEZ TRIANA | | I | | | | | | | 111 | 12 |
|14 i Margarita | GUEERA JOFFRE I | i | i | | | 8| | | 11 ] 12 |
15 sndrda HERMANDEZ ! I 1 I i i b1 B [ I I+
15 Julic Alejandra HEENANDEZ DTAZ [ | | I | | 81 | b —1e |
17 | Juana Amparo | HEEMANDEZ HERKANDEZ | | | | | | | | I t | 12 j
18 Dlga Lidis | HERMANDEZ HERNANDEZ | | | | I | | | | { | 12 |
19 Tenmilet | HERMANDEZ HERNANDEZ | | | | | | | | | i | 12
{20 | Gazecde | HEEMANDEZ WERMANDEE | I | | | I | | | ' | 12
21 Banico Emllin | HERNANDEZ PADILLA | . 1 | | I 8 | 12
22 Gerarde | HEBNANDEZ TOERES | | | | | I | 12 |
23 Secundine | HERMANDEZ ¥ CASTRO I I | | | | &1 B | 12 |
24 Regelle Fabin | HYBTADC BODRIGUEZ | | | | | | I B | 12
25 Armande | LABA MESA | | | | 5| | | 12
| 26 { Carlos A. | LAUEENCIO DE L4 CRUZ | | | | | I | | | | | 12 |
|27 | Blgaberte | MARTINEZ | I I | | | I | | | 12
{28 | ¥ergarita | MENDOZA KUREZ | | | | | | | | | |11 ] 12
|29 | Eclands | MERING PERDONG I I | | | I ! | 12 |
130 - | Jorge Regelis | BILIAN SANCHEZ | | | | i 5 ] ! 8 I 12
I ] | [ i ] | ] | ]
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Iatnrga 2

Nfpes YroAO JARRISNTE e KATRCORASM

Cuadro 2

Iotal de depeneias raclbidas por categoria

f— — e m— —— L P — — e S B — S —— —— — — —— T e T—

TIEQJTu%LjJJ]
e ArAl

Right to life
Droit 2 la vie
Apapo M3 wAIN: —

Depecho 4 la vida
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A AR P

Right to physical integrity

Oreit & 1'intégrité physique
Hpaso Ha PhIimuecKy™ HENPRACCHOBEHKOCT.

Derecho & 1a integridad fisica

LR LTS | LR | I
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Ilegal or arbitrary arresgts
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The right to due process
Droit & un proces équitable
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Deracho &l debido proceso
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Right to security -
Droit & la sécurité
papo BEa SeI0MACHOCTE
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Right ko work
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Annex YILI

LETTER DATED 23 SEPTEMBER 1988 FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE GROUP
ACDRESSED TQ THE MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR, GENERAL JOSE ABRANTES,
TRANSMITTING A LIST OF INDIVIDUAL PETITIONS

S5ic,

I have the honour to refey rp cur meeting yesterday, a meeting which we
feel was both fruitful and congrruckive, I should particularly like to thank
you For the warm welcome ypou kKindly exteaded to my colleagues and myseif. As
wa had occagion to mention to you, the Sroup has recelived patitisons whose
content would seem to fall within your jurisdiction, )

The Group was particulacly atkentive to your expressed intantion, to the
fullest extenkt pessible, to find Eavourable selution=s te the humanltarian
problems which have been submikped to us,

In thig connection, az I had the honour of inEarming you in the courae of
Gur conversation, the Group would lLike to transmit these petitions ta yoo
right away but unfortunately, in view of their considarable numbap, it does
not have sufficient time b0 communicate all the petitions to you befordiics
depacture for Cuba, However, I would like to take this cpportunity to
transmit to you a few cases which are zummarized in the appended documents.

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.



Annex IX

LETTER DATED 14 MOVEMBER 1988 FPROM THE MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR

ADDRESSED TO THE CHATRMAN OF THE GROUP IN REFLY TO THE

COMMUNICATION OF 23 SEPTEMBER 1988, CONTAINING A LIST OF THE

121 PERZOHS HELD IN CUBAN PRISONS FOR OFFENCES AGAINST THE
SECURTTY OF THE STATE

8ir,

T have pleasure in referring to your neote G/50 214 {60 dated
23 Geptember 1988 in connectian with the summary of 4% cases which Ehe Sroun
which visited our country, Dresided over by vourself, senc o us aince ik
congjderad that they were susceptible of & solurion on a humanitarian baszisz.

i apnex o rhig nore the giruation ln each of rhese casas gnd, 38 you
will see, in 41 of them there has been a favourable cesult in conformity with
out trave]l regulatiosns. OQf khem, there is a groum of 18 persons whe, altheuah
they have all Coban travel papers In order and there are no problems on Sur
park,; have not received the corresponding wisa from the receiving country.

Amang the <ages of Intefest to the Sroup there ape only 2ight persans who
cannot emnjgrate for khe moment. These are not permanently forbiddan to ktravel
abroad But the requlationz in force establish that they mest wait a reasonable
tire becauss they are incluoded in the Milieacy Service Act, are medical
practirtioners or for other well-founded reasons which we explained fo yau and
to the other Anbassadors who accompanied you on 23 September last, on the
wecasion when we had the hanour to receive your wvisit b oor Ministoy.

A= wvou will remember, at the forey-fourth session of the Commizsion on
Human Rights, the Cuban delegation submitted to you a list of 458 prisoners
ﬂﬂndemned oy oifences againzk the security of the Skake wﬁo were then =till
in prison., We should like to take this opportunity to attach to this nota

alse the list of the 121 priscners in this <ateaory, of this 458, who are still



in ptisen. This is evidence of the humanitarian process that, since 1963, has
baen develooed by the Cuban Revolution and which has made it possible ko
release the vast majority of prizonecs held for these offences, long befors
thevy had sarved the whole of their sentences.

I repeat, 5ir, the assurance of my highest consideration and sxpresa my

best wishes for your health and for further success in wour future wock.

Fratepnally yours,

José Bhranktas Ferndndez
General of Division
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Anmex I

Cases of interest ko the Group of Ehe Commission on Human Rights whiech visited
Luba to whose amigration the Coban authorities hawe na objeatlieon

Luciana PRedriquez Godefoi, She was qiven Cuban emigration papers on

13 June 1988. There is no record of her having obtained a viza.

Estela Carmona Yildostequi. There is ne record af her havinag begun
procecdings to emigrate. '

Macria Ankonieta RolofF Lopaz, 3ince 1986, she has mads no apbroach £9 the

travel aacthorities,

Foberto Touron Torreas. Theare is nathing to peevent him from emiagqratina. He

was given Cuian travel papers on 2% October 1983,

Yolanda I, Rogell Péter and Ela Yolanda Pérez Medina, They were given Cuban
emiqration papers on 20 Febguary 1986, There {2 no pecord of their having
ocbhtained vigas.

Binuel Pourcall Enricquez. There is nothing to pravent him from emigraring.

He was givan Cuban trave}l papers on 31 Oceober 1984,

Ramona Tenaida Eneyda Pérecz Mépdez and Franco Rivera Pérez. There 15 nothing

to crevenkt them from emigrating, The Cuban authorities have no rpegord of them
having obtained wvizas.

Abe) Diaz Blango. There ix ne record of him having begun procesdings to

emiqrate.

Maris Pmma Pérez Garcia., 5She was given Cuban documentacion on 12 May 1386,

There is no record of her having obtaipned a visa.

Gliceria Morales Tarafa and Jorge Chao Morales. Thetre {5 nothina to prevent

them Erom emigrating.

Cmar Aguiere Garcia, There is no record of him having begun proceedings to

enigrate.

Guillerms Suinterc Pupo. ‘There s no record of him having besun procesdings

e emigrate,

Jogus Egtéban Gareia Ortiz. Since 1086, he haz made na approach bo the travel

authorirties. HBe hag travel papers, Theve I8 no record of his heving obtained
a visa.

Juana Soler Valdés. There iz no objection to her travelling abrozd and

subsaqueantly retupning, hut she does nob appesr to have begun proczedings to

traveal,



#taria D. Rodriques Marguekti, There is no objection o her travelling abrocad

and subsequently retnrning, bat she does not appesr Lo have hequn procesdings
te travel =ipce 1980,

Irima Sdnchez Cégpedws, There iz no oblection kg her travelling abroad and

sSUubssaguently returning, but she does not appear to have begun procesdings to

Ltravel,

Rambn M. Pérez Moreidn. He left for the United Stakes on 7 Novenber L968.

Basilia Oliva Garcia. There is no objection o her travelling abroad and

subaegquently returning, but she does nob appeapr te have beqgun any proceedings.
Dinarah Cruz Ferndndez., She was qiven Cuban travel papers on 31 Aoguest 19BE.
There is no record of her having ocbtained a wvisa.

Qsmara Barcero Ctero, There is ho record of her having begun proceedings to

amigrats.

Felix Ramirez Burunak., Theres la na cecord of his having begun procesdings ta

emigrate.

Maria Antonia Pérez de Rojas and Marlene Bodricuez T. They were given Cuban

emigration papers on 22 July 19848,

Joagquin Leal Miranda and Joaguin Leal Sapeches., There iz nothing to prevent

them emigrating, although Leal Sanchez has not bequn procesdings to kravel
gince the garly 1980=, .

Rogelio Fabio Hurtado Rodpiquez. He was given Cuban emiaratlon papers on

16 June 1586, There Is no record of hig having obtalped a wisa.

Roberto Jesub Pagan Diaz. He was given Cuban gmigration papers on

21 January 1987. Thare is no recccd &f his having obrajned a viss,

Lacpards Leonel Rublo Mohtalva., He waz given documentation on

18 Januwary 1%846. There iz no record of his having obtained a visa,

Jesus Maria Cachalleda. He was given smiqration papers aon 17 June 1947,

Thers it no tecord of hi= having obtainsd a viza.

Vicente Pablo Perrer Diaz, Thers is no record of him having begun proceedlings

to immigrate.

Juliz RBamspna Acosts Rodriquaz. Thera is no record of her having begun

pracesdings to emigrate,

Ana %osa Diaz Bodriqueg. 7There iz no tecord of her having begun proceedings

to emiqbate.

Maria Magdalena Pérez Cacratala, She was glven Cubap emigration papers on

21 May l986. There is no record of her having obtained a visa,



Rosa Herndondez Lantioua. She was qiven Cuoban emigration papers on

30 Januacy 1984. There iz no record of her having ahtained a visa,

Eduardo Gongsdlez Mifliz, He was given Cuban emigration papers on

30 June 1988. There is no record of-his having abtained a visa,

Lerida Librade Cardoso Arsngo. Thepe iz no objection to her rravelling abroad

and subsegently returning o the country.

redro Andrés Behety Gonzdlez. There is nochino to pravant him freom

emigrating. He wes given Cuban travel papers on 25 Ooctober 1938, There is no
ragcord of his hawving aobtained a visa.

Aleida Mujierms Ldpez. There is no record of her having begun proceedings to

amiqrata.

Borja Castellanos Vega, Iunis Martinez Castellanog and Elba Martinez

Cagtellancs. There is pothing ko prevent them emigrating, They have Cuban
travel papers. There is no record of them having obtained visas.

Icaing Pérez Gonzdlez, Susana Olivera ¥aldés and Marisol Péreg Olivera. They

were given Cubsn emiqration papecs on 10 Jone 1988. ‘Thers is no record of
them haviog obtained wicas.

Elanca Mieves Herndndesz Morgada. She was given Cuban eniqration papers on

1 June 1288. There is no record of her havimg ocbtalned a visa.



Cases of persons who have already emigrated

MHacividad Goanzdlaz Frayre. She emigrated on 19 Ootohar 1988 tagether With

Cicar Euéeniu Leante Gonzdlerz, Lawura Leankte Gonzdlez, Luls Cedefie Pelipe and
Alejandro Cedelico Leantea.



Qther cases

Avza Hiellas Morales.

Thera iz no record of any application concerning the
ceturn of her son, and the travel authoritilszs thuz know nothing about him. On

the other hand, at Ayza's own reguest, che was given Cuban travel documents on

20 June 1987%. There is no record of her having obtained a visa.
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Cases in which it has proved pnecessary to postpone the date of authorization
tg travel abroad because the persons concerned are doing their militacy
gervice, ace professional medical practitionars who cannot for the moment be

releazed from their duties or their emiqration has to be tamporaclly postooned
for other reasons.

Encigque Pérez Mir. - Eduardo Pérez Mir and Norma Minaye Abeleda
Sebastidn Aroos Casabong

Juara Kilda Gapcia Rodriguez; Ana del Monte Garcia and Eneida del. Monts
Garcia.

Pablo Debs Prince; Mayra Ferndnder Chdvez

Margarita Garcia Rodriguez

Daniel Arpiliaga Lombapt; Luisa ;sabnl Parez Padrdhn and Horlin Pérez PErez.
Tomas Azplllaga Lombark

Jesds Yanes Folletimr
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Annex II

Prisoners convigted of affences agatnst the sacurity of the Staks,

Erom the list of 458 submitted by the Cuban deleqation at Genewva

HOTE:
Humbets
1-12%
2= 4
3= 5
&- 7
5 B
=240
T=241
B=242
9-230
i0- 18
11- 21
la2- 27
13- 30
l4- 31
15— 22
lg-423
17=- 3%
LB~ 3%
19=24d4
20-425
2)-317
22-+318
23— 48
24- 50
£5=253
26— 54

on 18 March

1988, Total: 121

The £irst number corcespond=z to the numerical order, while the
sgcond number corresponds ko Ehe positions on the list of 4596.

Kamax and surnamas

Rolando Mattinez Valdés
Bogelio Abreu Azcuy
Silvioc Aguilas Yanes

Tucio Lino Bretafia

Juan Rafael Alonso Leyva

Eafasl Alzamora Alviresz

angel Iuls Argqueller Garridn
Rogelio Ecrnesto Arregoitis Rubio
Mercedes Benita Balanza Exposita
Gerardo Banguela Gomez

Juan bpguimedes Slanco Brotdn
Roberts Calveico Ledn

Carlos Tuis Cardo Herndndaez

Danlel Cardo Rerpnandeg

Jorge Luiz Carde Herpdnder
Mariang Castanada Oliva,

Cscar Ramon de Cazpedes Chivesz
Fidel Cristaobal Claro Rgular

Mario Chanes de Armas

Contada Chaveco Torres
Pascual Ovidio Delgado Ferndandez

Rémulo Juan Delgado Ferndndesg
Eduardo Delgado de la Fuente
Mapnuel Diaz Cabrera

Ecnesto Diaz Bodeigues

BEzaquiel Diaz Bodrigumsz

Province in

Case and yaarc

which held cE settlemant
Havana 44,/83
Clty of Havana 1/84
City of Hawvana 16/ 491
City of Havana 20/B5
Clty af Havana B9/79 and
584./81
City of Havana 37765
Civy of Havana O7/6%
Ciry of Havana 117/77
City of Havana 20581
city of Havana 36/84
Cicy of Havana 19,785
City of Havana LEASL .
Cicy of Havana 26781 and
233/82
City of Havana 26581
City aof Havana 26/8)
Civy of Havana 52/83
City of Havana 16/87(dossier])
City of Havana 15/87
Cley of Havana 256/61 and
556/61
City af Havana 471781
City of Havana  20,/81 and
1687782
Ciky ©f Havana  20/81
City of Havana 41780
City of Havana 38780 .
City of Havana 31767
Cicy &f Havana 67782



tiumbar s
27— &5
28- 55
28— £10
ig-368
31- 632
32~ 67
33— 5%
d4- 70
35— 7%
g~ 71
i7=-3231
JB=- 7}
39— 72
q0=-2672
43-232
q2- 82
43-233
44=-267
WE=-428
46-89
47-24¢8
48~ 91
49-269
50=- 02
51— 93
52- 2
53~ 95
54=-3719
55~ 87
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Anmex II {convinted)

Name=s and surnames

Raron Diaz Rodriquesz
Jassa Luis Diaz Romero
Pedpe Jarge Dorta Rodr iques

Juan Albertn Ferndndez Cabrera

Jacinto Armando Ferndandez Conzdlez

Fodalfo Frometa Caballero
&leido Puenltes Dogque
Carlos Garcia Diaz
Ernesto Garcia Diaz

Falix Gareia Diaz

Provinca 1in
which held

L g e L . T — T " S —— T 7w 8 S . S —— i —

City

Gladys Juana 9liva Garcia Herndndez City

Heator Norberte Sarcia Herpandez
Banito Gareia Olivera

Luciano Enrique Garcis Palomino
Margarita Gomaz Aldama

Oresztes Rafasl Juan Baltista
Conzdlez Fetpandez

Bosalina Gonzdalez LafEitka
Vicente Paul Gonzdlesz Migolle
Mario Gonzaler Ramirez
Barbaro Grass Vazguez
Alberto Graw Siarra

Eduardo Guerra Jimdnzz
Alsjandro Guarra Monteagudo

Barbayro Guercero Odelin

Alfredo Jorge Guerrero Schwever

Encigus Herndndez Diaz
Dawvid Hernindez Hernandez

Fena Herndndez Fefia

Samuel Hernandez Reyes

City
City
City
City

City
City
City
ity
ity
City

City

City
CLley

City
City

City

City
City

=]
of
of
of
of
of
af
of
of
of
of
af
o f
of
of

af
af
of
af
of
of
of
af

of

of

&f

of

of
of

Havana
Havana
Havana
Ravana
Havana
Havana
Havana
Havana
Havana
Havana
Havapa
Havana
Havana
Havana

Kavana

Havana
Havana
Havanpa
Havana
Havana
Havana
Havana
Havana

Ravata

Havana

Havana

Havrana

Havana

Havana

Case and vear
of settlem=nt

SZ/EV{Aossier)
£2/87(dcgsier)
g7/ 82
RTLS63
oS8 (Aossier}

15/82

20787 fdossiar)
310/67

47783

136787 (dossier)
479/65

99/79

90,/ 61,

5/82 and
1349781

2687 (dossier]

o/81L and
27782

67782 and
1026581

460764
46/80
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Anmew IT (continued)

Humber = Hame= and suprnames Provinte in Caze and year
which held of =etklement

56~ 13 Esataban Izquierdo Carmona Ciry of Ravana 29,79

57-101 Garardo Alfredo Jiménez Ramos Cicy of Havana 46/80

58-1032 Juan David Jiméne:r Ramos City of Havana  45/80

£9-115 Iarael Lapez Toledo Cikty of Havana 2B/H1

60~118 Felipe Manteodn Morell Civy of Havana  58/83

51-122 Jorge de la Congepoidn Marcera
: Martinaz City of Havana 17788

§2=124 Angel fonato Martinez Carcia City of Havana  67/B2

£3-125 Gustavro Martinezr Jimdnes City of Havana 4 5/80

G4-458 Juan Martinez Perdomo City of Havapa 21/87

65-134Q Ayustin Mederos Espinosa Cicy of Havana 1387 (dossier)
Ga=-132 Sandor Mendoza Mendozg Ccity of Havana 8483

67-135 Orlando Miret Castilic City of Havana 67/82

65-13% Gilberto Mario Moreno Balanza City of Havana 2o/81

E9-140 Lazaro Omac Morenc Balanza City of Havana 20781

T0-23% Maria Elena Morenc Balanga City of Havana 20/81

71-385 Isidro Moscoso Garcia City of Havana  30/78
72-280 José Alfredo Musteliar Huevo City of Havana 566/68
Fa-282 Eleno Oviedo Alvire:z iy af Havana 321 /63

74-148 Juan Francisco Padrén Tarces City of Havana 2/84

75-14%3 Abel Paiomino Rodriquez ity of Havana 5784

TH-150 Oreskes Pefla Chatchabal ity of Havana 47/84

T1=155 Orestes Marcelo Pérez Gil I City of Havana ) 1/87{dassier)
78-237 Si1lvia Leonor Pérez Martin City of Havana 136/87 (dossliec)
7e-154 Jorge Lazare Pérez Pardini City of Havana  30/80

gl-262 José Carlos Powery Ebanks City of Havana B6/B10

Bl-lg6 Luis Bernardo (uintana Pérez City of Havana  215/87{dossier}
82-167 Guillermo Gerarde Quinterso Valdéds City of Havana 66/83

83-171 Donato Ramas Mactines Ciky of Bavana 310/87(dozszier)
B4-174 Jo=é& Alberta Ricardo Serrana Ciry of Havana 12/84

845=-1746 Roberto Evelic de)l Rizaco Perez City of Havana §/86

86-293 Cuillermo Rivas Portas ity af Yavana 34768



- 12 -

Annex IY {continued}

Humbars tiames anod Surnanes Province in Caze and year
which held of settlement
g7-178 Cecilio Rodriquez Campos City of Havana  53/83
88-434 bmado Jesug Rodriquez Fernandez City ofF Havana  45/B4
B3~298 Lais de la Caridad Rodriguez
Rodr iquez City of Havana  155/62
20-182 Raudel Antonic Rodriquesz
Rodr {gues ity of Havana 41,90
01-1E7 Farnanda Enrique Rulz Cabrera City of Havana 1%/8)1
g2=192 Agustin Sdnchez Martinez City of Havana s5/82
93-193 Woel Satitana Gonzalez City of Havana 45,/87
94-435 Conrado Speck Gonzdlez City of Havapa 25783
g4-434 Lino Speck Conzdlez Ciky of Havane  25/H3
SE-402 Orestes Sordo Pardo City of Havana 537483
97-204 Arturo Sudrez Ramos City of Havanas 30/87 (Qossier)
S8-205 Simeon Crlando Sudrez Toches City of Havana 30/80
G9-207 Timoteo Pelicianc Toledo Lado city of Havana 26/81
10C=209 Grilands Tolads Vallacdare= City of Havana 25781
101-437 Bizlan Torres Llaurdarn . City of Havana 15/83
102~-216 Mario Rafael Urdanivia Didguez City of Havana 67/82
193-217 Ricarde Paustino Urdanivia o
aintana City of Havana &7/82
104-312 Augusto Lazaro Valdés Sorhegui City of Havana 165/77
105=-221 Jesus de la Caridad Varels
Harndndes City of Havana  26/B1
108=225 José Luls verdecia Almanza City of Havana l3ﬁfﬁ?{dmssier}
1l07=226 Felix ¥illar Sidron Cicy of Havana 5684 and
934/85
108408 Josa Tomds ZJayas Monteije City =f Havana 246775
100=-317 Luis Manuel ds 1z Caridad
Zufiiga Rey Cicy of Havana 228574
1ig-323 Crlande Patricic Paomingues
de la Coba Villa Clara 5/83
111-2331 Hectar Line Cardosc Villa Clara 8783
112342 Ramdn Rodriquez Rangel Villa Clara 5/83 and
193/85

113-265 Pelix Parnandez Hatjista Camagiley 10/82
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Annex IT {(continoed)

Hamber s Hapes and surnames Province in Case and year
which held of zertlemenk

114-3181 Manuel Mayers Martinez Camagiiey 2484

115-34&5 Israsl Morejdn Laiva Camagliey /87

lLlG=396 Raul Luis Fodriguez Cruz Camagiey 14730 and

153%/82

117-398 Fogelic Segundo Rosguete Gonzdlez Camagiley B85

lig=-3an Zenalida Ruiz Alvaresz Camagidey /8%

1194009 Orlande Rodriquer Cusida Las Tunas . 38783

lzo—-41% ovidic Torres Pecmidez Aolguin 21787 (Gossier)

121-417 Rafael Beritan Enamcradeo Granma 1/86



Annex X

LETTER DATED 11 OCTOBER 1988 FROM THE CHAIRMAW OF THE GROUE

ADDRESSED TO THE DEPUTY MINISTER FOR FOREIGH AFFAIRE,

ME. RAUL ROA KOURI, TRANSMITTING TO HIM THE LIST OF NAMES

AND ADDRESSES OF THE PER2QNS WHD ENTERED INTC COWTACT WITH
THE GROUP IN CUBA

Bir,

Further ta my lelter of 25 September 1988, I have the honoor of
transmitting to you herewith a list of names and addresszes of persons wheo
contacted the Group ducing its visit o Cuba.

I shouild like to take the liberty of reminding yeo that ehiz list is
transmitted bo you on the bazis of the assurances given by the authorities
that no difficulties will be created for any of these persons as a result of
having contacted the Group,

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest conzideration,



Annex XT

LETTER DATED 12 OCTOBER 19838 FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE GROUP
ADDRESSED TO THE FERSONS WHO ENTERED INTO COMTACT WITH THE
GROUE DURING IT3 ¥ISIT TO CUBA

"I am wricing to you in my capacity as Chairman of the Group established
b¥ the United Hationa Commizsion on Human Rights in response Lo the lnvitation
by the Government of Cuba to visit the country to observe the human rights
gitvmation (decision 1988/1L06].

T take this ocpportgnity to acknowledge creceipt of the communication you
submitted during the Broop's vizit ko fuba from 16 to 23 Septembar 1988,

The Graup will give this information its full attention and de eueﬁrtninq
in its power so that the problems to which you referred in your ceguest may be
considetfed and, possibly, aclved by the cofpetent authorities,”



Annex ¥IT

LETTER DATED 13 DECEMBER 1988 FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE GROUP
ADDRESSED TO THE PERMAWENT REPRESENTATIVE OF CUBA AT GENEVA
THANSMITTING TG HIM TRANSCRIPTS OF TESTIMONY BY INDIVIDUALS AND
COCUMENTOS OF NON=GOVERHMENTAL ORGANLIZATIONS RECEIVED BY THE
GRODE IN CUBA ’

Bir,

I have the honour, as Chairman of tha Group established in accordance
with Commission on Human Rights decision 1998/106, to transmit to wou herewith
the testimony of persons who have been in Ccontack with the Group directly or,
at itz request, through ita secretarliat on the oceasion of ite wisit to Cuba,
together with the documents sent ko the Group by Cuban non~qovernmental
organizations.

I am also fending you the transcriptions of kestimony by private
individoals, with our apslogims for the provizional pregentation of thess
texts.

The Group would be gqrateful to your Government 1f it would inform us of
its reactiona ko this docunentation.

For your information, the Group will mest again on 16 J;nuary1fﬂé§ to
consider its draft ceport.

Accept, Sir, the agsurances of my highest consideration.



Annex XYITT
LIST OF COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED BY § DECEMBER L1988 CONCERNING

ALLEGED REFPRISALS AGAINST PERSQNS WHO ENTERED INTD COWTACT
WITH THE GROUF IN CUBA

1. Joge Carlos Montero Ocampe, 25 September 1988, He was interviewsd

by the Group on 20 September 1985, The next day, he wenk Dack to the
Commodore Hotel to give some doctments to the segretariab; he was acrested ac
that timm and taken to Villa Mariskta. On 27 Septemberc, he @was sant to

Pinar da} Rio Prizon, which is ¢called "Cince v Hedio™, He states that he is
hejing prevented from communlcating wikth a lawyer and wieh hisz family.

& Ricardo Poffil Fages, 30 September 1988, reports that

Rita Pleitas Pecndndez, a membec of the Cuban Human Rights Committes and the
Artisvic Fresdom Asgociation, was diamissed from her job.

3. Rita Fleitaxz Fernindezr, 1 October 1988, reports that she was

dismissed from the TIPS press agancy on 2% Beptember 1988, allegedly in
retaliation for havipg testifisd pefoce the Group.
4. Guillerme Lnis Saneoya Morrejdn, 5 October 1988, applied to BNDP ro

r@guest an interview with the Group. His partigulars were noted down and,
when the Group left Cuba without calling oo him to appear efore it, he was
told by Stata Security o cope ta Vills Mariata. He 4id noe do =3 and is now
in hiding. He hazs boen unsuveces=fnlly requesting permission to leave the

comtry for the past 28 years.



S Rigardo Boffil Pagés, Chairmap of the Cuban Human Rights Commitbes,

21 Ootobar 1986, is pfotesting against the repressive measares beipg used by
the Cuban Goverpment against persons who testified bafore the Growp, including
Cavid Moyva Jiménez, Tarlos Bohevarria, Romans LSpez Reinoso [son aof

Professor Edinlgio Lépez, Vice-Chairman of khe Cuban Human Rights Commiktee},
Roberto Bahamonds, Jesds Layva Guerra and Rafael Gomez. In a press release

iazued in Frankfurt, he refers to the harazsment and arrest, on 21 October L3238,

of mevaral leaders of the Asoeiaciéon Pro-fArte Libre (Frae drts Assasiaticn) who

ate also members of the Cuban Aumanp Rights Committea, He states that these
incidents are part of a campalgn that the Government had waged thisz yeac
against the mepbers of the Committee he chairs and khat, on 17 Fabruary 1383,
there was a similar attack on the First Dissident Arcists' Exhibition apd a
pregs conference ordanized by the Committee. This was Lallowed By a libel
gampaiqn in the pre..s and physical attackz sqgainst human cights activists. In
a letbter dated 25 Hovember 1988 and sent from Frankfurt, he requests the Gooup
to lntervens to ask the Government of Cuba for the immediace releazse of the
following persons whio wepe affegked on 21 October: Armando Araya and

Juan Enrique Garcia {Chairman and Vice-Cheirman of the Artistic Preedom
Aosoetation), Ramdén Obregdn Sinchez, Pablo Foberko Sinchez, Rita Fleitas,
Roberto Pupn and Aida Valdds Santana, all of whom are members of the Cuban
Euman Righte Committes.

£, The Guban Human Rights Party, 24 October 1388 reports that six buman

rights activists in Cuba {Anaya, Fleitas, valdés, Garcia, Mernandez amd

Hormedo} were arrested and sentenced to prison. Eugebio Mujal Leén, Luis E.
bguilar and Joséd M. Herndndez, professors at Georgetown University in
Washingtun D.C., 1 November 1588, express concern about the situation of the
six artist of the Free Arts Association who were arkitrarily arrssted and
summarily sentenced for having arganized a ceremory at the Joséd Marti monument

an "Gulture Day". Antonio J. Molina, President of the Puarto Rican UNESCO

Association, 5 Novermker 1988, requests the Group to intercede on behalf of the
Free Arts fssociation, sis of whose members were sentenced to prison followina
a ceremony at which they placed a bouguet of flowers on the José Marti

menument |



7. Eenneth Foch, Deputy Director of Human Rights Wakch,

T Hovanmber 1988, welcomes the opﬁortunity the Zroup gave him to discuss his
impressions of the visit hes made to Cuba as a member of the New York City Sar
Riscciaticn delagation. Es alac infotms the Geoup of ceports of :&p:isals
againzt parsonE whe meat or tried to meet with the Sreup in Cuba. He sxprasses
concarn that, since tha Grogp's vimit, the Government may be taking an svan
harder line ahainat human righes activists. He alleges that the following
took place:

{a) On 19 Sgptember, the polick harassed peresons waliting cutside the
hotel to mesk with the Group and prevented scme of them from entering the
hotel, Others were arrested andd taken to Villa Marista, fined and then
released, The pear=zone arrestad and septanced as 4 result of the incidantx on
19 Septenber o Ior trying o testify before the Group include tne':nllouing:

Francisco panitez Ferraro and Alsjandro Banitez Perzers, sentenced ko six
and three months' ipprisomment, respectively, for insulting a police officer
and resisting arcaskt; bBoth are in Combinado del Este.

Giztavo Venta, ssntapnced to eBix months' imprisonment for insuvleing =
police officer and resizting arresty he im in Quivicdn Frison and has appealed
the senkence.

Lazare binares Echevecria, sentenced to six montha' imprisenment for
insulting a police officer; he i3 in Quivicdn Prisen.

The following persons were also allegedly detained for various pearjods of
time and then releaged for having tried to mesk with the Groonp:

Ernesto IbdMez Basnuava, David Moya Alonso, Bncigque Miosta Ruiz,
Lazaro Laroza Aabolay, Radl Alemin Valdds, Ssryio Radl de la Vega GAmez and
Alberto Anaya.

(b} On 15 October, Pablo Roberto Pupe S3dncheZ, Juan Enrique Sarcfa and
Ramdn Obregdn Sacdui, members of the Artistic Fresdom Aagoeiaticn, were

arcasted in their hones. They are now in Villa Macista. The charges againstk
them azé not known.



e} ©On 20 Qoesber, “"Cuban Cultuvece Tay™, 3ix other menbers of the
Arrigseie Fraedom Ascociation were arrasted on charges of "disturbing puaplic
order® and sentenced on 24 October 1588, These persons ara:

Armande Anaya Garoia (one year), Vladimir Garecia Aldecrete {nine months) ,
Eita Fleitam Ferndndez (nine wonths}, Secundio Herndndez Castro [saven
months), David Hormedo Garcia (2even months) and Aida Valdds Santana {asven
monihe’ house arresc). The first five are in Combinada del Este and the
Occldente Womens' Beform Centle.

{d) Elizardo Sdnchez, Chairman of the Commission on Human Righes and
Hational PFeconstructjion, wag dismizsed from the library whare ne worked iIn

lats Qotober this year.

g. Mate From the Cuban Amarican Matilonal Poundaticon, repacting on a

press conferance heald in Washington by Reinalde Bragads, a membar of the Cuban
Humary Rightx Committes, at whlch he refervad, inter alia, to the reprizais
being taxen by the Cuban Government againgt hukan rights activists in Cuba,
The note states that six memoers of the Artistic Freedom Assoclation were
arrestad and that the Cubap press ia showipg unexpected interest in theae
acrasts) thix may indicate that the régime wants to let public opinion mow
that any lessaning of the repression has ended. It alwmo statss that

Gugtavo Venta wag zentenced to 2iX months' imprisconoent for trying bte 9o on a

hunoger strike in front of the Commadore Botel during tha Group's wizit bo Cuba.,

9, Angel P, Grimaneg, 25 Movember 1983, =ztates that his bBeskher-in-law,

Radl Gémoz de Malina, whoe has finally been rsaleased after 21 vears in priaon,
taquasted parmigsion to J:ea“ the coantry together with hils parentgs-in=-law,
wife and two dagghtecs. After Re was notified of the day when he would be
allowed co leave, the Immigration and Aliens' Depaccmaent ook LS passpnrt'
away, thus preventing the sntire family from Lravellipng. The probable rea=zon
is that Gomez testifisd before chs Group,



Annex XXV

LETTER DATED 9 JARUARY 1989 FROM MR. JGSE RAUL YIERA LINARES,
ACTING MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAYRS OF CUBA, ADORESSED TO THE
CHATRMAN OF THE GROUE

8ir,

I hava the hoenour to rafer to your letter Ho. G50 214 (60 dated
131 Decembar 1988, transmitting te the Cuban Goverament, firstly,. the
"ceastimony® of over 1,500 persons who are said bto have contacted che visiting
mission of which you ace chairman during its skay in Cuba, either directly. 4r
through the secretariat staff acconpanying the mission, and secondly, certain
documenis alass receivaed by the missien in Cuba from "Cuhan non-gouvernmental
arnanizations".

ih addition, transctiptions made by the seopetariat of “restimony by
irdividoals" heard by the miesion in Coba were enclosed with the latter
"in provisional form". tLastly, vou stated din your letter rhat tha visiting
mizsion would he grateful if the Cuban Goverament walld "make known its
ceagtion” to the documents enclosed, and at the same time you informed the
Government khat the mission would mest aqatt in Geneva on 16 January to
eonsider its drafc repors.

With regard to this letter apd the matarial enclosed, I should like to
gxpress the deepest concern at the late dake on which this documentation was
delivered to Anbassador Carlos Lechuga in Gensva, namely, 16 December 1938,
and the brisf period of bime qiven us to reply.

as you will no doobt remember, you informed the Coban authoriktiesz that
Mp, John Face, the mission secretary,. would provide the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs with a list of gases the mission considered "humanitarian” and with
the matarial in guastian before leawing Havana.

ambasgader Josd Pérez Novoa, Internacional Organizations Director in this
Ministry, accordingly asked Mr, Pace for this makterial; Mr. Eadl Foa Haurl,
the Depety Minleter pressed the point with you on the very day of your
departure, actually at the aiyport, on 26 September 1988,



Although Me. Pace promised to send the material as soon as he retorned ho
Geneva, that 2id not happen, and we accocdingly instructed Ambassador Lechuda
E5 point oyt to you once again thak the informstion would have bto be sent to
Cuba as z9on 2= poesible if our awthorities were sxpected L0 make any comment
on it. Ambassador Lechuga asked you for it on two oocasions, on 11 October
Bnd 36 Hovenber 1908,

n 9 December, aftetr a masting between Ambassador Lechuga and the
viziting mission, he was promised that he would be given the documentation by
Tuesday, 13 Decenbmr, at the latast, Nevertheless=, as You Know, iL was not
recelved by cuar Permanent Mission uptil 16 December, and not wnkil =ome days
later in Navana.

The fact that thesze documents were in the secretarlat’s possession from
Seprember onwards but were not made available to us until 1l Decenber sesms Lo
us inexplicable,

Despite the fact that this delay makes it difficalt for us to reply by
16 January, slnce we have to sxamine the points raized in the documentakion
gericusly caze by gase, the Cuben Government will make every effort ko copply
with the mizzion's reguest, although it had hoped to have a more reasonable
pericd of time for the purpose than it actually has. It is not our
responsibility if the reply cannot cover all the cases and contain all the
necessary details.

In parforming this btask Coba will have fulfilled itz undectaking to
tollaborate in tha full saxacution of the mandate given te the mission by the
Conmission on Hyman Rights in decision 1988/106. It only remains for the
mission to finalize its report and submit it to the Commission.

I have to tell you, Mr. Chalrman, that as far as my Govechment 15
concerned this examination will conglude the entice procedure relating to
declzion 19887106, It iz obyiouws that in view of the human rights sitvation
in our country, which the missicn had an opportunity to see for itself, the
only thing to be done is to seek So-gperation from all other membars of the
international community without axception apd rot Erom Cuba in patticular.

Tha way Cuba has behaved has no precedent in the Commizszion's hi=tory,
whether as regards the facilities provided {including a prolongation of the
visit from 5 to 10 days, previous announcement in the press of telephone
numbers to call in order to regquast a hearing and our sugqestion that the
period during whieh such reguests cculd be made should be extended, which the

mizaion willingly accepted), arf as regapds the nature of the invitation itself.



When the regultzs of the nizzion's obzervations and Cuba's rewly are
consideread, ik will be pozsible to sas that there are wary few countries n
the world — if any - with such a claar and olean human rights record as Cuba.
Any attampt to single Coba out as a spacial case will be most vigaraously
rejected by us.

I am informing you of my Government's position because we have learned
through Ambassador Lechuga that there are views regqarding & possible
suggestion along those lines by the mission and because it is important that
you should be aware of our conviction that any attempt toe continue the

consideration of human rights in Cuba, where there are no ancmalous situations
ta juseify ik, is unacceptable.

Arecept, Sir, the assorances of my highest eonsideration.



Arneay X

LETTER DATED @ FEBRUARY 1989 FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE GROUP
ADDRESSED TO ME. JOSE RAUL VIERA LINARES, ACTING MIWISTER
FOK FOREIGH AFFATRS OF CUBA

Slc,

I have the honour to refer to your letter of 9 Jamnvary 1989 transmitted
to us opn 16 Japoary 1989 by His Excellency, The FPeghanent Representative of
Cuba at Genava, and addressed to me {n my capscity as Chairman of the group
established in accordance with Commizsicn on Human Rights decision 198E/108.

This letter was hpoughk ko the groop's attemtion at Lts meetings held
from 16 & 20 Japwary 1949, The group has requested me to communicate ko you
the following clarifications:

1. We are scmevhat puzzled by the referance to the "views" supposedly
expressed by the gpoup regarding a possible extension of the consideration of
the situatiosn of human rights Lo Cuba,., The group hasz always unanimously held
the wiew that such a decision can be taken only by the Commission on

Human Righks, since the group's mandate iz ¢learly defined in

decizion 198B/106 and is guite explicit., Your concern isc umwarranted sither
by the facts or by the terpms of the decision establishing the group.

2. Tha group regards its secretariat as having acted at all times on its
hehalf and in accordance with 1ts instructions, and if there is any
respansibility to be attributed, it is the group that mast be held ac<ountable.

In view of the foregoing. allow me to feassuce ¥you of the group's desire
to carcy out its mandate with complete objectlivity, T pemain convinced of the
fieed ko maintain its independemnce and impartiality at all bimes in the
interest of myltilateral dialogue For the common causa of homan rights.

Bceepk, Sir, the asgurances of my highest ceonsideration.



Annex XVY
QUESTIONS ON CONSTITUTIONAL AND LEGAL MATTERSE CONTAIMED IN THE
WOTE SENT BY THE GROUE oi 29 AUGUST 14988 TO THE GOWVERNMENT OF
O0B4 AND HOT ANSWERED BY THE GOVERNMENT

1. Individual liberty {articles 72, 73, 74 and 1% of the Penal Code and

articles 3, 9, 11 and 12 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights)
With pafersnses to dangerous states and individual) liberty, the note sent
to the Government of Cuba had the folleowing to aay:

*h 'dangerous state' ig defined as 'the spegial proclivity of a
particular persom to commit cEfences, a3 demonsatrated by conduct clearly
at uariaécn with the standards of socilalist morality' f{art.72). what ace
‘khae stﬁndnrd: of acclalist morality' and who is responsible for
¢stablishing them? Why ls a perscon who mersly maintains links or
relations with persons who constibtute a potentipl threat to the society,
cther persons and social, sconemic and political order of the socialisk
State pfficially warnad 'against engaging in socially damgerous of
criminal activitieg' [apt,78}7?

In connackion with so-called 'anti-social scopductt (are.73);

{a) What is meant by habitual ipnfringement &f the rulsa of Tsocial
coeilsteance', who determines what these rules are and on the bhasls of
what criteria are they establizhed? (b)) What is meant by "sogial
parasite?, who datermines when a pecson is a social parasite and on the
basis of what terms of referenca? (o} What is neant by "socially
teprehensible vices', wht determings their sxistenca and on the basis of
what criteria? {4) Could not the pre-criminal pecurity measures limiting
the freedom of a person deemed to be in a 'dargercus state' be osed to
restrict the freedom of persons whose relations with the Government ace,
for political r=asons, not of the best? (=] Would a person's freedom be
limited without cecourse to judicial process and exclusdively oo the basis
of a certain proclivity to so—ralled anti-social conduat?®

2. Mninietration of justice {article 122 {a} and |b) of the Constitution

and article 10 of the Thiversal Declaration of Human Rightx)
on the gbjackives of the courts, the note asked the following questions:



3.

What iz meant by 'socialist lagality' end by 'safeguarding the
economic, secial and political régime established in this Constitution®?
What would happen If the Protsction of these principles came into
conflict with the citizens' rights providad for in the Constitytion and
the laws?"

Freedom of movewent (articles 215, 216 and 21T of the Penal Code and

article 12 of tha Universal Declaration of Human Rights)

note

4.

On the gquegtion of illegal entry into and departure from the country, the
sent to the Government of Cuba raad as follows:

*aithough the Penal Code guaranteas the right fresely to snter apd
leave Cuban teccitory, it also eatab)lishes that the exercise of thiﬁ
right ghall be regulated by law. What are the administrative and legal

requiremeants for leaving and re-antering the countryz"

‘Freadom of religion, expreseion and the press {(articles 103, 10%, 115

and 144 of the Penal Code and articles 2, 18 apd 19 of the Universal

Declaration of Human Fightz!}

On the offence of enemy propaganda, the Group asked the following

gquestions:

ware

YWhat is maant by inecitement 'against the social order, intarnational
solidarity or the socialist State'? Could this article be uzed to
pravent the free axercise of political coriticism and the control of the
authoritims by the people? Could it constitute a threat £o persons who
disagree with government policy, both in Cuba and abrocad? Lastly, the
fact of using the media to express cpinicons at varlance with those of the
Government 2onstitutes, in accordante with article 103, paragraph {cl, an
aggravating clecumstance as regards the cffence defiped as enemy
propaganda. Would this article constitube a threat to persons who oppossa
the political pdgime in Cuba? Would thi= imply recognition by the
criminal law of the prohibition of the vge of the media toc express
ppinionz at variance with those of the Goverpmmenti"

With reference to the offence of cavsing alarm, the following guastions
asked;

How is it datermined when an act, because of the nature, means or
occasion of its execution, 'tends to cause public alagm with the z2im of
creating conditions affecting the security of e State'? What is meant
by 'security of ths State’ and by 'cavsing alarm'?*



On the dissemination of false ipformation against internaticonal peace,
the Group asked the following gueztion:
"n the hagis of what crikteria do the avthorities determine the

falaity of an item of information and the extent to which information
which is indeed false may "disrupt ipternational peace' or ‘endanger the
prestige or credit of the Cuban State or its good relations with ancther
State!z®
On the offence of disrespect, the note contained the following questions:
What form of political eriticism might be defined as not offensive
and not insultipg to the political authoritie=? Could this article
conskirate an obstacle to compliance with the ¢constituticnal provision
granting the people the right to fontrel its refresenkatives and possibly
revake their mandate?

5. Freedom of assembly, expression and assogiation {articles 7 and %2 of ths

Constitution, azrticles 34, para. 5, 57, paras, 1, 6 and 10, 58, paras. 5, &
and 7, 98 armd %9 of the Penal Code and article 20 of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights? -

With regard to the rele of the mass ocrganizatlons, the note read as
follovss

“Areicle 34, paragraph 5, article 57, pacagraphs 3, § and 10, ard
artigle S8, paragraphs 57, confar certain funckion: on the mass
organizgations, such as supervising a number of penalties, and monitoring
and guidipg persons on whom penalties have been imposed and persons
released on parole. Do these organizations have the necesgary
gualificaktions bt perform these functions? What bype of training
duaranteess the succegsful performance of these functions? Are there any
gppeal mechanisms against dacizions taken by representatives of the mass
srganizakichs?™
On the offapcae of rebellisn, the note sent to tha Government of Cuoba

asked the following questionn:

"What 1z meant by 'ot other unlawful means' (art.99%)7 Does it mean,
for example, that menbers of any anregiatered asacciation that might seek
partial changes in the Constitution or the economic, social or political
redime in Cuba may be charged with rebellion for having vsed an unlawful
means ko achieve one of the abhjectives set forth in arkicle 98,

paragraph 17"



6. Freedom of education and consclence [article 38 [Ad) of the Constikution

and article 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights)
Article 28 [Constitution) The State crients, fomentz and promotes education,
culture and science in all thedlr manifestations.
Its edugational and cultural policy is based on the followipng principles:
{d) BAgtistic creativity iz free as long as its content iz not contrary
to the Bavolution. Forms of expression of art are freep
on artiscic creativity, the note asked the followlng gquestions:

"Hhat 1s meant by the following in the context of this
constitutional provision: ‘*khe Revolution'; the Revclublomacy
Governmenty its principal institubions and leaders; its ideological and
political basesT? Who deatermines the sphstantive character of a work of

art and wha establishes when guch a work is contrary to 'the Revolution®?



Anpex KVIT

"LO3 DERECHOS HUMANOZ EN LA LEGISLACION VIGENTE CUBAWA™, BY
DH. PARLO LLAGRE HAURELL, HEAD OF THE LEGAL SECTION OF THE
CUBAN COMMITTEE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, HAVANA, 2 AUGUST 1988

I. THE BPENAL OODE
by Lr., Pablo Llabré Raurell

Disregard by Cuban lawmakers for the rights recognized in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights {United Hations, 10 Decembar 1948) is5 sometimes sa
flagrant that vialatisns of the Universal Declaration have become
ingtitutionalizead and often form part of the laws in forem in Cuba. The
ourpose o thiz report 1a mot Lo condemn any particular agency or avthority,
bk, rather, to make the Cuban suthorities aware, throngh national and
international public opinlon, of the nesad to remedy Such viciations by means
of draft amendments to be submitted to the Hational Assembly oFf People's Powerp
a0 Az not to Jeopardize the individual rights of citizens,

In a latkar addressed b the Director-Genaral of UNESCO,

Dr. Julian Hoxlay, on 25 Hay 1947, Mahatma Gandhi said: “We are worthy of the
right to life only if we do our duty as citizens of Ehe world®.

Feferencs is made below Yo some of the main violations which are, in ouz
view, coptained jn Act MNo. 62 of 29 December 1987 (Penal Code), the legal text
which will be analysed in this reporct.

PEHAL CODE

Article 12 gstates: “Preparatory actas are ponizhable anly in the casse of
offences againet tha security of the Stacte™. This distinceion by Caban
lawmnakers 15 mmde far the obvious political purpose of scifling all
oppositicon. This article ls contrary to articles 10 and 11 of the Universal
Declaration of Homan Rights.

Article 16 provides for ¢riminal cesponsibility at 19 years of aqe.

This article contradict= arkicle 3 of the Family Code, which sets the age
of majority and the age for contracting marriage at 16 years, anpd Aot Mo, 49
(Labonr Codae), under which the laga) working age is 17 yaars. A paraon who is
not old enough to work of to marry ia, thus, deemed o posSges’ Criminal
capacity., A lé-year—old person is not mature enough o pnderstamnd the foll

import of his agejons and to gonduck himgelf accordingly,



Article 29 providez for the death penalty.

With regard to this atcicle, wa are of the opinion chat, ia the case of
offences of an obviously political nacure (offenced against the security of
the Stata, offences against che internal security of the State) and in view of
the fact that the neabers of the judiclary are elsctad in sach a way that
there iz no quarantes of a fair trial (see "The Haw Penal Code apd
Human Rights", by the sape autheor)l, the death penalty should nat au:'l_:'.t].ﬂ;'r |e=ncept
in time of war, sobject to a declacation) because it would be contrazy to
articles 3, 10 &and 11 of the Universal Declaration of Humen Rights.

Article 44 provides for the "confiscation of propacty",

This additional penalty congists in dispossessing an offender of all or
pact of his property and transferring it to the State, It applies, 1f the
court should so decide, in the case of offences againit the security of the
State.

Uhder this additional penalty, the State seizes bhe offender’s pronetty,
including that bBearimg no relation whatever to the oFfenca committed {in the
caze of an offence against th& ascurity of the Stats}.

Thia article of the Penal Code iz a flagrant violation of acticle 17 of
thea Universal Declaration of Human Righta, which states: "Ho one shall be
arbitracily deprived of his peopecty™.

Acticle 47 relates to judicial decisians by the courts,

Strangely, it mtates: "The conrts shall determine the langkh of the
santenca on thé basiz of the socjalist legal consclence™, Doad this legal
conacience guarantes a falr and rrasonable sentence in the caas of offences of
A political nature? Ho comment {= necegsary.

Articles 72 ta %) relate To ™a dangerous state™ and to Tsecurity

measyres”,

On the basia of this archaic institution, a personh mav be imprisoned ar,
in other words, deprived of his freedowm without having commltted an offence of
any Kind, on the pratext of prevencing the commission of an offence. It ix
sftan used for political purposes. It is contrary bt article 9 of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which statea: "Ho one shall be
subjected to arbitrary arrest, datention or exile™.

Article 103 relates to the offence of "enemy propaganda®.

In criminal law, "snemy propaganda”™ meang the act of lnciting or sticring
up the maszses agjainst the State and for the epemy, loglcally, in time Of wac,



subject to a declaracion, sinca, 1f there was ne decliaration of war, there
wiould be no enemy in the legal senzg of the term amd, thus, no offence.

In pmace time, this ocffence exists only In caQntries whete the cight to
freedom of thought, opinion and expressicn is nob respectred.

Article 103 is a viglation of articlez 13 and 1% of the Universal
Daclaration of Homan Rights.

Article 150 relates to a new offence Known as "unlawtul encichment”™.

This provision ceads: "Any avuthority, official or smployse who, either
dizecetly or through a third party, incurs axpenzes of ingreasez nis capltsl o
that of a thicd party in a dispeoporticnately lacrge amount in kterms of his

lawfu]l imcome, withoub proving the lawfulpsess of Ehes means used to incur such

EXDENEES ,..".

As may be seen, the accused is under an obligarion to prove his innogence
ar, in other words, the lawfulness of the means wsed, This provision is
coptrary to the poinciple of asousatory procedure on which our Systhem is baged
and according to which the burden of proof lias with the prosssution, not the
defendant, who is, in principle, prespmed innoacent.

Thizs article is contrarcy to article 11 af the Dnivecrscal Declaration of
Human Rights, whigh states: "Everyone charged W@ith a pepnal offence has the
right to be presumed jnnocent untii proved guilty ...".

Article 108 refaors ko the offence of "unlawful association™,

The way in which this offence ie descrined by the lawmakers feopardizes
the right of citlzens to frecdom of paaceful acscciation, This provicien is
thus contrary to article 20 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
which states: "Everyons has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and
assoclation™.

Brticle 238 provides for the so-galled offence of "unlawful econcmic
agiivity”, [der this proviaion, it is an offence to engage in any work af
cemmersial activity that iz not regulated by the State, which has subrogated
the right o grant or award licances to certain citizens for the performance
of such astivities.

This provision is conttratry to articla 23 of the Universal Declaration of
Huoman Rights, which states that evervyone has the right to fres cholce of
employment. It is also contrary o article 23 of the Universal Declacation,

which astates that sveryons has the right to an adequate standard of living for
himself and for his family,



These ace, in our view, the main violakions of the Oniversal Declaration
of Human Rights conktained in Aot M. 62 of 29 Decembec 1987 (Penal Code), We
hope that thix ceport will Blp in Some way to prevent such violationa,

Havana, 2 Auguat 1938

{signad) Dr. Pahlo Llabré Raursll
Chief of the Legal Saction
Cuban Hyman Rights Commitbes



- 5. -
THE CONSTITUTION OF.CUBA AND THE OUNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAH RICHTS

{By Mr. Feblec Llabré Raurell)

¥r. Chairman, distinguished members of the Delegationaf the
Human Rights Commission of the United Nations to descibe the
human righjé violations in just a few mimutes, }inlaiinns suffered
by owr natien over thirty yeers period would be difficudlt indeed,
none the less I will very briefly explain the main vioclations of
human r ights contzined 'in the very legal bodies that govern the
life of our nation although it may seem incredeble in a nation
vinich is a signatory of the Universal Declaration of Humen Rights
epprovec and proclaimed by the United Hations on. the I0th of
December of I943 there ara_articles in the existinzg legal texts
of our country that go agalnst the very.provisiﬂns of the
declaration, The main violations contained in our consiitution
the present constitation of cur countiry which demonetirates that
there is disregard by Cuban suthorities of the highest level of =
large number of the individusl rights of our citizens. In
discussing the metter of the comstitution. ¢f our republie it is
necessary to highlight the c¢ult of the personality that derives

from the name of Fidel Castro. Furthermore, the faithfulness te
a foreign power the Soviet Unich is patheticzlly stated in the
gonetitution it=elf whers the preamble contains the following -ords
auppgr%ed with the co-operaticn &f the Soviet Unlon this is also

in article I2 of the constitution itself, In chapter one which
establishee the political soctirl economic basis of the state and

it saye in artic¢le five of our constitution that the communist



party of Cuba 1g the highest guiding force of the =oeiety in the
etate and that it guides the shared efforts efforts of the people
toward the contribution of socialism, Az you can see this article
coenstitutes a vioplaticn eof the provisiens of article 20, 21 of
article 21 of the Univeral Declaration which estatlishes the right
of any person to participate in the guvernmént of the country and
1o have equal agcess to publie office in the country, Article 26
of the constitution c¢ontains g violation by ommission since it doesn't
szy befores what authority or through what method: or under vhat

law complaints ean be ledged for abuses by functionary an official
of the state against & citizen of the country this article viclates
artiele ¢ of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. in
chapter two the one on ¢itizanship the followlng is in article 32
sub paragraph C this artical violates I5.2 of the Universal
Deﬁlaratiun since it arbitrarily deprives of netionzlity those

that in any way conspire against the speizlist state abread. This
causes loss of netionality by a decree of the state without the
neesd for s trizl. In *he section ca the family the constitution
in its earticle 37 esteblishes the obligatioh of parents to educate

their children and fo prepare them for life in a eccialist sdciety-
this articie vioplates 26.3 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights which states thet parents will have prefersntial right to
chooge the type of educetien that they went to give %o their
children, likewige, chapter 4 of the constitution on Bducation

end Culturs in 1ts article 38 pub~paragraphs A and C once again
vislates mrticle 26 sub— papragraph C of the Universal Declarstion



of Human Rightm ainee it sstablishes in article A of article 38
that the state which is the aole party reapomsible for educatien
hasis its educatienal and ouwltural policy on the scientifie viaew

¢f the world established by Marxism Leniniem and likewise in
sub-paragravh C it establishes that the state promotes the communist
training of new generations in other words parents are obliged by
the text of the constitution thats the wvery highezt law making
level to give & communist education to their children in other
words they don't have the right ic cheose any other tyve of
edncaticn, Catholic educaticn or any other type of education.
ATticle 38 sub-paragraph Dof the constitution states that arvistic
creation is free creative activity is free as lonz as its centent
is not confrary to the revelution as you can see this sub-paragreph
violates the contents of article IS of the Universal Declaration

of Humen Rights since it only gives freedom of artistic creativisy
if it is constistant with the revolution but there can be neo
critieism of the revolution whatsgever because that is what is
provided under that artiecle.  Article 5 of the constitution the

one on equality in ifs grticie 41 and also 4I 42 rather violate

artleles I of +the Universgl Dec¢laration of Human Rights The first
article because of discrimination on the basis of religeous or
poritical opinien., The article 41 establishes that there is +to be
no diserimination on the basis of race sex colour er national

origin but it deoes not make any mention of diserimination being
probibited on the basis of raoligeous or political beliefs those
terms are not in the text of the constitution snd the next article
article 42 which estabvlishes the rights of citizens to the conguests
of the revolution says that those rightsare egual for éll that there
is 1o be mo diserimination en the basis of Tace sex or colour or
natienal origin but hers again mention of decrimination on the

basis of religeous belief or political opinion is omited and this

is & violation of the Universal Declaration.of Human Richts.

As you know, it is a violation of articles I znd 2 of the Universal
Declartion. |



In article 42 itself which refers %o the rights of citizens
it says that everyone hes a right eccording to compacity eccording
to hi= skills to access to public administation to public office
as far as we know there is no ofiieial in the public administation
ther: {is no high level etate official that openly expresses religecus
balief nor ere there any officials who are not members of the
politiczl party in our country so this is alse contrary %o what
iz ir the conetitution it plso says thet wefical atiention in a1
hospitals are given on an equal basis to all citizens but Tthis isn't
trup dDacsvee there are specisl hospitels such as Seemex and only
the high govermment officimls have access to that hospital
not the people. In that Seemex hospital there are all tha most
modern facilities in the field of modern medicine but this is
only svailable to government lezders.

The text of the constitution aays itself eays that everone has ths
right te the use of public $ransportation without discriminatien,
now, in our country there iz transportation that cannxet be naid
for by National ecurren2y so that means that the population can't
use those forms of transportation its only foreigners whe can
pay in foreign curreney that can uge those means of transport

sp this is diserimination. The same applies to the beaches, it is

sz2id that the beaches are equally available %o all, that they
belong to all but distinguished members of the delegation we must
tell you that there are beaches, there are reorts such as Caiulargo
parts of the Barularo parts of the beaches in Havana, luxurary
resorts that can only be enjoyed by those citizens that ecan npay

in foreign currency. Cubans can't pay with foreign currency
because that's prohibited under the penal code, it's g orime uvnder
the penal code so there is a diserimination as far as sur citizens



are concerned, This very hotel the Commedoro where I have the
henour today to address this distinouished delegation of the United
Nations is one which can where rooms can be peid for only with
foreign currency its impossible to pay here in National currencies
60 I have the pleasure of being here in this hotel only because I
was invited by this delegation , otherwise I wouldr®t have been
able to enter the door, had I entered I wouldn't have been able

to use any of the facilities here in the hotel.

In chepter & of +the ¢onatitution, %o g0 m with the text of the
constitution the duties, rights and fundemental guarantess are
established, in article 52 it says that citizens are given freedom
of expression and freedom of the press; but then it goes on to
pay that in eccordance with the rules of the socialist society.
How if freedom of expressicon and freedom nf'the rregs are allowed
vut only in accordsence with the goals of socialist society well
this demonstrates that this is a violation of article I2 of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, because any critisimn any
use of the right of freedom of expression freedom of the press
thats ot in sccordance with the goals of socialist society is
pronibited under the text of the constitution itself. Likewise
artiele 34 of the constitution states that it is illezgal to onnose
to have religeous Pelisf pitied againet the revolution to make just
one gxamnle of punishment in the course of the use of revolution
for the expressicn of religeous belief people are punished for .
clandestine publications and s¢ on and so forth but all-of this
i5 & violation of article I8 of the Universal Declartion which
savs that any individual has the right to freedom of thought of
concience and of religion.



Article 6I of the constitution of the Hepublies states that none
¢f the freedoms recognised for the citizens can be excercised against
the goals of the socialist stete. This article, just reading of
this artisle is enough te see that the constitution is in wiolation
of the tennants of the Universal Declarsion of Human Rights. This
article 61 limits the freedoms that are recognised in the constitution
iteelf and therefow slmost all of the thirty poimts contained in
the Universal Daclaratiom.

+Lestly, as far as the constitution of the Republic ies eoncermned
it i= appropriate to peint mut that in aﬁr country there is no
Court that provides constitutional guarantees, a court where

¢itizens can lodge complaints for sbusss of their rights under the

constitution. Thernn the rights and guarantees offered by the

constitution to¢ the ¢itizens are, in fact, not fully guaranteed

becaure there is nos such tribunal that can provide thesze guarantees,



Annex ¥VIIL

"INFORME SOBRE AGRESIGNES BIOLOGICAS CONTRA LA REPUBLICA DE CUBA",
HAHDED TO THE GROUP BY THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE ON 22 SEPTEMBER 1388

REPORT ON BIOLOGICAL AGGRESSION AGATRST THE REFUBLIC OF COBA

Duripg the period from 1971 oo 1981, a Beries of extracrdinacy sitvations
-oceucesdi in the Bepublic of Cuba, causing disessex in hwwans, animals and
crops., Onea of the particunlarities of these diseases wasa the epidenic
eharaéter or their effect on economic crope over large surfaces.

The total losses suffered by the country during the epidemics of denque
and haemcrehagic copjunctivitis, the epizocotic diseases in pigs and the
epiphytotic diseases ooculring in sugar cane arkd Lobadoo were great. For
instance, as a result of the discase caused by rust 1n sugar cane, losses
amcunted to approximately $F400-600 millicon the disease in tobacco caused by
blue mould resolted in losses of over 351 million {data prowided by the
Kational Tobacoo Avthority) and as a result of the African swine faver, in
1980 alone, the losses were over $9 million., The losses Lof the counktry
caused by the hasmorrhagic dergue cannot be calculated Erom the sconomic
viewpoint, since this epidemic led to 158 deacths, and such a loss cannct be
aasezzed in economic terms. In addition,; thers was the high sickness rate
recorded not only during the dangue eplidemic but alse during thw haaemcrrhagic
conjunctivitis epidemic.

The economic considerations alev include those efforts related to the
arganization of measures to combat thess disesses, not oply in tepms of
materials resources but human cesnucces.

The study of the development of these epidemics showed that they spread
g8a fast and reached such dimensicns bacanse in their early stages, for a
variety of reasons, effective measures could not be taken to eliminate them.
The main Aifficulty in combating these spidenic, epizootic and epiphytotic
outhbreaks was that the ajtyations that arcae were inhabitual and in & mmper
of cases, the specialists had little knowledae of them. The main Eeatures of
these diseases will be auamarized below,

Brideniclogical aituation

Under thiz heading we shall deal with the infectious djiasasss that
agourred in Coba dogring the decade from 1971 to 1981 and affected hunans,
animals and crops amd which, because of the characteristics and development of
these epidenics, might ba sttribuoted to or be connected with biclogical

measures affecting our territory.



The epidemiclagical pattern of the case rate for babitwal contagious
diseasas during the decade from 1971 to 1981 corresponded to expectations, in
line with the prooress and syccesses achieved in public health as a result of
the efforts made in thisz field by our Farty and Revolutionary Government.

The geaneral behavigur pattarn of the incidence of contagious cases
changed mar%edly with the apbearance of "axotic" inhabitual diseazss "in Cuba,
the dengue epidemics of 1977 and 1%38l, and the epidenic of haemorrhagle
conjuncrivitis., They affected and spread rapidly throughout the ccuantey,
cansing hundreds of thousamds of cases of sickness and 1538 deaths doe to the
eplidemic of nacmorchaglc dengue.
fa} Dangue e=pidemic L977-1988

In 1977 a depgue epidemic broks ovt. Thare were no records of the
oogurrence of this diseage in Cuba atfter 1944, when a minor cutbhreak was
reported ip the Vedads Aixrrjck of Havana,

In the gourse of the epldemic 477,440 cases were reported, The aftermath
gf the epidemic contimused durimg 1378 with 1,497 cases.

The evolution of tha epidemic was characterized as explosive, spreading
rapidly to all provinces chroughout the counery,

The provinces moat affected were Santiage de Cuba, Ciudad Habapa and
Yilla Claras.

The epideminlogical situation concerning dengoe prior to 1977 continuad
te be favougable for a2 long time, as is confirmed by the sercloglczl studies
condocted by Doctor Pedro Masa Lago and other weiters, which denonatcated the
Abgzence of antibodisa to dengue 2 in perscne apder 4% years of age (&), In
other words, for at least 45 vears before the investigaticon, no major
cutbrears of depque had occurced in Coba.

The above Fact: allow us to reach the concluzion that the epidemics of
dengue in Cuba might have bLeen caused by the introduction of the wirus,
Horeover, the apidemic of dengue that occurred in L977-1968 was not related to
the epidemic in 1981, This &enclogion is bagsed, in the Iirat place, on the
difference in the type of virus whiech cauged the epidemics, ag well as on the
itntarval of rime Of almost theee yearse betwesn the two epidemics, during which
the virus was not in circulation (the fact that thare were no cases) and coold

not be preserved in natuce {(the Eact that there was no patural hosc).



(b} Haemporrhegic dengue spidamic in Cuba in 1981

There being previous insténces in Cuba of a dangue epidemic (serotype
(1)), which affected tha antice country, a nev apidemic was intrecduced which
has besn established as breaking oubk ak the sand of May. The initial diagnosis
made was unspecifled nephrosenephritia for mild cases and menirgococia for
sericus ones. Epidemiological research revealed bthe axistence of a new
epizode of dengue whose characteriastics and the serious clinical vattern
corresponded to a new serotype. Virological studies confirmed that che
offender was dengue zerotyps I, which had been daliberately introdoced
intentionally inta the country., This was proved in studies conducted for this
purpase and which showed that the probable dabte of introduction was Februoary
and Marcch, in the monicipality of Bayeras..

The apidemic was characterized by it rapid dizsemination, Within a
ghort eime ie affocted the eptire country, resuliting in a eotal of 344,203
cageas and in & rate pat thousand inhabitants, by age groups, of 24.1 for
children under ocne year of age; 24,5 for children from onge o four years
aldy 25.8 for children from Eive ep 14 yearsz old and 28.6 for pecsons 15
vears of age and over.

33.7 per cent of the cases reguired hoapitalization, 9iving a total of
116,143 admiszions, of whieh 59,3203 cagea were recorded as gerious and 1,108
CAagan A5 axtremsly sarious,

The epidemic cost tha covntey 158 lives, of which 10Ul were children under
15 years of age and 57 persons of 15 yeara of age and over,

A careful study and analysis of the aapects related to the emerqence and
evolution of the spidsmic astablished that thersa wes no logical explanation
for many of these agpecks from the viewpoinkt of the natwral course of an
anjdemis process. 1In the £irat place, pricr to the amergence of the diseans
in Cuba, there had besn no ontbreaks of epidemics caused by virus 2 in any
counktry in tie world.

In the pocmal coursze of events, the diseasze gaused by vieups 4 could have
hean expected bo ofcur in Cuba since at that cime, it was spreading through a
number of Caricbean ialands. The pomssible importation of the dismaze from &8
natuaral foral point in tha south sast Aslan countr ies was ruled ouk. We Rote
thak prior to 1977 thate had besn no dengoe epidemic in Cuba for a very lona
time, 2ince the last cutbreak (20 cases) occurced in 1944, whils in the period
batwean 1344 and 1977 neighbour ing countriss recorded dengue epidemics
{Puerto Rico, 1963 and 1%68; Santo Domdingo L1971 and 1972; Haitd 1964, 1965,



1971 and 19727 Colombia 1971 and 19725 Trinidad and mach of the Cacibcbean
regicon 1971), The above indicate that the Importation of the virve on Cuban
territery is not a normal oggurence, desplte the exiscence in Cuba of facters
facilitating, if the virus were introdoced, the spread of the epldemic (the
sensibility of the population and the larqe nombecs of the cacrier). WNor is
there a sarizfaectory logical axplanatisn of the fact that in the last

tive vears two major epidemics of desngue have ocCulred in Cuoba whereas this
disease did not opcur for nomerous decades,

iz} Epildenic haewmorrhagic conjunctivitis

Thia dizease was reported on our continent on 20 Apgust 198} in Suriname
although ik had already bespn pregent in that countrry for gzome months. On
29 Auguet, the Pan American QOFfice reported for the first time, in addition to
Suriname, similar cukbreaks in Hondpras and the northern coast of Colombia,
Although there were 0o records of exchanges with those counctries, the Lirst
cases of this disease were reported in our countiy on 3 September in hospitals
in Cludad des Aabana. Four days later the apidenic was geesn to be spreading
rapidly, reaching nine provinces and the special municipality of the Isla de
la Juventud (Provincia Habana, Cliuvdad Hanana, Matanzas, Villa Clara,
Cienfueqos, Sapctl Spiritus, Camaguey, Granma, Santiago de Cubal, affecting
the entice counkry on 15 September L¥Bl when cases began to be reported in the
Province of Guantapamo.

Epizookiclogical aitvation

Under kthiz heading attenticn is confined to fundamental azpects of
epizootiological problems with exotic causes.

African swine fevar

It was detected in Cuba for the First time in May 1971 in a fattening
unit in the province of La Habana. It spread rapidly from this source throuagh
Provincia Habana and Cindad Habana. In all 33 outbreaks affecting
32,524 animals were detected, 15 in Cindad Habane apd 1B in Provingia Habana,

To controal and eradicate thea aplzootic diseage, it wasz nscegszary ko
avacuste the pigs from the two provinces affected, which had a pig population
of over 460,000 and to establizsh severe anti-eplzcotic measures,

These actions resulted In heavwy loases in this sector of our econcmy.
Subsaquently, it was learnt that the introduction of this disease on the

pational kercitory was due to enemy activity.



bespite the peasures taken in Coba and closely following the course of
thia diseaze in a2 nukeber of ¢ountries, the outbceaks of Lhkis disease in 1978
in Brazil, Haiti end the Dominlcan Repuklic caused a state of health alert to
be decread at the national level, The dizease [eappeated in Cuba in 1980 in
the most eastein province (Guantazname),., The initial outbreak occuxced in the
municipality of Baracca amd when it had been detected, a s#tate of health
emergency was deoreed for the antire country,

Froe thiz initial outbrsak, the disseage spread bEhroughout the province
with 27 outbreaks confirmed in 10 centres located In % of the 10
minicipalities of the province. Bafore the meagsures Nad time to become
effective, the diseass spread ko the provipge of Sankiage de Lubia, whece Lour
of the nine fwnicipalities wersa affeacted with 15 confirmed citbresks, reaching
the Province of Hooguin whera four outbreaks were derected in 4 oot of the 14
municlipalities of the province.

Total losses amounted to 250,000 pigs and the evaguation of the pig
populaticn of large areas.

The rapidity and effectiveness of the measures kaken includipng the
evscuaticn of the total pig population from the centres of infection and the
sutraunding areaz preventad the eplicotlc outbrieak from spreading to the other
provinces of the country.

The eplzaoticlogical =tudies condgcted ruled cut the possibility of its
inteodoction by the foodstuffs bought by Haitian emigranks artiving in Suc
cognkry, Doring these studies, migratory bicds were captored in whose tissoe
and entrails the African swine faver virus was isolated, Two of the captotad
birds were ringed with sealz bearing the inscription "Advisze bitd ban" of
Wazhingkon, USA and a serial number,

Apparent lumpy skin digesse in catktle

Mot previously recorded in our countty or reported in the Caribbean area,
Scuth Amercica and Horeh Emerica,. An spizootic corbreak was detecied early in
August 1981 in the peovince of Villa Claza, starking in the mopiclipality of
Placetas. Tha main feature of this benign caktle disease, occutring mainly in
South Africa, waz one that it spraad rapjdly, covering tha antitre naticnal
tarcitorcy in a short time,

Epiphytotlc situation

Under this heading attention will e confined to a number of the diseazes
that have affected our oroaps in regent yearg and whoga axotic charactar make

them of spezcial interegt in the present report.




Cane cysk
Thiz iz a& digeaze which can have fzriouns economic consegquences when there
are kighly suscaptible varisties such ag the B-436%, Its agenk is the Iungus

Puccinag melianocephala, highly contaglous in climates such as ours.

This fungus appmared in a vwirulent form in the 19%79-15%0 sugar cane Qrop
and advereely affected our sugar cane harvest., It shouwld be noted that
al thopgh this fupgus affacts other arsas of the Caribbean and there is the
possibility that its spores were conveyed by the alr curxzents, it should be
actressed that it was extremely virulent and that its appearance and
Propaqation do not corregpond to the icgical course of the air currents,
Besides this, there is the circwstance that the mozt prodoctive variety of
sagat cane in the cpuntry was suscephtible to rust,
Bloe monld

Thia dissage iz sharacterized by 1ts pathdgenic agdrassivity, capid
diggsemlnation and the conslderable damage it dos: to crope, Ib iz cavsed by

the fungus Peronosporda tabacina and itz principal means Of propagation are the

wind, the use of infected seed, farm implements, men and animals, Once the
funqus iz egtablished, the residue of crops infegted by it serve as a source
of primacy infection for gesd beds and future harvests.

Thie Aisease had not ocoucred in our countey for 20 years. Congsequantly,
when it appearad it deatroyed wirtually al) our ecieps. Its pehavicor and
virdlence leads us to suspect that it 13 a typs of Peroncspora different from
the one we Know,

The diseases which had gevere repetcussions on owur oropas include Segata
da] arpoz causing considerable losgeg at a time when the production of rice
was beglnning to meer our needs.

Other diseases onknowh in Cuba have been dekected in recent years, such

ag Cachdn de la cafia (affecting sugar cane), Ceratositia Fimbrlata, (a fungue

which attacks coffee), the fungus £a2using the disease Banda Roja (Red band)
which attacks pine gqroves, =tc,

A assessment of the dizeasea occurring in Cuba in the perjod 1971-1981
lead=s to the conglusion that the epidemic, epizootic and epiphytotic diseaszes
point to the posaibilicty of a4 large range ©f aestiological agents that are able
to be nsed as part of a bislogical attack, in the same way as the methods
anployed.



The foregoing signifies that, in certain casss, by studying the
pacticulacities of the propagation of non-s=erious diseasss [(meghanism of
proepagation of the astiolsgical agent and the dynamics of the infesotious
process) one can forecast with some degresa of probability the development of
an epidemic, eplzootic or epiphytotic process for other agents of serious
digeases duoring a natural process and to & greater extent by artificial ’
{intentional) intrcduction.

Tha infectiona that occurrad in Cuba gomprise;

1. Diseazes ofF nan, animalks and economic crops:
2. Infectiovs dizssases, tranamirted directly or by vegtors;

a. Mathods of usa utilizing vectors and probably asrosols.



Annex XIX

COFY OF “LA CONSTITUCION DE LA REPUBLICA DE (UBA,™
EDITORA POLITICA, HAVANA, 1981



PREAMBLE

WE, CUBAN CITIZENS,

heirs and gontinuators of the creative work and the
iraditions of combativity, firmness, herolsm and sacrifice
fostered by our ancestors:

by the Indians who preferrad extermination to sub-
mission:

by the slaves whao .rebelled against thelr masters;

by those who awoke the national consclousness and
the ardent Cuban desire for an independent homeland
and jiberty; - ' T ) '

by the patriots who in 1868 launched the wars of
independenrce againat Spanish coloniallsm and those who
In the last \rlve of 1895 brought them to the victory of
1898, victory usurped by the mllitary intervention and
occupation of Yankee imperiaflsm;

by the workers, peasants, students and Intellectuals
who struggled for over fifty years agalnst imperlalist
domination, political corruption, the absence of people’s
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tights and liberties, unemployment and exploltation by
capitalista and landowners;

by those who promoted, joined and developed the
first organizations of workers and peasants, spread so-
cialist ideas and founded the hrst Marxist and Marxist-
Leninist movements:

by the members of the vanguard of the generation
of the ¢entenary of the birth of Marti who imbued with
hiz teachings, led us to the people’s revolutionary victory -

of danuary;

by those who defended the Revolution at the cost
of thelr fives, thus contributing to 1ts definitive con-
solidation;

GUIDED

by the victorious doctrine of Marxlsm-Lenlnism;

- : BABING OURSELVES

on proletarian Internationalism,.on the fraternal friend- . our will that the law of laws of the Republic be guided

ship, help and covperation of the Soviet Union and other |

socialist countries, and gn the solidarity of the wnr‘.kérs[

and the peoplés of Latin’ America and of the world;

AND HAVING DEGCIDED

to carry forward the triumphant Revolution of the

|
L

Moncade and of the Granma, of the Sierra and of Girdn,
under the leadership of Fidel Castro, which sustained’
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- by the closest unity of afl ‘ravolutionary forces and of
. the peaple won full nationa! independence, established
. the revolutionary power, carried out democratic changes,
: started the construction of  socialism and, under the
i direction of the Communist Party, contibues sald oons-
. trugtion with the objactive of bullding communist sociaty;

AWARE

that all the regimes of the exploitation of man by man
cause the humiliation of the exploited and the degrada-
tion of the human nature of the exploiters:

that only under socialism and communiam, when man
has been freed from all forms of exploltation —slavery,
servitude and capitallsm—can full dignity of the human
helng be attalned; and

that our Revolution uplifted the dignity of the sountry
and of Cubansz;

WE DECLARE

by the feliowing strong desire of José Marti, at last
achiaved:

! want the fundamental law of our republic 1o be
the trlbute of Cubans to the full dignity of man:
AND ADOPT

lay means of our free vote in a referendum, the fullowing:

5



CONSTITUTION

CHAFTER |

POLITICAL, SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC
PRINCIPLES OF THE STATE

ARTIGLE 1. The Republic of Cuba is a socialist state
of workers and peasants and all other manual and intel-
lectual workers.

ARTICLE 2. The national symbols are those which
have presided for over one hundred years 'n the Cuban
struggles for independence, the rights of the people and.
social progress:

the flag of the lone star; .

the anthemn of Bayamo; ' |

the coat of arms of the roya! palm '

ARTICLE 3. The capital of the Republic is the city of
Havana.

ARTICLE 4. In the Republic of Cuba all the power
belongs to the working pecple who exercise it either
directly or through the assemblies of People’'s Power and
other organs of the state which derive their authority
trom these assemblies.

The power of the working people is sustained by the
firm alliance of the working class with the peasants and
the remaining strata of urban and rural workers, under
the dirsction of the working class.

ARTICLE 5. The Communist Party of Cuba, the organ-
ized Marxist-Leninist vanguard of the working class, is

6

the highest ieading force of the society and of the stats,
which crganizes and guides the common etfort toward
the goals of the construction of socialism and the pro-
gress toward a communist society,

ARTICLE 6. Thz Young Communist League, the or-
ganization of the vanguard youth, under the directlon of
the Party, works to prepare its members as future mem-
bers of the Party and contributes to the education of the
new generations along the ideals of communism, by
means of their participation in a program of studies and
in patrictic, labor, military, scientific and cultural ac-
tivities.

ARTICLE 7. The Cuban socialist state recognizes,
protects and stimulates the social and mass organizations,
such as the Central Organization of Cuban Trade Unions,
which is made up of the ey class In our society; the
Commitiees for the Defense of the Revolution, the Feder-
ation of Cuban Women: the National Association of
Small Farmers, the Federation of University Students;

- the Federation of Secondary Education Students, the
Union of Pioneers of Cuba; and other which, having risen
from the histarlc process of struggles of our people,
gather, in their midst the various sectors of the popula-
tion, represent specific interests of the same and incor-
porate them to the tasks of the edification, consolldation
and defense of the socialist society.

In its activities the state relies on the soclal and

*mass organizations, which, in addition, directly fulfill the

stata functions that are intended to be assumed by the
same according to the Constitution and the law.

ARTICLE 8. The socialist state:
a) carries out the will of the working people and



=—channels the effurts of the nation in the cons-
truction of socialism:

—maintains and defends the integrity and the
sovereignty of the country;

—guarantees the liberty and the full dignity of
man, the enjoyment of his rights, the exercise
and fulfillment of his duties and the integral
development of his personality;

—onsolidates the ideology and the rules of living
together and of conduct proper of a soclety free
from the explottation of man by man:

—protects the constructive work of the people
and the property and riches of the socla'l'lst.
nation; :

—diracts in a planned way the national economy;

—assures the educational, scientific, technical and
cultural progress of the country;
as the power of the people and for the pleople,

guarantees.

—that gvery man or woman, who is able to work
have the gpportunity to have a job with which
to contribute to the good of society and to the
satisfaction of individual needs; [

—that no disabled person be left without adequate :
means of subsistence: _ |

—that no sick person be left without medical care; !

—that no child be left without schooling, food
and clothing;

—that no young person be left without the ap-.
portunity to study;

—that no one be laft without access to studies,
culture and sports;

c) wurks to achleve that no family be left wﬂhﬂuf :
a comfortable place to live..

ARTICLE 9. The Constitution and the [aws of the
socialist state are the juridical expression of the socialist
productlon relations and of the interests and the will of
the working people. _

All state organs, their leaders, officials and employees
function within the timits of their respective compsatency
and are under the obligation to strictly observe soclalist
tegality and to look after the respect of the same within
the whole context of society.

ARTFICLE 10. The Cuban sccislist stste exercises Its

| Sovereignty:

a) over the entire national territory, which consists of
tha island of Cuba, the Isie of Youth and all other
adjacent islands and keys, internal .waters; over
the territorial waters in the extenslon prescribed
by law; and over the air space corresponding to
the zhove;*

) over the natural resources, flora and fauzna on and
under the ocean floor and those in waters adjacent
to our territorial waters, as stipulated by law, in
keeping with international practice..

The Republic of Cuba rejects and considers illegal and

" nwli all treaties, pacts and concessions which were signed

* Medifled by the reform of the Constitution law 28 june 1978 Ap-
pears in the orlginal text:

B] over the entlre national terzitory, which conslsts of the istand
of Cube, the isie of Pings and all other adjecent Islands and
kays, internal waters; over the territorlal watars in the ex-
tensién prescilbed by lew; and over the alr space corraspond-

- Ing to the above;
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in conditions of inequality, or which dieregard or diminish
its sovereignty over any part of the national territory.

AATICLE 11. The Republic of Cuba Is part of

soctalist community, which constitutes a fundamental pre-
mige for its full independence and development,

ARTICLE 12, The Republic of Cuba espouses the
principles of praletarian internationalism and of the com-
bative golidarity of the peoples, and

a)

b)

c)

d)

condemns imperialism, the promoter and sup-

porter of afl fascist, colonialist, neocolonialist and ¢

racist manifestations, as the main force of ag-
gresslon and of war, and the worst enemy of the
pecples;

condemns Imperlalist intervention, whether direct
or indirect, in the intarnal and external affalrs of
any state; and, therefore, armed aggression and
economic blockade, as well as any other form of
gconomic coerclon and of interference with or
threat to the integrity of the states and to tha
political, economlc and cultural elements of the
nations; '

considers wars of aggresslen and of conquest
international crimes; recognizes the legitimacy of
the wars of national liberation, ag well as of armed
resistance to aggression and conquest; and con-
siders that its help to those under attack and to
the peoples that struggle for their liberation cons-
titutes its [nternationalist right and duty;

recognizes the right of the peoples to repel
imperialist and reactionary violence with revolu-
tionary viglence and to struggle by all means
within their reach for the right to determine fraely

f) establishes

h)

their 6wn destlny and thé ecdnomic and sdcial
system In which they choose to live in;

the world | &) works for an honorable and lasting peace, based

o respect for the independence and sovereignty
of the peoples and on. thelr right to self-deter-
mination;

its international relations on the
principies of squality of rights, soversignty and
independence of the states and on mutuai Interest;

' g} bases its relations with the Union of Soviet
.. Socialist Republics and with other socialist coun-

tries on socialist internationalism, and on the com-
mon objectives of the construction of the new
society, fraternal friendship, cooperation and mutual
assistance;

aspires to establish along with the countries of
Latin America and of the Caribbean—{reed from
forgign domination and internal oppression— one
large community of nations joined by the fraternal
ties of historical tradition and the common strug-
gle agairst colonialism, neocolonialism and impe-
tialisim, in the same desire to foster national and
social progress;

develops fraternal relations and relations of col-
laboration with the countries that uphold anti-
imperialist and progressive positions;

il maintains friendly relations with those countries

which—although having a different political, social
and economic system—respect its sovereignty,
observe the rules of coaxistence among states and
the principles of mutual conveniences, and adopt
an attitude of reciproclty with our country;

11




k) determines It affiliation with international agencies
and its participation in international conferences
and meetings, bearing in mind the interests of
peace and of socialism; of the liberation of the
peonles; of the progress of science, technology
and culture; of international exchange; and the
reapect for our country's own national rights,

ARTICLE 13, The Republic of Cuba grants asylum to
those who are persecuted because of the struggle for
the democratic rights of the majorities; for national
liberation; against imperiallsm, fascism. coloniallsm and
neocolonlalism; for the abalition of racial discrimination;
for the rights of workers, peasants and students and
the redress of their grievances; ftor their progressive
polltical, sclentific, artistic and {iterary sactivities: for
gociglism and peacse,

ARTICLE 14. iIn the Republic of Cuba rules the so-
cialist system of aconomy based on the peapie’s socialist
ownership of the means of production and on the abolition
of the exploitation of man by man,

ARTICLE 15. The socialist state property, which is
the property of the entire people, becomes irreversibly
establishad over the lands that do not beleng to small
farmers or to cooperatives formed by the same; over the
subsoil, mines, the nature! resources and flora and fauna
in the marine area over which it hag jurisdiction, woods,
waters, means of communication; over the sugar mllls,
tactories, chief means of transportation; and over ali those
enterprises, banks, installations and properties that have
been nationalized and expropriated from the imperialist,
the landholders and the bourgeoisie; as well as over the
people’s farms, factories, enterprises and economic, so-
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cial, cubtural and sporta facilities bullt, fostered or pur-
chased by the state and thoze which will be bulit, fostered
or purchased by the state In the future.

ARTICLE 16. The state organizes, directs and controls
the economic [Ife of the natlen in accordance with the
central plan of sotleconomic development in whose alab-
oratlen and execution the workers of all the branches of
the econcomy and of the other spheres of soclal lifa have
an active end conscious participation,

The development of the ecenomy serves the purpose
of strengthening the soclalist system: of Increasingly
satisfyin the material and cultural needs cof the soclety
and of the citizens; of promoting the flowering of .the
human personality and of its dignity; and gerves the pro-
gress and the security of the country; and the national
capacity ta fulflll the internationalist dutles of our people,

ARTICLE 37. The state organizes enterprises and other
economic entities for the admlnratratlon uf the sociallst
property of the entire peopls,

The structura, powers and functions of tha state entar-

. prises and-aconomic entities of production and of services

and-the systern of thelr’ relatmns ‘arg_preacribed by Faw.
ARTICLE 18. Foreign trade s the -exclusiva functiun

" of the state. The law determines the state.Institutions

and officials suthorized to establish foreign trade enter-
prises and to standardize and regulate export and import
transactions; and those invested with [ega! power to sign
commerclal agreements.

ARTICLE 19. Inthe Republic of Cuba rules the socialist
principle of «from each according to his ebillty, to each
according to his work»,

13
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The law establishes the regulations which guarantee
the effective fulfiilment of thls princtple.

ARTICLE 20. The state recognizes the right of smail
farmers to own their lands and other means and imple-
ments of production, according to what the law stipulates.

Small farmers have the right to group themselves, in
the way and following the requirements prescribed by law
both for the purpose of agricultural production and for
obtaining state loans and services.

The establishment of agricultural cooperatives in the

instances and ways prescribed by law is authorized.

QOwnership of the cooperatives constitutes a form of
collective ownership on the part of the peasants in those
cooperatives.

The state supports the cooperative production of small
farmers as well gs individual production which contribute
to the growth of the national economy.

The state fosters the participation of small farmers,

freely and voluntarily, in state projects and units of
agricultural production.

- ARTICLE - 21. Small farmers have the right to sell

their land with the previous authorization of the state :
In all cases, the state .

agencies, as prescribed by law.
has preferential right to the purchase of the land while
paying a tair price,

Land leases, share cropping, mortgages and all other
forms which entail a lien on the land or partiaj cesslon
to private individuals of the rights and title to the land
which is the property of the small farmers are all
prohibited.

ARTICLE 22. The state guarantees the right to personal
ownershlp of earnings and savings derlved from one's
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own work, of the dwelling to which one has legal title
and of the other possessions and obiects which serve to
satisfy one's material and cultural needs.

Likewise, the state guarantees the right of citizens
1o ownership of their personal or famlly work tools, as
long as these tocls are not employed in exploiting the
work of others.

ARTICLE 23. The state recognizes the right of political,
social and mass organizations te ownership of the goods
intended for the fulfillment of their objectives.

ABRTICLE 24. The law regulates the right of citizens
to inherit kegal title to a place of residence and to other
personal goods and chattels.

The land owned by a small farmer may only be in-
herited by the heirs who are personally invalved in its
cultlvation, save for the exceptions prescribed by law.

With regard to goods which are part of cooperatives,
the law prescribes the conditions under whmh said goods

- may be tnherited

ARTICLE 25, The expmprlatmn of property for raasons
of public benefit or social interest and with due compen-
sation is authorlzed.

The law es’tablishes the method for the expmpr:atmn
and the bases on which the need for and usefulness of
this action is to be determined as well as the form of
compensation, taking into account the interest and the
economic and social needs of the person whose property
has been exproprlated.

ARTICLE 26. Anybody who suffers damages. or in-
juries unjustly caused by a state official or employee
while in the performance of his public functions has the
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right to clalm and obtain the corresponding indemntfica- I

tlon as prescribed by law.,

ARTICLE 27. To ensure the well-being of citizens, the
State and society are the protectors of nature. It falls
within the jurisdictlen of the legally quallfied agencies
and of each and every citizen, to watch over the clean-
liness of the waters and of the air, and to protect the
soil, flora and fauna. . :

CHAPTER 1!

CITIZENSHIP

ARTICLE 28, Cuban' citizenship Is scquired by bi
or through naturalization, P quired by birth

ARTICLE 29. Cuban citizens by.birth are:

.- a} those born in oyr territory, with the exception of
the children of forsign persons at the service of
thelr government or International organizations:

- b) those born abroad, one of whoss parents at least
Is Cuban and on an official mission; ~ *

. €] those horn abroad, one of whoss parents at least |

.18 Guban, who have complied with the formallties
stipulated by law; - |
d) those born outside our territory, one of whose
Parents at least is Cuban, and who have lost their
cit.izenship. provided they apply for Cuban citizen-
ship according to the procedures stated by law:

e) foreigners who, by virtue of their exceptional merits
waon in the struggles for Cuba's liberation, were
considered Cuban citizens by birth,
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ARTICLE 30. Cuban citizens by naturalization are:

a) those foreigners who acquire Cuban citizenship
“in accordance with the regulations established by
| aws .

b) those who contributed to the armed struggle
against the tyranny overthrown on January 1, 1959,
provided they show proof of this in the legal es-
tablished form and; a

¢) those who having been arbitrarily deprived of their
citizenship of origin, obtain Cuban citizenship by
virtue of an express agreement of the Council of
State. |

ARTICLE 31. Neither marriage nor its disgolution af-

fect the citizenship status of either of the spouses or

their children. '

~ ARTICLE 32. Cuban citizenship is lost by:

a) those who become citizents of another country;
' b) those who without the Government's permission

serve ancther nation in mllitary functions or In
posts entaillng authority or jurisdictlon;

| - ¢) those who on forelgn-territory conspire or act in

any way against the. people of Cuba and -their
sociallst and revolutionary Instltutions;. ..

. d) naturalized Cubans residing in the country where
they were born, untess they express their desire to
maintain Cubanr citlzenship to the corresponding
consular authority every three years;

¢) naturalized ¢itizens who accept double citizenship.

The law may determine crimes and causes of unbe-
coming behavior that may lead to the loss of citizenship
by naturalization through a nonappealable judment by a
COUM. . -



The formatization of the oss of citizenship by the !
reasen stated In clauses b) and ¢) is made effective by a
decree issued by the Council of State.

ARTICLE 33. Cuban citizenship may be regained in
those cases and ways specified by the law. :

CHAFTER 1t

THE FAMILY

ARTICLE 34. The state protects the family, moth-
erhocd and matrimony. '

ARTICLE 35. Marrlage is the voluntarily established
union between a man and & woman, who are legally fit
to marry, in order to live together, It is based on full
iequality of right and duties for the partners, who must
isee to the support of the home and the integral education
iof their children through a loint effort campatible with
ithe social activities of both.

The law regulates the formalization, recognition and
dissolution of marriage and the rights and obligation:
édariving from such acts.

. ARTICLE 36. All children have the same rights, re-
'‘gardless of being born in or out of wedlock, '
Any qualification concerning the nature of the rele-|
-tionship s abolished, .
s ' No statement shall be made either with regard to the
% difference in birth or the civil status of the parents In
the registration of the children’s birth of in any other
‘documents that mention parenthood.

The state guarantees, through adequate legal means,
the determination and recognition of paternity.

ARTICLE 37. The parents have the duty to provide
nourishrnent for their chlidren; to help them to defend
their legitimate interests and in the realization of thelr

| Just aspirations; and to contribute actively to their edu-
i cation and integral development as useful well-prepared

citizens for life in a soclalist society.
It is the children’s duty, in turn, to respect and help
their parents. - '

CHAPTER ¥

EDUCATION. AND CULTURE

ARTICLE 38. The state orients foments and promotes
aducation, culture and science in all their manifestations.

s educational and cultural pollcy Is based on the
fellowing princlples: '

a) the state bases its educational and cultural policy
on the scientific world view, established and
devéloped by Marxism-Leninlsm; '

b) educatidn Is a function of the state. Consequantly,
educational Institutions belong to the stats. The
fulfillment of the educationa! functicn constitutes
a task Ir which all society particlpates and Is based
on the conclusions and contributions wade by
science and on the closest relationship between
study and life, work and production;

c) the state must promote the communist education
of the new generations and the training of children,
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young people and adults for social life. In order
to make this principle a reality, general education
and specialized scientific, technical or artistic edu-
cation are combined with work, development re.
search, physlcal education, sports, participation in
political and social activities and military training;

education is provided free of charge. The state

maintains a broad scholarship system for students

and provides the workers with multiple opportu-
nitles to study, with a view to the universalization
of education. The law estahiisheg the integration
and structure of the national system of education
and the extent of compulsory education and de-
fines the minimum level of general education that
every citizen must acquire;

artistic creativity is free as long as its content is
not contrary 10 the Revolution. .Forms u‘F expres-
slon of art are free;

im order to ralse the level of culture of the people,
the state foments and develops artistic education,
the vocation for creatlon and the cultivation and
appreclation of art;

¢reation and Investigation In sclence are free The
state encourages and facilitates investigatlon and
gives prlority to that which is aimed at solving the
problems related to the interests of the soclety
and the well-baing of the people;

h) the state makes it possible for the workers to

1}

engage In sclentific work end %o contribute to the
development of sclence:

the state promotes, foments and develops all forms
of physical education and sports as a means of

Zo
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aducation and of contribution to the Integral- devel
opment of the citizens;

J} the state sees to the conservation of the nation's
cultural heritage and artistic and historic wealih.
The state protecis pational monuments and places
known for their natural beauty or their artistic or
historic value;

k) the state promotes the participation of the citizens,
through the country’s social and mass organiza-
tions, in the development of its educatlonal and
cultural policy.

ARTICLE 3%. The education of children and young
peopie in the spirit of communism is the duty of all
society.

The state and society give special protection to chil-
dren and young people.

It is the duty of the famlly, the schools, tha state
agencies snd the social and mass organizations to pay
special attention to the integral development of children
and younq people.

CHAPYER ¥

EQUALITY

ARTICLE 40. All citizens have equal rights and are
subject to equal duties,

ARTICLE 41. Discrimipation because of race, color,
sex or natlonal urlgin is forbidden and will be punished
by law. - . :
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the earliest possible age, in the principle of e—quality[
among human belngs. :
i

ARTICLE 42. The state consecrates the right achisved]

by the Revolution that all citizens, regardless of race,

color ar national origin: |

—have access, in keeping with their merits and-
abilities. to all positions and state and adminis- |
trative Jobs and of production and services; !

——can reach any rank of the Revolutionary Armed
Forces and of Security and internal order, in keep-
ing with their merits and abilities;

—be given equal pay for equal work;

—have a right 10 education at afl national educational
institutions, ranging from efementary schools 10|
the universitias, which are the same for all; be]
given medical care in all medical institutions;

—live in any sector, zone or area and stay in any
hotel;

—~—be served at all restaurants and other public
service establishments;

—use, withaut any separations, all means of trans-
portation by sea, land and air;

—~gnjoy the same resorts, beaches, parks, soclal
centers and other centers of culture, sporis,
recreation and rest. '

ARTICLE 43. Women have the same rights as men in
ithe economic, political and social fields as well ag in the

(EQ jiamily.

* In order to assure the exercise of these rights and
.especlatly- the incorporation of women into socially or-
[ganized work, the state sees to it that they are given
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The institutions of the state educate eéverydne troni] Jobs in keeplng with thelr physical makeup: they are given

paid maternity leave before and after giving blrth; the
state organizes such institutions as children's day-care
centers, semiboarding schools and boarding schools; and
it strives to create all the conditions which help to mzke
real the principle of equality.

CHAPTER VI

FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS, DUTIES
AND GUANANTEES

ARTICLE 44. Work in a sacialist society Is a right and
duty and a source of pride for every citizen.

Work is remunerated according to its quallty and
quantity; when it is provided, the needs of the economy
and-of society, the decisicn of the worker and his skifi
and ahility are taken into account; this is guaranteed by
the socialist economic system, that facilitates social and
ecohomic development, without crises, an has thus elim-
inated unemployment and the dead season.

Nonpaid, voluntary work carried out for the benefit
of all society in industrial, agricultural, technical, artistic
and service artivities is recognized as playing an im-
portant role in the formation of our people’s communist
awareness,

Every worker has the duty to faithfully casry out tasks
corresponding to him at his job.

ARTICLE 45. All those who work have the right to
rest, which is guaranteed by the eight-heur work day, a
weekly rest period and annual paid vacations,
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The state contrlbutes to the devalopment of vacation

plans and facilities.

ARTICLE 46. By means of the Social Security System
the atate assures adequate protactlon %o every worker
wha |3 unable to work because of age, illness or disability.

If the woarker dies this protection will be extended to
hig family.

ARTICLE 47. The state protects by means of soclal |
aid senior citizens lacking financial resources or anyone |
to take them in or care for them and anyone who is
unable to work and has no relatives whao can help him.

ARTICLE 4B. The state guaranteas the right to protec.
tion, safety and hygiene on the Job by means of the adop-
tion of adequate measures for the prevention of accidents
at woark and cccupational diseases,

He who suffers an accident on the job or is affected
by an occupational disease has the right to medical care
and to compansation or retirement in those cases in
which temporary or permanent work disability ensues.

ARTICLE 49. Everybody has the right to health protec.
tlon and care. The state guarentees this right:

—by providing free medical and hespital care by
means of the installations of the rural medical
setvica network, polyclinics, hospitals, preventive
and speciatized treatment canters;

—-hy providing free dental care;

—by promoting the health publicity campaigns,
health educsation, regular medical examinations,
general vaccinations and other measures to pre-
vant the outbreak of disesse. All the population

sooperates {n these activities and plans through
the social and mass organizations.

ARTICLE 50. Everyone has the right to an education.
This right |3 guaranteed by the free and widespread
system of schools, semiboarding and bearding schools
and scholarzhips of all kinds and all levels of education,

- and bacause of the fact that all educational material Is
: provided free of chargas; which gives all childven and
| young people, regardless of thelr family's economic
| position, the opportunlty to study In keeping with thelr
- shility, social demands and the needs of sociceconomic
development.

Adults are also guaranteed this right and education for
them is frae of charge with the specific facilities regulated
by law, by means of the adult education program, tech-
nical and vocational education, training courses in state
agancies and enterprises and the advenced courses for
workers. :

ARTICLE 51. Evaryone has tha right to physical educa-
tion, sports and recreation.

Enjoyment of this right is assured by including the
teaching and practice of physical education and sports in
the curricula of the national educational system: and by
the broad nature of the instruction and means placed at
the servica of the people, which makes possible tha
practice of sports and recreation on a mass basgis. '

ARTICLE 52. Citlzens have freedom of speech and of
the press in keeping with the objectlves of socialist
sociaty. Material conditions for the exercise of that right
are provided by the fact that the press, radio, televisidn,
movies, and othar organs of the mass media are state
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or social property and can never be private property, This

-assures thelr use at the exclusive service of the warking

people and In the Interests of socisty.
The law regulates the exercise of these freedoms.

ARTICLE 53. The rights to assembiy, demonstration
and assoclation are exercised by workers, both manual
and inteilectual. paaszants, women, students and ather
sectors of the working peogle, and they have the neces-
sary means for this. The social and mass organizations
have all tha facilities they need to carry out those ac-
tivities in which the members have full freedom of speech
and opinion based an the unlimited right of initlative and
criticism.

ARTICLE 5&. The soclalist state, which bases its activity
and educates the people in the scientific materlalist con-
cept of the pniverse, recognlzes and guarantees freedom
of gonsclence and the right of everyone fo profess any
religious bellef and to practice, within the framewark of
respect for the law, the belief of his preference.

The law reguilatas the activities of rellgious instl-
tutions.

It is illegal and punishable by law to oppose one's faith
ar rellgious belief to Revolution, educetion or the ful-
fillment of the duty to woark, defend the homeaiand with
arms, show reverence for its symbols and other duties
established by the Constitution.

ARTICLE 55. The home is inviolabfe. Nohody can
enter the home of another against his will, excent In
those cases foresesn by law.

ARTICLE 56. Malil is inviolable. It can only be selzed,
opened and examined in cases preacribed by law. Secrecy
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ls maihtained on miatiers other than those which led té
the examination.

The same principle is to De applied in the case of
cable, telegraph and telephene communicatlon.

ARTICLE 57. Freedom and inviolability of persons is
assured ta all those who live in the country.

Mobody can be arrested, except in the manner, with
the guarantees and in the cases indicated by law,

The person who has been arrested or the prisoner is
inviolable in ks personal integrity. '

ARTICLE 58. Nobody can be tried or sentenced except
by the competant tribunal by virtue of laws which exlsted
priar to the crime and with the formalities and guarantees
that the laws establish.

Every acussad person has the right 10 a defense.

No violence or pressure of any kind can ba used
against people to force them to testify.

All staterments obtained in violation of the above pre-

cept are nu!l and vold and thoss responsible for the
viotation will be punished as outlined by law.

ARTICLE 59, Confiscation of property is only applied
as a punishment by the authorities In the cases and by
the methods determined by law.

ARTICLE 60. Penal laws are retroactive whan they
baneflt the accused or person who has been sentenced.
| Other lews are not retroactive unless the contrary is
decided for reasons of social interest or because it is
useful for public purposes.

ARTICLE 8. Nane of the freedoms which ara recog-
nlzed for citizens can be exerclsed contrary to what la
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established in the Constitutlon and the law, or contrafy democracy, unity of power and democratic centralism,

to the existence and objectives of the socialist state, orlwhich are manifestad in the following forms: .

contrary to the declsion of the Cuban people to build
socialism and communism. Viclations of this principle can
he punished by law.

ARTICLE 62, Every citizen has the right to file com-
plaints with and send petitions to the suthorities and to
be given the pettinent response or attention within a
reasonable length of time, in keeping with the law.

ARTICLE 63. Every citizen has the duty of caring for:
public and social property, accepting work discipline, res-:
pecting the rights of others, observing standards of so-:
cialist living and fulfilling civic and social duties.

ARTICLE 64. Defense of the socialist homeland is the
greatest honor and the suprems duty of every Cuban
cltizen.

" The law regulates the military service which Cubans
must do. ' '

" Treason against one's ¢ountry is the most serious of
¢rlmes; those who commit it are subject to the most
severe penalties,

ARTICLE &5. Strict fulfillment of the Constitution and
the laws Is an inexcusable duty of all.

CHAFIEA Y
PRINCIPLES OF ORGANIZATION AND
FUNCTIONING OF THE STATE ORGANS

ARTICLE 66. State organs are set up, function and
carry out their activity based on the principles of sociallst

28

a} all organs of People’'s Power, Its executive or-
gans and all the courts are formed by members
whe are elected and subject to. recall at regular
intarvals; - - SR : :

'b) the masses control the activity of the state agen-

cies, their deputies, delegates and officials; -

¢] those elected must render an, account of their
work to thelr electore and the latter have the right
to revoke the former when they are not worthy
of the trust placed in them;

- d) every state organ develops In a far-reaching .man-

ner within its jurisdiction, initiatives aimed at tak-
ing advantage of the resources and possibilities
which exist on a local level and to include the
social and mass organizations In their work;

e) decisions of superior stete organs are compulsory
for inferior ones: ’ -

f] inferior state orgens are responsible to superior
ones and must render accounts of their work;

g) in the activity of locai administrative and sxecu-
tive organs there is a system of double subordina-

. tlon; subordination to the correspanding organ of
Peopie’s Power and subordination to the superior
level which handles the administrative matters
which are also under the jurisdlction of the local
organ;

h) freedom of discussion, criticism and self-criticism
and subordination of the minority to the majority
prevail in all collegiate state organs.

29
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GHAFTER VI

SUPREME ORGANE OF PEDPLE'S POWEH

ARTICLE 87. The National Assembly of the People’s
Power iz the suprame argan of state powser and repre-
sents and expresses the sovereign will of all the working
people.

ARTICLE 6B. The Natlonal Assembly of the People’s
Power is the only organ In the Republic invested with
constituent and legislative suthority.

ARTICLE 69, The National Assembly of the People’s
Power is composed of deputies elected by the Municipal
Assemblies of the People's Power according to the pro-
cadure and in the proportion established by law.

ARTICLE 70. The Natlonal Assembly of People’s Power
is elected for 2 period of five years.

This period can only ba extended by virtue of a res-
olutlon of the Assembly itself in the svent of war or in
the case of other exceptional circumstances that may
impede the normad helding of elections and w‘hl'.a such
circumstences exist.

ARTICLE 71. Thirty days after all the deputies to the
Matlgnal Assembly of People’s Power are elected, the As-
sembly meets on its own right, under the prasidency of
the oldest deputy assisted by the two youngest deputles
acting as secyetarles.

The session includes the verification of the validity of
the election of the deputies, the swearing in of the depu-
ties and the electian by the deputies of the President the
Vice-President and Secretary of the National Assembly
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of People’s Pl:-wer whn proceed 1o assume their pusts

immediately,

Next, the Assembly proceeds to elect the Council of
State,

ARTICLE 72. The Mational Assembly of People's
Power alects, from among its deputies, tha Council of
State, which consists of one President, one First Viga-

President, five Vice-Presidents, one Secretary and 23

other- members.

The Prasident of the Council of State is, at the same |

time, the Head of State and Head of Governmaent.

The Councll of State Is accountable for its action 1o .
the National Assembly of People’'s Power, ta which it -

mist render accounts of al! its activities.

ARTICLE 73. The MNational Assembly of People's °

Pawer is invested with the following powers:

8) deciding on reforms to the Constltution according

to that satablished in Article 141;

b) approving, medifying and annulling laws after con-
siilting with the People when it is considered
nacessary (n view of the nature of the law in
question.

¢] deciding on the Gﬂl'lﬂﬂtll:ﬂﬂnﬂlit&f of taws, decree-
laws, decrees and all other general provisions;

d] revoking In total or In part tha decree-laws issued
by the Council of State;

e) discussing and approving the national plans for
economlc and social development;

f] discussing and approving the state hudget;

g) approving the principles of the system for plan-
ning and the management of the national economy;
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W] approving the monetary and credit system; |
1] approving the general outlines of foreign and do-

~ aggression and approving peace treaties: i
k) establishing and modifying the pclitim-adminis-g
trative division of the country pursuant to that
established in Article 100; :

1) electing the President, Vice-President and Secretary’
of the Natlopal Assembly; .

m) electing the President, the First Vice-Presidaent, the
.. - Vice-Presidents, the Secretary, and the other mem-
bers of the Council of State;

n) appointing, at the initiative of the President of the
Council of State, the First Vice-President, the Yice-
President and the other members of the Council:
of Minlsters;

o) electing the President, Vice-President and other
judges of the People’s Supreme Court;

" p) electing the Attorney General and the deputy at-
_ torney generals ot the Republic; _
" q) appointing permanent and temporary comissions;

7) revoking the election or appeointmant of those per-

__sons elected of appointed by It; |

s} exercising the highest supervigion over the crgans:
of state and government; _

t} keeping informed on, evaluating and adopting
pertinent declsions on the reports on the rendering
of accounts submitted by the Council of State, the
Councll of Ministers, the People’s Supreme Court,
the Office of the Attorney General of the Republic
and the Provincial Assemblies of People’'s Power;

|

|22 |

—————— -

" mestic policy; - |
¥ declaring a state of war in the event of military

ut revoking those provisions or decree-laws of the
Council of State and the decrees or resolutions
of the Council of Ministers which are contrary to
the Constitution or the faw;

annulling or moedifying those resolutions or pro-
visions of the local organs of People’s Power which
encroach on the Constitution, the laws, the decree-
laws, the decrees and other provisions issued by
a superior organ, or those which are detrimental
to the interests of other iocalities ot the general
interests of the nation;

granting amnesty;

calling for the holding of a referendum in those
cases provided by the Constitution and others
- which the Assembly considers pertinent:

y] establishing its rules and regulations; and

'2) all other powers invested by this Constitution.

. ARTICLE 74, All laws and resclutions of the National
Assembly of People's Powaer, barring those in ralation to
reforms in thée Constitution, are adoptad by a simple
majarity vote. :

ARTICLE 75. All laws approved by the National As-
sembly of People’s Power go into effect on the dats
determined by those laws in each case. '

Laws, decree-laws, decrees and resalition, reguiations
and other general provisions of the national organs of the

v)

w)
X)

| state are published in the Official Gazette of the Republic.

ARTICLE 76, The National Assembly of People's
Power holds two regular sessions a year and a2 special
session when requested by one third of the membership
or when called by the Council of State. x5,
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r ARTICLE 77. Mora than haif of the total number of
I deputles must ba present for a sesslon of the National
l Assembly of People’s Power to be held.

ARTIGLE 78. All sessions of tha Natlonal Assembly of
People’s Power are public, excepting when the Assembly
resolves to hold a closed-door session on the grounds
of state interests.

ARTICLE 79.The President of the National Assembly
of People’s Power iz invested with the power to;

a) presida over the sessions of the MNational Assem

bly and see to it that its regulations are put inte
effect:

b) call the regular sessions of the National Assembly:

¢) propose the draft agenda for the sessions of the
National Assembly;

d} sign and ordar the publication in the Official Gazet-
ta of the Republic of the laws and resolutions
adopted by the National Assembly;

e} organize the international relatlons uf the Natlunal
Assembly:

f] conduct and erganize the work of the perrnanﬁnt
and temporary contnissions appninted by the Na-
tlonal Assembly;

g) attend the meetings of the Bnunuil uf Bta and

h) all other powers assigned to him by thls Cu;.sth
tution or the Assembly.

ARTICLE 80. The status of deputy does not entail
| parsonal privileges or economic benefits of any kind.
! The deputles to the National Assembly of People's
| Power combine their activities as such with their duties
: and their regular sveryday tesks.

a4

they are given leave without pay and teceive a daily
allowance equivalent to their salary and whatever ad-
gitmnai expenses they may incur in the exercise of their
uties,

ARTICLE 81. No deputy to the MNational Assembly of
Peaople's Pawer may be arrested or placed on trial with-
[out the authorization of the Assembly—or the Council of
State if the Assembly is not in sesslon— except in the
‘cases of flagrant offenses.

ARTICLE 82, It is the duty of the deputles 1o the
National Assembly of Peopls's Power to exercise their
duties in banefit of the people’s Interests, stay In contact
with their electors, listen to their grievances, suggestions
and criticism, explain the policy of the state to them and ;
periodically render account to them of the reauits of thelr
activities.

Likewlse, it [s the deputies’ duty to render acceunt of
their activities to the Assembly any time the Assembly
deems It necessary.

ARTICLE 83. The deputies {o the National Assembly
of People’'s Power maey be recalled by their electors at
any time in the ways and means prescribed by law.

ARTICLE B4. The deputies to the National Assembly
of People’s Power have the right to make inquiries to the
Council of State, the Councll of Ministers or the members !
of sither and to have these Inquiries answered during the

| course of the same session or at the next sesslon,

ARTIGLE 85. It is the duty of all state organs and
enterprises to provida all necessary coaneration to the
deputies in the discharge of thelr duties.

S5

To the exteht that thelr work as deputies demands,




" ARTICLE 86. The praposal of laws s the résponsi- ﬂ]”-i.ssue decree-laws in the period between the ses-

bility of: sions of the National Assembly of People’s Power; |
8) the deputies to the National Assembly of Paople's | ) give existing laws a general and obligatory inter-1
Power: pretation whenever necessary: i
k) the Council of State; e) exercise legislative Initlative; ,
c) the Council of Miniaters; f) make all the necessary arrangements for the hold- -
d) the commissions of the National Assembly of Ing of referendums called for by the National As-
People’s Power; sembly of People's Power: '
e) the Central Organization of Cuban Trade Unions | g} decree genera! mobilization whenever the defense
and the national oifices of the other secial and of the cauntry makes it negessary and assumg the
mass organizations; authority to declare war in the event of agression %
f] the Pacple's Supreme Ceurt, in matters related to or to approve peace treaties—duties which the :
the administration of justice; Constltutlon assigns to the National Assembly of

Pecple’'s Power—when the Assembly is in recess
and cannot be called to sesslon with the neces-
sary security and urgency.

rerequisits that th ast | )} replace, at the inltiative of Its President, the mesn- |
prered at the proposal be made by at leas bors of the Council of Minlsters In the period

10 000 citi .
citizens who are eligible to vote batwean tha sssslons of the National Asasmb!y of |
ARTICLE 87. The Council of State is the organ of | pagple's Power:
the Nattonal Assembly of People’s Power that represents i) issue general instructions to tha courts through

q) the Office of the Attorney Genera! of the Republic,
in matters within its jurisdiction;

h) the citlzens. In this case it Iz an indispensable

—

(it in the peried between sessions, puts its resolutions the Councll -of Government of tha People's Su-

. into effect and complies with all the other duties assigned preme Court;
! by the Constitution. ) I} issue instructions to the Office of the Attorney
i IF 15 colleglate and for nationa! and interrational pur. General of the Republic;
| Poses it is the highest representative of the Cuban state. | ) appoint and remove, at the initlative of its Pres-
i ARTICLE 83. The council of State iz invested with the ident, the dipiomatic representatives of Cuba in
i power to: others states;

a) summon special sessions of the Natfonal Assem- | 1] grant decorations and honorary titles;
hly of People's Power: m) name commissions;

k) set the date for the elections for the periodic reno- | n) grant pardons;
vation of the National Assembly of People’s Power: | o) ratify or denounce International traties;
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p} grant or refuse re::ugnitmn to diplumatiu rapre-
santatlves of other states;

q) suspend those provisions of the Council of Min-
Isters and the resclutlons snd provisions of tha
Local Assemblies of People's Power which run
counter to the Constitution or the law. or which
run counter to the Interasts of other localities or:
to tha general inlerasts of the country, reporting!
on this action to the National Assambly of Peopla’s:

Power in the first session held faltnwing the sus-,

pension agreed upon;

r] revoke those resclutlons and pruvismns of the
Executive Committees of the loca! organs of:
People’s Power which infringe the Constitution, the
laws, the décrea-daws, the decrees and other
previsiona issuad by a higher organ or when they

are detrimental to the Interests of other lecalitiss !

or to the general interests of the nation;
s] approve its rules and regulations; - _
t) it is also invested with the other powers con-

ferred by the Constitution and laws or granted byr
the National Assembly of People’s Power,

ARTICLE 89. All the dagisions of the ‘Council ufl
!'State are adopted by a simple ma]t::-rity vote of its

| mambers.

ARTICLE 90. 'The mandate entrusted to the Council

:of State by the Natlenal Assembly of Pecple's Power
i expires at the time of the establishment of a new As-
:sembly by virtue of the periodlc ranovations of the As-
“zembly. _
i ARJICLE 91, The President of the Council of State isj of the President of the Council of State, the First Vice-
. Head of Government and is invested with the power to: | President assumes the Presidents's duties.
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a) represent tha statc and the government and con-!
duct their general policy; l

b) organize, conduct the activities of, call for the;
holding of and preside over the session of the:
Councll of State and the Council of Ministers;

¢) control and supervise the development of the ac.!
tivities of the ministries and other central agenclas
of the administration;

4} assume the leadership of any ministry or -::entralr
agency af the administration;

e) propose to the National Assembly of Pﬂnplaa
Powers, once elected by the latter, the maembers:
of the Councll of Ministers; _

f} accept the resignation of the members of the
Council of Ministers or propose elther to the Na-.
tional Assembly of People's Power or the Council
of State the replacement of any of those members |
and, in both cases, to propose the correspendingi
substitutes:

g} receive the credentlals of the hoads of foreign
diplomatic mizssions. Thls responslbility imay be!
. delegated to any of the vicepresidents of the|
Council of State. [

h) assume the supreme command of the Hevulut!-un—-

ary Armed Forces;

i) sign the decrae-laws and other resolutions of the
Council of State and arrange for their publication
in the OHicial Gazette of the Republic; and

j) assume all other duties assigned it by the Cons-
titution or the Assembly.

ARTICLE 92. In casas of the absence, iilness or death

. 39




" ARTIGLE §3. The Counclt of Ministers is the highest-' 4} apsiéve interiational treaties and submiit them 46

ranking executlve and administrative organ and Cons..
titutes the Government of the Republic.

The number, denomination and functions of the min-i
istrles and central agenclas making up the Council of!

|
Ministers are determined by law. |

of the Head of State and Government, as its President,
the Eirst Vice-President, the Vice-Presldents, the President
of the Central Planning Board, the Ministers, the Secrctary
and the other membars that the law determines.

ARTICLE 95. The President, the First Vice-President
and the Vice-Presidents of the Council of Ministers cons-
titute its Executive Committee.

The members of the Executive Committee control and
coordinate the work of the Ministries and central or
ganizations by sectors. 3

In emergency cases, the Executive Committes may
rula on matters norenally snder the jurisdiction of the
Council of Ministers. :

ARTICLE 96. The Councll of Minlsterslis Invasted
| with the power ta:

i a) organize and conduct the political, economic, cul-
i tural, sciantific, social and defense activities out-

1 lined by the Mational Assembly of People's Power;

i b} propose the projects for the general plans for the!
' socigeconomic developmaent of the state and, afier :

g e

h) draw up bills and submit them to the consideration
of the National Assembly of People’'s Power of the

ratification by the Council of State;

| &) direct and control foreign trade:
) draw up the draft for the state budget and, once

it iz approved by the National Assembly of People's
Power, ¢ see to its Implementation;

tary and credit system:

Councll of State, accordingly;

i) see 1o national defense, the malntenance of arder

I}

k)

)

and sacurity at home, the protection of citizeng’

rights and the protectlon of lives and property in
the event of natural disasters;

conduct the administration of the state, unifying,

coordinating and supervising the activities of the

minlstries and other central agencies of the ad-
ministration:

implement the laws and resolutions of the Na-
tional Assembly of People's Power and the decree-
laws and provisions issued by the Council of State
and, if necessary, dictate the corresponding regu-
lations;

issue decrees and provisions on the basls of and

pursuani to the existing laws and supervise their
implementation;

these are approved by the National! Assembly of m) grant territorial asylum;
People’s Power, organize, conduct and supervise n) determine the general arganlzation of the Rev-

their implementation;

olutionary Armed Forees;

¢) conduct the foreign policy of the Republic and o) sagime the direction and the methodologlcal and

relations with other governments;

.40

technical suparvision of the administrative fung-
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tiohs of the local organs of People's. Power through
the corresponding ministries and other central |
agencies; i
p) revoke or annul those provisions issued by min-!
isters, heads of central agencies and the adminl&i
trative bodies of the local argans of People’s Power .
which are contrary to the instructions issued from
a higher level and whose fulfillmant is compulzory;
q) propose ta the National Assembly of People’s’
Power the annulment of, or to the Council of State
the suspension of those resolutions and provisions
issued by the Assemblles of the local organs of
People’s Power which infringe existing laws and
other provisions of are detrimental to the Interests
of other communities ¢r the general interasts of

the nation;

facilitate the fulfillment of the tasks assigned to it;
s) appoint and remove officials in keeping with the
powers it is Invested with by the law; and

t} aseume sny duty assigned to it by the National |

Assembly of People’s Power or the Council of'
State.

ARTICLE 97. The Council of Ministers is accountable

'to and periodically renders account of its activities to

the National Assembly of People's Powsr.

ARTICLE 98. The members of the Counci! of Minlsters ;
are invested with the power to:
al conduct the aflairs and tasks of the ministry or

agency under their care, issuing the necessary
resolutions and provisions to that effect;
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 participate in the sessions of the Council of M
r) name the commissions it deems necessary 10 | nisters

b} dictate, in the event it is nat the specific duty of !
another state organ, the necessary regulations to |
make possible the implementation of those laws
and decreelaws which concern them:

¢) attend the sessions of the Council of Ministers,
with the authority to speak and vote, and submit
to the consideratton of the Gouncl! whatever bill,
decree-law, decree, resolution or any other praposal
they censider advisable;

d] appoint, aceording to the law, the officlals of their
agency;

e) it is also invested with any other power with
which the Constitution and laws Invest it. '

ARTICLE 99. The General Secretary of the Central
Organlzation of Cuban Trade Unions has the right to

and of its Executive Commitise.

CHAPTER X

LOCAL ORGANS OF PEOPLE'S POWER

ARTICLE 100. For political-administrative purposes the
country is divided into provinces and municipalities: their
number, boundaries and names are determined by Jaw.

The law can also esteblish other divisions.

ARTICLE 101. The Assemblies of Delegates of People’s
Power get up in the paolitical and administrative divisions
Into which the country is divided by law, are tha superior
lecal argans of state power.
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ARTICLE 102. The (céal Assembliss of Dalegates of
People’'s Power are Invested with the highest authority
for the exercise of their state functions in the area under
their jurisdiction. To this effect. they govern in all that
congerns them and, by means of the ergans which they
establish, direct economlc, production and service units
which are directly subordinated ta them and carry out
the activities required in order to meet the needs for
care, economic, ¢ultural, educational and recreatlonal
services of the collective in the territory under the juris-
diction of each.

They also aid in the devalopment of actlvities and the
fulfillment of plans of those units in their territory which
are not subordinated to them.

ARTICLE 103. For the exercise of thelr functions the

loca) Assemblies of Peopie’s Power are backed up by
the initiative and the broad participation of the population
and they act in close coordination with the sccial and
mass organizations.

ARTICLE 104, The local organs of People's Power, to .

ihe corresponding extent and in keeping with the law,
participate in the preparation, implementation and control
of the Uniform Sociceconomic Plan adopted by the state.

ARTICLE 105. In the limits of their jurigdiction, the
provincial and municipal Assemblies of People’s Power:
a) obey and help to enforce tha general laws and
regulations which come fram the superior argans
; of the state;

| bl adopt agreements and enact measures;
¢) revoke, suspend or modity, whatever the case may
be, the resolutions and measures of the organs

;M

d)

e}

f)

g)

h)
i)

subordinated to them which aré éanirary to the
Cansgtitution or the laws, dacree-laws, decrees,
regulations or resclutlon epacted by the superior
organs of state power, or those which affect the

interesis of other communities or the general in- ;

terests of the country;
elect their Executive Commities and determine its

organization, functioning and tasks, In keeping with

the iaw;

revoke the mandate of the members of the res-

pective Executive Committees;

determine the organization, functioning and tasks
of the administrative leadership in the different
branches of socineconomic activity:

appoint, substitute or dismiss the heads of their
administrative departmentis;

set up and dizsolve work commissions;

elect and recall, in keeping with the provisions of
the law, the judges of the People’s Courts In the
area under their respective jurisdictions;

j} study and evaluate the rendering of account re-

k)

ports presented by thelr Executive Committess,
judicial organs and assemblias which are their ime
mediate subordinates and adopt the pertinent de-
cislons regarding those reports;

protact and defend the rights of citizens &nd
soclalist property:

work tc strengthen socialist legality, uphold in-
ternal order and strengthen the country's defensive
capaclty;

m) carry out the other functions assignad by the

Constitution and the law.
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ARTICLE 106. On the second Sunday foifowing thé
election of all tha delegates to the Municipal Assembly
of People's Power, it meets by right under the presidency
of the oldast delegate in order to confirm the vaiidity of
the election of the delagates and once this has been
done it wiil alect the Executive Committee and the dele-
gates to the provincial assemblies. The twa youngest
delegates act as secratarias.

The other local assemblies are set up in the same
way and on the occasion stipulated by the law.

ARTICLE 107. The reqular and extraordinary sessions
of the local Assemblies of People’s Power are public.
Only when state secrets or the dignity of persons are
involved will this not be the case,

ABRTICLE 108. In order for agreements of the Assem- .

blies of People’s Powear to ba valid more than half the
total number of members must be present. Agreements
are adopted by simpla majority.

ARTICLE 199. The administrative departments are
subordinated to their respective assemblies, its Exec-
utive Committee and the superior organ of the cotres-
ponding administrative branch.

ARTICLE 110. The permanent work commissions or-
ganized by branches of production and services or by

field of work aid the Assemblies and their Executive
Committees in their respective activities and in control- |

ling administrative leadership and local enterprises.
Temporary commissions fulfill specitic tasks asslgned
within the time limlts Indicated.

ARTICLE 111. The Assemblies are renovated svery
" two and a half years which Is the term of a delegate.

Las

| This term can only be extended by decision of tha
National Assembly of People’s Power, in the cases men-
tionad in Article 70.

ARTICLE 112, The term of the delegates can only be
revoked by their electors who can do so at any time, by
means of the method outlined by the law. The law also
establishes the cases and the method for replacing dele-
gates when they are no longer able to perform their duties.

_AHTIGLE 113, The delegates fulfill the mandata of
their electors in the interests of all the community and
they must:

a) make the opinions, neaeds and problems expressed
by their electars known to tha Assembly;

b) repaort to their electors on the policy of the As-
sembly and the measures adopted for soiving the
‘problems posed by the population or outline the
reason why they have not been solved:

c} render account of their work on a reqular basis to

their electors and to the Assembly to which they
belang.

AHRTICLE 1714. The Executive Committee is the col-
legiate organ elected by the provincial and municipal As-
semblles of People’s Power to fulfill the functions out-
lined by the Constitution and assigned by law as well
a3 the tasks it is glven by the Assembly,

The Executive Committee Is made up of the number
of members determined by law and they slect, with the
ratification of the Assembly, a President, a Vice-President
and a Secretary who alse hold those posts in the
Assembly.

ARTICLE 1t5, The election of the members of the
Executive Committees of the Municipal and Provincial
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- abseinblies take# plage frem &Gimong the rinks of as
sembly delegates.

In all casas the election takes place by virtue of
candidacies proposed in the manner outlined by law.

The President of every Municipal Executive Commit-
tee is also, by right, a delegate to the provincial As-
sembly of People's Power.

ARTICLE 116, The Executive Committee has the au-
thority to:

al summon regular and special sessions of the As-
sembly;

b) publish and implement the agreements adapted by
the Assembiy;

¢) suspend the implementation of any measure en-
acted by the immediate subordinate local Assem-
blies of People’s Power, when it is unconstitutional,
iliegal or otherwice contradictory to the measures
enacted by the superior organs of state power
or those which affect the interests of other com-
munities or the general interests of the country;

d) revoke, in the cases mentioned in clause ¢}, the
provisions, agreements and resolutions of the
Executive Committees of the immediate subor-
dinate tocal Assemblies of People's Power in thosa
periods in which the Assembly to which they
pertain is not in session;

e) study, evaluate and adopt the pertinent declsions
regarding the rendering of account reports pres-
ented by the immediate subordinate Executive
Committee:

f} direct and control adminlstrative leadership and
local enterprises;
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gl appoint and replace officials of administrative
leadership and of local enterprises;

h) adaopt pertinent messures to aid in the develop-
ment of the activities and the fulfiilmant of the
plans of the units establlshed in the territory of
the respective assemblies which are not subor-
dinated to it;

i) suspend and temporarlly replace the heads of
adminlistrative departments and local enterprisas,
glving am account to the assembly, which may
ratify or modify the declsion.

ARTICLE 117, In the periods between assembly ses-
slans, the Executive Committee assumes its functions

which are outlined in clauses a), b), h], k) and 1) of Ar-.

ticle 105.

The agreements and genaral measures adopied by the
Executive Corumittes in exercise of those powers must be
ratified, modified or.annulied by the Assembly in the first
meeting it haolds afterward.

ARTICLE 118. The Executive Committee perlodically
renders an account of its work to the Assembly and te
tha tmmediate superior Executive Committee.

" ARTICLE 1t9. The mandate pglven to the executive
Committees ceases when a new Assembly of Deiegat&s
to People’s Power is set up,

ARTICLE 120. Tre President of the Executive Com-
mittee has the power to:

a) summon and preside over the sessions of the
Assembly:

h) see to it that the regulations of the Assemblies
are enforced;



¢) summon and preside over the meetings of the
Executive Committes;
d) organize the actlvity of the Executlve Committes.

The President may delegate some of these functions
to the Vice-Presldent.

CHAFTER X

THE COURTS AND THE
ATTORNEY GENERAL

ARTICLE 121. The function of administaring justice
springs from the people and is carried out on its behalf
by the People's Supreme Court and the other tribunals
which the law establishes.

The jurisdiction and competence of the courts on their |
different levels will be adjusted to the political-adminis-
trative division of the country and the needs of the judicial
function.

The law regulates the organization of the courts; the
authurity and the form. of exercising it; the standards
that judges must meet; the manner In which the must
be elected; the perlod of time they are to serve Ii. i
respective positicns and the method for recalling them.

ARTICLE 122, The courts constitite & system of state
organs which are set up with functional independence
from all other systems and they are only subordinated to
tt;eSNatinnal Assembly of People’s Power and the Council
ot State,

ARTICLE 123. The main objectives of the activities of
the court are:

A0 |

a] w0 maintain and strengthen socialist legakity:

b) to safeguard the economlic, social and political
ragime established in this Constltution;

c] to protect socialist property and the personal prop-
erty of citizens apd others which this Constitution
racoqnizes;

d] to safeguard the rights and legitimate interests
of state egencies and those of economic and social
institutlons and the masses;

g] to protact the [Ife, freedom, dignlty, honor, property,
family relations and other Iagitimata rights and
interests of citizens;

{1 to prevent violations of the law and antisocial
conduct, restrain and reeducate those who are
guilty of such violationg or conduct and reestablish
the rule of legal standarde when demands are made
in protest against their violatlon; :

gl to increase awareness as to the need for strictly
observing - the law. making timely comwments in|
thair decisions almed . at educating citizens in the
conscious and voluntary fulfillment of their duty of

_loyalty ta the homeland, tha cause of sociallam
and the norms of socialist living.

ARTICLE 124. The People's Supreme Court is the
faremost judicial authority and its decisions in this ﬂe'[d'
are final.

Through its Governlng Council it can propose laws
and issue regulations: make decislons and enact norms
whose fulfiliment is compulsory for all people’s courts
and, besed on their experience, It Issues instructions

‘which are also compulsory in order to establish uniform

-1
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| judicial practice in the interpretation and application of
' the law.

ARTICLE 125. The judges, in thelr function of adminis-
tering Justice, are Independent and only owe obedience
[ 10 the law.

ARTICLE 126. The sentences and other decisions of
the courts, pronounced or enacted withln the limits
of their jurisdiction, must be obeyed and. implemented by
state agencies, economic and social institutions and

citizens, by those directly affected and by those who do |
rorgatized in a vertical manner all aver the country. They

not have a direct interest in their implementation but
have the duty to participate in it,
ARTICLE 127. All courts function in a cofleglate form.

Professional and lay judges participate in the adminis-
tration of justice with egual duties and rights.

Priority should be given to the judiciat functions as-
signed to the lay Judge in view of thelr social importance.

ARTICLE 128. Courts render an account of their work
to the Assembly that elected them at least once a year.

ARTICLE 129, Hecalling 2 judge can only be done by
the argan which elected him.

ARTICLE 130, It falls within the jurisdiction of the

Difice of the Attarney General of the Republlc, as its

main chjectlve, to control soclalist legality by seeing to
it that the law and other lzgal regulations are obeved by
state agencies, ¢conomic and social institutions and
citizens.

The law determines the form. duration and occasion
In which the Attorney General exercises thoze powers.

ABTICLE 131, The Qffice of the Atorney General of
the Republic constitutes an organic unit which is only
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subordinated to the National Assembly of People’s Powat
and the Council of State.

The Attorney General of the Republic Is given ins-
tructions directly from the Councll of State.

The Attorney General of the Republic will handle the
directlon and central of all the work done by his office all
over the country.

The Attorney General of the Bepublic is a member of
the Governing Ceouncil of the People’s Supreme Court.

The organs of the Office of the Attorney General are

i are subordinate only to the Attorney General of the
Republic and are indepandent of ali local orgens.

ARTICLE 132. The Attorney General of the Republic
and tha assistant attorney generals are elacted and svb-
ject to recall by the National Assembly of Pegple’s Power.
The law stipulates the length of time they are to serve.

ARTICLE 133. The Attorney General of the Republic
renders an account of hls worlk io the National Assembly
of People's Power at least once a year.

| GHAPIER XI

ELECTORAL SYSTEM

ARTIGLE 134. In al} elections and in referendums,
voting is free, equal and secret, Every voter has only
| one vote.

' ARTICLE 135. All Cubans over 16 years of age, men
and women alike, have the right to vote sxcept those
who:

.3



a) ate mentally disabled and have been declired 20
by court;

b those who have committed a crime end because
of this have lost the right to vote.

ARTICLE 136. AN Cuban citlzens, men and women
allke, who have full political rights can be elected.

If the elaction is for deputies to the Natlonal As-
semblies of People’s Power they must be more than 18
yoars old.

ARTICLE 137. Members of the Revocluwtionary Armed
Forces and other military institutions of the pation have
the right to elect and be elected, just like any other
citlzen.

ARTICLE 138, The law determines the number of dels-
gates that make up each of tha azsamblies in proportion
to the number of people who live in each of the political-
administrative ragions into which the country is divided;
it alse regulates the farm and manner of the election.

The delegates to the Munlcipal Assemblies are elected
from previously determinad electoral circumscriptions,

ARTICLE 139. The Municipal Assemblles elsct. by
means of secret halloting, the delegates to the provincial
Azzsemblies of People's Powsr.

ARTICLE 140. In order for a delegate to be com
sidered elected he must get mora than half the numbaer
. of votes cast in the circumscription.

; if thls does not happen the law stipulates the man-
. ner In which new slectlons will be held in crder o dacide
i who is elected from among those with the most votea,

54

CONBTITUTIDNAL REFORMS

ARTICLE 144. This Constitution can only be totally
or partlally modified by the National Assembly of People's
Power by means of resolutions adopted by roll-call vate

i by a majority of no less than two thirds of the total

number of membars.

It the modiflcation s total or has to do with the
integration and authority of the National Assembly or -
People’s Power of its Council of State or the rights and -
duties contained in the Constitution, the approval of the
majority of citizens with the right to vote Is required via -
a referendum organized for this purpose by the Assembly.

55



INDEX

CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF CUBA

FPREAMBLE

Chapter ). Political, Social and Economic Prin-
ciples of the Stata

Chapter M. Citizenship

Chapter Ni. The Family

Chaptet IV. Education and Culture

Chapter V. Equality

Chapter VI. Fundamental Rights, Duties and Gua-
ranteasg

Chapter VIi. Principles of Organization and Func-
tioning of the State Organs

Chapter VYIl). Supreme Organs of People’s Power

Chapter IX. Local Organs of People’s Power

Chapter ¥. The Courts and the Attorney General

Chapter Xl. Electoral System

Chapter Xll. Constitutional Reforms

56

16
18
18
21

23

28
30
43

53
55

-63_



An;ex Xx

ZRTICLES OF THE FEWAL CODE REFERRED TG IN THE QUESTIONS CONCERNING
CONSTTTUTIONAL AND LEGAL MATTERS RELATING TO HUMAN RIGHTS ADDRESSED

T0 THE GOVERKMENT OF CUBA BY THE GROUP AKD SENT ON 23 AUGUST 1988

BOOK 1 - GENERAL FPART
TITLE ¥I: PENALTIES
Chapter IEI: FRINCIPAL FENALTIES
Fifch section: Limitation of freedom

Article 34, 5. The penalty of limitation of fraeedom shall be served under
the sppaervisjon and surveillance of the mags and social oiganizations o»f tha
offender's place of residence. The court shall inform the Katicnal
Revolutionary Police of the penalty, in order that the latter may arrange with
the above-mentioned organizations the appropriate ways in which it 15 o be
eXecuted and assvpe tesponsibility for informing the court of falliure to
perform the obligations inposed on the offender, in accordancs with any
cheervations it may receive on that matter from the above-nentioned

arganizations.
Chapter VI: SUSPENDED SENTENCE

Article 57. 3. Tha court may make 3 suspended sentence subjsect to an
undertaking by a political, mass or 2ocial organization to which the ocffapder
balangs Or by bhia lahour collectiva or military unit that it «ill guide him
and take ApproOpPrLiate steps to ensure that he does not commit a further cffence.
6. The <ourt shall notify the suspended sentence decided upon to the organs
of the Hatiomnal Revolutionary Police, and to the mass and social organizations
of the ciffender's work centEe apd place of residence, in order that they may
monitor and guide the conduct of the bepeficiary during the period of
probation,

10. The political, mass of smcial orqanization, labour collective or military
unit which has undertaken to gquide the offender, and the organs of the
Haticnal Bevoluticnary Folice or the mass and 2ocizl organizations which, in

accordance with provisions of paragraph 6, hate been given responsibiliry for



monitoring and guiding his conduct, way, by mean=s of a syubstantiated
application, request the gourt to redmeoe the perjiod of probation, provided
that more than halE of that pericd has e&lapsed,

TITLE VII: PAROLE

Article 58, 5. The pourt may make the granting of parole subject to an
undertaking oy a political, mass or soclial organizatiop or military unit to
which the offender belongs or by his labour collective o guide hizs conduct
and to take apprioptiste steps to ensure that he does not commit a further
offence,

g, The court shall notlfy the parole decision to the organs of the Hational
Eevolutionary Folice and to the mass and soclial organizations of the
cifender s place Oof residence in order that they may monitor and gquide his
conduct during the period of probation.

7. The court shall order exacution of the unserved part of the sentence if,
during the pexiod of probation, the perscon released on parele is sentenced Lo
lapr isonment for a further offance or engages in anki-aooial conduct or if the
poelitical, mass of social crganization, labour colleackive or military unit

that gave the guarantee withdraws it.
TITLE XI: DANGEROUE STATE AND SAFPETY MEASURES
Chapter I: DANGEROUS STARTE

Article ¥2. A dangercus state shall b daemed to be the speclal proglivity of
a particular perzon o commit cffences, as demonstrated by conduct clearcly at
variance with the standards of soclalist morality.
Article 7). 1. A dangerons state zhall Le deemed to exist when the peraca in
question displays any of the fallewing indices of dangercus conduct:

{fa) Habitual drunkenness and dipsomaniag

{b] Drug addiction; or

{¢)] dnti-soecial copduct.
3, A perzon who bakitually ipfripges the tules of social coexistence by
mesns ot etz of vioclence or okhar provocative scts, violates the rights of
others or, through his general behavioor, transgresses the foles of
couxisteances, disrupts law and arder, or lives, asz a social parasite, on the '
work of others, or exploits or practises z2ogially reprehensible vices shall be

deemped to be in 8 dangerous State by virtue of anti-sceial conduck.



Artiole 75, 1. Any persen «ho, without heing comprised in any of the
dangerous states raferred to in article 73, because of hix links or relations
with wersons who conatituta a potential thiesat to the society, other persons
and aogial, economic apd political order of the socialist State, displays
eriminal tendencies shall be Wwarned by the competent policy authority against
engaging in soclally dangerous or criminal activities,

N The warning shall, in every case, be given in an official dooument which
ghall axprassly record the reasons for issuing the warning and the response
thereto made by the person «arned. The dccument shall be signed by the latter
apd by the authority issuvipg the warning.

BOOK EI - SPECTAL PART. OFFENCES
TITLE I: OFPENCES AGAINST 5TATE SECURITY
Chapter 1It GOFFENCES AGAINST INTERNAL STATE SECURLITY
First asection: Rabellion

Article 958, 1. any person who angages in an armed uprising in order to
achisve by force any of the following aims shall ke punishable by impriscnment
for 10 to 20 years or Jdeath:

(a) Preventing completely or partially, and even temporarily, the
highest cigans of the 3State and the Government from performing their funetionsg

{b} Changing the econcmic, political and social régime of the socialist
State; or

(c) Changing, completely or partially, the Constitution or the form of
gqovernrent established by it.
2. Any perscn who commlt= any act simed at fomenting an acmed uprising
ghall, if such an uprising cccurs, be liable to a similar pepalty; §if 1t does
oot ofeir, the penalty shall be jmprisonment for 4 teo 10 years.
Article 95, Z2Zny perzon whe compits any other act intended, directly or
indirectly, to achieve thicogh viclence or other unlawful means any of tne
purposes apecified in the preceding article shall be punishable by
impr isonment for 7 to 15 wears, provided that the act in question dosg not

constitute a mote seoricus crime,

Fifth section: Enemy propaganda

Artiele 103, 1. Any peraon who:
{a) Engaqges in incitement against the Bocial order, intermational

solidarity or the socialist State, through oral or written propaganda or by

any other means; or



{b} Preparsz, diatributes or has in bhie possesaion propaganda of the
Kind referred to in the preceding subparagraph. shall be punishable by
imprisonment for one to eight vears,
2. Any perpon who disseminates false information orf maligcious predictiona
tending to cause alarm or diacontent among the populaticn or public disorder
ghall be punishable by inpriscoment for one to four years,
3. If, for the purpcses of committing the acta provided for in the precading
paragrachs, mass medin_are usad, the penalty shall ba imprisonment for 7 to
15 years,

Saventh section: Terrocism

Articles 199, PAny person who commirs any other act which iz not wore severely
punished undar this Code apd which, through the maoner, meatns or ogcasion of
ite compission, tends to cause puklic alarm with the aim of creating
conditions affecting the sgcurity of the State £hall be punizhable by

imprisonment £or one to eight years,
Chapter III: OFFENCES AGAINST PEACE AND INTERHATIONAL LAW

Fifeh section: Dissemjination of false informaticn against
intarnational peace
Article 115. Any parson who dissewminates false informaticn with the ajm of
disrupting internaticnal peace or epdangaring the prestige cor credit of the
Cuban State or its good relations with ancther State shall be

punishable by impr iscnment fcr one to four years.
TITLE II: OFFEHCES AGAINST THE ADMINISTRATION AND THE {OORTS

Chapter II; VIOLENT, OFFENSIVE OR DISUBEDIEHT CONDUCT TOWARDS
OFFICIALE OR FUBLIC SERVANTE OR THEIR AGENTS

Third section: Disrespect

Article 144, 1. &any pers=cn who threatens, slanders, libels, insults, attacks
of in any way abusfes or oifends, in speech <r in weiting, the dignity cE
honour of an official, public servant ¢r hils agents or assistants in the
pecfcrmance of his functicns, or on the occasion or by reason thereof, =hall
be punishable by impriscnment for three months ko one year or a fine of 100 to
300 cuotas (units) or by both penaltias.,



z. If an act provided for in the praceding paragraph is committed against
the Fresident of the Council of State, the Preszident of the Hatitonal Assembly
of the Feaple's Power, fembers of the Councl) of State or the Council of
Ministers, or Deputies to the Hational BAszsgembly of the Penpla'a Power, the

penalty shall be impriscnment for one to three years.
TITLE I¥: OFFEHNCEZ AGAINET PUEBLIC QRDER

Chapter IV DEFAMATION OF INSTITUTIONS AND ORGANIZATIONS
AND OF HEROES ANMD MARTYRS
ACtitcle 204. Anyone who publicly dafamesz, denigrates or sxpresses conbampt
for the instjtotions of the Republic, the country's political, nass or social
arganizations or the heroes and martyrs of the Fatherland shall be pumishable
by imprisonwent for thres months o opne vear or & fine of 100 to 303 onies,

Chapter XI: ILLEGAL ENTRY INTO AND DEPARTURE FROM
‘THE NATIONAL TERRITORY

First secticn: Illagal entry into the naticpnal territory

Article 215, 1. Any perzon who entars the pnational tarritary without
complying with the legal formalities or proviaions relat? oy to inmigration
gshall be punishable by inprisonment for one to thrae yeocg or & fine of 300 to
1,000 units,

2, Any parson who enters the national territory in the wmanner described in
the preceding patagraph for the purpo=e of sesking asylun shall be deanad to
be exempt from criminal liability.

Second section: TIllegal departure from the national tetritory

Article 216. 1. Anvyone who departa from the national territary or takes
staps toe do so without complying with the legal formalities shall be
punishable by imprisonment for one to three years or a fine of 300 to

1,004 units.

2, If in order to petform the act referred to in the preceding paragraph the
perzon concerned uses violence or intimidation against parzons or farca
againgt things, the penalty shall be imprisonment for threze to eight years,

1. The offences referrad to in the preceding paragraphs shall ba punishable
independently of any offences committed with a view to or in ocennection with

thair parpetration.




Chapter XTI: ACTS INFRINGING THE RIGHT OF DIPLOMATIC INVIOLARILITY

Article 218. 1. Anyone who Dy means of deceir, bribvery, foroe againat cthings
of violence of intimidaticon againat perasons, surreptitioously or actiog in any
othepr illigit way, gains or tries to gain entry to premises enjoving the right
of diplomatic invicolability shall be punishable by imprisonment for two to
five years.

2. The offznce referrad to in the preceding paragraph shall be punishable
independently of any offances that may he commjitted with a viaw to or in
connecgtlon with its perpetration,



Annex XXI

NAMES OF THE PERSON3 AFFECTED BY THE ALLEGED VWIOLATIONS OF THE RIGHT
TO LIFE MENTIONED IN PARAGRAPH &8.

The following political prisoners were reportedly ghot in La Cabafia in
the period from 1980 to 1987: Armando Hernindez Gonzdles and
Bamém Toledo Lugo, for regbellion) Rodelfo Alonso Roche,
Abilio Gonzdles Llanoe and Emilio Reboba Cardulis, for sabotage:
Ramdn Vera Chaviavo, Jusn Dios Vegas, Nelson Ventura Estrada Cabrers,
Diego Vera Chaviavo and Luig Llanes Aguila, for infiltratiom; amd Cipriano,
Eugenio and Ventura Garcia Marin for trying to obtain apylum. The persons
gumed down while trying to obtain asylum at the Venezuelan Embassy are said
to be: Jorge Martinez Concepcidn (i3 December 1979), Jorge Gil
{15 January 198() and Luclo Alvarez Rodriguez (10 April 1984). The Group
received reporte of killinge: Ismael Ortega Ortega (1962),
Mario Carballo Betacourt (1962) and Antonip Tolede Riso (B November 1985);
digappearances: Rubén Cruz Ungo (1964), Sandalio Cabrera Gonzdlea (1971) and
Egtebdn Soea Morffii and shootings: Radl Concepcitn Lima (27 June 1963) and
Germédn Pérez Samtana (1965). All these reports are in the Secretariat's files.



Annex XXII

LETTERS FROM PERSONS HELD IN THE COMBINADD DEL ESTE PRISON DATED 12 JUNE 1988
(JOSE M. CHION PEREZ), 10 SEPTEMBER 1938 (ALFREDC MUSTALIER NUEVO) AND
13 SEPTEMBER 1988 (JACINTO FERNANGEZ GONZALEZ AMD OTHERS).

Combinado del Este Prizon
Havana

12 June 19838

My dear and beloved dsughter,

It is my fondest hope that this letter finds you well, together with my
precious granddaughter.

My dear daughter, throuagh all these long and bloody years shut up in this
glorious Political Prison, I have tried, through alil the means available to
me, ko communicakte to you the kruth about everytking that has happened ta me.

Many times my notea have got lost; on other oocasiond vears have qgone by
before I have besn able to write you a few lines, owing to the unrelenting
igolation to which I have baen subjacted. Thisz time this has not happened,
thanks to a group of brave brothers who, heedlezs of the risks they ran
through their rash acticn, have formed a heroic bridge with their arms and
haarts in order to say that we are "pragent™,. Once ajain, my opinions ara
reaffirmed: we who inaugurated this Long-term Pelitical Prison almost three
decades ago and our new successors, "the new saplings™, ara indissolubly
united in our constant stroggle against Castroite communism and all its
henchmen.

How [ shall explain to vou the reasons why I have been prevented from
writing to yon for several days: they have ipjuced my right shoulder, which I
still czannot move easlly, they have damanged my eyesight, and they have hurt
my neck, right leg and head.

Without baing able to move my arm and blinded, it was impossible to writse
{I conld not even wear my false teeth becauss of the injuries they had causzed
me) .

T shzll now describe In outline what happened recenkly. On 2B May, they
carried out a szarch which lasted sight hourss Ln the coorze of the seagch,
the officers discovered that we had found and removed 15 microphones hidden in
the ronfz of the cells, in open and shameful violation of article 12 of the

Universal Declaration of Human Rlghts. The discovery of these 15 microphones



constltutez further evidence for all the peoples of the world, 2 pestty act of
political espionage, and the most shameless and cowardly interference possible
b¥ a Government that has to sink to such despicable methods in order to find
out everything we =av. We have never had an opportunity of expressing cur
apinions and eriticismy proof of this lies in what we have stated to the
various delegations who have visited us. One of them, whose petty and
submissive attitude places 1t ip the forefront, was the International
Association against Torture (IAATY, which made its visit in company 0of several
MINREX officials. On that occasion, surrounded by officials from the Ministry
of the Interior, ¥ publicly accused sevaral of the officials present of being

regponsible for many beatings, and that I had been one of the perscons beaten

and injured on the Isla de Pincs on their orders. Everything I said was

cecorded by the IAA') the recording was hidden or destroyed, and later all
the statements were distorted by De. Pablc Parra and Dr. Amapda Castello.
They deserve, in their own right,; a special place in the muzeuwn of ignominy.

At 5.15 p.m. on 30 May, we were attacked by special police and Ministry
of Interior brigades, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Povadora {former
Head of Jril®x apd Prison= in the Province of Oriente). He had a walkie-talkie,
which he used 211 the time to talk to someone (we do not know who). The
members of the special brigades were armed with rubber truncheons {30 as not
to leave marks) and spray cans contalning nerve gas. The cells were seiged by
the eagar rabble of the new Hitler of the dmericas.

When all parts of the priscn had been occupied, we were each taken Ly
four soldiers (kwo from the special brlgade and two from the Ministry of the
Intericr) to the cutside canteen, Once we had all been assenbled there,
Lisutenant-Colonal Povadora teold uws that we were going to be moved and that we
could take with us only our watch, glasses, toothpaste and toothbrush; our
other belongingz would be handed to us later, We were immediately taken down
to the ground floor and then made to board various vehicles. &As we laeft, we
saw that they had ssized all the buildings and that there were troops wearing
helmats, carrying rubbier truncheons apnd protective shields, and many armed
with tear—gas grenade lavnchers., We wera eyen more curpised when we found
that the vehigles were heading for the hogpital. Iong hours of waiting passed
during which we di4 not Enow what was going on in=ide the hospital. We clearly
sugpected something abnormal or unusual when we saw that our companione wera
being taken cut one by cone, placed under heavy guard apd made to hoard a
vahlicle parked in front of the eptrance staircase, We were very soon on the
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alert, for something very strange was happening. The wehicle in which we were
saated was the last in the row, and so we were able to saa cur brothers being
taken away {in the wehicle they would Arive off with only one of tz and
several soldisrs). We also noticed that all the officers (majors, lieuntenants,
coloheals and lievtenant-ocolomela) were Ccarrving walkis-talkies and that they
were oompunicating with an olive dreen painted van with dark windows which was
driving rouwmd and croumd constantly inside the prisoen {we do not know who was

in i), g9iving orders and directlinZaparations.

When the turn cama for the wehicle in which we were being held (there
ware gight of us; all the others were members of the speacial brigadae), it was
after midnight. The procesz of alighting was very slow, What we Baw when we
entered the guard room and the face of each soldier made a stromg impression
on us (it was impossible to count the number of soldiers in that place). We
reckonad that there must have been 100-150 of them, as well as a number of
dootors and nurses, who seemed to hreathe evil and a repressed thirst feor
blood, 1ike thirsty vampires ecagerly awaiting the arrival of a freah victim.

When my turn cams, they made ne get out and enter the guard room; I was
s2till surrounded by members of the special bridgade and was told I would be
given & wedicsl examination. I objected, but all in vainy I was taken by
force to varicus parte of the hospital where varlcus parts of my body were
examined. Variows kinds of apparatus were introdyced intc my mouth, nose and
2ars, and with a pieces of gauge around my tongue, they stretched it ont of my
mouth in order to be able to check more easily., This is how they began the
preliminary searches, The medical exanination announced when I arrived was,
in fact, turnipg into a medical search. Por the first time the mercenaries of
the so-called Cuban Health Service were showing their true colours and,; in
fractions of seconds, becoming the most outstanding pupils of Dr. Mengele.

When I reached the X-ray room and had to face what was going on there, it
was 82 if I had gone back in tine, to find nyself suddenly confronted with the
horrible crucifixion of Our Lord Jesus Christ. That room had become a kind of
hellish torture chamber where the victims were drageged on to the table with
their arms crozsed and legs opened, all with the help of the three X-ray
techniclans, who, with cardonic smiles, placed the victim in the desired
pesition and began to undertake a far more techonical inspection. By meana of

X-rays they searched our whole body for the "microphones™,



What happenad in Combinads del Bste Hospital wag degrading to the utmost
extent. I still seem to hear the hysterical and depraved laughter of the
doctors, narges and soldiers at our efforts to rezist members of the spacial
brigade when thaey displayed cur private parts asg If in a live advertisement of
a commercial product to the andience present. Finally the thin vell concealing
the real functions of the Castroite communist doctors was being drawn back.
The formecly respectable hospital area waa revealing its Lnnermost baseness in
all ita nudity as part of modern communist realitys the experience was
terriple and homillating, but at the same time very aducakive.

Balow I will tell you the nawes of some of the doctora, nurees and
technicians who were directly involved in the atrocitiea committed in the
hospitali

Dr. Miguel Pubillones {ganeral medicine)

Dr. Martinez Meda (surgeon)

Dr. Maria Isabel Rodriguez Quintana (surgeon)

Dr. Juan Pefla Corc {(Burgecn)

Dr. Enca (surgeon}

Dr. Fernando Mier {orthopaedic surgeon)

Dr. Mercedes Duartsa (anaeathetist)

Dr. Lina Paglieny {ear, nose apd throat specialist)

Dr. AMlcides (Head of tha Department of Odontolady)

Dr. Maria {radiclogist}

Leocadic (X-ray technician)

Farnando {X-ray technician)

Vaga {X-ray technician)

Beatriz Bardé (physiotherapy btechnician)

Dr. Morenc [(surgson)

Murses: Martha, Norma, Ana Carelia, Barparita, and the two Maria Elenas

{operating theatre) and many others whose names I do not know.

Onr situation, my dear daunghter, is still uncertain. We went on hungar
strike for five days, demanding thac the authorities return two conpanions who
had heen sent to the so-valled "triangle of death™. After five days they
brought them back. My situation was very delicate since, when I started that
strike, I had already spent 11 days without food. 1In all, I was on hunger
strike for 16 and a half daysa.



n the 7Tth, they brought us slippers, a jug, a plate, a razor and our
watches (which they had taken from us}. All these gbjects belonged to u=, but
they asked us to sign for them when they handed them over. This we refused ta

do. Om the 8th, they offered us two pairs of onderpants amd on the 9th a pair
of pyjamas, all with the ainm of concealing our nudity and the still rec¢ent
bruises resulting from hlows. As ¥You may guess, we psfused thege too, and
agkad for our belongings and nat alms to humour ns and hoodwink the members of
the Interntional Red Cross who were due to visit vs shorely-

Since the lst we have konown that our belongings are being plundered;
this is a robbery authorized in retaliation for the discovery of the
15 microphonea. We are just wondering what the limitsg of this plunder will
be. We do not know. What 15 goirg to happen ws? What sinister new plans apd
physical torture and searches will we have to underge? We do not know; only
Sod amd thoge who mapage to survive will be able to answer.
Monday, 12 June 1988, 9,30 a.m.

The International Red Cross team has Jjust arrived, It is composead of
five members, all of whom are wearing identification badges. HNevertheless,

they have showed us their passports. They are all very pleasant; their eyes
reflect datermination, compassion, kindness, and & very strong fesling of
hamenity amnd pezpect, Aftar a short explanation about their organization's
mizzion, they will begin the private interviews [with no soldiers present).
At each interview four prisoners will be present {when the interview with the
firse four fellow-prisonsrz is over, the doctor will begin to examine the most
urgent cases). T am in grouw 3. Thiz will give me time ko finish this
letter. In the next letter I will tell you all about the interview. The
names of the five members are: DRoland Veameliles, dalegata of the
International Committes of the Bed Crossi Martin Filhrar, Head of the
Recrtiitment Division; Dr., Michel Hubert, delegate/doctor;
Christine Clamente; and Danielle Coquosz.

My dear daughte:{ I have to end this letter, reloctantly, but I nust
gince there way be an opportunity of sending it off at any time. To both of
you, ny darlings, I send all my love, affeaction and kisses.

Daddy



tote to the Cupan Hukan Rights Comnittee
First of all I shonld like to express my heartfelt thanks to all the

members of the Committae for doing such honourable work in this extremely
difficolt stage of the struggle for human principles. The attitciode of the
President of the Copmittee, his officers and other membars in confronting all
the rigks and reporting to world public opinion everything thakt happenad bo
the long-term political prisoners on 30 May 1988 merits the highest praise,
Thisz actlion constltutes a true example for all those who are atill undecided.
I am reminded of what Winston Churchill said when he was Prime Minister of
Great Britain after a fierce and uneven alr battle that averted what could
have been a disaster for the future of his country. He salid:r "Never in the
field of human conflict was so much owed by 20 many co so few.” I send vou my
sincere congratulatjons and affection,

With God, the Fatherland apd Liberty
Fraternally,

José M, Chiong Péresz



Combinado del Bsta
10 Saptember 1983

Mr. Fidel Castro,

1. I am wrikting to you to inform you that I have gone on hunger atrike in
support of my demand to the Cuban Govermment that it return to me or hand over
to the United Nations Comolssion on Human Rights my letter dencuncing haman
rights viola,t.iuns_cmmittaﬂ agalnst ma by the Cuban authorities and against wmy
companions dAuring my long-tarm political imprisonment, together with a lrist of
camppanions who have heen murderad ln the course of our captivity.

2. Money and perscnal belongings, together with addresses, phetographs ard
lattars from relatives and fFriends, were also taken from me by force in tha
cour se of the humilisting search for the microphones on 30 May by hospital
pergonnel, the special brigade and soldlers at thia prison.

3. The correspondence of saveral months (particularly May, June, July aml
Aqust} from my wife, relativesz and friends,

4. I want t¢ be taken to Calixto Garcia Hospital where, since March, I hawve
had ap appointment with the allerqgist and gastro-enterologisty I have not
besn taken there,

5. [ wish to be taken to see my only sister, who iz suffering from
metastatic gastri¢c neoplasia and whom the doctor at Cobadonga Bospltal has
given zix months to live. T requested permission ko visit her five monkhs ago.
6. I alzc demand that I should ba allowed access to information ¢la the
radio, uncfficial presa, foreidn periodicals, ete. - a right provided for in
article 19 of the hiversal Declaration of Human Rights.

T. I alse demand <ivilian clothing which, as a political prisoner (and in
accordance with the Geneva Convention), I am entitled to wear., T am
cecognized aa such by the Tnited Hations and other international
organizations, so there is no reason for keeping me in hospital pyjamas Like a
patient.

8. 7 demand wedlcal attention in a hospltal that iz not used ag a centre for
reprasaion, torture and political investigation by the prizon seldierz and



nilitary dectors operating in ik, I zm suffering fraom nvmercus ailmente that
I have contracted in prizon, incloding allergies, apd digestive, bladder,
eyealght, haaring and dermatological problem=. I base my demands on article 5
of the Universal Declaration of Fuman Rights, which states: “Fo one shall be
suobjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
panfshmant.”

Yours fmithfully,

Alfredo Mustalier Ruewo
Laomg=term political prisoner
Bailding 3, 4th Floor, C=l1 5



Contbinade del Este Prison
13 Septanber 1988

To public osinion,

We wish to inform public opinion that the political priscners
AlLfredo Mustelier Buevo, of the historic long=term political prison,

Félix villas 5£drdn and Lucio Lino Alonso Bretaha, mesber of the Cuban Human
Fights Committes, have been on hunger strike since 9 September in the <ase of
the first-menticned and since 12 September in the case of the other two. They
will remain on hunger strike Eor as lomg as the group from the nited Hations
Commission on Human Rights remaing in Cuba, in support of the humanitarian
action that this group is to undertake in our country.

We alse wish te inform you that on Surday, 11 September, all the
political prisoners held in Byildiny 1 were transferred to the fourth floor
of Building 2. A thorowgh searoh waa carried out ard all their personal
bhalongings were conflscated, including medicine, underwear, blankets, sheets,
pillow~caszes, elactric razors, ard 20 on. Once again, as it has alwaye done,
fastro's Govermment la wventing its anger on the political prisocners, thereby
revealing its fear and contempt for this small group of Men.

Signed by the Cuban Human Rights Committee In Prison.

Jacinto Ferndndez Gonzdles Samiel Herndndez Reyes
Zandor Mendoza Mendoza Lucic L. Alonso Bratafia
Padro J. Porta Rodrigueg Enrigus Ruiz Cabrera
Marco Urganivia Didguez Alfredo Jiménez Ramos

Oreates M. Péarez Gil Rohar to dal Risco Baragz



Annex XXTI1X

EXTRACT FROM STANDARD MINIMUM RULES FOR THE TREATMENT
OF PRISONERS OF UNITED HATIONS ORGANIZATION

Accommodetion

9. {1) Where sleeping accommodation is in individual cells or rooms,
each prisoner shall occupy by night a cell or room by himself, JF for special
reasons, such as temporary overcrowding, it becomes necessary for the central
prison administration to make an exception to this rule, it is not desirable 1o

- have two prisoners in 2 ¢ell of room.

(7} Where dormitories are used, (hey shall be occupied by prisoners
carclully sckcted as being suitable 1o associate with one ancther in those
conditions. There shall be vegular supervision by night, in keeping with the
nature of the institution,

10, ARl accommaodation provided for the use of prizoners and in
particular 2ll sleeping accommodation shall mest 2ll requicements of heallh,
dué regard being paid to climatic conditions and particularly 10 cubic content
of air, minimum fleor space, lighting, heating and ventilztion.

11. In a0l places where prisoners are requited to live or work,

{a} The windows shall be large enough to enable the prisoners 12 read or
work by naturai light, and shall be so construcied that they can allow the
enteance of fresh air whether or not there is analicial ventilation;

(&) Artificial light shall be provided suflicient for the prisoners to read or
work without injury to eyesight

12. The sanitary installations shall be adequale (o enable every prisoner
1o comply with the needs of nature when necessary and in a clean and decent
Mmasnmner.

13, Adeguate bathing and shower instailations shall be provided so that
every prisoner may be enabled and required to have a bath or shower, at a
temperaturs suitable to the climate, &5 requently as necessary for general
Pygiem: according o season and geographical region, but at least once a week
in a temperate climate,

14. All parts ol an institution regulariy used by prisoners shall be
properly maintained and kept scrupulously cleao at all times,

Medical sevvices

22, () A every instilution thers shail i i

least one fualified medical officer who sharfda;::::b::;ﬂe I;aeﬂ:;m::;;f:}

m:c:hmtm :I:Jmedlml‘sgmc?s should be organized in close relationskip 10

mcltuj:m _Ih _al:lmmilslmtlun of the coimmunity or nation, They shall
a psychiatric service for the diagnogis and, in proper cases, th -

ment of states of mental abnormality. (e frest

El} Slct_ pri.!’.ungrs wha require specialist trezement shall he transfertsd to
spec |Il:l_:l msl_ttul_mn.? oF to civil hospitals. Where hospital facilities are
mdud 5111“ Ian [RStilietion, their equipment, furnishings and pharmacentical

les shall be proper for the medicat car: and treatment of sick prisone
and there shall be a sail of syitable trained officers, ®

(3} The senvi B
o ces of 4 qualifed u_:lenml officer shafl be available 1o EVETY



Annex AXIY
LA COACCION LEGAL Y LA LIBRTAD RELIGIOSA EN CUBAT, BY HIRAM ABT COBAS,
MEMBER DF THE CUBAN COMMITTEE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, HAVANA, 1988

Although the holding of religious views may be regarded as an inherently
personal matter. the forms which different beliefs take are unguestionably an
integral part of culture and, as such, should be passed on to younger
generations through education.

The right to religlon thus pregupposes the right to sducate ard instil
intoe one's children the religicus belief: inherited as part of Eheic -culture;
which they azx individpals will subgaguently us=e a= & basis in forming their
own values. Article 18 of the niverzal Declaratlon of Human Rights
establishes the right to pass on one's religion through education, a right
which is =tated more sxplicitly in article 246, paragraph 3, of the Declaration.

Thiz xight iz embodied in the legislaticn promilgated by the Cukan
Government , beginning with its Conatitution, article 38 of which proclaims
that "its educational and cultural policy is based on the following
prineiples:  {a) the State bases its aducational and cultural policy on the
sclentific view of the world established apd developed by Marxism-Leninism;
(b} sdocation 1s a functicn of the Stats, Congeguently, sducatlonal centres
belong to the State ... [c) the State promotes the communizt education of new
generations ++.". These three paraqraphs of the Constitutlion wrongly
establish as the solg scientific viaew of the world that proclaimed by Margism-
Leninism - a principle azserted in the thesis on educational polisy of the
first Congress of the PCC, which states that "The contant of the sabjacts
taught in the schoel gystem shall bhe based on the governing principles and
categories of dialectical ard histeorical materialism™, so that all other
philosophical and religious views are labelled anti-scientific, which raflects
negatively on children whose parents practise a religion and endeavour to
instil it into them. Secondly, with a view to promoting the communist
education of children amd yourg pecple, the State prohibits any type of
non-5tate educstion which attempts to instil a religlous falth and 1s thus
tedected by communist atheism,

Article 3% of tha Constitetion states that "The education of children and
young people in the spicit of commonlsm is the duty of all society". Under
this provision, not even the parents themelves, may oppose or attempt to

replace the Marwist-Leninist concept inp theier children's sducakion.



Ajaln regarding tha pestriction of the education of minors in the
religion of their parents, the Conatitution states bthat "It i2 1llegal and
punishable by law to Uuse yellqgiona faith or belief te oppose the Revolution,
education or compliance with the dAuties to work, defend the homeland with
arms, revers itz symbolas or othaer dubies established by the Constitution®,

The article in guestion not enly restricts the fresdom of conacience of some
aects and Churches, such asx the Jehovah's Witnezses, or the Savenkth Day
Ayventists, who do not work on Saturday. but also make it illegal to invoke
the religous balief of the parents in opposition to "the education of children
amd youty pedple in the spicit of communism™, as stated in arkticle 39, or the
Marxist-Ieninist view which article 3B establishes as the basis of educatiohal
palicy.

Under article 35 of ancther basic law concerning the celationship between
parents and children, namely, the Family Code, parents have the duty to lastil
in their ¢hildren "the =pirit of internationalism ard the cules of
co-atistence and social morality ..."%, thereby again imposing on them the
cbligation to impart to their children, contrary to their beliefs, the ethical
principles of atheist materialiam.

Whila the provisiona referred to above place restrictiona on parenta
wiching to share thelr religicus bellefz with their children, whatever thogse
beliefs may he, some Churches and secks with special characteristics face
greater difficulties, as we shall ges. Mot obly iz any type of sducation
other than atheist meaterialiam prohibited, but children whose parenks ace
peepared to take the visk of instrueting them in Christian beliefs will
encounter a hostile environment at school, where they are taught
wmanicheistically to distinguish batween "revelutionaries having a materialist
scientific view and non-revolublonaries influenced by anti-sclentific and
idealistic copcepts®. A5 a result, the children of parents with religicus
bellefs are epgulfed in a2 social crisis which iz practically irremediable for
chilé@ren and young people unless they resort to concealing their religlions
beliefs, with possible adverse effects on their personalities.

The Seate sadpcation system restricts the acoess of religious believers to
the teaching profession. artlcle 3 of the Remgulations governing Conduct in
the Teachling Profeszicon provides thak "Any person performing an educational
activity iz obligated to {a) maintain exemplary Condoct consistent with thae
natms and princlples of comunist morality within and outside edugational

establishments”, which precludes any religious practice, partlcipation in acts



af worship, s=te., even cutside the ¢lassroom. ™nder article & (p) of the
above-ment ioned Regulations, the introduction into educational establishments
of deviationist literature or other materlals, which generally include
religious symbols, Bibles, atc., io cegarded a3z a violation of the etandards
aof professionzl conduct, even Lf such materials are nhot used to proselytize
studentz. The ideoclogical basis for all this is to be found in the rasolution
on the policy regarding religion, the Church and religicus believers, adopted
at the filr=t Congress of the pOC, which states “In view of the aboxe (Lhe
comunizt education of new gemerations}, it is considered essential b train a
teaching body egual to this task amd that teachers at all levels should zo
conduct themselwes as not to diskort or misrepresent, throough their teaching,
the declared chieptive of ap education completely free of upsgientific
concepts or views, in both the demon=tration and explanation of natural and
sozial facts and phenomena”.

in addltion, all primary-schonl amd intermediste-school pupils in Cuba
must bBelong to the Srganization of Comunizt Picneers, which is in
contravention of article 20 of the Unhiversal Declaration of Human Rights.

Parents who belong to sects or Churches with marked pacifist leanings or
with strict views on religiocus festivals, suweh as the above-menticned
Jehovah's Wikneszses or Sevanth Day-Adventists, may he prosecuted for the
offerce specified in arkicle 316 of the Criminal Code, namely, "My parson who
induoces s minor to abandon hie hone, drop out of achool, reject educational
work inherent in the national system of educaticon, or faill to pecform his
futies relating to respect for and love of the Fatherland, shall ke liable to
impri=zonment for three months Eo one year or to a Eine of 100 to 300 units, or
both", It should be noted thak school textbooks contain ideas deprzcating
religion, 8o that anyone conteadicting them lays himsalf open to the above
pepalty, This threat is alac made clear in article 206 of the Criminal Code
wherehy “Any pecsen who, abusing the fresdom of worship guarvantesd by the
Constitution, uses religious bellef as a basis for oppoEing the objectives cof
education or the duty to work, to defend the Fatherland with arms or revere
its sywbols, or any other duties established Iin the Constitution shall be
liahle to a penalty of imprisoomant for three months to one vear or to a fine
of 109 to 300 unlts®, This article, which reinforces artigle 54 of the
Constitution, guoted earliser, further restricts the religious edugation of

children and the exXepcize of religious Eraedom.




In the case of adult religious believers, the restrictions on the rights
embodied in articles 18 to 21 of the Universal Decjaration of Human Rights are
clear. Chapter ¥ of the Constitution of the Republic does not establish, for
religious bellevers, aguality of rights with the reat of soclety and thus does
not prochiblt dlecrimlnasicon on groundes of religious belief,

Members of religlons zre prohibited from practising their religion in
public places, holding religiosus processions, making radis op teleuiﬁian
breadocasts, having access to the press and virkually any form of
digcaminaticon. It ie worth noting that, in the regolution on policy regacding
religion, the Church and raligions believers adopted at the first Congress of
the PCC, it 18 stated that the State upholds the following principle
*r£) WwWithout offending the relligqlous sentiments of religious bellevera, every
citizen has the right to uphold and deferd his atheist materialist beliefs®,
Howhere is any provisicon made, however, for the right of religlous believers
ta wphold apnd disseminate thelc bheliefs,

In the ralevant forms, job appl icanks are reguired ko sktake whether they
are members of & Church, sect or club and whather they aras religious
belisvers, practising or otherwise. These forms are taken ints account in
recruitment and subsequent promcticon, and the practige of 7 rpeligion, or
merely holding religious beliefs, iz a handicap., The Si... L5 true for the
forms to bhe complated by university studepts seeking employment.

Persons hoelding religicus heliefs are also disqgualified from kaking up
employment in certain institutlons, such as the Ministry of the Interior,
obtaining managerial posta in the mass media, becoming officers in the armed
forces, and from holding any post (ministar, wice-minister, managerial, =te.)
calling for "political reliability®.

An individual with religious beliefs may not belong to the WC or POC,
Under article S5 of the Conatitution "the Communist Party of Cuba, the
organized Marxist-Leninist vanguard of the working class, is the highest
leading force of socliety and of the State ...", 3o that anyonhe wha is not an
activist i= precloded from particivating jin the highast leading forece in the
Government of the country, which constitutes digerimination againgt religious

‘believers and a violation of their rights as established in article 21 of the
Universal Declaration,

Furthermore, membership of UJIC is essential for admisszion ta certain
university Faculties, such as ﬁhilnsaphy and history, to name but one, which
precludes religicus believers from enjoy¥ing the rights &stablished in



article 26 of the Univecsal Declacation. Religious bellevers are also
prohibited from joining the bEmaching stafif of auch facultles, which is a
violation of the clght racognized in article 23 of the Universal Declaration.
Article 53 of the Congkikution restricts the righkt to freedom of
aszociation, which iz als#o governed by Law Wo. 54 of 1985 and resolution
o. 51 of 1986. All associatlona must be approved by tha Ministey of Justice
and conform to the requirements imposed by the State, cne of which is an
excessively large membershlp, despite the fact that the formaticon of
asgociatlons has traditionally reguired only seven menbers., Asscelations of
Ehiz type are linked with the Miniastry of the Intericr, with which they must
co-oprdinsks theiy activities. The ifaguing of achoal uniforme or ghoes kG pook
childeen is prohibited, as are pablic demonstrations, acts before plaguas or
mongments, layettes for babies born on national days and finally, almest all
the social works which such associatlions used to undertaka. Also prohibited
are gpecial collecticns for members in distress; intended for prisonersz apd
their famllies. visits to political prisonetrs by priests or public afficials
are prohibited, as is any type of communicatisn which might help toe give them
a faeling of fellowship., Memberzhip of an azscciabion not anthorized by the
Stata iz punishable under article 208 of the Criminal Code, which states
"l. aAny perscn whe becomes a member of an asseclation not registered with the
aporopriate State agency =hall be liable to imprisopment for one to three
wonths or to a fine of up to 100 anles. 2. The promters cor cEficers of an
unregistered assoclation shall be liable to impriscmment for thres months to
ohg year or to a fine of 100 to 300 units.” This is regardless of whether
the assogiation was established for c¢harltable, social or other reasons, the
penalties for goriminal apssociation being stipulated in article 207,
Unavthorized demonstrations, including those srganized by associakions
approved by the State, are prohlbited urdar article 209 of the Code, which
statez “l., Any parscon participatipg in meetings or demonstratlons held in
violation of the provisicons governing the exercise of those rights shall ke
liable to impriscormuent for one to three moaths or to a fine of up
to 100 ynits, 2. The organizecs of unlawful meetings or demnskrationz zhall
be liable to inpriscomment for three months ko one year or ko a fine of 100
to 300 units.™ As ©an ba ssen, no reference is made Lo mestings or
demonstrations whiech disturk the peacs, and even persons gatharing in a
cem:tery to Ppay their respects at the grave of one of tha fourders o
illustrious memnbers of an assoclaticn can b2 - and have been - penalized,



Crdained ministers of #he various religicns, and members of those
religiona krnuwm for their pacifism, are liable to the penalties laid dosm in
article 20& of the Criminal Oode if they refuse to participate in nmilitacy
mobilizations, as well as to thoase laid down in articles 171 and 172 whareby
any person refusing to perform milltary sercvice iz liable to up to 2 years'
imprisorment, Buch persons may alee be llable to the penaltiss laid down in
article 203 of the Code, which states "l. Any person who insulis or, by other
means, shows disrespact for the national flag, anthem or coat of arms shall be
1iable to a penalty of imprisomment for three months to one year o 0 a fipe
of 100 to 300 onits™, Article 202, paragraph 4, of the Criminal Code alsc
establishes penalties for ministers of pacifist aects and their misaicnaries:
"§. The came penalty as provided for in the foregoing paraqeaph [imprisonment
for one to three months or a fine of up ko 10Q unita} =hall apply to any
perzon inciting others not to perform the ofvic Auties realating bto the defence
of the Fatherland, production or sducatisn®™, This articla alsc establishes
Penalties for ministersz of Chourcheg such as the Seventh Day Mventists, which
call for strict obsecvance of their religlous festivals.

Members of religiona which advecate faith healing are liable to the
penalties laid dewn in article 149 of the Criminal Code, which states “Any
person who, out of a degire for gain or with othar malicicos inteant, or
causing damage cor injury to another person, performs acts peculiar Eo an
cecypation for which he 1s not duly qualified shall be liable to a penalty of
imprisonment for three months to one year or to a fine of 100 ke 2300 units, oc
both*. 4Yhey are also liable to the penaltiea laid down in article 1%7 of the
Code, which atatez "Any peracn who, on any pretext, incites others not to
accept medical attenbion for themselves or their relatives or to reject
measures relatipng to preventive medicine shall be liable to a penalty of
imprisonment for 3 months to one year or to a fine of 100 to 300 vnits, or
both®.

It should be noted that all the penalties laid dawn in the
abpye=mentioned articles of the Criminal Code referring to one form or another
of religicud activity were increazed in the latest amendm=nt, adopted on
1) Decerber 1987.



Finally, the opportunities for religious believers to practice and
comunicate thelr religion will always be restricted and controlled as a
result of the continuous materialist and atheistic campaign of the State, as
made ciear in article 61 of the Constitution: “Wone of the freedoms accordad
to citizens may be exarcised contrary to what ia e¢stablished In the ¢
Censtitution and the law, ot contrary to the existence and objectives of the
Socialist State, or contrary to the decision of the Cuban People to buaild
socialism and communiam. Violatione of this principle are punishable by law"



Annex XXV¥

COPY OF THE JUDGEMENT QF 16 JUNE 1381 BY THE PEOFPLE'S MUNICIPAL
TRIBUNAL OF SAGUA LA GRANDE, IN THE CASE OF RUBEN HOYO RUIZ

Eresident of the Court: luisa ¥, Vazguez Guarra
Justices: Raill Pérez Herrera

Padra H. Izquierdo Maya :
Eacord of hearing and
judgement to convict,
with directions
regarding appeal

In Saqua la Grande, on the geventeenth day of the month of June 1981, the
Peopple’s Coourt of the Municipality of Saqua Ia Srande, ., met, in my
precence ag Sscretary, to conduct trlal Wo. 325 of 1%4l, ccncarniﬁq an offence
of poazegajon of unauthorized printed makter,

Thers appaared as the acouseds [facultad obgsara oonpesira)

RUBEH HOYD RUIZ, sducational Jevel: Peoplets University, fourth lavel,
(11th grade}, son of Caledonio and Hortensia, 32 years of age, civil status:
married, occupation: ochnemployed, a native of Sagua la Grande, province of
Yilla Clapga and with an address at Paraledio, no numbay, corner of Brito, Saqua
la Grande, ¥.C.1

Lieut. René Gomez Sotolongo, Head of Sector of the Wational Revolutionary
Police (PFAR) of this city, appefred as acousar.

Tha injured parky 4id not appear.

The progecutor, Amada P. Gonzdlez Dulziades was in attendance.

The defente counsel was not in attendance,

At the baginning of the proceedings, the statement of the acocuser oz
injured party was taken, after he had been informed by the President of his
obligation to tell the truth and the criminal liability he would incur if he
failed bto do so0. The statements of the accused personis) was/were then taken,
after they had been informed of the charges againat him, who was bringing the
¢harges and his/their right under the law either to make a statement or to
tafrain from doing so.

Evidence was then submitted, 2fter all witnesses had been informed oE
thelr obligation to tell the truth and the criminal liability they would incuc
if they failed toc do 89 and had been guestioned regarding their per=zonal
particulare, whether they knew the accused and the injured barey and whethec
they had any relationship of kinship, friendship or enmity or of any other
kind with elther of those partiesg, they were then examined:

After all the evidance had bhewn submittred, the accused waa given the
fioor in case he had anything tg say in bis defenca; he did not make use of
this right.



This being =0, the Court withdrew for a brief period to agree on its
judgement, after which the proceedings resumed.

After evaluating the evidence submitted, the Court considered that the
follovwing factis) had been proved:

That, in the early hours of the morning on the ninateenth of May of the
current year, the dwelling of the accused RUBEN HOYQ RUIZ was searched by the
PHR and the £ollowing ftem= gsalzed: one Bible, thres iszsues of the
Watchtower, one book on the Mew Testament and kwo religicous books concernindg
the sect ©of the Jehovah's Witnemses, the last being designed for purposes of
proselytism.

The accused has no criminal recocd.

The Court then handed down a judgement conviceting RUBEN HOYO RUIZ, of the
offence of possession of unavthorized prloted matter, the description of and
penalties Eor which are ssr forth in article 241 of the Panal Cade, and
sentencing him to HINE MONTHES OF DEPRIVATION OF LIBERTY, and a3z an accessory
punishment, to a loss of civil rights for a peried equal to the main
punishment upon its conclosion, in accordance with the proavisions of
article 28-3-a of the Criminal Coads.

All the material evidence was confiscated and destroved. o verdicts
were given concerning civil liability, since theéce was ndne. The Courk
inveked artigle 374, parageaph %, subparageaph (2}, of the Criminal
Procedure Aot and ordered that the accusad be detained in custoedy. Lastly,
the Prasident informed the parties of their right to appeal to the Criminal
Division of the Provinocial People's Qourt of Villa Clara within three days of
tha juodgement, by submitting an applicatien in writing to the Secretary.

This concluded the procesdings and the presant docdnsnt was drawin UD,
giqned by the members of the Court and certified by the undersigned, the

Secretary:
I CERTIFY: that the above transcription i= a faithful soby of the
oriqinal,
Sagua la Grande, L5 May 1985. "Year of the Third Party Congress."
{Signed} BAbelardo Reyes Pérez,
Secretary



Annex XIVI

OPEN LETTER OF 28 MAY 19838 ADDRESSED TO THE MEMBERS OF THE GROUP

BY 46 MEMBERS OF THE POLITICAL PRISONERS ORGANIZATION HELD IN

THE COMBINADO DEL ESTE PRISON, HAVANA, DELIVERED TO THE GROUP BY
THE CUBAN COMMITTEE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

"Hahana del Este” Prison
[Coab inado del Eskte)

Havaha, Cuba
OFEH LETTER

Hie Excellency Mr. Alioune Sene
Chairman,
United ¥ations Commission
on Human Rights
{Porty-fourth seasion)

Their Bxcellencies the Ambassadars
of Rulgaria,
Colonblia,
Ireland,
Higeria;
and the Phillppines to the
Group established
to investigate the
human rights situation
in Cuba

Your Excellencies,

There has been much comment throuwshotut the world on police States and the
practice of thought control. However, it is difficult, not to say Impossible,
for these who have nob lived under a commenist reégime to understand its full
herror. Absolute control over the citizens does not result from 2 single law
or degree, but from a gradual procezs of terror by which submission is imposed
az a basic reguirement for survival.

This Intreduction, or preamble, is necessary because the Group of which
you are members will nobt be garpying out it2 work in a democratic countpy
where citizens may freely aXpress thelyr thoughts without risking government
reprisaly, but in a counkry where exipressing oneself fresly entails a serious

risk with real and harmful congeguences. FPor these reasons, in order for your



investigation to grasp the Eull scape of the oppressiom, harasament and
arbitrary treatment of whlch the Cuban people are victims, you should have
some basic knowledge of the situation in Cuba.

A brief summary of the history of the communist process in Cuba will help
make you aware of the two sides to the szitvation in this counkry; the
specious pleturs bullt up by government propaganda with a meticulcusly
congkracted fagade; and the other, ceal state of affaire, full of hardship,
concealed throuogh fear talked about and criticized only in the intimacy of the
home, and characterized by simulation.

Iet us first look at the fake situation presented officially, which is
aimed primarily at the world cutside and the many foreidgners inwvited Ry the
Govermnment for promoticnal and propagsanda reasons at the cost of the pecple's
gweat and labour. This cutward appearance is based on absoluke control of all
spheres of national activity, in particular the Government's complete
domination of all the media, which makes it virtually impossaible for the
Fecple to express the truth, To project this image, the Government chose the
two areas most important for human beings: health and education. As you most
koow, in Coba the Government i=x the absolute master of all the country's
resources and heans of production and therefore of all the wealth created; it
was thus not difficule for the GCovernmant, ak the sxpensse of the other sectors
of the economy, to build a fagade of special medical centres, such as the
CIMEQ, the Hermanos Almeijeiros Hospital, the Centre for Immunity Tests and a
few other selected hospitals throughout the national territory. It should be
pointed out that most of the hozpitals in the capital had been built in the
RFepublic hefore the revolution: the Hospital Waciopal {formerly Regla
Bocarris)s the Carlos J. Finlay (formerly Hospital Milikar); +the Frank Pais
{formerly OMRY)) the Salvador Allande (formerly Covadongal; the Luis Diaz
Soto {formerly Hospital Mavall}; the Pando Ferrer {formerly Anti-Blindness
Ieagualy the Fajarde (formerly Beins Mercedes) the Julie Trige (formerly
Sgnatorio la Esperanzaly the Hogpital Clinico-Duirdrgico del Cerro (Eormerly
Mercedsa del Puertol) the Miguel BEnriquez (formerly La Benéfical; the
Pedidtrics Azl Cerrco (formerly Catdlicas Cubanaad: the Pructuoso Rodr iquez
{formerly Ortopédico)ls the Onecoldgice (formerly Kouril; the Pedro Borras
(formerly Infantil); and others such as the Calixto Garcia, Bwergenciaz, the
Marianac y Vedado Maternity Hospitals, Quinta Dependienteé=, Balear, sbo.



The ataff working in khe medlcal centres gelected to show toe foreiqners
are chogen for their complete f{dentification with the political system, from
clarks to doctors. All have attended seminars on how bo tell Foceign vigitors
how good the system is, The care and supporting facilities in theze centres
are not to be found anywhere #2lze. The additionzl bensfits enjoyed by those
working in such centres are an ilncentive to comply with the least squestion
and pecform thelr functions zealously. It is in thase selectsd hogpitals,
stzh as the CIMED (reserved for important figures in the Governmenk and
Communist Party and foreigners) that patlente receive proper medical
agsistance and care. But are these the prevailing conditions in the country's
athar medical centres? We are nobk asking you to accepk our opinion, but that
aof Pidel Castro him=elf and his journalists: we quokte word Eopr word the
headlines of twoe articles in the Cuban press on the subjest., One, f£rom the
newspaper Granma of 2 Rugust (986, reads as follows: "Fidel meets with heazlth
leaders to discuss the causes of the people's dissatlsfaction wikh the poor
guality of health services in Havana". The other 1s from the newspaper
Juventud Rebelde of 26 Movember 1987, by the journalist fuwis Hernandez

Serrvane, amd ceads as Follows: “who is waiting for whom in the clinics?

Crammed with people, dirty floors, e water, seriously ill patients waikting ko
bee seen®. If we add what the press leaves odit, such as cne average
three-month walt to ses a specialist, the shortage of medicines, the
ill-ppeatment of patients, the suspension of consultaticns and aven tha need
to supplement patients' food by bringing in a plece of Exuit or chicken, we
will have a good idea of what medical cacre is really like iIn Cuba, something
guite different from what it is claimed te be and what is presented to foreign
vizitors, among whom you yoorselves will undoubtedly be in a wery special
cabeqory.

For your further information we have copied below a section of the
confidential report prepared by the Cormunist Party's public coplnion team in
Ehe province of Halguin, which ceads: "To inform the Party lzaders how the
pecple rate the servioes provided by the health sector in 1% muniloipalities in
the province of Helguin, the Public Opinion Saction of the Deparbtmenk of
Revolutianary Orisntatlion of the Provingial Commithes of the Communist Parcty
analysed 14,756 opinions received during the sacond half of 1987, with the

following results:



Municipalities Total
opinions
1. Gilpara Bl1
2. Bafael Freyre i1n
1. Banes 638
4. Antiila 1 296
. BRaguanos 397
6. Holquin 1 764
7. Calixto Gaccia 41
8. Cacolum 13
9. Urkbano Horis 7313
hﬂ. Cuato 162
11. Mayari 1 028
12, Frank Pais 152
13, Sagua de Tanamo 11211
14. Moa 227
Family doctor 671
ATDE 382
Total 10 756
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The report alss contina 32 pages of complainks to back up these opinions,

which we have not included Eor lack of space.

The educational sphere, for its part, iz something that deserves thorough

international imspectiocn to reveal the serious crime that is being committed

against Cuban youth.

Undeyr the pretext of providing acpess for avecyons to

free education, a principles which iz sere ko win goodwill armd approval from

any obsarver wha is nok aware of the hidden objective, the Cuban régime has

eliminated all typas of private,

religious, apolitical educaclion, as [ound in

mast counteies in the world,; and established inztezd a single, compulsory.

gystem based on a highly politicized materialist approach, in which God, the

family and the home have besn aliminated from the sducebion bo be given the

skedent,

for the pupils.

The basic concepts of law and jusktice are not gonzsidered necessary

Subjects guch as morals atd ciwics, logic, study of the

Congtitotion, ektc., in which they uzed to be taught ideas =ssential for a



proper appreciation of sociecy and human co-axistence, have baen aliminated
Erom the syllabuses to make room for subjects such as dialectle materialism,
history of the Comunist international workers' movement, historical
materialism, basic military training and other similar matters, in which,
basides the cult of wiolencs, they are taught a vision of the world based on:
the “chsgurantist and rektrograde* paktore of & belief in God, the aberrant
character of political doctrines diffsrent foom Mardiom—Leninism, the
inevitable triwmmph of coimuni=m, the need for a militarisgkic society, amd
aspecially, hatrad for anyone apposed to communism, This seducsational systam
denies studente acces=z to knowledge of the schools of thought of mankind 1n
general amd linits theic studies to & Marxiat appreach thak forces them b
ascept as laws what were no more than theoriss. Students are ohliged vo
accept and repeat theoretlcal ideaz which are contradickted by reality,
ingreasing their confugsion and uncertainty. They are told that the people owm
all the means of production - fackoaries, theatcas, buses, s&toc. - buk they soon
diecover that all the peapla really own is thaic hardship and Eheir poverty.
They ace told the people are free, bat they see that they cannot say, let
alone wrilte, what they believe or deduce, that they cannot move about frealy
or eravel outalde thelr countey. They are told that we ace all egual, but
they =ee their familiesd crammad into wratched little rooms while tha "leaders”
liva in ocoomfortable mansionsa and kravel about in modarn oars. Thay are told
that communism {3 the most advanced and fairest political and economic system,
but they cemember that they have bean carcying ration cards for nearcly a
guarter of a century.

Education is supposzed to be free, but from the secondary Level onwards,
students ace forced to do agricultural work without any pay. The basic and
pre-university secondary achoola in country areag are located in ralation to
the needs of agricultural production and not to the centre= of population and
their sducational needs, i.e. priority is given to preduetion and not to
education. For many students this agriecultural work ig exhausting., and the
widespre=ad u2e of pedical certificaces to aveid soch =xploication has led to
crises, which have been ceported in the preas, 2.g9. in the newspaper Somes
Jovenes.

In higher education, the "teaching-production® plan introduced in 1370
makesz it mandatory to combine work with study as a form of "comprehensive
educakion®, bat skpdents in theiy fiest and sacond yeare have to work half a

day ~ four hours per day - in facknriez ag ardinary laboor, sweaping floors,
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leading goods, 2te., with no educaﬁional urpcse and no pay whatscavar)
instead of class=z they gek lackures and in fact they rave to teach themselves.

The siperienge with scholarship plans another of the methods applied in
tha educational syskem, was kruly disasztrous, and khere i2 no meption in any
oF the media btoday of a btopic 20 widely discuszed eome years ago.

Farthermore, at the expange of resources for Cuban studanks, the chgrnment iz
permansently supporting seme 22,000 forelgn students, mor to help handy
countries but to prepare political cadres whe will be useful later on ko
implement itz traditicnal policy of world subversion.

The Government allsgas that it2 teaching methods have produced 20, 000
doctacs ~ with ne meption, naturally, of thelr guality - but doms nok say that
they have also produced tens of thousands of criminal of fenders, whe have made
Cuba a sick society, 5 is uneguivocally revealed in an article by
Reynold Rassi in the newspaper Granma of 8 april 1988, which staktes that
betwasn 1%80 and 19H6 alona, tha criminal courts heard owver one and a half
miilion cases, If we consider tha fact.that one Ccase may involve ap B0 10 or
more per=ong, we will have a clear 1ld3ea of the actual results of the Cuban
eduocational systemr: in less than 7 years, more than 15 per cent of the total
population has keen charged and prosecuted; if we Imave cut children apd old
people, the proportion is highar, EF we add ¢riminal cazes for tha peried
19601980, we understand why Cagkro'a Cuba has the highest proportion of
criminals to total population of all the countries in the world. Perhaps the
best indication of the guallty of the sducation dispen=ed by the Communist
gsyztem in Cuba Iz the fact that 90 per cent &f the criminal population are
less than 27 years of age, i.e. young people born and brought up on the
Revolution, Other revealing pieces of information are that V6 per cent of
younyg people over 15 yeacs of age are addicted to tobacco; that conszumption
of drugs among youny people iz reaching alarming proportionsy that under-age
pregnancias are of such magnitude ag to be a national tragedy - cut of 1,728
birthe in an Oriente Hospital in 1986, 34 par cent were to woathers undar
1d yearz of age (the magazline, Bohemla, 22 June 1967)3; that venareal diseass
and syphilis are spreading among young people at a terpifying rate -
£0,000 cazes, according to the Minlatry of Poblic Health.

To conclode our discus=sion of this topic, we eshould like to indicate to
the membarz &f the Commitbee some of the lepser damage caused by the

sducational systen applied in Cubar (1) The decline in the teaching of



manners, which used to have such influence and receive so much attenkion in
cur country, invelving regpect for one's elders and reverence for the old;
courtesy towards ladies, sympathy and support For invalids, blind people, the
dizabled, eto., the uze of polite phrases such az "please”, "thank you",
"dan't mention it", stc, (2] The 2sgeneration of ocur Spanis=h languoage,
egpecially among students and Heople who, thoogh no longer students, have been
edocated by the same system, a langoage tainted by the introduction of idioms
of the lowest sort, coarse language and swear words, and a poverky of diction
that iz frightening. (3} The detecioraticn of parent—child relationzhips
becauze of the serious wndermining of parental authority By the idea of "fres
devalopment af children and adolsszcenkts™ which has been Arilled into children
and young people. Sexual permissiveness has baen the starting point here,
through sex edgcation in schools. Iks chief exponent, Dr. Alvarez Lajonchere,
uses such "moral and instructive" phrases as: "virginityr the meat
anachronletic symbol of the underevaluation of women": the title of one of his
main works,

Thiz has been a brief analysis of the actual sitvation in the bwo key
areas, health and sducation, in which the Caztro régime claims to have made
its grear achievements iv 30 ysars of absolute iron rule in Cuba. We have
taken you hehind the fagade thakt maintains the myth of the developmenkts in
heakth and education achieved by Fidel Castro and expoaed the poor dquality and
organization of the social zervices and the results of the single educational
system inmposed over nearly 230 yvears of so-called "life ownership® of the
pation, a period of time which, in a climate of freedom, depocracy, sccial
justice and public order such as we fought for, would have enabled meore than
geven democratic adminiztrationz to carry cut their welizies and allowsd the
Cuban people to enjoy the aneuing henefits.

At the beginning of this paper, we told you that there were two versions
of the situation in Cuba, ons a fabrication, whose evclution and results we
have briefly discussed, and the other quite differept, the real and undeniable
ona, Wwhich covers the true history of 21l the hardshipe suffersd by our pecple
and the viclations of their human rights and fundamental freedoms during the
past three decades, Thisg ig the real history.

Aftar the revolutiomary triumph of 1959, the Cuban pecple hoped for g
real democracy with freedom and social justice, in keeping with the principles
proclaimed by the person who took ower the Government of the nation,

Fidel Castra. Howewer, that hope was not bto last very long. For the



politically sophisticated, the Communist consplracy within the Coverpment and
armed forces was lmmediately cbvious. The revolption had been supported by a
wast majority of people with demcoratic ideas, butb the masses, lacking in
pelitiecal experience. did not have a clear idea of what was happening at tha
gover nment lavel. They trusted the person wheose populict rhekeric agsured
them that the revolukion was "az green a3 the palm trees" - as opposed to red
- apnd that he, Fidel Castro, was 0ot a Commnist., His *de facto™ Government
used this deception to ride out the first stages of discontent and
insurrection led chiefly by the members of the rebel army themselves, who had
already discovered the £irst signe of betrayal, The suspension of the
political parties in January 1961, ag a response to the widezpread demand for
elactions, was the first najor viclation of the rights of the Cuban paople
{not to speak of the travestiss of justice in the courtrooms and the massive
confiscations of property) and led to armed wprisipgs wirtually throoghoot the
hills and valleys of Cuba. Very early on, the Communist Intsrnational, in
secret dealings with Fidel Castro, began to intervene in the internal conflict
in Cuba, sendiny in wvaricus types of weapdns - machine guns, rifles,
helicopters, tanke, ate. - which weare used for repression against the people,

The first real steps towards establishing a poline Stabte or “"dictatorship
of the prolstariat®, a fewvourite way of referrim to that process in
dialectical parlance, occurred with the military victory over Brigade 2506,
mada up of scme 1,200 Cubapns, which landed at Playa Girdn, on the Bay of Pigs,
in Mpril 1941, The Cubap Gowernment admitted what it bad so far conatantly
denied ip public: its Communiet ideclogy. It immediately began a process of
mass represgion, oreating priscns in places of a revealing kind and =ize, such
az gporks 2tadimmsg, theatyes and cinemas in all the country’s townmz and
villages, In the capital, the following were some of the places usad for that
purpose:r the Ciudad Deportiva - an imeense indoor stadium in the Calzada de
Bancho Boyeros — and the largest theatres such as the America and the
Blanguita, now the Carleos Macx. The arbltrary mass arrests of citizens nek
aympathetic to or identified with the lnciplent Commonist process extended to
all the provinces and all spheres of the nation's 1ife: government, army,
work places, universities, secondacy sducational eztablishments and the
peasantcy [violation of article 9 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights). The Government alsc took over, always without compensation, the few
independent media that had oot already been taken over in previcus

interventions of naticnalizations (wiolation of artiecle 17 of the Universal



Declaration of Human Righta). FProm then on, no onse would have any infocmation
on what wax to goour in the country, namaly, a re—enactment of the Stalinist
period in Soviet Rusasia. ©Our people had to bear it when the inzurgents were
ghot. immediately after capture, with no trial or defence, Act 988 (violation
of articles 8, 10 and 11 of the Universal Declaration of Haman Rights)y they
experianced searches and ralds on their homes without authorization or a
judicial warrant {viclation of article 12 of the Universal Declaratlion of
Buman Rights): they suffered from the activities of the Committess fot
Defence of the Revolution, established in September 1960 for the politicoal
classification, supervision and depunciatlon of citizen=s {(violation of
arkticles 2 and 12 of the Univarszal Declaration of Human Rights}:; they
shserved the Increasing power given to thogse committges in their use as
paramilitary forces to harass and put mob pressure on non—Ccommunizt citizensag
they found that anybody could be arrested and held incommonicads, withook
evidence or chargesy they hneﬁ, glnce it was publicly acknowledged, of the
illega]l practice of ysing undersover pollee agents to induce disaidents to
engage in conspiracy, =o as to secﬁre the impriszonment or phygical elimination
of the oppazition. Ther= was nc need to cauze anyone ko "disappear” becauss
Cubra had the equivalent with a semblance of legslity: the "Revolutionary
Trihupnals", made up of membere oFf the army and the political police itgelf,
where convictions were handed down from above before the farce of a trial was
carcied out. People were zanktenced ko death ot imprisonment - usually long
terma of op te 30 years - with no need for avidence or witnesses; the mers
conviction - or decision - of the Department of Stata Security, endorszed by
tha courts, was sofficient {viclation of articles 10 and 11 of the Universal
Declaration of Auman Rights). After all, who could protest and to whom? Pew
lawyars were willing to rizk defending <ases - where this was allowed - since
the handful who did s often found themselves in the dock, laker on, watching
helplaasly while the law and justice were trammled underfoot,. Those were
terrible years, years red with blood. The prisons of the whole islamd did not
have enough space for the sncrmous number of political prisoners) such was
Ehe opposition and such the resulting repression. Ewan the forts from the
colonlal era were fikked out as prisons; boday they are hurriedly belng
cleared, bafore the Srouwp arrives. To say there were 50,000 political
prisoners would have beean 2 congervative figure. Ordinary prisoners were
motred to che hewly astablished concentration camps or Yfarms®, as they were

cuphemistically zalled. & pasychological war was also begun against the paople



- 10 -

with continual military parades arnd a threatening display of endleasg lines of
ranks, cannohs, rocket launchers, special troops and supersonic alrcrath
Elying low, which highlighted the milltaristic and aggressive nature of the
cégime.

This vioglant process of terrcr lasted for at lsast the whole of the L?60s
and the beginnimg of the 19702, For years the Cuban Governmant pepestadly
rofused ro permirc visits to Cuba by international institutione and bodies,
such 23 the United Nations, Crganization of Mmarican States, RBed Cross, eto.,
that wepra concerned at the charges of gross violations of human rights being
committed in the country.

Profegsionals and workers who had administrarive or high=-ranking posts
but were nob politically invelved in the communist process lost their jobs and
were left unemploved or sent into a different line of work. 1t was not
unusual to ses a wvorker become an administrator, a middle-leval technical
worker In an anginear's post or an office worker doing legal work. The
essential thing was that staunch supporters of the régime should have the best
and most impartant posts and that thoss out of sympathy with 1t should lose
thelr positions and high incomes, if they had them {violatlon of article 23 of
the Universal Declaration of Homan Rightsa), Stupdents who showed any signs of
cpposition or resistance to the Govermment's measveres in the educational
ephera, soch as the imposition of Macxism-Leninizm, or the obligation to join
the student millitia and attend the Government's political meetings, were
expalled from schools and universities (violation of articles 2 and 26 of tha
Universal Declaratlon of Human Righte). Peasankts in the aveas of armed
uyprisings who 4id not denpounce the insurgents were dizpossessed of their land
and depocted to far-off places with no kind of compensation (violatian of
article 17 of the Universzal Declaration of Human Right=). In areas of intense
guertilla activity, such as Escambray in the southern part of Laxz Villax
Prowinece, mass banishments took plase in 1961, 1962 ard 1963 and the housm=sz of
these who resigted were destroyed (viclation of articgles 17 and 13 of the
Univarzal Declaration of Homan Rights). The thousands of banished peasant
families were Aispersed and relocated in remots ace=as, In 15 new settlements:
some 1in Guane, in the far weatern portion of the Island, such as Sandino,
Lopez Pefla and Briones Montoto); other communities in Mordn and Ciego de
avila, in Avila Province; the Wilfredo Pagés community, 16 km from Sagua
La Grande in Willa Clara Provinca, In addition, the entlre peasantry were

silenced by being forced ko sell]l their products exclusively ko the Government



and at the prices =mst by the Governmenkt, whilch entered their meagre profits in
the books and allowad them to keep them on condition that they reported birkhs
and daakhs.

A11 this savage represslon was conducted with the advice of specialists
from the cofmaniat camp, basically Sovists. Ik shotld be stressed that this
entire process of repression, at the centre of which were the shﬂﬂtings; Was
not limited to cthose who opposed the Covernment or sctruggled actlvely agalinst
it. The provess was a generalized one oF terror because it also extended to
veing people and even to children. Inm 1963 the Compulsory Military Service
Ank vare passad, under which young people victnally loet their fresdom, baing
locked up in military campz for three years with wery littls contact with
thalr families or friends. They were subjected to strict dlscipline and
forced to receive Marxist indeckripation., There was great resistance by the
young pecple, bt the represzion was grester aeilll, The sanbences on those
whe refused to Ao milicary sarviee were never less than £lve yeacs in priaon,
and those already in the army who ashowed signe of discontent or opposition
were sent to the kerrible UMAP {Military Production Assisgtance Unit), forced
labour camps under armed surveillsnce in remcte arcas whece all types of
abuzses wera commikted, including beating= and harassment (violation of
article 5 of the Univversal Declaraticon of Human Rightsy . The generatlion of
cltizens who are about 40 years old today still remember bhe name of UMAT wirh
horror. In the educational spherce, when the aingle aystem was established
private and religious schools were abolished and prison asentences were
envisaged for anyona — maaning parents - who kEaught pupils anything okher than
what was taught 1h the schools = article 374 of the Penal Code {violatlon of
article 26, paragraph 3, of the Universal Declaration of Human Riqhts). It is
gufficient to read a textbook of Cuban or modern hiztory, to 2ee the
distortions and falsehoods it contains, or a4 physics textbook, where it is
claimed that moat of mankind's inventions were the work of Soviet scientists
but that the Americans, English, Germans, etc. have taken the credit for them.

In 1968 khe "Revolutionary Offensive™ w2e unleashed, during which all
privately ownad restanrants, bars, cafés and small businessez in the country
were closed down wikh no financlal compensation whatacosver ([viclation of
acrtiele 17, paragraph 2, of the Universal Declacatcion of Auman Righta). Laws
Were snacted such as the Surplus Manpower Act in 1969, whersby Governmenk
claimed the right to dismiss anyone it wanted to; this naturally rebounded
upon apoliticel persons and thoae oot of sympathy with the régime, At Eirst
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such per=onz, who nunbered in the thousands, did not lose their pay, but with
the subgequent ernactment of cthe "Vagrancy Aot™ in Janvary 1971, those who had
baen diamiszed were required to accept any Job, generally 2t a lower social
leval, &.9. in construction, agriculturs, manual labour, strest-clesaning and
grave diqqing, etc. This process colminated in the decrese adjusting pay to
the job held. i

Az a consequence of the struggle to recovar frecdon and 2emocracy and of
the syatem of digcrimination and tecror imposed by the Governmenk, with ita
record of thousands of lives snuffed ocut by the firing-squads and many mora
thouasands imprisoned with or withont justification, many of the others, the
victims of terror, insecurity and persecution, seized upon the only
possibility ramaining to them: flight. ALL availakle means were used: thay
gought asylum in embasaies, built themselves boats, including makashift woodan
rafts, gaized aaroplanes and ships. ®ore than a few tried ewimming to foreign
merchant zhips docked cutsjide tha ports. But the system's savage represszicn
and tarror alss reached thoze who wers only brying to escape. Heavily-armed
guards and surveilllance devices were placed arcond all the Zatin Rmercican
enbassies that agreed to give polltical asylumy thegse sbill exist boday,
Raftg ard oiher boats: cavght lsaving the country were machins-—-gunned apd sunk
by the air Eocce and navy withouk any dangery ko themselves and withoub any
consideration for the fack that women and children were travelling in them.
Tha shipwrecked were left to the mercy of the gsharks. Anyone whe aided or
collaborated in or had knowledge of preparaticns for leaving the country and
did not report tham was sentenced to up to six years in prison. As a means of
tightening the represgion evan further, navy patrols with torpedo boats and
shore patcols Yy armed guards with trained dogs were inteoduced, Sentences
for the cffence of simply attermpting to leave the country, with no violence
and at one's own aXpense, weke Iln =ome cases as high as 18 vears in prison
[violation of article 13, paragraph 2 of che Universal Declaraticon of Human
Rights).

In short, the people's vprisings and actampts to frees themselves £rom the
iron grip of rhe dictatorship were severely put down, with bloodshed and
inprisonment; thers was no one to turn to in order to demand fresedom and
righta; the courts waere conposed of and dominated by the agents of reprassicn
themzsalyes; the poasibility of Elight was ulbimately boo sarious a risk:;
young people were pillsd ont of thair bomes and forced to take up arm= against

thair willsy arbitrariness and discrimination were the established form aof
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govetrnmant in:all spheres of-oatiohal lifey:' jobs, offlces-and Factories, -
educational:instirutions, the conghtrvaide. and agricul ture. - -All: sha nedls wers'
in the: hands. of. the Govarnngnt and functicwed: in tecms of LEg policy of -~ 57
dictatarship. of the proletariat. - And s& we aBk you, members of the -~ - -0
United Nations Scoup, im -gbheh & -sltuatdion, what: option did thls' poor ‘hation
have left? Only one: dissimslation. 1t lowered its head, sharing oily wWith
relatives or olase Friemds itg discontent, the harassmant afid discrimination
it guffered. and - its yearning for its lost. rights and freedows. ' Tt lowsred its
head: and jts voice, becauze it wak net even allowed to speak-'of its -paln, and
begasy toc yield to all the Sovernment's demands. and impositiops:- poblitical -
involvement and voluntary work in order-to keep a decent Joby political’
inymlvement to - ba allowed fo-akoudy: - smilefce’ 2nd approval For all-laws and * -
decress, aven 1f they meant a reduction in Income or ‘food rationsz, entailing a
graater dependence on whataver zould. be. obtained on the black market - which -
also carried a tisk of imprisonment. 1In short, “yuas™ to anything the '
Government  decided, ayen if it came as a "suggestion” to donake blood, or
roney to arm the militlas.” Yoo had to vield and' pretend in order: td ‘live.-
You had - to attend all the Government's political meskinge, Wwhers there was
nearly always a roll-sall jin the assenbly areag; you had &4 raize your-hand-
in approval, =shout *Fidel, Fidel"; and when you-éompleted a profesgional
degree, you had to-take a loyalty oath to the Commander—in-Chief, the
Commnist: Party and the ideas of Marxism-Leninism; aa tha’ doctor's odth cuhs
in part. . . S L o Lo T

Manticn should also be made of other laws and dacress which bthe:
Government has been introducing: the 1371 Begistration of A8dcess ke, under -
which sveryone is obliged to roport bo the Committee for Defance of the
Revolution and fill out a form giving any temporary. or: permanent change of
addrasa (violation of article 13 of thg Universal Peclaration of Human . .
Rightsl; the.1973 Identity Card. Act whereby every Cuban cltigen oirer 16 years
of age is requlred, under cath, o £111 in a form providing detailed Co L
information about hi-nelfr-=51L;£q;nar,add:eﬂses: places and dates of
atudies). all former joba, with places and salaries; . any acrests or judicial:
penalties, with datex and. senktence; paskt or presspt nembarship: in palicical,
acclal and religiouva crganizations and offices held in them; -particulars. of
warriages and divoreesy photographs and fingerprinte; -all- this together with-
the compulsery carxying of the identity card at all .times and in all placea - -

iviolakion of article 12 of the: Universal Declaration:of Human Rights).



On. 24 February 1976, the icounkry sdpposedly established: new ineticationa:
when a.mew Congbltution snterved  inko force; but ik continued -undef-the same - - -
arbitrary and absolute régime.  In Cuba,-as-in’all commonist countiles, the -
countrcy's. .@uprame anthoprity  is-the Genecal Seccatary.of the Conmunizt Pacty. -
The new Coastitution established -the machinecy -for. sleciing the: Chairman of
the Council of State and. the Chairman of-the Courcil:of Ministers. ' These " . .
procedures thecefore exist in theory, alehough in practice the eledtions drs. . -
subject . to all kinds of discriminatlion-and.-devices impeding the.rights &£ tha
opposition, but there:is no -procedure for «lecting the sSuprems authority — the”
people can neither put forvard candidatas nor vobte, these -being the sxelusive
precogative of the Communist Party. At bthe proposal of the Political BPureau,’ ™.
the membera of the Csatral Committes oFf the Communist Party vote on - ‘whether o
approve the single candidate propogsed (vioclation of article 21 of the
Universal Declaration.of Human BRighes).

With the Constitution in force, the Pre~Criminal and Post=Criminal Danger
Rt was passed ‘Ln 19784; .under ir, any citlzen may beé imprisoned or sent ko a
re=-gducatlon farm withoub any charges.or offence, on a mere decision by the
paramilitary forces of the CDRE that it is net advisable for a particulac
pecson ko remain at liberty {viclation of articles 3 amd 95 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights). With an awareness of all these controls,
restrictions and individual surveillance, you as members of the Group will be -
abla to cecognize what is quite correctly defined as a police Stake, Its
citizens have baan prevented from. acting as they see fit and forced to follow
in complete impatence anything the Government dictates or stipulatesz; Ehus:
what this all amounts to is thowght contraol. '

Lat it not be thought that the repressive measures, acbitrary behavioar -
and impunity of the political police :and the courts have ended or
disappeared. Wo. All that continues, more or less openly and with more or
lecs severikty according ko circumstances, as shown by bhe follewing: the

magsacre in which the pleasure boat XX _Aniversarip was machine-gooned and sunk

at the mouth of the Canimar River in Matanzas, on § July 1%80, in which nearly
€0 people periahed; the detainees recently found hanged in Departments: of
State Securiry, sych ax thesze In the famous Zapaks cage)  -the ssoret
firing-aquadss  the intimidation of peasants who have kepk #mall private plots
to get them to join the so-called co-operatives and therefore leave their
lands {vioclation of article 13, paragraph 1, and article 20, paragraph 2, of
the [nivarsal Declaration of Buman Rights)s the teial and impricooment -



_15_

until hls death in prison — of tha dafance lawyer in the famous 19684 case
against the citizens wiv trled to found the trade union "Autonomous Lakour
MHovemsnt" (violation of articla 11, paragraph 1, and article 23, paragraph 4,
of the Universal Declaration <f Human Rightsa); the institucion of a new Penal
Code in which every olvil right recognized iz governed by a Final claase Lhat
virtually invalidates it when the cégime go desires; Ehe arresks apd
convictions of porsons for meraly lietening to Radio Marti (violation of
article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Righte)l; the montinuing
requitemsent of political inwolvement in order to obtain a decent job or job in
kesping with the job-ameker's capacitles {violation of articlesa L, 2 and 23 of
the Univerzal Declaration of Buman Right=z): the ban on independent teade
unions {vislation of article 23, paragraph 4. of the Universal Deslaration of
Human Right&); the ban on agsociations to defend human rights (viclation of
acticle 20, pavagraph 1, af the Universal Declaration of Homan Rightsl: the
requirement of political involvement for students tc have the right to
gsecondacy, and especially higher, technical education (viclation of

articles 1, 2 and 26, paragraph 1, of tha Universzal Declaration of Homan
Righta); the many discriminatory regulations in all spheres, such as the
recent annotncement by the Minlacry of Internal Teade {published in Granma,

1 April 1988) that in arder ta huy a housghold appliance — televiaion,
refrigerator, =tc. - 1t was pecessary not only to be -a member of a communist
organization, but $o have “distinguleghed cneaslf in the countey's defence”,
which in plaln language meaha nothing more than diastinguishing oneself in
detending the Castro réqime {violamtlon of arkicles 1, 2 and 25, pacagraph 1,
of the Universal Declaraticon of Puman ﬁights}; the continvaticon of compulsory
milltary sarvice, now with the agyravating Eactor that conscriptz are nzed ag
troops For military intervention In othar countriesy the increase in the
*frozen zones™ - residential areas in tha citiex, especlally the capital,
resarved for military =taff and Party, Government and foreign cfficials -
regtricting the housipg available for the peopls, with a consequent increase
in slum neighbourhoods, of which there arz already 62 in Havana and 28 in
Santiage Ae Cuba, the country's zecond largeat city; the continual
irregularities and non—observance of rights in legal cases and trialsy the
gtaffF of 76,000 maintained by the Ministey of the Interior; the repressive
and war-like skmosphere perlodically revived by Pidel Castre through the
oreation of fraquent crises, involving threats of war, military manceuvres,
military parades and popular mobllizations cailsd "Marches of the Fighting



People", all of the foregoing in a poychologlcal war against the oppressed
Cuban people with the laporitlon of his mllitcarized society and a rationing
systenm for all exseptials - food, clothing, household goods, housing - which
has been going on for 26 years now.

And nmow, with the intentiom of deceiving the pembers of the
United Wations Group, human rights commitbeas have been apbablished In
factoriez and work places and in secondary schoels and oniverslties, using the
existing iron control over the workars and studenta, Thesée husan rights
commlttees ars responsible for giwving lectuzes and zeminars on human rights,
and as a gulde and textbook they are provided with portions of specches by
Fidel Castro and press articles stressing sccial rights swch as medical
assistance,; jobs and education as the only human rights, while the civil,
political and l=gal rights conferced by the fundamental citizens, freedoms
cecognized in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights are deprecated and
treated as distorted interpretations based on capitalist ideas, 'The Eunction
of theze human rights committees, sstablished on higher instructions, is
apparently to “"look aFter™ the United Nations Growp if it happens to pay them
a visit. .

1f one read through each of the 30 acticlez of the Unlversal beclaraticn
of Human Rights, adopred and proclaimed by the United Hations Geperal Assembly
on 10 pecexbar 1348 - of which Cuba ix a signatory ~ {t would pe difficult te
find four articles which the Pidel Castro régime has not viclated duting its
nearly 30 years of abaclute power. There are viclation: of the rights of the
Cuban pecple 5o obvlous that they hardly require investigation. In an
interview with the journalist Matia Shriver of the American network NBEC on
4 Pebruacy 1388, the supreme aothority himself, Fidel Castro, provides them
in his replies - for example: “There is no oppositicn press hete, and there
will never be onge“. "We 40 not have and are ot going Lo have a mixed
sconomy, noe do we have or are we going to have a multi-party system.* “Here
in Coba, opposition i= conducted within the Party and within the mase
organizations. CQur periodicals ¢an be critical, but they criticize within the
Revolution, not agalnat jt." "We will not accept opposition against the '
Revolubion.™

Hembers of the Group, that is in outline the past and current histocy of
our people, which In=vitably underljes al) procedures For interpreking and
responding to problems. These ace situations and practices that have become

egtablighed, arnd like a sword of Damocles over every head, live in the minds
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and fears of every Cuban, @¢ that bafors he says what he fesls in his heart
and fleszh, he will remember.that priSﬁn iz a terrible thing, that he might. . -
lose his job, his children might auffer hardship, his family be ogtracized, .
stigmatized and even attacked, and that he iz really defenceless agalnst the
power and ahselute impunity of the régime,

L

Members of the United Nationa Group, 1t is impoctant for you to keep
these actual facks of the Cuban people’s altuation in mind if your _
inveatigation is to get through Ehe barrcier of,unc&rtainty. Euqr and veiled .
threatz which the régime has put rouned every Cuban. In conelusion, wa should
like to Inform ¥ou that our personal tesbtimony on the violations of our humap
rights will he contained in a saparate document. o

We Cuban political prisoners wizh you sucoess in your mission and have
faith in your objectivity. .

Accept, Your Excellencies, the assurances of our kighest. consideration.

(Signed) [46 signatures]

Havana, 28 May 1988



Annex XXVIT

.- LETTER SIGMNED-BY 22 MEMBERS OF THE PGLITICAL PRISONERS ORGANIZATION
DELIVERED TO AMBASSADOR DICHEY {BULGKRTA) AND AMBASSADOR LILLIE

(IRELAND) ON- 29 SEPTEMBER 1988 IN THE COMBIMADD DEL ESTE PRISON

-Mg. THE WALTED WATIONS COMMISSICN-QH HUMAN RIGHTS

TYIOLATIONS IN CUBL OF HUMAN RIGHTS SET FORTH
S INCGTHE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HOMAN RISHTS

“Habana del Ecte Prison (Combinadd del Eete), LG September 1988

Article 1. All human belnﬁs ate born free and eﬁual in dignitf and rights.
They are endowed with teason and conscience and should act towards one another
in a spirit of Brotharhood. '

"Bver simse its earliest years, the Cuban Reveoluticn has made hatred its
main watchword, as an affigmation of the system that was to ba imposed in tha
context of the class struggle characteristie of a Marxist system. Thiz hatred
wag quickly infulcated in the masses, who as they shouted “Shoot him® were
venting the full force of their hostility not only agaiﬁst the zoldiers of the
deposed regime, but also adainst all chose who werse hostile to the
revolutionary process. The paople were acoordingly bombarded with a series of
insuitimg epithets such as worm, Lumpenproletariat, a Blot on society,
anti-social, counter-revolutionaty, delinguents apd other morally offensive
terms,

Chi-ldren and yéurg people in schools and workers at their work places
have been indoctrinated in this hatred spawred by the Ravolution, It has
driven people to such aggressive acts as stowing apd beating agthers [so-called
acts of répudiatinn] for professing thelr political or teligicus belisfs or
exercising their inalienable right of freedom of movement by choosing to go
into exile rather than live in slavery.
article 2, Eweryone is entitled to all the rights and Ereedoms set forth in
this Declaration, without distinetion of any kind, such as race, colour, =eX,
language, religion, pelitical or other opinion, nakicnal or =oeial originm,
property, bkirth or other statua,

.Shortly after the establishment of the revolotionary Govecrnment. in Cuba,
all political parties were banned. ‘When the Marxist-Leninist nature of the
Revolution was proclaimed in April 1961, a de facteo totaliitarian régime wasg
established.

Contrary to the terms cf this article of the Unlversal Declacation of
Human Rights, Cuban citizens were stripped of al) their rights, Only persons
active in one¢e of the mass organizations estaklished by the Revalution were
allowed to enjoy those rights, provided the rights 4id not run counter to the

intaerests of the Revolutien.
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When the Soclalist Comatitution entergd into force on 24 Pebredary 1976,
against the wishes of the Cuban peogle, the existence of a single party - the
Communist Parky - was proclaimed. The Socialist Constitution itself wioclates
article 2 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and distorts khe
concepk of aquality by statlpng: "Absolute equality of rights and obligations
for all citizens is hereby established, amd discriminaticen on grounds of race,
colour, 52X or national arigin is prnh@bited and shall be punishable under the
law™. On the surface, this article of the Socializt Conskitution would appear
to refleck the tenpor of the Upiversal Declaraticn, but this is not the case,
The articls makes no meation of fréedom of political opinion. In other words,
de jure and des facto it declares that Cuba is "a single-party, authoritarian
and totalitarian State", because by failing to racognize any lagal opposition,
it denies the majority of the population khe pight to participate in the
coantry's political Life. Fide)l Castiro himself, in a recent interview with
the United Stakes journalist, Maria Shriver, said that there would be no
opposition partles or freedom of the press in Cuba,

Jusk as with dlscrimination on prlitical grounds, which 13 characteristic
of Marxist-Leninist régimes, there is glazrimg religious discrimination and a
long record of persscution, expulsion of priests and nuns. closure of
chutches, kharassment of cherch members, and similar hoscila acks intended to
curh and abolish religious fraedom.

A transiktional period durind which the Revolution was the only source of
law was followsed by the institugiomalization stage. BHefore thig process kook
place, a referandum waz held on 15 Fabruary 1976 to decide on the draft
Sociamlizt Constitukion. It was held durimg a strict state of siege, with more
thanr 1 million Cubans (10 per cent of the population} Iin exile and the prisons
crammed with political prisoners. Consequently, while one sector of the
population was alienated or banned.frnm political lLife, the so-callead
Socialist Constitution was adopted onilaterally. As is cgustomary in any
referendum held by tokalitarian e€gimes, the Constitution was adeopted by an
overwhelming majority (97,7 par cent of the participants],

This Socialist Constitukion reaffirms its "class" and dictatoerial nature
by stipulating: "The exercize ¢f human rights may nokt and shall not lead, an
the grourds of their preserwvation, to the jecpardization of the integrity of
society, its soclalist system of Government, or iks Marxlst-Leninist

precepts". The absolutist régime was thus legalized.



Article 3. Everyone has the right to 1life, liberty and security of person.

This article was one of the first to be wviolakted by the Revolution when
the death penalty bw firing-squad was restored ratroactively.

The 1940 Constitution, which the amed cevolution had promised to
reinstate after the insurrection wags over, was amended and in its place the
Constitution of 1959 came inkoc effect. The 1940 Constitution had specifically
statedr "The death penalty is prohibited".

This principle of respect for life and persomal security was abrogated
and replaced by the death penalty by firing-squad which was based on Cuban
procedural law of 1896, when Cuba had been umder amms, and was lncorporated in
Regulation Mo. 1 of the Penal Code of 1958 promulgated in the Sierra Maestra.
Mot anly members of the ammed forces of the deposed régime were immnediatley
shokt, but also any pecsons who, foreseeipng the Marxist—-Lenipnlszst course
af the revolutionary process, had hegun to oppose the Revolution.

Act Wo, 425 of 7 July 1959 was alse lncorporated In the Soclal Defence
Code in order to enforce the death penalty against persons detained for
political reasons. Piring ramges throughout the island becams legal mardec
sites, and countless valiant Cubans were shot every day. The bacbarpitby
assumad dlarming proportions when, upder Act Ho. 8HB of 2% Hovember 1961, the
authorities began to execute within 24 hours and without previous krlal,
pergons detained for having participated in an uprislmy o any ather So-called
"eounter-reveluotionary" activity, thereby denying access to a proper trial and
the relevant investigations.

The civil courts were abelished in the same year 195%%, and the militacy
courts were made responsible for handlimg political cases, Thess courks were
compased exclusively of members of the armed forces, from judges and
prazecutors ko {court-appelinted) defence lawyers. In 2cme gases, these gourt
officials were chosan in the most ad hoo fashion or lacked evan the most basic
legal training, Mose of the sentepces had hbeen already decided by the
Deparkment of State Sacurjty and the summary trials were a mockery of
justice, PRevolutionary Courts He. 1 {La Cabatia),; Mo. 2 (Las Villaza) and Heo, 3
{Santiaga de Cuba) were notoricus. Prisoners who were not santenced to deakh
usually received long prison tems with forced labour.

Article 4. HNo one shall be held in slavery or Servitude; slavery amd the
glave trade shall be prohibited in all their foms.

Socrialist Caba; following the guidelines of dialeckical amd historical
matarialism, has imposed slave labour as a means of subjogating the Cuban

pecple.



Heo-5lavery {scientific slavery), which is chacacteristic of the
dictatorship of the proletariat, is subjectimg the people to the s#xploitation
of man ky the State. The people, after working for a ridiculously low wage,
are abliged b0 bturn out in force for wvoluntary work, or face lo=ing theip
jobs. Students have ko pay for their studies or part of their studies thoough
urpaid labour. Exhausting work in the socialist soclety is the only onit of
exchamge, and that in practice means expleitakion,

Political prisoners have not bgen spared this Eorm of slavery. Persons
sentenced o forced labour were Senk to Isla de Plpos Hatlonal Prison, and in
1964 tha Camile Cienfuegos forced labour plan was started. It left in its
trail victims such as Ernesto piaz Madruga, Diasdado Aguit Manrique,

Danny Crespo, Pobertg Lipaz Chavez, EdAy Lopez, Jullo Tang Texier and
Francisco Nowvales, and bundreds more were maimsd. The horrors of this Dantean
odyssey havwe no parallel in our counktry's history. Ik view of the prisonerst
skout resistance and the revulsion cadsed by khese crimes, the Government was
forced to close down the Wational Prison an the Isla de Pinos in

February 1967, and =2t up concentration camps - ironically called farms -
Ehroughkout the iszlapd of Cuba. These ireluded: Sardine 1, Sandino 2,
Sandina 3 and Taco-Tago in Pinar del Riop Melena 2 in Melena del Sur,
Havaha; Agulca in Coldn, Matanzas; Manacas 4 in ManaCas, Las Villas: Ariza
in Cienfuegos, Las VYillas; Mijial in Puects Padre, Oriente, and a host of
other lass-known camps, where political prisoners were te-assenbled, and
forced to work, and where again there was a 2uccession of wickims, inclodipg
Jozé Oriol Acosta, Gonzalo Hechavarria Chacdn, José Perera, Juan Sosa and
Miquel Verdecia, in short, a lomg list on which not all nemes are known.

This new zlave ktrade in the midst of civilization azsumed & most unusnal
form when the political priscnera were forced to agres to be politically
re-edycated and to work in order to win bheir Freedom after they had served
their sentences. If they refused they would be liable to another sentence of
one to four years for constitueing a "posk-delinguent threat™ and if at the
enpd aof that sentenpce, they still refused, they were re-sentencad again, and
this would cantinge for an indefinite period. At Eirst these prisoners were
brought before a disciplinary tribunal, which would bry them and sentence them
again; afterwards, they were merely notbtified of thelr re-sentencing by the
pfficer responsible for law and corder. Thess serious violations of human

rights tock place betwsen 1970 and 1978 and babtwesn 198] and 1%984. In other



cages, as in ¥m, 5 1/2 Prison ip the Provimce of Pinar del Rio, cpce a
political case had ended, if the prisoner did not accept the humiliation of
=lave labour to win his freedom, he was immediately transferrced to the
srdinary prisonec=s' wipg, amd procesdings were instituted agailnst him for
having committed an ordinary offepce [{refusa)l to perform re-sducatipnal
labour). RS a result of this practice, Reinaldo Corderc Izqulerdo died after
a hurger and thirst strike when he refused to actept the ocdinacy priscner
ctatus which the authorities tried to imposze on him on complation of his
political sentence.

Article 5. HNo one shall b2 subjected to torture or Lo cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment.

Phy=ical and mental torture has been the main weapon used by the State
Segurity agents [G-2) to exXtract copfessions., Detainees are held in canplete
isolacion and incommunicado without any legal protection for over 72 hours in
the State Securicy Department and are not brought before the competent
judicial authotities. The Cuban tormentors, advised by expects in political
repression, mainly Russians angd Czechs, inflict all kinds of tgrtore,
including confinement in refrigersted rooms, sensory daprivation, fmmerziom in
pit lakrinas, intimidation with doga and other animals, and othar
gophisticated methods of torture such as mock executions by firing-=squad. The
places whare these Eormsf of torture are practised includer the notorious
"Cahafiitas", the gloomy cells in the basements of Villa Marista, in Bavana;
the Candado cells in Trinidad, Las Villas; and Castillite and vVersalles, 1n
Santiago de Cuba. In the latter prison, mice aml mosguitoes are also used to
keep prisoners constantly awake and cause mental dizprdars,

Theze are not the only methods nsed against the prisoners since, when
they have been sentenced, they are subjected to cruel, inhuman and degrading
breatment designed to intimidate them inko renounding Eheir principles and
agreeing to political re-education so that they can be reipntegrated into
secislist ssciety. These cruel forme of kreakmenk have ipcluded:

{1} extenzive beatinge of naked prisoners, during inspections, with bayonat=,
sticks, iron pins or pipes, or machetes, especially in La CabaBa,

Isla de Pinos, 5an Severina, Santa Clara, Boniate, Km. 7 (Camagiley] and

Hieves de Morejon [Lagz Villas) Prisona; ({2} forged labour at Isla de Pinog
and in goncenkration camps throughout Cubap (3) overcrowding in prison blogks

and cells; (4) the use of food as a means of axerting political pressure.



The following persons died of ctarvation in windowless <¢ells at Boniato:
Ectebdn Rames ¥Kessel, Ibraim Torres Markipez znd Jos& Ramdn dal Pozo
Castillo. Olegaric Charlot Spileta died aftar going on hunger skrike, The
following persons disd after a hunger strike at Castillo del Principe Prison
in Havana: Carmelo Cuadra, Pedro Luis Boitel Abrahantes and Luis Alvdrez Rios.
Enrigque Garcia Cuevas and José Barrios Pedre died after a hunger strike ak
Las ¥illaz Prison. At 1sla de Pinos Prison, Jesus Diaz died of starvation.
Food in punishments cells {(the usual accomedation For long—term political
prisoners) was restricted to wery meagre amounts; {5} prisoners subjected to
crasl kreatment in special cells in remate places; cells known as "gavekas®
{lockers) because of their rectangular and narrow (35 ocm) shape. Savaral
pErisoners were cramed in and forced to femain stamding for indefinite
perlcds, defecating and urinactipg on the floor, and water and food were
severely rationed. From the horrible "lackers® at San Ramén and Tres Hacflos
in Manzanillg, Oriente, Several prlsonecs were discharged with permanent
injuries or pesychological damage. This was the case wikh

Francisco Barbuena Calzadilla, who committed suicide after meeting his son in
prison; (6) electronic torture, as when deafenling loudspeakers were turned on
during hurger strikes at La Cabafa and at night at RBoniatico and in the
"rectingulo de la muerte” [Combinado del Este); (7)) depersonalization of
prisoners by keeping them stark naked in punishment cells in such places as
"Cigdad desnuda™ {Waked City] {(¥m. 5 L1/%, Finar del Rid}, the "Leonera”
[pig-sty) {(Castillo del Principe, Havana), "Las Capillas {the <hapels)

{La Cabafia), and "El Hospitalito" (the ¢linie) and "La Escalaea™ (the ladder)
{Boniata): (B) water withhald from prischers on hunger strike, a form of
torture intended to hasten their death amd force them to glve up}

{9} prisonars made to appear stack naked before their relatives In an attempt
to force them to accept the political rehabilitatiocn programme; {10) madical
attention withheld frowm prisonecs in various prisonz throughout the counkcry
for indefinita poricds, Among those who died as a result of this practice
were: José Bucar Nemer (Boniato), José Ramdn Bacallao (Combinado}, Rafaal
Cuéllar del Rio {I=la de ¥inos), Alberte Cruz Cazo [Combinado), Guido
Faramifdn Fernandez (Combinado}, Julio Hernandez Consuegra (Km. 7, Camagdey),
Eddy Idehrando Mollna (La Cabafia), Candido Mesa Reloba (Combinadn),

tmis Wafiez 3il (Castillo del Frincipe), José Luis Ofa (Isla de Pinos),

José Pardo (Combinado), Santiags Roche Valle (Em. 7, Camaglev) .,



Erneckte Tiparec (Icla de Pinos) and Jesis Rodriguez mMosguera (La Cabafal.
There are £o0 mary to lisk them all here. When prifoners demanded medical
gttantion for & sick prisoner at Boniata Prison on L September 1875, there was
a bloody massacre during which Gerardo Gonzalez AlvAraz Jdled of a gunshot
woilnd and many others were seriously wounded; {11) prisoners under death
sentence foreed to carry their own coffins and dig their own graves hefore
baing shot.

Mamy woiten have alao been dubkjected to all kimds of eruel, inbuman and
degrading treatment. BAwong the hany cases we would mention thak of
Juana Figuaredo, who was pragnant and was shot by ficing squad withouk erial
on 25 Decembar 196l in Arroyo Blanco, Oriente, and Lidia Parez Lépez, wha diad
at Guanajay in 1961 after she had been beaten and kicked in the stomach when
sevaral months pregnant. Tt is well known that women political prisoners have
been ztripped paked, ill-trezted and beaten in windowless cells and punizhment
blocks in the following prisens: Guanajay, américa Libre, Wuevo ARmanecer and,
more tecently, the Prisidn Gccidental de Mujeres {Manto Heqgro) in Havana.

Ordinacy prisoners have not bheen spaced oruel, inhuman and degrading
treakment efither. Overcrowding and promiscuiby have made Castro's commanist
prisoms weritable hoebeds of crime: bLullying, eapes, use of drug:s supplied
amd coverad up by the warders themselves. Minors placed together with the
worst kind of criminal fall wvictim to avery kind of corruption., Young men
imprisoned for relatively minor crimes are obhliged to fight throughbut their
lermgthy sentences simply to protect themselwes. ALl this is in flagrant
breach of the Standard Minimuh Rales Eor the Treatment of Prisoners adoptod by
the First United Wations Comgiess on the Frevention of Crime and Treatment of
Of fenders, held ac Geneva in 1535,

The Cubkan priscn system has from the very outsst been governed by the
"technigue of cepression™, whigh is considered to be the only means of
rehabilitating prisonecrs. This repression, as we have said, has assumed all
kinds of forms and its ineffectivenesds was regognized by the Cuban Minister of
Justioce himsalf, Mr. Juan Escalona Reguera, in Milan, Icaly, fn 1985 at the
Seventh United Mations Congress on the Prevenption of Cprima and Traatmank of
Of fenders, when he stated: "What [ have sesn and haard has made me realize
that we apre Far behind in our legal thinking in dealing with Ehe problem of
grime in Cuba, and that the penal system we have Instiktuted to deal with these

problems based salely on repression has proved unable to cope with them".



In Hovembar 1979, the Social Defence Code and Its related laws wers
repealed and the Penal Code tame intoe force. The latter was charactecized by
the definition of a lacge number of crifes whigh had not previously been
considered aa 5uch; at the same time, penaltles were doubled or even
treblad. Ewen Pidel Castro was forced to ackpowledgz that the increasz in the
number of ordinary priszoners throughout the preceding period had been due to
Yerrors of judgemnent".

The Penal Code remained in force in Cuba until Decenber 1987, wWhen tha
preliminacy draft of a pew Penal Code was subiditted bto the Natlonal Assambly,
despite the fact that it had been highly commended by eminent foreign jurlsts
attending the eighth Confersnce of the Amarican Asscciation of Jurists held in
Havana on 17 Septembar 1%87,; who had thus plstakenly pald tribate g the
judicial sysktem imposed by the tyrant Castro.

The Minlster of the Interior himself, M. José Abrantes reporting to the
National Aszembly oo 200 June 1%88, conficrmed the troth of cur acgusations when
he sald: "wWe are right ard justified in rectifying our unduly represciva
penal policy because experience has shown thabk ik is unable to combat crime.
Inprisorment alons and lomger priéon terms have not reduoced crime. Experience
has demonskrated that harsh laws and repressive systems 4o not in themsalves
zalve problaems.™

These statemants were made after an intensive intecnational campaign in
which Cuba was accused in the Upited Hations Commission on Hanan Rights in
Geneva of systematic human rights violations.

Being forced to project a different image, Castro®s communist £y ime was
compelled to repeal the 1%72 Penal Code and in December L9387 adopted a new
Penal Code which came into foppe in April 198B. Mosk of the sentencas
provided for in the repealed Penal Code were the death penalty and long prison
tarms. Although article 30 provided for & maximum prison term of 20 years,
this provision was not enforced.

The Minister of the Interior even had to acknowledge the arbltracy nature
of the law when he said: “"Sometimes we spezk of prisoners without realizing
that many of them are young people, boys, sometimes beenpajers, who are not
always delinguents. For offences that are not dangercus we have lacked them
up in prison, which makes it Aifficult to rehabilitate them aftetwards ... .

Were not most of these young men born after the triwmph of the Revolution?



Lnd are they not for the most part sons of workers Wwhom, because of one
slip - often just a boyish prank of the kind we all played when we were Young,
wa have packed off ¢o gapl, with irreparabls consaguantes?”

Today Castro’s communist asuthotritie=s regard as "boyish pranks" what were
previously considered to be highly dangerous crimes, for which thousands of
vyound pecple were either shot or sentenced to Z0 ar 30 years' imprisonmenkt,
thus corrupting persons who wWere not criminals by sandling them unfairly to
gacl under an excessively repressive prison régime. This prison policy has
produced a staggering increase in the prisop popualation, which has reached an
annual rate of up to 19 per cenk. Puring the pericd 1580-19%484 alone,

1.5 million criminal procesdings were initiated, from which it may be
concluded thak in every Cuban family an awverage of one or two merbers wars
sent te prison for some crime during that pericd. This undoubtzdly reflects
the social crisis in the country and is the result of the Ltype of education,
the moral standards apd, in pereticular, the kind of life impoged on the Cuban
people by the Castro régime, Proof of thi= lies in the fack that the great
majority of the prison pepulation is cofposed of yound persons who were born
after the Revolution and edueoated upder it. Apnother lmportapt point to note
is that approximately & cut of every 10 prisoners are black, which destroys
the myth proclaimed by the Cyban Rewvolution that ic has established racial
aquality. This disproportionate number of young blacks in prisen proves that
they have not managed to schiave the same, average levael of dayelopment as
whites. The wvery large tumber of young people, both black and white, in
prison highlights their general dissatigfaction and disagreement with the
political, economic and social system imposed Ly the régime, and shows that,
since they are unable to channel their coocerns and discontent in a peacsful
and damocratic manner, their inexﬁerienCE lead= them to speak and act in a way
which turn3 them inro criminals, However, the régime would prefer rhis to
happen rather thanm alldow this overwhelming number of vouny people to eXpress
their concern, impetuomsness ard discontent by political means., For this
reasen, the situation has dragged on for so many - almeat 30 - years and
unless changes are forced on the régime, it will continue and ultimately
destroy the Cuban society and people,

After the promulgation of the new Penal Code on 30 April 1988, a new
process of degriminalization and rceleasing priscners was initiated in order ko

reduce the prison population in Cuba in anticipation of the scheduled wisit by
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the Mpited Natipns Commission on Human Rights. Certcain classes of crimas were
abrlished and a process of adjusting penalties hegan in order ko incorporate
the old =entences into the naw Coda, Althouwgh both the previous Code and the
new Code provide for a maximum prison sentence of 20 vears, thi= law has never
bhean anforced = nor Is it being enforced - in the cass of political

prizonerz. Ewvaen now, in this prizon alone, thera iz a considerable number af
inmatkes (ower 20) who have served moce than 20 years, and 50 the process of
decrininalization has not been Eully applied but is just one more manseuvee by
the régime to trick foraign observers, who do not kpow the inner history of
the sitvation. The deatch penalty has been retained in the new Code. The
prisans are stlll overcrowded, despite the fact that the régime has set itself
the task oF transferring large nunbers of crdinary prisoners from their old
prisons to cther unknown prisons in ocder to hide them Erom the Ccmmiéaion on
Human Rights delegation that iz to visit Cuba.

These errors, thessa shortcomings and this repressive penal policy, which
constitute blatant wiclations of human rights and which obfuscatory sttempts
are now beling made to rectify, have simply served to carrupt Cuoban youth,
because under the present system in Cuba the prisons are dens of iniguicy
where the character ©f yournd people is depraved and corpupted. Although the
Cuban authorities recognize thakt there have been "errors ofF judgement” and
have admiktted that for 30 years the penal policy has been "excessively
reprazsive”, and although they wish to give the impression that they are
teyirg to rectify that policy, there is no way of rehabilitabing those who
have beert shot or those who have been mutilzkted and the mentally ill hawve oot
baen akle to regain thelr mental stability. The rehabilitation plan, which is
bagsed on slave labour {using the pretext that ik iz a form of re-aducakbing
prisoners) has merely sarved bto entrench more firmly the exploitation of man
by the State and has not helped to reintegrate him into sociecy, because when
youngg prisoners are released, they leave with the =tigma ©F baing
ex-conyvicts, They are rejected, i=olated and monitoced bY the mass
organizatlons and other political institutions established by the communist
State and ar= deprived of the right enjoyed by every citizen.

Article 6. Ewvaryonz has the right to recoganition everywhere as a pecson
before the law.

Chapters 1-4, title I, ook II, of the 1936 Sccial Defence Code, which
wikth carkain amendments remained in force until November 1979, set oubt those

offences which were designated as political offencas. Most of the cases
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ipwolving the meimbers of the of Cuban Political Impriscnment Organization were
bazed on those articles, Out of a desire to deny any cpposition in Cuba, the
Castroist communisk régime doas not recoynize the status of political prisoner
amnd describes us as "counter-revelutionary delingquents"; however, in viaw of
the legal principle of the rekroactive nature of criminal law, which applies
whenever it is ko the benefit of the detalpee and which 1s cynically
incorporated in article 60 of the Soclallst Comstitution. the berm
"ecounter-revolvtionary” g lpcompatible from the legal standpoint with cur
status ag political prisonera, as well as being incompatible with all
international standards and agreements relating Lo prisoners of conscience,
whose legal personality is recognized by all civilized countries.

Article 7., A1l are equal befors the law and are entitled without any
discrimination to egual protection of the lawy. All are entitled to equal
protection against any discrimination in vielation of this Declaration and
adainst any incitement to such discrimination.

In socialist Cuba thers are no equal rights before the law. The people
are regarded as a homap machine whose only right is the right te worck, They
possess no safequards before the law and the gaverning caste of the single
party which forms the new class characteristic of the dictatorship of the
proletaciat is the only class to be protected and safeguarded by the socialist
legal system. DUetainess are regarded as snemies of the system and
consequently possess no safequards before the law.

Article §, Eweryone has the right te an =ffective remedy by the competent
naticonal tribunals for acks wiolating the fundamental rights granted him by
the Constitution or by law,.

The Scocialist Constitution guarantees only those rights which do not
impipge upon the ztructure of tha revolutionary SBkate, Az the courts are
offices of the Stake, the huge numbers of opponents of the régime in Cuba are
denied the cpportunity t0 being complaintz before the courts or ko apply for
the remedy of amparc for acks which violate their fupdamantal human rights.
The people are allowed only one right — "the right of cbedience® - and are
compelled blindly to comply with all the stapdards and provisions dictatad by
the Communist Party on pain of conviction for threatening behaviour,
dizobedience or hreach of law and order.

Article 9, HWo one shall be subjecked to arbitrary arcest, detention or exile.

Brbityary arrest at the hand= of the security police or the special

survaillance agencies 15 commeonplace. Mewkers of these bodies enter homez

[



without warrant in order to detain anyons sugpected of an offence, thereby
transgressing the inviolability of the home. bDetainees are held for over

24 hours without being brought before the competent legal authorities and for
more than 72 hours without a committal declsion belmg taken, ‘The

1459 Constituticon abrogated the remedy of habeas corpus provided for in the

1340} Conakitykion, and alrhowgh it was restored by the Criminal Procadure Act
of 1577, it is not applied at the present time., The period of dakention
without charge in political cases has averaged approximately two months and
haz in many cas&s been as 1oy as ona, thres Or moce years,

It many casesg, detainsas havwe died in the cells ©f the Stake Security
Department 25 a fesult of torture; and in such cases the body has not heen
handed over to relatives. A recent example of this was the case of the
lo—year-old boy Owen Trempana Delgado,

Peasant families, particularly those livins in areas where uprisings
agalnst the régime took place wepe sent into exiles and had their property
expropriated on a buge scale during the 13603 and 1970s, when resettlemant
areas were estahlished and makeshift sharks providing subhuman living
conditions were built. The best known of thesa areas are: Ciudadela de
Sandino, Guane, Pinar dal Rioy the sattlements of Mardn and Cieqgo de Avila in
Ciego de Avila Province; those of Fomentsn, Sancti Spiritus and
Sagua la Grarde in the former Province of Las Villas.

Artiele 10. Bveryone ls snbkitled in full eguality to 4 falt and public
hearling by an independent and impartial cribunal, in the determination of his
rights and obligations and of any criminal charge against him;

Sinke the clasgical separation of powers eztablished by Montesguien in
the elghteeath century, the Judiciary bas been autonomons in evely democratic
syatem. TIn kesping with tzradition, the 1940 Constitution provided for the
actonomy of the Judiciary, but in 1959 this legal tradition was cast aelde by
the Revolution when it set itsalf up az the "source of law", Prom the very
beginning, Revolutionary Tribunals were established, headed by membars of the
armed forcss and responsible for trying, in extremsly summary trials,
political detainees who had previocusly besen tried befors the courts. These
Revolutionary Tribunals were under the authorlby of the Ministry of the
Interior, which was responsible for deciding the senptences they were to hand
down.,
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With the promulgaticon Of the Judicial System Organization Act of
L2 August 1377, which marked the beginning of Cuba's process of
instituticnalization, the People's Courts were set up, subordinated to the
Hational Assembly of People's powsr and to the Council of State, or in other
words the Communiag Party. The People's Courts ape ragponsible for preserving
and strengthening the so~called "socialist legality™, which accounts for their
Party charagter. Consequently, justice has csased to be independent and
Impartial in Cuba. The judges and members of the courts, and even lay judges,
are for the mest park Members of the Communizt Party. Conseguantly, prisoners
are not hragght befora indepandaent and impactial teibunals, kot tribunals
which are subordinate to the repressive apparatus of the State.

Lawyets have also lost their indeperdence, Associated lawyars' offlces
have been set up and have made lawyers mere salariad epployess of the State,
thus deprivimg them of thelir jpdependence and impactialicy.

Article 11, Byeryone charged with a penal offence has the clght to be
presumed innecent untll proved guilky accordimg to law in a publiec trial at
which he has had all the guarapkecs necessary for his defenca.

The Cuban authoritles have never heeded the lezal principle Ehat everyons
charged with an offente shall he presumed innocent until provad guilky. The
forces of repredsion are rasponsible for establishing the dataines's degree of
gailt and occasionally hold him in prison for many Yyears before he is
sentenced by a court or, without any procesedings being hrought, which is even
worse. The forces of repressisn prepare in advance a rapotrt establishing the
guilt of the actcused, which thay zapd ro the coure, after having bloodily
tortured or pressured the accused ipto signing a so-called "admission of
gullt™. 1In other cases, peraons are charged with purely imaginary of fences,
simply becauze they are political adversaries {i.e. not communists) whow the
authorities wish to remove from socisty.

The defence of persons on trial is not guarantasd., They are always
defended by a court-appointed lawyer {generally a member of the armed foroes
and a Communist Party activist) whe, as pointed out above, has to subordinate
his defenca to Ehe [nterests of the Revolubicn-

Large nambars of accused parsons have been tried at "people’s” trials in
packs, at which “revoigtiopary justice” is meted out by the mob, whils Act
No. 988 has been applied b0 others who have been shor {withoot trial) at their

place of detentlion.
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article 12, #We one zhall be subjected to arbitrapy interfarernce with his
privacy, family, home or ¢orragpondence, ngr to atktacks upon his honour and
reputakion., Everyone has the right to the protectlon of the law agalnst such
interference or akttacks.

The privacy of citizens is not guaranteed. The Committess for khe
bafence of the Revolution (CDRs) and other paramilitary sucveillance bodies
ara responsible for strictly supervising the population. Mistrust has become
the driving-force of zocialist socisty and each citizen is under =surveillance,
at his home, at work, in the strest, ak school, etec. The CDREs are alsc
respenzihle for ensuring close supervision of the social relationships of sach
inhabdtant of a district ar black, and even within the building where he
lives.‘ Hor is the privacy of diplomats or tourists whoe vislt Cuba respected,
as the hotels in which they atay are bugged with hidden microphones and
cameras and subject to permanent znd systematic scrutiny. Ewven in prison,
inmates are =till subject to this cbaezsive subweillance. The Wzt recent
confirmation of this was provided by the 15 microphones discoverad by
lomg—term political prisonecs In their cells at Combinado del Este Prison,
Closed—circuit belevision networks have also been installed in the "Boniatico”
gspecial block at Bopiata Prison, in the cubicles of the Combinado Ael Este
prison hospital and even in the rooms used for conjugal visits in bthe same
PIison.

Prizoners' correspondence 1s not only sorutinized but most of it is bupnpt
without reaching itz destinakion. This abuse and wiolation of rights also
affects their family membars, from whom correspondence is withheld and whose
bome telephone conversstiona are bapped,

Every person who is not actively inwvolved in the Revolution is subjected
to systematic attackas agalnst his honour and personal dignikty; khe leaskt he
can expect ia to be described as A worm, renegede, ekc. Recently, the Cuban
delegite to the forty—fourth session of the United Wakbiops Commlz=sion on Human
Rigqrtts, Radl Roa Kourl, described political prisoners as a “"bunch of
eriminals™.

Artigle 13. 1{1) Ewvecyone has the right to freedom of movement and residemce
within the borders of sach State.
{2) Everyone has the right to leave apy coupkry, including his own, and to

return £t his coontry.
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Freedom of movement does not exist in present-day Cuba. Citizepns have to
carry an identiky card in order to travel within thelr own countrcy and o
presant it whenever aszked ko do so by the police; failure to do =0 carries
the riegk of atrest and impcisonment.

Cuban citizens are not allowed freely to choose their place of residence,
as they require anthorization from the competent State agencles. In order to
move to another place for as short a period as 4 month, a person 1s required
to submit a form to his lacal COR giving the teasons for, and ducration of, his
journey, together with his new address. Citizens are not allowszd to take up
residance in any part of the country on ageoount of the existence of restricted
zones, exclusive residential arsas for high-raokipg mesbers of the Commuonist
Party and the Government, zenlor military officers, and forsigners and
diplomats, Mo citizen who Eails to meat the requiressnts of the exclusive
zone is epkitled to live in restricted areas such as Reparto Fouwly, Alturas de
Wgevo VYedado, Repartos Biltmore, Miramar y Flores, Alturac de Belén, ete, In
the caplital alone thers are some 24 restricked zores,

Citizens are also prohibited from freely lesaving and entering the
country. Travel abroad for tourism is completely upder the control of the
State, and only government-juthorized officials amd those persons who meet the
criteria of political integrakion detemmined by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs are allowad to trawvel.

Mamy Cubanz have chozen ko live abroad. After having suffered countless
deprivations and having been subjected to an exhaustiog and oppressive régqime
of forced labour asz practised at El Cordbn de la Habana, E1 Plan Johnson,
ek, some of them have sugscgeded in emigrating. oOthers have simply beep
prevented from emigratimg without any sxplanation and merely issued with the
so-called C-8 form, Otherz have taken to the sea in amall boats or on
makeshift rafes, oot of fear of the daprivations they would have ko urdergo at
the hands of the Government in order to secure the right bt amigrate. Thoss
who have been compelled to resort to this desperate and dangerous solution '
include youny people aged between 15 and 27 who are prohibited by law from
semigrating. Most of them fall to reach thelr destipnaticon armd large numbers
hawve been machine=-gunned to deakh by frontier gquards or the patrol boaks of
the Revolutionary MWavy. The massacres of Barlovenko (1962) and Canimar (1980}
are notorious in this coanection, Those who remain alive after failimg in

the ir desperate attenpts are given sentences of up to 10 years' imprisonmsnt
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for attempting to leave the country illegally and are held with ordinarcy
prisoners in flagrant viclation of international law and jus gentium. Huge
numbers of young people are held under such conditions in all prisons,
especially in La Cabafia. Over £9 are in number 3 bloc in Combinado del Bste
Prigot.

At the present time, more than 1 million Cubans live in exile amd are

forbldden to return to or even visit their country.

Article 14. EBweryone has the right to =zeek apd to enjoy in other countries

asylum from parsacation,

Political asylum is 2 right whichk is5 recognized by kthe Latin Amsrican
counkriss in particular, az it constitutes the cormer-stone of freedom of
movement. The only Latln American country which does not recognize this rilaht
is sogialist Cuba. The Castro régime has placed embassies under clase
suevelllance in opder bo prevent the vicotinmz of policical petzecubtion £ron
secking asylum. Prom the very cutset, the State security agenciea infiltrated
and established contagkz with officials in those embassies in order to usze
them as gollaborators, Subseguently, these officials behaved as if they were
fastro agentz and handed over no small number of wictims of political
pergecution who had kaken refuge on embazs=y premisesy; many Of them ware latar
shot. An illustration of this iz the case of the Mexican Ambassador in Havana
durting the 1960=, Mr. Gilberto Eosque, who perscnally handed over pecple
seching political asylum to the Cuban security agency.

In the mid-1970s, thers was an increase in the aumber of persons seeking
asylum in various embassies who were refused a safe conduct by ‘the régime,
Following the violent incidents at the Ecuadorilan, Yenezuelan and Peruvian
embassies, Castro ermgaged in a typical piece of political blackmail and
ordered the withdrawal of police posted cukside the Peruviab ambassy
(April 1980), thereby allowing nnﬁ.unly the victims of ackive persesution to
smek asylum bat alsa the general public, who ape subjected to a morea paszzive
form of political persecution. In less than 73 hours owver 10,000 people
crowded inko the embassy, providind the cleareskt, anguesticnable proof of the
desire for Erzedom of the Coban peoplg, who were seeking to escape from the
suffocating Castro system, The aim oE the Castro régime was to intimidate the
counkries of Laktin America with the idea that if they were compelled to accept
such a huge flow of exiles, they would [ace economic and soclal problems., The

situation was saved by the Govetnment ofF the Unlted States which allowed those
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who had sought axile in the Peruvian embasszy to enter the United States,
However, when Mr. Castro saw that his plan {that no counbry shouwld accept
asylum-seekers) had failed, he began to relesase ordinary prisonecs from
prizons on a huge scale, as well as mental patients from hospitals ard
priscons, in blatant violation of international law and shipped them via ths
port of Marie] to the Unlted States, together with the asylum-seckers from the
Peruvian enbassy in order to give the impreszion that those who had scught
agylunm were criminals and abnormal pecple. In short, Casktro's plan had three
objectives: ({a) to undermine the Eradition of the right of peolitical asylum,
which is the touchstone of the Latin American demacracles, by intimidating the
countries concerneds; {b) to create the imprexsion that those seaking
pelitical asylum were criminals, and not pacple anxious for freedom; and

fe) to sully the homourable and Eorward-leoking reputation of Caban exiles in
Latin American countries amd, in particular, in the United States by =endimg
apdinary prisoners under the guise of anti-scogial citizens,

Hention may alsc be made of the bloaosdy incident at the Apostalic
Munciature {Vatican Embassy} which cocurred when State securibty agents
disgulsed as priestsz entered the buillding in order forcibly ke remove the
asylum-seckers who bad taken refuge there. Mors recently, in 1987 khe
repressive Cuban avthorities resorted to force in otder to harass and disperse
hupdreds of Cobaps who had gone t& the French smbassy in Havana in order to
obtain exit visas.

Artigle 15. {1) Everyaore has the right to a natiopslity.
(2) Mo one shall be arbitrarlily deprived of his nationalicy nor denied the
right to change his nationality.

In blatant violation of this article, the Cuban revolutionary tribunals,
puersuant ko a final judgement, deprived of their Cuban naticorality rhe membars
of Brigade 2506 who had landed at the Bay of Pigs, Matanzos Province, in
Rpril 1951,

Article 16, (3] The family iz the natural and fundapental group unit of
soniety and is entitled to protection by sogisbty and the Skate,

The family, which is the ba=ic =mocial unit in the civilized world was the
first to feel the onslaughts of the Ceban communist régime. In an attempt to
introduce the =zo-ralled "socialist morazlicy® intso the wvery bosom of the
family, the anthorities jimpediately hegan to undemmine the anity of the family

as an lnstitution by accepting the wishes of minor children against those of
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thejir pacents if those wishes proved convenient for the Rewolution. Thus,
children of under 15 who for some childish reason did not wish to emigrate
were held in Cuba against the wishes of their parents. Young women o gicls
who, on some whim ocr other, wanted ko do vwluntacy agricultural work and spend
15 days or more in remote areas, successfully owerrode parsntal opposition
thanks to the support of tha auvthorities.

Mistrusk between parents and children and betwean brokhars and sistare
has extanded az £ar as denuncliation. Contracy to the provizions of procedurzl
law in the civilized covontrles, family membets have accoused, or testified
against, members of their own family charged with “counter-revolutionary
activities",

Article 17, (l) Eweryone has the right to own pyoperky alone aa well as in
association with others, '
{2) Mo one shall be arhitrarily deprived of his property.

One of the draskic measures taken by the Ravoluotlonary Gowvernmant was
Eorcible "expropriation”. Pirst of all, what wete destcribed as
"misappropriated gonds™ balonging to officials of the previcus régime were
axpropriated. Following this, Zoraign-cwned property was nationalized
{without compensation). Subzsequenkly land and other real astate was
expropriated, and both individoally-owned amd jointly-owned privabe property
was abolizhed.

The Socialist Constitution only recognizes social property, which amounts
to nothlng less than State ownership of all the means of peoduction. Cibjzens
are only entitled to the usafrucer of their personal property as the State ia
the absclute owner of lives and land, .

All property belonging Lo political detainses is confiscated.

Any citizen who emigratas Erc_:m Cuba i= deprived of hisz antire bhelongings
and is not even allowsd to leave.them to other Famlly membars.

Artigcle 1H5. Everyone ha= bBEhe pight ko freedeam of thought, concoiemce and
keligion; this right includes fresadom to chapge his religion or belisf, and
Eroedom, aithser alone of in comnanity with others and in publle or private, to
manlfest his religion ot bellef in teaching, practice, worship and observance.,

Many people have been persecuted and exiled on accounk of their religiowms
beliefzs apd Ideaz. Anyons whose ideas do not coinside with thoses of Lhe
communist system is considered a potential enemy of the Ravolution, and is

barrad from public lLife and ¢lassified as an "antl-social element", Religious
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tolerance in socialist Cuba is relative. Many religious assemblies have been
prohiblted freom holding their ceremonles and procezsions, Targe humbers of
prlests and nuns have been expelled from Cuba Eor organizing processlons or
diszeminating religious 1deas, such as the 135 priests and bishops expelled
from Cuba in Septembec 13461,

The Soclalist Coastitubtion recognizez {on paper] the right to freedom of
conscience and religion, albkeit excluzively abt the individual level, l.z. not
beyoernd the boundaries of thowght, as any act conkrary to the precepis of
Marxism~Laninigm {whose teaching has been made compulsory by the Statce) is
sevrerely punished, as the Jehovah's Witnhessas hawve discovered. It is
prohibited to preach the gospel ocutside places of wership, In denlal of
religigus Ereedom, for over 20 years (1951-1983) the régime refused to issge
entry permits to members of religiouns orders who wizhed to carcy cut thelrs
mission in Cuba, therehy forcing many places of worship to close.

Article 1%, Byerycone has the right to £reedom of cpinion and expression;

rhis right includez freedom to hold opinions without lnterference and to ses=k,
receive and impart information and ideaf through any mediz and regardless of
frontiaers,

Shortly after the Revolution, aill the mass media (pewspapers,
periodicals, rcadio; the cinema and television) waere taken over by the State.
The Government arcoagated to itsalf the exclusive right to inform and guide the
population in accordance with its interests and Marxist-Leninist precepts,
Hundreds of journalists were persecutsd and thraatened, apd obliged to Leayve
the country in order to express theitr wviews Lreesly.

On more than one ofcasion Mr. Castro has said: "Io Cuba there 15 no
opposition press and thare will never he.™ No one (s allowed to eriticize the
Revolution; consequently, freedom of expression is strictly prohibited in
gocialist Cuba, Anyone who expressaes an opinion contrary to that of the
*Commander—in-Chiesf™ runs the rizk of being detained for "ideocloglisal
daviationism" or "ensmy propaganda® and may be punizhed by up te 15 years!
imprisonment or interned in a psychiatric hospital. The only sector of
society which hag the right to exXpress itself in Cubs ig that which supporte
the Revolution, The Socialist Constitution itself stipulates that criticism

ls allowed only within the Revolution, ani not against the Revolution.
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The popdlation i= also prohibited from recaiving informarion fram
abread. Censorship iz 20 pervasive that neither books nor pericdicals by
Weatern wrciters circulate in Cuba, 1In addition, anyons caught listening to
foreidqn radio stations or reading Eore fign newspapers or pericdicals critical
of the régime is liable to punishment,

Article 20. I. Everyons has the tight to freedom of peacaful assembly and
assoclation.
. ®o one may be compelled to belomg te an azaonciation.

At the pressnt time, the right of assenbly and associaktion is a4 plte
illusion ip Cuba. The restrictions impesed by the security agencies cepresent
constant intervention in, and surveillance of, tha internal affairzs af
institutions amd the activitles of thair members. The Associations Act
currently in force makes it compulsory to send copies of the minutes of all
meekings, reports on any events organized and a finamcial balance-abeat to tha
Ministry of the Interior and the Minlstry of Justice. A1l their movemanks ars
supervisad by the Stats,

Only khe mass organization:, which are contecllaed by the Commounise Packy,
are authorized to hold poblic meekings in Cuba, Anyone who does pok belong to
one of these organizations is i=zolated from Cuba's gultural, leisure,
educational and labour ackivitias,

The only sclution left to the populatiopn has been to feign acquiescence,
in order to survive in a soglety which withholds all ita fundamenkal cights.
Article 21. L. Everyone has the right to take part in the dgovernment of his
countey, dicectly or throuwgh frasly chosen representatives.

2. Everyone has the right to egual access to public service in his country.
3. The will of the people shall be khe basis of the authority of
governmeant: this will shall be axpress;d in pericdic and genuine elsctions
which shall be by universal and egual soffrage and shall be held by seoret
vote or by equivalent Eree yoting procadures.

The single-party system of socialist Cuba, peculiar ko the digtatership
of the proletariat and to totalitarian régimes, allows only menbers of the
Communist Party to take part in the government of the country. As In every
Macxist—Leninist régims, the perzon who wlelds egeal power i2 the
General Secretary of the Commanls:t Party, an office which is almozk always
held for life. In our country, thiz office haz always been occupied by
Fidel Castro, who, in addition, iz Head of the Council of State and the
Council of Ministera, and Head? of the Armed Forces, with the result that £full

auvthorlty for the counkry is wasted in him alone.
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Soversignty lies not in the will of the people, but in Castro’s
unilateral decisicns. His words in a speech, for axkawple, are invariably
converted into dacizione of the Politburc and into naticnal legislation.

From its earliest years onwards, the Revolutionary State set iteelf the
task of dismantling the whole platform of democratic institutions and
establishing new structures in oprder to centralize powar and set up the
totalitarian State. The régime thus established crushed all hope of free
elections.

When the country's institutions took shape and the socialist State was
proclaimed, the people were legally obliged to go and vote not for a candidate
for the office of President or Prime Minlster, but simply for candidates from
their dlstricts as delagates to the Wational Assembly of People's Power, while
the Communist Party, without the #lectoral participation of tha people,
choosez the zupreme authority of Cuba and takes on lts self-appointed rola as
guide for the whole people.

Article 22. Everyone, as a member of saciety, has the right to sotial
security and iz entitled to realization, through national effart and
international ¢o-operaticn and in accordance with the otganizaktion and
resources Of esch State, of the econamic, soecial and cultural rights
indispensable for his dignity and the free development of his personality.

In Castro's Coba, no citizen can develop his personallty, sinte it 1s thes
State that is responsible for organizing ard directing the antire social and
cultural development of Cuba on Markist lines. A citizen's right is thus
limited to the determination apd interests of the =ingle parcty.

social security is minimal; there is no insurance, but only grants, for
unemploved persons.

In this country, no cne can'receive on his own account intsrnaticnal
co—opergtion as provided for under this article,
article 23, 1, Everyone has the right to work, to free cholce of employment,
to just and favourable conditions of work and to protection against
unemoloyment.

4. Everyone has the right to form ard to jolh trade uniong for the

protection of his interests.
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This dictatorshilp of the preletariat, flauntlng the slogan that the
worker halds power and owns the neans of production, does no more than sobject
the worker to iron—flsted exmloitationy "the explaltaticn of man by the
Srate”. One has to be an activiat in the Party {the new privileged c¢lass) In
ordary ta SooupyY a post of regponsibility, with the result that there ares no
agultabls conditions for the grest mass of workers. Wo one may Eresly choose
hiz smploymenty peaople have to go where they are orderad by the Party's
directive, in accordance with itz planning pelicy., Since there iz né privats
enterprizse, aﬁd Bince thera are as yat ne gami-private undertakings,
evarything iz dependant on the Stats, which is the sole employer; the workers
are thaa obliged to acoept its conditions of employment.

Tha large unsmployed work force anjoys no social protection., In fack,
this large mass of unemployed perzons are regarded as enemias of the
revolutionary process and are classified as a "blot on socisty” since those
persons whe are integrated within the communist process find work and the
unermployed are always unintegratsd.

Az a means of conkrol. and sokjugation, the Governwent promilgated
Ackt Wo. 1231 of 16 March 1971, known as the “Anki-Vagranoey ack™, under which
persons of working age wera obliged to be identified and employed in a job.
The jobs assigned to ths unenployved were exhausting farming jobs and woark
which Few people were willing to do and which, incidentally, paid wretched
wages., & worker employed in agriculture or the building industry would sarn
less than $100 a month and a public service amployes $84. With increasing
sconomic disaster facing the cégime, Beot No. 1231 was gradually forgotten and
today 10 per cent of the work-force are unemployed. But it sh?uld be pointed
out that under that Act "work councils® were set up to dencunce, £ry, and
sentence parsons wha refvosed a particular job, and evan persons working on
their own account. Thousands of persons were punished by the "councils®™, many
of them heing interned indefinitely ip forced laboor campes, such as the MAP
in Camagley, the camps on the Guanaha Cabibes Perinsula in Pinar del Rio, and
the camps in Diego Pérez, Cantiles amd Largo Reys to the south of
Cliénaga de Zapata., Article 12 of the Act stipulated: “The offence of
vagrancy and pre-delinquent conduct may be dencunced by any perscon or mass
organization to a public order unit {police station)".
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Urder the old Social pDafence Code "pre-delinquent" tendencies wer=
determined by a judge of first instance, following a medical examination.
Urder Act Mo, 1231 such tepdengies were determined by the Ministry of the
Intericor, following & report by a CDR or any other paramilitary watchdog
body. The Hew Penal Cole establishez a "pre-delinguent secucity measure of
one to four vears, which may be extended if the defemdant, in the opinion of
the authorities, coontinues to diaplay such tendencies. 1In thiz way, any
perscn who maintains an attitpde of hostility to the system is classified as
anti-soeial and kept in prison indefinitely or, in other words, until such
time as his way of thinking changes. TUsing this legal strategem, the régime,
in an effort to deny the existence of political prisonets, tries persons who
oppose the régime for reasons of conacilence and keeps them in an ordinary
prizon as prisonets who constitute a threat to society.

The workers 4o pnot have the cight to form free %rade unionsz in order to
protect their interesta, From their wages are deducted compulsory
contributions for membership of the s=ingle workers' organization, which is
diracted by a menber of the Politburc of the Communist Party, Thus, the only
recognized {and permitted) unions are the State unions, which acs
Marxist-Laniniat ig their views, and instead of proktecting the interszts of
the working class, they protect the inkterests of the governing party class and
of the sole boss: the State,

Artinle 24, Everyone has the right to rest and leisure, ineluding rsasonable
limitation of working hours and pericdic helidays with pay.

Mot only the workers but tha popualation az a whale are abliged to do
"yoluntary work™, almoet always in agriculture or the building in&ustry,
ajainzst a background of zlogans, competitions and historic or communist
annivarsaries, on the pretext ﬂf gtrengthening and building socializm, withatt
receiving any form of remuneratiun; Thiz 1s another form of exploitation of
man by the State or neo-2lavery. Moreover, to aveld loging thelr jobs,
workers have to do overtime without any remuneration apart from their normal
wage. Thea Ravalution thusz prevents workerz from enjoying 211 previous
achiasvements by the working class during its long years of struggle.

Artiele 25, 1. Evaryone has the right to a4 standard of living adequate for
the health and well-heing of himgealf and of hig family, including food,
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alothing, housing and medical care and necessary soctal serviges, and the
righk £o security in the event of unemploymant, sickness, disahility,

widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in cilircumstancss bevond his

control.

The standard of living of the Cuban population falls £ar short of its
necds. Rationing, which was made campulsory more than a quarter of a century
age has made the Coban nation one of the worst fed in the Mmericas. As a
vasult of the shortage of food and essentlal articles, the "black market" has
become the principal source of zupply used by the population. Becanse of the
shortagas, theft in retail shops bas increased in recent years, a8 has the
seccet slaoghtering of cattle, =ince the pecple have fourd it necessary to
resart to crime or to obtain products of dablous origin in order to meet their
fundamental neads: to e#at and to clothe themselves.

The Penal Code even prescribez terms of imprisonment for unlawful
geconomic activitles by persons engaging in the production, transport or sale
of goods on their own account, and classifies as guilty of the crime of
speculation and hoarding persons who acquirgs, transport oc keep in their
possession goods or products in guantities qgreater than those required for
theic subsistence.

The commniat Castro régima has created a pew type of "black market"
controlled by the State, with the parallel mackets and speclal shops offering
articles at prices which are prohlbitive for the meagre wages of menbers of
the working class.

because of the shortege of housing, makeshift "villas missriaszs™ (shanty
towns) are growing in number all over the country {62 in Havana and 40 in
Santiago de Cuba). As a result of the lack of materials for the repair of old
dwellings and the construction of new dwellings, our island coanktry has taken
on a primitive appearance. The only exceptions to this deplorablas reality are
the arezs intended for tourism and for visits by forelgn delegations, and the
restricted zonea inohabited by senior officials, military officecs or
foreigners.

Article 26. 1, Ewveryone has the right to education. Education shall be
free, at least in the elementary and fundamental skages. Elementary sducation
shall be compulsory. Technical and professional education shall be made
genarally available and higher education shall be equally ageegsible to all on
the basiz of merit.
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i Bducation shall be directed to the full development of the human
parszonality and to the skrangthening of cegpect For human rightz and
fundamental freedams... .

3. Parents have a prior right bo choozae the kind of adycation that shall be
givaen to their zhildren.

Education Iin sociallst Cuba has one basic aim: political
indoctrination, The fundamental task of education is to drum Marxlat-Leninist
views into citizens from childhood onwards, in accordancs with the method of
the Sovier sducationalist, Anton Makarenko, and under the conkral of Eha
reflexological school founded by Pavlow, anothar Soviet gitizen., From
childheod onwards, students are stesped in the dectrine of class hatred.

Tha State, which In fact holds parental autharity, 12 responsible for
directing saducarion from the sarliest vaars. Parents have lost the prior
right to choose the kimd of sducaticn that shall be given to thalr childran
and may ke punished if they teach their children anything diffarsnt from what
iz taught in sahool. It i5 hammaraed into childran that everything thay have
and enjoy is dus to "Fidal™ and the Revolution.

ESucation is not free since students have to pay for eheir stodias by
means of "productive work™, children pay for their edugation in the so-calied
"school gacdens", voung pecple pay for it In the "country schools®™, amd
technicians and university teachers are involved in various unpald means of
production,

Chi ldren's groups have been formed with resources contrjbuted by trade
unions and organizations, and through voluntary work by workerss
nevartheless, the Governament reguires parents to pay the fss set for each
¢hild, In addition, they have to pay for lunches which the chlildren do not
raecelve,

Hot all students have the rigﬁt to the sams eduCation: in order to enter
higher education, it is necessary bto be an activist in a State political
organization. Once he has finished his course, a graduate bacomas an emrlayee
of the State, subject to the will of the State within and outaide Cuba, and
obliged gradually to pay back, throwugh his laboue, the amount invested by the
State ln his education. There are also schocla and courses reserved for
persons wha are particuolarly ocutstanding in terms of political integqration and
for the children of senlor Party officials, such as ths Advanced Instltute for
Foreign Affairs, the Advanced Insticute for International Trade, the nuclear

physics coursa, eto.
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Article 27. 1. Ewveryone has the right freely to participate in the cultural
life of the community, to enjoy the arts and to share in scientific
advancement and itz bensfits,

2. Everyong has the right to the protection of the moral and matsrial
interests resuilting from any =cientific, literary or artistic production of
which he iz the auwthor.

Culture in saoclalist Cuba iz Marxist in ¢character. Conseguently, all
logally publizhed worka by Cobanz and, with rare exceptions, hy foreign
authors have to be Marxilst in character.

Cuhan scientists, wrlters or attistz who deo not conform to this criterion
have to give up their wocation or go into exile (if they are a)llowed to do
s0). In the worst situation, they are sent to prison, but not without
previcuzly spending time in the cells of the psychiatric hospltal (three wards
for this purpose) or the cells of the State Security Deparimant, where they
are ordarad to write a declaration of repentance. These prisonars of
gconsoience never enter prison ¢lassed as guch, since the régime always uses &
variety of devices to charge theh with some ¢ongpiratorial or anti-gocial
of fance,

Scilentifie, literary or artistic works are rega-’ as the cultural
haritage of tha Revoluticn, and the State is the only hody authorized to apnjoy
the benafit of thess worksy in practice, their anthors are deprived of the
benefits rightfully due to them a3 a result of produsing or creating such
woL ks,

Article 28, Bveryona iz entitled to a social apd international order in which
the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration can he fully realized,

The totalitarian character of the ré&gime in Cuba makes it impesaible to
eatablish a soclial order in which the rights and freedams set forth in the
Onivarsal Declaration of Human Rights can be Eully realized. The Cuban
peopla, who ape prevented from freely expressing themselves and lack effective
means for disseminating their views, are helplese in the face of oppression by
the ayatem. Despite the fact that Cuba ls a signatory of the Tnivarsal
Declaration of Human Rights, its Government systematically violates all
articles of the Declaration, a fact which was clearly demonstrated in the
denunciations made in Geneva at the forty-third and forty-fourth sessions of
the United Nationg Commlssion on Human Rights. Ve reaffizm these

denunclationz in this decument,
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Artigle 2%, 1. Evervone has dutiez to the community in which alone the free
and full development of his persanality 12 possible,

2. In the exercise of his rights and freedoms. everyone shall be subject
only %o such limitations as are detearmined wy law solely for the purpose of
securing due recognition and respect for the rights and freedans of others and
of meeting the just reguiremsnts of morality, public order and the general
welfare in 2 democratic society.

3. These rights and freedom= may in no ¢ase be exercized contrary to the
purposesa and principles of the United Hations.

Bespect for the community is in direct proportion to enjoyment of one's
tights. Article 4§ of the 1940 Constitution recognizes the right of rebellion
whan the rights of ipdividoals are flouted. 1In Castro's Cuba, gitizens are
Prohitited from claiming these righta b peaceafu] means. Since the
totalitarian régime is incompatible with demccratic socisty, the only way of
achieving enjoyment of persenal freedans is through the radiecal and
far-reaching reform of the system of opprassion.

The Boerialist Constitution recognizes only the “right to submission™ in
prebibiting any demonstration contrary to the zo¢ialist State. Although the
Censtitution in force devotesz a chapter to human rights, the way in which it
dafinas them and in which the régime implements them is incompatible with what
is set forth and defined in the Tnlted Wations Charter concarning human
rights. Consequantly, it is for the United Nations Commission on Human Rights
to call for strict obgarvance of the Charter, and not Fidel Cactro'c distaorted
interpretations of, or particular views, on [t
Article 30, Mothing in this Daclaration may ba interpreted as implying for
any Stata, group or person any tight to amgage in any activity or to perform
any act aimed at the destruction of any of the rights and freedams get forth
herain. .

On the basis of this Declaration, international communism has arrogated
to itaelf the right to back and support Fidel Castro in international forums,
thereby conferring on him the right to dpdertake activitias deszignhned to
agppress the exercize and enjoyment of the freedomg embodied in the
Daclaration,

The Socialist Canstitution represents the tavit negation of the Tniversal
Declaration of Human RElghts, and 1t is the duty of the United Watrions to call
on the totalitarian régime existing in Coba strictly to comply with each and
ayary articls that haz2 been repeated]ly violated,
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From the prison for leng-term politlcal prisonars we demoupte the crimes,
tepression and viclations of all rights suffered by our people for thrae
decades - crimes, repression and violations that are caomparable, apart from
territorial apd population difterences, only with those committed by Hitler
and Stalin,

Like cur people, we awalit the juzt verdict of the Commission, conscions
of the fact that its membars will net allow themselves to be taken in by the
arguments, stratagems and promisges of the régime.

We should like to take the opportunity ko draw briszfly to your attention
the hurried charnges which the régime is making in Coban prisons in order to
dazgtray or conceal avidencs of the repeated denonciations af owvercrowding,
ill-trzatment, harassment and torture thete:

1. In May and June alone, more than 35,000 prisoners were released (data
from speech by the Minister of the Intarior to the Hational Assembly

on 30 June 19%88), bet even ao the prisons were still fully consegquently,
since then there have been dally transfers of prisoners to the so-¢allsd
*farma“, with the result that you will find that the prison population does
not exceed normal prison capacity.

2. The anthorities have also transfarred all prisoners whe have been beaten
up or tortured to prisons and concentration ¢amps in remokbe arsas, such as
Taco~Taco Prison, San Cristcbal, Pinar del Rio; "8z me perdid la llave" (I've
lost my key! Prisan, Camagiiey) Guanajay Prison, Havana; Ounivicdn Prisocn,
Havana; Giiines concantration camps, Giines, Havana, among others, to which
membars of the United Hationa Commission will not have access, especially
since they are unaware of the exisztence of these prisons or because they are
gituated in remote areas. They will thue noat hear the testimony of lomates
who have heen tortired,

3. Phe authorities hawe destroyed, altered or painted the winfowless cells,
permanent punishitent araas, onventilated and unlit areas, bars and wige mesh
which made Coban prisons hallish, FPhotographs taken surrapritiously inside
Combinado del Este Priscn in Havana and transmitted to the international press
demonstrate the truth of our explanations and the rdgime's attempts at
concealmant.

4. The usual pattern of life of prisonsrs was changed immediately after the
anncuncemant of the wvigit to Cuba by the United Hatlons Commiszion on Human

Rights. Instead of visits by relatives avery thrae to six months, with only
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one relative seen through a double megh, the system haa been changed to wisits
syery 21 days by a number of relatives, who can talk to the prisoner without a
mash barrier. Visits by spousas have beoen changed from three howurs once a
yaar to one visit every three months. Instead of belng allowed out into the
yard to sunbathe whenever the military chief warder felt Like it (gensrally
evary three or Eour weeks), prisoners are now allowed cut for twoe houra twice
a weeck.
- Warders no lorger carry trurcheons and baycneta as they always used to
and they have been forbidden to beat prisoners {until the end of the wvisik by
the United Nations Commission, of course).
&, Tha poor prizon dlet has been improved in tems of guantity, quality and
variety; priscners formerly received a carbohydrate-based diet, without
geasoning, and never amy fruilt or vegstables.
7. The maln ponishment block in this prison, known as the “death area", the
"Pizzeria™ or “Detachment 47", has . been altered and refuyrbished, and beds have
baen installed. This wag an area whara hundrads of prisnners.were kept
permarantly (2specially persons under death sentence) and whare they were
given only one meal a day. Many other prisoners were sent to this area as a
punishnant .
8. The authorities have eatahlished a system of foreirg ordinary prizoners
to chant communist slogans on several occasions during the day. Prisoners who
eefuse to 4o =0 are baing transfarred to other priscns furthar away from their
relatives' homes,
0. The authoritias have placed in peadiness in the prisonz store supplies of
bed linen, unifoems, boots and towele t£o be izsued to prisoners befora the
visit by the United Nations Commission on Human Rights.
i0. The prefabricated materials fackory and the enginsering and handicraft
workshops situated next o Combinade del Este Prison have been olosed down, in
order to enzure that the prison water supply is not interrupted during tha
vigit ¥ the United Hatjens Commission on Buoman Rights.

Thisz iz what we wanted to tell you. OCur martyrs demand justice.

Ged, country and fresadom

Cubat Political Imprisonment Organizaticn
{larng~term political priscners)
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fL0S ABOGADOS Y EL ORDENAMIENTCG JURIDICO*, CHAPTER I OF THE REFORT
"DERECHOS HUMANOS EN CHBA" FREFARED BY THE COLEGIC DE ABOGADGS DE
LA CIUDAD DE NUEVA YORK, 1988

1. Lauryers and the Legal System

A. Helevant Standards

Article 14 of the International Covenant on Civil and Polidical =
Rights provides that:

In the determination of any criminal charge against him,
everyone shall be enntled to the following minimum guar-
antees, in ful] equality: . . . (d)To be tried in his presence,
and to defend himself in person or through legal assis-
tance of his own choosing; to be informed, if he doas not
have legal assistance, of this right; and 10 have legal assis-
tance assigned to him, in any case where the interests of
Jjustice so require, and without payment by him in any



such case if he does not have sufficient means to pay for it;
{e) to examine, or have examined, the witnesses against
kim and o obtain the attendance and examination of
witnesses on his behaif under the same conditiens as
witnesses against him. . . .

These nghts, and many other procedural and substantive guar-
antees, become meaningful only if lawyers are free to defend
their clients vigorously. Thus the Associanon, which the delega-
tion represented, has adoepted a resolution providing that:

The Association of the Bar of the City of New York
affirms its support for cthe Rule of Law in the mternational
community and its recognition of the need for an inde-
pendent judiciary and for the independence of lawyers;
[and] that the Associacion notes with concern the reported
interference with the human rights and professional re-
sponsibilities of lawyers in an increasing number of for-
eign COUNCIIes . . . .

The delegation approached the issue of independence of law-
yers in two ways. We inquired into the position of lawyers gener-
ally, particularly the connection between political beliefs and one’s
status as a lawyer. We zalso attempted to gather information
about the vigor with which defendants were represented. Be-
fore turning to either of these inquiries, however, it is useful to
describe briefly the basic framework of the Cuban court system.

B. The Cuban Courts

Raul Amaro, President of the Cuban Supreme Court, and
twa professors at the University of Havana Law School—Dr.
Jose A. Grillo Longora and Dr. Mercelline Diaz Pinillo—de-
scribed the Cuban court system. The courts are divided into
three levels: municipal courts, provincial courts and the Su-
preme Court. The jurisdiction of the municipal courts is lirnited
to family matters, small civil claims and crimes punishable by
up to nine months imprisonment. Provincial courts hear more



seriotns criminal cases and civil cases invelving larger sums of
money, as well as appeals from the municipal courts. Four of
the provinces have special secuons of the provincial court for
the trial of state security cases. We were told that these special
panels were going 10 be abolished because there was no longer
a significant number of state security cases. Any remaining such
cases would then be tried in the regular provincial courts. The
Supreme Court is the country’s highest court and is itself
divided into special panels 1o hear labor, military, criminal and
state security matters.

In each court cases are heard by panels composed of profes-
sional and lay judges. Municipal court cases are heard by two
lay judges and one professional judge and provincial courts
have panels of two lay and three professional judges. The
Supreme Court has a wtal of 27 professional judges and 154
lay judges, divided into five-judge panels. Each panel is com-
posed of two lay and three professional judges. )

Lay judges werk full time for a total of two months of each
year and are otherwise engaged in their regular employment.
They receive 30 o 45 days of training when they become
Jjudges, and participate in periodic seminars given by profes-
sional judges. Lay and professional judges are elected by the
Assemblies of People’s Power, which are the legislative arms of
the government at the municpal, provincial and national lev-
els. Professional judges are elecred to terms of five years,
and lay judges to two and a half year terms.

About 43 percent of Cuba's professional and lay judges are
members of the Cuban Communist Party, with a higher per-
centage of party members represented on the Supreme Courr.
President Amaro told the delegation that all four of the profes-
sicnal judges on the Supreme Court's military panel, all four
professional judges on the state security panel, three of the
four professional judges on the laber panel and five of the
seven professional judges on the criminal panel are members of
the Party.



The Cuban Constitution makes it clear that the judicial
branch is not equal to, or independent of, the other branches of
government. Article 122 of the Constitution provides that the
courts are “subordinate o the National Assembly of People's
Power and the Council of State.” This, plus the short term of
office 15 unlikely ta encourage judicial independence by Cuban
judges.

C. The Status of Cuban Lawyers

The legal profession has been viewed with disfaver in Cuba
during much of the time since Castro came to power. Dr.
Menelao Mora Travieso, Secretary General of the National
Umion of Cuban Jurists, a professiopal organization for all law
school graduates, told the delegation that in the years following
the revolution the legal profession was held i low esteem.
Students were encouraged to pursue technicat rather than legal
careers. He said that from 1960-70 the country had only one
law schoo! and during some years in the 1960s there were as
few as five law students in the entire country. Dr. Mora and
other government representatives with whom we met indicated
that this negauve view of the legal profession was fed, in part,
by a history of graft and incompetence among Cuban lawyers.

In 1973, the Cuban government promulgated a law elimi-
nating the private bar and requiring all attorneys who did not
work as state prosecutors or for state enterprises to join collec-
tive law offices called bufetes colectivos, which are controlled by a
national orgamization. The bufetes colectivos were reorganized in
1984 under a law requiring all members to reapply for admis-
sion and 1o show that they “possess moral qualities in accord
with the principles of our society.”

According to the leaders of the National Organization of
Bufetes Colectivos {NOBC), approximately 110 of the 800
former members of the bufetes colectivos were denied readmis-
sion to the reorganized bufetes, precluding them from practic-
ing law other than with a state enterprise. We were told that



those denied readmission were afforded a face-to-face meeting
at which they were informed of the reasons for the denial and
given the right to appeal to the Minister of Justice,

The leadership of the NOBC said that the reasons for ex-
cluding lawyers from the bufetes included failure to prepare
cases, alcoholism, “living off the work of others,” and other
failings in the quality of a lawyer's work or his or her moral
character. No lawyers were denied readmission because .-;;.f their
pelitical beliefs, we were assured.

Several private lawyers who were denied readmission and
with whom we met, however, pzainted quite a different picture.
They said that while incomperants and drunks were certainly
among those denied readmission, so 100 were lawyers who had
been active in defending political cases, a3 well as several older
lawyers who had been praciicing since before 1959, and whose
loyalty to the revolution was therefore somewhat suspect. At
least one of these private lawyers, Dr. Antonto de Varona, also
told the delegation that he was not afforded =" ¢ precedural
guarantees that were supposed 1o accempany denial of an
application for readmission to the bufefe. Dr. de Varona said
that he never was told why his application was denzed, and was
never afforded a face-to-face meeting at which he could ask
about the demial. A request for information about Dr. de
Varona's case elicited no response from either the NOBC or
the Mimster of Justice.

Another caze of concern to us is that of Pablo Llabre Raurell.
A 37.year-old graduate of the Law Faculty at the University of
Havana, Llabre is widely regarded as having been a vigorous
and skilled defender of those accused of political and commen
crimes during most of his 13 years of practice. He was expelled
from his bufete colectivo in February 1937 and disbarred four
months later in what appears te have been, at least in part,
retaliation for his vigorous defense of a sensitive case. Mr.
Llabre is a member of the Cuban Committee for Human
Rights.



According to Justice Minister Juan Escalona and the lead-
ership of the National Organization of Bufetes Colectivos
who made the decision to discipline Llabre, the reason for
bis expulsion and disbarment was his admitted falsification,
of certain financial records. Under an experimental system
of payment in force in Liabre’s office, attorneys were to he
paid based on the number of cases they completed in a
given month, up to a specified maximum. Having complet-
ed the maximum number of cases in December 1986,
Llabre reported that he had finished a particular case in
January 1987, thereby ecasing his burden for the lauer
month.

While this misdeed was sericus and worthy of discipline,
there are indications that those deciding Llabre's fate were not
rnpartial. According to Llabre, the expulsion and disbarment
came in the midst of 2 defense he was presenting that was
particularly embarrassing to the NOBC leadership. Llabre was
defending 2 of 14 real estate brokers charged with fraud in
connection with the purchase of 10 buildings by the NOBC. In -
the course of Cross-cXamining a prosecution witness, Llabre
reported, he elicited testimony that while 7 of the buildings
were going to be used for new bufeles colectivos, 3 were intended
for the personal use of the NOBC leadership—an allegation
that, if true, would consutute an gbyvious misuse of the NOBC's
funds. Llabre’s expulsion and disbarment prevented him from
pursuing this defense.

Under the circumstaices, there is reason to helieve that the
decision to discipline Llabre in such a serious manner was not
taken by imparual arbiters. The same body that initally im-
posed such severe punishment, the NOBC leadership, had a
strong incentive to curtail Llabre’s spirited defense. By conrrast,
prosecutorial authorities, who had no such personal stake,
declined to pursue criminai charges against Llabre. They dis-
missed a charge of fraud that initially had been filed against
him for his falsification of records.



D. The Role of Lawyers in the Legol System _

For those who act as defense lawyers in Cuba, zealous repre-
sentation of a client is not considered to be the primary interest
that he or she must serve. The report of the Provisional Board
of Directors of the National Organization of Bufetes Colectivos
to the General Assembly of the same organization makes clear
the otier interests that a lawyer must bear in mind:

The concepe that must not prevail among us is that the
best attorney 8 he who attains the acquittal of his client or
places the client's interests above rthe law and morality.
Rather, the best attorney is he who through his actions,
talent and ability coniributes to the viciory of the law and
the humanist principles of our justice. This is the founda-
tion of the professional presuge of our attorneys and the
only concept recognized and admired by our nation of
workers. To depart from this is to identify oneself with
those of yesteryear who represented and defended the
interests of the exploiting class.

During the early years following the revoluticn, the client’s
interests appear to have been considered almost entirely sub-
servient to those of the state, with defense of political prisoners
a perfunctory matter, if any defense was presented at all.?® The
delegation was toid of trials during the first few years following
Castro's revolution in whick hundreds of defendants were tried
together in a few hours, with adequate time only to announce
the guili of those accused. Prosecutors also apparently made
linde or no effort to implement procedural protections for the
accused. Juan Escalona, Cuba’s Minister of Justice, reported
that there were times when the prosecutors acted solely as an
arm of the military and did not play an active role in enforcing
socialist legality.

In more recent years as well, it appears that attorneys are
unwiling to pursue a substantial defense of those accused of
potitica] crimes. Enrique Hernandez Mendez, a former mem.



ber of Cuba’s diplomatic corps and a former professor ar the
University of Havana, was tried for attempting to leave Cuba
illegally in 1980. Mr. Hernandez wid us that he had received a
pass guarantseing safe conduct out of Cuba from the Peruvian
Embassy, as well as all the other necessary documentation.
When he arrived at the airport, however, his documents were
confiscated and he was not perraicied 1o leave. A few days later,
Mr. Herpandez used an air cushion in an attempt to reéach 2 boat
a short distance off shore, but he was arrested and prosecuted.

Mr. Hernandez's attorney defended him on grounds of im-
possibility, arguing that he could not have left Cuba simply by
riding an air cushion. The aworney refused, however, 10 make
the argument that his client did nothing illegal, having already
received permission 1o leave. His lawyer was afraid to defend
him oo vigorously, Mr. Hernandez said.

Prisoners with whom several members of the delegation met
described even more perfunciory defenses. Two prisoners who |
were also tried {or attempting 1o leave the country told us that
they were not permitted to be represented by the attorney of
their cheice, The government-appointed lawyer never met with
thern prior to trial and his only statement on their behalf was a
plea for mercy on the ground that one of the defendants was
young.

We did not observe any political trials, but several members
of the delegation attended three ordinary criminal trials on
February 10 in Havana Provincial Court. The conduct of these
cases raised doubts about the vigor with which allegations of
state abuse of a client’s rights are pursued even in non-political
cases. During one of the trials a defendant charged with bur-
glary alleged that he had been bearen in order to coerce a
confession. None of the lawyers present and none of the judges
asked the defendant any questions about the allegation. Nor
did anyone question the police officer about the defendant’s al-
legation. The police officer told us later, outside the court, that
he was never asked about the allegation at any other time. In
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addition, he said that in his 12 years on the police force neither
he nor anyone he knew had been investigated for alleged
musireatment of a prisoner.

Even when no question of the government’s abuse of hu-
man rights was rased, aggressive advocacy on behalf of a
crirmnal defendant appeared to be atypical. During the three
trials we witnessed, involving a total of six different detense
attorneys, ouly one approached the task with any vigor. Irom-
cally, even that exception to a set of otherwise lackadaisical
performances illustrated what appeared to be uniformly low
expectaiions with respect to the bar’s defense function. Rep-
resenting a GComrnunist Party member accused of ¢riminal
negligence In counection with a serious motorcycle accident,
the aworney conducred a forceful, though respectful, ten-
minute cross-examination of the prosecution’s witness, dis-
crediting his testimony in significant respects. At the end of
this exercise the presiding judge chided: “You've asked so
many guestions of the witness, it's as if he's the accused.” The
comment made it clear that effective advocacy on behalf of a
criminai defendant fell ouside ordinary standards of con-
duct, at least in the mind of the presiding judge in the court
we visited.

In sum, the evidence gathered by the delegation lefi us with
serious doubts abour the independence of the bar in Cuba.
Control of lawyers appears to have been ensured during the
past 15 years through the process of requiring all attorneys who
are not employed by the state to belong to, and then apply for
readmission to, the fufetes colectivos. Defense lawyers do not
vigorously defend those charged with political crimes. If the
trials we cbserved are representative, even defendants in non-
political cases rarely receive a realous defense. The absence of
attorneys independent of the state and willing forcefully to
challenge a prosecuror, parucularly in political cases, removes
what is in many countries an important source of protection for
human rights.



JUDGEMENT OF 25 SEPTEMBER 1983 BY THE PEOPLE'S MUNICIPAL TRIBUNAL
OF DIEZ DE OCTUBRE AND JUDGEMEWT OF 22 AUGUST 1983 BY THE
FEQPLE'S PROVINCIAL TRIBUNAL OF THE CITY OF HAVANA IN THE

CASE OF ARTURD A. GARCIA REBOLLAR

DIEFE DE OCTUBRE PEOPLE'S MUWNICIPAL CRURT FILE Mo. 471/83
SENTENCE Mo. 533/83
PRESTOENT: MARIG G, FORMOSO
JUDGES; JOSE A, ALFONSO
MANOEL SAN MARTIN

In biez de Octubre Munlcipality, Province of Havapa, on
23 September 1983 ...

OHSTDEAING, in the Labour Section of the Dier de Ooitubre Pecple's
Municipal Couct, the action brought on 29 July 1983 by Arture Antonis Garsia
Rebolac, Calle A Mo, 505 ¢/ 21 and 23, apkt. G, Vedade, Plaza, in his capacity
as a worker in the *Rail Cepere Bonllla” IR, situvated akt José A. Saco
Ho. 164 e/ Vista Alegre and San Mariano, Vibora, in the DHez de Octubre
Municipa)l District, and asz & menber of MINED, the Bducaticn, Sclience and
Recreation Trads Union, against Gaston Gorrita Guzmdn, in his capacity as
Director, far the purpose of appealing under acticle 5 of Decree—Law J2 of
15 Pebruary 1980, against the disciplinacry measure of dismissal £rom his post
by the Administration by virtue of its powers under articlas T et seg. of the
above-mentioned Decree-Llaw, when he canbravensd chapter ¥, article 3,
subparagraph P, of the Ramal requlations on labour discipline in the
educational sector (failure to obserwve the regulations);

WHEREAS the plaintiff contests this meaguce and objectz theretd on the
grounds that he does not agree that he helpsed to cicrculate matérial that
conflicts with our social ideclogy, since he merely logked for somzone bo type
up the translation of a bock from Franch to Spanish, at the regnest of Mario
Gastdn Hernandes,

WHEREAS , aftapr examination of Ehe application the requisike formalikies
were gomplied with and the place, date and time yers set for a public haaring.
in accordance with the terms of articles 707 gk geq. of Aok Mo. 7 of '
15 Bogust 1977, concerning Civil, Administrative and Labour Procedure, which
hearing was held in the presence of Ehe partiez, who made the allegationz they
deemed appropriate apd adduced evidence which was declaped relevant and
entailed, at the appropriate skage in the procesdingg, an examination of
Iakony File Mo, 410315014640, helonging to the plaintiff:



WHEREAS the requirements of the law have been observed in this case;

WHEREAS the plaintiff, who works as a teacher of mathematics, at a salary
of 248 pesos, claimed that when asked by Mario Gastdn Bernadndez to find
someome to Eype up the tranalation of a book from Prench to Spanish, he
provided the means to do so, but st no time d4id he circulate any documenty
the acts ogcurred on 7 June 1983 and, when Pirst Lieutenant Paez of the State
Security Department informed the educational centrer, at that time the Director
told him to dontinue working, which he did up until 13 July, taking the
measure to be inappropriate; and he also deems it unfortunate that the
Munigipality &id not take account of his eaployment and pelitical record over
a period of 21 vearsy the Administration claims that he provided the work of
typing up the translation of the book "Hostradamus™ by Mario Gastdn Hernandez,
which hook was circulated at the edoueational centre and iz eslasged by MERE
specialists as deviakionist, anti-Communist and anti-Soviet; the worker told
the State Securiliy Department that he acoepted reaponslbility, & meeting was
held with cvepresentatives of the centre and'security officials to discuss the
entire progess, including the fact that, inter alla, on 28 April, the bhook was
gelzed From Mario Gastdn, together with seven booklets containing the
tranalation) the accused Garcia Rebollar helped to print the translatien by
taking it to someone, whe typed it up and bound it, returaing it to him, by
which means he helpad to cirowlate the material;

CONS IDERTHGE the evidence obtalned at the hearing and in the documents
submitted, it is proved that the plaintiff contravened chapter ¥, article 8,
subparagraph P, of the Penal Requlations for Labour Discipline in the
Eduerational Sector, dated 29 June 1981, which stipwlates that ft is a breach
of labour discipline “to bring into a study centre literature or other
material which is pornographic or deviationist", from which it can be inferrad
that when the bosk and the translation were taken from the plaintiff at the
educational centre at which he is employed and they bacame known to third
partiaz, he had contravensed the terms of article 2, subparagraph 11, of
Decree—-Law No. 11 of 14 December 1977, and it is therefore appropriate to
apply the measure stipulated in article B, subparadraph 6, of that Decree-Law,
and consequently, this Court pronocunces the following

SENTEHNCE :

WE HEREBY CORDER dismissal of the suit brought on 29 July 1983 by Arturao

Antonic Garcia Reballar, in his capacity az a worker at the “Radl Cepero



Bonilla® I#, agalnst Gastdn Borrita Guzmdn, In his capacity as Dicector, amd
we hereby rule that the aforementioned worker shall, in accordance with the
foreqoing, be diymisszed from hiz post and workplace.

For notification to the parties, advising them that an appeal may be made
against the foregeing sentence within 10 days following notifiecation thereof,
in thiz Peaple's Municipal Court, in accordance with the terms of articles 71%
et seq, of Act No. 7 of 19 August 1977, concerning Civil, Administrative and
Labour Procedure. For this purpose, any certified coples may be iasued.

(Signatures and stamp of the Dier de Dotubre People's Muplcipal Court)



Provincial Paople's Court of the City of Havana ¥MB1
STATE SECURITY SECTION
JUDGEMENT WUMBEE: FPIFTY-EIGHT {58)

Prasident of the Court: Guillerms P. Herndndez Infante

Justices:

Plicido Batista Veranes,

Mancy Morales Gonzdlez,

Eduardo Gomez Hermida,

Ernests Rojas Otamendi.

In the City of Havana, on 22 Auqust 14983, folilowing public oral proceedings
bafore the State Security Section of the Provinelal People's Court of the City
of Havana, in Case No., 75 of 1983, brought in respeckt of an offence of ENEMY
PROPAGANDA, the accused being: MARIO GASTON HERWANDEZ MARTINEZ, a native of
Calabazar de Sagua, Villa Clara Pravince, son of Pabln and Icabel, aged 59,
married, with univeraity education, emtloyed by khe Minist of Education as a
storekeeper at the Radl Ceperc Bonilla Pre-Universlity  .owol, with an addcess
at 1413, 17th Awvenue, between 34th Strest and 36th Street in

Plava Municipality, Provinge of the 2Qity of Havana, on dall fooa these chacoges
and defended by Dr. Migdalia Lara Macias, a court-appointed lawyer:

ARTURC ANTONIO GARCIA REBOLLAR, a hative of the City of Havana, son of Artura
and Aida, aged 42, divoreced, educational leyel: Sourkh year of civil
englnaecing, enployed as a teacher of mathematics by bhe Radl Cepero Bonilla
Pra~University School), wikth an address at Flatk G, 505 & Strest, between 21st
and 23rd Streets, Vedado, Plaza de La Revoluoidn Municipality, Provinee of

the City of Havana, on bail from these charges and defended by

Dr. Migdalia Lara Macias; and FRAMCIESCD ANTONIO MARTIHNEZ HARASTE, a natlve of
the City of Havana, son of Francisce and Angélica, aged 313, a bacheler, with
aniversity education, amployed x3 &n editor in the Radis Metropalitana
broadeasking station by the Proavinclal Dirzectorate for Radio of the Pegple's
Power of the City of Havana, with an addrecs at 62, No, L1503, betbwean 15tk

and 17th Straets, Plaza da La Revolucidn Monicipality, Province of the City of
Havana, on bajil from these chatrges and defended by Dr. Mario Cabrales Cyesta,

a court-appointed lawyvar.
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Prosecutor: Dr. Rlcardo Padiarne Rayna de Coss=io,

Prasidant of the Coure: Judge Guillermo Predro Aerndndez Infante.

WHEREAS, fLirstly, there iz evidence that the accused MARIC GASTON

AERHANDEZ MARTINWEZ, aged 59, full details of whom are provided above, d4id, on
an unspacified dake prior and close to 26 April 1983, produce two
counter-revolutionary manuscript leaflets, translated Erom the book written by
the Prench authors Max and Jean Fontbrung on the prophecies of

Michel de Hosteedame, knowh as Hostradamos, the contents of which ate cleacly
countar-rayolutionary an® contain, inter alia, the followina: "When Socialism
comazs to power the pecople's blood will be shed and freedom of spesch will
disappear™, "neither chucch nor =exes will be spared™, "the great sister of
the English, the United Stakes, wlll inherit Soviet power™, thereby agitating
against internaticnal scelidarity, Having drepared his manuscripbs, the
accuzed, Hernindez Mattinez, qave the book to his fellow accused

ARTURG ARTONIC GARCTIA REBOLLAR, 0F lenal age, whose level of educaticon and
other details are provided above, who, with the same countar-revolutionary
intrent paszsed the book on to FRANCISCD ANTONID MARTINEZ HEASTE, also ascused,
aged 33, details of whom are provided above, who typed the manusceripts,
thereby collabarating in the activity of Herndndez Martinez. ]

WHEREAS, secondly, the prosecutor has maintained his provisional conclusicns,
which have bean placed on record, as definitive.

WIEREAS, thicdly, the counsels for tha defence have also maintained their
provisional conelusions, which have baen placed on record, as Jdefinltive.

IN VIEW OF, OWNE; the fact that the actians which have been proved constitute
the affance of ENEMY PROPAGAMDA astablished and punished by article 108-1,
paragraphs a and b of the Criminal Coda, incorporated herein, inasmuch as the
perpetrators thereof have agitated aqainst international solidarity by means
of written propaganda which they themselves produced and which one of them had
in hiz possesslon,

IN vIEW OF, TWO; the fact that the accused are liahle as the perpetrators of
tha aforezaid offence, since they committed it themcelves,

TN YiEW OF, THREE; the fack that there are no mitigating circumatances for
tha commiseion &f the offence,

IN vIEw OF, FOUK; the Fact that the criminal liability entails the civil
oblination to compensate for the damage and harm resultina from the actk,

IN VIEW OF, FIVE; the fact that the Court has been guided by its socialist
legal conaclence In selecting the deqree of the punishment applicable within
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the limita set by the law, and, has, in particular, borne in mind the soalal
damage cauwsed by the accusad, the Individual responsibility of each of them
and his degree of involvement, their individual conduck before and after the
offence, the circumstancges surrounding the acts and the likelihood of the
accused making amends, in accordance with the proviailons of article 47 of the
Criminal Code,

THE COURT HERERY DECIDES: We zentence the acoused, MARIO GASTIM

HEBERANDEY MAPRTINEZ, to THREFE YEARS' DEPRIVATION OF LIEEPTY and

ARTURC GARCIA REBOLLRR and FRARCISCO ANTONIO MERTINEZ HRASTE to ONE YEAR'S
DEPRIVATION OF LIEERTY each, which is replaced by EESTRICTED LIBERTY For the
same period for each of the accuszed, for the perpetration of an offence of
ENEMY PROPAGANDA,

Ho judaement ie made in raspeck of civil liakility.

Wa hereby pronounce jodgemant, order it Yo be exscuted and sign.

A true copy of the original for thls case
CBRTIFIED
(pigned) (illegible}
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INTRODUCTION

*To maintain and preserve the health of the people and to raise
their life expectancy to a maximum" is an all-level task in the
program of the Cuban Communist Party,

To attailn this goal, innumerable resources are invested
throughout the country and a special interest is shown at all
Party and Cuban Government directoerate levela.

To keep the Party directorate informed of the evaluation made
by the pecple, of the services provided by the Health Secter in
the 14 mpunicipalities of the province, the Peopla's Cpinisn
Section of the DOR [Revelutionary Orientation Department)w
Provingcial Committee analyzed tha opiniuns polled during tha
second senestar of 1%87.

*[Brackets signify translator's notes.)



GENERAL EVALUATION

From a total of 10,756 cpinlons, 87.5% are unfavorable. In
comparison with the same paricd of the previeous year, thesre was
an increase of 3% {chart 1).

As noted in chart 3, the percentage of unfavorable opinions
decreazed only in the municipalities of Baguanos, Mayari and
Frank Pais; the increase is silgnificant in Gibara (8.9%), Banes
{R.21%), Saqua de Tdnawma (15.3%), and Moa {(13.4%),.

In Rafael Freyre, Antilla, Holguin, Cacecum, Urbkano Noris and
Cueto, the increase was minor.

We bhalleva that in the case of Calixto Garcia it 1ls not timely
to establish comparisons, because during 1587 the informaticn
on the municipality was sketchy and very irregular.

as in the previous analyses conducted, positive opinions
reflect the pecple's recognition of the efforts being made by
the Revoluticn and the achievements attained in this important
sactor.

Hotwithstanding the akbove, unfaverable cpiniens evidence that
despite Party and Government efforts and the special attention
on the part of Comrada Fidel [Castro] to provide optimum
quality in services rendered at health centers, the populaticn
is net totally satisfied with the attention they receive.

As can be noted from the report, criticiams that continue to be
rejterated the most are these regarding the lack of attention,
nagligence and abuse of patients, which we have peinted ocut in
previous reports. Therxefore, we consider that more should be
demanded towards complying with the principles of Medical
Ethics, and that direct werk with each one of the sectcor staff
should be intensified.



PROVINCIAL MATTERS

As in previous analyses, in 539 spinions the need to increase
fumigations against mosquitoes, and other ingects and rodents
in all the provinces and municipalities continues to be
reflactad.

Ninety=seven opinions polled in the Sagua de Tanamo

municipality raised the need to gather the pigs that roam the
urban zones.

FAMILY DOCTOR

This plan is the creation of the Commander in Chief [Fidel
Castrol, and as can bve determined from the positive opinions,
the plan has been very well received by our people, who also
have acknowledged the benefits it provides and its imporfance
in praventive medicine and health contrcl.

Unfavorable opinions, which account for 64.9%, point out the
deficiencles in several consultation centers, and also give

suggestions t¢ improve, according to the pecple's criteria, the
invaluable services offered at these centers.

The most repeated concerns are the following:

- At consultation centers, the issuance of health certificates
takes toce long (S8-Banes).

-~ Many doctors do not comply with regulations; do not nake
rounds {(attention is not the best) (63 cpinions)

* Banes,
* Consultation center #36; the three at El Coco Junction
{Holguin).

- The La Guira consultation center ir closad in the afternosn
{3-Banes).

= Theay wonder why =2¢ many consultation centers have bean built
in urban areas, where all medical resourcas are at hand, and
none have been built in the rural areas (135 cpinions).
Rafaal Freyre, Cusato, Banes, Mavari, Cacocfim, Urbano Noris,
Baguanos.

= Scandals in consultation center #17 {20 opinions).

= There exist consultation centers which have baen completad
and are not in cperation yet (65 epinions).
Agraria-Cacocin, Agquas Claras=Holguin, veguitas-ﬁanas.

= They wonder what the motives are for not expanding to all
neighborhcods and municipalities (10=-Holguin).
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- The familly doector needs to take more steps to become a
spaciallst {6=-Holguin).
= He does not solve any of the workars' problems; they still
have to go to the polyclinic (li-Holguin).
- Some doctorse do not live at home and when they are needad at
night they are not available (5-Holguin).
= The doctor always has a different ailment (4 opinions)
* consultation centar #9-Holguin.
= These are opan only to épm {18 opinions)
* Aguas Claras and tha Lenin Distriect (Holguin).
- Consultation centere that have no docters (9 opiniens)
* #50 - Banes.

BUGGEEBTIONS

= Family dector caonsultation centers should be made available
in rural areas (32)

Cueata,
Holguin.
Mayari.
Banes.

EES

- Stricter rules must be enforced on family doctors who rafuse
to werk {6=-Holguimn).

-~ The family doctor is much needed in the municipality
{10=-Cacocun).

= The doctor should pessess injections [syringes] to lower the
blood pressure to avelid going te the hoepital (8- Banes),

AIDS [SIDA)

With refersnce to thig illness, called the "Plague of the 20th
century," favorable opinions indlcate a high degree of
confidence and satisfaction on the part of the populaticn
regarding the measures taken by the Cuban Ministry of Public
Health to prevent massive contanination; TV prograns broadcast
to that and are svaluated as good.

Notwithstanding the information given, 78 opinions affirm that
throughout the province there are "X" cases of AIDS.

The following suggestions are also mada:

- That the analyses that are being done in Havana also be done
in the rest of the provinces (15 opinions).

- They should take into consideration prisoners who can be
carriers because there are homosexuals (7 opinions).



The AIDS video should be broadcast to the whole population
{10 opinions).

A madical investigation should be conducted to detect all
AIDS pases (2 opinions).

ATDS tests should bhe mads on all women whe change sayual
partners frequently and on those who go ont with foreignersa
{22 opinions).

It should be demanded that all blood donations and tasts be
thoroughly analyzed in order te avoid contamination with
AIDS (7 opinions).

Preventive measures must be taken (25 opinions).

Measures must be taken on homosexuals (52 cpinions}.

The whole population, eépacially the youth, should be
provided with infermatien (53 opinicnal.




QIBARA MUNICIPALITY

Oof all opinions 93.6% are unfavorable, an increase of 8.9% over
the same period in 1986,

one hundred and twenty~geven hospital-related opinicne smay:

= Attention is poor and there is patlent abuse (68 opinions)
* In one week, there were two deaths in the operating room:

they call it "Room 8" (raeferring te tha Cuban game of

charades, where the number 8 signifies "“death."]

At the lak, the women engage in chatting.

Several patients have died on surgeon Puljel.

Dectors make patiants wait because they keep watching for

the arrival of a truck, wondering what goods will be

distributed.

* Sometimes it is %am and there are no doctors in the
Emergency RooOm.

Most Emergency Room doctors are new and lnexperienced.

* % %

Keads

= There are few doctors (d41).

- At the hospital, to meet programmed activities, a tawxi must
ba hired daily (3}.

— There are broken windows {4).

= There is no beollad water for the children in the respiratory
wnit (8).

- Hepatitis patiente have to undergoe tests at Chaparra or
Puerto Padre (2).

Buggastions

- Add ancther lab technician to deo the tests on children.

Polyoliniao
= Poor attention is given to patients (49)

often, the Ophthalmelegy consultation is cancalled.
There 1= no control of patients' files registry.
Teste are lost.

Workers encounter difficulties in getting their health
card,

% ¥ x #



= Shortage of doctors; there is one for three sectors (161
opinions).
~ Abuse by doctors {17}
* otelaryngologist.
* the doctor in seator f2.

Suggestions
= Tha urclegist should improve his tamper (4).

= QConditions must be improved for tha patients awalting their
testa (7).

Valasco Peolyelinie

- At times it is Sam and no doctors are in yet (10).
= There arse few doctors (9). - .

~ Evidence of favoritism in the Obstetrics Room (&).

suggestions

= That a hospital) be built in accordance with the existing
populaticon in that area (20).

Deantal Clinic

- Attention is inefficient: only a few patients are seen
daily; the comrades go out very frequently {&).

Filote Pharmacy

= On Bundays they have probleps in returning small change (4).
Madical Post:

Floro Parez
= Doctors are saeldom there (119}).

= It is closed on weekends (id).

- It is suggested that better attention be given to the paople
(12). -

Loa Alfonsos

= It was declared a model and there is not one doctor (28).



Caletones

= Good attention (12).

Home for thae Elderly

- It 1s suggested that the PCC (Cuban Communist Party)
investigate several sanior citizemns whe have breakfast and
dinner at the Home and are doing business [on the side] with
their food guota [ration-card] (12).

Other general commants

= Ambulances are being used for pleasure rides and also for
personal business (1il).

- The doctor prescribes medicaticns which are not available in
the pharmacy {2).

- If doctors continue to issue health certificates, the

School-in-the-Country will have to be cancelled hecause all
the children are sick (18).

-~ Public Health has lowered its guard in the attention
provided the population (7).

Buggesticns

- Something must be done with the new doctor who now holds
Zayda's position; she abuses the patienta (31).

RAFAEL FREYRE MUNICIPALITY

out of 318 opinions, &€5.7% are unfavorable, a 4.8% increase
over the same pericd last year.

Regarding hospital services, 75.8% are unfavorable; the
complaints most heard are regarding:

- The gquality of services and attention has gone down {108
opinions)

* Doctor Juana Maria {orthopedist) leaves har work pust on
occacion and does not say where she is going.

# There is lack of confidence in lab analyses results.

* 3 woman died during childbirth becanse she was not
attendead to promptly and adecuately (&).

* TFavoritism is practiced when giving out appeintments.
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- There are no specialists in Pedriatica (40).
- BSeveral ccnsultation yreom doors are falling down (8).
- Fifty opiniens acknowiedge that attention has improved.

Punts Fijo Polyelinic

= It is suggested that measures be taken regarding elements
[people] who do not lat the doctor work (16).

Fray Benito Polyclinie

- Good services ara being rendered to the population (148).

Pharmaty

- 1In the avenings, there are no salesperscns (§).
- At the Santa Lucia ona, service is very slow {15).

HMadical Post:

Helones

~ The doctor does not come to consultation any more and nobody
knows why (10).

BANES MUNICIPALITY

Unfavorable Dpinigns are 96.2%, an increace of 8.3% over the
sane period in 1986,

COf the hospital-related cpinions, 83.8% are unfaverable and
they point out that:

- Patients are not given good atteantion (101)

# The doctor orders elactrocardiograms and they [the EFKGs)
hever turn up.

*  Appointments with specialiats are delayed up te 4 months.

# Bt times no rounds are made in the men's ward.

* There are two orthopedists and they give out very few
appointpants.

* While the skin specialist is on vacation he is not
replaced by any other doctor.

Neads

= There are naver any working materials for X-rays (6).
= Installation of the elavator remains unfinished (5}).
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Pregnant women are afraid to go to the hospital to give
birth (7).

At times the doctors are unable to diagnosse the illness of
the patient (18).

Buggestions

The State should analyze tha possikility of building a
dining room {7). '
Baby-sitters should be allowed to remain bacause they are
neadad in the ward (8).

Hicaragua Hospital

Medical attenticon iz bad (59).

There 1s evidence of "sociclismo" [faveritiem) (4).
Surgical procedures are not performed due to lack of X=ray
matarials {2).

There is no anesthetist for an urgent Caesarean (8).

The operating room is almost always contaminated (12).

Suggastionn

A good repair ies in order (3).

Polyeclinie

Patients in the Comunitaric were transferred to the Integral
and the patlents are vary inconvenienced (12),

Pedlatrice appointments are gilven cut in the morning and
consultations are at 2pm and this affects the patients whe
live in the country- (16). -

Consultations for pregnant women are twice a week and they
never start on time (20).

Doctors do not treat patients properly (%5).

Tests cannot be copnducted due to lack of water (3).

Deleite Polyoclinie

Attention and behavior [towards patients] are neot good (21}

* Patients are admitted and they are not seen again.
* When doctors are lying deown they do not want to get up to
see a patient.
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Buggestion

- Behavior towards patients must be improved and better
attention should bhe provided (7).,

cafiadén Polyoclinie

- Service is bad

* When the stomatologiat [dentist] comes, his assistant i=s

abzent, and vice versa; when both are in, there is no
water.

* Thare ie only one deoctoer for the eptire population.
* Lack of a lab technician.

Dental Cclinic

= Prostheseg are of poory quality (30).

= Appointments go frem one month to the next when there are
s¢ many stomatologlsts (15).

Pharmacy

= The pilet is declared a modael, but at timeés they maltraat
customers; the attention is net gocd (5).

~ At the semi-pilot (near the shoe-repair shop), the comrades

baraly work; theay talk their lives away and take their time
to attend to customers (3).

Los Plnos

- In this community there is no medical assl=ztance of any
kind, there iz not even one nurse to heal a wound (9}.

Las Mulas

-~ HNeither the doctor nor the ambulance are there when needed
{25).

Aabulances

~ Those of Guardalavaca and Cariaddn are ysed for perscnal
affairs (8).

- When there is a patient tc be taken urgently to Helguin, the
ambulances do not appear,

Suggestion

= The Deleite ambulance must not be taken away {15).
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Ganeral Opinions

- There is little concern on the part of the doctors, they
wait to the last minute; when they transfer a patient to a
better hospital it is because he cannot be saved (17).

- Some gynecologists are negligent, and when women cannot
deliver, do¢tors do not practice the regquired Caesarean
section, endangering the lives of mother and child (€).

- Deoctor Yoelia has little experience (4).

- Many children get medical certificates and do not attend the
school-at=-the-gcountry (13).

= Bick relatives of municipal doctors and nurses get more food
quctas than the rest of the population (6).

suggestiona

~ Mental patients should be picked up (20).

= Public Health should ¢larify rumers of a tuberculosis
outbreak (28).°

- At laazt onee a wesk, dnctnrs in Banes, specialiats in
orthopedics, Pediatries, ophthalmalngy, shonld visit the
greas that are far away from the municipality (6),

ANTILLA MUNICIPALITY

Unfaverable opinions are 89.9%, up 4.3% from the same pericd in
1386. ©Of the 714 hospital-related opinions, 81.2% are
unfavorable.

In 369 opinions, it was reiterated that there are few doctors;
that a pediatrician, surgeon and gynecologist are neaded; and
that the appeintments granted for the diffarent gpecialists do
not meat the needs of the pecple.

Also, 46 point out that on any gilven day, doctors are absent
and consultations begin late.

A lack of concern on the part of the doctors is expressed in 98
opinions.

Fifty-three opinicns state that to get a test done, one has to
stand in line from the previous day, and that often tests
cannct be done because there is nc water.

Twenty opinions express that the comrade in charge of the
electrocardiograme ie freqguently absent and patients are not
advised. Aleo, that the X-ray techniclan maltreats patisnte
and seldom is at hiz work post.

Twenty-twe cpinions express that Doctor Nora maltreats her
patients.
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Buggestiocns

Services and hehavior towards patients must be improved
{63}).

Thers should be more cancern over the amergency shift {9),
The emergency dector must remain in the Emergency Boom (14).
More specialists should be brought in {3).

Palyelinie

There are expressions ¢f bad treatment and poor service
as follows (90):

* There is no cne who can provide information,

* Thare is no conzultation schedule. '

# On Saturdays, at tha Gynecclogy consultation they only
take 10 [appointment] cards.

* There are few doctors.

* For three weeks, there has been no pedlatrician.

SBuggestions

The scheduling of doctors' consultations must be improved
[30).,
Acupuncture techniclans should be brought ir (31).

Frharmacy

A stricter contrel of alcohel sales is suggested (56).

Gaenaeral Opinions

There are few doctors in the municipality (14). . .
The physicotherapist does net have the adequate facilities
for the exsrcises (12).

Suggestions

An investigation should be conducted on ths gkin rashes and
the diarrheas that the population is suffering (83).

All children sheould be¢ vaccinated against *Meningo®
[meningitis] (40).
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BAGUANOS MUNICIPALITY

Of all opinions, 93.1% were unfavorable, a decrease of 4.4%
from the same perlod last year.

0f hospital-related opinions, 91.3% are unfavorable and the
main concerns pointed ocut are regarding:

= Deficient service and maltreatment of patients
* Comrade Reyna Viera treats people badly.
* pDoctors arrive late for consultaticons.

* Doctors lack knovledge and responsgikility: they err in
diagnoses.

# There are consultation cffices closed for lack of
doctors.,

* Appolntments to see specialists are delayed very much.

* There are few resources at the hospital, and doctors take
tco long to transfar cases ag required.

# Dectors from out of town leave early,

othars

= Thera is broken equipment and they do noet bhother to fix
tham (13 opinlons).

= The hospital is considered poorly managed (1l opiniens).

Tacajc Hospital

= ar times the water glven to patients 1s not drinkable (4
opiniens). :

- There are few doctors (1[?] opinions).

= Not all the rescurceés to be used to perform medical checkups
can be guaranteed (8 opinions).

= Consultations are delayed very much (6 opinions).

Folyoclinic

= fThere are few doctors and the employees do not give patients
their kbest treatment {37 opinions).

= At times there are no lab technicians (6 opinions).

= The comyade for social work is not very sfficient (3
opinions ).

- There is an automatic plant that 1s deteriorating, instead
of being used (24 times).
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Pharmacy

- Employees abandon their work to shop at the produce
mini~market (8 opilnions).

General opinions

-~ The coptical store 1s almost always closed (11 opinionsa)l.

- Munielpality doctors transfsr cases to evade
responslbilities and not face the situation (6 opinicnse).

- The municipality does not have the facilitlies to shelter
doctors from ocut of town (17 opinions).

HOLGUIN MUNICIPALITY

Of all comments, 9l.4% are untavorable; in comparizen to the
sama pariod of last year they increassd by 0¢.3%.

Hospital=-related unfaverable opiniens are 89.9%.

Ragarding the Vladimir Ilich Lanin Hegpital specifically, it ir
eXpressed that:

= Attention is lacking and the public is treatei badly (335
opinions)

*

Emergency Room doctors get lost; specialists are seldom
avallabler tha numbar of doctors does not meat the needs!
service iz slowy at timesz elther tharse are no stretchers
or the stretcher bearers have disappeared.

In the Psychiatrics ward, at times there is only cone
nurse and there are no syringes available.

Some doctors and nurses argua in front of patients.

One nurse changes the medications prescribed by the
doctor.

The elderly are treated badly.

Good attention is given only to friends and to those whe
hava important positions.

Pregnant women are left to die in the delivery room.
Most of the cperations become infected.

There is non~compliance with the administration of
redicetions prescribed for in-patients.

Ultrasounds lack quallty.

CPY's do not treat patients well.

Dalays in getting admitted for surgery.

- Poor food quality, they give wvery little, and at times thers
ie not enough (101 opinions).
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- Hospltal garments of in-patients are in the worst hygienic
cendlitions: they are not dried propsrly (85 opinions)
* When there are vigits they give ocut new garments and
later they are taken away.

- Doctore lack knowledge {38 opinions)
* The Orthopedics specialty is no good, patients do not
come out well.
* Doctors cannot find out what the illnesses arse.
* The pecple have lost confidence in the hospital due to
the errors in diagnoses.

~ The fifth floor does not have the sams maintenance as the
ather wards (3 opinions).

= Pediatrics lacks the instruments to ours children (4
oplinions).

- Three X-ray machines are broken (2 cpinions)}.

~ General asszistants were laid off and now everything is dirty
and no disinfectants are used (23 opinions).

- Ambulance service is deficient (4 opinions).

- Information is not breught down en time {14 spinions).

Buggeztions

- Why isn't a shelter huilt for the families of in-patients?
{41 opinicons).

Pedriatics Hospital

= Service and treatment of patients are both deficient (5%
opinions)

* There are few doctors in the Emergency Room: at times
there are students only, who make mistakes often;
injections are glven by students with only three months
of classeas.,

* They admit children with diarrhea who are not given any
nedicine.

* Evening attentlon is bad.

* When the comrade who distributes the nedicines is on
vacation, no one replaces him.

= %When one side of the Pedriatics ward gets fixed, the other
gide breaks (% opinlons).

= The treatment given tc the houssd hurses ie bad; poor
attention is paid to them (8 opinlons).

- The food being given to mothers accompanying sick children
was cut down in order to give it to the employees {7
ocpinions).

= The children are suffering from the heat, becauseé there are
no fans {23 opiniens).
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Polyclinica:
Diaz Legra

- The lack of dectors iz resuliing in maltreatment of
patients (164 opinlions).

- Patients are attended without the dectors having their
medical histories on hand (9 opinions).

Suggestions

= Cayidad, the head nurse, must be replacead; she is a djictator
and mistreatz the people (1(?] cpinions).

Maximo Gonmasz

= Thera s¢ldom is a ganeral practitionar availakle (10
cepinicns).

- Doctors do not serve thair remuired annual assignments in
the country (3 epinions).

= There ara difficulties with vaccines for children (13
cpinions).

- hoctore are freguently absent from consultations (7
cpiniens).

- At times there are no deoctors at night (2 opinions).

Alex Urgquiola

= It is in poor condition (1% opinions),

= Many friends of doctors and nurses enter consultation
offices without appointments or patients' approval (6
opinions}.

Reneé Avila

~ Attenticen in Gynecoloyy 18 bad (6 opinions).
- fThe Dector in Sector 3 is rude (3 opinions).

Alcides Pine

~ The riurses who will atterd the Congress were chosen without
taking inte account their attitudes, conditiens and
[political] trajectory (20 opinions).

= At the pelyelinic, Lucy is not the one in command and she is
the head nurse (36 opinions).

La Plaguita

- One arrives at &:00am with a child and leaves at 11 or 12 (4
epinions) .
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San Andres Polyclinic

= Service is the worst, the people are very unhappy (1l
opinions).

Suggestion

= Bulld a hospital in accordance with the sxisting population
{8 opinions}.

Julio Grave 4e Paralta

~ There are few doctora (& opinions).

Pharpacias

- There iz a lack of many medicaticons (45 opinicons).

Delay in service (17 opinions).

= MNeed for another pilot pharmacy in the center of town (24
opinions}.

= Need for a pharmacy at Piedra Blanca (8 epinisons}.

- Pacifiers are being scld to some pecple under the layette
card [ration card for mothers] but salespersons give them to
cther pacple in large guantities, to do business [on the
Eide" {4 opinions).

« At the one across the park they change medications (2
ocpinions).

Buggestion

« All salesperscons in the pharmacy across the park must be
changed (3 copinions}.

pental clinies:

Hanuel Angulo

- In the prosthesis department they give you an appeintment
and then see you three hours later; the quality of the work
is not among the best (16 opinions).

Karic Pozo

= The guality <of the perscnhnel doing the prostheses is poor (9
opinionsa).

= They supmoh everyche for Ipm and doe not start calling until
4pm, even if there are only a few persons (10 opinions}.

Artemioc Mastrapa

- Very few appointments are given ocut daily (8 opinions).
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I.T.H. Maternity Heme

= The doctor leaves at 9:00pm and only one hurse stays (5
opinions).

- There 1= no variety of sweats for the patients (10
cpinions).

Blood Bank

= The gpack given to the "cederistas" [members of the
neighborhocd watch committee] whe donate bloed is very poor
(7 opinions).

La Gira Infirmary

- There iz a lack of medicatlions, and often the purse is
absent (40 opinions).

Physiotherapy (Mird}

= Mistreatment from some technicians who keap patients waiting
for a long time while they keep on talking (13 oplnions).

Home for the Eldarly (Mayari Road)

- Some of the elderly have a bad and sickly appearance; they
are dirty (15 opinions).

Ganeral opinions

- Appointments for the stomatologist are given svery 10 days
{11l opiniens}. :

- Doctors prescribe medications which are not available at the
pharracies (4 cplnions}.

= Doctors have little knowledge (12 opinions).

~ Thare are too many family doctors and at pelyclinics there

- #are no doctors to service the pecple (16 cpinions}.

~ In the province there is no yeagent availabla to perform the
hepatitis test (11 epinions).

= Publjc¢ Health does not have union leaders to truly represent
the interests of the workers (42 opinions).

Buggestions

- Havana should ba imitated: there, all hospitals have been
repaired and, here, we have the new hespital cut of szervice
(14 opinions).

= A new polyclinies ls needed between Pueblo Nueve and Alex
Urquicla; all others are too distant and there is nho bus
service (8 cpinions}.
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CALIXTO GARCIA MUNICIPALITY
of all the opinions received (41), 53.6% are unfavorable.

We should clarify that during 1987 the flow of information from
this municipality was very poor and irregular; thus, we do not

iind it objective to evaluate thiz year against the same pericd
n 1986&.,

The opinlons received express that:

« At the Buenaventura hecapital, there i= little attention paid
to pregnant women by the nurses {1 opinilon).

-~ At the Mir polyclinie, doctors start consultations late (4
cpinicons).

- At the Buenaventura polyclinic, they do not give the first
appeintmente to the farmers {2 opiniens).

- Melecio Guerrero, the chauffeur, spends all day at home with
the ambulance parked there (2 opinions).

Suggeastion

= In the surrcunding neighborhoods there should be a car on
call during the night: if someone gets sick, there is neo way
to get him out (2 opinions).

Calixto Garcia

Positive

= From now on, Sabanazo will improve greatly with the
inauguration of a pharmacy and an infilrmary (5 opinions).

- At San Agustin, the doctor has good mannars and works the
hours that are necessary (6 opinions).

CACCCUM MUNICIPALITY

Unfavorabhle opinlons reprasent 97.7%, l.1% over the same pericd

of 1986. The main polyeclinic-related deficiencies mantioned
arei

Cacocum

- The service and treatment given to the pecple 1s not good

(99 opiniona)

* Bureaucracy has increased and the attention to patients
has decreased.

* Consultations are at 8:15am and they almost always start
at 8:30 or 8:45,

* Consultation offices get crowded with people who are
alien to the place.
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* The Director lacks proper social behavior.

* When seeing the patients, the doctors do not read their
nedical histories.

The doctorz Xeep on talking among themselves even if
there are patients waiting.

bDoctors prescribe the wrong medications.
Electrocardiogram results are not ready for 12 days.
Nurses do not provide good service.

No appeintments are given for the dermatclogist, the
¢phthalmologist, eto,

* There is nothing with which to cure a wound.

*

o ¥ ¥

- The polyclinic is too distant from the town (15 opinions),

Antonie Maceo Pelyelinie

It is abandoned; when it rains it gets flooded (5 opinions).
There are only two doctors (57 opiniens).
Doctors do not provide their best attentlion (8 opinions).

One has to wait a long tine for & Stomatology appeointment (5
opinions) .

Pharmacy

= There is a shortage of medications and when they arrive
there are very few (10 opiniens).

Red Cross [Ambulances]

~ The one at the factory is always broken and when filxed it i=s
used for something else (8 opinions}.

= The pelyclinic has three ambulances but only one driver (6
opinions).

Genaral Opinions

= At night, the Pubklic Health Directorate cars are used to
drink run in and go partying {9 opinions).

- Public Health l& in worse shape than in 1960, the majority
have ne ambulances, dectors are scarce, thay do not fumigate
(6 opinions).

— The increase in infant mortality is due to the inexperience
¢f the doctors in the muniecipality (12 epiniona).
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Buggestions

- The people are asking that a doctor vislt here at least
twice a week, until the family doctor arrives (3 opiniens).

= The work of Public Health management must be improved in the
municipality; a lot of favoritism is evident (3 opinions).

- Why are mass mobllizaticns towards the poelyclinic not
carried cut? (13 opinions).

TRBANO NORIS MUDNICIPALITY

Af all epinions, %4.1% are unfavorable; an increaase of 4.1%
over the same period cof last year.

Hosplital-related opiniona indicate:

-~ [Diffienltiess in services provided the population (33

opinions)

* New doctors do not consult patients properly and refer
them to the polyclinie.

* The ambulance lingers on until it has twe or three cases
tc be transferred to Holguin.

* For amergency services, at times one has to wait half a
day.

# Marcia Garcia (X-rays) iz not gualified for this job.

- Whan will we have a decent hoaspital? {46 opinicons).
= The expansion work has detericrated (8 opinions).

Suggestions

— The hospital must be improved so that the workers may have
better working conditions (5 opinions}.

~ Allowance should be given for two visits per week at night
for [the benefit cof]) working families (18 opinions).

- The specialists who come from Holguin should do s¢ once a
week instead of once every two weeks (7 opinions).

Polyelinic

- Service and attention are not good (36 opinions)
* Consultatlons are scheduled for S:00am and do not start
until one hour later.
* 'The doctor in children's sector 3 arrives at 9:00am and
she treats pecple badly.
# Doctor Flora treats patients in a bad way.
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* In Gynecelogy, at times there are as many as four or filve
nurses.

# The population has increased and the sactors ramain the
same as they were in 1477.

Buggeations

La

They should work nights (8 opinions).
Camile Medical Fost

It goes for daye without a doctor {32 gpinionsz).

At night, in emergancies, there ares no ambulances; the ons
assigned to it remainz at the municipality because sf the
poor condition of the road (32 opiniens).

It only provides medical services from ¢ to 3 pm (64
cplinicns).

Little attention is given to the medical post (20 opinions).
The dental service iz not being provided (22 cpinions).

It has been abandonhed for a few meonths (20 opiniens).

Ambulances

They are alwavs broken down due to lack of care (2l
opinions).

Pharmasy

The La Camilo one Is closed during working hours for no

reason at all and does not service the people {14 opinicns).

At the pilot ¢ne, there are long lines all the time (2

gpinions)

* There are dlfficulties in the preparatiocn of medicines,
especially on Saturdays and Sundays (34 opinions).

There 1s never any distilled waterr therefore, no injections

are being administered (10 opinions).

Btomatology Clinic

The stomateloglsts argue in front of the patients (6
opinions).

The farm workers do not have the opportunity to be consulted
due to the system of the clinic (19 opiniocna).

The quality of ssrvice has declined (12 opinicns).

Ganaral Opinionsa

Medical attention during August was bad, the comrade we had
laft for San Andrés {29 opinions).

Why was Marcos transferred to the hyglene center if he is a
pediatrician and needed in the municipality? {20 opinions),
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CUETO MUNICYIFALITY

Unfavorable ocpiniong represent 96.7%, 4.2% above the sane
period in 1986,

Regarding the hospltal they indicate that:

Attention and treatment are not good {48 opinions}

* Cytologie {Pap smear] tests get lost.

* Oply 10 cculjst appointments ara given within a sjix-month
period.

# There ara few doctocrs.

* pDoctors do not transfer the sick, even when sericusly
ill.

# The emergency doctor at times cannot handle serious
cases.

The cleaning is not good (9 opinicns).

Marcane Hospital

Attention and treatment are not good {54 opilnions}
% Dacters do not want teo work.

* Thaere is little [sense of] responsibility.

* Stomateologlsts do net want to work.

* Patients die and there are ne docteors.

The <¢leaning ie not the best; there is a bad smell in the
men's ward {one opinion).

Suggeation

There are ne rescurces, it is a learning center; different
gpecialists should come {11 opinions).

Polyeclinic

There are difflculties in the service and trestment given to
tha paople (118 opinlons)
Patients arrive at S5:00am and at 8:00am they are told
there are no appointments.
* There are five doctors and four go on vacation.
* Patients are told to arrive at 8:00am and they do not
start consulting until 9:30an.
Doctors are unabls to diagnose some 1llneases.
They give good attention only to their friends.
Doctor Alfonso drinks a lot of alecohol,

* ¥ ¥
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PN D,1.U. is never avallable; pecple say that in Jagievas
they sell it for 10 pesos (7 opinions).
The water tank spills over almost daily (2 opinions).

Buggesticns

The eldarly should be seen first (2 opinions).
Doctore sheuld improve thelir attention {5 opinions).
Measgsuraes should be takan; dectors who are drunks are
admitted in the polyclinic {16 opinions}.

Marcané Polyeliniec

The general practitioner is often absent (35 opinions).
Doctors only prescribe Papavar and Gravinel (5 opiniens).

Maternity Hospital

There are problems with the doctor making the rounds; some
days eshe goes at dinner time (7 opinions).

on the week of a non-working Saturday, rounds are made on
Friday and then not again until Monday (10 ¢pinions).

There is nothing with which to supplement the dlet; it must
be brought from home (9 opinionsz).

Phaimacy

It provides poor service, there are delays in waiting on the
customers, employees spend their time talking, there (s poor
management (103 opinions}.

Another pharmacy is needed (2 opinionsj).

Suggaesation

There should be a better assignment of salesperscons to wait
on customers {15 opinions).

Ambulanceas

Tha chief does with them what he pleases (9 opinioens).
Ambulances are rotting away bacatsa thaere 1s ne garage (100
opinions).

Biran

Why is it that, occasionally, the doctor and the ambulance
are away from the polyclinic? (12 opinions).
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Alts Cadro

~ The doctor refused to see a patient and he died {24
opinions).

Geaneral opinions

— Doctor Mariano gives bad service; after consulting female
patients he seduces them (35 opinions}.

= Thera are doctors who de not want te get up when a seriocusly
ill patient arrives {8 opinions).

- Public Health is working badly (4 copinions).

« Doctors of the municipality have little knowledge (10
oplnions).

- The sublime [sic] nurse treats the patients badly and tells
them cbscene words (15 opinions).

- Dr. Miguelito maltreats patients {29 opinions).

MAYARI MURICIPALITY

Unfaverable opinions account for 75.8%: a &.5% decrease from
the same period of last year.

Those related to the hospital refer to:
= LEack of attention, little concern and maltreatment (257)

* In July, no Orthepedics appointments were given.

* Evidence of favoritism.

* To have a gastro [gastreochenogram)] done, ong mnust go to
Cueto.

* There is no ophthalmclogist though the position exists.

* pDeaths have cccurred during chilidbirth for lack of
attention (113 ocpinions}.

* Poor attention from the Emergency Team.

* QGgyneccleogists wait to the very last mimute to decide on
giving a patient a Caesarean section.

* There 1= a two-month wait for surgery.

* Mistreatment on the part of shift heads.

* One $0le gynecologist has to mind the consultation and
the emergency rooms.

* Dogtors have little experience.

|

on occasions thera is no doctor for emergencies.

* pDoctors are 5o busy talkXing that they barely pay
attention to the patients.

* Emergency Room doctors begin work late,

* No receptionist is capable of providing informatian to

the people,
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- Ambulances generally fail to take patients to the Lanin
[hespital] and ars used for perscnal business (3 opinions),

- Relatives carlng for patients overnight do not have one
place to get a snack (5 opinions).

= ¥%When a2 patient has to be taken home, the emergency car has
disappeared (6 opiniens).

~ The chiefs get to work after the workers (5 opinions),

- The hospital expansion is very ugly, thers are broken
fancets, lack of c¢leanliness, discrganization (17 opinions).

= In the Emergency Room there i= only one restroom for koth
men and women (6 opinions).

- There ars beds in the hallways of the old hozpital while
there i% one floor that is empty {4 opinions).

Buggestions

= Measures must be taken with the problem that exists in the
hospital (% opinions). '

- Why not build a Burn Ward? (10 cpinicns).

~ There are deficiencies in the hospital that must be
aliminated (4 opinions).

- Patient-gittere should ke given food at hospitals (4
opinionsl,

Guatemala Hospital

- In order to go for a consultation, one must get up at 3 or 4
in the morning {8 opinicns).

~ The children's pajamas are in very bad shape (3 cpinions).

~ HNo food 1s given to patient-sitters even if they come from
far-away (3 cbinions).

Pasitives

- Good service is gilven in Stomatolegy (14 oplnions).
- It works batter than the hospital at Mayari (10 copinions}.

Nicarc Heospital

- The Emergency Team ylives poor medical attention (17
opinicne).

- In one ward, there are several bheds stored away because
there iz no gynecoloegist (5 opinions).,

- On occasions the sick do not have water during the night
because it is turned off (8 opinicns).

- The X-ray technician (Lescay) treats pecple badly (€
cpiniens) .
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- Attention is not good for patients with no accompanying
friends or relatives (5 opinieons).

= Doctors are inexpariesnced (11 opinions).

= HRelatives have had to buy medications for patients because
there were none in the hospital (4 opinlions).

- At times there is no milk for the patients (3 opinicns).

Guarc Peolyclinic

= A dector or nurse iz needed (8 opinlens).

Community Peolyelinic

= There are deficiancies in service ahd mistreatment (185
opinions)

*

 * % ¥ ¥

*

*

Mere patients go in without an appeointment than there are
patients in the waiting rcom.

Thare is only cne doctor for siw mectors.

House=call service is bad.

Materials for X-rays are never available.

Only a few Stomatoleogy appointments are given out.

Dr. Lemc does net give much attention te patients in the
polyclinic but he treats them well in his own ceonsulting
office.

At times there is no equipment to take the blood
pressure.

The Orthopedics congultaticns do not meet the needs.

= There is discorganization stemming from management itself (2
oplnions).

Leviaa Polyclinic

= There is a lack of specialized doctors (2% opinions).

- At times it is 9:00am and no one knows if a specific doctor
is coming at all (10 opinions).

- The Gynecology consultation does not fulfill the needs (4
cpinions).

~ The Stomatclogy room does not give good night service {12
opinions).

- In general, there are not many complaints of faveritism (11
cpinicens) .

- The tyeatment given by doctors and nurses is bad (14
cpinions).
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Pharsacy

- At the ones in Nicaro and Levisa, customers have to stand in
line for a long time (19 cpinions).

Positives

- It has improved since the sales system was changed (28
opinions}.

Dantal <linic

= Very few appointments are given ocut daily (21 opinions}.
- Evidence of favoritism in crder to to anter (5 opinions).

- Appointments are given out in one month fer the next (4
cpinions) . )

Aaxbulance

= Four ambulances have turned over because chauffeurs are
hired without =screening who they are {2 cplnions).

- In the Cosme Batey zone, patients cannot be transferred
becayse there is ne ambulance (3 opinions).

= The one in the Guare paternity home is never there (7
opiniona).

@enaral Opinions

- There are doctors who take part in cock fights (3 opiniona).

= Higare ang Mavari dogteoras err in the diagnhoses made on many
patientas (% opinions}.

- In Mayari, doctors are not rendering good service to the
population (4 opinicns).

- There are good technicians who have fulfilled
internaticnalist missions but cars are given only to
doctors, even if they are bad (4 opinions).

Suggestions

= Doectors should not recommend that patients try to get
medications from abroad (USA) (2 opinicns).

= A polyclinic should be built with at least 1C¢ beds for
in=-patients (4 opinicns).

WFRANK FAIS" MUNICIPALITY

Of all opinions, 58.6% are unfavorable, 25.8% less than the
same period last year.
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Ragarding the hospital, it is etated that:
The service provided is not good (20 cpinions)

* During consultatlons, doctors are alwaye accompanied by
unknown pearsons.

* Dr. Jorge Félix does not stay in his place whan on
emergency duty.

= There are he pre-employment forms avalilable (4 opinions).
~ Workers wear street clothes because uniforms are not
available {3 opinicns).

Suggestions

= In cases of patients with headachas, the doctors must send
them in immediately (15 opinions).

Positive

- It is recognized that there are dhanges in the attention and
the freatment given the patients (56 opinions).

Cananova Hospital

- There is no one in charge of the raception desk (9
opinicns).

Positive

= fThe attention by doctors and employess is good (11
emplayaes) .

Dental Clinie

- Do&s not have the conditions to service the populatiosn (8
cpinions).

Optical
- When the comrade who works thers has any problem, there iz

no one else to deliver the work done and it can take up to
thrae-and-a-half monthe (12 opiniens).

SAGTA DE TANAMO MUNICIPALITY

0f all opinions, 96.2% are unfavorable; 15.232% more than in the
same period last year.

Hospital-related opinions point out that:

= Hejither the attention to, nor the treatment of, patients is
good (422 opinions)
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In meet deliverie=z by Doctor Rosa, the babies die.

Caazarean sectjons are performed too late.

Dr. Serranc has bad manners and is homosesual.

There are two orthopedists mand they only work two days a

weak; appointments must be requested one day ahead.

While emergency docters are waiting for their relief they

do not want to see any nmore patients.

* Some doctora prescribe and say the same things to
evVaryone.

* There is evidence of favoritism.

# Dr. Abelardo miztreats the public¢, his work is bad, and
he drinks alcocholic beverages.

* Doctors authorize transfers when patients are dead.

* At times the operating room cannot be used.

* [r. Tamayo realeases in-patients while still not well.

¥ ¥ & ¥

»*

= Thers are practically nc specialties in the hospital (50
opinions).,

- It does not have all the resources necessary {7 opinions).

- Hogpital carz are broken and there is no interest in fixing
then {26 cpiniens).

= The director and the administrator mistreat the workers (45
opinicons) .

Buggestions

- Pay more attention to patients admitted for obsarvation {45
opinions).

= Allow relatives to bring food to the patisnts (4 opinions),

- PFood should ba provided to patlent-sitters from distant
areag {6 opiniens).

= The lack of specialists has resulted in risks to the
patients; the Party should intervene in this (10 opinions).

community Polyelinie

= Employeee go for breakfast and stay out for two hours (2
opinions).

= There are two general practitioners and yet they have
consultations only twice a week (6 copinions).

- Doctors leave the interns by themszelves at consultations (20
opinions).

= The peasants must lose two days when they go to see the
doctor (8 opiniona).
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- Appeintments are given out at 2:¢0pm and the fellowing day
the doctor deoes not work (10 epinions).

= Appointments are given out at 2:00pm and the pecple have
been there since 4:00am (45 cpinlons).

= The jeep i=s used for all the activities of the municipality
and not for what it has been assigned {4 opinions).

Danta)l Clinie

« The workers do not meet the date set for plck-up and there
‘are no dentists (23 cpinions).

Ambulances

= There ara ambulance drivers who sall coffee and other
gontraband articles in the black market (21 opinions}.

Pharnacy

- The nilk of magnesia iz sold by the pound; they buy it and
resell it at a higher price (2 opinions).

= HNursing bottles are sold by the box at 20 or 25 cants each,
angd are lmmediately resold in the park for 2.00 [pesos] (30
opinions).

— fTha pharmacy is full of people, and while there are four or
five workers, only one is serving the customers (40
cpinions) .

- The pharmacy administrator has the State car for his
personal use {9 opinions).

Suggestions

= A pharmacy sheuld be built in the Square (7 opinions).
= [Teething] rings and pacifiers for babies should be scld
under the maternity [ration] plan (¢ opinions).

Gensral Opinicns

= The nurses are told that there are neo gowns and later they
are sold to friends or at the fair (15 opinions).

= Health personnel did not participate much in the carnivals
because the hyglene was bad (9 opinions).

= <Cuba may be a medical power because of ths number of
doctors, but in guality it is balow past years (9 opinions).

- fThe Public Health Director was awarded a trip to the
gsocialist blog, but he did not earn it, his sector is in
very bad shape (12 opinions).
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Buggestions

= The Party must “shake the tree" [weed out the incompetents]
at Public Health (B opiniens).

HOR HUNICIPALITY

of all the opinions, 77% are unfavorable, 13.6% above the =zane
period the previous year.

The hospital-related ones indjcate:

= When the food is net burnt, it is toe ealty (3 cpinions).

- At times the Emergency Team is found only after 40 minutes
{19 opinions). _

= There are some doctors whoe do net treat patients adeguately,
prascribing medications without even knowing what the
illnesses are {(5[?] opinions).

- Iradn Leyva, the director, carries large numbers of chickens
in a small car that does not even have a license plate, and
takes thenm te the Sguare (2 cpinicns).

- Pereira, the pediatrician, mistreats the mothers and
patients, and is a hard drinker of alcohol (6 opinions).

- There are few appointments for the orthopedist (12
opinions).

- There is much bad talk about Tony, the gynecelogist: he is
always drunk and mistreats his patients (20 opinions).

= In Gynecology, they walt too long to perform a Caesarean
section (16 opinions).

Las coloradas Polyelinie
= Many analyses get lost due to lack of organization and

control (15 copinions).

= At night, no cn=duty doctor can ke found during the
egtablished schedule (10 cpinions).

Hursesa gBchool

= It is suggested to give it more attention bhecause it is
totally democlished {12 opinlons).

General Opinicns ~ Buggestion

= If thare are so many doctors in Cuba, why don't they =send us
a urologist that is so badly needed? (34 opinions),
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Annex XXXI

mSTATUS Y ROL DEL MEDICO EN CUBA", BY DR. OMAR DEL PROZO MARRER(,
MEMBER OF THE MEDICAL COMMI3SION OF THE CUBAN COMMITTEE FOR HUMAN
RIGHTS, HAVANA, AUGUST 1988 .

Intcoduction

As everyons knows, medical practitioners have a position (status) to
maintain and a functicon {(rcle) to perform in the work they do.

In ehe case of the medical profzoasion in Coba, howeyer, the aignificant
featore ia that, with few exceptions, there is an enormous differsnce betwsan
doctors® ataties and role.

Thers are many reasonsd for this sitpnation, singe dockors, like all orher
persong in Cuba, are subject to all the restrictions and shortages that
prevent them from having a status of oosition in Keeping with thesc
profession, including: problems with hcozing, clothing, food and transport
fit iz a well-known fact that, becsass of economlic restrictions, cars are
girtually impossible to obtain jin Cuba begause they ate very expensive here
and, by compacison, Cuban salaries are vecy low).

Az Far as housing is concerned, a dooctor mighk have o live in a small,
run-down dwalling (where no repatrs are Likely to be done) or he might have bo
live with other persons orf relatives, such az brothers and sistere, aants and
uncles, parants—in-law, ete, This iz all the rasult of the serious peoblem of
the houaing shortags in Cuba.

With regard to clothing, everyons knows that, in Coba, fashionakble,
good~guality clothing cannot be bought because it is to be Found only in the
"Diploshops™, Dogkors thos have a choice batween paving high prices for the
clothing they wint or not dressing fashionably.

Doctors even have trouble buying their white coats, since the shops that
caArry them provide only a linited number per ye&ar.

The food sitwation 1in Cuba i3 wall known bte all, since a great deal of
information has already been made available oo shortages and poor-quality
food, which naturally affect doctors as well becaunse even the food served in
health centrce cafeterias is of poor guality.

The transport situnation in Coba is totally inadequate, particularly since

moat doctors live far away from the places where they work.



Thia gitvation forcea daptors to sapend houre waiting for buses and, when
they Finally manage ta gat on one, theare aze always large numbears of workers
who are also teying desparately to gat on becauvaa they ars warrised abhont being
late for work. Like sveryons «lss in Cuba, dootors are packed into a very
small spacez ipside the vehlele, standing up in a crowd of peoaple, mast of whom
are upaet and ircitated by the heat and the lack of comfort, since the bus
probably has faulty abhook abaorbets and hard seats, When the doctor gets to
work, having been irpitated by the aituation, with his elothing dicty and his
ghoes scuffed, his work, which is precisely to care For people with health
problemsa, naturally suffers,

One oight think that thiz would be epough to impair the docktoc's mental
and physical condition and hamper him in his work, but it [5 not really the
maat important proehlami  ehers ars many other probleams that are Ehe resplt of
tha way the work place is organized and of Marxist ideologlical and politigal
precepts, For exampls, woack assignments are decidsd bw the management of the
health centre where the doctor works and, naturally. Ehey take account nmok of
the dJoctor'a intereats and needs, but of the matagqemant’'s plans and g9eals, In
addicicon, the Copmunist Pacty has a "¢all" in the health centre and it §ssues
political quidelines that apply to the dottor, whekher o nat he i3 a Party
activist., These work guidelinea take only the political intersats of the
aystem into acoounkt and thecefore place the dootor under atrass,

The health cenkra'r trade ahion 13 ancther State body that plans
palitical maatings = always in favour of the system — and requires workers to
achieve "goals™ in terms of working hours and output that corraspond pot to
the workers' apd dockors” passibilities, byt to plans formulated by the State.

Doctors alsc get caoaght up in the tentacles of the Tarritorial Troop
Militias through mobillizations, guard dotles and threato of enemy invasliona at
every tutn {all for the purpomse of Kespimg Cubana busy arwl obmessed with such
activicias 8o that they will forget thair real domastic problemal),

The digtribution and planning of consultationg take account ondly of the
political goal of projecting the image that the sysrem guaranteez the
population the best possgible care. They take account nok of guality, but only
af guantity, and do not consider the doctor's possibilictises of limitations,
slnce he has oo say in such planning, put ia siwply one of the workecs who
have to comply with it, like norses, techpicians, =tc. Flanning iz completely
dominabed by the managesmant of the cantre and the above-mentionsd State

organizations.



Thus, local consultations afe not planned in terms of the very large
number oF patiengs (to give the impressicn that =oclalism provides medical
attention without limitations of any kind), The natyral conseguence is that
the doctor can =pepnd only a wvery short time on each cage, cather than the
amount of time it requires. This iz most obvicua in psychiatric
conanltations, whara, given thelr inherent faatures, the increass in the
fniumber of patients has had the result that litkle timy can be spent on each
case and the psychiatrist can do no more than to prescribe drugas; treatment
ieg thus incomplete and the important guestion of the patient's mental problems
ia heglecced.

At first =ight, it might 9sem that, because B0 many patients require
treatment , quality could be sacrificed aomeawhat so that they could all be
cared for, sven though tha zegulired standard of madical treatmant might not be
mat, However, a careful analyais shows that these consultaticn schedules are
z20 full because pedicine has becomse a way for Cobaha to eacape their
paychological, physical and social problem= and bhecause the bureageratic
anarch that reigns in the Ministry of Public Health means that a patient has
to show up for several consultations at different times and on different
days. If medical zare was such that doctors wers not subject te 20 many
ragtrictions and ehortages and could treat ceses Iresaly without so Rany
raqulrements in the way of refer=sncas and documents and withouk fear of their
superiars, most problemg could be solvad in a more organized way and patients
wiallld rpot have to walt 80 long or go to severa) different health care centies
Far the asme illnges, which is ofben a olnor one that could ke eaxily cured.

It ig obwigus, as everyonz Lln Coba knows, that all measures, plane,
meekings, assanbliex, mobilizations, “"voluntary work® and work schedules
{including Saturdays and Sandaya) ace of an official nature and are ordered by
the Government and implemented by itz agencies at varicus levals jin different
sectora, provincas and mounlcipalities, Some are openly compulsory, while
others appear to e opticonal , but 1f they are not complied with, they are uged
ag an indication that they worker — the dector, in this case - is Jdeviating
Erom Marxigt-Ianiniat docteine. Depending on how Far he strays off gcoursese and
for how lonqg, the eystem may Adeprive him of his rights apd aven subject hiﬁ to



punighwent, including “self-criticism™ sesaiona, the loss of the right to
work, assigniwnt .o ramobte posts of poats with bad conditions, expulsion from
ocrganizations, administrative penalties, branding as an "ideoclogical
deviationist”™ or "counter—revolutionary™ and deprivarion of liberty, all in
accordance with the many grounds for offences provided for in the Cuban Penal
and Laboue Codea.

We have triesd in thiz paper to degcribe o Faw of the many shortcomings of
tha Cuban naalth syatan aqd thaeir charactarlatics, although we [ealize that it

is not possible to deal with them all, since they are numerous and have many
causes and effeces.

Dr. Omac del Posd Matrecd
Activitist member of the Cubtan Human Rights Committas

A ———



Arnex XXXTI

"DERECHOS HUMARGS Y EDUCACION EN CUBAY, BY SEBASTIAF ARCOS CAZABONM
CF THE CUBAN COMMITTEE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, HAVANA, AUCUST 1988

Univer=al Declaration of Hupman Righes, Unjted Nationxs, 1948

Article 26:

l. Everyone has the rpight to education. Educaticn siball be free, at least
in the slementary and fundamantal =tagea, EBlementary sducation shall be
conpulaosry. Technical and profssaional sducation =hall be mada ganarally
avalilable and higher sducation shall be equally accesgsihle o all on the bazis
of merit.

2. Bducation shall be directed to the full development of the human
persanallity and to the strengthaning of respect for human rights and
Eundamental freedoms, It shall promobe underatanding, tolerance and
friendzhip ancng all nations, racial or celigious geoupa, and shall farther
the activitiez of the United Nationa for the naintenancs of pesace.

a1, Parantn have a prior right to chooge the kind of education thak ahall be
divan to theit childrep.

If you ask any defender of the “Cuban Revoluticon® to identify those
cighta which are cespected in Coba, he is =ure to begin by saying: "Bducation
is frae= and open to all in Cuba.® Juak how krue f5 thiz asgsertilon?

Certainly, no Cuban living ¢n the island haz to spend anything on hisz pwn
sducation of o that of his children; accordingly, university sntvancs
Aapands aalely on the student's gqualificatione, and as a result, anyone,
regardlezsz of hix sconchic or goclal pagsltion, 1s ables to obkain a degres,
cuparficially, that iz =0: howevar, iz zomething free merely because we are
not charged hard cash for ity Is it re=ally true that any Cuoban may attend
univarsity?

First of all; let o2 examine tha notion of "free”, From the time a young
petscen reaches aeventh grade and ontil he complates twalfch qrade he is
requirad to spend 30 daye each year working on the land. Until recently the
periocd was 45 days for pre-onivarsity students. If the gtudant is the
ragipient of a gqrant at a Rural Bagic Secandary School (ESBECD), then he faces
a double warking day, during the moraing in the fields, 2nd during the evening



in clasa, or vice-vargsa. In naither case 15 he paid in cash a3 might be
expected, and any student who does not carry out his work in the fields is
gimply batred from going to miversity.

If they wizh to get into the Carlos J. Finlay Medical Science Unit, which
nowadays represents the sole means of stndying medicine in Coba, applicants
mugt apply for entry while thay are in the sloeventh grade, and nok in kthe
twelfth grade, asa is the case for all other studants., This allows time for
thelr political and meral backgrownd to be "checksd" by means of parzonal
intetviews and "seceak™ vioits to the Committes for the Defence of Lhe
Feyolution inm their block, (The pearson under investigation is never informed
of the time of such wviaigs or whether they have been cacried cut.]

&8 1f this were not encugh, at the beginmning of his first year the
wounld-be doctor i= regquirad to take an "oath of uncopnditional aspport for the
Revolutjion” and for ice principles. The word "unconditional”™ puts things in a
nakzhall: vou qualify as a dootor, buk you have to do whatever the
"Revolotion® decides.

Whils other disciplines do nok go 80 Ear as to require an oath, evaryhody
iz aware of the commitment e takes on, and if anyone rafuses to 4o his
"social gervice®, A pariod of some three vears' work carried ogt by the
graduoate wherever he is sent [almost invariably to a distant ptovince), his
degree iz withdrawn, and ha ia thus prevented from exercising his profession,

I+ may =ecm only f£air to reimborse the State in this way Ffor lts
investment in the profeasional's training, but it is nots; not when the
gtudent 13 offered an edwation "free™ az a2 "generous ooncession by [he
Rayolution™, and above all when he has no choice between a Eres and a
fem-paying education. He i& only offered the "free™ sducation — accept 1t and
take the consequences.

Furthermore, it is cocumon kpowledge that, in order to be able to leave
the gountry, thousénd= of Cubans have had to pay in hard casb for the training
thay have completed (naturally, thods whe pay ara their relations abroad, and
in United States dellars), bacause the State refuses to allow thode who have
recaivad "free” professtonal training to leave the Ccountry.

Lat us pow examine whether university entry is open to #ll Cubans. The
preaent wiiter was dishoncurably expelled from the Univeraicy of Havans for
having attempted to illegally leava the country with all of his family. His
sigter, A second-vear student at tha Higher Inotitute for the Teaching of
Foreign Lamguages= (ISPLE) snffered the same fats,



Pellowing the eventa of 1980, a ¢campaign waz unleashed undar the slogan
"The University for Revolutionariea”™, Anybody could be expelled if he 4id not
maintain Yan attitpde in keapipng with the principles of the Reyoalotion™,
Failure to attand the activities of the Fedearation of University Students
{FE) , which are almost exclusively political, failure to atand guard at the
Fagulty, lack of a “combative attitude towards ilnefficiency™, expressing
opiniang which are "not in keeping with those expected of a young .
tevolutionary™, practising any form of religion, and even a prefecence Eor
Wegtarn music, fashion or othar prodestz, ars examples of such unacoeptable
attitudes, Any of these prerexts may gtill be oped, althongh not with the
vehamence which was cuxtomary at that time.

Currently, ip order to enter nhiverszity, stedents are regoired bo pass an
antrcy examination to show they poasess the hasic knowledge rveguicted. In aordel
to take thigz examipnatlon students need a letter frem the Committee for the
Defence of the Revolution vouching for their "political and moral background®™.
I am familiar with the case of cne peraon who was unable To take the
axaminatione becauze the lettsr from by his Committes for the Defsnce of the
Revolution atatad that he "had friendly relations with alemants who wished to
leave the country*.

So far we have gonsjdered matters coverad by parageaph 1 of article 26 of
the Universal Declaration of Hupmn Rights, Let us now look ak paregraph 2.

Prom early childbood Cubans are taught to hate sverything connected with
the United States, Univeczal history ia falsified and reduced to a gquextion
of "good guys and bad guys", in which, naturally, the "good gpys' are alwaya
the compusist countries and the "bad guys™ are always the eapitaliat
countriex, They aie taught that rellgion is "the opium of the peopla™ and
that thoss who balieve in God are simply ignorant.

Foliticization is pusahed to an axtrems; Schoolehildren are tsught
Marxism from the aleventh grade, Political gourses are pact of all atudies,
and students are assesged in them as in any other subject: Jdialectical and
historical materlaliszm, political economy, aciantific conmuniam and tha
higtory of the workers' movement.

Miltitary trainim iz also given to students in all years, and at the and
of their =tydies thera iz the z2o-called “intensive military course™, which

lasts between 15 and 45 days,



In contrast, no mention iz made of huoman rights, unless it is to asssrt
that they are viclated DY the capitalist countriesz and observed by the
conmunist countries: the Oniversal Declaration of Human Rlghts is neither
taught nor mentioned at any level of edocatich in Cuba.,

With regard ko tha third and laat paragraph of article 246, it has to be
stated that in Cuba the only type of education affered is that provided by tha

Stata. Once again, Cubans have no choics.,

END

Havana, Swamer 193§,

(Signed)

Sebastian Arsoos Cazabén



