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40th meeting 
Wednesday, 14 July 1982, at 3. 15 p.m. 

Presidem : 1r. Miljan KOMATI A (Yugoslavia) 

In the absence of rhe Presidenr. Mr. John R. Morden 
(Canada), Vice-President, rook the Chair. 

AGENDA ITEM 3 

General discussion of international economic and social 
policy. including regional and sectoral developments 
( COflfilllled) 

Mr. BHA IT ( ~pal) '><tid that th~ per cupiru ,)utput 
of the tk"eloping countri\?' a~ a '"hole. which had fall~n in 
19~ 1 forth~ fi r~r time in the po~t-cnlonia l era. ~a-:. lik~ly to 
tkclinc fu rther in IIJK!. The wcakne~ 1n comnll)dit~ 
t rade. rising pn.Hcctioni~rn and high intc n.:st ratt:s meant 
thnt internutional trade h:ld cca~ed to be a factor inducing 
growth in the deH:Ioping wuntnc~. Hi-; Lklegation 
hoped. the::rcforc-. that the mini-.tl'ria l meeting of GATT. 
to be hch..l in November ll)R:!. \\Ould dc\'Otc: ito; a ttcmion 
to tlm!>c issues in particular and would ~n.,ur.~ a 
C<lmmitmcnt to the rule., of the G.:n~ral Agreemt:!nt 1.111 

I ariff" and Trade and to freedom oftrauc 
2. Offi.:ial de\elopmt.:nl a~~i~rnnc:e had f:tllt!ll " e ll he low 
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it'> target. Altitude-; tnwurd~ aid pol icie~ had hardened. 
and in rl!al term~ the volume of conce'\sional al:>sistance 
wa~ ~Ia t ic. The escalating dcht burden of the devek1ping 
count ries. comhint:d wi th high inten:st rates. had 
rrl'\l'llted additional finandng fmm pnv;.~tc capital 
111arkct!.. Multilateral llnancial ins titution~. uch us IDA. 
m:cdt.:d w be ahk to111crca'c their rc-;ourc~: .... ~0 that thev 
could play a greater part in the Jc,d,)pm~nt effort!> n.f 
Je, doping C1.1untncs. 
3 ft) f the poorest countries. the que lion <\a~ no longer 
de.·' dopment but ~urvi' al. fhc~ had hecn forced I ll adopt 
rc..;trict1ve economic p1.llicics and to cut back ~ewrcl) 
their c:o.pcnd1LUrc in th~ SliCial sel'tor and in\'estmo.::nt in 
d.:"c lo pme nt. Y o::t, a <;mall I rnct10n of 1 he amount ~pent 
nnnua lly o n armament.; thr,lughout the ""orld. if u-;eJ 
C\)ll,tructi,·e h . cou ld make the difference hctwcen 
dcH!Iopmcnl and !-urvival. He commcndt:l.l in that 
connection the \\ork 1.lf the (\unmitr,·c for Dc..·,·dopment 
Plannm~ at it~ t:ightccnth -..:'). ... i,)n. The •mmediate and 
hmg.-tcrm mt:a~ure,_; .;uggc~ti!J m t h~ Comrnill~e·, report 
(f:. /1 9~2/1 5 anu C'orr. I and 2) a.; ekm~nt o f a wide 
~~onnmic reCO\ery pro~rammt: ~h,,uld bt: acted upon. 
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4. Nearly three years had passed since the need had 
been accepted for global negotiations. Each time an 
important meeting was held. at Cancun. Ottawa or 
Ver~aille:-,, a ghmmer of hope emerged. hut each time the 
deadlock continued. He appealed to the de\eloped 
countries to join in the common effort wIthout delav, '>0 

that specific rnea.,ures could be taken to achieve. the 
objective-; of the new international economic order. 

5. The Conference on Eclmomic Co-operation among 
De\ eloping Countrie' held at Me\ICO City in 19711. had 
heen a -;tep toward;.. realizing the concept of inter
dependence. Such co-operation wa-. making progre-.-.. 
dc.,pite '>evere con<,traint;... It could not. however. he a 
-,uh-,titute for dialogue and co-operation hctween North 
and South. 

6. The recent United Nation' Conference on the Lca-.t 
Developed Countrie;, had been an important event for 
Nepal and other countrie'> in a -;irnilar po~ition. The 
Suh-.tantial Ne\~ Programme of Action for the l9XO-. for 
the Least De\ elnped Countrie-,, which had emerged from 
the Conference, had embodied a commitment h\ the 
world community to rc..,cuc the Jea-.t developed cou~tne~ 
from their acute -;tructural difticultic:-., .,;o that hv 1940 the 
cnteria determining their '>tatu;, would no longe.r apply. It 
\\as meum bent on all Member State;.. to -,ee that the 
Substantial Ne\\ Programme of Action wa:-. nnplemented 
in alii!'> a~pech. 

7. On the que'>tion ol linance for the \ ariou-. 
Programme-. and fund.., nf vital concern to the lea:-.t 
de\eloped countrie\. he noted that there wa.., a -;eriou;, 
shortfall in the re-;ource~ of UNDP. The re-,ult had been a 
31'1 per cent cut aero..,.., the hoard for the third programming 
cycle, l9X2-19X6. LJNDP \\a:-. the United :-lation"' mo'>t 
effective organ for operational development acti\ I tie-.:. It 
had accumulated \a;,t nperti-,e and had prmed ibell a 
tru-,tworthv partner. The -,hortfall would mean a cutback 
m the programme, \\ hich \\ould -.enou-,1~ hamper the 
development dtorh of man~ de\ eloping countrie". and ot 
the lea;,t de\elllped countne:-. m particular. He \\a-,, 
however, encouraged hv the outcome of the twentv-ninth 
'>es,Ion of the Gm:::rnu;g Council of UNDP in June ILJI'\2, 
in particular the agreen{enb arrived at on the future role 
and -;tructurc of UNDP and on po-;:-.ihle new aml 
altcrnati\ c wa~ ~ of mohilizmg financial rc-,ource~ fnr the 
Programme hee E/l9S::'./16, anne'\ L dcci-,ion K::'./5). HI' 
delegation appealed for generou;., contrihutton~ to the 
UNDP Special Mea~ure'> Fund for the Lca-,t De\·cloped 
Countrie;,. 

X r\ pcNttve rc'>pon~c from the entire \\orld cmnmunitv 
W<h needed to mobilize '>ourcc-. for the variou'> fund;, and 
programme-, Ill\ oh ed in United Natton-, operational 
acti\ Itie~ on a predictable, continuou;, and a"ured ba ... i'>. 
UNICEF and the United Nation-. \'oluntecr-; programme 
had ade4uatc fund;,, but that might he onl~ a tcmporan 
phenomenon: bnth had earnetl admiration ft)f their 
efficient operation~ and -,hould not be left to face an 
unccrtam futun.: The United Nal!om Spectal Fund tor 
Land-locked De\ eloping Countne;.,. the ;.,tatutc of which 
had been apprm ed bv the General A ""cmhl\ m It'> 
re-,olution 31/177 of 2J.Dccemher 1976. had me.t \~Ith a 
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very poor response and had been unable to start any 
operation worthy of the name. 

9. The application of '>Cience and technolog\ wa' 
essential for development. The recent meeti~g~ of 
the Intergovernmental Committee on Science and 
Technology for De\elopmcnt gave -.ome ground;., for 
optimism in that re~pcct (~ee A/37/37) Difference;, on 
the ljUe'>tion nf funds and machiner~ -.ecmed to he 
narrow mg. In view of pa;.,t disappomting e\pcrience with 
the Interim Fund and the United Nation;., Fmandng 
Sy;,tem for Science and Technologv for De\ clopmt'nt. it 
\Hmld he more reali'ltic not to expect too l11gh a lc\cl of 
rc-.ource~ to ;,tart with. HI-, delegation al-;o behc\ed that 
the long-term Financing Sy-;tem "hould he an autono
mou-, bmh \\ithin the United Nation;, "Y"tem. \\ith 
operational linh with UNDP. He hoped that a -,atJ-,
factory formula for contmuity and prcdictahi]in \\ould 
enable the Sy'itcm to he fully cffecti\ e. 

10. The t:nited Nation'> Conference on :'\'e\\ and 
Renewable Source-, of Energy, the tir;,t of ih kmd. had 
brought a ne\\ awarcne;," of th.: mlc of \Uch \OUrce'>. The 
lntenm Commlttee on Ne\\ and Rcne\\ahle S\lUITe" ot 
Energv. \\hich had met at Rome in June 19H2 to launch 
the Implementation of the Naimhi Programme of Action 
had con;,idercd a number of related j,;,uc" and recom
mended guidclme" for the 'arimt'> t 'nited Natwn;, \ lrgan:-. 
and orgamzation~ (;,ee A/37/47). It \\a" a topic to \\hich 
hi;.. delegation attached great importance. Nepal had no 
kmmn depo..,it;, of comcntional fuel hut po-,"e"ed a larl!c 
renewable ;,ource of energy ha;,e m the form of hydr~)
power. A number nf que...rimh. -.uch a" tho-,e relatmg to 
t\nancc. mad1mcr\ and bilateral ~ lf rcgronal arnu~<Ye
menh. needed to. be tackled and -,atJ;,h~cton -,olutt,~b 
found. '>0 that Nepal anti other countrie" \\ Ith '>tmilar 
energy endm' menh could progre..,, m an appropnate 
d1rectHm. 

II. Nepal aho \ alued greatly the Cllndu-,um" of the 
'>L';,:-.inn of a ;,pecial character of the ( im crmng Council of 
UN EP. held at N~urohi in l\lay l9k~ The Declaration it 
had adopted had tlrawn attention to -,hortcormng~ 111 the 
tullilment of the Action Plan for the Human Em Iron
ment. adoptetl at Stockholm m 197~. mduding lmlure to 
appreciate the long-term henetih of ennronmental 
protection. lacl-. of co-ordmation and m-,ufticient 
re.,ourcc;.,. Nepal wa-, full::. committed to em Inmmental 
pmk'L'tion at the national le\cL and Ia\\;, had hecn 
enacted and \ ariou-, programme' launch.:d in the area of 
tore-.t con~en·ation and reaffnre\tatton. National t:lforh. 
rHJ\\ e\ er. needed act I\ e mternatlonal bad.mg and 
::.upport. Em tronmental problem-, knL'\\ no nattnnal 
boundaric~ and remedial action could hmok no dela\. 

1~. The Economic and Social Council \\a'> a \Jtal organ 
of the t'nited NatHl!1'>. Under ib aegi'>, rne<Nlre-, and 
programme'> nt actHlll were decided upon to guide 
!\!ember State' in formulating thetr nattnnal '>trategic". 
and actinn hy limted Nation~ bodie-, \\H'> mlliatcd. The 
pohttcal \~Ill to "entre ih revitalization ought therefnre to 
be forthcuming. Nepal fnr ib part \\'a" f~lly prepared to 
co-operate in effort;, to that cllll. 
13 1\lr. \'RAALSEN (Noma\), -,peakrng on ht:half of 
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Denmark, Norway and the oh~en er delegations ot 
Finland, Iceland and \)weJen. noted that the prolonged 
slow-d(l\\ n in eennorme growth now affected all major 
re~Hm'- and ~.(roup'> of cmmtrie'>. but that for the 
dt.',\elopmg n;untrie" the pa-..t ft'\\ )Car-, had been 
t.''>peciall) di-,rupti\ e. Acute balancc-of-payment-
difficultie ... had forced m'>"t of them to make '>harp 
adjustment~. \\ hich had further n:duced growth. The per 
capita real mcome ot tht: developing cnuntric~ as a wh,lle 
had declined for the t\r;,t time in more than 3!1 year~ The 
lmv-income countrie~. particularly those in Sub-Saharan 
Africa, gave special ground.;, for concern. Many of their 
Governmenb had been unab!t: to '>atisfy e\'en the ha'>ic 
need'> of their penpk~. The SecretMy-Gcneral had rightly 
pomted out the danger that aro'>e from depm ing people 
ot hope m·er long period->. 

I ..J.. Although in the developed countnes there \\a~ 
machmery to protect people again-,t some of the ml1~r 
~e\ere effecb of economic :-..:thacb. tho">e eountrie" abo 
taced a great challenge. RecorJ unemployment \\its 

coupkd with a high rate of intlation and eon-.iderable 
balance-of-pay mcnb diftieultle'>. A~ a re:-,ult. there had 
been a ll:ndcncy to move aw~n frnm mtcrnational 
co-operation toward<. unilateral acthm ba-,ed on ;;eJf
lliterest. Yet it had become incre<t'.ingly cleM that no 
cnuntry, large or -;mall. could "olve Its economii.' problems 
alone. and thu" the need for co-operation through 
exi..,ting international organint1on:-, wa" evident. Thn'>e 
institutiom had -;erved the mternational community well 
throughout the po-st-vvar period and ..;hou!d play an even 
larger rok in the current difficult ~1tuation. 

IS. From the outset, the Nordic countne~ had 
wpported the propo-.al to launch a new round of global 
negotiations con.' ring all major eeonornic field-,. They had 
found the draft re ... olutJon Circulated hy the Group of 77 in 
:VIarch IYK2 helpful and a good ba~i~ for con.,;ultation. It 
had been agreed at the ~urnmit meeting at Versailles that 
a limited number of amendments shnuld be propo-.ed to 
the draft resolution, with a view to a general con~en'>ll'>. 
but the efforts made in New York in June 19i'\2 to reach 
agreement had failed. Political commitment to the global 
negotiations had frequently been reafllrmed at the 
hig:he~t levcb and ought to provide a ~ufhCient ba~is for 
bndging the remaining differences when the enn<;ulta
tion~ were renewed. Other negotiations on -.;ubstantivc 
i;-.,~ues '->hnuld be seen as compkmentan w the global 
negotiation;;. Consultations on procedure'> and agenda~ 
should not be allowed to draw attention away trom other 
urgent i>.~ues m the lleld of international economic 
co-operation. 

I h. It could have an important ps\ chological impact 1f 
the Econom1c and Social Council were to '>Uh~crihe to the 
g<)al of a co-ordinated world re(.'(wery pmgramme a~ 

outlined by the Secretary-General and expr"C'>'i -.upport 
for ~ome of tht: necessary mean'-> fl' arrive at that goaL 

17. The Nordic countrie:-. attached the grcatc-.t 
importance to the maintenance of an open wurld trading 
'iV'item. The expan~ion of world trade was,![ fundamental 
unportancc hoth t<l the indtl'itnalized and the de\ eloping 
countrie'>. The forthcoming rnini~tcrial meeting of GATT 

to be held in No\"crnber 19X2 '>hould concern rtself 
pnmanly \\ tth cnntaming protectionist pre;;~ure" and 
stimulating world trade, and 111 particular with the trade 
problems ot the developing countrie'\. 

l x. The 1\ordic countric5. appreciated the innovative 
approach of the Secretary-General of UNCT AD to 
preparat1on~ for the 'iixth ~ession of the Umted Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development. The proVIsional 
agenda repre~ented a realistic approach whtch "hould 
pm-e the way for concrete result~ He noted that the 
period for the fulfilment of the requirement<> for the entry 
into force of the Agreement E'>tablishing the Common 
Fund for Commodities had been extended to September 
l9X.1. The exten!'.ion v.as an indication of the lack of 
pmgres'> in international co-operation in commodity 
trade. The Nordic countries were concerned over the slow 
progre-.:~ 111 the negotiation of mtcrnational commodity 
agreement:'> and hoped that advances could he made 
-.oon in implementing the Integrated Programme for 
Corn modi tie\. 

Ill. The Non.lic countrie'> \\ere deep!) concerned at the 
increa:-,mg con;.traints on the international 11nancial 
institution,. In the current .,;ituation, it was especially 
important that the volume of financial now..; to developing 
countrie" should incr..;a.,e. The difficulties were mainly 
due tn the performance of the largest donor. but it should 
not be allowed to ~et the pace for the rest. lDA urgentlv 
needed to re-e<;tablish its commitment authority, and the 
Nordic countries appealed to other donors to follow their 
example of n:lea..,ing their full ~econd and third instal
ment<.. throu!!h \vaiver or other mechani'>m5. They 
welcomed th~ deci~ion to :-tart negottations on the 
seventh repleni"hmcnt of the resources of IDA in autumn 
!9X2, hut ~ince tho~e negotiatiom, could not be concluded 
m time for the beginning of the fiscal year JI.)X-L it was to 
he hoped that the next annual meeting of the World Bank 
would :c.ucceed in tinchng a temporarv -;olutll111 on the has1s 
of propo-.al-. for the estabhshment of an account for the 
fiscal year 1%--+ or a ;,pecial fund. The solution must make 
It poc.<.ihlc to maximize contributions to IDA while paying 
due attention to continuity and the principle nf hurden
-;haring. 

20. A;, major donors to UNDP. accounting for more 
than a fourth of the total eontnhution->. the Nordic 
cuuntrie<; were concerned about the financial cri..,ts it wa:, 
facing. Thev welcomed the establishment of the Inter
-;e-,si<;nal cZ1mmittee of the Whole at the twenty-ninth 
'ie~~inn of the UNDP Governing CounciL in accordance 
with tb d~::cision X2/5. and hopeZI that ib special focus on 
long-term problems \vnuld result in a more assured flow of 
re-;ource;, and a more effective programme. They urged 
all participants in UNDP to \\ork for the best po-,;,ible 
outcorm'. indudmg an mcrea>.e in their pledge~ in 
conformity with international de\ elopmt:nt a<.sistancc 
targeh. 

2!. The C nited Nations Conference on the Lea-.t 
Dt:\·clopcd Countries had underlined the need to pay 
particul.tr attention to the development problem-; of the 
ponre;.t countrie~. The Ntlrdic countrie-; ac!l\'dy 
~upported the 1dea tJf channdhng an agreed ~hare nf 
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official de\elopmcnt a-..'>i~tancc. of 0.15 per cent of GNP. 
to tho-..c countri..:-... Th..:y hoped all donor-.. \\Ould make 
renewed effort<. to achiev..: the 0. 7 pa c..:nt target .,et m the 
Int..:rnational D..:H:Iopment Strategy for the Third Umtcd 
Nation\ Development D..:cade within the pmpo-..cd time 
and that an incrca~ing share of a.,.,i~tancc would be 
channelled tn the Ica-..t de\cloped countrie-.. and other 
low-income countrie:--. 

.,., Th..: Nmrob1 Programme uf Action adopted at the 
United i':ation-.. Conferenc..: on Nev, and Renewable 
Snurces of Energy \\a~ a ~Ignil1cant contribution to the 
diver~IIication of \\orld energy -..upplie-., and the "olution 
of the overall energy problem. m particular the 
problem~ encountered hy the developing countric .... The 
recent ~e-..-..ion ot the Intenm CnmmiltCL' had confirmed 
the eomen;.u;. on the importance nf new and rene\\ able 
;.ource-. of energy. and mullilateral and bilateral donor-. 
should take advantage of that conscn-.u~ to take step;, to 
promote the u-.e of \uch re-.ource.;, 

:::3. The problem of creating a better em ironment wa' 
of Immcn;,e importance to pre..,ent and future generatiOn'-.. 
The :-,e~;.ion of a ;.peCial character of the Gm ernmg 
Council of UNEP had revealed a \trong con;,cn'u' nn the 
need to take em iron mental a-.pecb into account in all 
development etlort'i It had a!...o cmpha;.iLed that the 
problem;. of dcfore'>latJon. land and water degradation 
and de:-.ertification mu-..t be tackled before it wa;, too late. 

24. Turning to the lJUe'ition of arrangement\ for 
humanitarian and di'iaster relief a-,si;.tance Within the 
United Nation:-. "Y"tem. he '>aid that both ;,hort-term and 
long-term a:-..;,Istance was crucial for humanitanan eftort.., 
and the recon'-.tructinn of Lebanon The Nordic countries 
had alreadv contributed sub;.tantmll\ to the relief effort" . . 
being undertaken h;. mternational organ11ation., and 
were read\ to gn:e further a;,;.istancc when it wa\ called 
for. They !~oped that as;;i-..tance to Lebanon would be able 
tn reach all the people in need. 

:::5 In conclu..,ion. he ;,atd that. in order to en..,ure that 
the Council\\ a:- capable of perfnrmmg the ta;,k,., entrusted 
ton in the Charter of the U mted Nation'>. member;. would 
have to reflect upon the opportunitie.., for Improving it-.. 
working method:-.. Problem~ undoubtedly existed, and 
ignoring them would onlv dimmi ... b the Council"-. role. 
The Nordic countrie;. appreciated the efforts made hy the 
Prc-;ident of the Council in that re;,pect and were 
prepared to participate 111 any delihcratiom aimed at 
making the work of the Councll more effective. 

26. Mr. KAMA NOA W,\ KAl\lANDA (Zaire) -.aid 
that the economic cri5i~. the political cn;,i-, and the cri;,i;, in 
internatiOnal co-operation and '-.olidarity had combined 
to paraly-,e the -.ystcm of mternational relation;.,. He had 
no doubt that "cri-,is" was the right term to u:--c: to play 
down the \Ituation could only hinder the vitally important 
debate on the real n:quNte'> for su-;tamed recovery. In 
today·s world. all were mtcrdependent. and a global 
approach wa;, reljuired more than ever. The per-.J;.tent 
malai;.e in the world economy \\a\ no cyclical pheno
menon hut a symptom of ;,tructural maladju;,tment and 
fundamental di-;equilihrium. The international economic 
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mder that had prevailed '>li1CC the Second World War wa' 
now incapable ot meetmg the requirement'-. not JU'>t of the 
de\elopmg countrie;. but of the llHJu..,tnali!ed nation'> a;, 
\\ell. The developing countrie.., ..,uffcrcd not only trom a 
lo:-.~ of export earn mg., potential. m\ mg tu mtlation and 
monetan policic" in the de\cloped countne .... but aho 
from the lack of acce-..~ t;l the latter\ market" hecau"..: of 
grmnng protectiom~m there. The "~ '>ll:m wa-.. both unJU'>t 
and inefficient, and it »a' the dL'\ eloping countnc~ . 
particular!\ the lea'>t dc\elopc(L \\ hich had horne the 
brunt of the '>ituation. 

27. The dc..,ired \lruL·tural change" in the \\orld 
economy "hould include ..,cctoral adju..,tmenh m the tield 
of production, con;.umption and trade. \U a-.. to enable the 
devl'loping cnuntne., to control the U'->L' of their rc..,ource" 
and -,hare in deci-;ion-making at the internatinnal level. 
But no progrc-..., had been made m that LIIrectHm: the 
"Y"tem of multliateral n>-op..:ration \\a~ faltcrmg. \'a"t 
area;, nl the world faced poverty and ecnn,1mic decline: if 
current trends continued. more than :-:oo milhon people 
\\ ould be 111 a ~tate of ah'>olute pm ertv b\ 1490. It \\a;. 
becoming increa;.ingl_\ diflicult. becau;;e of cnn;.tant 
mflation. currenc_1. tluctuation-... unemplo\ ment and 
flagging growth. to lind the re~ource'> needed for urgent 
economic and social need-... De\clopment a;.:-.Nancc wa-.. 
at a "tand'-.tilL a:, wa;. the application of the lntcrnatmnal 
De\ dopment Strategy for the Third Umted Natiom 
De\'elopment lkcadc. Voluntary fund~ to -..timulate the 
\ita I role of mternational hoclie" a~ part of that Strategy 
\\ere \\odull: lacking. Delav~ in implemcntmg the 
I ntcgratcd Programme for Commod1tie~ had becnme 
mutme. The additional re-.;ource-., needed for African 
refugee~. to <1'-.'>1'-1 the countrie-, of a"ylum and finance
related project-.. had not been forthcommg. The global 
negotiation-. n:lat111g to internatiOnal economic en
operation for development. the principle" nf \\ hich had 
been adopted by the General A;.-.embl~ in llJ7lJ in Ib 
re;.ulutinn 34/IJX. had not been launched. fur lack ot 
relJUl'>Ite political will on the part of the de\ clnped 
countrie". 

:::x At the -.a me time. \ a~t amounh-~$:'100 btl lion in 
14:-:0. S600bil1Ion in llJiQ tor the \\nrld a'i a \\hole. almo~t 
double the amount -,pent in I tJ70-\\erc bemg 'pent on 
armamenb, includmg nuclear weapon-., Th.: withholding 
uf the \ a-.t funds a\ ailahlc m the world from prugntmme" 
to alleYiatc pm crty. malnutntion and other largc-\calc 
"ocial Ill-. could not be ju;.titied According to UNICEF. 
17 million children would die during I tJX2 from malnu
trition and preventable di-,ea'>e: and the lnternatamal 
Labour Oflice had pomtcd nut that. of the 115 million 
unemployed young per;.on" in the "or! d. three lJUarter" 
were in the third world. ·rhe arm" race \\a' \\idening the 
gulf between the developed and developing natiom. 
\ Iolated the principle~ of the Charter of Economic Rtghh 
and Dutie~ of State~ and cast doubt'i on the ~incent:. of the 
assertion'>. by the maJor and nuckar Power..,, that 
di-.armament \\a-; their aim~the more '>O in \ icw of the 
pro-.perity '>tcmmmg from their armament" mdu:--try and 
the power -;uch weaponry gave them over nation" not 
po..,;,e-..,ing It. The lack of progre~.., at the General 
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A~scmbly's twelfth special session (second special session 
devoted to disarmament) wa:-. disappointing. 

2Y. The report of the Committee for Development 
Planning (E/IIJX2/15 and Corr. l and 2) gave little cause 
for optimi:-.m. It noted. mter alia, that five more African 
nations had been added to the list of the least developed 
countrie .... 

30. The reform!> aCI.:ompli5hed hitherto did not presage 
a coherent :-.ystem enabling all countries to assert their 
economic. trade and financial intere-;t;,. Trulv multilateral 
relations depended on respect by all partnef.., for codes of 
conduct which. in turn. must be flexible enough to meet 
contingencies. The maintenance of an outmoded svstem 
encouraged a return to bilateralism-which meant the 
law ot the stronger. The Group of 77 had therefore 
pmpo~ed a new mternational economic order. including 
agreement on conciliation procedure:- of the :'.ort 
nece..,sary in a changing world. 

31. The debate on representation and dcci~ion-makmg 
in international bodies. on the role of .;;uch bodies in world 
economic affairs. particularly in North-South relations 
and the global negotiation~. was essentially a political 
nne. The major Power<. seemed rductant to relinquish the 
political control they exercised through various bodie:> of 
the United Nations wstem; but the forum for dehate on 
international politicaf matters wa~ the General A.,;scmblv. 
w 11ich the developing countries in"i~ted was the org~n 
CT>mpetcnt to take dect~tons concerning the action of 
United Nations hodies. a'> it had more regard to the 
legitimate intere:-.b ,1f alL pur~uant to the principle.., of the 
new International economic order and the Charter of 
E·.:on()mic Right::. and Dutie~ of States. 

32. The establi'>hment of a new mternational economic 
order called for the organizatJ(ln d' economic relation'> 
among nation;, rather than reliance on market mechan
isms, which h1ok no account of man·-., ba-,Jc need'>. The 
countries ,1] the North \\ere im ited to take up the 
challenge by launchmg the global negtlttatiom. rather 
than clinging tn the po:-,itton" acqll!red 111 an earlier 
indu"trial revolution. It wa~ to be hoped that the 
Ver ... aille'i Declaratitm \Vould mark the hcl(inning tlf a 
genuine rc-,olvc by the mdu"triali;eJ natim~s con~erned 
to undertake gltlhal ncgottation.., ha-,ed on th..: Group of 
77'~ propo~ab. 

~3. The llnited Nations -;v..,tem -.hould al~o hc mv;1hed 
in the Jemtlcratizatinn and. re:-.tructunnl( of international 
relation~. In General A"~cmhlv re"olution 3::'0::' ( S-\'I), 
the Council had hL~cn rc4u~:-,ted h1 determmc thc 
conceptual frameworh. and co-ordmate thl' activ itiC"> of 
the United Natton"i bodic-, mvol\ed in implementing the 
Programme ,1f Actmn on tl11: E;.,tablbhrnent of a :'\lev\ 
International Economic Order. But th role wa' being 
eroded hy the wor;,enmg international -,ituation. and It 

wa'i -,ometime;., even contested by certain "Pecml17ed 
agcncie;.,, Ttl the extent that the Council fulhlkd the ta-.k.., 
~·~t forth in Chapter IX of the Charter nf the United 
Nations. anv ob;,truction of ih role challenged the 
General As~embly'.., Jutlwritv. The pm\e!"., ~of the 
'ipccialized agencte:-, had been conferred on them h; the 

General Assembly under the Charter, which meant that 
there were no grounds for opposing the structural changes 
required in some of them in order to promote wider 
economic and social progre<;s. The responsibility lay with 
those Member States and agencies which w1shed to 
maintain the status quo. States should not adopt differing 
attitudes in the Council and in the specialized agencies; 
and the agencies should not act at variance with the 
objectives of the United Nations. if their role in 
multilateral co-operation was not to become sub
ordinated to bilateralism. 

34. If the Council. at its current session. could adopt the 
draft resolution on its revitalization (Conference Room 
Paper 1982/.f). it would have made an important 
contribution towards an improvement in the current 
international economic and soe1al ;;ituation. Among the 
draft resolution's more important features were: a focus 
on selected issue.;; to facilitate action-oriented recom
mendations; the consolidation of similar or related issues 
under a single heading: the formulation of conclusion>. 
and the preparation of recommendations of a general 
nature: a review of the activities and programmes of 
organizations and other bodies of the United Nations 
system. sector by sectm. in order to ensure that 
programmes were compatible and complementary; 
comprehensive review.., of operational activities within 
the United Nation~ sy<,tem as a whole: concentration on 
trend~ in regional co-operation aetivitit:s, particularly 
those concerning que..,tions nf mtereo.;t to all regions. and 
their co-ordination. and on proh!cm.., relating to mter
regmnal co-operation: restrictions on the e"tabli"hmcnt 
of ne\v ~ub-.idiary hod1e..,: and the hmitation and 
condensation of documentation 

35. Mr. MEBAZZA ('Tum;,ta) ..,a1d thaL at a time \Vhen 
the Council was '>eckmg meam to strengthen co
operatt<m in accordance \Vith the objcctiYes of peace and 
-.ccuritv proclaimed in the Charter of the United Nations. 
the raci~t State ot Israel \\a~ -;prcading death. de-,tructmn 
and terror in Lebanon in an attempt to exterminate the 
Pale;,tmian people. The internatiOnal Ct1mmtmity ought 
to ha\ e compelled the ZilHmt State to ob;,erve mter
national law hv withdrawing immeJwtelv and uncon
ditit,nally trom. Lebanon an:i granting the Pale..,timan 
people the1r nght to return to the1r homeland and 
c.:'tablish a ;,oven:ign State. 

36, The current \\Orld economtc -,ituatJon. wh1ch 
brought ~tagflatton and unemploymt:nt for the developed 
eountrie-. and povcrt~. debt and per,i;,tent underde\dop
mcnt for the devcl\1pmg countneo.;, gave no gmumb f,lr 
optimt,m. Condition~ w~.:re wor..,e than at any time ~incc 
the l i.JJO;,. and the vulncrahihty of the dC\ elopmg 
countric~· t:conomie-., had made them c\en more 
dependent nn the dcveloped nattlHl" In 19?11 thctr GDP 
grm\th ratt' had hccn 'ome tl () per cent. rcpre..,cnting a 
decline in r<c'al term.., per capita tor the tir~t time -.,mce the 
1950". 

37. The cn"1" wa.., C,!ll..,ed by "tructural. not marh.et. 
condittoth. ProtcctHl!ll;,m \\as grov, ing 111 a number of 
de\eloped countrie": term ... of trade for el)l11!llOtllty 
exporter" were \\or;.ening: official dc\elopment a ...... i ... t-
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ance had levelled off or even diminished. despite the 
acceptance of certain targets. thus paralvsing some 
developing countric<,' effort~. Contributions to UNDP 
had fallen by 25 per cent in real terms bet\\een 1980 
and 1982. Ironically. the am1s industry was expanding; 
$1 million per minute were being spent on instruments of 
death and de'>truction: yet. at the same time, high interest 
rates made recourse to the capital market suindal for 
developing countrie-;, particularly those not eligible for 
official development a;.sistance. 

38. The value of collective action in respon~e to the 
problems '>eemed to ha\e been lorgotten: there were on!) 
mdi\ idual :-,clf-re'>cue actions by i'>olated States. and a 
resurgence of bilateral. rather than multilateraL co
operation agreements. The North-South dmlogue had 
come to a halt, and the proposal for global negotiation;,. 
adopted hy the General As;,emhh In !97l) in ih resolutiOn 
34i13~. had so far come to nothing. despite some 
convergence of \ iews on the -,ubject. The global 
negotiation-, wen; exceptional both in their ~igmlicance 
and in their '>cope and ~hould he <>ubjcct to no 
rc~ervatinn'>. ThtTe mu~t he uni\ er-,aL open and equal 
dialogue in di'>ell'>'>lllg all matter:-. on the agenda and m 
takmg all deci-,ion'>: othcf\\ i~c, the negotiations \\ould 
become hut another Item on thL' li-.,t uf un..,uccc'>:-.ful 
ll nitcd Nation'> effort'>--like. for C'\ample. the United 
Nation;, Fmancmg Sy-.tem for Scicnn: and Technolog\ h)r 
DcH~lopmcnt and the Nairobi Programme of Action for 
the Development and U tilllat1on nf New and Renewable 
Source'> of Encrg\. 

~l). One positive '>tep had b..: en the new impetus gi\ en 
to South-South co-operation through the adoption of 
the Caracas Programme pf ActHm on Economic Co
operation among Dt'\ eloping Countnc .... \\ hich '>hould 
help the de\ elopmg muntrie-, tu attam their objecti\c of 
collective ..,elf-reliance 

-HI. The S.:cretarv-(;cneral'-., propo-.al that the mter
natlonal cummulllt\ should launch a concerted pro
grammt' for\\ orld economic ren)\ en \\a ... a laudable one 
Such a programme ought to make po'>'>Ihk -,u-.,taincd 
\\ orld econ( 1mic gruwth hy mean~ nf a \\ Itk range of 
mea-.,ure" to com hat Inflation. liberali7c trade. re\ i'e and 
... tahi\i;:e commndlty market'- and provide for inter
national and monctan co-operat1on and the '-llpph of 
capital and technolugv to the de\eloping c(nmtrie'>. It 
..,hould al..,n deal'' Ith long-term "tructuralmatter". :-.uch a-, 
\\orld fuod "ecunt\ and cnerg\ LJlle'>tion'>. It "hould. 
nwr~:.'O\ cr. form part of the re-.tructunng of mtcrnational 
economic relation.., and the t.•-.tabli-.hnll'nt of the nt'\\ 
mternalitlllal economiC order: othcn\1-..e. It-. -.cope would 
be lumted to -.hort-term emergcncv measure'-. 

41. It \\a'- h1gh tllllt: that genuine political \\dl \\a" 
evinced m the form of concerted act1on to bring the 
Nnrth-South thalogue out of the Impa-,-,e of recent yeah. 
before it wa-. too late: urgent action \\a'> needed to hl'lp 
the hundred-, of million.., m Afnca and Asia "till "uffenng 
from hunger, di-,ea-.e and ab-,ulutc po\ crt\. 

42. 1\lr. I.H-.WFRE (Nigena) '>~lld that the pa~t vear had 
Witne..,..,cd the \\Of'-1 -,lo\\-thmn m overall ecurHlllllC 
growth m recent hi~ ton. Ill dC\ ~;.>loped and de\ eloping 
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countries alike. The ... tagnation H1 world trade in 19~ I. 
resulting partly from growmg protectioni'>m in the 
developed countrie~. crippling h1gh intere'>t rate~ and the 
worsening term:- of trade had further aggra\ a ted the 
external indehtednes;, of the developmg countnes and 
virtually destroyed their gro\\ th pro-,pech. Their per 
capita output as a whole had fallen for the fir"t time ..,inee 
1950. The \veaker countrie:-. were the \\or:-.t affected and 
for tht' poore~t of them the fir-.t prionty \\a'> no longer 
development but ">urvi\ al. 

4~. A~ the least developed and hence the mo..,t \ulner
ahle region of the \\orld. Africa ''a~ m a particular!\ 
-,erinu'> plight. E\en on optimi~tic a~"umption-,. tilL' 
ct\ erag:e gnm th rate of the developing countne.., of A fnca 
for the JlJH().., wa-. unlikely to exceed 0.1 per cent. The 
report of the Committee for Den;lopment Plannmg on jt;, 
eighteenth "e..,-.ion ( E/19~2/15 and Corr. 1 and 2) -,bowed 
that fh e more African countrie-. ''ere being recom
mended for inclu-,Ion in the list of the least developed 
cnuntnc:-.. A '>ltuatinn in '' hieh Africa accounted for a 
mere 0.2 per cent of world industrial produetion~far 
-.,hurt of the target pmpo">ed in the !ago... Plan of 
Action~wa'> d..:arl;. unacceptable The annual report tlf 
FC.-\ ( E!IY~2!21) mdicated that a-. many a~ 22 Afncan 
countrie" had. m 19K I. -,ufferL'd critical tood ... hortagc .... 
'' h1ch had not on!\ exacerbated the problem ot malnutri
tion hut had aJ..,u increa-,ed the regHm\ tkpendcnce on 
food import.... \\ hieh \\ere a '>L'riou-.. dram on foreign 
c\change rc,en e.., It \\a" therefore not '-llfpn-,ing that 
Africa'-, total c\tcrnal debt had reached ant:\\ height ol 
$4 7 h!lli( m. <it a time when net re-.ourCL' fim\.., to the region 
had dechned lw about 5 per cent In real tL·rm ... 

44. Immediate action mu-,t be taken to rcmoH: the 
C'\ ternal con.,trainh atlecting the L'ConomK pm~peer... ot 
all de\clopmg countrie .... It \\U'> a parado\ that the '-Pint ()I 
mtcrnational cn-operatnm \\a'> tlaggmg at a tllnc \\'hen 
\Ul'h C\1-opera!lon wa'> exact I: \\hat \\a'- required: to 
produce a n.'\'i\ a] ot the world econom~. the ..,trong mu'>t 
co-operate\\ Ith the weak. the rich with the poor. the great 
\\Ith the "mall and the North \\Jth the South. ) et the 
proportion ol oftinal dc\elupment a-..-,i..,tance channelled 
through mululateral m~titution.., \\ ;!' ..... hnnl..cmg: UN DP 
re-..ource-.. In real term-.. had dccllllcd m 19K I: and IDA 
lending might ha\L' to be cut h\ alm(ht a third becau"e ot 
the reluctance ot certam donor" to honour their ongmal 
com m Itmt'l1 h. In the mtercq not on!\ ot tlw de\ e lopmg 
countne-.. '' ho~e need hH· add1tional financial rc.,nurce-, 
\\'a'> rno~t prL·-..-,mg. but al\n ol the po..,iti\e Imp.~,·t \\luch 
an aceclcratcd de,·elopmcnt of de\clopmg countnc" 
could h;i\c on thL' de\elopcd countne.,, h" delegation 
urged the de\cluped countne ... concerned to change their 
atlltude. 

4" If Ja..,tlng :uhwer" \\ere to he found to the pmhlcnl'
of the \\Orld ecnnonl\. the\ \\Ould not he Ill umlatcral 
mea..,ure .... \\ hich had prt)\ ed counter-product!\ e On the 
contran. cnncertcd international action would be needed 
In practicall: all lielll~ Such actton mu ... t include -.pecdic 
mea;.urc.., to promote \\ orld trade. and particular!\ the 
C\port'-. of dc\clopmg countne:-.. Seriou-. effort'> -,lmuld be 
madt· to hnng abnut a "ub:--tantial increa~e m tinancial 
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tlow~ on favourable term-. and condition~ from developed 
to de\doping countries, to facilitate the ac4uisition of 
technical expertise hy developing countries, to promote 
their self-reliance in agricultural and food production. 
and to enable them to make the rapid advances in 
indu.,trialinltion e;;:-.cntial for .,;e!f-;.,ustained dc\elopment. 

46. There were several areas in which greater effort" 
could be made to ;;peed up progre;;s in mternational 
negotiations. For example. if the developing countries 
received international co-operation in the development 
of their ov. n ~cientitic and technological capacity, through 
the faithful implementation of the Vienna Programme of 
Action on Science and Technology for Development. that 
would not only serve tho;.,e countrie'> hut would alsu lead 
to scientific and technical advances from which all 
countrie.;; could benefit. Hi<. delegation hoped that 
agreement would :;hortly be reached on the long-term 
arrangement<. for the United Nation;; Financing System 
for Science and Technology for Development. 

.f7. Nigeria welcomed the fact that the Intergovern
mental Working Group had completed its work on th.; 
formulation of a code of conduct for transnational 
corporations, although some further work appeared 
necessary before there could he a fully sati:;.factory and 
comprehensive code, a major desideratum of the 
developing countries. His delegation hoped that the 
Commis:,ion on Transnational Corporations, at its forth
coming se\sion, would treat the matter with the urgenc) it 
deserved. 

.f8. The time had come for certain developed countrie.., 
tn cease paying mere lip-t-.en·ice to the liberalization of 
imernational trade. The contraction of world trade 
adver.;;ely affected every country. A matter of particular 
concern to developing countries wa-. the in"tahihty of 
International commodity market~. 'D1e developed 
countries could not hope to reap more than "hort-term 
gains from the current low price'> for the develuping 
countries' commodities. since sub..;tantial shortfalls in 
export earnings had curtailed tho:-.e countries' demand for 
good~ from developed cnuntrie~. The negotiation of a 
number of international agreements to stabilize com
modity prices should be speeded up. 

49. Protectionist measures had he en increasing in the 
developed countrie;.,, to the detriment of the developing 
countries' exports. despite the fact that they were against 
the interests of the developed countnes themselves, 
which could benefit from investing in areas in which they 
enjoyed a comparative advantage. Those countrie~ 
continued to re:,ort to short-term policie;;; rather than to 
seek a permanent remedy in a proee'>s of ~tructural 
adjustment. The time had come to call for a lowering of 
harriers in order to permit greater trade access for 
developing countries. 

50. The GATT mim::.terial meeting, to be held in 
November IYR2, was an opportunity not to he missed for 
the expansion of world trade, particularly for the 
developing countries. His delegation was following with 
keen interest the preparations for the '>ixth session of the 
Cnited Nations Conference on Trade and Development. 

to he held in mid-IY~.1: those preparations would largely 
determine ib succe'>~. 
51. His delegation ::.hared the view that efforts to 
improve the financial and monetary system need not 
await agreement on the long-term re~tructuring of the 
system. since immediate answers must be found to such 
pn'""ing problems as the developing countnes' huge debts 
and their need for ~ub;.,tantial den:lopmt>nt tinance. It 
supported a number of the suggestions made by the 
Committee for Development Planning on such topics as 
the early resumption of SDR i~sues, the need for 
incn:a-;ed pfl)gramme lending, the further relaxation of 
conditions for a greater proportion of IMF re;;nurce-; and 
the -;kpping up of oftlcial development assi)>tance towards 
the target of 0. 7 per cent of GNP laid down in the 
International Development Strategy for the Third United 
Nations Development Decade. 
52. Food and agricultural production was of the utmo->t 
concern to mo-.t developing countries, not least in the 
African region, which was currently experiencing acute 
food ~hortages. The international community could make 
a -.ignificant contribution to the efforts of developing 
countrie;., in a number of ways, hy increasing the flmv of 
fmancial and technical resources. 
53. The special needs of Africa had led in 19~0 to a 
historic -.ummit meeting. the o;;econd extraordinary 
'>C'>sion of the Assemblv of Head~ of Statt; and Govern
ment of the Organizati;m of African Unitv, at which the 
Lagos Plan of Action had been adopted to promote the 
accelerated development and collective self-reliance of 
the African countries. The decade of the 1980;; had been 
proclaimed as the Industrial Development Decade for 
Africa, and the international community had since then 
made a solemn commitment to support for Africa through 
the adoption of General Assembly resolutions 36/180, 
36/177 and 35/66 B, on special measure'> for the ;;ocial and 
economic development of Africa in the IYROs, the 
Transport and Communications Decade in Africa and the 
Industrial Development Decade for Africa. respectively. 
His delegation hoped that that commitment would he 
backed up by further support from the intermltlonal 
community, The attempts in certain 4uarters to prescribe 
a one-sided development strategy had been uneLJui
vocally rejected by African States. It was therefore 
gratifying to note from a number of document~ before the 
Council that the organizations of the United Nations 
system would continue to implement their various 
programmes for Africa in the light of the Lagos Plan of 
Action. 
54. Regarding the revitalization of the Economic and 
Social CounciL his delegation would support any realistic 
mea-;ures to enable the Council to perform its central role 
in the discussion of the economic and social development 
problem" facing the international community. 
55. The o;ucces~,fu! conclusion of the United Nations 
Conference on the Law of the Sea was generally regarded 
a~ a major achievement in international co-operation, 
particularly since the Convention that had been adopted 
reaftlrmed that the re~ource'> of the ocean bed were the 
common heritage of mankind. His delegation hoped that 
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the ~ountne-, '>till having re~crvatinn-, on the Convention 
would rccnn:-ider their 'tand and jotn in an tmrortant 
entcrpri-;e \\llleh could make a major contrihution to 
"orlu de\elopment . 
5o. Another imJX>rtant point wa.., the dfort l)f the 
UC\'eloping countrit_·, 1wer the pa"t ~car tn mten~ify their 
mutual ~o-opcration on the ha~i~ of the Programme of 
Acti1.>n adt)pkd at Caraca'> in IYXI. There '' a~ an 
encouraging. momentum in the promotion of economic 
uen.:l~lpment anti collective ... df-rdiancc through 
economic CO-(lpenlluln amt)ng de\e lopmg countries. Hi~ 
countr~ wa:, ... trongl~ committed 10 that objectJ\e. 
Economic co-openlllnn among de"cloping count ries. 
hm\C\cr. wa:, not a ... ub-,titute fo r but a complement to 
wil.h:r cv-operation between the developed and 
th:\'eloping countrie'. II i.; ddegation therefore attached 
con<,idcrahle importance to the early launchmg of glohal 
negotiation~. It hoped that lkxibili ty on the remaining 
minor detail:> '"ould make it po~sihlc to launch :-uch 
negot iation~ withnut furthe r delay. Progre~.., rnwards that 
goal sho uld niTer u hi~toric opport unity tn re~hape the 
world for the betterment of dc\'eloped and clevelopmg 
cou ntr ie-; alike. 
57. Mi!.~ JONES (Liheria) ~aid that the world was 
confmntt.:d wllh unpreceJentcd prohlem~ which affected 
even citiLCn of C\t!f\ CllUnlf\' . The vef\ :-trah:gies that 
had been pur:,uecl "fth a vic'~ to providtng a ~ner life 
had become negat1\'e factors bnnging unto ld mi~fortune 
to manl..tnd The Mlnw .;cicncc that could prolong human 
life hud hrought about tht.: world population explosion 
and g.in:n rise to the problem of sharing carce resource~ 
among great l~ tn1.·rca:,ed numhcrf.. t)f people . Go\'em
menh hau hecome fru, trated in their dfort to plan for 
'>uch ,·al>t number'>. for which ade4uate -..tmi~t•cs were 
d ifficult 1t1 lind. The only body to which '>Uch problems 
could logically he brough t wa~ the United Nations. which 
wou iJ ha't' to -,eek Ill.!\\ and imaginative measures in 
o rtkr lti dea l with them . The long-held he lief that 
everything h•gger wa~ better was not ncce).~arily true. 
Smaller-.;cale planning nnd implementation still fom1ed a 
usefu l 'it ratcgy that could con tribute lOa ''orltl n:covery 
programme. 
58. It was paradoxical that. in the days when man had 
had fcwer material comforts. he had been a better 
neig hbour. Human a !lit udl.!" were difficult to change. and 
any chang<! took a great dea l of t ime. Meanwhile. b lind 
re liance on the world monctarv W'>tem could not sol\'e all 
man·.., e~:nnomic anu ~ncial p~ob.lems. T here: were other 
mean~ that cou ld be used. ror example. fllretg.n atd might 
he gi, en in the fo rm of cxpent ·e and skill ... rather than of 
financi;~ l a<,~J;,tance . \ ith the necessary political will o n 
the part uf Memher State . . the propo:>al for a world peace 
corps could make a vual contribution. 

59. Gi, en the gaps hctwct:n needs and re~ource . only 
the united action of all peoples of the world could pro,·ide 
the neccs~ry planning and services. The: United lation~ 

would have to fa ce up to thr: challenge and launch glohal 
negotiation~ in a n endeavour to bridge the gap hetween 
rich and poor. The Council's goal was to bn ng happ iness 
to all mankind by the alleviat io n of human mbe ry and 

dcpri,·ati\Hl. In order to do '>O. it \\\lllld h~we t1) ~hakc: l)ff 

the str~uqackct nf traditional :lttitudc.; For examr k. m::tn 
had become dependent on h~dr~arhnn energy. but the 
re,erws were: tinite: the o;ourcc-. fnr the 'ati~factinn of 
man·!> energy requirements mu~t thu~ be diver.,incd. 
nO . T he ~tratcg~ her Jcleg;~tion rel·ommenJed fm 
de' elopmcnt wa' that global ncg,)ttUtion ~houkl i>c 
approachcd thr\lUgh r~'gion::~ l nt!gtltiatilm. WMid-widc 
de' dopmcnt modd-, ''ere un-..uitablc . althoug.h the 
Je,eloping cnun tnc~ . \\hich had nctther the ncxc~~ary 
capacity nor the rc:>ourcc~. were <,tn\'ing to copy them 
almn\t blintllv. Were there not subsutute.., for tho<,c 
modeb. o n a· more limitc:d ~calc. wh1ch nutiom. cou ld 
apply as they werc able to atford them? 
61 . Another area of concern wa' the development of 
t rade at the internal. regional and world Je,eb. T o 
.;timu late trade. then~ wa~ a need in many dc\'eloping 
countries to identify mnrket opportunliK':> and the gap~ 
"hich the\' them~l.! lvl.!~ could till"' hen t rnt..li ti nn<~ l trad•ng 
partner.., ~' ere unable to do ~c1. T he <;trotegy of com
parative advantage -.hnuld be-.! a flexlnlc tou t in thL' 
dl..!'-<!lopmentnf tnterna l and external trade. 
6~ . One of the grcate'\1 problem!-. to he faced b~ the 
de\'Cioping cmmtric in a world recovery programme \\a~ 
to correct crro~ found throughoutth~· \\Orlu a-.. n re:.ult of 
unplanneu or pourh planncu economtc de\elupment. In 
the pre~cnt di:>a~trou., '>tate of the world CI.'Otmnw. e'en 
thmc area~ which had achie' ed some ;, ucce"~ appeared 
'>liSp!!('!, whtch mad!! it tmpoo;<;ihle w e">tahli!>h new 
priori tiC\. I r pre~tiginus projects were necc<,~ar~. hl'r 
dckgauon appealed to the rich nation' of the 'orth to 
halance them "ith un equall~ generou"> im~·:,tment in 
international de' elopment assistance 
o3. Ont.: of the United Nation' ag.cncie-, he\t .:1.1uippcd 
to pl:ly a major role in world rc:ccl\'ery \\:t!'> U DP. Her 
delegation there fo re supported the Admini~trator'' 
recommendation for a U nited ation., peace cMp~. 
who~e ta<.k wou ld he w prepare global economic de
velopment modcb on a scale appropria te for den:l
oping countrie~. 

('H . With regard tQ the need to revitalize tho.: Ec.:onom•1.· 
and Social C'~uncil. it wa~ C).Sential to e n ure a "peed ter 
response than in the Pll'-l by UNDP and related agc;-KtC'> 
to the deve lopment plans and project~ of each developing 
country. The techno logical need~ of dc,doping States 
varied and n technological package should be de~igned by 
UNDP and related agencies fo r each country. Empha!-.tS 
~hould be on intermediate technology rather than 
expen~11;e capital-inten-;1ve technolngy. 
65. lle r delegation \\!Shed to place on r~cord l!'i 

protound gratitude to th~ Secretary-General and the 
United Nations ·y')h::m for their Y>ympathctic approach 
and understanding of the gra' c :>ncio-ect)nomie prohkm~ 
extsting in Liberia and for the generous respon;,es of the 
world commun ity. It hoped that the report o f the 
Sccretan-General (A/37/ I?.J) and his recommendation'> 
fo r the ·re~o' erv o f the Liberian economy would be 
appnwed not j~st us a gl!sture nf co-operativn to a 
particular country hu t as an important step in the world 
econom ic recnvery pmgramrne as a whole . 
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6ti. Mr. BOYD (United Kingdom), speaking in exercise 
of the right of reply with regard to the ~tatement made by 
the tepresentative of Argentina at the 39th meeting, said 
that, on 2 April I 1/1{2, Argentina had cho~en to ignore a 
call hy the Security Cuuncil to refrain trom the u~e of 
force and had invaded the Falkland hlands. That action 
\Vas clearly contrary to the provisions of the Charter of the 
United Nations concerning peaceful settlement and the 
non-use ot force and to the principle of the ~elf
determmation of peoples. As far a~ the principles of the 
movement of non-aligned countrie;, were concerned, all 
but one of the non-aligned members of the Security 
( 'ouncil had voted in favour of Security Council re~o
lutinn 502 ( Jl)X2), which had declared Argentina to be 
rt~!'.pon~ihle for a breach of the peace and demanded the 
\\i\hdr;mal of Argentine forces. 

6 7. A~ for the charge of colonialism, It wa~ non~en-,e. 
The Falkland hlanders were a people, a permanent 
population, qualifying, as other" did. for the right to 
self-determination, embodied in the Charter and the 
International Covenants on Hum:m Rtght'>. Neither 
hi-,tory nor ..,overeignty disputes could override that. The 
people of the Falklands had endor-;ed their ~y-;tem of 
guvernment m tair and tree elections. and the United 
Kingdom had fulfilled ih obligation~ under Article 73 of 
the Charter. 
6;-\ The Argentine invaswn had taken place ~hortly 

after the first round of new talb between the two 
countrie~. which had re~ulted in the communique is~ued 
in February 19X2. to which the Argcntmc repre-,entati\ e 
had put his name. It wa~ Argentma that had hrd,en off 
the ncgotiatil1ns and rc~orted to turce. After the mva-,inn 
by Argentina, the Umted Kmgdom Government had 
taken part in good faith in lcngthv di\CU'-'mll1'- anncd at a 
pe,tceful vllution to the cri~i". Their tadure wa ... the 
re~pnn~ibilitv nt Argentina. 

fll). It wa,., not a North-South i'o~ue. Few Member State\ 
faded to undcr-;tand the principle~ at ~take The ll mted 
Kingdom wa\ entitled tn resi~t the ilk gal U\e of torce, and 
Scr2urity Council rc~olution 'i02 ( !9X2) had made it quite 
clear who had been thl' invader. 

70 As to the economic aspect. the reprc\entati\ e ot 
Argentina had referred tt1 a\ ariety of mca-,tJre-, taken m 
repon~e to tho~e event~. Tho~e mca~ure" had been taken 
in the light of the facts with which Sccuritv Council 
re~.ulution 502 ( !9S2) wa-. concerned. They had been 
appropriate to the situation and fully ju\tified in ethic..,, 
politic~ and law. 

71. Mr. TE (Ob,.,crver for Democrattc Kampuchea), 
~peaking in exerci~e of the right of replv, regrctteJ that 
the repre~entative of the USSR had cho"en at the 3Sth 
meeting to mah.e provocati\e allegatiom again ... t hi" 
country. That repre-,entative had referred to an 
announcement made by Mo,.,cow, and more recently by 
Hanoi, concerning a ~o-calleJ "partial and undatnal 
w1~hdrawal" of Sll\ ict and Vit:tnamc-,e troop" from 
A tghanistan and Kampuchea respectively. In fact. t\\ o 
important recent e\enb in Kampuchea had cau~ed the 
aggres~or to make -,uch a manoeuvre: hi-; defeat in the 
field during the last dry-~ea~on offcn'.I\'e. which had 

re:;.ulted in considerable loss of life, and the formation on 
9 July 1982 of the coalition Government of Democratic 
Kampuchea composed of all national forces opposed to 
foreign aggression. It was against that military and 
political background that the Vietnamese occupier, who 
was completely isolated, sought to deceive the world 
hy announcing a so-called ··partial and unilateral 
withdrawal". 
72. The USSR repre~entative had also said that the 
aggres"nr demanded that the international community 
'>hould discontinue its support of the people of 
Kampuchea and recognize the Vietnamese adminis
tration installed at Phnom Penh. In fact, what the 
aggressor '.'.a~ demanding was nothing les~ than a re\vard 
for aggression. 

73. Hi" delegation wa-, one of tho~e which had expected 
trorn the Soviet Union, a great country, positive contri
bution" designed w reo.,olve the current international 
economic crisi'>. Unfortunately, that was not the case. 
The repre.,entative of the USSR had enabled member.., to 
under\tand why the Rus-;ian people continued to lack 
grain and"' hy the chemical and biological weapons used 
in Kampuchea were manufactured and provided by the 
Sm iet Union. That wa~ the real pomt behind the 
announcement of a so-called "partial withdr<m al". 
Without the $6 million furni:-heJ daily by Mn~cow, the 
Vietnamese occupation would not have la~tcd -;o long and 
without the presence of 250,000 .;,oldier" and thousands of 
Vietnamese aJmini~trati\e pervmnel in Phnom Penh, the 
puppet admini-,tration would have been unable to remam 
m exi~tence for a ~ingle day. 

7-+. Mr. TERREFE (Ethiupia). o;;pea~ing in exercise of 
the right of reply, referred to the allegation.., made again-,t 
hi" country by the ob-;erver for Somalia (39th meeting). It 
"'a~ "'ell known that armed aggre~\lon and repeated 
provocatton~ had ah\av~ come frnm Somaha and not 
Ethiopia. The entire world knew that Ethiopia had been a 
\ ictim ot a ~ene-; pf unprovoked attack;., by ~ucce~"i' e 
regime~ in Somalia, re-,ulting in the de:1th of thou~and" of 
innocent citizens in Ethiopia 

75. Ethiopia re~pecteJ the natiOnal unity and the 
terntorial integrity llf all State-, anJ wa~ not m the habit of 
making \\ ild and un~ub~tantiated accu~atiun-;, a" did the 
regime nf Somalia in order to cover Ib mvn internal 
\\ cakne~"e". includmg el'onomic bankruptcy, political 
di~mtcgratinn ,md the ma,.,s per-.;ecution of religiou-,, 
~tudent and military leader-;. EthlOpia was again,.,t act" of 
aggrc~-.ion and interference in the internal affairs of uther 
State-.. Like all Je\'eloping countrie". it deo.,ired peace and 
tranqui!ltt} in order to tackle It\ own pre~~ing economic 
and \ocial problem .... 

76. It \\a-, therefore ~trange to hear the ob~crYer fpr 
Somalia, who~e regime had cornrnttteJ ~uch na~ed 

aggre-;-,ion again~! Ethiopia. condemn that countn. It 
\\a~ not on I) Ethiopia hut all peace-loving people-, nf the 
\\ orld that '-.trongly condemned Somalia'._ ad\·enturi~tic 
amhitHm~ and repeated ach of armed aggre,.,~ion. 
77 l\1r. REPSDORPH (Denmark). -,peaking in 
e:\erci-,e of the nght of reply on behalf of the member 
State-. of the Eurupean Economic Cummunity. -,aid that 
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the Counc1l of the Europ~an Communities had dccidcd to 
suspend the economic measures adopted ny 11 vis-a-vis 
Argentina a!> from 22 June 198::!. in the expectation that 
there would be no furthe r acts of force in the South 
Atlantic area. T he Cornmunitv and it5 member States 
hoped tha t ho.,tilitie~ had fin a lly ceased in the region. 

7H. Mr. OSMAN (Obse rver for Somalia). !->peaking in 
exercise o f the right of reply. said that lm delegation 
categorically rcjectetl the malicious allegations made 
against his country hy the representative of Ethiopia. who 
hau tried to misrepresent the current si tuation in the Horn 
of Africa. l ie had g1ven a distorted picture of the Somali 
Government'~ po<.ititm in an attempt to mi~lcad public 
opinion with reg:~rd to the rcpre~<>ion and genocidal war 
taking place in Ethiopia Itself. 
7<J. He rejecteu the <~ llegation that a handful of 
dissidents in Somalia was waging a war again~t the Somali 
Government. E thiopian troop~. ~upported h} exrert~ 
from a !)Upc r-Powcr. had been actively involved in the 
fighti ng. wh1ch had resulted in con~iderablc lo~~ of life 
and property. 

XII. E thiopia had denied th~ existence of refugee~. 
However. the fact that million-; of refugees had lied from 
Ethiopia itself was C'l-idcncc of the repre~~ion ta king place 
in that countrv. 

X I. Mr. M ARTINEZ (Arg~::nuna). '~aking in cxerci~e 
of the right of rcpl\', ~aid that it wa-. onlv through the 
colon ial sy~tem thai a Europcun Pnwcr C~)U(d m~intain 
it~elf in a terntorv I ~ .!KlO km :~wav "'hich had been taken 
hy f()fcc from the Argentlllc Repuhlic. It wa-, clear that 
the Mah ina~ had hecn included by the United Kmgdom 
111 the ll~t nf tkpencknt tcrritorie., in rc~pt:ct of wh1ch It 

reported to the A:-~cmhly under Article 73 of the Charter. 
~C. It wa~ ca~~· tou-;c high-'>ounuin!! principk!> to ju-.tify 
aggressiOn. H 1., (io,·e rnme nt had replied to the argu
ment~ <.~ clvanceu hv the Uniteu K.ngdorn 1n the Secunt\· 
Counci l a nd elsewhere . ~ · 

X3 The -.tate ment made h\ h1' dclel!ation at the 39th 
meetinl.! had hccn intended io demon~tratc the lllc!!alitv 
of ccn;omic ag.g.rc,-.ion for pulitJ<.:al n.:a-,on-.. Nothing 1;1 

the reply of the United Kingdom repre!>entati"e nor in 
that of the representative of Denmark . s~akmg ()n 
behalf of the European Economic CommunitY. hat! 
contradicted the Argentine statement. T he objc~tive ()f 

t he l argl.!-~calc military operation undertaken by the 
United Kingdom against Argentina hau been(() restore a 
military situation . The countr ies and organization5 wh1ch 
had impmed sanctions against hi~ country had done so 
exclu~ivc! ly for political reasons and had affirmed a-, much 
on several occasions. Under tht: Charter of th.: United 

' ations. however. onlv the Securitv Council could 
impose ,·ahd sanctions. t't was clcur that Securitv Council 
resolution 5112 ( 19fl2). proposed by the Uni ted Kingdom. 
Ll id not authori7.e that country to become the armed agent 
of the Council. no r had the Council proviued for the 
irnpo~ ition of sanctions against hi~ wuntry. The appli c:~
tion of ee()nomic ~unct ions against Argentina wa-, clearlv 
illegal CCOnOI11iC aggression. ~With the Ulln Of maintaining 
the violation of his countrv 's territoria l mtegritv. The 
Government~ o f Latin A1;1enca and the n~n-~li~ned 
movement had recognized that fact and the Econ~mic 
anu Social Counci l. as a principal organ of the G eneral 
A~!'>crnbly . cou ld not ignore the quc!'- tion of ec(momic 
aggrc~~ion. o f which. rnorcm·er. Argentina wa~ nm the 
!>Ole victim. 

~.f. Mr. TERREFE (Ethiopta). ~peaking m exerctse of 
the right of reply. ~aid that hi~ delegation condemned the 
attitude -,hown hy the ohscrver for Somali<~ ami rcJ.:CteJ 
the a llegatiOn~ made hy hun . 
H5. lr. OSMr\ (Oh-.crwr for Somalia). ~peaking in 
e\.:n:i..,e of the right of reply. ~aid th<Jt in h1~ earlier 
remark~. he had mere )\· been ~ta ting fach. A Gm.:rn
ment like that of F.thk1pia wa-.; m;t in a pn'>illon tn 
condemn other-. for the per ... i-,tent ,·iolauon nf inter
natinnal principle, ~~r tn claim that it wa~ peace-Ill\ ing. 
while it \\ a ' actually cngageu in cnmn11tt111g aggre~~i\'c 
ach again~t Soma lia. The Ethtopian reprc-,cntati \c cou ld 
n()t t.leny the fact~ nr histnry. 

The lll <'etill,~ row (It 6JJ5 p.m. 




