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RECOMVENDATI ONS FOR:

(a) STRENGTHENI NG | NTERNATI ONAL COOPERATI ON I N THE FI ELD OF HUVAN RIGHTS I N
CONFORM TY W TH THE CHARTER OF THE UNI TED NATI ONS AND W TH | NTERNATI ONAL
HUVAN RI GHTS | NSTRUMENTS;

(b) ENSURI NG THE UNI VERSALI TY, OBJECTIVITY AND NON- SELECTIVITY OF THE
CONSI DERATI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS | SSUES

(c) ENHANCI NG THE EFFECTI VENESS OF UNI TED NATI ONS ACTI VI TI ES AND MECHANI SMVS

(d) SECURI NG THE NECESSARY FI NANCI AL AND OTHER RESOURCES FOR UNI TED NATI ONS
ACTIVITIES I N THE AREA OF HUMAN RI GHTS

Note by the secretari at

Addendum

1. The attention of the Wrld Conference on Hunman rights is drawn to the
attached subm ssion fromthe NGO |iaison group, which is to be added to the
final report of the NGO Forum"All Human Rights for All" which was held at
Vienna from 10 to 12 June 1993.

2. The additional text, which contains the preanble and the recomendati ons,
is attached hereto.

VIE. 93-241 (E)
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Preanbl e

1. In the time that has el apsed since the International Conference on Hunman
Ri ghts (Tehran, 1968), there have been nmaj or advances in standard-setting,
both nationally and internationally (covenants, agreenents, declarations,

resol utions, laws, decrees, etc.). There has also been a notable increase in
the noral, social and | egal weight attaching to the presence, activities and
resol utions of various United Nations bodies - in particular the Comm ssion on
Human Ri ghts and some of the reports of its special rapporteurs - and other

i nternational bodies.

2. The preoccupation with and grow ng influence of hunman rights over this
peri od have been visible in the establishnment, growmh and activities of an
ever greater nunber of non-governnmental organizations which, through their
efforts to pronote and defend human rights in their respective countries,
regi onal ly and worl dwi de, and through their |audable supply of informtion
wi t hout which the international systemwould be largely ineffectual, play a
decisive role. A variety of social sectors and urban- and rural - based
grass-roots novenments have |ikew se been key agents in the course of the
struggle to promote and uphol d human rights. Special nention should be nmade
of the enornmous contribution made by indi genous and bl ack peoples to the
devel opnent of our societies through their diversity of cultures and forns of
soci al organization, and of the involvenent of social novenments and sectors
wagi ng their own canpaigns to assert human rights traditionally denied them

3. Real safeguards for fornally established rights are neverthel ess stil
very insufficient or restricted. Even sone decisions by United Nations bodies
are nmappi ng a course counter to the advances nmade in the field of human rights
so far.

4, Furthernore, grave violations of human rights still occur; in past
decades dictatorial reginmes were nmainly responsible, but in recent years they
have been witnessed in restrictive neo-liberal denocracies under new fornms

of authoritariani smengendering corruption, violence and inmpunity.
Characteristic of such situations are the harsh adjustnent policies adopted by
virtually all countries, which significantly affect the enjoynent and exercise
of economc, social, cultural and environmental rights, further restricting
the application of civil and political rights and the rights of peoples.

5. Forei gn debt, whose illegitimacy is anply proven, is used as a neans of
putting firmpressure on States' domestic and external policies and forcing
themto adopt econom ¢ nmeasures for structural adjustment. These measures,
which mrror the laws of a market dominated by the big nonopolies, affect the
sel f-determ nati on of peoples and States and sacrifice popul ar needs at the
al tar of supposed econom ¢ growth which, when it does occur, does nothing to
i mprove living standards for the population at |arge but increases the
concentration of wealth, unenploynent, marginalization and the decline in
human and envi ronnmental health while exacerbating viol ence and di scrim nation

6. The adj ustment policies inposed restrict thenselves to narrow ng workers
rights and reduci ng wages and soci al safeguards, virtually elimnating welfare
and taxing workers' incomes in order to increase businesses' profits and force
down the prices of products for export, to the benefit of transnationa
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corporations, as part of an international distribution of |abour which
accent uat es dependency on the industrialized countries of the North and
reduces fiscal deficits in order to pay off external debts. This puts
peopl e's survival at risk and damages the denocratic process, given the
acknow edged indivisibility of econonic, social and cultural, civil and
political rights.

7. National Iy, the application of national and international human rights
standards is affected in practice by:

(a) States' failure to honour their obligations as guarantors of these
rights;

(b) The i nmpunity enjoyed by those guilty of systematic and massive
violations of the nost rudinmentary rights of the individual and of peoples
(through conceal nent of the facts; CGovernnment conplicity with the armed forces
or police; ammesties and pardons; or weakness and/or corruption in the
judiciary) is a growing tragedy on our continent since it obstructs justice
and often prevents the truth from becom ng known, encourages the recurrence of
such crimes and underm nes the foundations of the denpbcratic system damagi ng
the noral framework of conmunal, civilized life, legitimzing | egal inequality
and serving to belittle the seriousness of such violations;

(c) The persistence and/or resurgence of authoritarian practices and
regi mes which violate fundamental human rights and popul ar sovereignty in the
sense of real, effective participation by the general public in
deci si on- naki ng;

(d) Failure to dismss those responsible for violations of human rights
fromthe armed and security forces and to punish them and the continued
training of the armed forces and security forces in accordance with pl ans,
nmet hods, practices and ideol ogies which hold State terrorismto be justified;

(e) The doctrines, views and practices of the arnmed forces, in so far
as they are incompatible with the true expression of popul ar sovereignty;

(f) Recourse to "states of emergency”, both to prevent the denocratic
exercise of rights and to inpose soci o-econonic policies which mainly hurt the
public at |arge;

(9) Failure to apply international agreenents that have been ratified;

(h) The grow ng and dangerous tendency for power to be concentrated in
the hands of the executive at the expense of the authority of the |legislature
and judiciary, which markedly affects the bal ance of power underlying any
denocratic formof government and the validity of a State ruled by |aw,

(i) Penal systens whose four basic elements - the |law, the
adm ni stration of justice, police practice and the prison system- are
constant sources of human rights violations, and which affect the poorest and
nost di scrim nat ed-agai hst sectors of society;
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(j) Violation of the principle of legality owing to the absence or
i neffectiveness of the supervisory machinery required in a State ruled by | aw,
some areas being subject to no control whatsoever;

(k) The crisis in representative denocracy ow ng, anmong ot her things,
to the existence of flawed el ectoral systens and practices and failure to
honour undert aki ngs given, thus distorting the expression of popular wll,
depriving Governments of their legitimcy and weakening the denocratic system

(1) Structural adjustnent policies applied by Governnments whi ch have
resulted in increased poverty and social inequality in the region; nodels are
bei ng applied which take it for granted that the majority, or very large
sectors, of the population will be marginalized in perpetuity;

(m The persistence of sex discrimination in various areas of wonmen's
lives, taking the formof limtations and restrictions on their personal,
fam ly, economc, political, social, legal and cultural affairs, ignoring or
obstructing their involvenent in the devel opnent process;

(n) The persistence of ethnic and racial discrimnination against and
econom ¢, social and cultural exploitation of indigenous and bl ack peopl es,
who suffer di sappearances, killings, persecution and denial of their rights to
self-determination, |and, the pursuit and devel opnent of their culture and
soci al and economi ¢ organi zation and the mai ntenance of their natura
environnent, on which their ability to survive depends;

(0) Di scrimnati on agai nst, and description of, elenents as
"di scountable" - frequently used to deprive children of respect for their
basic rights, denying themthe capacity to take action at law, in contrast to
public awareness that children are the future of society;

(p) Non-international arned conflicts and/or systematic violations of
human rights and the rules of international humanitarian law, giving rise to
i nternal popul ation shifts which are not recogni zed or protected under the
human rights system

(a) The unfair farm situation whereby ownership is concentrated, and
repressive policies by CGovernments which hinder access by peasants to |and,
driving them away towards the | arge urban poverty belts.

8. Internationally, the applicability of norns enshrining human rights is
affected by the follow ng factors:

(a) Violations of the right of peoples to self-determ nation and the
principles of sovereign equality of States and non-interference by one State
inthe internal affairs of another, taking the formof mlitary aggression
i nvasion and territorial occupation, econonm c pressure and financial,
commer ci al and econoni c bl ockades with the ai mof inposing one country's wll
upon anot her and effecting change within it; |ikew se, assertion of the right
to abduct individuals across national borders so that they can be tried
out side the proper jurisdiction. The continued existence of col onial
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dom nation over sone peoples, constituting a violation of their fundanmental
right to i ndependence and inpeding the pronotion of human rights and econonic,
soci al and cultural devel opnent;

(b) Failure by nunerous States to ratify international human rights
agreenments, or ratification subject to reservations;

(c) Assessnent according to different criteria of human rights
violations in different countries, depending on whether they belong to a
particul ar bloc, region, |evel of developnent or institutional nodel, as a
result of which certain States escape accusation at all although grave
viol ations affecting the native population or the rights of foreigners, ethnic
mnorities or emgrants, do occur w thin them

(d) Li kewi se, the selective treatnent by the Security Council for
purely political reasons of situations constituting grave violations of
i nternational |aw and breaches of the Charter of the United Nations, this
bei ng nmade easier by the maintenance of the permanent nenbers' anti-denocratic
prerogative of the veto and by the nunmber of pernanent nenbers;

(e) Failure to act on the judgnents of the International Court of
Justice, which becone declaratory when they go agai nst a permanent nenber of
the Security Council;

(f) Failure by certain menber countries to contribute to the financia
support of the United Nations system and the small proportion of resources
all ocated to human rights;

(9) The fact that sonme procedures for protecting human rights, such as
Econoni ¢ and Soci al Council resolution 1503 (XLVIII1), are ineffective owing to
their politicized nature, absolute confidentiality, the absence of any
chal | enge mechani sm and the rigid annual deadlines governi ng proceedi ngs;

(h) Poor coordination, both within the Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts and
anong the various United Nations bodies working in this field;

(i) Reports and pronouncements by the United Nations Devel opnent
Programe and United Nations bodies such as the International Mnetary Fund
and the Wrld Bank which pronote adjustnent plans, thereby legitimzing the
vi ol ati on of human rights;

(j) The di sturbing tendency of States which violate hunman rights to
formincreasing solid and close alliances in order to neutralize the
i nternational systemfor the protection of human rights;

(k) G owing inequality in international trade, the decline in ternms of
trade to the detrinent of dependent countries, and the permanent transfer of
resources to industrialized countries, resulting in the needi est countries
fi nanci ng of the "devel oped" ones, accentuating the technol ogi cal divide and
di fferences in standards of |iving between them
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(1) Failure by the economically powerful countries to honour their
obligation to contribute a percentage of their gross donestic product to
econom ¢ and soci al devel opnent in the | east devel oped countri es;

(m Failure to recogni ze that gender-unequal relationships based on
sexual differences lead to a failure to recognize wonen's rights as
i nal i enabl e hurman ri ghts;

(n) The absence of effective responses on the part of international
regi onal and national bodies to violations of wonen's fundanmental rights and
gender - based vi ol ence;

(0) The resurgence of racism taking the formof deteriorating
conditions and living standards for the ethnic groups discrimnated agai nst,
anong whom the ni grant popul ati on, wonen, and children are particularly
seriously affected. On the other hand, racismalso has a bearing on
violations of the right to life of these ethnic groups inasnuch as they -
particularly the young - are the victins of prejudice which identifies them as
violent and/or crimnals. Slavery, trafficking in human beings and the use of
humans in scientific experiments are also reprehensible manifestations of this
situation;

(p) The constant degradation of the environnment as a result of the
irrational exploitation of natural resources in developing countries and their
use as dumps for waste fromindustrialized countries, the siting of polluting
i ndustry in devel oping countries, and the marketing by transnationa
corporations of genetic material, making for a | oss of sovereignty and greater
t echnol ogi cal dependence.

Recomrendat i ons

1. De-politicization of decisions and investigative, nonitoring and
supervi sory machi nery, establishing clear criteria for independence in the
sel ection of rapporteurs and experts.

2. A review of the advisory services of the Centre for Human Ri ghts so that,
t hrough cl oser coordination with special rapporteurs, such services are
provided only if the Government assisted undertakes to inprove the hunman
rights situation in its country substantially under the supervision of an

i ndependent expert who will report to the Conmi ssion on Human Rights. Failure
to honour such an undertaking should result in the suspension of advisory
services and the appoi ntnent of a special rapporteur for the country.

3. Repl acenent of the procedure established under Economic and Socia
Counci|l resolution 1503 (XLVIII) by another, public, mechani smwhich avoids
selectivity and subjectivity in its decisions.

4. Strengt heni ng and expansi on of the nandates of special and country
rapporteurs and worki ng groups, enpowering themto conduct investigations on
their own initiative, in particular in order to provide victins with swift and
ef fective protection
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5. Elimi nati on of obstacles to swift, direct access by victinms of human
rights violations and non-governnental organizations to the various bodi es and
conmittees within the worl dwi de system

6. A repetition of the United Nations Observer Mssion in El Sal vador
experinment in other countries with donmestic armed conflicts in order to enable
the United Nations to neet its goals of peaceful nediation and to cooperate in
bringing the parties to the conflict to heed and respect internationa

hurmani tari an | aw.

7. Expansi on of the mandate of and resources available to the

Speci al Rapporteur on human rights and states of enmergency in order to enable
hi m her to oversee the protection of human rights in such situations,
receiving reports, forwarding themto the Governnent concerned, providing good
of fices and reporting to the Comm ssion

8. Requi ri ng the Special Rapporteur on the realization of econonic, socia
and cultural rights to produce a conspectus of United Nations outlines and
studies on the effects of structural adjustnent policies on the status of
worren and children

9. Appoi ntment of a special rapporteur to report on violations of the human,
civil, political and cultural rights of the black popul ation

Nat i onal

1. Al power in the State should derive fromdenocratic bases; there should

be absol ute respect for popul ar sovereignty, increased individual and public

i nvol venent in political decisions and their execution through the
establishnment of direct and quasi-direct forns of denobcracy, this being
understood as a society where relations are based on the principles of

freedom equality, solidarity, diversity and participation. This will require
nmachi nery to ensure that those elected to carry out the voters' mandate are
hel d accountabl e and are susceptible to recall

2. | ndependent administration of justice, and the strengthening of such
i ndependence through a systemfor the inpartial appointnment and renoval of
judges and officials, with safeguards for the application of constitutiona
rights and access to justice for all, male or fenale.

3. El ected and appointed State officials nmust be subject to the |Iaw, and
public oversight machinery for State and parastatal bodies and enterprises
provi di ng public services nust be strengthened and expanded.

Internationally

1. Ratification by all States of covenants and instrunents for the
protection of human rights, without reservations detracting fromtheir
efficacity. The regular transm ssion of requests by the General Assenbly and
t he Conmi ssion on Human Rights that States which have not ratified them shoul d
explain their reluctance to do so.
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2. Reassertion of the principles of respect for national sovereignty,
territorial integrity and non-interference by any State in another's interna
affairs.

3. Reassertion of the principle that States bear sole and excl usive
responsibility for guaranteeing the applicability of human rights.

4, Condemmation of terrorismas a reprehensible practice, clearly
contradictory to respect for human rights, whether practised by States or by
peri pheral criminal groups. The label of terrorismnmay not be applied
indiscrimnately to political offences nor to the legitimate right of peoples
to dissent.

5. Lawful use of force by States nust respect fundanental rights, and use
shoul d not be nade of private or parastatal groups or support fromthem

6. Reassertion of the legitimate right of peoples to rebel against
Covernments which conmit nass, systematic and flagrant violations of human
rights and hinder the free expression of popular sovereignty.

7. Special attention to the violence generated by the traffic in and ill ega
use of drugs, given their nunerous adverse effects on the applicability of
human rights, both as regards the right to life, and the weakening of the
constitutional State. Means of dealing with this problemnust avoid the
mlitarization of society and the intervention of the arned forces or the
police. Natural substances such as coca | eaves nust be excluded from current
policies crimnalizing their use, and treaties in this connection revised in
particul ar the United Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropi c Substances (Vienna 1988).

8. Adoption of a Convention on enforced di sappearances which will treat this
of fence in particular as a crinme against humanity. Reinforcenment and

ext ensi on of the nmandate of the Wrking Goup on Enforced D sappearances so
that its activities will be rapid and efficient, giving it increased powers to
expedite its prevention and investigation work in order to bring to trial and
sentence the perpetrators of such crines

9. Confirmation that any ammesty, pardon or other nechani sm affording

i mpunity to those responsible for serious human rights violations is null and
voi d, and support for the work currently being done in this regard by the
Sub- Comi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities.

10. Protection of the environment as an indivisible and interdependent right
like all others. Differences in the distribution of environnental wealth,
costs, damages and risks anmpbng countries, in different sectors of society,
nmust be taken into consideration in order to establish the responsibility to
be borne by those responsible for their deterioration over tine. The

devel oped countries nust al so accept their share of responsibility for
conserving the environment in devel oping countries.

11. Assertion of the rights to commruni cation, investigation and reception of
i nformation and opi nions. Establishnent of the obligation of Menber States to
repeal all official censorship machinery and all penal neasures which inply
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special protection for public officials in order to guarantee infornmationa
pluralism facilitating access to the nmass nmedia by public nedia

organi zations, granting fixed slots in the State-run nedia, and ensuring
pluralist adm nistration of the State nmedi a separate from Gover nnment al

aut hority.

12. I ncreased contributions, and paynent of contributions, to the United
Nations Voluntary Fund for Victins of Torture, extending it to cover victins
of other serious human rights violations and their relatives.

13. Preservation of the authority of the worl dwi de systemto require States
to respect international human rights law, the violation of which cannot take
refuge in reasons of State sovereignty.

14. Condemmati on of policies of social cleansing which take such forns as the
physi cal extermination of prostitutes, honosexuals, |eshians, street children
and ot her social groups agai nst which society discrininates.

15. Protection of children and young people who are victins of arned
conflicts, displaced by political violence, or abandoned. Condemation of the
traffic in children, fal se adoptions, denial of their identity, sale of their
organs, prostitution and all other forns of abuse detrinmental to their

devel opnent and categori zation of these violations as nmass violations of the
human rights of children, so that the reception of conplaints, the

i mpl enentati on of activities and the devel opnent of preventive neasures wl|l
be given priority attention by the international and nmultilateral bodies of
the United Nations system

16. Inpartial inplenmentation of the rules on the protection of human rights,
avoi ding the use of different criteria according as the State accused bel ongs
to one bloc or region, or depending on its |evel of devel opnent or
institutional structure.



