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GENERAL DEBATE ON THE PROGRESS MADE I N THE FI ELD OF HUMAN RI GHTS SI NCE THE
ADOPTI ON OF THE UNI VERSAL DECLARATI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS AND ON THE
| DENTI FI CATI ON OF OBSTACLES TO FURTHER PROGRESS IN THI S AREA AND WAYS

IN VWH CH THEY CAN BE OVERCOME

CONSI DERATI ON OF THE RELATI ONSHI P BETWEEN DEVELOPMENT, DEMOCRACY AND

THE UNI VERSAL ENJOYMENT COF ALL HUVAN RI GHTS, KEEPI NG | N VI EW THE

| NTERRELATI ONSHI P AND | NDI VI SI BI LI TY OF ECONOM C, SOCI AL, CULTURAL,
CVIL AND POLI TI CAL RI GHTS

CONSI DERATI ON OF CONTEMPORARY TRENDS | N AND NEW CHALLENGES TO THE
FULL REALI ZATI ON OF ALL HUVAN RI GHTS OF WOVEN AND MEN, | NCLUDI NG
THOSE OF PERSONS BELONG NG TO VULNERABLE GROUPS

RECOMVENDATI ONS FOR:  (a) STRENGTHENI NG | NTERNATI ONAL COCPERATI ON I N THE

FI ELD OF HUVAN RI GHTS | N CONFORM TY W TH THE CHARTER OF THE UNI TED NATI ONS

AND W TH | NTERNATI ONAL HUVAN RI GHTS | NSTRUMENTS; (b) ENSURI NG THE

UNI VERSALI TY, CBJECTIVITY AND NON- SELECTI VI TY OF THE CONSI DERATI ON CF

HUMAN RI GHTS | SSUES; (c) ENHANCI NG THE EFFECTI VENESS OF UNI TED NATI ONS

ACTI VI TIES AND MECHANI SM5; (d) SECURI NG THE NECESSARY FI NANCI AL AND OTHER
RESOQURCES FOR UNI TED NATI ONS ACTIVITIES IN THE AREA OF HUMAN RI GHTS

Note by the Secretary-Cenera

Letter dated 21 June 1993 fromthe Permanent Representative of the Russian
Federation to the International O ganizations in Vienna addressed to the
Secretary-General of the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts

| have the honour to forward to you the statenent of the Foreign Mnistry
of the Russian Federation concerning the violation of human rights of the
et hni ¢ Russi ans in Estoni a.

| ask you to distribute it as an official docunment of the Wrld
Conference on Human Rights in all United Nations official |anguages.

(Signed) Y. Zaitsev

VIE. 93-392 (E)
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STATEMENT BY THE M NI STRY OF FORElI GN AFFAI RS OF RUSSI A

Legi sl ation recently adopted or currently under discussion by the
Parliament of Estonia and decisions by |ocal Estonian authorities have led to
a serious aggravation of the situation around the Russian troops tenporarily
stationed in the Estonian Republic and have further exacerbated the plight of
t he non-i ndi genous popul ation, particularly Russi an-speakers.

We nust regretfully accept that the worst fears are coming true: the
authorities in Tallinn are heading towards confrontati on. The adm ssion of
Estonia into the Council of Europe has not been taken as an advance on or
incentive to inprovenents in the situation of the population, but as a
"bl essing" on the creation of a nono-ethnic state in Estonia. Having passed a
di scrimnatory | aw whi ch deni ed the Russi an-speaki ng popul ation the right to
be elected to | ocal governnent bodies, the State Assenbly of the Estonian
Republi ¢ has adopted in first reading a draft |aw on foreigners which
conpletely disregards the existing realities in the country and proclains all
non-citizens of Estonia to be aliens with no residence permt, i.e. in effect,
illegal imrigrants. |If this law enters into force, hundreds of thousands of
people in Estonia will be deprived of social guarantees and dooned to live
wi thout political rights; they will face additional obstacles in gaining
entitlenent to reside and work there. No doubt, this will nmake the threat of
donestic conflict quite real

Furthernore, unprecedented attenpts are being made to put pressure on the
Russian mlitary. Tallinn Gty Council has adopted a decision declaring nul
and void all docunents, including residence registration papers authorizing
servi cemen and enpl oyees of Russian Defence Mnistry enterprises to live
there. City authorities intend "to arrange for the liberation of the seized
apartments in cooperation with the police". Earlier, a simlar decision
affecting retired Russian servicenen and their famlies was adopted in the
town of Tartu.

These neasures are being taken against the background of a hardening
Estoni an position in the interstate talks, revived territorial clains to
Russi an | ands, and ever nore frequent, public anti-Russian statements by
Estoni an | eaders.

Tallinn's policy of confrontation and contrived worsening of relations
wi th Russia may have serious consequences not only for our two countries, but
for the Baltic region as a whole. The Estonian side will bear ful
responsibility for the consequences, whose inpact will also be felt by those
foreign partners of Estonia who today turn a blind eye to instances of
aggressive nationalismin that country and rashly support the dangerous policy
pursued by Tallinn.

The Mnistry of Foreign Affairs of Russia calls upon the authorities in
t he Estonian Republic to display commonsense and statesmanlike wi sdom to stop
the slide towards a dangerous stand-off with Russia, and to prevent an
inter-ethnic explosion in their own country. W express the hope that al
denocratic countries and influential international organizations, whose
nmenber ship requirenments Estonia nust faithfully comply with, will add their
own authoritative voices on this matter



