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(a) OFFICE OF THE UNITED NATIONS DISASTER RELIEF CO-ORDINATOR (c.~r&&n~@e.d)
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1 . m. N’GgEGAI (Centra l  Afr ican Republ ic)  sa id  that  most  delegat ions  had
referrad t o  a n  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s  a n d  h a d  n o t e d  t h a t
a  s imilar  t rend was not  ye t  d iscernib le  in  current  economic  re la t ions ,  which
heavi ly  penal ised  the  developing countr ies , pa r t i cu l a r ly  t hose  in  Af r i ca ,

2, The Central African Republic, which waa one of the least developed countries,
bes ides  being land- locked, could  not  on  i t s  own crea te  and organize  the  condi t ions
necessary for i t s  reconst ruct ion  and development , That had been the reason for the
adopt ion of  the  specia l  programme of  economic ass is tance to  the  Centra l  Afr ican
Republ ic ,  for  which the  Government  had expressed i t s  s incere  gra t i tude  to  the
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  comnluni  ty, It had initiated a programme of economic and social
recovery focusing mainly  on the  key development  sectors  such as  heal th ,  educat ion,
ag r i cu l tu r e  and  road  i n f r a s t ruc tu re , A round table on the Central African Republic
had also been held in Geneva in 1987 under the auspices of UNDP and wi+.h the
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of  d o n o r s , s i nce  t he  e f fo r t s  unde r t aken  by  t he  coun t ry ,  pa r t i cu l a r ly
in  t he  a r ea  o f  s t r uc tu r a l  ad ju s tmen t , h a d  e a r n e d  i t  b o t h  b i l a t e r a l  a n d  mult.ilntcral
suppor t .

3 . However, t he  coun ty ry ’ s  e conomic  s i t ua t i on  ca l l ed  fo r  groator  e f fo r t s  i f  thu
Government was to have any hope of achieving its dovolopment targets, The collapao
in  the  pr ices  of  the  main  commodi t ies  such as  cot ton  and coffss  and the  consequent
sha rp  f a l l  i n  expor t  e a rn ings , the  high propor t ion of  the  budget  earmarkod for  debt
s e r v i c i n g , the  inadequate  f lows of  external  f inancing and exchange-rata
f l uc tua t i ons , were all  factors impeding the improvement of the economy and the
resumption of growth, The ass is tance of  the  in ternat ional  communi ty  was  therefort?
essential, as  s ta ted in  the  Secretary-General’s  repor t  on specia l  programmes of
economic ass is tance  (A/43/483). I t  was  fo r  t ha t  r e a son  t ha t  h i s  de l ega t i on  hoped
tha t  t he  ea s ing  o f  po l i t i c a l  tonsion  a n d  t h e  dosire t o  p r o m o t e  international
economic co-operation would prompt the international commun.it.y  to support 13~~x1  mars
ac t i ve ly  t he  e f fo r t s  o f  coun t r i e s  such  a s  t he  Cen t r a l  Af r i can  Repub l i c  t o  st.:abilize
their economies,

/ . . I
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4, M r . ,  ( M a l d i v e s )  oxprrsred  h i s  apptociation t o  t h r  United Nation@
system for its efforts in arsiating  drvoloping  aountrior  aonfrontod by natural
dirastars. He  pa id  spec ia l  t r ibute  to  the Socrrtary-Goneral  for  the urgent
attention he had personally accordrd to  the probloma o i  Maldivra. Coaatal dofonao
was a matter of the utmort importance for Maldivor, rime the l voraga elevation  of
the iulandc comprising the arohipolaqo  war two matrrr above mea level, He reoallrd
the extensive damage caured  by the tidal rwollr in 1987. The main island, Meld,
had been particularly hard hit in that one quartor of the urban land had boon
flooded end 30 per c e n t  o f  the land raalaimed over the proaeding 8evoa yyrarr had
been washed away. Harboura, breakwatoro, boatr and a number of houaor  had alao
been badly damaged. Cropa and vegetation had been affected by raltwator
encroachment . Throughout the country, beacher had born damaged, reaultiag in a
lose of  earnings for  the tourirt industry, one of the main-stay@  of the l uonomy.

5, I;n addressing the General Asrembly in 1906, the Proridont of thr Republia  of
Maldives had emphasised the diaaetroua  conrepuencrr  of a goarral riro in oaean
levels for the world ae a wholo and for his country in particular. On that
occiwlon, he had requested the genrrour rrrirtanco of the developed  countrior and
international  organiaationr in taking prrventivo  mearuror. Hia dologation  wirhad
to  expreos i t s  uincera  grat i tude  t o  there fr iendly  countrior and in ternat iona l
sgencies  which had responded to that appeal, and in  particular to  the Qovornment  of
Japsn for the support which it was currently providing 81 part of a major coartal
defence project. However, the arsirtanco received thus far waI far below the lavel
needed even for the most urgent needs, l e t  alono for  a  l ong- term rtrategy for  the
creation of a nationwide coastal defence ryrtem, Further romourooa muat  be
mobilised in the near future rimply  to completr the work already begun. Hi8
Qovernment  was thus compelled to appeal again to the genorority of the
international community, At the  preaeding  soorion, Preridant Mamoon  Abdul Qayron
had stated that the rich and developed countrier wore b&tot equipped to doal with
the consequences of a rim in the level of the ma. Aa the rmall oountrira wore
very vulnerable, they must concentrate their offortr on prrvontion. Howovor,
MalUive~  lacked the economic,  technical  and technological  roaources to  undortakr
auab large-.saals action alone and to prevent a catartrophe for whioh it wore not
reapon thle.

6. AH  nr:atnd  in the Secretory-General’ report on rpecial  arrimtaace  to Maldives
(A/43/703),  his Government wJrrhed  to organise  a round tablr early in 1989 under the
RUH~ICWR  o f  UNIIP, At that meeting, it would Nubmit a national plan of action
dof ining the country’ 8 technicaJ , f inancial  and material  needs, The donor
count.ries  and lnteinational  organisationr  w e r e  i n v i t e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  a c t i v e l y  i n
that round table.

7, Despite ite vary precarious economic ri tuation ar a #mall,  leart doveloped
iolancl  State, Msldlvete had alwayo rorponded favourebly to other countrirr appeal@
Lot emergency nasistance. It  would continue to do 60 as far  a8 itr reaourcee
permit.ted.

8. In conclusion, he expreooed  the hope that the international community would
contribute generously to aesfrt hix Government in repairing the damaqo caused by
the tidal swallx of  1987 and ensuring effect ive preventive measures  for  the future,

/ . . .
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9, Mr. (Cmeohomlovakia)  maid that the introduatory  mtatrmont by the
United Nationr  Dirramtor  Roliof Co-ordinator had refloated thr growing involvmment
of thr United Nationm in thm arma  of dimamtmr rrliof and l poaial l morgenoy
ammimtanae,

10. Him delegation wimhed  to reiterate itr rupport for the work dono  by UNDRO in
Looping with it8 mandate. During the procoding  yoarr Cmecho~:lovakia had improved
the proaodurr for reporting on itr bilateral  humanitarian and dimamtor relief
ammimtance, am the Qeneral Aammmbly  had roquaated in it8 romolution 411201, and
plannod to  improve the f low of information furthrr. Doaument A/43/402 provided
information on Csochomlovakia’m  economic and humanitarian ammimtance to dovolopinq
aountriem, which had amounted to 1,03 par cent of the aountry’m national income for
1987 I

11, The n e w  arrangemontm  for implomanting  Qrneral  Ammombly  romolution 421433 did
not imply any chanqom  in the mandatma of the rolovant bodiom of the United Nationm
mymtom,  including UNDRO, Him doloqation had talon note with intrramt of the joint
UNDPNNDRO  tark forae l rtablirhed to work out improved moahanimmm  for co-operation
in thr area  of dimamtor relief, dimaater  mitigation and roaovoryl The tamk force'm
report reaffirmed the guiding principlem of United Nationm offortmr rerpect for
State movrreignty  and the reaponaibility of roaipirnt Oovorwnontm for rrquemtinq
and co-ordinatinq mmmimtanao. The report almo aontainod a number of important
muqqemtionm  for improving the ao-ordination and dimmomination  of information,

12. Him delegation had beon a mponmor of Qenoral  Ammembly remolution 421169,
proclaiming the 199Oa  aa the International  Doaado  for Natural Dimamter  Reduction.
The informmtion provided in the Searotary-Qonoral’m  progrorr report on that l ubject
(A/43/723) confirmed the mod to l tronqthon international co-oprration in that
area. Stepm had already beon taken within the United Nationm to emtablimh an
effective  frmmework  conminting  of the  mteorinq  aornmittee  and the  in ternat iona l
ah group of expert@ o n  thr Dmaado. The participation of a highly qualified
Cmeahomlovak expert warn aura to aontributo  to the work of that group. Him
delegation  believed that the group had an l xtromoly important rolo to play in
launching the Decade, Work l hould focum on the formulation of balanced
recommendations  and the  achiovmmont of  a  oonmonmum, Him Qovornmont  was currently
exploring the pommibility of l mtablimhing a co-ordinatinq body for the Decade.

13. L_-.IAPBORO  (Indonemia)  maid that the rrportm before thm Committee on dimamter
relief and mpecial  progrmmmoa  of l uonomic ammimtance attomted  to the growing
importance of humanitarian relief. They almo mhowod that dimamtsr rel ief  wmm
becoming increasingly international in nature and that UNDRO warn being called upon
to play a focal role in co-ordinating the l ffortm of the United Nationm oymtem.
The biennium 1986-1987 had bmea  particularly difficult for UNDRO, The number of
emergency situations it had had to deal with had increamed while it8 budget and
staff had grown smaller, Him delegation war encouraged to note that the Qeneral
Assembly and the Secretary-General had reaffirmed the importance of the Office’s
mandate.

/ . . .
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14. The co-ordination of dirarter relief wa8 indrod the core of UNDRO activitier,
While the period 1986-1987 had once  again boon dominatrd by l mergoncy rituationr  in
Africa, othrr dicrrters rhould also be noted: flood8 in Bangladesh, drought and
locurt infsdtation in Africa and the recant hurricane8 in the Caribbean and Latin
America. To be BUCCOIIfUl, rllhf OpOratiOn8  mU8t  combine rpeed and l ffeCtivenO88
in mobilising a n d  co-ordinating roaource8, which war why tne inter-agenay
conrultation proceer wa8 important , The port-operation l valurrtion procedure,
carried out in conrultation with all the partier  ooncerned,  including
reprorentatives of ncrtional  emorgoncy relief 8erViCe8, wa8 another helpful
mechanism.

15, UNDRO had a second function: diraster mitigation through prevention and
preparednesr . While 1008  virible,  dirarter mit igat ion war growing in
riqnificance, In recent years@  it had become clear that the effect8 of dirarterr
had been far more pronounced in the developing countrier than ia the developed
countries , Through adequate prevention and preparednorm mea8uxer, there effect8
would be largely avoided, The countrier of the A88ociation of $OUth-Ea8t Alian
Nation8 (ASEAN)  were well aware of that fact. Conrequently, they had l 8tablishad
the Alian Disaster Preparednerr Centre at the Alian Inrtitute of Technology at
Bangkok in 1986, I n  his  in troductory  rtatement, t h e  Unitrd Nation8 Di8a8ter  Relief
Co-ordinatur had described a counter-dirarter campaign that would have three
elements i an international  strategy, international  rolidarity and eff ic ient  and
co-ordinated action when a disaster occurredr Hi8 delegation believed that ouch an
approach would prove both beneficial and tort-effective. The International Decade
for Natural Disaster Reduction would also promote prevention. One of the main
goal8 of the Decade should be the closing of the qap in dirartor and emergency
information and knowledge between the developed and developing countrier.
DemOn8tratiOn  projects should also be developed during the Decade,

16, Dieaster-related  information, the third area with which VNDRO  activitier
dea l t ,  was l ikewise  of  the  utmost  neceosfty. To achieve masimum  l ffectiveners,
UNDRO must be able to collect, evaluate and promptly dirreminate all relevant
information, His delegation warn pleased to note that the use of di8a8tOr  situation
reports (SITREPS) wee becoming wide8pread, that the number of requeltr for
information from national disaster offices had increared and that rpecialirtr  were
increasinyly  making visits to consult the UNDRO Reference Centre and  Data Bank.
His delegation also welcomed the recent establishment of an information network for
international disaster management (VNDRONET),

17. Indonesia was no stranger to natural disasters, being s i tuated in 8 volcanic
region, Consequently, the country had special dirarter-mitigation  needrl early
warning sys terns, enhanced preparedness, and training and education programmes. Hie
delegation concurred with the Co-ordinator’s recommendation that disaster
mitigation strategies should be incorporated in national development plane, Such a
project  involving four minietrieu, had been implemented in Indonesia. Almost 200
national and preventions1 dieaeter  management officials had already been trained.
In addit ion,  measures had been identif ied for inclurion in the i:ountry’s  next
five-year development pSan.

/ I . .
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18, Special arrirtance  programmer  had originally been croatod  to ra8pOnd  to
rpeaial s i t u a t i o n 8  whiah neither f e l l  w i t h i n  t h e lield of aativitg of a rpecifio
body nor were adequately co-ordinated. The f a c t  that emergency rituationr had been
seriously aggravated by the international economic cririr in rscrnt year8
demoartr8tod  the need for political will and a8rirtanco  on the part of the
international community. Moreover, it wa8 oignificant that the relevant Oeneral
Aerembly resolution8 had urually been adopted by oonI(In8u8. Indoneria  recognised
the validity of ouch rpecial  progranuner and empharisod that thrir  purport wa8 to
play a catalytic role for a limited period,

19. In conclusion, hi8 delegation l Xpre88adr once agai?, it8 rolidarity  with the
countries which had recently boon rtrickon  by 8ovore  natural dirauterr, in
particul8r,  Bangladech, the bludan, Jamaiaa,  Niaaragua  and Corta Rica. I t  a l s o
fully 8UppOrtOd the rpecial  asrirtance  to front-line Stat08  and other bordering
States, in accordanae with the recommendation of OAU, in doawnent  A/43/596.

20. Mr. D4XlTQW (Chad) raid that tha majority of the leart developed countrier,
which included Chad, had tried to overcome  the difficultior brought about by the
world economic crisis, but the unfavourablr economia  environment and other n e g a t i v e
factors , in particular variour man-made or natural di8a8tOr8, had made it
impossible to mobilise all the re8ource8 necerrary for the economic development of
those countries .

21. The economic plight of Chad had been dercribed in the Eocretary-Qeneral’r
summary report on special programmer of economic a88irtrrnco (A/43/453). In
addition to the factor8 hampering it8 development effort8 , Chad had been stricken
by natural disasters which jeopardised  the progrosr  already made. After a
prolonged drought, thr heavy rains of July and August had wreaked vart material
damage which would have a negative impact on the current crop year. Moreover, the
l o c u s t  t h r e a t  warn h o v e r i n g  over Chad o n c e  again1 locurtn hpd invaded the
m of Ouaddai  and Biltine  and the region8 of Batha and Kanem,  which, given
the abeonce of food re80rve8r  could lead to another famine,

22, Chad therefore urgently required varfour  form8 of arrirtance  from the
international community. It had already benefited from the intorudtional
community’s very positive contribution to it8 national reconrfi;ruction, The Interim
Plan f o r  1986-1968,  preoented at the round-table conference for Chad In 1985,  wae
under way. Two follow-up sectoral meetings had been hold in LIecamber 1987 and
February 1986, for the agro-sylvo-partoral rector and the transport and
communiatione  s e c t o r ,  rerpectively. The human resourcsa and Andurtrial  rsctora
would be reviewed in 1989. In the meantime, hi8 Qovernmant  would organise, in
co-operation with UNDP, a round table of donors for the reconstruction and
development of the Borkou-Ennedi-Tibrrti region. That round table was of major
importance because the region had been laid waste particularly by this foreign
military occupation and natural dirartors. The recovery programme would include
the fol lowing sub-programmeal development of palm groveer restoration of nomadic
hsrdingr environmental protectionr repair of communication 1ineoJ  restoration of
postal  eervicla  to the regions telocommunicationr  and radio OrOadCaStingJ

/ . . .
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reorqsniaation  o f  fiocial, educational and civil adminirtration  serviceor  urban
devOlOpmOntJ  min ing  re8ourco8 inVOntOryJ and rtudy of rural improv8mont  and
development. His Qovernment  called upon friendly countrier  and international
organisations to participate actively in thrrt round table,

23. Having reetored the main infrastructurea, hi8 Qovernment  had to consider
development, on the baoir  of the guidel~ner laid down 8t the Qeneva round-table
conferoracle  in 1985, Chad would soon begin drawing up a four-year development plan
for the period 1989-1992, As in the ca8e of it8 reconrtruction projects, it sought
the aesistance of friendly countries and international organisationa. It hoped
that the Qeneral ASSOmbly would adopt a new resolution that would constitute the
legal b88is for nll forms of assistance the co-ordination of which would be
assigned to UNDP.

24. &.-BAIspTeblBIyo  (Madagascar) congratulated the Office of the United N a t i o n s
Disaster Relief Co-ordinator (UNDRO) for its continuing and untiring effort8 to
help countries which had been 8triCkOn by natural di88sterc.  UNDRO had had to cope
with an increasing number of grave eituatione  in several region8 of the world)
nevertheless , as  a  resu l t  o f  the  Org8nisatiOn’S  f inanc ia l  crillis, i t s  resources  had
shrunk by 15 per cent and its capacity for action had been  reduced by half,
Initiatives such as the organisation and dirpatching  of inter-agency mieeions  and
the rapid dissemination of information had often contributed  to the efficient
co-ordination and t3ucc068 of emergency relhf, Accurate damage arresement was
partfcularly important because it made it pO88fblO  to determine objectively the
l eve l  o f  ass i s tance  required . The Off ice had faci l i tated low-cost  or  free del ivery
o f  aid, but  ehipment to  the  dimaster  s i t e  i t se l f  cou ld ,  wi th  good  reason ,  a l so
require assistance because of the poor domestic transport facilities in certain
countries , The study of the longer-term economic effects of a disaster and relief
operations also deserved attention. Madagascar, which was  very often stricken by
natural dieasters because of its geographical position, had to make plans in
advance.

25, The Qeneral Assembly had decided to deoignate thu 19908 as the International
Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction, Madagarcar had noted with interest the
action which the Secretary-Qeneral had taken by way of preparations for that
Decade) the activities of the Panel on Tropical Cyclones, one of the regional
bodies established by WMO, was an example of co-operation which was of 1 -erest to
several  countries  iA his  region, Meeting in 1987 for its eighth session dt
Antananarivo, that Qroup had eetabliehed  a centre and two regional sub-centres,
which would increase the capacity of the region to monitor and predict tropical
disturbances. At the snd of that session, the Panel had adopted a detailed
regional co-operation programme whose implementation would require assistance from
various sources, in parti-ular  UNDP. Madagascar had always been in favour of
strengthening and streanJining  the work of UNDRO, and had eupported all proposals
to provide it with a sound and euetainable financial basis. He exprensed his
thanks for the generous assistance provided when his country nad been stricken by
cyclones - a frequent occurrence - and reit.c* ated hi8 support for the special
programmes of assistance to developing countries, in particular to the States  of
southern Africa which were against the racist rigime,

/ , . .



26, b. w (Napal) thanked VNDRO  for itr l xton8ive arrirtanoo  to Nopal during
thr violent  l arthguako which hrd hit that country on 21 Augurt 1988, The dirartor
had rrrulted  in 700 doathr, dertroyrd  66,000 hOma  and damaged  1,200 8ChOOllr  road8
a n d  r l r a t r i a a l  inrtallrtionrt rinao Noprl h a d  wry limited  ro8ourao8, mobili8ation
of arrirtancr  had been diffiaultt it8 mountainour terrain had only added to thr
difficulti.., Thr aotual aarirtaaar pha80 wa8 over and the pharr of roconrtruction
wa8 under way, Nopal thank.6 all friendly countrior, non-govornmontal
organimationr  and publia and private donor8 whiah had offered arrirtanco, UNDRO
had playad a commondablo role in co-ordinating l morgonay rmliof arrititanaol  it had
carried out it8 mandate in l ⌧omplary fa8hiOn. It8 ro8ource8  rhould therefore be
rtrengthrnad, in particular in the area of di8a8t@r  provontion and praparodn888,
Nopal 8uppOrtOd the GOnOral A88Ombly’8  decirion to dO8i9n8tO  the 19908 a8 the
International  Docadr for  Natural  Di8a8t.r Reduction (rarolution 42/169)  and hopod
that i t  would ruccood  in brinqing the probfrm of  natural di8aUtOr8  into rharpor
fOCU8. By their nature  a n d  dimenrion, natural dilartorr  wore a global problem  and
noodod  to bo tackled through international co-oporationt tha United Nation8 had
boon vary affective in 8On8itiling public Opinion t0 the VariOU8 a8QlCt8 Of 8UUh
dirartrrr, HOWaVOt, thorn  di8a8tOr8  wore  al80 ropional in nature - for l xamplo,
flood8 and drought8 wore common to rovaral aountrior  of South Ab:ia - and UNDRO
could l nhanco it8 l ffoctivono88 by l nCOUraging regional  apprOaahO8  toward8
mitigating the impact of natural dirartorr,

27, m8. DE w (Ecuador) thanked the Office  of the United Nation8 Dirartor
Rolirf Co-ordinator (UNDRO) for the arrirtanco given t-0 her country hUWdiat8ly
after the l arthquakrr of March 1987, when direct  dsmaqo  to the economic  and racial
infrartructurr wa8 l 8timat.d at $185 million and indir8Ct  damago,  at $815 million,
She had rtudied with intorert the UNDRO proprammo  fdr Ecuador for tha biennium
1988-1989, which inaluded rirk arrrrrmmnt in connection  with variour  Andran
volcanoer,  hasard mapping, the 8etting up Of early Warning 8y8tem8  and dWiC88 for
QreVOnting land8lide8 in mountain areal, ri8k arrerrment in connection with
flooding and tidal wave8 in thr coartnl rrgion, and the formulation of continyoncy
plan8. The Ecuadorian Directorate for Civil Defence w&8 considering pO88iblO way8
of contributing to the activitior  of the Intrrnational  Deaadr for Natural Dirastrr
Reduction,

28, A cl8ar distinction rhould be made botwesn two type8 of natural di8xEt8r.
First, thrre were thO88 caurod by l atth phonomrna, which were impO88iblO  to predict
accurate ly ,  but  for  which  ri8k8 to  the  populat ion  cou ld  bo a88e80ed1  Furthrrmore,
contingency plane could be prepared, in the ca8a of  both arrirtance in the 8hort
term and relief operation6 on a much larger scale. The Office of thr Co-ordinator
had done commendable work in connection with that type of disaster, in term8 not
only of inunediats arrirtance, but alsc of re8ource co-ordination and mobilisation,
The cut in the re8ource8  mado  available to it were therefore highly regrettable.
The uecond type of “natural dila8ter”  war attributable to human action which
dertroyed th8 natural scological  balance. It could be tmen,  for example, in the
numarou8  calrrmitiee  aff l ict ing humankind, in encroaching deeertification,  drought
and nuclear accidents. Such di8x8tOr8, which could sometime8 bo even more reriour
than thO80 caursd by earth ph8nomrna, CSll8d for immediate action obcau8e thry were

/ . I .
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linkad direatly  with tho dovolopmont  QrOQOIIo Tha l ativitias of the Doaado wore
quite clearly nraerrary  for the wall-baing  of humanity, and the Office of the
Co-ordinator dosorvad  all QO88iblO rrupport.

29. Referring  to the rtatomont rho had madr under agrnda itom 82, rho rrgret*:ed
that the poor guality of the intorpratation into, Rnglirh, Fronah and Rurcla~ had
given liotrnrrr  to undarrtand  that, 80 far 05 Ecuador war aoncornod,  all peoplo8
were rO8QOnNibl8  f o r  the dunago caurod, whiah wail  q u i t .  t h r  OQQO8itO  o f  thr
porition  of the Latin Amrriaan countrirr and of the mombrrr  of thr group of 77, I t
wa8  unfortunate that the iatorprotrrr  rrliod l xolu8ivoly on the tort of the IpOOCh,
inrtead of aonvrying what wa8 actually raid,

30, Furthermore, pro88 roloaro QA/EF/2348  in Rngli8h containrd l rror8 of
8Ub8tanC.l rho had not raid that “the dovrloping ao~ntrior could not protect  their
rmrll farmer8 from the orratia  brhaviour of the dovolopod  countrior”, but that “the
dovrloping countrier could not proisct their rmall  farmorr from thr erratic
behaviour of the world markotr” , which warn l ltogothor difforont, She hopod t h a t
ruch a mirtako would not bo ropoatod,

31,s (Aurtria) l xpra88od approaiation  for thr rffortr made by thr
United Nation8 in carrying out the rpecial l COnOmit! and di8a8ter  relief a88irtanc8
progr8mm88, and for tha action takrn by the Office of thr Co-ordinator to 801~8
economic  and humanitarian prOblOm8 in Afghanirtan, At a time when the finanaial
Cri8i8 war rorulting  in 8taff aut-baakr, and whrn natural dirartorr reamed  to
pro l i f era te , the Office WII andaavouring  to foaur it8 aativitirr and rtresmline its
operation,  i n  o t h e r  wordl, to pinpoint it8 rpoaific functionr, I t  had  alro mado
rfforts to improve it8 ao-operation  and co-ordination with it8 partnorr  inridr and
OUtrid the U n i t e d  Nation8 8y8tOm. It had taken 6top8, for (~:templo,  to improve the
International  Dirartor Mana98mont Information Notwork (UNDRON’IET).  The abi l i ty  of
the  Of f ice  to  fu l f i l  it8 mandatr  c lear ly  depended ,  howovor,  ripon the willingno of
other United Nation8 bodier to co-operato with it,

32. The report of the UNDPIUNDRO  joint tack form (A/43/731)  rhowrd that it wan
posrible  to 08t8bli8h alsar-out domaraation  linor of mutual rerponribilitio8.  On
the basie of it8 exhaurtivo lirt of rOCOmm@nd&iOA8  and conclu8ion8, it would bo
QOE8iblO to move on t0 th8 n8Xt pha88r the draft ing of prociro guidolinor  for  UNDP
etaff at headquarter8 and in thr field. Similar arrangomont8  could bo mad8 with
oth8r United Nationo bodirr. Dirtribution  of the evaluation reports on roliof
activities to all tho88 conclrnod  in an op8ration could holp to improve the
rerponee captilrity  of the Unitad Nation8 Cy8tOm  and of it8 partnrrr outride.

33. Nsvlrtheletir,  however appropriate the abnini8tratiVa and technical
arrangementa,  g8nuine progrorr could not be mado unlosr there war incroared
awareno  on the part of the international community, ruch a8 would b8 gensrat8d by
ths International Decade for Natural Di8a8tOr  Reduction,  which murt be carrfully
prepared, Furthermore, a more ryrtomatic and methodical  approach murt be adopted,
She emphaoiaed  the importancr  of encouraging  the developing countrier  to include in
their development plan8 stratogier  for ryrtomatically  mitigating the l ffectc of
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natural disasters. Meanwhile, in accordance with the observations made by the
Economic and Social Council in resolution 1988151, UNDP could facilitate even
further the integration of disaster prevention projects into national programmes,
especially in disaster-prone countries. Ultimately, however, technical knowledge
would not suffice, and international solidarity would continue to play a vital part
in humanitarian disaster assistance.

34. Hr. AL-ERYANX (Yemen), speaking also on behalf of Democratic Yemen, emphasized
the growing importance of special economic and disaster relief assistance for
developing countries, a factor well reflected in the work of the Second Committee.
In many countries, a deteriorating economic situation had been aggravated by
natural disasters. That applied, in particular, to the Sudan, Bangladesh, the
Philippines and Jamaica, while Africa had suffered from drought and locust
infestations. The international community must find the ways and means to help
those countries improve their peoples' lot.

35. Better international political relations would help to create a climate
conducive to closar co-operation, which could also serve to improve economic
relations, thereby increasing economic assistance to disaster-stricken countries.
For the people of those countries, who faced urgent health and food problems the
sympathy of the international community was not enough.

36. Yemen and Democratic Yemen welcomed the efforts made by the Organiaation in
that connection, particularly the work of UNDRO which, they urged, should focus its
attention on the study of sudden natural disasters, together with preparation and
prevention measures, and on the collection and evaluation of relevant information,
to be disseminated, as need be, at the international level.

37. Co-ordination should be enhanced between the donor countries and the competent
agencies and specialized institutions, on the one hand, and the beneficiary
developing countries, particularly the least developed countries, on the other,
both bilaterally and multilaterally.

3 8 . The assistance must be aimed primarily at strengthening economic structures in
key sectors so as to enable the beneficiary countries to improve their situation,
with the Governments concerned being able to maximize the impact of assistance by
taking measures which matched the priorities of their economic and social plans.
Yemen and Democratic Yemen welcomed the aid given by the international community to
developing countries afflicted by natural and other disasters, and particularly to
the Palestinian people in the occupied territories and to the front-line States in
southern Africa.

39. Yemen and Democratic Yemen had had to face a critical situation because of the
problems they had inherited from the previous regime and colonialism
notwithstanding the natural difficulties they had encountered, they had endeavoured
to build a State with the resources at their disposal thanks particularly to
realistic plans; however, now they needed increased aid to improve the economic and
social situation of their people.

/ . . .
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40, Aa for South Yomrn  in particular, it war &rrrential  thr.t the United Nation8
bodioa rhould ooatiauo to provide arriatance, and alro tht the international
community ohould incroaao  ita bilrtorcrl  and multilateral aid in order to contribute
to the implementation of economic and rrocial plan8 in the light of the obaervatione
contained  in the report of the Secretary-Oeneral.

41. )4r. Wu (Unitad  Kingdom) raid that 1388  had been marred by an exceptionally
large numbor  of natural dirarterr which had wrought dortruction on an unprecedented
acalm in South Auia, Afriaa,  the Caribbean  and Central America. Thr Office of the
United Nationr Dirartmr Roliof Co-ordinattir  wall to be congratulated for itr
diligoncr in roopondiag  to calls for aaaistanco  following there diaarterr.
Howover,  UNDRO’r  roaourcw  had diminished, and complementary action waa needed from
the various agoncior  of the United Nation8 ayatrm. The close co-operrtinn between
UNDRO and UNDP was a good oxamy of that principle in action. Durinq  the debate
in the Economia  and Social Council hia delegation had expreraed the hope that the
outcomo of the work of thr joint UNDROIUNDP  tank force would be promulgated aa soon
an porriblo  throughour UNDP’r  field network. Hia delegation therefore welcomed the
atepr that had beon taken to co-ordinate  the prod;rction  of a diaarter management
manual and to organire inter-agency conrultationr  on co-ordination within the
framework of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination.

42. Co-ordinated action war one of the kej!G to the aucceaa of a atrategy for
diraator prccrvrntion  and arriatance. Since,  e:fqctive co-ordination depended on
acceaa to rrlovant, reliable bnd up-to-date information, the creation of the new
international dieartcrr management information network (UNDRONET)  was to be welcomed.

42. The intrrnatlonal ad l xprrta group preparing the International Decade for
Natural Dir&star Reduction had already  begun to consider what contribution the
international rcientific  community could make. The Secretary-General had
establirhed a ateming  committee for the Decade to help him to establish an
appropriate framework for the achievement of its aim8 and objectives, Preparations
for the Decade roomed  to be going well. In many cases the knowledge that was
required to eocuro  improvomontr in forocarting  crnd preparednear  ryrtems already
exiatrdt what wae needed now was to apply that knowledge with discrimination and to
conridrr how the United Nationa ryrtem could play its critical catalytic role in
support of t-he Docado.

44. &m (United States of America) considered that the OftZce of the United
Nations Dirarter Relief Co-ovlinator should act firmly and effectively in orcier to
be able to rerpond to the ever increasing number of requests for assistcrnce  from
counttier which had been ths victim8 of diasaters. At a time of budgetary
constraint,  UNDRO must have a clear understanding of its role and objecti-,jub,  and
must rtrengthen its capability and seek to manage its human and financial resources
more efficiently and in a more cost-effective manner.
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45, In that regard, thr United Statoa wolcomrd the incroamod ao-operation botnoon
WDRO and UNDP in the field. Whilr wolaoming  UNDRO’m l ffortm to improve itm
oporationr,  the Unitrd Statoa urged it to take morr practiaal mraaurem  in
implrmrntation  of Qonoral Ammrmbly  romolution 411201,  UNDRO'm l ffoctivenomm would
bo enhanced if it reduced it8 hoadquartorm’ mtaff and drvotod more of itm remourcom
to field work. It wan almo important that prrparatory work on the International
Deaade  for Dimamtar  Reduction mhould not dirtract  UNDRO from it8 bamic  tamk of
oo-ordinat inq relief.

46. During the 1988 finabqial yeare which ondad in Srptrmbor, thr United States
hrtd  allocated more than $US 12 million in varioum formr of non-food rmergoncy
roliof to the victimr of more than 60 dimamtorr in remgonmo  to roqurmtr  from mome
50 oountriom. That humanitarian aotion had boon poamiblo partly duo to mubmtantial
lontributionm from private and voluntary organimationm  in the United Statrm,

47. The rapid incroamo in noodm ramulting from diaaatorr  ovor the part five years
wa8 truly alarming, The people of the United Statom would continue to help the
viotimr of thorno  tragediov. At thr OMO timo, the United Statom called on all
countriom,  donorm and bonoficiarirr  alike, to co-oprratr with it and with the
Unitrd Nationr in rooking now mranm to roduao the vulnerability  of dimastor-prono
aountrirr and to increame their aelf-•uffioionoy and melf-reliance  in the Iace of
future throat&.

48. 14r. (Cap. Vordo) raid that tho fact that the Oonrral Ammombly had
boforo it a aumbor of requomta  for l morgoncy amrimtanco  mhowod  onoo again the
wraknomm of the developing countriom  in the face of the devamtatinq oonmequsncer  of
natural dimamterm. Him dolrgation l rpreaml~d  it8 full l olidarity with the
Oovoramontr  and peoplem  of oountriom affoctqd  by natural dimamtorm  and ammociatrd
itmrlf  with thr appeal8 made for intrrnationnl  molidarity.

49, Uhilr  aetnowlodging thr poritivo  role played by the Office of the United
Nation8 Dimrmter  Relief Co-ordinator, him delegation noted that the frequency and
rualr of the dimamtrrm  rrquirod prrmanont  mtructurom for provrntion and
intervention  at the national, regional and international lovrlm,  That required
aonmidorable  human, technical and financial romourcom and it was therefore a matter
of urgency to mobdlime  the attention of the international community.

80. Him dologation welcomed the adoption by the Oeneral Ammembly  of romolution
421169  drmignating the 19QOm am the International Decade for Natural Dimamter
Reduction. It encouraged the international ad l xpertm group preparing the
Decade  to conduct it8 work with a view to l mtablimhing an appropriate mechanimm  in
conformity with that romolutioa.

51, Thr locust and graamhoppsr infomtation  affeating a larga part of the continent
of Africa, including Cape Verde, warn one ruch dimamter. The mituation  in Cape
Vordr had boon deteriorating mtoadily  l inco March and had recently r,ci.w!ed alarming
proportions. ‘ihe Qovernmont  had prorented FA0 with a request for urgent ammimtance
which had yielded technical l upport for the national plant protection dek:nrtment

/ . . .
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and had rnablod the Qovrrnmrnt to rnhanoe itm national. intorvontlon  aapability.
But thm renourarlm which had born mobilised wore not adequate, Asrial mpraying had
to be orqanimed, and him delegation  war appealing  to donor oountriom to inaraarr
their teahnical  and financial amsimtance,

52. Him dolegation  also hopod that the international  aonforotwo on the looumt and
qrasmhopper peril whioh  had boon hold in For at thr end of Oatobrr would aontributo
to drawing up a mtratoqy  for combating that plaque  whiah thrratrnrd to jropardimo
the development effort8 of the countries of Africa,

53, Mr. D (Aumtralia) maid that hir delegation wan qonrrally ratirfid
klth the effort8 made by UNDRO to mobiliro emorqency relief promptly and
efficiently  and to inform donorm  of rudden natural dimamtrrr, At the provioum
reamion of the Qeneral Aomembly, him delegation had made detailed comnenta on
doawnent A/42/657, including two important pointm. On the one hand, it had
emphaaimed the need to clarify whothor UNDRO mhould improve itr prrformanae by,
m, focusing it8 aativitirm  on emergency  relief, or by maintaining and
mtronqtheninq  itm preparodnerr a n d  prevention moaaurem. given the interoat and
priority which dimamtor-prono  countrimm attaahed to dimamtor  mit gation activitier,
it wan important that much activitier mhould bo undertaken  within thr United
Nations myrlem in the mort l ffoctive manner pommible.

54. Him delegation had almo mtremmed the need to emtablimh clear linom of
authority within the United Nation8 myatom, empecially  with rrgard to UNDRO~m
role. It regretted that there had not boon a more thorough dimcummion  of the
matter at the preq!ioum memmion, Nmverthelosm,  docwnont A/43/731, whiah reportod on
thr p~oqremm  made in emtablimhing  a foccrl point in the Office of the
Director-Qeneral for Dmvelopmrnt  and International Economic Co-operation to l nmuto
prompt an3 effective remponme by the United Nationa  aymtem to dimamterm  and other
emergency rituationm, appeared to addrera many of him delrgation’m aonaornm about
co-ordinat ion.

55. Him delegation wan not convinced that the ourrent divirion of remponmibility
between UNDP and UNDRO, particularly in relation to prevention, neceararily
repreeented the most  eff ic ient  ume of the Orqanfmation’m  limited  romourcem. It wan
necrmeary  to rationalise the ammimtance and co-ordination function8 of UNDRO and
the United Nations and to work out clear operational guideliaem for the rymtem am a
whole. It was to be hoped that the Committee would conmider the matter more
thoroughly.

55. k..m (Mauritania) ammociated himmelf  with the l tatement mado by
Tunimia,  on behalf of the Qroup of 77, reaffirming the importance cf UNDRO’r role.
The Committee wan entitled to congratulate itmelf on the adoption by the Qeneral
Ammsmbly  of reeolution  42/169, deeignatinq  the 19QOm am the fnternational Decada
for Natural Dimaeter Reduction (IDNDR) a The appalling number of major dimarterm
which had occurred in the world in 1988 fully jumtified the proclemation  of that
Decade.
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$7. Notiag that thr Baoromfo  and Social Couna!l, at its first snd second regular
csSsianS of 1908, hrd adopt& sosolutions  on the l%!ust  and qrarrhoppvr danger
whioh mrarood the Afriarn oontinont, ho l rprosrrd tha hopo that thr Committoo  would
adopt a substantial resolution on the mattor. A numbrr of confsroncos and srminerc
had bron organirod siaao tho appoaranao of tho saourgor and calls had boon mado  by
many difforont authoritios not only for compassion on tho part of tho world
aonmunity, but l spoaially for a largo-saalo unitod rffort to provide prompt and
aoncroto f inrnaial  and toahnioal assistanao~

58. For nearly a yoaf, Mauritania had boon l xporioncing a dangerous  invasion of
migrrtory  loousts. As its geographical location and climate mado it a potential
csatro of infortation,  it had quiakly mobilisod its modost rosouroms  and had
lsunohod an appeal for  intornatioual  sol idarity,  whiah UNDRO  had disaominatrd
throughout tho world.  Unfortunately, the in ternat iona l  and regional  so l idar i ty
sffmt had boon noithor prompt nor sufficient, and thr strady progrrrsion  of the
aaourgo, whioh was growing to aatastrophic proportCon8,  seriously  throatonod his
aountry’s dovolopmonte Massive  action was urgontly noabed,  and his QovSrnmor,t  hrd
alrrady taken a sorirs of moasuros to strongthon itr forraasting  methods  and ground
sradiaation  aapabilitios. It had also undortakon to enbanco publia awarmness  with
a virw to mobilising tho population in thr fight against locusts and grasshoppers,
and h a d  oven a a l l o d  o u t  a r m y  units. Navertheleso,  h i s  Qovornmont  raitaratad its
ca l l  for  in tornat iona l  so l idar i ty  in  helping i t  conta in  the  disastor.

59, Yr. (Japan) said that after hraring of the untold loss of human life
snd tho tromondous damage caused by all of the dissnters  which had occurred in the
world in 1968,  and roal is ing that  a  disaster could dobzroy in a f lash 5 or i0 years
o f  davelopmaat  offorts, his drlogation  was more  than over convinced that the United
Nations should adopt a more direct approach to the problem  of natural disaetrrs,

60. In 1967, his country, i t s o l f  d i s a s t e r  prono, had co-authorrd with Morocco thr
draft rosolutCon  on IDYDR (A/42/169). His delSgation was  p l eased  to  see th&.
progross had born mada  towards ths launching of the Dscads. HS had had the honour
of bring invited to speak at the first meeting of the international &-~QG SxpertR
group for IDNDR,  and tho final mooting of the group was oxpoctod to take plSce in
Tokyo in 1909. The group# which had discussod many important issurs in the courue
of its two sossione, should  aontinuo  itr work) thSro were s e v e r a l  broad  areas  which
must be kept in mind in order to nake the Dacads a nucceas.

e1. First, it was important to fully utilise past lessonc and l xperiencos, for
rr~mplo by compiling a record  of all past dioastsrs, analysing them, and conducting
cam rtudios of the most sorioue mene Reports should be prepared  wd kept in a
central file by each country. Second, Member States should establish national
committoo  to addross the problems  his country had Sstablishrd  such a committee in
May 1988. Third, it war necorswy  to enhance citiaen awarenoSS. Following Japan’s
sxamplS, othor countries could deSignate a diSSSt8r  prevention day, The United
Nation8 could also considrr proclaiming an international disartsr  prevention day,
International  rrminarr and rymposiume  could also be weful, a8 c o u l d  e f f e c t i v e  umt
of the mass mrdia. Fourth,  i t  was nsoenrary  to def ine the modali t ies  of

/ I . .
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international co-operation, whiah would be largely toahnical in arturm. Tho
training of local personnel in charge of dioastrr  provrntion in dovoloping
countrisa would help to improvo provontion  systems, F i f t h ,  a n  informrtion notwork
on natural disasters should bo l stablishrd for tho dovrloping couatriose Sixth, it
was nocsssaty  to develop an rsrly warning system, and tha information natwork
rrfrrrod to previously wae l ssontiel in that regerd. Sawnth,  l morgonay roliob.,
maasuroa  carried out by the Unitrd Nations systom and bilatorally should bo ’
promoted. Finally, it was nocossary  to strengthon co-ordination among United
Nations bodies for effective preparation and implomontation  of the Docado. Tho
Starring Committee was playing a crucial role in that rogard.

62, His drlsgation wan plessed that UNDRO had rospondod morr actively to roaont
nlrtural  disasters,  f o r  example  i n  Banglsdosh, It urged UNDRO to aontinuo those
e f f o r t s , A more active participation of bodies suah as the Unitod Netions
Dovelopmrnt  Programme, the World Hoalth Organisation end tho Intsrnational  Rod
Cross, as well as the regional economic  commissions, in the work of the
international &hoc experts group would be welcome,

63. Hir delegation was convinced that the wcrrld could mitigato tho l ffactr of
natural disasters  to a great extent, and that thrt was an area in which
international co--operation was truly important end where tho Unitrd Netions could
play an ssaantial role, eupeoially  in co-ordination. It intondod to submit a drrf t
resolution at the current ~ossion on proparetions for the Docado, It would not br
easy to finalise a useful and effective progrsnuno  of activities, however, thm
United Nations, Governmonto and the scientific community must all work togothor on
that unique joint venture, It was necessary to show that the United Nations was
still a valuable organisation which could meet challongos such as thoso posed by
natural  disasters.

64. His country was ready to make every rffort, in co-operation with as many
countries  as  possible , to ensure a successful start of ths Decelr,

65, WeLFm (Philippines) said that UNDRO had respondadd 9u.i.ckly  to the
request for assistance madv by hio country, which had rocrntly bron struck by a
typhoon. That major natural disaster  had left ovor 500,000 poop10 homoloss, half
of them in the Manila region, and had caused considerable dmago to tho
infrastructure. As a result, President Aquino had declared a stato of l morgoncy in
the Manila region and in 36 of the country’s 73 provincec, The Philippiaos  was
grateful to the Governments and organisations which had provided roliof, and was
confident that others would do likewise. The primary obligation to dral with
natural disasters rested with national authorities. It was ofton difficult,
however , for them to fulfil that obligation on their own, because of the magnitude
of the rel ief  requirements and the epeod with which rel ief  had to bo provided.  It
wae  even more difficult when the country concerned already had eaonomic  problems.
Fortunately, human compaecion wau never lacking when disaetor stc’uck.
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660 URDRO had a aa t ia fac tory  record in  fu l f i l l ing  ita mandate,  rrpocirlly wi th
rsgard to the mobilbaation  and oo-ordination of raliaf, oven though ft could do
more aad much more nrodod to br dono. For l runpla ,  wh.ile it w a r  porriblr t o
mobiliro fuadr when a diaaatrr occurred,  it would be dorirablo to have thorn
a v a i l a b l e  i n  a d v a n c e . In that connection,  it war rogrottablr  that UNDRO’r  budgot
for l margrncy grantr h&d been rrducod from $US 360,000 to IUS 180,000 par year.
UNDRO rhoufd gfvr priority attention to diaaatar  praparadnaaa and provrntion, and
augment  ita effortr in that aroa, which would rubrtantially rrduco human
rufforing. It could, for l wnpla, dirrominata  information on the nrod to  atookpilo
food and othrr  l msrgoncy ruppliar, which could l avo many livoa,  and on thr mod  to
l rtablirh early-warning ayatoma and prrparo diaartor  contingency planr. Thore ware
aomo of thr l ativitiea for which UNDRO’a axprrtiaa and advica could br of groat
bonafit, All the part108 fnvolvod  in providing raliof ahould carefully l ramlne the
problomr idontifiod during the port-operation  l valuation aarriod  out by UNDRO with
the raaiataaco of off iciala of  the National  Rmorgonoy  Rolirf Servicor  (A/43/375,
para. 27), In viaw of the vital importanao of ao-ordinrting roliof programman  and
aariatanoo, thrre rhould bo a rmooth f low of information a m o n g  the variour rel ief
agonc ha. It warn alro l rrontial to l atabliah mochaniama to l nauro thr quiak
launahinp  of l ppralr for intrrnational aaairtancr  and to raduca tha time batwoon
thr provirion and the utiliration of aaaiatance. Inrterd of operating am though
thry warm purauing difforant  objactivar, national  authoritiaa  and international
agoncior  rhould co-ordinate their l fforta ao aa to l nrurr timely and affective
intorvantion, In  that  regard, ho  wrlcomod the dociaion to  proclaim  an
International  Docado  for  Nat iona l  Diraator Reduction,

$7. v (Frrnco) a r i d  t h a t ,  r e g r e t t a b l y , ahe had been unable to give due
conridrration to thr ropcrt  of  the Sacrotary-Qoneral  on the implementation  of
Qanoral  Aaaombly docirion  421433 (A/43/731), boasure it had boon circulatmd too
lat.. While her  dr lrgat ion  rubrcribrd to  the bnalyrir by  the  jo in t  UNDPNNDRO  task
form of the machaniama for co-oprration betwren UNDP and UNDRO and of the
agrommrntr  ooncludrd with a view to improving co-ordination, it wiahrd to lay
l mphaair on the followinga firat, the larding role of the UNDP resident
roproaantativa or reaidant  co-ordinator in evaluating natural  diaaatsra and
co-ordinating relirfr aacond, the importance of sound evaluationr, rrviaed on a
ragular barir to take account of changing relief requirementa, 80 aa to allow donor
courltrioa  to respond l ffockivolyt third,
training of field l tafft fourth,

the need to improvo diaaator-reaponae
the fmportanco o f  prevention and proparadnerr

projoata, w h i c h  i n  the caao o f  diaaatrr-prono countrier, rhould b e  p a r t  o f  UNDP
country programmma or part of a long-term development atretegyr fifth, the need to
l atabliah, in rospoct of diaaator-prone countriar, cloas co-ordination among all
thm partior concornod. Hrr delagation a100 rndorred  the arrangomrnts  made a t
United  Nation@  Hoadquartrrr t o  enablr  t h e  Socrotary-Qenrral t o  f u l f i l  hia
rerponaibilitime  in the l vent of a major diaerter.

68. UNDRO played an important role in managing diaaatmr-rrlatod  information. It
was performing that taak l ffectivrly, derpite  itr hrrvy burdon, and was rsrponding
promptly to roqueata  from countries ,  o f ten  under  d i f f i cu l t  condi t ions ,
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69. France, which had boon one of the aponaora of rraolution 421109 and war a
contributor to the agocial  truat fund for the International Decade for Natural
Dirarter Reduction, regrrtted that the wry preliminary rrport on that quoation
(A/43/723) did not permit a aubatantive diacuaaion. Nor drlrgation hopad that the
report to be submitted to the Qonoral Aaaombly  at ita forty-fourth l oaaion, through
the Economic and Social Counoil would makr it poaaiblo to dofine the role of thr
United Nations rystem in  thr Dooado.

70. Mr. (Ethiopia) welcomed the priority being a,cordcd to diaaator
pksvention  and preparednear, and paid tribute to the Secretary-WnaraJ  for him
efforts to implement resolution 421169, concerning the International Decade  for
Natural Diaaster Reduction.

71. Eiecauee  of the many natural diaaatera that had occurred in recant yeara,  it
war imperative to etrrngthen the capacity of international organisation6 to aaairt
the developing countries, In that connection,  the next medium-term plan ahould
include provisions to enable the United  Nationa ayatom  to takr effect ive act ion
when Jisaeter struck. It was gratifying that effort8  towarda  co-ordination had
been made by UNDP and UNDRO, Alao deaerving  of commandation  warn the launching of
the international dimas’-er  Managrmont  Inform8tion Network (UNDRONET),  roforred to
in paragraph 49 of the report of the Secretat, Qenerrl (A/43/375),

72. Ethiopia had improved ita national emargerrcy  reaponae  capability, and had
establiffhed early-warning ayrtema am a maana of mobilising national efforts.
Howevci  , IC would need international aaaiatance in improving its early-warning and
preparedness mechanisms.

73. ML PAW (New Zealand) exprrraed hia country’s aolidsrity  with thoae
countries that had recently boon atruck by natural  disasters, It  wae particularly
dietreeeing  that natural dieaatera met back development and dragged down living
standards, often destroying years of hard-won progress.

74. Co-operation went to the very heart of the item before the Committee. I t  warn
therefore important for the international community to give full support to the
United Nations organisat ions mandated to aeaiat  with inunadiatr  rel ief ,  longer-term
rehabil i tat ion and disaster prsvention, Thoro  organisation8 muat  be fully aware of
the need for  effect iveness , system-wide co-operation and, moat of all, tangible
resu l t s .

75. It was regrettable that the report of the Secretary-General on special
aseistance  to Maldives (A/43/703) wao such a slim document. More information on
the approach taken in strengthening the coastal defences would have been useful. A
rise in sea-level was  expected as a result of global warming. That threatened the
very existence of Maldives, and it would have been appropriste to alert the
internatonal community to the gravity of the situation. Hi6 delegation hoped that
further information would be made available during the current session, either
off ic ial ly  or on an informal basis. I t  wirrhsd to  be  aorured  i>rlt the  Uni ted
Nations system was giving !te ful l  attention to the matter. I n  t1rG.t r e g a r d ,  it w8.11
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worth pointing to the nood for cloao co-ordination of information and action, Thr
work bming undertaken by UNDRO and UNDO wee comoadtilo,  but WED, WMO end other
United Nation8 organinationa muat  alao bo invovlod from the outrot to oneuro that
the fu l l  s cope  o f  the  throat  warn acknowlodgod.

76. Thor@ oritiaiama  had boon mado  with a conatructivo purpoao in mind1 an
opportunity l xirtod for the Unitrd Nationa ayatrm to domonatrato ita capeility to
aaoirt one of ita amalloat Mombrr Stat.6  and ita commitment  to doing l o* Thor0 war
clear evidrnco that the Maldivoa and other low-lying countrira  wore lilroly to bo
devastated by natural diaaatorar it war thrroforo important to onauto  that the term
“ecological  rof ugooa" romainrd  an abatract conaopt  rather than braoming a reality,

77. The incroarr  in the numbor  of natural diaaatrrr during tbo proeodiag year
euggaated that the work of thr Co-ordinator’a Office would continua to grow, I t
warn thur of particusar importance  that UNDRO ahould avoid any duplication of the
activitioa of other gartr of the United Nationr ayatrm. In that regard,  tbo oloao
co-operation which rxirtod botwoon VNDRO  and UNDP war rncouraging. UNDR9  would
nrvrr have adequate l taffing or financial raaourcaa to moot  all rrquaata for
aaairtance~ It muat  thoroforr work to tbo fullort l stont poaaiblr with UNDP and
doveloping countrioa to onauro  that adoquato funding warn mado l vrilablo through
UNDP diraater proparodnoaa  and mitigation programme. In that aonaoction,  ho
welcomed the daciaion by Sweden to fund a programmr  of followahipa for training in
disarter relief, 81 ~011 am thr initiative to l atabliah rrgional controa for
diaarter  m i t i g a t i o n  i n  Aaia, the Caribbean and the Qacifia,  wbfab would draw on
local axpor ionce, and the dovrlopment  of co-ordination with regional organimationa.

78. It  wae  regrettable that  document A/43 /723 ,  on tbo International  Dooado  for
Natural Diaaatar Reduction had boon iaauod too late to rrcoivo  aaroful
conoiderationt  h i s  d e l e g a t i o n  waar howovor, f u l l y  aonmnittod  t o  the implrmontrtion
of the Decade, proclaimed in Qonoral  Aaaombly  roaolution  421169,  aad hopod that it
would be marked by close ao-opuration  botwron the United Nation8 myatom, tbo
i.ntrrnational  community, the private rclctor and tbm acadrmic  and aaiontific
community. The United Nationa ayatem could act a# a powerful  catalyst for
concerted action.

79. It was regrettable that document A/43/731, on the implomontation of Qonersl
Assembly resolution 421433, had likewire  been iaaumd  ao lat.. Him delegation fully
Ruppotted  the  ro le  aaeigned by  the  Socrotary-Gonrral  to  tbo Director-Qonoral for
Development and International Economic Co-oprration of ovoraroing the diaaatar
relief, prevention and mitigation activitioa of thr United Nationa ayatom.
Co-ordination wae ereential if the varioua bodiaa  within the ayatom  wore to most
the expectation8 placed on them,

80. Mr--Z (Nicaragua) rocrllod  that hia country, like many other Caatrel
American countries, had recently suffered from thr moat l erioua natural diaaator in
ltb his tory , Hurricane ,Joan, which had left 116 dead, daatroyad over 20,000 houcos
and had seriously damaged the infrastructure. The damage had not yet boon
BVdlU~tWl,

f i sh ing ,
b u t  m a j o r  eectore of the economy had boon affoctod, particularly

stock-raieing and agriculture, particularly the cotton and rugar-cane

/ . . .
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cropo, Thr  people  and Governmrnt  of  Nicaragua wirhed  tr, thank the  friendly
countrieo a n d  t h o  Unitsd Nation6 ryatam  f o r  t h e i r  p r o m p t  rerponre  t o  t h e  requert
for emergency eraietanco, provided  through concerted action, which would enable
them to tackle the problrm and begin reconstruction, He aiao thanked the Oone;al
Aarembly for  having adopted a  draf t  renolut ion (A1431L.19) on emergency aruirtance
to Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Panama and other countries affected by Hurricane Joan,
and  padd a  t r i b u t e  ta the  Sec re t a ry -Genera l  fo r  hia e f for t s  to  mobilise the
reaourceu  needed to help the rtricken Bream,

81, As natural dirsartrra affected developed 88 well as developing countrier,  tho
international community and the United Nations ayrtem ahould work together to
minimiae their effects, the  suffer ing rend the  des t ruct ion ,  thereby rav ing  thourandfl
of live8  and ertablishinv  a more aecure  and more yromisring in ternat ional  eyatem,

82, The role of UNDRO, which waa eorential,  must be atrenqthened  00 that the
international community could meet tiny chhllengo,  present or future.

83, l&-NJ&i (Sudan) thanked the United Nation8  Dieeater  Relief Co-ordinator for
tha aosiatance  provided to the Sudsn in connection with the various natural
dilraeters t ha t  had  be fa l l en  t ha t  coun t ry , from the drought in 1964 through the
recent  raine anU f loodr, The smtablirhment  in the Sudan of a relief information
and co-ordination support unit had strengthened the country’8  indigenous capacity
for  deal ing wi th  diraatera and for  diaaater preparednear,  The Co-ordinator  had
a l s o  recponded apordily t o  t h e  t r a g i c  p l i g h t  o f  dirplaced persona, b r i n g i n g  it t o
the international community’ a attention, thereby ubtaininq  the arsirtanco of UNDP
and, rubaequeatly, the  Sec re t a ry -Gene ra l  himrelf, In Augurt 1968, UNDRO had been
the firrt United Nertionn agency to field a mierion  of expert6 to the Sudan to
a8aeeo  t h e  eituation, The repor ts  iseuad  by that  miraion had led  the international
community and the Secretary-General. to sand an inter-agency  mireion  to the Sudan,
I n  addit ion,  the  Co-ordinetor  had responded pos i t ive ly  to  the request  of the  newly
formed  M i n i s t r y  for Refugsea, Re l i e f  and  Rehab i l i t a t i on  fo r  asrietance,

84. The Sudaneno  Government wished to rasffirm its eupport for UNDRO and to draw
a t t e n t i o n  t o  the rrsed t o  strengthen  it.8 r o l e  &I t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  f o r  diramter  r e l i e f
oper@rtionu within the United Nstionc system 80 that i\: might carry out the mandate
entrusted  to  i t  by  t he  Gene ra l  Aeesmbly,

85, M L , .  EFrSAAFI (Ulri tnd Natiullti  Dl suetor  Relief Co-ordinator 1 snprerrad hi8
apprecia t ion for  the  suppor t  wlllch the  in ternat ional  community had given to  hir
Officet it would inspire him to work even hsrder  to accomplirh  hir humanitarian
task , He wished to cisauro delegationa  that their remark8 would be given due
consideration  a n d  r e f l e c t e d  i n  h i s  r e p o r t , The In ternat ional  Decade for Natural
Dinaoter  Reduction afforded an opportunity for heightening the international
community'e awareno&s  of  diaastercl  and  t he i r  devau t a t i ny  effectu on countries, The
wideepread  support. for the Decade was a Rource of great encouragement and augured
well for the Decade and itr programme,

Th.a...m@rti.ng..  UIR$  . ..af.,b. dQ& m 8
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