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-8 The first speaker on my list for this morning’s

meeting is the representative of Austria, Ambassador Peter Bohenfellner, who,

in hirs capacity ae current Chairman of the Disarmament Commission, will

introduce the Commission’s report.

Mr. (Austria), Chairman of the Disarmament Commissio~r

In my capacity aa the current Chairman of the United Nations Disarmament

Commission, I have the honour to introduce the Commission’s report on its

1991 session (A/46/42).

As in previous years, the report consists of four chapters. They are,

respectively: Introduction, Organisation  and work of tho 1991 session,

Documentation and conclusions, and Reports of subsidiary bodies. Chapter IV

contains the reports of the four working groups, which sum up the

deliberations held and the progress achieved on the four agenda items.
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This year’s report of the Disarmament Commission also includes three

annexes  . Annex I contains the Chairman’s suggested text on “Guidelines for

objective information on military matters’* plus two appendices; annex II is

the Chairman’s paper of Working Group II; annex III is the Chairman’s paper of
.

Working Group III.

In the 1991 session the Disarmament Commission carried out its work in

accordance with its mandate, as set forth in paragraph 118 of the Final

Document of the tenth special session of the General Assembly, and with

paragraph 3 of  resolution 37176 Ii. The reform adopted by resolution 441119 C,

and contained in ito snner# “ways and means to enhance the functioning of the

Disarmament Commission”, were implemented for the first time in this year’s

substantive session af the Disarmament Commission.

Pursuant to the adopted reform, which limits the Commission’s working

agenda to a maximum of four substantive items for in-depth consideration, the

Disarmament Commission had decided at its 1990 organisational  session to

include the following four items in the working agenda of its 1991 session:

Objective information on military matters; Process of nuclear disarmament in

the framework of international peace and security , with the objective of the

elimination of nuclear weaponsr Regional approach to disarmament within the

context of global securityl and The role of science and technology in the

context of international security, disarmament and other related fields.

The agenda item “Objective information on military matters” was the only

“old”  item8 the other three items were on the Commission’s agenda for the

f i rs t  t ime . Four working groups were established, each to deal with one of

the sgenda items.
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In their opening statements numerous delegations anticipated that

substantial progress would already be achieved in the first year in which the

Commission was to work within its new organisational  framework. The

concentration of the Commission's work on four well-defined subject matters

enabled the Chairmen of the Working Groups as well as interested delegations

to initiate their preparations in a timely manner. This was of particular

relevance for the three new items on the agenda. An early start of the

informal consultations on the outline of the Working Groups, as well as on

the i r  substance,  further faci l i tated the work during the substantive session.

The' grerrt interest all delegations showed in the work of this year's

session of the Commission was clearly reflected by the large number of working

papers submitted. Considerable input was also made during the lively

discussions which took place in the Working Groups.

In their concluding remarks some delegations expressed the feeling that

the results achieved in the end had been sobering. During some stages of the

deliberations a wider consensus had seemed possible. Nevertheless, as I

remarked in my concluding statement, this should in no way diminish the

importance of the comprehensive discussion which has taken place and which can

be expected to continue over the next two years.

With respect to the only "old" item, the one on objective information on

military matters, detailed discussion made it possible to identify major areas

of common understanding. During next year's session deliberations will build

on this year's consensus. Thus we should then be able to finalize  our task by

adopting relevant principles and guidelines on this item.
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Nuclear disarmament had generally been considered the most problematic

item in our forum. Although remarkable progress has been achieved between the

two most important nuclear-weapons States, the recent bilateral achievements

on the issue of nuclear disarmament have not yet been translated into the
.

multilateral disarmament machinery. Thus the discussions in the relevant

Working Group once again oscillated around well-known positions, without

taking into consideration the profound changes which had occurred in the

global security balance. It might be up to next year's Chairman of this

Working Group to capitalize  on the recently reassessed security perceptions

and to introduce them into the discussion.

The issue of regional disarmament within the context of global security

drew substantial attention. It also succeeded in stimulating intense

participation by a large number of delegations. It could hardly be expected

that the deliberations on this item, which was on the Commission's agenda for

the f irst  t ime this  year, would already result in concrete recommendations.

It seems to me. though, that the quality of  discussions held on the question

of regional disarmament reflected the growing consideration which regional

aspects of disarmament has been drawing lately. A compilation of general

elements of the subject, which emerged during the course of deliberations on

the agenda item, is listed in the Chairman's paper, annexed to the report.

In Working Group IV the role of science and technology in relation to

international security and disarmament was thoroughly discussed. The relevant

report contains a procedural section as well as a compilation of the

substantial debate which took place on the four sub-items of the topic. The
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report also sunanariaes the submitted working papers. Although the

deliberations were considered useful, the complex, wide-ranging and

challenging mandate, encompassing matters that had never before been dealt

with in a systematic debate in the United Nations will require further efforts

during the next session.

In a general assessment of the work of this year's session of the

Disarmament Commission, the implementation 02 the adopteU reform progrsmme  has

to be considered successful. The 1991 session of the Disarmament Commission

achieved considerable progress on many items, frequently stopping just short

of consensus. I see good reasons for confidence that the remaining time,

allocated to the four agenda items, should produce concrete results.

I should like to remark that the pre-session consultations held by the

Chairmen of the four Working Groups greatly facilitated the Commission's

work. These consultations, as well as frequent meetings of the Bureau, also

contributed to the smooth organisation. A careful scheduling of meetings,

furthermore, increased the efficient utilisation of conference services

throughout the 1991 substantive session.

Let me finally express my deep gratitude to all delegations for their

interested participation and for the businesslike manner in which they

conducted their work during the Disarmament Commission's 1991 session. I

should like to pay a special tribute to the members of the Rureau of the

Commission - in particular, the eight Vice-Chairmen and the Rapporteur,

Mr. Babman Naimi Arfa of the Islamic Republic of Iran - for their valuable

cooperation.
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The Chairmen of the four Working Groups have contributed isnnensely  to the

success achieved. Thus, I would like to pay my very special respects to

Ambassador Andre  Erdijs of Hungary8  His Excellency Mr. Amre  Moussa, Foreign

Minister of Egypt, who, at the time of the 1991 substantive session, was still.

serving his country as Permanent Representative to the United Nationsr as well

as to his deputy, Mr. Ssmeh Hassan Shoukry, Ambassador Nugroho Wisnumurti  of

Indonesia and Ambassador Luie de Araujo Castro of Brasil.

I would particularly like to thank my dear friend Mr. Yasushi Akashi,

Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs, for the generous support he

has given to our work. On behalf of the Commission, I also express sincere

thanks to the staff of the Department for Disarmament Affairs, the Secretary

of the Disarmsment Commission, Mr. Lin Kuo-Chung, as well as the Secretaries

of the four Working Groups for their most valuable assistance. I would like

to express my great epprticiation to all ,&e other members of the Secretariat

who assisted the Commission in carrying out its task.

I now present the annual report of the United Nations Disarmament

Commission as contained in document A/46/42.

Mr. HOU Zh.&&lg  (China) (interpretation- from Chinese):A t  t h e

outset, I should like to express, on behalf of the Chinese delegation, our

warm congratulations to you, Sir, on your election to the chairmanship of  the

First Committee. I also wish warmly to congratulate the other members of the

Bureau on their election. I am confident that, with your distinguished

talent, extensive knowledge and rich experience, you will guide the work of

the Committee to success. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank

your predscessor, Ambassador Rana of Nepal, for his  contribution to the First

Committee at the forty-fifth session of the General Assembly.
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At present, the international situation and world structure ape 

witnessing great and profound changes, and the world has entered a period of 

transition from the old structure to a new one. In recent years, United 

States-Soviet relations have relaxed and the military confrcntation between 

the East and the West has been weakened. The dark cloud of the Gulf crisis 

has already dispersed. Some burning issues in the Asia-Pacific region are 

moving towards political settlement, and the situation in southern Africa is 

continuing to ease up. All these developments have been welcomed by the 

international community. 

Bowever, people are also keenly aware of the fact that the world is far 

from being one of peace and tranquility. Problems of instability and 

turbulence have become more prominent in the world situation. The 

contradictions between .14r Worth and South have been further aggravated by the 

widening of the economic gap between them and the greater disparity between 

the rich and poor. Today, over one billion people around the world are still 

living in absolute poverty, and many are struggling for survival against 

starvation and disease. New conflicts are arising with the exacerbation of 

ethnic, racial and religious clashes in a number of countries, including in 

Europe. The national independence and territorial integrity of some countries 

are under threat whils intense civil strife and political turmoil have caused 

serious damage to others. In a word, international security, peace and 

development still face serious challenges. All this has elicited the deep 

concern 3f the international community. 

Faced with such a complex situation, the peoples of the world have grown 

more concerned with the questions Qf peace, development, security and 

disarmament. They all wish to see the establishment of a xx?w international 

order that will make our world a better one tQ live in. The establishment of 
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a peaceful, stable, just and equitable new international order is in harmony

with the will. of the people and meets the needs of the times.

It is the view of the Chinese Government that a genuinely just and

equitable new international order should conform to the purposes and

principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, as well-as to those

norms that have proved practical in guiding inter-State relations and are

widely accepted by the international community. Experience in international

relations has shown that the five principles of mutual respect for sovereignty

and territorial integrity, mutual non-aggression, non-interference in the

internal affairs  of  other States, equality and mutual benefit, and peaceful

coexistence have crystallised the spirit and purposes of the Charter and

correctly outlined the most fundamental norms governing international

relations. They reflect the characteristics essential to a new type of

international  relat ions. We therefore maintain that the new international

order envisaged should be established on the basis of these principles.

The theme "peace, security and disarmament" to be deliberated by this

Committee is closely linked to the establishment of a new international

order. In order to go further into this question with other delegations, here

I wish to state the Chinese Government's principled positions and stands.

China is of the view that the development of each country and the

progress of mankind both require above all a peaceful and stabla  international

environment. Historical experience has shown that the following elements are

essential to the maintenance of world peace. All countries should respect

each other's sovereignty, treat each other as equals and try to seek common

ground while putting aside differences, carrying out friendly cooperation and

living in harmony. No country should seek hegemony, try to manipulate

international  affairs,  or pursue power poli t ics.  All  countries  should observe
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the principle of mutual respect for territorial integrity and the

inviolabil i ty  o f  national  borders, and no country should be allowed to invade

or annex the territories of other countries. Disputes between States should

be 8ettlsd in a reacoaabla  manner by peaceful means rather than by the use or

threat of force.

We also hold that the new international order should ensure general

international  security. Thus, the following principles must be abided by.

The s8cutity of all regions - East or West, North or South - is equally

valuable and should be treated au such. The security of all States - large or

urnall, strong or weak, rich or poor - is equally important. Such practices as

the big bullying the small, the strong lording it over the weak, and the rich

oppreseing  the poor should be effectively rejected. Bach and every country is

a sovereign member of the international cormrunity  entitled to participate in

the discussion and settlement of international affairs on an equal footing.

Every State ha8 the right to choose independently its own social, political

and economic systems and its own path of development  in light of its own

national conditiona. No country should impose its own values, ideology or

mode of development on other countrie8.

Such a new international order undoubtedly conforms to the fundamental

interests  of  the peoples of  al l  countries. China is willing to work with

otber Member State6  and to .nake its own contribution to establishing a new

international order.

Stopping the arms race and real l%ing effective disarmament are important

components in the endeavour to establish a new international order. China has

always pursud an independent foreign policy of p:ace and has made untiring

efforts to msirctain world peace and security. China has always opposed the
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arm8 race and 8tobd for the complete prohibition and thorough destruction of

nuclear,  8paoer chemical and biological weapon@. and for banning rematch on

and developmWAt of any new type of weapon of mass destruction. We are also in

favour of the drastia reduction of conventional weapons. China baa adopted a

constructive attitude on questians of  arms control and disarmament,pnd  taken,

on it8 own initiative, a serie8 of  practical actions.
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Ths Chinese Government alWay  attaches groat import8ace  and devote8 its

effort8  to the promotion of nucl8ar di8atrnaIUent 8nd tbo prevention of nualsar

war end it ha8 aovot ovadod it8 Own rOspon8ibilitie8. On the very first day

that i t  carm i n to  po88orrion  of auelosr wOapoa8 China rol~mnly declared that

at no tim8 and under no circum8t8nco8  would China b8 the first to ~80 nuclear

woapomr  and that it would not u8e or throaton  to ~80 nuclear weapon8 against

non-nuclear-weapon States and nuclear-weapon-free aonw.

China hop08 that all the nualear-weapon Stat86 will declare solemnly that

t h e y  undortak8  the 8ame Commitment unCOnditiOAally.  Ctiaa propose6 t h e

conclurion of an international convention oa the non-firat  ~80 of nuclear

weapon8 and the conclusion  of  international legal instrument8 on tho non-u88

or threat Of the u8e Of nUClear weapon8 againllt  nOn=nUalOar-WOapOn  State8 and

nuclear-weapon-free aone8. We hop0 that China.8 proposal will receive a

poritiva ro8pon8e.

The Declaration of the 19908 a8 the Third Di8aranament  Decade emphasises

that nwlear di8as’ImnMt  still enjoy8 the highest priority and that we must

continue urgently to seek Oarly reduction8 inI and the evontual elimination

of, nuclear weapons. In rO6OlUtiOn  45158 D, adopted by con8on8u8 at the

forty-fifth ae88ion of the General A88enrbly,  the countries poarossfng the

largort nuclear arrenal8 are urged to continuo to dirchargr their special

rOspn8ibilitiO8  by taking the lead in halting the tortiag,  production and

deployment of nuclear weapons and in drastically reducing at an early date all

typO8 of nuclear weapons they have deployed. This will create conditions for

the convening of a broadly representative international conference  on nuclear

dinarmament  with the participation of all nuclear-weapon States.
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Three months ago, the United States and the Soviet Union signed the

Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START). Recently, the heads of State of the

two c?ountries  have announced some positive measures and proposals concerning

the reduction, limitation and control of nuclear weapons. These are new steps

towards meeting the requests contained in the General Assembly resolution.
.

This is a welcome event and we hope that these measure8 will be put into

effect a8 soon as possible and that the process of nuclear-arms control and

nuclear disarmament will be accelerated.

For the purpone  of safeguarding world peace and international security

and stability, the Chinese Government follows a consistent policy of not

advocating, encouraging or engaging in nuclear proliferation  and of not

helping other countries develop nuclear weapons, In September 1990, China

attended tha Fourth Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the

Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT)  as an observer. Last August, the

Chine80 Government declared it8 decision in principle to accede to the NPT.

The Chinese Government ha8 always adopted a positive, prudent md

responsible policy in international cooperation in the peaceful uses of

nuclear energy. As a member of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IARA),

China strictly abide8 by the Statute of the Agency. China requires the States

that are recipients of its nuclear exports to provide a guarantee that the

nuclear materials imported from China will be used only for peaceful

purposes. China signed an agreement with the Agency under which it

voluntarily places some of it8 nuclear facilities under the Agency’s

safeguards . By doing so, China has made a positive contribution to the

prevention of nuclear proliferation.
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China has all along supported the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free

aones and aones of peace by the countries concerned in various regions on the

basis of their own agreement through negotiations. We maintain that all

nuclear-weapon States should respect the status of nuclear-weapon-free sones

and undertake corresponding obligations, a s  th i s  represent s  an  e f f e c t i v e

measure which contributes to the security and stability of all regions and

promotes nuclear disarmament. On the basis of this principled stand, China

signed and ratified the relevant additional protocols under the Treaty for the

Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean and the

South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty and supports the proposals for the

establishment of nuclear-free aones in Africa, the Middle East, South Asia,

the Korean peninsula and other regions.

It was pointed out in the resolution adopted by the General Assembly

during i ts  last  session that “the qualitative aspect of the arms race needs to

be addressed along with its quantitative aspect” (-on 45/58 D,

ppra. 1Q).T h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  r e s o l u t i o n  45155  A  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f

halting the arms race and preventing its extension to outer space has bean put

on the disarmament agenda as a pressing issue. China maintains that there

should be a complete prohibition of  all weapons of  mass destruction, including

any new types of weapons of mass destruction. China supports the early

negotiation and conclusion of an international agreement on a complete ban on

outer-space weapons so that outer space will be used exclusively for peaceful

purposes for the benefit of  mankind.

China has always been of the view that it is also imperative that the

drastic reduction in conventional armaments be carried out along with vigorous

efforts to promote nuclear disarmament. We welcome the Treaty on Conventional
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Armed Forces in Biwop8, the region with the highest concentration of armaments

in the world, It is hoped that the armed forces, weapons and equipment

reduced in one region will not be transferred to other regionst any bilateral

or multilateral agreement on arm8 control and di8armament  should contribute to

the maintenance of the peace and security of all States and region8.  The time.

has come for the drastic reduction and complete withdrawal of all military

forces deployed in foreign torri’:ories and for the dismantling of foreign

mil i tary  baSO8.

We are pleased to point out that the Third Review Conference on the

Convention on the prohibition of biological weapons recently held in Geneva

was a success and the final Declaration adopted at the Conference will help to

further onhanoo the affectiveno of the Convention. At pro8ent, the

negotiations on a convention on the complete prohibition and thorough

destruction of chemical weapons are accelerating and proceeding in depth.

Thanks to the joint efforts of both Member States and non-member States,

notable progress has been made in the negotiations, though some divergencies

and diff icult ies  remain.

China is a non-chemical-weapon State and has been a victim of chemical

weapons in the past. We have always stood for the complete prohibition and

thorough destruction of all chemical weapons and an early realisation of the

goal of a world free of chemical weapons. The Chinese Government attaches

great  importance  to , and has actively participated in, the negotiations on the

convention on chemical weapons and has put forward a series of constructive

proposals.

In-depth negotiations ars going on at the Conference on Disarmsmont  on

such important issues as challenge inspection, inspection o f  civi l ian chemical
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industries, organisation of the convention, abandoned chemical weapons and

assistance to States parties under the threat of chemical weapons. Jt needs

to be pointed out that, like many other Governments, the Chinese Government

also emphasises, among other things, the importance and urgency of a fair

solution to the question of abandoned chemical weapons. We are ready to

accelerate, together with other parties, the negotiations in a serious,

responsible and businesslike spirit for an early conclusion of the

convention. China wil l ,  as  alway8, continue to make i ts contribution to the

early conclusion of a universal convention on the complete prohibition and

thorough destruction of all chemical weapons.

. Due attention should also be given by this Committee to the restriction

of international arms trade and to an increase in openness and transparency in

military matters and the arms trade , with a view to building mutual confidence

and promoting common security.
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we maintain that, while addressing these issuues, they should be

considered together with other aspects of diearmament and security. In this

connection, the same principle of a fair , reasonable, comprehensive and

balanced approach should be strictly abided by. The largest arms exporting

countries should take the lead to adopt effective self-restraint measures and

drastically reduce their arms exports. Acts of infringing upon the

sovereignty and interfering in the internal affairs of other countries, or

supporting secessionist activities through arms sales, should be prevented.

The relevant measures should genuinely serve the interest of security and

stability of all countries and regions and the world se a whole.

China attaches importance to regional disarmament and has always held

that  b i la tera l , regional and multilateral disarmament should complement each

other. We believe that participation in appropriate activities of regional

arms control and disarmament by countries fn the light of the specific

conditions of their region will promote peace and development of the region.

The focus of currbnt  regional disarmament, as pointed out in resolution

45/58 C, adopted by consensus, is in regions witn high concentrations of

armaments.

We live in a diversified world in which historical, political, economic

and social development backgrounds vary from region to region. Arrangments

for disarmament in different regions should be made in line with the specific

conditions of the regiona concerned rather than adopting a single formula.

China maintains that the military forces of all countries should be used

solely f9r self-defence and no countries should seek  armaments exceeding their

reasonable defence needs. We support the proposal for the establishment in

the Middle East of a aone free of weapons of mass destruction; we are also in

favour of the realisation of arms control in the Middle East through
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consultations and negotiation8 among the countries concerned on an equai

footing based on the principle of a comprehensive and balanced approach so

that just and lasting peace will be established in the region, Opinions and

proposal8 of different countries in the -region should be fully respected and

heeded. The monopoly of affairs by a few countries and imposition of their

views on others should be prevented. Arms control in the Middle East should

I be linked to the Middle East peace process. The United Nations should bring

its rightful role into full play and should convene, when necessary, a

r;onference on arms control in the Middle Ba* t. with the participation of all

the. countries concerned.

The task is arduous and the road long for the people throughout the world

struggling to safeguard peace and security and to establish a Ipew

international order. The world is faced with new challenges as well as

opportunities and hopes. The Chinese delegation will participate in the work

of the First Committee in a serious and businesslike manner and one of

constructive cooperation. We will energetically support all motions,

proposals and recommendations which are in the interest of peace, reaurity and

disarmament and which seek to establish a just and equitable new international

order. Together with other delegations , we are ready to make our due

contribution to the auacebs of the work of the Conrmittee and to new progress

in promoting security and disarmament.

WM. Ohmgary)  : I should like first of all to congratulate you,

Sir, most warmly on your election to the important post of Cbairum of the

First Committee and offer you my delegation's cooperation in fulfilling your

challenging mandate.
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Ihe issue of the prohibition of attacks against nuclear facilities has

always been the subject of serious consideration and received a remarkable

degree of attention in many multilateral forums. This problem has a constant

place on the agenda of the Conference on Disarmament and was also discussed

within the framework of the Review Conferences of States Parties to the Traaty

on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), at the General Conferences

of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and, of course, hers in the

First Committee, It is now commonly recognised that any armed attack on

nuclear facilities could potentially lead to a massive release of radioactive

substances. The consequences of such a release - so painfully proved by the

pattern rrf the Chernobyl accident - would afflict not only the immediate

surrounding area and the country that was the first victim, but neighbouring

and aare distant countries might be endangered by nuclear pollution as well.

Oddly enough, neither that recognition nor the considerable time and

attention devoted to this issue has yet resulted in tangible achievements.

After long years of negotiations, there is still no light at the end of the

tcnnel. The stagnation and inability in this field is even more striking in

comparison to the flexibility and quick reaction of the international nuclear

energy community with regard to the Chernobyl accident in elaborating the

respective Conventions on the early notification of a nuclear accident and on

assistance in the case of  a nuclear emergency.

However, some positive elements have emerged in the wake of our common

efforts. Delegations at the Conference on Disarmament and other forums

witnessed the birth of a number of constructive  ideas, providing useful bases
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for further negotiations. It should also be noted that the Additional

Protocols to the Geneva Convention of 1949 already provide for a limited

protection of works and instsllations containing dangerous substanaes,

including nuclear electricity-generating. stations. Thus, what we need at this

point  is  not  a  Bapproach but a thxough analysis of the situation

and the further requirements from the political, technical, legal and

practical  s tandpoints.

Clearly, the problem of prohibition of attacks on nuclear facilities is

primarily a  subject  fo r  polit ical  decis ion-making.  &vents  Gf the past  year

have certainly exerted a degree of influence on the politicel atmosphere of

the negotiations, Some of them might be disadvantageous, but taking into

account the Conventional Armed Forces in Europe {CFE) Treaty and the Paris

Declaration, the Strategic Arms Reduction Talks (START) TEesty, the recent

initiatives for sweeping cuts in nuclear arsenals and the continuing trend

towards cooperation amonyst former political und military rivals, the overall

picture iS obviously positive.

At the same time, the beneficial overall political mood is not in itself

sufficient to solve the problems that lie ahead. The basis for any

prohibition must be a clear-cut mope that is both politically feasible and

practical ly  applicable. We muet frankly admit that 10 far the Chrferenar  or

Disarmament has not been successful in its efforta to elaborate such a soope.

Taking a closer look at this problem, the conclusion emerge8 that a

prohibition should be global in order to bo effective. However, it seems that

an absolutely wide scope including all nuclear facilities has proved

unsuccessful in meeting any of the requirements.
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The issue of  prohibition of  attacks against nuclear facilities haa also

received considerable attention within the framework of the NPT follow-up

process. Even against the background of the findings of the United Nations

Special Commission, the IAEA safeguards system, with the necessary

improvements, should remain the most credible guarantee of the peaceful use of

nuclear energy. Let me recall in this regard that the issue of  prohibition of

attacks on nuclear facilities was thoroughly discussed at the Fourth Review

Confereaoe  of the NPT and enjoyed consensus  in the draft final document of the

Conference.
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A credible legal prohibition on attacks is not to be aonsidered an the

ultimate booster of the cohesion of the nuclear non-proliferation regime. At

the same time, it must be evident for both States partier and non-parties to

the non-proliferation Treaty that in the long run the only cauntrie6 to have a

politically and legally justifiable claim for the protection of their

facilities will be those which clearly renounce the nuclear option by fully

honouring non-proliferation commitments, in particular through a strong nnd

rigorous safeguards system.

A proposed approach to a possible solution of the issue is that the

prohibition should cover attacks on nuclear facilities with the potential for

causing maba destruction. This approach does not raise global problems and

has the potential of being in line with the requirement of practical

applicability because of the more limited number of such facilities. Of

course, a number of basic questiono concerning this line of thinking remain

unanswered, the moat important being how to define "ma88 destruction". A

great deal of technical expert work is still to be done. We need a clearer

picture of what might actually happen, in the very physical sel?ee of that

word, if a nuclear facility were attacked. Further study is needed of the

characteristics of the potential radioactive pollution from such an attack.
I

Attention muat be paid to the task of analysing the short-term and long-term

) effects of radiation on humane as well. A definition of the term "mass

destruction" th~f 18 acceptable both morally and practically can be drawn up

only in the light of the results of such expert work.
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Pinally, let me address in a few words the question of an appropriate

forum in which to prepare an agreement on the prohibition of attaakr on

nuclear facilities. In this regard, the importance of the Conference on

Disarmament cannot be denied. I have already mentioned that the negotiationa

in the Conference on Disarmament have produced many useful and promising.

idear. Unfortunately, it beema  to be the nature of the Conference on

Disarmament that even the most promising ideas do not easily lead to uonaensus

solutions on key issues. Moreover, it is a well-known fact that some

countries do not share the opinion that the problem of a prohibition on

attacks belongs to the realm of disarmaments  rather, they consider it to be an

issue of humanitarian law. In this regard, the coming, twenty-sixth, general

Conference of the International Committee of tbo Rod Crow  (ICRC) in late

November and early December this year might offer a good opportunity to

address the problem in a different environment. Though it remain8 our

conviction that the ideal solution would be the convening of an independent

diplomatic conference, the involvement of the ICRC could servo the gonuino

interests of other approaches as well , especially by making good use of the

ICRC'r erporienco  in providing a framework for expert  work. Ia the light of

that, it aeema  to be advisable not to follow up until next year, at the

forty-seventh session of the General Assembly, the relevant tosolution adopted

on the prohibition of attacks against nualoar faailitior. Hopefully, that

would onable  alf of uo to take into aonridoration the now and poaitivo

developmentr  00 lotig awaited.
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(Qatar) (interpretation from Arabia): Mr. Chairman,

allow me at the outset to aonvey to you, in the name of my delegation, our

congratulations on your election to the chairmanship of this Committee. I am

fully confident that your wise leadership and wide experience in international

affairs will enable us to exchange views and to review all the issues of

international security and disarmament in a manner that will~lead to the

achievement of the desired goals. I cannot fail to congratulate the two

Vice-Chairmen and Rapporteur on theAt election to participate in conducting

the business of the Committee.

The political atmosphere of the Committee is increasingly indicative of a

clarity in international relations, now that the dark clouds of the cold war

are diepereing. We are able to witaees the dawning of an era of harmony and

peace in internationsl relations. Cooperation, understanding and respect for

the rights of peoples have replaced the confrontations, threats and disputes

which used to threaten international peace and security. Also, the sword of

Damocles of nuclear danger , which was hanging over all peoples on this planet,

has n*;)w been lifted.

We view with optimism and gratification the agreement reached by

Presidents Bush and Gorbachev to eliminate short-range nuclear mieeilee. That

complemented the agreement oa the elimination of intermediate-range mieeiles,

which was the beginning of m in international relations. e has

brought about a radical transformation in the situstion of numerous European

States and societies. In the context of that traneformation,  those States and

societies have taken steps that have no precedent in modern history. All this

evolved in an atmosphere of peace and harmony that was totally different from
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anything that took place in the past. This was no longer the sort of ahaage

that humanity used to bring about through bloody wars at groat aoct in human

lives and material damage.

I do not believe that it would ba mistaken to ray that wa have not yet

reached the final destination of this marah. I believe that what w arm.

witnmeeing are the beginningr of inaipiont poaitivo developmontr that will

bring about a better world of peaae and tranquillity and a olimata that will

be favourable to the elimination of hotbodr of tension and to the rorolving of

disputes thnt still raga in many parts of the world.
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It ia notworthy  that the agroomantr  which haw beon anmouncod do not

complotoly l limiaato a nunrber of problur. Nor do they l rtinquioh the firm

of conflict0 chat still throaten a numbr of rogion8 ia the world. Thir

feslhg wa8 voiced quit0 ofearly in tho’courro of the mating at the

mini8terial level of the non-aligned  countrier in ohana a Cow week8 ago.

Psrticipantr warned againat over-optiaisrr  and rtat.4 that to ignore the fact

that there relmia problem8 which @till await far-roaching  rolutionr ir to

deviate from conarate reality, For unlerr w take account of thir faat axkd

search for solution8 to there problem8 , we 8hall be moving toward8 the

opposite of our ultimate goal8 in thi8 Connittee, namely arm8 reduction and

eventual complete dirarmarnent.

The atmorphere of cooperation 8nd under8tanding wa live in now makes it

possible for ue to face up to politioal, l conomio and racial ehallonge8. I t

is imperative to move forward from the rtago of the coaltent and increasing

contraction of the danger8 that threaten intornatioaal peace and security to a

new stage of mutual confidenae, that :.ould make it porriblo to adopt

unilateral or comple-etary mea8ureb without any proviour agreemant or

negotiation. This wJLl1 lead to the l rtablirmnt of a new form of atability

8x18 8ecurity in the context of a new world racurity  order.

Given thir nuclear dewlopment, it ir our viaw that it ir a must, to

continue to pay attention to and call for the continued reduction of mclear

weapona the ehangiag of the concept that arm8 and amamants  are the basir of

recurity and the reinforcement of the trmd towardr  the reductioa of nuclear

weapon8 . The agreement between the Boviot Union and the United Stator of

hmerica  on the reduction of the level of tbair auclear wagons fr a matter

that lead8 to gratification. Xowvor, it cannot roplaco the need to pay
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attention to other importaat aid08 of nuclear dirarmemmt,  e8pecially in the

framework of the Conference on Diramamnt in Geneva, aa well a6 the regime of

non-proliferation of nualoar weapon8 rot up by the Treaty on the

Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapon8 (NPT).

It 18 al80 a bourae of gratification to loam that two of the nuolear.

Powera, amely Franae and China, have declared their intention to accede to

the WPT, a matter that will lead to the oompletion of the acceraion  of the

known nuclear State8 to that Treaty. Thir, o f  course, w i l l  reiaforce t h e

non-proliferation regime. Bowvat, it al80 throw into relief the need to

remedy the DhOrtCOming  in that regime. There ir a lack of commitment  by major

Power8 to the provirionr  of the NPT, wbiah oomaitwmrt  uallr for the fulfilment

by the major Power8 of their obligation8 under the Treaty.

We are not only of there who call for the roduution of nuclear weapona,

but we also call for their mmplete l limitation, 10 that the nuclear threat

may diDappear completely. We,kliove that thir will require perseverance in

the ongoing effort8 in the Conference on DiDarmament in Geneva to deal with

the multiple aspect8 of nuolear amamnta, rueh a8 the halting of nuclear

teutb, the search for effOCtiVe meaDUrea  that WOUUI  gWrMtO0 th0 DOCurity of

the non-nuclear-weapon Stat08 againat  the throat or the uao of nuclear weapon8

BgEhinDt them Mb the oontinuation  of the multilator~l  mgotiationa  on nuclear

di8armmiint.

Over the part tow yoara , we have rupgortad the creation of

nuclear-weapon-free Done8  in many part8 of the world. Proporalr wre made on

that, including the croation of a nuclear-capon-frao  aono in the ragion of

the Middle Eart. The croation of ruch a aone 18 at111 on* of the imperative8

for the atability aud recurity of the region, l specially if we take into
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MCOMt that Israel still 80 far rOfU8ea  t0 secede t0 the NpT and always

refuse8 to aubjeot all it8 installation8 to the iaternationsl inspection

regime under the auspice8 of the International Atomic Bnerqy Agency at a time

when there ia a stronger trend toward8 accession to the said Treaty.

We believe that the international community ha8 a duty not to spare an

effort in making the necessary DrrMgemMtD to e8tDbliDh that sone ad a

contribution by the international community to the strengthening of the

security of our region anu the elimination of the nuclear dMqer8 that

threaten it. In this regard, it behove8 me to refer to the fact that the

lateat developments concerning the holding of the peace conference on the

Middle Saet in Wadrid at tha end of this month is cause for optimisms we hope

that this conference will reflect favourably on the security of the region in

a manner  that would lead to 8trengthMing the prospects of establishing that

aone, to completing the quorum of accession to the NPT and to the elimination,

oace for all, of the nuclear danger8 that threaten the region.

It is al80 noteworthy in this regard that the threat posed to the region

does not arise only from nuclear weapona, but aleo from chemical weapona,

which have greatly proliferated recently. We wish to x-ad here the

progreaa  made in the negotiation8 of the Conference on Di88rnUM!Ont in Geneva

toward8 agreement on the prohibition of chemical weapons. We hope that

effort8 will continue to reach agreement on the issue of verification, which

M essential element in the aforementioned prohibition. We also wi8h to

express our gratification, a8 the end of negotiation on that agreement ir near

at hMQ, now that the year 1992 ha8 been ret a8 a Qeadlins for the conclusion

of there neqotiationr.
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intrrest in elimiaating conventional wapona iv worthy of full eupport

beMU 80 per cent of arrnr expenditure , which exceed8 $1,000 billion, ia

apent on conventional weapona. Therefore, we support conventional weapon8

reduction pr.ovideQ that thir will not breach the security requirement8 of

State8 for their leqitimate relf-defence  in acoordanco with the Ch&rter Md in

implementation Of the final documeat Of the tenth DpWial  DeDDiOn  Of the

Oeaeral A88embly.

While we welcome, a8 a matter of principle, the rtudy conducted by the

Secretary-General in imglefnentation of the request by thu General Assembly

concerning way8 and m8118 of rainforcing transparency in international

traaaferr of conventional weapon8 , we conaider thet the proporal put forward

by the Western Counttier 8ad Japan to have a register  of such transfer8 in the

United Nation8 is atill a matter for consideration 8nd rtudy by the VariOUD

groups. We do hope that the final text will be compatible with the beaired

COUIprehenaiVenOaD  of that register and with the principle of tranrparency. We

al80 hop8 that it will be non-diacrtiinatory Md in the intereat of all 80

that it may load to a genuine reduction in conventional b-ap3na, which in turn

caa be expectad to reduce the DtUpendOUD  outlay8 earmrkod for arrrsaasnt.

Other conrequences  would include the strengthening of the whole

dirarmanent paoce88 and th0 COnDOlidatiOn  Of the relationrhip  bOtU8en

di8amnt Md dOVel0~r.k. The ptOCO8808 of developeat, e8pecially in the

developing countries, cannot follow their natural course unlear the neceraary

roaourcea are rrsde available for that purporr  by relearinq the money rpent oa

the arm8 race.

The unfolding Went8 on the international  scene Md the dawning of a new

international order where security concept8 have chMgeQ entail challenger
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that should be properly ooafronted. We maintain that the prinoiple of

multilsteralhm in dealing with internstioaal  problem, aa emboQied in the

United NatiOnD, ta the kst way to mmure  the aooperatJon of all the countries

of t&e wwld in resolving international'proble~~.

Thir i8 80mthinq that und~rlie,s international democracy au8 through

which we rhall realire the aspirationa of people8 to contribute towards

buildiaq a bettor world in which wo Dhall witness the dawn of happineDa,

prosperity as8 trMquillity. The United Nation8 ha8 au importcurt, aa

e88ential Mb an l ffeative role to play in achieving that end, Md we

?.hereforo  ronow our wholehearted support for it in that endeavour. We will

spare no effort towards that end.

Mr. 2AfIRAT3 (l?gypt)tL e t  me,at the outlet, convey to you, ait, the

conqratulatione of the delegatson of Egypt on your arsumption of the

ChairacMship of the ?irrt Committee. Your vast diplonmtia Mb political

experience  Md your well-kaowa peraonal abilities will undoubtedly oontribute

ao8t effeCtiv.ly  toward8 the DUcC088 Of th0 COamrittOe'e  work et this 8888iO0.

I should alro like to extend oly conqratulationa to the othet members of the

Bureau of the Comittoe on their election and wish both you and them every

8UCCl)bD.

Xp delegation would reire tbir opportunity to l sprera it8 appreciation

for the effort8 and the l rcollent preparation of our deliberatiOn8 in the

Pirrt Comnitteo  by Mr. Yaarurhi AltaDhi,  Under-Secretary-Genral, and by the

Degartmnt  of DiDarUIaWmt  Affairs under hi8 energetic guidancer and I

congratullrte Ur. Irhaahi on hi8 rtstement.

During last year’8 general debuts, the overwhelming majority of

dePegationo l ⌧Qre8888 their optimism concerning the drametio development8 ti
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had odourrod in international rrlationr. Thor0 dovalopmontr wet0 meen an

heralding prorpooto  for the l ad of a painful ahaptor in humanity’r hirtory  in

whiah the world had been preoaaupiod  by aonfrontation and devastating aoafliat.

It is mort gratifying, ar wo moot  hors today, to aoto the aonrolidation

of this welaoma proaesr  aad itr furthor advanaewnt. Thir now rpfrit har

manifested itrelf ia rubrtantial progresr  on the road toward8 aahieving the

goal of general and aomplote dJ..rarmamont, thur paving the way to aaaelrrated

Lsoaial and eaonomia dovelopmant and mhemaed offortr to improve the welfare of

mankind.

Egypt wholeheartedly welaonm the l mpharir aurrently being given to the

topic of disarmament ia general and nualoar dirarmament in partiaular, which

ha8 gained momentum  following the improvowat in bilateral rolationr betworn

the United States of Ameriaa and the Soviet Union.

The roaent rigning - at the and of July 1991 - of the Strategia Arm8

Reduction (START) Treaty, in whiah the Unit.6 Stater and the Soviet Unioa

committed themaelver  to rubrtantial roduotiona in their rtratogia long-range

and intercontinental nuclear weapons, further rtrongthenr  the process of

nuclear dirarmamont. Thir Treaty, togothor  with the Treaty on the Eliminatioa

of Intermediate-Pango and Shorter-Raaga  Nirsilor (In Treaty), illurtrato

again that if political will ir direated toward8 rorolving long-rtanding

obrtacler muoh aan be achiovod. Wo wolaomo thooo two important agreements au

additional rtepr on the arduour road towards aahioving the ultimata objective

of aomplote aab total nualoar  dirarmawnt to whioh wo arpiro.
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In the mame aontext, we highly aommend the initiative of President Bush

announaod  on 27 September 1991, and the positive reaation  thir iaitiativ~ haa

reaeived in the Soviet Union in the form of Prraident Qorbaahev’s  disarmament

proporals. For the firrt time in dsaade8,  wo are beginning to hear of an

impending raaet gradual a6 it is, to dharm, au ogpored to an arm8 raae. We

are thus moving toward8 an era of mutual trulrt and aonfidenao  la whiah we oee

unilateral and aomplemantary diearmamoat measurer being adopted even without

prior aonsultations or negotiations. We hope such a trend will beaome

univerral.
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The Egyptian’delegation  aeises  thir opportunity also to welaome the

deaieion  of the Worth Atlaatia Treaty Qrganiaation  (NATO) announaed  on

17 October to slash the Weatera alliance’s nuclear arsenal in Europe by an

additional 700 warhead8 and to destroy 50 per cent of the nuclear bombs that

are being stookpiled  ia Europe for poaaible uee aboard allied aircraft.

There new attitudes and initiatives concerning mean0  of truly achieving

both individual and collective security must blossom and spread their branchee

and their roota. I t  is  alao necessary to emphasitae  that  the el imination of

the aontinuing threat poeed to the entire world by existing stockpiler of

nuolear weapons and their ongoing refinement can be achieved only by the

mutual efforta of the international community and with all States

partiaigatiag and aoatributiag on a basis al equality.

Egypt’s commitment to the goals and objectives of disarmament is a matter

of record. We have reiterated st every opportunity that nuclear disarmament

must definitely remain a subject of the highest priority ou the international

disarmament agenda. It. remaina  our firm intention to pursue the ultimate goal

of the elimination of the nuclear-arms threat, which at111 jeopardisea  the

very eniatence of humanity.

Though the primary responsibility  for international nuclear disarmament

muet remain with the nuclear-weapon States, the importance of the multilateral

approach to dealing with disarmament issues must be emphasised. Siace the

riakr and dangers of maintaining weapons arsenals at their clnrrent levela  is

shared equally by all members of the international community, ahariag in the

neceesary process that can contribute towards the total elimination of these

risks and danger8  should be clearly accepted as  just i f iable.
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At the mno time, it ir our aoneidered opinion that global and regional

approaches to dirarmament coarpi@Wnt each other and lrhould be pursued

simultaneously 60 as to prowto regional and interaational  peace and

security. And, again lo the regionel Context, due attention must be paid to

the mne priorities ae those that apply to global disarmament.

Egypt has conelatently supported all efforts direated towards regional

disarmament aa b- import?mt, indeed vital, element that can effectively reduce

tension and mistrust between Stator. At the mme time, we have always

emphasised the importance of addreaaing not only the meana but also the roots

of both regional and international tendiona. It is our view that a realietic

approach to regional diearmement murt alearly take account of the divergent

characterietiaa of each particular region, and therefore rpecific modalitia3

must be drawn up to wet the recurity  concern8 of all State0 belonging to a

particular area accurately, jurtly and equitably.

We note with u%tirfaction the recent positive developmeatr in

international  relationa, which have aontributod poritively towarda the

reduction of tenrion in variour hotbed6 of regional conflict, thereby

providing the necessary climate to address the iseues of regional diearmament

conrtruatively and practically.

Egypt bar been actively purruing itr ongoing initiatives  for the

eetablishment of a nuclear-weapon-free soae in the Middle East since 1974 in

the context of the United Matlone. In addition, Prorident Mubarah  propused  in

April 1990 that the Middle tart rhould be declared n togion free of all

weapon8 of maurn dertruction. Th880 initiati~er  are directed primarily towarda

the goal elf oteuming the ercalation of the criair still gripping the Middle
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E,!st region throubh concrete meanurea in the field of dirarmamont  that would

involve all States in the region without exaeptioa. Thor. initiativer,

without any doubt, provide for their security conaerna,  thereby getting rid of

one of the major areas of friction and confrontation and opening the path to

the placing of additional emphaaia on mean8 to facilitate a poach proaerr that

will lead to a juet and comprehensive solution to the aonflict in the Middle

East, the core of which is the question of Palestiaa.

The recent criaim in the Gulf harr prompted a number of aountrior to make

their own propoaala on arm6 limitation and control - l specially of arm6 of

maoa destruction - in the Middle East. In this area 8peaific  referenao rhould

be mad- with appreciation to the iuitiatI.ves  launched  by Prerident  Buoh and

President MitterraaC.

Egypt has welaomed all iuitiatives designed to contribute to the

promotion of international and regional stability and eoaurity and lo

committed to engaging in constructive dialog-de and cooperation concernlag such

initiatives, In this aonnectioa, I should like to make roforenno  to a letter

addressed by the Foreign Miniater of Egypt, Mr. knro Muuaaa,  to the

Secretary-6eneral  in whiah he enumerated the basic elomentr which Egypt

believes all regional disarmament propolrala should include with a view to

fulfilling their objeativss. These are, m, givitq priority to

ridding the region of weapons of mass deetruction - namely, nuuloar, chemical

and biological weapon8 - and considering meaoureo for conventional armr

reduction vh!jn political circum3tancea  permit.
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In addition, on 5 July 1991 Egypt announced, through a statement  made by

Foreign  Minister Mouaaa, A series of additional ideas and proposals on the

irrue of regional diearm-nt in the Middle East. These proposals are,

-:

Statea of the Middle Baat whiah have not yet dune 60 dealare their

commitment not to UIO nuclear, chemical or biological weapona, not to produce

or acquire nuclear weapons or nualear material susceptible  to military use and

to disporre of any e?ieting atoak of such material, and to accept the

International Atomic Energy Agencry  (IAEA) safeguards regime.

Staten of the region which have not yet done 80 declare thcrir commitment

to adhere to the non-proliferation Treaty ab well 81 to the 1972 Convention on

the prohibition of biological weapon6 no later than the coaalusion of the

nogotiationr on the prohibition of chemical weapons being conducted by the

Conferenao r)n Diearmament.

me Middlrr East State6 declare their aommitmeat to addreou  measurer

relating to all form8 of delivery systems for weapoas of mass deetructioa.

The nation0 of the region approve the aabignment to an organ of the

United Nation6 or otihor  international organisation of a role, to be agreed

upon, in the verification of the agreement to be concluded.
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The developments in the Qulf region have focused the attention of a large

number of State6 on the adverse uonaeguencea  that the introduction of weapon6

of maaa destruction in the Middle East can inflict not only on the region but

also on international peace and security. For this reason wa have witneared a

growing tide of endorsements for both Egyptian initiativs6. The+mo6t  recent

was recognised by the Security Council in ita resolution 687 (1991) and by the

five permanent member6 of the Security Council during the meeting of expert6

in Paris in July 1991. In the light of this increasing level of support, we

feel that the time is ripe for concrete action to be taken in the appropriate

international forums to implement President Mubarak’a initiative through

conaultatioaa with the interested parties.

Egyrlrt  continues satively  to support the Treaty on the Non-Proliferatioa

of Nuclear Weapon6 a6 the cornerstone of nuclear disarmament effort6 aimed at

the elimination of all nuclear weapons. Egypt welcomes the announcement by

both China and Fraaae of their intention to accede to the Treaty and views

thia development a6 a major step that will further strengthen the

non-proliferation regime. The same can definitely be aaid of the aacesaion of

South Africa, Zimbabwe, Tanaania and Z6mbia to the Treaty, and alao of the

declared intention of Angola and Namibia to accede to it. We hope that this

important development will accelerate the denuclearioation of Africa, bringiag

about it6 speedy implementatioa in accordanctt with general Aaaombly

reaoluf;ion  45156, which call6 for a meeting of experts to bo held in Addia

Absba during 1991. Denuclearisation will have a marked effect on the security

and atability of the African continent, providing its people with tha

opportunity to concentrate their efforts on achiev:ng economic and social

dtivelopment.
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Nowever, we rhould not ove,tlook the importanae  of full dieclosure by the

Goverament of South Afriaa of itr nuolear installations and materials in

parallel with the implomontation of the Safeguards Agreement rigned between

the Qovermnelat of South Afriaa and the Intematioaal Atomio Energy

Ageaay (IAEA). The Diroator General of the Agenay  is requested to

“verify the aomplsteners  of the inventory of South Africa’s nuclear

inatsllationr aud material”

in aooordanae  with the Agency’s aenaral Coaferenae  resolution

OC(ZXXV)/BES/S67,  adopted la 6eptemWr 1991.

We also Pearnod from the axp@rianca of the Qulf war aad following the

implemeatation of Security Council r&rolueion 687 (1991) that the IAEA

safeguard mechanism muat k rtrengthened in order to ensure greater acope for

detection of clandestine violation of the nor;-proliferation Treaty

obligatioaa, The overriding aontribution of the non-proliftiration  Treaty

regime to peace and saaurity mumt not be challenged. That regime should be

strengthened through oomplementary l ffortm.

We remain convinced thata in the abrence of universal adherence to the

non-proliferation Trerrty, non-nuclear-weapon State8 parties to the Treaty are

within their legitimate sighto in demanding the strengthening of security

aamrancee as provided by Soourity Counail rorolutioa 255 (19661, in order to

offset this unfortunate  rituation.

In this connection, I must Onco again draw attention to the fact that the

provisions of that Seuurity Council resolution and the unilateral declarations

by nuclear-weapon Staten do not provide, in otx opinion, sufficient aaaurancea

to non-nuclear-weapon States against the threat of the use of nuclear

weapons. We believe that this issue must take priority on the agenda for
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strengthening t&d non-proliferation regime aa we kaw closer to the 1995

cxnfrrence  on the future of the non-proliferation Treaty. For that purpobe,

Egypt presented a propoaal to that effect to the Fourth Review Conference of

Partiea to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferafion of Nuclear Weapom, held in

Geneva in the bummer of 1990. .

Since then, several important developmenta  have taken place. In

particular, on 19 December 1990 the general Assembly adopted a single

resolution - resolution M/54 - on the iaaue of effective interaationel

arrangements to aaaure non-nuclear-weapon States against the ~80 or threat of

u10 of nuclear wespops. Accordingly the Conference oa Disarmament decided to

re-establish, for the duration of it8 1991 mmion, en Ad 8oc Committee to

continue to negotiate with a view to reaching agreement zn affaativa

interaational  arrangements to armme aon-nuclear-weapon States against the use

or threat of u80 of nuclear weapons. The debate demonstrated wide mpport  for

the Egyptian initiative. It has become imperative to plug all uuch loopholes

in Security Council rerolution 255 (1966) by adopting an updated version that

would contain oredible aa8utanceb.

The delegation of Egypt considered that a firrt atop was aeaearery - that

is, to initiate a proceaa whereby nuclear-wospon States partie to the

non-prolifaration Treaty would conduct consultations collectively or

individually with the nuclear-weapon State8 not currently parties to the

Treaty on security aa8uraac68, taking into account Security Council resolution

255 (19681, and other States partier to the Treaty would be informed of any

progreslr on appropriate action by the Security Council that might result from

these efforta.
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It har beon rearruring to UI that vsriourr di8armWnt  initiatives

pterentod  during this year have empharrised  the neae6rity of uaiveroal

adhoroaao to the non-proliferation  Treaty aad the importenae  of applying the

full-oaopo IAEA safeguard  system a8 a rollable  meeaa oi verification to ensure

the promotioa of  the peaaeful ~808 of nuclear energy, Irrael’s reluctance to

uomply with either of the two important elements I have referred to can

further fuel rulrpicion in the region regarding its nuclear programme a8 well

ad it8 motivatioaa. Suah suspicion areatee insurmountable  stumbling blocks to

progrearr  in the field of regional disarmament and security in the Middle East.

On a more optimiatio  note, Egypt supported reso lu t ion  GC(XXXV)1RES/571,

&opted at the Sept6mher 1991 6ession  of the General Conference of IAEA, which

affirmed

Yho urgeat nosd for all State8 in the Middle East to . . . accept the

applioatioa  of full-mope Agency rafeguards  to all their nuclear

activitier ar an important confidence-building measure among all States

in the region and a8 a artep in enhancing peace and security in the

aontert of the establishment of a auclear-weapon-free ,sone”.
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Hence, we call upon all States in the region to comply strictly and in good

faith with the provisions of that :?esolution. Such ccmpliance will diminish

considerably the existing level of 8uapiaion  in the area and will enhance the

peace prospec:: in the Middle East.

The aonvening, in January 1991, of the partial teat-ban Triaty amendment

Conference presented the overwhelming majority of the parties with an

opportunity to voice th;rir unabated commitment to the goal of a total

cessation of all nuclear testing. The trend in the general debate refiected

the depth of the international community's resolve to achieve a comprehensive

teat-ban  treaty at the earliest possible time.

For many States - among them Egypt - achieving this goal would herald the

establishment of ii solid foundation for the total elimination of the

devastating threat that nuclear-weapons arsenal8 present. It would spare the

peoples of the world the grave consequenaes  - whether political, economic or

environmental -  associated with continqaed  test ing. However, on the Part of

certain delegations, the political will necessary to the initiation of

progress towards achieving a comprehensive  test ban remained lackiag,

I take this opportunity to welcome the recent decieion of the Soviet

union - announced by President Gorbachev in early October 1991 - to

unilaterally suspend all nuclear testing for a period of one year. We hope

that other nuclear-weapon State8 will adopt similar decisions.

As Egypt is a member of the Conference on Disarmament, my delegation

would like to express its strong rupport for the statement made in this

Committee by Ambassador Horatio  Arteaga of Vsnoauela  in hi8 capacity as

President of the Conference on Disarmament. In addition, my delegation wiahae

to make 8ome  ob8ervations on uome of the items on the agenda of the Conference,
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Jn aoaordaace  with General Assembly re8OlUtiOn 45155, the Ad Hoc

Committee on the Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space concentrated its

deliberation8 on variouu 8ubatantive aspects of  this item. Egypt participated

actively in these deliberations and intends to pursue its role when the Ad Hoc

cOlWdttt30 tOOWl it8 work in 1992. Beariag in mind that the legal regime

applicable to outer space does not, by itself, guarantee the prevent.ion of an

arms race in outer space, we hope that the Ad Xoc Committee will soon be able

to adopt agreed legal provisions to complement the Moon Treaty.

The Egyptian delegation is encouraged by the progress made in the

negotiation8 on the convention on the production, stockpiling and destruction

of chemical weapons, which have entered their final phase. H3wever,  some

irruer remain to bo rottlod bofnre the 1992  dradlino rot for aonalusion of  the

convention. The questions of verification , compliance with the provisions of

the future convention, challenge inspection, and the composition  and

decision-making role of the Executive Council, as well as the venue of the

organisation , raqUir6 further COnSideratiOn. In elaborating a watertight

verif ication regime - imperative aa that  ir - the aonvcation should not impede

the use of chemical 8ubataace8  for peaceful purp0808.~

WO wish at  this Stag6 t0 OmphaSiaO  th0 legit imate interest  Of all  States

in ensuring that the economic and techaologicsl development of their chemical

industries 1~ not hampered. The flow of chemical technology, instruments and

materials for the civilian chemical industries of varioue developing countries

should be ensured. In brief, the verifioatioa mechanism should not place

unnecessary burden8 oa civilian industries - Oarticularly those of the

developing countries.
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Egypt participates actively in the negotiatious in Geneva on the

ccemical-weapons convention and hopes that it will achieve uaiver8al

adherenoe . In this spirit, Egypt has aalled upoa all State8 in the Middle

East that have not yet acceded to the Non-Proliferation Treaty and the

biological-Weapon8 Convention to do so before the COnalUSiOa andbpening for

signature of the chemical-weapons convention and, thus, ensure universal

adherenoe to all international instruments relating to all weapoas of mass

destruction. By the same token, we welaome the Joint Deolaratioa oa tbo

Complete Prohibition of Chemical and Biological Weapons by Argeatina, Brazil,

Chile and Uruguay.

As a signatory to the biological-weapon8 Coaventioa, Egypt participated,

as an observer, in the Third Review Conference. The Egyptian delegation made

a statement expressing its iuterert in having the provisions of the Convention

improved, and followed closely the work of the Conference. We are SatiSfied

that progrems toward8 agreement on confidence-building measures ha8 been

achieved. On the question of verification, the Conference was unable to reach

agreement, except on the establishment of a group of goveramental experts to

examine possible verification measure8 with a view to etrengthening the

Convention. Egypt beliOVe8 that the lack of an effective verification regime

is a loophole that should be seriously addressed, with a view to ensuring

compliance by the States parties and the universality of the Convention.

Finally, I wish to address an issue that 8eems to be commanding a high

degree of interent daring this se8sion - namely, the idea of establi8hiag,

under the auspices of the United Nations, a registrr  of coaveational-arms

transfers. Greater emphasis has recently been accorded to the concept of
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military transparency and the means of achieving it in the various forums of

the United Nations - in particular, the DiSarma!IMnt  Commission.

To date, there hcs been a wide divergence of views on the viability and

effectiveness of the concept as a means *of advancing the objectives of

disarmament. Discusniona  have continued. I refer eepecially  to discussions

concerning the practicability of effort8 to formulate measuresI in the context

of transparency, that might be applicable on a global basis, irrespective of

the specif ic  characterist ics  of  different regionfi,  the political  realit ies

that  exist  in those regio&Wr and the legitimate security concerns of States

belonging to them.

While we welcomn in principle the proposal to esttili8h  an arms register,

which might contribute positively toward8 achieving some of the objective8 of

disarmament, we feel that this proposal should be enlarged to cover all

aspects of arms and technology transferor production and stockpilfng.
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Our initial reflection on the issue leads us to suggest that any register

that was to 8erve the objectives of transparency in an equitable manner for

all States should incorporate, tier a.&.& the following elements: f i r s t ,  a l l

types of weapons, conventional as well a8 non-conventional, and their means of

deliveryt  secondly, the transfer of technology, w, 8ubsy8tems and so

forth usable in the production and development of such weaponsr thirdly,

indigenous military production capabilitiest and, fourthly, arms transferred

and stockpiled as part of bilateral and regional cooperation agreements.

In view of the complicated nature of this issue , my delegation shares the

view that measures should be taken at the earliest pO8sible  time to initiate

an in-depth study of this important matter and that the largest umber of

Government expert8 should be invited to participate and express their

opinions. Such an approach would certainly guarantee the transparency,

universality and non-discrimination of any proposed mechanism, taking into

account the priorities of disarmament as agreed upon and proceeding in a

manner that would guarantee fully the security concerns of all States. WYPt

is most eager to engage in constructive consultations with all members

concerning the iseue in an effort to reach agreement on the most practical

means of advancing this proposal.

In expressing our position and views regarding the agenda items on

disarmament we have been guided by the spirit of dialogue manifested in the

new post-cold-war era, which ends an era of confrontation and moves forward on

the path towards achie-•ement  of the goal of general and complete disarmament,

established on the baSi8 of the United Nations principles concerning the

maintenance of international peace and security.
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JIBaiast that baakground the Egyptitn delegation will cooperate with other

do-egatiom  to oaaure new progreas ia attaining that goal.


