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The meeting was called to order at 10,25 a.m.
AGENDA ITBMS 47 TO 65 (continued)

GENERAL DEBATE ON ALL DISARMAMENT ITEMS

The CHAIRMAN: The first speaker on my list for this morning’s
meeting is the representative of Austria, Ambassador Peter Hohenfellner, Who,
in his capacity as current Chairman of the Disarmament Commission, will
introduce the Commission’s report.

Mr. HOHENFELLNER (Austria), Chairman of the Disarmament Commission:
In my capacity as the current Chairman of the United Nations Disarmament
Commission, | have the honour to introduce the Commission’s report on its
1991 session (A/46742).

As in previous years, the report consists of four chapters. They are,
respectively: Introduction, Organization and work of tho 1991 session,
Documentation and conclusions, and Reports of subsidiary bodies. Chapter IV
contains the reports of the four working groups, which sum up the

deliberations held and the progress achieved on the four agenda items.
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This year’s report of the Disarmament Commission also includes three
annexes. Annex | contains the Chairman’s suggested text on “Guidelines for
objective information on military matters’* plus two appendices; annex Il is
the Chairman’s paper of working Group Il; annex Ill is the Chairman’s paper of
Working Group IlI. |

In the 1991 session the Disarmament Commission carried out its work in
accordance with its mandate, as set forth in paragraph 118 of the Final
Document of the tenth special session of the General Assembly, and with
paragraph 3 of resolution 37778 H. The reform adopted by resolution 447119 C,
and contained in its annex, "Ways and means to enhance the functioning of the
Disarmament Commission”, were implemented for the first time in this year’s
substantive session of the Disarmament Commission.

Pursuant to the adopted reform, which limits the Commission’s working
agenda to a maximum of four substantive items for in-depth consideration, the
Disarmament Commission had decided at its 1990 organizational session to
include the following four items in the working agenda of its 1991 session:
Objective information on military matters; Process of nuclear disarmament in
the framework of international peace and security, with the objective of the
elimination of nuclear weapons: Regional approach to disarmament within the
context of global security; and The role of science and technology in the
context of international security, disarmament and other related fields.

The agenda item “Objective information on military matters” was the only
"0ld* item; the other three items were on the Commission’s agenda for the

first time. Four working groups were established, each to deal with one of

the sgenda items.
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In their opening statements numerous delegations anticipated that
substantial progress would already be achieved in the first year in which the
Commission was to work within its new organizational framework. The
concentration of the Commission's work on four well-defined subject matters
enabled the Chairmen of the Working Groups as well as interested delegations
to initiate their preparations in a timely manner. This was of particular
relevance for the three new items on the agenda. An early start of the
informal consultations on the outline of the Working Groups, as well as on
their substance, further facilitated the work during the substantive session.

The' great interest all delegations showed in the work of this year’s
session of the Commission was clearly reflected by the large number of working
papers submitted. Considerable input was also made during the lively
discussions which took place in the Working Groups.

In their concluding remarks some delegations expressed the feeling that
the results achieved in the end had been sobering. During some stages of the
deliberations a wider consensus had seemed possible. Nevertheless, as |
remarked in my concluding statement, this should in no way diminish the
importance of the comprehensive discussion which has taken place and which can
be expected to continue over the next two years.

With respect to the only "old™ item, the one on objective information on
military matters, detailed discussion made it possible to identify major areas
of common understanding. During next year's session deliberations will build
on this year's consensus. Thus we should then be able to finalize our task by

adopting relevant principles and guidelines on this item.
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Nuclear disarmament had generally been considered the most problematic
item in our forum. Although remarkable progress has been achieved between the
two most important nuclear-weapons States, the recent bilateral achievements
on the issue of nuclear disarmament have not yet been translated into the
multilateral disarmament machinery. Thus the discussions in the relevant
Working Group once again oscillated around well-known positions, without
taking into consideration the profound changes which had occurred in the
global security balance. It might be up to next year's Chairman of this

Working Group to capitalize on the recently reassessed security perceptions

and to introduce them into the discussion.

The issue of regional disarmament within the context of global security
drew substantial attention. It also succeeded in stimulating intense
participation by a large number of delegations. It could hardly be expected
that the deliberations on this item, which was on the Commission's agenda for
the first time this year, would already result in concrete recommendations.
It seems to me. though, that the quality of discussions held on the question
of regional disarmament reflected the growing consideration which regional
aspects of disarmament has been drawing lately. A compilation of general
elements of the subject, which emerged during the course of deliberations on
the agenda item, is listed in the Chairman’s paper, annexed to the report.

In Working Group 1V the role of science and technology in relation to
international security and disarmament was thoroughly discussed. The relevant
report contains a procedural section as well as a compilation of the

substantial debate which took place on the four sub-items of the topic. The
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report al SO summarizes t he submitted working papers. Although the
deliberations were considered useful, the complex, wide-ranging and
challenging mandate, encompassing matters that had never before been dealt
with in a systematic debate in the United Nations will require further efforts
during the next session.

In a general assessment of the wor k of this year's session of the
Disarmament Commission, the implementation o2 the adopted reform programme has
to be considered successful. The 1991 session of the Disarmament Commission
achieved considerable progress on many items, frequently stopping just short
of consensus. | see good reasons for confidence that the remaining time,
allocatedt 0 the four agendaitems, should produce concrete results.

I should like to remark that the pre-session consultations held by the
Chai rnen of the four Working Groups greatly facilitated the Commission's
work. These consultations, as well as frequent meetings of the Bureau, also
contributed to the smooth organisation. A careful scheduling of meetings,
furthermore, increased the efficient utilisation of conf erence services
throughout the 1991 substantive session.

Let me finally express my deep gratitude to all delegations for their
interested participation and for the businesslike manner in which they
conducted their work during the Disarmament Commission's 1991 session. |
should like to pay a special tribute to the members of the Rureau of the
Commission - in particular, the eight Vice-Chairmen and the Rapporteur,

Mr. Bahman Naimi Arfa of the Islamic Republic of Iran - for their valuable

cooperation.
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The Chairmen of the four Working Groups have contributed immensely to the
success achieved. Thus, I would like to pay my very special respects to
Ambassador André Erdés of Hungary; His Excellency Mr. Amre Moussa, Foreign
Minister of Egypt, who, at the time of the 1991 substantive session, was still
serving his country as Permanent Representative to the United Natioms; as well
as to his deputy, Mr. Ssmeh Hassan Shoukry, Ambassador Nugroho Wisnumurti of
Indonesia and Ambassador Luie de Araujo Castro of Brasil.

| would particularly like to thank my dear friend Mr. Yasushi Akashi,
Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs, for the generous support he
has given to our work. On behalf of the Commission, | also express sincere
thanks to the staff of the Department for Disarmament Affairs, the Secretary
of the Disarmsment Commission, Mr. Lia Kuo-Chung, as well as the Secretaries
of the four Working Groups for their most valuable assistance. 1| would like
to express my great sppreciation to all the other members of the Secretariat
who assisted the Commission in carrying out its task.

I now present the annual report of the United Nations Disarmament
Commission as contained in document A/46/42.

Mr., HOU zhiteay (China) (interpretation- from @hinese): e
outset, | should like to express, on behalf of the Chinese delegation, our
warm congratulations to you, Sir, on your election to the chairmanship of the
First Committee. 1 also wish warmly to congratulate the other members of the
Bureau on their election. 1 am confident that, with your distinguished
talent, extensive knowledge and rich experience, you will guide the work of
the Committee to success. | would also like te take this opportunity to thank
your predacessor, Ambassador Rana of Nepal, for his contribution to the First

Committee at the forty-fifth session of the General Assembly.
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At present, the international situation and world structure ave
witnessing great and profound changes, and the world has entered a period of
transition from the old structure to a new cne. In recent years, United
States-Soviet relations have relaxed and the military confrontation bhetween
the East and the West has been weakened. The dark cloud of the Gulf crisis
has already dispersed. Some burning issues in the Asia-Pacific region are
moving towards political settlement, and the situation in southern Africa is
continuing to ease up. All these developments have been welcomed by the
international community.

However, people are also keenly aware of the fact that the world is far
from being one of peace and tranquility. Problems of instability and
turbulence have become more prominent in the world situation. The
contradictions betweer "1¢ North and South have been further aggravated by the
widening of the economic gap between them and the greater disparity between
the rich and poeor. Today, over one billion people around the world are still
living in absolute poverty, and many are struggling for survival against
starvation and disease. New conflicts are arising with the exacerbation of
ethnic, racial and religious clashes in a number of countries, ircluding in
Eurcope. The national independence and territorial integrity of some countries
are under threat while intense civil strife and political turmoil have caused
serious damage to others. In a word, international security, peace and
development still face serious challenges. All this has elicited the deep
concern »>f the international community.

Faced with such a complex situation, the peoples of the world have grown
more concerned with the questions of peace, development, security and
disarmament. They all wish to see the establishment of a new international

order that will make our world a better one to live in. The establishment of
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a peaceful, stable, just and equitable new international order is in harmony
with the will. of the people and meets the needs of the times.

It is the view of the Chinese Government that a genuinely just and
equitahle new international order should conform to the purposes and
principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, as well-as to those
norms that have proved practical in guiding inter-State relations and are
widely accepted by the international community. Experience in international
relations has shown that the five principles of mutual respect for sovereignty
and territorial integrity, mutual non-aggression, non-interference in t he
internal affairs of other States, equality and mutual benefit, and peaceful
coexistence have crystallised the spirit and purposes of the Charter and
correctly outlined the most fundamental norms governing international
relations. They reflect the characteristics essential to a new type of
international relations. We therefore maintain that the new international
order envisaged should be established on the basis of these principles.

The theme 'peace, security and disarmament' to be deliberated by this
Committee is closely linked to the establishment of a new international
order. In order to go further into this question with ot her delegations, here
I wish to state the Chinese Government's principled positions and stands.

China is of the view that the development of each country and the
progress of mankind both require above all a peaceful and stable international
environment. Historical experience has shown that the following elements are
essential to the maintenance of world peace. AIll countries should respect
each other's sovereignty, treat each other as equals and try to seek common
ground while putting aside differences, carrying out friendly cooperation and
living in harmony. No country should seek hegemony, try to manipulate

international affairs, or pursue power politics. All countries should observe
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the principle of mutual respect for territorial i ntegrity and the
inviolability of national borders, and no country should be allowed to invade
or ammex the territories of other countries. Disputes between States should
be settled in a reastomable manner by peaceful means rather than by the use or
threat of force.

We also hold that the new international order should enmsure general
international security. Thus, the following principles must be abided by.
The security of all regions - East or West, North or South - is equally
valuable and should be treated au such. The security of all States - large or
small, strong or weak, rich or poor - is equally important. Such practices as
the big bullying t he small, the strong lording it over the weak, and the rich
oppressing the poor should be effectively rejected. Bach and every country is
a sovereign member of the international comaunity entitled to participate in
the discussion and settlement of international affairs on an equal footing.
Every State ha8 the right to choose independently its own social, political
and economic systems and its own path of development in | i ght of ItS own
national conditiona. No country should impose its own values, ideology or
mode of development on other countries.

Such a new international order undoubtedly conforms to the fundamental
interests of the peoples of all countries. China is willing to work with
otber Member States and to «ake its own contribution to establishing a new
international order.

St oppi ng the arms race and real 2=iag effective di sar ranent are important
components in the endeavour to establish a new international order. China has
always pursud an independent foreign policy of p:ace and has nade untiring

efforts to maictain world peace and security. China has al ways opposed the



JB/5 A/C.1/46/PV.9
15

(Mr. Hou Zhitorg, China)
armsrace andstoodfor the conplete prohibition andthorough destruction of
nuclear, spaae, chemical and biological weaponz, and for banni ng rematch on
and developmenat of any new type of weapon of mass destruction. We are alsoin
favour of the drastie reduction of conventional weapons. China baa adopted a
constructive attitude on questiens of arms control and disarmament ~nd taken,

on it8 own initiative, a series of practical actions.
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The Chinese Government always attaches great importance and devote8 its
efforts to the promotion of nuclear disarmament and the prevention of auclear
war and it ha8 never ovadod it8 own respomsibilities. On the very first day
that it came into possession of nuclear weapons Chinma solemnly declared that
at no time and under no circumstances would China be the first to use nuclear
weapons, and that it would not use or threatem to use nuclear weapon8 against
non-nuclear-weapon States and nuclear-weapon-free sones.

China hopes that all the nualear-weapon States will declare solemnly that
they undertake the same commitment unconditionally. Crina proposes the
conclusion of am international convention om the non-firat use of nuclear
weapon8 and the comclusion of international legal instrument8 on tho non-use
or threat of the use of nuclear Weapon8 against non-nuclear-weapon States and
nuclear-weapon-free sones. We hope that China.8 proposal will receive a
positive response.

The Declaration of the 19908 a8 the Third Disarmament Decade emphasises
that nuclear disarmament still enjoys the highest priority and that we must
continue urgently to seek Oarly reductions in, and the evontual elimination
of, nuclear weapons. In resolution 45/58 D, adopted by consensus at the
forty-fifth sessiom of the General Assembly, the countri es possessing the
largort nuclear arsenals ar e urged to continue to discharge t heir speci al
responsibilities by taking the lead in halting the testing, production and
deployment of nuclear weapons and in drastically reducing at an early date all
types of nuclear weapons they have deployed. This will create conditions for
the convening of a broadly representative international coaferemce on nuclear

disarmament with the participation of all nuclear-weapon States.
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Three months ago, the United States and the Soviet Union signed the
Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START). Recently, the heads of State of the
two «ountries have announced some positive measures and proposals concerning
the reduction, limitation and control of nuclear weapons. These are new steps
towards meeting the requests contained in the General Assembly resolution.
This is a welcome event and we hope that these measure8 will be put into
effect a8 soom as possible and that the process of nuclear-arms control and
nuclear disarmament will be accelerated.

For the purpose of safeguarding world peace and international security
and stability, the Chinese Government follows a consistent policy of not
advocating, encouraging or engaging in nuclear proliferation and of not
helping other countries develop nuclear weapons, In September 1990, China
attended tha Fourth Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) as an observer. Last August, the
Chine80 Government declared 1t8 decision in principle to accede to the NPT.

The Chinese Government ha8 always adopted a positive, prudent and
responsible policy in international cooperation in the peaceful uses of
nuclear energy. As a member of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA),
China strictly abides by the Statute of the Agency. China requires the States
that are recipients of its nuclear exports to provide a guarantee that the
nuclear materials imported from China will be used only for peaceful
purposes. China signed an agreement with the Agency under which it
voluntarily places some of its nuclear facilities under the Agency’s
safeguards . By doing so, China has made a positive contribution to the

prevention of nuclear proliferation.



JRS/6 A/C.1/456/PV.9
18

(Mr, Hou Zhitong, China)

China has all along supported the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free
sones and zomes of peace by the countries concerned in various regions on the
basis of their own agreement through negotiations. We maintain that all
nuclear-weapon States should respect the status of nuclear-weapon-free zones
and undertake corresponding obligations, as this represents an effective
measure which contributes to the security and stability of all regions and
promotes nuclear disarmament. On the basis of this principled stand, China
signed and ratified the relevant additional protocols under the Treaty for the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean and the
South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty and supports the proposals for the
establishment of nuclear-free zomes in Africa, the Middle East, South Asia,
the Korean peninsula and other regions.

It was pointed out in the resolution adopted by the General Assembly
during its last session that “the qualitative aspect of the arms race needs to
be addressed along with its quantitative aspect” (resolution 45/58 D,
pakhe 1@dloption of resolution 45/55 A indicates that the question of
halting the arms race and preventing its extension to outer space has bean put
on the disarmament agenda as a pressing issue. China maintains that there
should be a complete prohibition of all weapons of mass destruction, including
any new types of weapons of mass destruction. China supports the early
negotiation and conclusion of an international agreement on a complete ban on
outer-space weapons so that outer space will be used exclusively for peaceful
purposes for the benefit of mankind.

China has always been of the view that it is also imperative that the
drastic reduction in conventional armaments be carried out along with vigorous

efforts to promote nuclear disarmament. We welcome the Treaty on Conventional
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Armed Forces in Burope, the regionwi th the hi ghest concentration ofarmanents
inthe world, Itis hoped that the armed forces, weapons and equipment
reducedi n oneregion wll notbe transferred to other regions; anybil ateral
or multilateral agreement on arm8 control and disarmament should contribute to
the maintenance of the peace and security of all States and regions. The time
has come fort he drastic reduction and complete wi t hdrawal ofall mlitary
forces depl oyed in foreign terriories and for the dismantling of f orei gn
military bases.

We are pleased to point out t hat the Third Revi ew Conference on the
Conventi on on the prohibition of biological weapons recently held in Geneva
was a success and the final Declaration adopted at the Conference will help to
further enhance the effectiveness of tha Conventi on. At preseat, t he
negotiations on a convention on the complete prohibition and thorough
destruction of chemical weapons are accelerating and proceedi ng i n depth.
Thanks to the joint effortsof both Member States and non-nenber States,
not abl e progress has been made in the negotiations, though some divergencies
and difficulties remain.

China is a non-chemical-weapon State and has been a victim of chemical
weapons in the past. We have always stood for the complete prohibition and
thorough destruction of all chemical weapons and an early realisation of the
goal of a worl d free of chemical weapons. The Chinese Government at t aches
great importance to, and has actively parti ci pated in,t he negoti ati ons on the
convention on chemical weapons and has put forward a series of constructive
proposals.

In-depth negotiations ars going on at the Conference on Disarmament ON

such important issues as challenge inspection, inspection of civilian chemical
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industries, organisation of the convention, abandoned chemical weapons and
assistance to States parties under the threat of chemical weapons. It needs
to be pointed out that, like many other Goveraments, the Chinese Government
also emphasises, among other things, the importance and urgency of a fair
solution to the question of abandoned chemical weapons. We are ready to
accelerate, together with other parties, the negotiations in a serious,
responsible and businesslike spirit for an early conclusion of the
convention. China will, as always, continue to make its contribution to the
early conclusion of a universal convention on the complete prohibition and
thorough destruction of all chemical weapons.

Due attention should also be given by this Committee to the restrictlon
of international arms trade and to an increase in openness and transparency in
military matters and the arms trade, with a view to building mutual confidence

and promoting common security.
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We maintain that, while addressing these issuues, they should be
considered together with other aspects of di ear mament and security. In this
connection, the same principle of a fair, reasonable, comprehensive and
balanced approach should be strictly abided by. The largest arms exporting
countries should take the lead to adopt effective self-restraint measures and
drastically reduce their arms exports. Acts of infringing upon the
sovereignty and interfering in the internal affairs of other countries, or
supporting secessionist activities through arms sales, should be prevented.
The relevant measur es should genuinely serve the interest of security and
stability of all countries and regions and the world se a whole.

China attaches importance to regional disarmament and has always held
that bilateral, regional and multilateral disarmament should complement each
other. We believe that participation in appropriate activities of regional
arms control and disarmament by countries in the light of the specific
conditions of their region will promote peace and development of the region.
The focus of curremt regional disarmament, as pointed out in resolution
45,58 C, adopted by consensus, is im regions witn high concentrations of
armaments.

We live in a diversified worldin which historical, political, economic
and social development backgrounds vary from region to regi on. Arrangments
for di sarmanment in different regions should be made in line with the specific
conditions of the regions concerned rat her than adopting a single formula.

China maintains that the military f orces of all countries should be used
solely for self-defence and no countries should seek armaments exceeding their
reasonable defence needs. We support the proposal for the establishment in
the Middle East of a zone free of weapons of mass destruction; we are also in

favour of the realisation of arms control in the Middle East through
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consul tations and negotiation8 anong the countries concerned On an eguai
footing based on the principle ofa conprehensive and bal anced approach so
that justand l|asting peace will be established in the region, Opi nions and
proposal 8 ofdi fferent countries in theregionshould befully respected and
heeded. = The monopoly of affairs by a fewcountries and inposition oftheir
views on others should be prevented. Arns control in the Mddl e Bastshoul d
be linked to the Middle East peace process. The United Nations should bring
its rightful role into full play and ehoulé convene, when neceasary, a
conference onarns control in the Mddl e Ba=® With the participation of all
the countries concerned.

The task is arduous and the road | ong forthe people throughout the world
struggling to safeguard peaeandsecurity andtoest abli sh a new
international order. The world is faced with new challenges as well es
opportunities and hopes. The Chinese delegation will participate inthe work
of the First Coomttee in a serious and businesslike mannerand one of
constructive cooperation. we W || energetically supportall motions,
proposal s and recommendations which arein the interest ofpeace, securityand
disarmament andwhi ch seekto establish a just and equitable new internationa
order. Together with other delegations, we are ready tomake our due
contribution to the success of the work ofthe Committee and to new progress
in pronmoting security anddi sarmanent .

Mr. TOTH (Hungary): Ishould |ike firstof all to congratul ate you,
Sir, most warmy on your election to the inportant poa: ofChairman of the
First Commttee and oferyou nmy del egation's cooperation in fulfilling your

chal I engi ng nandat e.
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the issue of the prohibition of attacks against nuclear facilities has
always been the subject of serious consideration and received a remarkable
degree of attention in many multilateral forums. This problem has a constant
place on the agenda of the Conference on Disarmament and was also discussed
within the franework of the Review Conferences of States Parties to the Traaty
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), at the General Conferences
of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and, of course, hexe in the
First Committee, It is now commonly recognised that any armed attack on
nuclear facilities could potentially | ead to a massive release of radi oactive
substances. The consequences of such a release - so painfully proved by the
pattern vf the Chernobyl accident - would afflict not only the immediate
surrounding area and the country that was the firstvictim, but neighbouring
and more distant countries might be endangered by nuclear pollution as well.

Oddly enough, neither that recognition nor the considerable time and
attention devoted to this issue has yet resulted in tangible achievements.
After long years of negotiations, there is still no light at the end of the
tunnel. The stagnation and inability in this field is even more striking in
comparison to the flexibility and quick reaction of the international nuclear
energy community with regard to the Chernobyl accident in elaborating the
respective Conventions on the early notification of a nuclear accident and on
assistance in the case of a nuclear emergency.

However, some positive elements have emerged in the wake of our common
efforts. Delegations at the Conference on Disarmament and other forums

witnessed the birth of a number of sonstructive i deas, provi ding useful bases
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for further negotiations. It should also be noted that the Additional
Protocols to the Geneva Convention of 1949 already provide for a limited
protection of works and installatioms containing dangerous substanaes,
including nucl ear electricity-generating. stations. Thus, what we need at this
point is not a garte blanche approach but a thorough anal ysis oft he situation
and the further requirements from the political, technical, legal and
practical standpoints.

Clearly, the problem of prohibition of attacks on nuclear facilities is
primarily a subject for political decision-making. Events of the past year
have certainly exerted a degree of influence on t he poiitical atmosphere of
the negotiations, Some of them might be disadvantageous, but taking into
account the Conventional Armed Forces in Europe {CFE) Treaty and the Paris
Declaration, t he Strategic Arms Reduction Talks (START) Treaty, the recent
initiatives for sweeping cuts in nuclear arsenals and the continuing trend
towards cooperation amonyst former political and military rivals, the overall
picture is obviously positive.

At the same time, the beneficial overall political mood is not in itself
sufficient to solve the problems that lie ahead. The basi s forany
prohi bition must be a clear-cut scope that is both politically feasible and
practically applicable. We muet frankly admit that so far the Ceouference or
Disarmament has not been successful in its efforts t0 el aborate such a scope.
Taking a closer look at this problem, the conclusion emerges that a
prohibition should be global in order to bo effective. However, it seems that
an absolutely wide scope including all nuclear facilities has proved

unsuccessful in meeting any of the requirements.
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The issue of prohibition of attacks against nuclear facilities has also
received considerable attention within the framework of the NPT follow-up
process. Even against the background of the findings of the United Nations
Special Commission, the IAEA safeguards system, with the necessary
improvements, should remain the most credible guarantee of the peaceful use of
nuclear energy. Let me recall in this regard that the issue of prohibition of
attacks on nuclear facilities was thoroughly discussed at the Fourth Review
Conference of the NPT and enjoyed consensus in the draft final document of the

Conference.
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acredible legal prohibition onattacksiS not to be considered an the
ul ti mate booster of the cohesion ofthe nuclear non-proliferati on regime. At
the same time, it nust beevident frboth States parties and non-parties to
the non-proliferation Treaty that in the long runthe only countries to have a
politically and legally justifiable claimforthe protecti on oftheir
facilities will be those which clearly renounce the nuclear option by fully
honouring non-proliferation comitnents, in particular through a srongana
rigorous safeguards system.

A proposed approach to a possible solution ofthe issue is that the
prohi bition should coverattacks on nuclear facilities with the potential for
causi ng massdestruction. This approach does not raise global problens and
has the potential ofbeinginline with the requirement of practical
applicability because of the morelimted nunber ofsuch facilities. O
course, a number of basi ¢ questions concerning this line of thinking remain
unanswered, the moatinportant being how to define "massdestruction". A
great deal of technical expert wokis still to be done. W& need a clearer
picture of what mght actually happen, in the very physical semse oft hat
word, if a nuclear facility were attacked. Further study is needed oft he
characteristics ofthe potential radioactive pollution from such an attack.
Attention must be paid tothe taskofanal ysing the short-termand | ong-term
effects of radiation on humane as well. Adefinition of the term”mass
destruction" the: is acceptabl e bothnoral |y andpractically canbe drawn up

only in the light of the results ofsuch expert work.
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Finelly, | et me addressin a fewwords the question ofan appropriate
forumin which wprepare an agreenent on the prohibition ofattaakr on
nuclear facilities. In this regard, the inportance ofthe Conference on
Disarmament cannot be denied. | have al ready mentioned that the negotiationa
in the Conference onDisarmanent have produced many useful and proni sing
ideas. Unfortunately, it seemstobe the nature of the Conference on
Di sarmament that even the most pronmsing ideas donoteasily |ead t0 consensus
sol utions onkeyissues. Moreover,it is a well-known factthat some
countries do not share the opinion that the problem ofa prohibition on
attacks bel ongs to the realm of disarmament; rather, they consider it to be an
i ssue ofhumanitarian law. In this regard, the coming, twenty-sixth, general
Conf erence ofthe Internati onal Committee ofthe rodCross(ICRC) in |ate
November and ear |y Decenber this year mght offera good opportunity to
addressthe problemin a different environment. Though it remainsour
conviction that the ideal solution would be the convening of an independent
di pl omati ¢ conference, the invol vement of the | CRC coul d serve the yenuine
interests of other approaches as well, especially by nmaki ng good use of the
ICRC's experience iNn providing a framework for expert work. In the light of
that, it seemsto be advisable not to follow up until nextyear, at the
forty-seventh session of the General Assenbly, the rel evant resolution adopted
on the prohibition ofattacks against auclear facilities. Hopefully, that
woul d enable all of us to take i Nt O consideration the NOw and positive

developmentsso long awnai t ed.
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M. AL-NI'MAR (Qatar) (interpretation from Arabia): M. Chairman,
al | ow me at the outset to aonvey to you, in the nane ofny del egation, our
congratul ations onyour election to the chairmanship ofthis Committee. | am
fully confident that your w se |eadership andw de experience in international
affairs will enable us toexchange views and to review all the issues of
international security anddisarmanent in a mannerthat will lead to the
achi evement of the desired goals. | cannot fail to congratulate the two
Vice-Chairmen and Rapporteur om their election to participate in conducting
the business ofthe Committee.

The political atmosphereofthe Commttee is increasingly indicative ofa
clarity in international relations, now thatthe dark clouds of the cold war
are dispersing. V¥ areable to witnessthe dawning of an era ofharnmony and
peace i n international rel ations. Cooperation, understanding and respect for
the rights of peopl es have replaced the confrontations, threats and disputes
which usedto threaten international peace and security. Al so, the sword of
Danocl es of nucl ear danger, which was hanging over all peoples onthis planet,
has aosw been |ifted.

We view with optimsmand gratification the agreenent reached by
Presi dents Bush and Gorbachev toelimnate short-range nuclear meeilee. That
conpl enented the agreement om the elimnation ofintermediate-range meeiles,
whi ch was the begi nning ofdétente in international relations. Détmante has
brought about a radical transformationin the situstiom of NUMEr OUS European
States and societies. In the context ofthat transformatiom, t hose Statesand
soci eties have taken steps that have no precedent in modern history. Al this

evol ved in an atnosphere ofpeace and harnony that was totally different from
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anything that tookplacein the past. This was no |onger the sortof change
that humanity used tobring about through bl oody wars atgroat ecest in hunan
lives and material damage.

Ido not believe that it would be mistaken to ray that we have not yet
reached the final destination ofthis mareh. | believe that what we are
witnessing acthe beginnings ofincipient positive developments that wil|
bring about a better world ofpeaceand tranquillity and a climate that will
be favourable to the elimination of hotbeds oit ensi on and t 0 the resolving Of

di sputes thatstil|l rage in many parts of the world.
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It is noteworthy that the agreements Whi Ch haw been amnounced do not
completely ® |iniaato a number ofproblems. Nordo they ® rtinquioh the fim
of conflicts chat still threatem A number of regions in the world. This
feeling was VOi ced quite clearly i N the ‘courseof the meetingat t he
ministerial | evel of the non-aligned countries inGhana a few weeks ago.
Participants War ned against over-optimism and stated that to ignore the fact
t hat there reaain probl enB whi ch still await far-reaching solutions is t 0
devi at e from concretereality. For unless we take account of this faat and
search for sol ution8 to those probl enB8, we shall be novi ng toward8 the
opposite ofourul timate goal 8 in this Committee, namely arms  educti on and
event ual conpl et e disarmament.

The atmosphere of cooperati on and understanding we | i ve i n now nakes it
possi bl e forus to faceup to political, ® conom 0 and social challeages. |t
IS inperative to move forward from the stage of t he constant and i ncreasi ng
contraction ofthe danger8 thathreaten intermational peace and security to a
new gtage of mutual coafidence, t hat :ould make it possible to adopt
uni | ateral orcomplemertary measures W t hout any previous agreementoOr
negotiation. Thiswill leadtothe ® rtablirmt of anew form of stability
and security in the context of anewworld security order.

G ven this nucl ear development, it is our view that it is a must, to
continue to pay attention to andcall forthe continued reduction of zuclear
weapouns, the changing of the concept that arnB and armaments arc the basis Of
security and the reinforcement of the trend towards the reductiom of nucl ear
weapons. [he agreement bet ween the SBoviet Unlom and the United States of
Americaont he reduction ofthe | evel of their nuclear weapons is a matter

thetleads t0 gratification. However,it cannot replace the need t 0 pay
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attention toot her important sides of nuclear disarmament, especially i n t he
framework Of the Conference On Disarmamsnt in Geneva, as well as the regime of
non-proliferation ofauclear weapon8 rotup by the Treaty onthe
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons ( NPT).

It 4s also a souwrce oOf gratification to loam that two ef the nuclear
Powers, namely France and China, have declared their i nt enti on to accede to
the WPT, a matter that will |ead to the completiom of the accession of the
known nucl ear states tothat Treaty. This, of course, will reinforce the
non-proliferation regime. However, it alse throw i nto relief the need to
remedy the shortcoming in that regime. There 8 a lack of commitment by maj or
Power 8 tot he provisionsofthe NPT, which commitment calls fort he ful fil nent
by the major Power8 of their obligation8 under the Treaty.

We are not only of those who call for the reduction of nucl ear weapons,
but we also call for their complete ® limitation, se thatt he nucl ear threat
nmay disappear conpl etely. We believa that this will require per severance in
the ongoing effort8 i N tke Conference ON Disarmament i N Gemeva t0 deal wth
the mul tiple aspect8 of auclear armaments, suchasthe hal ti ng of nucl ear
tests, the search for effective measures that would guarantee the security of
the non-nuclear-weapon St at 08 agaiast thethroat Or the use of nucl ear weapon8
against them and the continuation of the multilateral negotiations on nucl ear
disarmanent.

Over the part few years, we have supported the Creati on of
nuclear-weapon-free sones in many parts of the world. Proposals wre made on
that, including the creation ofa nuclesr-wwapon-free sonei N the region Of
the Middle Bast. The creation of such a sone is still on* of the i nperative8

for the atability and security of the region, ® specially if we takeinto
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account that Israel still so far refuses to accede to the NPT and always
refuse8 twsubject all it8 installation8 to the international inspection
regime under the auspices ofthe International Atom c Emergy Agency at a tine
when there 48 a stronger trend t owar d8 accession to the said Treaty.

W believe that the international comunity ha8a duty not to spare an
effort i n makingt he necessary arrangements toestablish t hat sone as a
contribution by the international comunity to the strengthening of the
security ofour region ana the elimnation ofthe nucl ear dsngers that
threaten it. | n this regard, it behove8 me to refer t 0 the faet that the
latest devel opnents concerningthe hol di ng oft he peace conference on the
M ddl e East i n Madridat the end ofthis nonth is cause foropti m sns we hope
that thisconference will reflect favourably onthe securityofthe region in
a mennert hat woul d | ead to streagthening t he prospects ofestabli shing that
sone, t 0 conpleting the quorum of accession t0 the NPT and to the elimnation,
oace for all, of the nuclear dangers that threaten the region.

Itis also noteworthy in this regard that the threat posed to the region
does not ari se only fromnucl ear weapons, but also fromchem cal weapoas,
whi ch have greatly proliferated recently. Wew sh to .commend here the
progressiade in the negotiation8 of the Conference on Disaxmament in Ceneva
towards agreenent onthe prohibition of chem cal weapons. We hope that
effotsWi | | continue to reach agreenment onthe issue of verification, which
an essential el ement in the aforenentioned prohibition. W also wish to
express our gratification, a8 the end ofnegotiation on that agreement is near
at hand, nowthatt he year 1992 ha8 been ret a8 a daeadlime fort he conclusion

of those negotiations.
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Interest ineliminating conventional weapors iv worthy offul | support
because 80 percent ofarms expenditure, which exceeds $1, 000 billion, is
spent onconventi onal weapoms. Therefore, we support conventional Wweapon3
reducti on provided that this will notbreach the security requirenent8 of
State8 fortheir legitimate self-defence in accordance with the Chaxrter and in
implementation Of the fi nal documeat Oft he tenth special session Of the
General Assembly.

Wi le we wel come, as a matter ofprinciple, the study conducted by the
Secretary-Ceneral in implementation oftherequest by the General Assembly
concerni ng ways andmeans of rainforcing transparency i n i nternational
transfers of conventi onal weapons, We consider t het the proposal put forward
by the Western countries and Japan t 0 have aregister of such transfer8in the
Unit ed Natioms i S stilla natter forconsideration and study byt he various
groups. We dohope that thefinaltext Wi || be conpatible with the aesired
comprehensiveness of t hat registerand Wi th the principl e of transpareacy. We
also hop8 that it wil|l be non-discriminatory and i n the interest ofal | so
thatit may | oad toa gemuime reduction in conventional wsapoms, which in turn
can be expectedt 0 reducet he stupendous out| ay8 earmarked for armament.

Q her consequences Woul d i ncl ude t he strengtheaing oft he whol e
disarmanent process and the comsolidation Of the relationship between
disarmament and developmeri. The processes of development, especially i n the
developingcountries, cannotfollow their natural courseunlessthe necessary
resources arc made avail abl e fort hat purposebyreleasing the money spent on
t he arms race.

The unfol di ng events on t he internationsl scene and the dawni ng ofa new

i nternational order where security concept 8 have changed entai |l challenger
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t hat showldbe proper|y comfxonted. Wenmintain that the principle of
multilateralism | n dealing W t h international problem, as embodied i n the
United Nations, is the best\\ay to ensuret he cooperatiom of all the countries
of t&e world i N resolving international 'problems.

This is something t hat underlies i nternati onal denocracy amdt hrough
whi ch we shall realise t he aspirations of peoples tocontri bute towards
building a bettor world in which we shall witness the dawa of happineas,
prosperity and trangquillity. The United Nation8 ha8 au important, an
essentisland an ® ffeative role to play in achieving that end, and we
therefore renew our wholehearted support for it inthat endeavour. we W | |
spare no efforttowards that end.

Mx. ZAHRAN (Bgypt): t at t hemoutset, convey to you, 8ir, the
congratulations of the delegation of Egyptonyour assumptiom of the
chairmanship ofthe Pirst Conmittee. Your vast diplomaticand politi cal
experienceand your well-known personal abilities Wi || undoubt edl y contribute
moat effectively towards the success O the Committee‘'s WOr k et this session,
| shouldalro |ike to extend my congratulations tothe other nenbers of the
Bureau of t he Committee ontheir election and wi sh both you and t hem every
success.

My del egation woul d seise this opportunity to® sprerait8 appreciation
forthe effort8 and the @ rcollent preparation of ourdeliberations in the
rirst Committee by Mr. Yasushi Akashi, Under-Secretary-General, and by the
Department of Disarmament Affairs under hi 8 energetic guidenmce; and |
congratulste Mr. Akashi On hi 8 statement.

During | ast year's general debuts, the overwhel ming majority of

delegations ® XN B/5/0“Y their optimism concer ni ng thedrameticdevel opment 8 et
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had occurred in international rriationr. These developments were seen as
her al di ng prospects for the ® ad of a painful chapter i N humanity's history in
whi ah the worl d had beenpreoccupied Dy confrontation and devastating aoafliat.

It is nort gratifying, as we meetherstoday, to nmotethe aonrolidation
of this welcome process and its further advancement. This NOW spirithas
manifested itself in rubrtantial progresson the road towards achieving t he
goal ofgeneral andaonpl ot e disarmement, thus paving the Way t O accelerated
social and economic development and enhanced efforts to improvethe wel fare of
manki nd.

Egypt whol eheartedly welcomesthe ® npharir curreatly bei ng given tothe
topi c of disarmanent ia general andnuclear disarmameat in partiaul ar, which
has gained momeatumf Ol | OW Ng t he improvementi n bilateral relations between
the United states of America and the Soviet Uni on.

The recent signing - at the end@ of July 1991 - of the Strategic Arms
Reduction ( START) Treaty,i n whi ah the United States and the Sovi et Union
comm tted themselves t 0 rubrtanti al reductions i n t heir strategic | ong-range
and i ntercontinental nucl ear weapoas, further strengthens t he process of
nuclear disarmament. This Treaty, together with the Treaty on the BElimination
of Intermediate-iange and Shorter-Range Missiles (INF Treaty), illustrate
againthat if political will is directed towardsresolving long-standing
obrtacl er much canbe achieved. We welcome these tWOi nportant agreenents au
addi ti onal steps Onthe ardwous road towards achieving the ultimate objective

of aonpl ot e ana total nuclear disarmament to Whi Oh we aspire.



BF/10 A/C.1/46/PV.9
39-40

( M r . )

| N the same context,we hi ghly commend thei nitiative of president Bush
announced on 27 September 1991, and the positive reactionthis initiativehas
received in the Soviet Union in the form of President Gorbachev's di sar manent
proporals. Forthe firat timein decades,we are begi nning to hearoran
i npendi ng race, gradual as itis, tO disarm, as opposed t O an armarace.\We
are thus novi ng towards an eraof nutual trust and confidence| a which we see
uni | ateral and complementazy disarmament measures bei ng adopt ed even wi t hout
prior consultations or negotiatioms. \¥ hope such a trend wil| become

universal.
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The Egyptian delegation aeizes this opportunity also to welcome the
decision of the Worth Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) announced on
17 October to slash the Westera alliance’s nuclear arsenal in Europe by an
additional 700 warheads and to destroy 50 per cent of the nuclear bombs that
are being stockpiled in Europe for possible use aboard allied aircraft.

There new attitudes and initiatives concerning means of truly achieving
both individual and collective security must blossom and spread their branches
and their roota, It is also necessary to emphasiwze that the elimination of
the continulng threat posed to the entire world by existing stockpiler of
nuolear weapons and their ongoing refinement can be achieved only by the
mutual efforts of the international community and with all States
partiaigatiag and aoatributiag on a basis of equality.

Egypt’s commitment to the goals and objectives of disarmament is a matter
of record. We have reiterated at every opportunity that nuclear disarmament
must definitely remain a subject of the highest priority om the international
disarmament agenda. It remains our firm intention to pursue the ultimate goal
of the elimination of the nuclear-arms threat, which still jeopardizes the
very existence Oof humanity.

Though the primary respomsibility for international nuclear disarmament
muet remain with the nuclear-weapon States, the importance of the multilateral
approach to dealing with disarmament issues must be emphasised. S8ince the
risks and dangers of maintaining weapons arsenals at their errreat levels is
shared equally by all members of the international community, sharing in the
necessary process that can contribute towards the total elimination of these

risks and dangers should be clearly accepted as justifiable.
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At the same time, it i8s cur considered Opi ni on that gl obal andregi onal
approaches t{ O disarmament compiement cach otherand should be pursued
simultaneously so as t O promoter egi onal and iantermational peace and
security. And, again ia t he regional context, due atteatiou nust be paid to
the same priorities as those that apply to gl obal di sar manent.

Egypt has consisteatly supported all efforts airected towardsregi onal
di sar manent as a-important, indeed vital, element that can effectively reduce
t ensi on and mistrust between States. At the same time, we have al ways
enphasi sed t he importance of addressing not only t he means but al so t he roots
ofboth regional and international temsioms. It iS ourviewthat a realistic
approach to regi onal 4aisarmament must clearly take account ofthe divergent
characteristicas Of each particul ar region, and thereforespecific modalities
nmust be drawn up to wet the security concer n8 of all States bel onging to a
particular area accurately, jurtly and equitably.

We note with sxcisfaction the recent positive developments | N
international relations, Whi Ch have contributed positively towards t he
reducti on oftension i N various hotbeds ofr egi onal conflict, thereby
provi ding the necessary climte toaddress the issues of regi onal disarmament
conrtruatively and practically.

Bgypt bar been actively pursuing its 0ngoi ng initiatives for the
establishment ofa nucl ear-weapon-free sone i N the Middle Bast sincel974 in
the cont ext oft he United Natioms. In addition, President Mubarak propcsed i N
Aprtl 1990 thatt he Middle tart should be declared aregionfree of all
weapons Of mass destruction. Thsse initiatives aredirected prinarily towards

thegoal ofotemmingthe escalatiom oftheerisis still gripping the Mddle
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Enst region through concrete measures in the field of dlsarmament that would
involve all States in the region w thout exception. These initiatives,
Wi t hout any doubt, provide for their security concerms,thereby getting rid of
one of the major areas offriction and confrontation and opening the pathto
the placing ofadditional emplLasis onnean8 to facilitate a peacd processt hat
will lead to a juet and conprehensive solution to the confliet in the Middle
East, the coreofwhich is the question of Palestinw.

The recent erisisin the GQul f has pronpted a number of countries to make
their own proposals on armslimitation and control - ® specially of arms of
mass destruction - in the Mddl e East. Inthis area specificreference' houl d
be made with appreciation t 0 the initiatives launched by President Bush and
President Mitterran¢.

Egypt has welcomed al | initiatives designed { O contribute t 0 t he
promotion of international and regional stability andseecurity andis
comitted toengaging in constructive dialog-de and cooperati on comceraing such
initiatives, In this aonnectioa, | should |ike tomakereferencetO a |etter
addressed by the Forei gn Minister of Egypt, Mr. Amre Moussa, to the
Secretary-General i N which he enunerat ed t he basi ¢ elements whichBgypt
believes all regional disarmnent proposals should include with a viewto
fulfilling their objeativss. These are, jinter alia, givieg priority to
ri ddi ng the region of weapons of mass destruction - nanel y, muelear, chem cal
andbi ol ogi cal weapons - and consi deri ng measures for conventi onal arms

reduction whyn political circumstances permit.
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In addition,on$ July 1991 Egyptannounced, through a statemeat made by
Poreign Minister Moussa, A series of additional ideas and proposals on the
iasue off egi onal disarmament in the M ddl e East. These proposals are,
dnter alias

states oft he M ddl e Bast whi ah have notyet dune sodeclaret heir
comm tment not to wse nuclear, chem cal orbiological weapoms, not to produce
or acquire nucl ear weapons orauclear naterial susceptible to nmilitary use and
t 0 aispose ofany existing stocksof such material, and toaccept the
I nternational Atomc Energy Agency (| AEA) saf eguards regime.

Staten ofter egi on whieh have not yet doneso decl are thedr conmm t nent
to adhere tothe non-proliferation Treaty as well as to the 1972 Convention on
the prohibition of biological weapons nolater than the coaal usion ofthe
negotiatione on the prohibition of chem cal weapons bei ng conducted by the
Conference on Disarmament.

The Middle East States declare their commitment t O address measures
relating toall forms ofdelivery systems for weapons 0of mass deetructi oa.

The »natioas of the region approve the assigument t0 an organ ofthe
Uni t ed Nations or otherinternati onal organisation ofa role, to be agreed

upon, in the verification ofthe agreenment to be concl uded.
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The developments i n the Gulf region have focused the attention of a large
number of State6 ont he adver se consequences that the introduction of weapon6
of maaa destruction in the Middle East can inflict not only on the region but
al so on international peace am& security. Forthi S reason we have witnessed a
growi ng tide ofendorsenents forboth Egyptian ianitiatives. The- mostrecent
was recogni sed bythe Security Council in its resolution 687 (1991) and by the
five permanent members of t he Security Council during the neeting of experts
in Paris in July1991. In the light ofthis increasing | evel of support, we
feelthat the time is ripe forconcreteaction twobe taken in the appropriate
i nternational forumsto i npl enent President Mubarak's initiative through
conaul tatioaa with the interested parties.

Egyntconti nues ectivelyto support the Treaty on t he Non-Proliferation
of Nucl ear Weapon6 a6 the cornerstone of nuclear disarmament effortsal ned at
the elimnation of all nuclear weapons. Egypt wel comes the announcenent by
both China and Franceoftheir intention to accedet 0 the Treaty andVi eWs
thia devel opment a6 a major step that will furt her strengthen the
non-proliferation regime. The same can definitely be said of t he accession Of
South Africa, Zinbabwe, Tanzania andZambia ot he Treaty, and alse of the
declared intention of Angola and Nam bia to accede to it. W0 hope that this
important development will accel erat e t he deanuclearization of Africa, bringiag
about it6 speedy implementation | N accordance W t h General Assembly
resolutiond5/56, which call 6 fora nmeeting ofexperts to be held in Aadis
Ababa during 1991. Denucleariszation W || haveamarkedeffect on the security
and atability of the African continent, providing its people with the
opportunity to concentratetheir efforts on achieving econom c and social

duvelopment,
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However,we r houl d not oveclook the importamceofful| disclosure by the
Goverament Of South Africa ofits nuclear installations and naterials in
parallel with t he implementation of the Saf eguar ds Agreement signed bet ween
t he GovermmentofSouth Afriaa and the International Atomiec Ener gy
Agency (| AEA). The Director General of the Agencyi S requested to

“verify the completeness ofthe inventory of South Africa’ s nuclear

inatsllationr asdmaterial”

i N accordance Wi t h t he Agency'sGenaral Conferencer €sol uti on
GC(XXXV)/RES/567 ,adopted| a Septerder 1991.

W al so iearned fromthe axpwzrianca oft he Gulf war andfol | owing the
implementation ofSecurity Council| resolution 687 (1991) t hat t he | AEA
saf eguard mechani sm must bestrengthened i N Or der t 0 ensure greater scope for
detection ofcl andestine violation ofthe nor;-proliferation Treaty
obligations. Theoverriding coatribution Of the nun-prolifuration Treaty
regi ne topeace and security must not be chal | enged. That regime shoul d be
strengt hened t hr ough complementary ® fiortm.

W\ remain convinced that, i n t he abseace ofuniversal adherence to the
non-proliferation Treaty, non-nucl ear-weapon States parties to the Treaty are
within their legitimte rcights in denanding the strengthening ofsecurity
assurances as provided by Seeurity Counai | resolution 255 (1968), in orderto
of fset thi s unfortunatesituation.

Inthisconnection, | must once again drawattention tothe fact that the
provisions oft hat S8ecurity Council resolution and the unilateral declarations
by nucl ear-weapon Staten do not provide, in oeuropinion, sufficient aaaurancea
t o non-nucl ear-weapon States against the threat ofthe use of nucl ear

weapons. Webelieve that this issue musttake priority ea the agenda for
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strengthening the non-proliferation regi ne as we drawcl oser to the 1995
cxnferenceont he future ofthe non-proliferation Treaty. Frorthat purpobe,
Egypt presented a propoaal tothat effecttothe Fourth Revi ew Conference of
Parties t0 the Treaty onthe Non-Proliferafion ofNucl ear Weapoms, held in
Geneva i n the bumer o0f1990.

Since then, several inportant developmeiwnts have takenplace. In
particular, on 19 Decenber 1990 the general Assenbly adopteda single
resolution - resolution 45/54 - on the issue ofeffective interaationel
arrangements to assure non-nucl ear-weapon States against the use or threat of
use of nucl ear weapoms. Accordingly the Conference oa D sarmanent decided to
re-establish, for the duration ofi«s199]1 session, en Ad Hoe Conmmttee to
continue to negotiate with a view toreaching agreenent sneffective
international arrangenents to assurenon-nuclear-weapom St at es againstt he use
or threat ofuse Of nucl ear weapons. The debate denonstrated w de support for
the Egyptian initiative. It has becone inperative to plug all such | oopholes
in Security Counci|l resolution 255 (1968) by adopting an updat ed version t hat
woul d cont ai n credible assurances.

The del egati on ofEgypt considered that a g£irst step WaS necessary - fhat
IS, toinitiate a process wherebynucl ear-wospon States parties to the
non-prolifaration Treaty would conduct consultations collectively or
individual ly with the nucl ear-weapon States notcurrently parties to the
Treaty on security assurances, taking into account Security Council resolution
255 (1968), and other States parties to the Treaty would be inforned of any

progress on appropriate acti on by the Security Council that m ght result from

t hese efforts.
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It has been reassuring to us t hat various disarmament initiatives
presented during this year have emphasized the necessity of universal
adherence {0 the non-proliferation Treaty amd t he importance of applying the
full.scope |AEA safeguard system as a reliable meens o verification to ensure
the promotioa of the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, Israel's reluctance to
comply with either of the two important elements | have referred to can
further fuel suspicion in the region regardingi ts nucl ear programme as well
ad it 8 motivations. Suah svspiclion creates insurmountable stumbling blocks to
progress in the field of regional disarmament and security in the Middle East.

On a more optimistic note, Egypt supported resolution GC(XXXV)/RES/S571,
adopted at the September 1991 sessiom of the General Conference of IAEA, which
affirmed

“the urgent need for all States in the Midadle East to . . . accept the

application Of tull-scope Agency safeguards to al | their nuclear

activities as an important confidence-building measure among all States
in the region an@ as a scep in enhancing peace aad security in the

context of the establishment of a auclear-weapon-free aone",
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Hence, we call upon all States in the region to comply atriectly and in good
faith with the provisions of that eselution. Such ccmpliamce will diminish
considerably the existing level of suspicion in the area and will enhance the
peace pruspeccs in the Middle East.

The convening, in January 1991, of the partial teat-ban Treaty amendment
Conference presented the overwhelming majority of the parties with an
opportunity to voice thoir unabated commitment to the goal of a total
cessation of all nuclear testing. The trend in the general debate refiected
the depth of the international community's r esol ve to achieve a comprehensive
test-ban treaty at the earliest possible time.

For many States - among them Egypt - achieving this goal would herald the
establishment of & solid foundation for the total elimnation of the
devastating threat that nuclear-weapons arsenal8 present. It would spare the
peoples of the world the grave consequencres - whether political, economic or
environmental - associated with contiauwed testing. However, on the Part of
certain delegations, the political will necessary to the initiation of
progress towards achieving a comprehensive test ban remained lacking.

| take this opportunity to welcome the recent decision of the Soviet
union - announced by President Gor bachev in early October 1991 - to
unilaterally suspend all nuclear testing for a period of one year. We hope
that other nuclear-weapon State8 will adopt sim | ar decisions.

As Egypt is a member of the Conference on Disarmament, my delegation
would like to express its St rong support for the statement made in this
Committee by Ambassador Horacio Arteaga of Veneszuela in hi8 capacity as
President of the Conference on Disarmament. In addition, my delegation wishes

to make some observations on some of the items on the agenda of the Conference,
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In accordance with General Assembly resolution 45/55, the Ad Hoc
Committee on the Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space concentrated its
deliberation8 on various substantive aspects of this item. Egypt participated
actively in these deliberations and intends to pursue its role when the Ad Hoc
Committee resumes it8 work in 1992. Bearing in mind that the legal regime
applicable to out er space does not, by itself, guarantee the preveatioa of an
arms race in outer space, we hope that the Ad Hoe Committee will soon be able
to adopt agreed legal provisions to complement the Moon Treaty.

The Egyptian delegation is encouraged by the progress made in the
negotiation8 on the convention on the production, stockpiling and dostruction
of chemical weapons, which have enteredt heir final phase. However, some
issues remain to be settled befare the 1992 deadline set fOr conclusion of the
convention. The questions of veri fi cati on, compliance with the provisions of
t he future convention, challenge inspection, and the composition and
decision-making role of t he Executive Council, as well as the venue of the
organization, require further comsideration. In elaborating a watertight
verification regime - imperative as that is - the comveantion should not impede
the use of chemical subatances for peaceful purposes. -

We wish at this stage to emphasise the legitimate interest Of all States
in ensuring that the econon ¢ and techaologicsl development of their chemical
industries s not hampered. The flow of chem cal technology, i nstruments and
materials for the civilian chemical i ndustries of wvarious developing countries
should be ensured. In brief, the werification mechanism should not place
unnecessary burden8 oa civilian industries - particularly those of t he

devel opi ng countri es.
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Bgypt participates actively in the negotiatious i n Genevaon the
cremical-weapons convention and hopes that it will achi eve universal
adherenoe . In this spirit, Egypt has called upoa all State8 in the Mddl e
East that have notyet acceded tothe Non-Proliferation Treaty and the
biological-weapons Convention to do so beforet he conclusion and -open.lng for
si gnat ure of the chem cal - weapons convention and, t hus, ensure uni ver sal
adherenoe to all international instruments relating to ail weapons of nass
destruction. By the sane token, we welaome the Joint Deolaratioa oa the
Conpl ete Prohi bition of Chem cal and Biol ogi cal WWapons by Argeatina, Brasil,
Chile and Uruguay.

As a signatory tothe biological -weapon8 Convention, Egypt parti ci pated,
as an observer, in the Third Review Conference. The Egyptian del egation nade
astatementexpressing its interest in having the provisions of the Convention
inproved, and followed closely the work of the Conference. W are satistied
thatprogress towards agr eenent on confidence-buil di ng neasures ha8 been
achieved. On the question ofverification, the Conference was unabl e toreach
agreement, except on the est abl i shnment ofa group of goveramental expertsto
exam ne possi bl e verification measure8with a view to strengthening t he
Convention. Egypt believes that the |ack ofan effective verification regime
is a | oophole that should be seriously addressed, with a view to ensuring
conpliance by the States parties and the universality of the Convention.

Finally, T wish to address an issue that seemstobe comanding a high
degr ee ofinterest daring t hi s session - nanely, the i dea ofestablishing,
under the auspices ofthe United Nations, a registerofcoaveational-arns

transfers. Geater enphasis has recently been accorded to the concept of
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military t ransparency and the means of achi evi ng it in the various forums of
the United Nations - i n particul ar, theDdisarmament Commission.

To date, there hes been a wide divergence of views on the viability and
effectiveness of t he concept as a means ‘of advanci ng the objectives of
disarmament. Discussions have continued. | refer especially to discussions
concerning t he practicability of effort8 to formulate measures, in the context
of transparency, that might be applicable on a global basis, irrespective of
the specific characteristics of different regions, the poli:ical realities
that exist in those regioms, and the legitimate security concerns of States
belonging to them.

While we welcomn in principle the proposal to establish an arms register,
which m ght contribute positively towards achieving some of the objective8 of
disarmament, we feel that this proposal should be enlarged to cover all

aspects of arms and technology transfers, production and stockpiling.
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Our initial reflection on the issue leads us to suggest that any register
that was to serve the objectives of transparency in an equitable manner for
all States should incorporate, inter alia, the following elements: first, all
types of weapons, conventional as well a8 non-conventional, and their means of
delivery; secondly, the transfer of technology, matériel, subsystems and so
forth usable in the production and development of such weapons; thirdly,
indigenous military production capabilities; and, fourthly, arms transferred
and stockpiled as part of bilateral and regional cooperation agreements.

In view of the complicated nature of this issue, my delegation shares the
view that measures should be taken at the earliest possible time to initiate
an in-depth study of this important matter and that the largest umber of
Government expert8 should be invited to participate and express their
opinions. Such an approach would certainly guarantee the transparency,
universality and non-discrimination of any proposed mechanism, taking into
account the priorities of disarmament as agreed upon and proceeding in a
manner that would guarantee ful | y the security concerns of all States. Egypt
i S mosteager to engage in constructive consultations withall members
concerning the issue in an effort to reach agreement on the most practical
means of advancing this proposal.

In expressing our position and views regarding the agenda items on
disarmament we have been guided by the spirit of dialogue manifested in the
new post-cold-war era, which ends an era of confrontation and moves forward on
the path towards achie—ement of the goal of general and complete disarmament,
established on the basis of the United Nations principles concerning the

maintenance of international peace and security.
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Against t hat background t he Egyptiza del egati on willcooper at e with ot her

de.egations { 0 ensure new progreas in attai ning that goal .

The meeting rose at 12.15 p.m.



