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STATEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN

The CHAIRMAN:t | should like to inform members that the Chair has
been approached by a number of delegations requesti ng that thedeadline for
the submission Oof draft resolutioms underthe disarmament items be extended.
Taking into account suah concerms, and in order to enable consultations that
are mow under way om a nunber of textsto be successfully concluded, the
Bureau oft he Committeei s ofthe opinion that the mostfeasible extension of
the deadlinefort he submission of draft resol uti ons woul d be Wednesday,

30 October 1991, at 6 pe.m.

[t is nmy sincere hope thatthis additional timebeing mndeavailable wll
be instrumental in allowing a wider base of agreement to emerge on those texts.

| f the Committee agrees with such a proposal, | shall nevertheless urge
delegation8 kindly to do their utrmost to submt au mamydraft resolutions as
possible bef ore the new deadline, so as to facilitate the proceedings of the
Committee when we reacht he stage ofconsi deration and action on draft
resolutions

As 1 hear no objection, 1 shall take itthat the Committee agrees with
t he proposal that | have just made regardingt he extensi on of the deadline
unti| Wednesday, 30 Catober 1991, at 6 p.m.

It was so decided.
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AGENDA ITEMS 47 TO 65 (continued)
GENERAL DEBATE ON AZL DI SARVAMENT | TEMS
Mr, KOEFFLER (Austria) (1 nter pra@tati on from Freach)s m
t oday to makea few comments on chem cal weapons andthe negotiation8 on a
conveution banni ng such weapons,

Since on 13 My President Bush announced his initiative on chem cal
weapons, the AdBoo CommitteeOn this question hasnnde siganificant progress.
Neverthelescs, several points remain unresolved, and they require not only
technical solutions but also a political settlement. | am thinking
particularly oft he questions ofverification and decision-making.

The mai n probl emwe have encountered with respect to verificationis
i dentifyi ng objective sriteria which woul d enableus toi ncl ude certain
installation8 in the verification regime.| n this connecti on, we believe that
the concept of “capacity" is a fundamental criterion, while agreeing with
others that it woul d be desirable to restrict this concept t O the most
pertinent types ofinstallations. This should take care ofboth the political
and the technical problem relating to the scope of verification. In
political terms, this woul d hel p to overcomet he misgivings of representatives
of the chem cal industry as well as of those countries that haveanunber of
chem cal installations. Furthernore, the financial implicatioms coul d thus be
kept &wn to an acceptable |evel.

Withrespect to the decision-making nachinery to be adopted inlight of
the future convention, | should like to touch upon three principles | believe
ar e essential, nanely, the geographical distribution of seats, trensparency
and flexibility.

I n |ight ofthe respective regional and wor|l d interests of all States,

wi thout exception, all regions ofthe world should be appropriately represented
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(Mr._Koeffler, Austria)
i N the decision-making structure. Ifthe functioni ng of the future
Organisation is { O inspire general ‘confidence, it | S essential t hat the
decision-making processbe as transparent s possible. This shoul d al so be
safegverded i N al| ot her spheresofactivityofthe future organisation, wile
beating i N mind, at the same time, restrictions oni nformation required by

commercialconfidentiality and t he security i nterests i nvol ved.
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(Mr. Koeffler. Austria)

Flexibility i s necessary toal | ow a promptpolitical and administrative
reaction. Becauaseofthe way the international scemeis dovel oping and
because of the considerable progress i N science and technology, the
i npl enentation and interpretation ofthe convention should be flexible. My
country attaches the greatest possible i nportance to achieving a complete ban
on chenical weapons. Forthat reason Austria has become involved i n the
process of negoti ati on and mai ntai ns its offer to host the future control
organi sation.

The organization Wi || have to perform a number of differentf unctions to
ensure the conprehensive application ofthe convention. One of these
function8 i s verification inthe broadest semse ofthe word, including the
periodi c updating of ways and mean8of verification.

As we see it, the organisation shoul d provide the international community
with a w de range of servi ces and beeasi|y accessible. Zts | ocation ahould
afford it the al osest cooperation and coordination with the other
i nternational bodies concerned, the international community and the scientists
engaged i N matters of verification.

Nowthat the endofthe negotiations on chem cal weaponsseemstobe in
sight, clearly the time is nowripe to deal with the question ofreservations
tothe Geneva Protocol of 1925. statesparties may declare that they are
prepared to withdrawal | their reservations to the Protocol as soomas
possi bl e oxr, at all events, before the convention comesinto force.

The concl usion of a convention on chemical weapons will| strengthen the
security of any State becoming a party to that instrunment. That is a

prai seworthy andinportant goal which we should not Zose sight of.
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Mr. KRISHNAN (Malaysiu): Allowme first ofall to congratulate

M. Robert Mrosiewies of Pol and on hi mappoi nt ment am Chai rman of the
Committee. | am confident #at under him wise and abl e gui dance, the work of
the Committee Wi | | bearfruitful results. Allow ne also to congratulate the
ot her nenbers ofthe Bureau on their election am Vice-Chairnen and Ragporteur
of the Committee.

The end of the cold war and ot her positive devel opnent s ar ound the world
have given hopeof the emergence of a batter 3juternatioamal environnent.
Al t hough the exact nature of the nuch-tal ked-about neworderis still not
clear, mpat countries seemto regard it amen opportunity to move towards a
positive future for all of us. Mlaysia sharesthis view However, we still
needt 0 be cautious as there are manychal | enges ahead an& many | ong-standi ng
i aauea remai n unresolved. Therefore, We mnmust exam ne our priorities and
atrategiea in terms of global peace and security and ask ovraelvea what sort
of world we want our children and ourchildren's children to live in. There
is a w ndow of opportunity in front of us: we eaa turn the uncertainty of our
past into a future of progress, Stability andsecurity for the next
generation. I n this regard disarmament i S one area whi ch deserves priority
consi deration byt he international community.

Since its inception, the United Nations ham recognised t hat di sar mament
i S the key t 0 world peace and security. |t ham nade the ending of the arns
race aprimary task unti| whatis popul arly known am general and conplete
disarmament is achieved. Yet we are still far £rom achieving much a goal .
- The reasonfor ourfailure ham beenthe cold war whi ch ensured thatno region
in this world felt secure enough to allow much a noble ideal tobloom The
endi ng of the cold war ham opened the way for a new begi nni ng towards maki ng

substantive progressi n arns control and disarmament.
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(Mz. Krishnan, Malaysia)
In our view, the attainment offuture gl obal peace amd security nust
startwith the elimnation of weapons of massdestruction. Since the end of
the Second World War, we have been subj ected to the constant fear of a nucl ear
hol ocaust.  Indeed, at | east oncewe came very close to a nuclear
confrontation betweent he t wo super-Powers. \\ have been told repeatedly that
in the tense at nosphere of the cold war, nucl ear weapons were an essential
deterrent that would preserve our freedomand our way oflife. Therehave
been many efforta - nultilateral and bilateral - to reduce and to elimnate
t heme weapons of doom but progress hambeen |imted. The rime ofa new
leadershipin the Soviet Union in the md 1980s ham brought a new eraof
Baat - West  cooperation. Ithamresulted in the first substantive progressin
nucl ear disarmamentwhen the Treaty on the Elimination of| Nt er medi at e- Range
and Shorter-Range Missiles (INF Treaty) was signed. The INF Treaty isthe
firstin history to elimnate anentire Category of muclear weapons, It was
followed recently by the Strategi c Arms Reducti on Treaty (START), a
rignificant end encouraging agr eenent. But nuch moreneeds to be done as the
nunber of nucl ear warheads |eft under the START Treatyi S nore thaawhen the
START proceaa began.
Mal aysi a therefore wel comes the recent initiative by

President Geor ge Bush toelimnate all short-range nucl ear warheads, to
withdraw cruise miaailea from ahi pa, submarinea and | and-baaed naval aircraft,
toterminatet he i nterconti nental ballistic missi': programme andt 0 cancel
t he newshort-range-attack missile programme. Malaysis was equal |y happy when
Presi dent Mikxhail Cor bachev of the Soviet Union responded positively to the

proposals. |n fact, t he other nucl ear-weapon States should beconme parties to
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(Mc. Kxishnan., Malavaia)
this latest initiative which we consider to be a good beginning for the
gradual el imnation of all typesof nuclear weapons, including strategic
weapons.

Some peopl e mayfrown whenwe talk about the total elimnation ofnuclear
weapons. Overthe years, control | ers of these weapons have adamantly def ended
their position when stating why they cannot or mustnot beelimnated. It has
al ways been argued that nucl ear weapons arelike a genie that cwm never be put
back in the bottle. Y¥et, strangely enough, we neverheart he same ar gunent
sbout chemical weapons - Mther weapon of mama destruction that is relatively
easyt 0 make and conceal. The Conference on Disarmanent is at present working
on aconvention thatwoul d etfectively ban the production, stockpiling ana
transfer of chenm cal weapons. By the latest estimate the chem cal weapons
conventi on should be ready for signingin 1992. Whyis it not poaaibleto

havet he sane type of convention on nuclear weapons?
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(Mr. Kxishnan, Malaysia)

Malaysia strongly believes that a convention on nucl ear weapons is not
only poaaible but a matter of necessity. In today's age of nonunental
el ectroni ¢ advances and diminishing i nternati onal tension, the argumentthat
much a convention would be difficult to verify nolonger holds water. The
fact is that it cm be verified, and experience gai ned by the United States
and the USSR during the negotiations on the Strategi ¢ Arms Reduction Treaty
(START) and the Treaty on Conventional Forces in Europe have proved the
convention'sviability. The ability of the United States to detect
clandestine nucl ear-weapons progranmes in the Mddl e Bast i s Mther exanple
oft he feasibility of the convention. On the question of nonitoring, the
i nstrunment forregul ating ana i nplementing it already exists, event hough it
needs t 0 be transformed and strengthened. | amreferring tothe Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear \Wapon8 (NPT).

To ensure a nucl ear-weapon-free era, the NPT shoul d be transformed i Nnto a
convention banning all nuclear weapons. Atthe present tine, the NPT, despite
its strong points, particularly in the peaceful uses of nucl ear energy, has
al ways been perceived as aflawed agreement,for two main reasons. The first
I Sits aiscriminatory nature, M the secondis its failure to achieve
universality. Ml aysia wel coned the indications of France and China - the two
remai ni ng nucl ear-weapon States not parties tothe NpT - that they intend to
becone signatories t 0 t he NPT. However, the fact remains that the NPT in its
present form i s discriminatory. This weakness has prevented many of the
so-called threshold countries from adhering to the NPT. Therefore we believe
that the only way for the NeT to achieve universality is to elimnate totally
all types of nuclear weapons and transformthe NPT into a convention banning

the production, stockpiling and transfer of nuclear weapons. Such an
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(Mz, Krishnan, Malaysia)
endeavour nust take place underthe United Nations umbrella, and itnust begin
now, in anticipation of the NPT extension conference to beconvenedi n 1995.

Pendi ng the conplete ban on nucl ear weapons, Malaysia also calls for a
total bam on nuclear teats for the devel opnent of even more destructive
weapons. We bel i eve that these teats are conducted f or t he mole pur pose of
achi eving more aophi ati cated weapons and nothing el se. | nar eaaed
sophistication W || only mean more destruction for | eas yield. Thus, the
vertical prol i feration oft heme weaponswi | | be perpetuated and will
inevitably lead to a further nuclear-arns race. As echoed by Indonesia, we
are al so concerned that the advances made in nuclear-weapons t echnol ogy wil |
result in difficulty in verifying a future convention onthem. This does uot
augur wel | forour gfuture amd nMust cone tO amend.

Today, the world community i s becom ng more Ml nore aware and concerned
aboutt he destructive consequences of human activities onthe faceof the
Earth and the needt 0 preserve our eaviroument. Agai nst this background,
nucl ear - weapon teats are at odds with the policies of somecountries which
profeaa environnental concerns. W have been told that under gr ound nucl ear
teats - the only type that is all owed now - do not adversely affect the
environnent. However,the fact is thatradi oactive contam nation doom occur
during there tests and there i S N0 guarantee that this wWill not affect people
|l iving close totheteatsates. If it is so sate, Why CM much teats not be
conducted in Burops Or in the Mediterranean Sea Ml not in the Pacific7

Inatop with the transfornati on of the NPT, amechanismnust al so be
established t O banthe del i very ayatama for these wapona, such as certain
categories Of submarines, Strategi c bonmber missile systems, and, above all,
the intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) system. The clinination of

these del ivery ayatemai s an essential foundation forconfi dence-buil di ng
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The chemical-weapons convention is expectedtobereadyfor ® ignaturo in
1992. Malaysia welcomes this devel opnent and wishes tocongratulate t he
Ad Roc Committee on Cheni cal Weapons of the Conference On Disarmament forits
® renplary efforts, Whi ch have brought the negotiationst 0 theirpresent
stage. Malaysia would also |ike to thankAustralia for trying to involve
ot her non-member S8tates of t he Conference by or gani si ng regi onal consultations
on the matter to enable them to have their views made known to the Conference.

Malaysia believes t hat t he present ctags ofnegoti ati on8 woul d not have
been possi bl e without the agreenent ofthe two super-Powers t0 the gradual
elimiration of theirnucl ear-weapons arsenals. We wish to note that the
announcement by Presideat Bush ofthe United State8 decisiom t0 waive it8
earl i er intention to mai ntain 10 per cent of its chemical weapons stock is the
mosti Nportant geature i N =making t he conventi on possibie.

Malaysia is ready to adheret O the convention, provi ded t hat it does not
hanper the growth of legitimte chem cal industries i n devel opi Ny countries.
Emphasis rhould al SO be givem to the process for the destruction of these
weapons. Countries that are unabl e to dispose of t hei r owm weapon8 sately -
or dispose of those weapon8 | eft on their territory by other8 - must be given
assistance in order to avoi d adverse affect8 on the eaviroament.

Malaysia managed to participate for t he first time i N the Third Review
Conference of t he bi ol ogi cal weapon8 Convention held recently in Geneva. We
are happy with the outcome ofthe Conference. |t LasstrengthemedOUr belief
that the internati onal communityis able to cooperateto ® 3t3bli8h ® ffoctive
arms-control regimes. The signing Of t he Convention was too simplistic and we
are happy t0 notethat asan outcomeof the Third Revi ew Conference, the

Convention W | | now be strengthened Wi t h verification procedures snd other
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steps thatwill curb violations, increase tramsparemcy and therefore promote
confidence among States.

G obal peace and stability cannot be achi eved by the eradication of
weapon8 of massdescructional one. We must realise that conventional weapon8
have wreaked NOr € havoe, ki | | ed more peopl e and brought nore misery to
mankind - especially in the third world= than any other type of weapon.
Since the end ofthe Second Wrld War, it haSbeem estimated that40 m | |ion
peopl e have been killedin war8 aroundthe world and all of them werethe
result ofconventional weaponry. Onthis point, Malaysia is notadvocati ng
the elimnation ofconventi onal weapons in the truesense oft he phrase
“complete disarmament”. |t woul d be naive tothinkthat a nation could do
Wi t hout appropriatedefence in case of sudden orunexpected aggression.
However, it must be Underlined that the excessive accunul ation ofarns woul d
Only invite suspicion andinstability. Therefore, Mal aysi a support8 aay
effort towards confi dence-buil ding through transparency in production,
stockpiling, transferofarnB and mlitary technology. Inthis regard,
Malaysia and ot her non-aligned countries: arehoping toworkw th the Buropean
Community and Japan ona United Natioms armanents reporting systemand arrive
at a consensus draft resolution for adopti on by the General Assenbly at its
current session.

To feel secure, countries mustbeconfident that there will notbe any
throat to their security. Our experience ha8 been that, nost often, threat8
cane fromour OWN neighbours. These threats coul d be real, but sometimes t hey
coul d be inaccurate perceptions. Therefore, a mechaniem should be established
between nNei ghbour 8 ona regional basis to promote confidence-building and
eliminate the porsibility Of temsioms enmnati ng fromt he purchase, production

end stockpiling Of avmaments. Inthis respect, Malaysia would |ike to
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congratul at e the countries of Europe, the United State8 and Canada, fortheir
success i N negotiating the Treaty oa Conventional Arned Forcesin Burope and
to laud the viability oft he Conterenceon Security and Cooperation in Europe
(CSCB) established to promote confidence-building and cooperati on among
Eur opeancountries. Other region8 shoul d be encouraged to develop their own
mechani sns for confi dence-buil ding and arms control. Asfar a8 devel oping
countriesare concerned, disarmament is an important factorthat w ||

contribute toward8 devel opnent.
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| cannot stresstoostrongly the significance Of the relatiomship bet ween
di sar manent anddevelopment. The developed countries have been pontificating
onthe virtue8 ofthe developing countries' reduci ng arnB apending, yet it is
t he formerwho are the NBj Or producers and sellers of Weapon8 and it is they
which sometimes ® Xxtond foreignmilitary assistance for the purchase of
weapons. Now is the timeforus t 0 start i npl enenting the actiom progranme we
agreed onin the final documentofthe 1967 International Conferenceon the
Relationship between Disarmament and Devel opnent and t O resort moreto
di al ogue and negoti ation toresol ve our difference8 and emsure our security.

To e a8ure long-term r egi onal security and confidence among neighbours,
Malaysia, t oget her with it8 neighbour8 in the Association Of Sout h- East Asi an
Nations (ASEAN), has since 1971 been promotingt he regi onal concept of asone
of peace,freedom and neutrality (20PPAN).|ln addition, ASBAN member
countries 3180 signed the Treaty of Amty amd Cooperation in South-East Asia
in 1976, in which nenber countriesagreed toresolve any dispute by peacef ul
means, pr event out si de interference and pronote regi onal cooperation. | ndeed,
ASEAN is W del y recognised as an important factor forpeace; and fol |l owi ng the
signing ofthe Paris Agreement ON Cambodia last \\édnesday, Malaysia, al ong
with 4esfriend8 in ASBAN, Wi || continue to strive tostreangthea peace in the
region, Starting with the accession oft he | ndochi nese countries to the 1976
Treaty of Amity and Cooperation.

The journey toward8 achieving disarmament started | ong ago. W are now
at acrossroadswhere wemustconmit ourselves t0 a clear and definite path
t owar d8 genersl arns control and disarmament. Malaysia, for it8 part, wll
strive t0 play 4tsrole in building a nore equitabl e peace and security for

all nation8 and a brighter future forall of us.
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Mr. DEYANOV (Bulgaria): The Gulf \\ir and receat progressin
aisarmament have hi ghli ghted the non-proliferation notivation of the
armaontrol policies of many States. Asa result, the non-proliferation
| Ssue now seems t0 O4M e rtrenely high in international affairs.

The growing i nterest in amd support forinitiatives to curbthe gl obal
spread of weapon8 area natural responsetoWw dely shared concerms about the
dangers t O peace poredby t heir unrestricted accunul ation. The needfor
coordinated non-proliferati on measures onaregi onal and gl obal |evel is being
widely recognised aSam Urgent taskofthe internati onal community. \\é
consider suahindividualamdj oi nt actions by State8 within the systemof the
United Nation3 an indispensable el enent of the quest for a new world orderof
peace, stability andsecurity.

Whatt he i nternational community need8 at present is a universally shared
politiaal determnation not only to denounce but al so actively tooppose any
further proliferaticn of weapons of maSS destruction and missile delivery
systems a8 \e| | asthe ¢ XSO ¥+0 accumulatiom ofconventional arms. Differing
perception8 on how best t 0 achievet he immediate non-proliforati ou goals
should not prevent wus from arriving at common understandings on long-term
obj ective8 andel aborating widely supported gui deline8 for a responsible
arms-tradepolicy.

The gulf orisis ha8 taught wus to look at non-proliferation in a wider
contort. Arns-control objectives in this field canno longer be restricted to
nucl ear weapons alone. They noweovernot onlynucl ear, chemical ana
bi ol ogi cal weapons, but also missile delivery systemsand conventional arms
transfers. This, of course, should not be Beena8 downgrading in any way the

well-established place ofnucl ear non-proliferation onthe aisarmament agenda.
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We believe t hat thevariouswaysofstrengthening “cm2 e xpMling
non-yzol iferation regi me8 i n t he present eircumstances shoul d notneceasarily
be considered a8 nutual |y exclusive alternatives. Contractual gl obal
mechanisms, r Qi onal arrangements, a harmonization of suppliers' policies,
stronger nati onal exportcontrols, inspection activities of i nternational
institutions and agencies, conprehensive bams and |imtation8 - all these
avenue8 ofarn8 coatrol coul d be vi ewed a8 indispensable conponent8 of a joint
non-proliferation effort. Whenone approach doe8 not seemt 0 produae
immediate results, another one maywel | achieve the non-proliferation
objectives. \\& should opt todo what is feasible at any stage and resist
bei ng overwhel ned by a sense offrustration that ni ght emsuwe fromlinited
results on oneor Mbther individual traekofcurrent non-proliferation
activities.

In the nuclear field, nmy delegation regards the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of NUuC| ear Weapons(NPT) aS t he best available internationul
instrument to prevent nuclear proliferation. The year 1991 is indeed a
remar kabl e one for the NPT, & note with satisfaction a growi ng tendency to
strengthen { he Treaty's nenbership and it8 | eg& regime.. The decisions in
principl e announced by France and China to accedeto the NPT bring wus to the
poi nt ofachieving the difficult goal ofhaving all five nuclear-weapom State8
together i N t he mainstream of nucl ear non-proliferati on eftorts.The
accession of South Africa, Zambia, Tansania and Zi nbabwe t o t he NPT is Mot her
maj or event which, we hope, nmay chenge 0l d and deepl y entrenched concern8 in
At rica. \\& also welcome t he intention ofLatvia, Lithuania, Estonia and
UKkrai ne to accedetothe NPT as nou- nucl ear - weapon States.

Al these devel opnent8, which bring us closer touniversaladherence [0

t he NPT, shovid be consolidated by the full inplementation ofsll its
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provisions. An impeccable record in this respect woul d greatlyhelp t he NPT
member Statest 0 extendthe viability ofthe treaty well beyond 1995.

Bul gari a supports t he i ndefinite exteasionof the Treaty amdwi || workfort he
achievement ofthis inportant goal atthe fifth NPT Review Conference.

Afuture-oriented bal ance of interestswithin the NPT should addreas hoth
horisontal and vertical comcerms andalso coverdevel opment 8 associated with
peacef ul uses of nual ear energy. Wth this in mnd we believe thatatforts
shoul d beaccelerated t a accomplish significant result8 in all NPT-rel ated
arms-controlareas. The latest unilateral steps by the twol eading
nucl ear - weapon States i n announci ng immediate plams to Wi thdraw their
non-strategic nucl ear weapons, | n addition to the drastiec r educti on8 undert he
Strategi c Arms Reduction Treaty (START) amd t he intermediate-Range and
Shorter-Range Missile (INPF) Treaty, are particularly encouraging forall who
wi sh tostrengthen the foundation8 ofthe NPT. An early decision tO startthe
preparatory process for the 1995 Conference woul d streamline al | effort8 and
offer new hopes that the remaining difficult issues associated with the
i mpl ementation of the NPT wWil|l be solved in tinme fora morepositive Fifth
Revi ew Conference.

The successful record of the I nternational Atom c Energy Agency (IABA) in
saf eguardi ng t he peaceful nucl ear activities ofState8 andin ® n8uring
compliance Wi th the NPT is a provencornerstone oft he internationa. nuclear
non-proliferation regime. The Gulf crisis ha8 reinforced our understanding
that the Aqemcy'straditional inspection systemshould be i nproved ana
strengthened if it is to neet the newchal | enger ofour tine.

Bulgaria tookpart in and supports the i nportant decisioms tothis ef f ect
by the 1aBAgeneral Conference hel d 1ast nonth in Vienna. We shall continue

to doso a8 a newl y el ect ed member of the Agency'sBoard Of Governors.
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The result8 ofthe inspections by the United Nati on8 Special Cemmission and
YABA, detecting Iraq'snon-compliance with it 8 aafeguardobl i gationa, have
been reported to the Security Council snd W || aserve a8 atinely warning about
t he gravepolitical amd other consegquences t hat potential vi ol ator(O of
non-proliferati on commitments Wi || have to facein the future. This is a
centralpoi nt not only with respect to nuclear-rel ated ma*ters but also wWith
respectt 0 the equally inportant chemcal, biological aad misstiletechnol ogy
areas.

Pursuantt 0 United Nation8 Security Council resolutions 687 (1991) and
700 (1991), t he Govermment of Bul gari a has scopted a speci al decree and
enforced nati onal export control procedure8 to preventdeliveries Of arms,
mlitary equi pment, naterial 8 and technologies t hat maybeused for purposes
contrary to the provisions of paragraph8 24, 25 and 27 oft he first of these
t WO resolutions.

| wish to associate ny countrywith the call to all non-nucl ear-weapon
State8 to submit al | their nucl ear activities t 0 IAEAsafeguards. @ note
with satisfaction the decisionof Braail and Argentina to conclude full-scope
safeguard agreenents wth IABA., My del egation al so welcomes With appreciation
the regional arrangement8 ofthose two States to conply with the Tlatel ol co
Treaty and to i npl ement a recently signed hil ateral agreemeat on the use of
nuclearener gy exclusively for peaceful purposes. Weare happy to note
furthert hat aful | - scope safeguaraagreenent with IAEAha8 al so been
concl uded recently by South Africa, inline with the Treaty on the
Non- Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons.

Agai nst these positive devel opment8, ny del egati on cannot but express its

concern over the fact thatthereare parties to the non-proliferation Treaty,
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particularly those in sensitive arca8 of i nt ernati onal temsiomor conflict,
which have not yet signed similar safeguard agr eenent8 with IAEAas required
by their respective obligation8 under that Treaty. We hope thatthe recently
anncunced steps i N the field ofauclear disarmamentwi || hel p bringto an
early and successful finalisation the process of the concluding of a safeguard
agreenment by IABA with the Democratic People's Republic of Korea.

It 48 my privil ege to inform this Committee that the Goverament Of
Bul gari a ha8 adopted and strictly applies in it8 national export control
policy the guidelines agreed upon by the Nuclear Supplier8 Group. My country
is also taking part in the current internetional efforts to update the | i st of
nucl ear-rel ated dual -ure equi pment, nateri al and technology, which Wi | |
provi de the basis fort he envi saged | egal and administrative procedure8 of
strengthened cxport coatrol in Bulgaria. This enhanced nation38l regime is
meantt 0 be of a comprehensive character and{ O cover commodity items
associatedw th the manufacturing and proliferation ofall typo8 ofeaponsof
mass destruction and missile delivery systems.

It 48 our firm conviction that the most ef f ecti ve way to achieve the
non-proliferation objectives i n t he chemical field 4s by a gl obal and
effectively verifiabl e ban onchem cal weapons, whi ch is expsctedtobe
finalised next year. Bul garia ha8 welcomed the recent advancemeat of the
negoti ation8 onchem cal weapon8 in Geneva a8 a result of importantandti nely
initiative8 by the United State8 government and ha8 reiterated its i nt enti on
to becomean Original party tothe Convention, In the Conference om
Disarmament the Bulgarian delegation ha8 expressed it8 belief that the

inclusion in the convention on chemical weapons of A consensus provision on
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forswearing trade in ahom oal -weapon-rel ated msterials with State8 notparties
to the aonventioa woul d ® uaourage more State8 to adhereto it and therefore
contributet O | t 8 achieving universality.

\\¢ are convinced that in the Meantime individual and group actions to
strengthent b0 respective export eomtrela could contribute to the
non-proliferatioa ofchemical weapons. Bulgaria is associated with the
efforts of t he countries of t he Australiam Cl ub toapply sueh standards in
their export policies Wi th raspect to chem cal -weapon precursor8 andrel ated
equi pnent. Itis our inmteamtion t0 keep the national exportregimein Bul garia
constantly i N | ine wth the latest improvements iu the ahen aal - weapon-rel at ed
export aontrol guideline8 and 1ists of commodities.

M/ countryal ro welcomes andwi || workto inplenent the decisions of the
Third ‘Review Conference ofParties tot he Convention on R ol ogi cal Weapons,
whi ch has adopt ed measures tobui | d confidence andi nprove tae effici ency of
implementation oft he Convention on biol ogi aal weapons, thus reducingthe
risks of proliferation ofsueh weapons.

Directly related t 0 the non-proliferati on objectives at present are the
efforts to pr ecl ude the further spread of missiles aapabl e of delivering
weapon8 of "a88 destruction. The missile technol ogy control regine seems for
the time being to be the only internationally agreed reginme dealing with this
new aimension Of weaponproliferation. The del egation of Bul gari a notes W th
satisfaction a grow ng acceptance by State8 ofthe mssile technol ogy control
regi ne provisions. M/ country support8 the joint appeal nade at the |ast
meeting of the Missile Technol ogy Control Regine Club in Japan to all

countries t 0 adopt the gui deline8 ofthat regi ne i n dralting their respective
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export policies and domestic controls. \¥ observe that a general
understanding 48 evol ving onthe rol e that a missile control regime shoul d
pl ay as an inportant prerequisite fori nproved scientific andtrade exchanges
and forensuring equitabl e access by Statestomostadvancedtechnologies.

The United Nati on8 and ot her imternatiomal forumsshould have their own
share i N the ongoi ng proceas of el aborati ng and i npl enenting the newy
emer gi ng systemofhi gh-t echnol ogy weapon-rel ated gl obal control mechanisms,
Interesting proporals to this effectal ready submitted tothe United Nations
Di sarmanment Commi ssion nerit careful comsideratiombythatbody at it8 spring
session next year. The objective should be toestablish a new clinate of
gl obal restraint conpatible wth theincreased need of economiec devel opnent in
a worl d ofdramati a changes and instability. FEarly progress i n accomplishing
this inportant objective would help avoid the emergence of North-South tension
and promote coaf i deace and cooperation in techni cal exchanges on bil ateral and
multilateral bases. A principal direction for such efforts for many
countries, including Bulgaria, will be to ensure themselves uni npeded access
to the benefits of science and modern t echnol ogy, under strictinternationally
agreed provi sion8 fornon-proliferation of wapon8 of massdestruction and
m ssi | e delivery systems.

The Aaelegation of Bul garia wel come8 theinterest expressed by many
del egation8 atthe currentsession of the General Assenbly in dealing inmore
specific ternB with the issue ofproliferation of conventional weapons, |n
his 1991 report on United Nationsactivities the Secretary- General expressed
hi 8

“grave concernover the probl em of excessive and destabilising transfers

of conventional armameats". (A/46/1. D, 12)
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The Gulf war ha8 highlighted the importance of this issue for security
and stability as el | as the need for decisive acti on8 byt he international
community. |t hasalso addedmuchtothe feeling ofurgency and the
deternination, vVoi ced by manyStates,particul arly those having a majorshare
in the arms trade, to exercise self-restraint in their arms transfer policies
and to act togetheri n ordert 0 emsure that such transfer8 woul d not create
greater iastability in areas of tensionor conflict anywhere in the world.

M/ del egati on emphasises this point, as it i S relevant not only {0 the
current process of | ayi NJ new and stable foundations f Or peace in the M ddl e
Bast. Concerto6 international actions torestrict indiscriminate arms
transfersmay De instrumental also | N securing stability i n otherarea8 of the
world vhere countries experi ence seri ous ethnic temsioms Or areeven invol ved
in armed confliatr. The perceived danger 0% a possible expansi on of such
hostilities t 0 nei ghbouring State8 gives rise tounderstandabl e apprehensions
in the whol e region. The prospect ofaggravati ng subregionsl sources of
tension, i ncl udi ng thoseresulting frommilitary i nbal ances, byadditional
armstransfers,particul arly ofnodern weapons, coul d conti nue to breed

distrust and cause justified concerns.
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In parallel with actiens toprevent orsettle regiomal di Sputes,
harmonisation Of effort8 by all supplying andrecipi ent States topursue a
responsi bl e arms transfers pol i Cy woul d be instrumental in reducing the
harnful efgectsof the arnB trade. Basic guideline8 for a relevant code of
conduct should be elaborated within the Unit ed Nationms.

| N this context, we Not e that the five State8 per nranent member8 of the
Security Council, at their meeting in London earlier this month, agreed on
common rul e8 of restraint in comsidering, under their national control
procedures, possible transfers of conventi onal armsto other Staten. The twoO
complementary sets Of criteria t0 be applied by the five States Msmbers in
such cases, as stipulated i n their jointdecl arati on of 18 Cct ober 1991,
deserve careful study in view ofthe conplex nature ofthe issues invol ved.
That decl arati on speaksOf arrangements t O exchangei nfornmation ana of
consultation, bearing in mind the shared concern of the five to emsure the
proper application ofthe agreed gui del ine8 and t0 conti nue discussions On how
best to devel op these arrangenent8 ona gl obal and regional basis.

The del egati on ofBul gari a wel cone8 also t he submission tothis Committee
of the United Nations study onways and neans of pronoting transparencyin
international transfer8 ofconventional arms. \\ find that the conclusions
and recommendations in the I eport of the expert group proposed for
consideration by thisConm ttee provide a round basis for determ ni ng some of
the noat urgent follow up actions in this field.

Countriesconfronted with a situati on where neighbouring St at €8 are
bui | di ng up aisproportionately | ar ge arsenals of weapons cm only benefit from
I nternational arrangementst O curbsuch excessive St ockpi |l er a8 maycreate or

further aggravate regional or subregional imbalances off Or ces. Thisnay
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prove particularly importanttosmall Stateawhich neither produce ® aough
weapons (0 meet their security needs nor are i n a position to afford any
@ igaificantarms importe.

My delegation takesthe pOi Nt made i N the United Nations study t hat ruah
® Xaow VO arms build-ups may bc fuelled by misperceptions Or miscalculations,
resulting partly from lack of information about arms acguisitions. In this
context, a widely shared belief ¢ 00mMM tO be emerging that international
® oaurityandstabilityWwoul d well be served by increased openness arad
transparency i N the area Of armstransfers and that such opeanesa \\WOul d
® ncouragorestraiant. Bilateral, regional and subregional measures promoting a
higher degree of transpareancy, while not king ia themselves limitation0O or
restrictions and depending on the prevailiang circumstances, have groat
potential in building confidence among States.

An indispensable first step in setting up a working international
mechanism fornonitoring the arms tradeis the ® rtablirhnont, under United
Metions ® (opicoa, Of & universal and non-discriminatory register Of transfers
of conventional wetpons. Proposals tO this effect have already beenm put
forward for consideration sndappropriateacti on by this Committes.

The concept Of aregister doer indeed have considevable potentialf or
promoting increased openness and transparency, t hur coatributing t O
confidence-building ona gl obal and regional level. We believe that the
gathering of information ohould be done Oon a regular basis with the ® rpliait
purpose of usingitas atimely warni ng to the intermational community about
cases of ® awnulrti oa of weaponsarsenals t hat go beyond a ressonsble level of
® uffiaicaay determined strictly by the ueeds ofself-defence zecognised i N
Article 51 Of the Charter of the United Nations. Providing an acceptable

balauce Of 4interests in ® |aboratiog the procedures and requiremeants for the
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functioning of the United Nations register would encourage a wider range oOf
States t O participate i n it.

The delegation ofBul gari a welcomes t he forthcoming ® ubmi ooionto the
First Committee Of a draft resolution on t he establishment of such aregiscer,
as announced i N t he statenents nade on behal f of theBuropean Communityand
its members and by Japan. We intend( O j Oi N in sponsoring the draft, vhich we
hope will meetwidely ® XIOOO T concernsrelated tointernational arms
transfers. Tothis end, ny del egati on supports t he 0ngoi ng consultations 0N
t he subject.

The Goverament of Bul garia woul d be ready t 0 consider the final result of
the drafting exercise i n t hi S Committees and participate i n the United Nations
arms transfersregister byprovi ding the annual infornation agreed upon by as
many Member States as possible. |t is our hope thatthis Will alro be the
approachf ol | oned by other St at es,

We believe that the early establishment oft he suggested armstransfers
registershouldnotbe an ® ad in itself. COther ® |onpata ofthe envisaged
international transfers reQgi N"e and itsmechanisms WOUl d probablybe needed to
provide for ® nhancod national exportcontrols, rul er governi ng prudeat
arms-transferrestraints bybot h supplier and reci pi ent States, proceduresf Or
reeki ng clarification ona bilateral ornultil ateral basis, consultatioms on
complaints and internetional consideration of such issues, and so fOrth. 10
this lart respect,we feel t hat the i dea put forward by the delegationm of
Canada tospecify a forumwherein Menber states coul d annual |y review the
operation Of tire United Natioms registerand consult one another about the
i nfornmati on provided toit merits careful consideration.

We assume thatt he multilateral el aborati on of common guidelines on arms

transfersin a W der United Nations contextwould NOt be an easy task,
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considering the delicate dividing line between “arms transfersfor| egiti mate
self-defence" and “transfers which may have destabilising effects". Thias|ine
could hardly be drawa Wi t hout dueregardt 0 t he specific characteristica of
t he region concerned, t he factors of r egi onal instability or temsion, t he
o X¥5455m0l ofregional orsubregional force i nbal ances, t he indigenous
cepabilities Of recipleat St at e8 formanuf acturi ng offensive weapouns, and so
on. Por the register tO0 fulfil| itsdesired “early-waraning" or "preventive"
functions, the international community mayneedaddi ti onal informati on besides
that contained i N an arms transfers data bank.

Dealing Wi t h such complementary arrangementsi n terms of concrete actions
byt he United Nations may be a diffioult but inportant taskforanext stage.
The significance of the ® lontmtr loft out at the £irst round of consideration
of this complex is3ue should, however, bedul y recognisedand t hey should be
furthar studied in ordert 0 determine the beat way ofdealing with them in
future, more comprehensive, arrangements. A growing feeling can be detected
in this Committee that the oruoial poi nt now 4sto uset he present nomentum in
arms control tO help put the United Natioms regi Ster immediately i nto effect,
and try later toimprove t he effisiency ofit8 functioning in the light ofthe
consideration of the issue a8 awhol e.

We trurt that the register's mechanism for cooperation and further
exchange of i nf ormati on on the aoaumul ati on ofooaveati oaal weapons W || not
be discriminatory to States relying on arms imports for t he needs of t heir own
defence. Itshould function in a manner that will notourb arnB transfers
ai med atneeting legitimate security objectives, partioularly in the care of
smaller States. To that ® ad, appropriate arrangements must be nade in a

regional a0 well as in a gl obal framework.
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On a national level, Bulgaria ha8 already introduced a setofi nterim

domestic regul ati ons on naaufacturi ag and exportsactivities in the field of
conventional arms andrelated nmilitary equipment. A special governnent al
commission ha8 been aectup tO momitor and enforce thisregime. Striot control
| a exercised t 0 preventunauthorisedar nB8 tramsfers.inful|l-conpliance with
respective Security Council resolutions, Bul garia ha8 also taken the
administrative steps necessaryt{ O enforce the intermatiocnal enbar go onarms
transfers t 0 |rag and Yugoslavia. There and other interim measuresare
envi saged a8 becoming part and parcel of the future comprehansive nat i onal

export control legislatiom now underpreparation iaBul gari a.



FMB/10 A/C,1/46/PV,18
31

Mc. AL-BATTASHI (Onman) (interpretation fromArabic): Al ow meat
the outset to convey to you, Sir, mydel egation' 8 warmest Coagratul ati oa8 on
your el ection tot he chairmanship oft he Pirst Committee. \\é are confi dent
that your di pl onati c ski1l and Wi de experience W || be instrunmental in the
successful conclusion Of the work of the Committee. \We alro wish to
congratul ate the officer8 ofthe Committeeon their election and we w sh them
e ucoeam in thedr work.

Today, our wor | d 4s under goi ng many important devel opments a8 a result of
international détente which ha8 been brought about bytheend of the Cold War,
t he collapse Of the Berlin Wall and the recedi ng confrontation bet ween the two
super-Powers. Al | this augur8 wel| for the emergence of a free, democratic
and coooperative world i n t he intersst of al| mankind. This is the model to
whiob all peace-loving f Or ce8 aspire.

The challenges Whi ch face the world in the area of armaments are enormous
and diffioult due to t he exzistence of arsemals of many t ype8 of weapon8 of
mass dertructioa. Nucl ear weapon8 have becone a frighteni ng aightmare becauar
of their overkill capability. Hence the denmand toeliminate t hem has becone a
matter of the utmost urgeacy. The same applier equally to chem cal weapon8
due to their extremely destructive nature. Therefore, we agree with and
support all effort8 aimed at the total, decisive and speedy el i m nation of
® uahweapons,\ t hout hesitation.

The Sultanate orOman welcomes Presi dent Bush's initiative Of
27 September 1991 to reduce the United States military arsenal., Similarly,
President Gorbachev's positive response was a Cauacforgratification.

M/ countryf Ul | y recognizes the techmical difficulties and chal | enger
that impede the speedy slimination ( those weapons. The factor Of

ooaf i deoce-buil ding as wel | as t hat oftranspsreancy constitute t he cornerstone
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of understanding between the major Powers. More morentum and interest should
be given to this issue so that those State8 may continue their Aisarmament
programme | N the desired manner.

The Sultanate of Oman maintains that the question of the elimination of
weapon8 of mess destruction is not Cal y the responsibility oOf the two
super-Powers. Rather, it is the commom responsibility of all States which
possess such weapons. Xa this respect, We call for the formulation of a
binding legal and universal text that should 90 head in hand with the
devel opment 8 that threaten today's world. Weurge every couatey t0 cooperate
i N achieving that goal .

The queatioa of nuclear t esting 4is aa important ome. It should figure
promiaeatly amd should be dealt with objectively. It is useless to declare
drastic and major reductionsin the field of armament 8 while at the same time
continuing to comduwct tests and t 0 develop more advanced amd lethal types of
weapons.

We therefore call on all the State8 concerned to exert more effort in the
field of confidence-buil ding in the area of testiag and to find practical
solutions t hat el i m nate all point8 of disagreement. The Soviet Union's
proposed one-year moratorium on testing should bes the first step and the
example t0 be followed. This, in turn, shoul d be followed by a time-frame a8
a sign of goodwi | | which in turn should be followed by a comprehensive and
general 4instrument fora total test ban.

My country commends the accession by Mosambique, South Africa, Tansania,
Zambia amd Zimbabwe to the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). We see in that a

great triumph for the internatiomal Wi Il to turn our world into a world free
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of the weapons of mass destruction. \We alro welcome the deolaratioa by China
and Framce - two Powers which carry suweh weight amd importance in the field of
armament8 - of thedr intention to accede t 0 the NPT, \\& commend them for this
initiative that has come at a timy when we urgently need the concerted efforts
o f all the parties concerned i » this respect.

The concept of collective security has become an intermational theory
that iateteata all States, especially the waker, smaller ones that do not
possess any cffective defence systems at the national level. We see groat
value in this doctrine since it involve8 cooperation and exchange of data in
addition to the creatiom of a certain unshakeable stability. |t also involves
the lessons of deterremce. Moreover, it helps to preserve stability and peace
at the universal level, in general, amd at the regional ievel, in particular.

We recently witnessed am example of that reflected in the existence cf
two major alliances in Europe which during a certain period helped in the
maintenace Of security of the Buropean continent.

The initiative to create a regi ster for arms transfer is a good one, in
principle. However, we emphasiset hat itdisimportantthat thisregister
should include all production, sale and stockpiling under bilateral

agreements, as \cll a8 transfers on the same footing.
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|t shoul d be universal, transparent and non-discriminatory, so t hat the
disired bal anoe may be achieved, and sensitive areas oft he worl d greed& from
weapons stockpiles. On the other hand, if the idea of thiaregister were
confined to certain operations we could not agree to it, as itwouldleadt o
many di sorders and upheavals, let alome t{ he possibility (f threateaning the
security of certai n countries. Moreover, it coul d compromise t he system of
regi onal security in aertai a sensitive ar ea8 where the absence of parity
between Power8 i N nucl ear - weapons stockpiles ha8 become a nightmare that
portend8 future danger8 which are not all thattoo far-fetched due to the
i nbal ance of power. W cite the Mddle East a8 a regi on where sueh horrors
are possi bl e.

As a member of t he Committee char ged with preparation of the United
Nations Conference on the Implementation of the Deolaration of the Indian
Ocean as a Zone of Peace, the Sultanate of Oman commends this effort, Within
It 8 modest 1limits, the Sultanate has participated in the efforts to ensure the
success Of the Ad 800 Committee S0 that the conference may be held at the
scheduled tinme. We wish, however, to express our regret at acrtaia attitudes
t hat surfaced during the Committee's debater. Some State8 have failed t0 show
t he necessary flexibility in their positions, and this resulted in
postponement of the Coafereace. Wecall upon all those Stater to show
cooperation se that the preparatory work fort he Confereace may be gi ven
momentum.

As a coastal State overlooking the Indian Ccean, ny country wishes tosee
that region becone a peaceful and secure oasis, W t h increased fruitful and
constructive cooperation betweenpeopl €8 - an area enj oyi ng security,
stability and wel fare, instead ofa hot-bed of tension and antagonism and a

sitef Or the testing of the mostadvanced mlitary arsenals, capabl e of
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putting an end to civilizwtion. We hope that these States will respond to the
voice of reason and realize that that region, as part and parcel of the
security of the whole world, canmnot tolerate the dangers with which it is
faced.

Procecding from the urgeant desire to increase the happiness of mankind
and to rid the world of destructive nuclear weapons, we believe it is
important that we prepare for this state of affairs by taking effective
measures, such as the creation of nuclear-weapon-free zones. On that basis,
my country has given its full support to the propesal that the Middle East be
turned into a nuclear-weapon-free zone - indeed, a zone free uf all weapons of
mass destruction - without any conditions. We maintain that wse cannot
bargain, procrastinate or prevaricate with regard to this issue, as tais is a
region of the highest strateqgic importance, and owing to the stupendous
stock-piles of nuclear weapons in it the Sultanate of Oman expresses its
commendation of the efforts of the United States of America and all the cther
parties involved in the holding of the international peace conference on the
Middle East, which is scheduled to take place in Madrid on 30 October. My
country has high hopes that this Conference will result in practical solutions
that would have positive historical implications -~ solutions that pay due
regard to the rights of each party and help to build confidence between the
various countries of the region with a view to enabling the pesoples there to
achieve the goal of ridding themselves of lethal weapons and to co-exiat
peacefully within the framowork of non-interference in each other's affairs
and of res;ect for their neighbours.

The final decade of the 1990s is witnessing more effective rapproachement

at the world level. Confrontation and antagonism have given way to focusing
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on mutual interests, Itis hi gh time for the United Nations, more effectively
t han ever, tonaurture security and cooperation in the wor| d. Its various
structures should be strengthened Wi th a vi ew tosol vi ng the problems- cuah
as those of the ® nvironmmnt and ¢f development - that have burdened the worl d
for so long. 1In thisregard,we Oall upon al| States toabandon the ides that
unr easonabl e levels of armaments are necessary and to see that funds released
as a result of arms reductions - and t he amounts arc astronomical - are
directed | Nt 0 development effortssot hat peoples may be guaranteedrespect
under the unbrella of the now world order.

M/ country wishes t O underline the impoxtance of havi ng theUnited
Nat i ons foour on itsrole | n the creation of the new wor| d order. The United
Nati on8 4s neutral and har credibility., and peoples fi nd there arefuge for
the resolution of their disputes Dy peaceful means, through fruitful
dialogue. As an international and universal Organisation the United Nations
commands respect fori t 8 decisions and itsresolve.

M/ country'sinterest i N the ® nviroamnt and its understanding of the
importance of ® nviroxunnatal protectionhar led toitssupporting t he creation
of a gl obal eavironment free oftoxins and industrial wastes. We have called
for effortstodeal With the dangers of toxic wastesand, in partiaular, to
aurb the practicesof certaintransnational aorgorationr that dunp sueh wastes
i N the territories of developing countries, @ spoaially countriesi n Africa,
the M ddl e sastand the Sout h Paeifiec. Shoul d ruoh immoral practices
continue, they Wil| certainly result inimminent danger tothe environnent and
toall life. In ourview, the international community has a duty to grapple

very resolutely Wi th thi s problem. |t murttake al | necessary measures to
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contain the dumping of toxic waszesatal |l |levels. \\ wish to underline the
importance Ofsecuring 2 binding and comprenemsivelegalagr eenent that woul d
act as a deterrenttoal| those WhO areinclined to dunp pollutants that could

lead t 0 the extinction of the human race.
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The Sultanate of Oman sincercly appeals to all States possessing
technological capabilityanwel | as t he scientific and economic capabilities
nott 0 turn outerspace i Nnt0 an arena of confliect in the arma race and notto
expose mankind t O extinctionand anni hilation. Any scientific achi evenents
reached by an advanced country should be used in the exploratiom of outer
space in the interests of mankind. Therefore, we wish outer space to be a
field of useful scientific experiments and discover’ .swhich would boost and
enrich t he scientific progress ofal | nmanki nd.

Amongt he sensitive issues thatdisturb international publie opi ni on and
are on the agenda of our Committee is the question of nuclear naval
armaments. \\& Vi ew very seriously the gravity of that type of armemeat. We
realise that this is a question that is verythornyand fraught with
difficulties. Consequently, it rhoul d be the focus of greater international
attention. In this context,t he Sultanate of Oran considere it important to
take certain neasurer tolimt thedangers that may arise from various
confrontations and naval accidents,especially with regard t O ships thatcarry
nucl ear weapons. Such accidentswoul d have ® erioua consequences. M/ country
maintains that internatinnal efforts in this respect should bec complemen:si
with bilateral etforts. Negotiations should be conducted within the framework
of the Conference oa Di sarmanent. Cartaia security measuresshoul d be
guaranteed for non-nmilitary activities at sea. In addition, certain

guar ant ees should be gi ven t O the coastal States and neutral ships at ¢ ea.
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My country also wishea topay a tribute to the creative efforts exerted
by aifferent pacties to gvarantee effective ® ccurityin Europe. We maintain

that the security of Europe cannot be achi eved without the concerted efforts

of all the countries of the continent. We are fully aware that a cohesive and
secure Buropean continent Wi | | be conduci ve to the sewurity of the world,

Suah a cohesiveness, in turn, Wi || contribute to cooperationi. all wal ks of
life.

We share t he views whi ch cal | for security guaranteeat o be given to al |
States that d0 mot pcooeoo nucl ear weapons against attack8 upon ouch
non-nuclear States bynucl ear - weapon States in oi tuationo ofmlitary
conflict. Weunderstandvery wel|l the fear ofthose countries because ouch
attackscoul d have grave consequences. That fear arises from the fact that
counttier whi ch possess weapons -f mass-destruction have not subjected their
nucl ear arsemals t0 the imspection ofthe | nternational Atom c BnergyAgency
and uave not acceded to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
WNeapons.

My del egation wel comer thedeclaration iooued bythe NorthAtlantic
Treaty Organisatica (NATO onl7 Cctober onthe reduction ofthe nuclear
arsenals of States members of that al | i ance tol evel s whi ch we deem reasonable
and acceptable. Thismove indicates anunderstanding reached by the State8 of
NATO as a rsoult ofan attitude ofrealiomand the needto act in concert with
the spirde ofi nternational gécente as wel| as t he lessening of the nutual

threat which, in the past, exi sted between the blees of the East and the Weot.
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I n aonal uoi on, I wioh to say that the Sultanato of Omam maintainO that
international gétente has become an established reality which no one and no
party cam atop, Conoeguent|y, all ofuo, all people8 and goveraments, are
call ed upon tO spare no effort and to diaplay the necessary dedication to rid
mankind of the scourge of weapons of mooo deotruatioa. This 4s a historical
opportunity to eliminate thoss weapons, that may mot be repeated. Let UO not
lose t hat opportunity becawuseit W || notberepeated.Lctusclosa ranks and
chart our way, because we |l i Ve today in a world where cOOperation and not
antagonism prevails. OQur motto ohould bes The achievement of disarmament for
the rest of this decade and for the decades to come. Let us emancipate our
peoples from the over whel mi ng fear of those weapons 80 that they may enjoy,

for the f irst time, a secure, Ot abl € and peaceful wor | d.

Ihe meeting roge at § p.m.



