FI RST COMMITTEE

UNI TED NATI ONS :

( 22nd neeting

hel d on

General \l@‘gASSembl y Tuesday, 30 Cctober 1990
w 1 at 10 a.m

FORTY- FI FTH SESSI ON New Yor k

Official Records

VERBATIM RECORD OF THE 22nd MEETI NG
Chai r man: M . RANA (Nepal)

CONTENTS

General debate on all disarmanent agenda itens

Programe of work

Distr. GENERAL

numumbject&omm&mdww qation

Corrections should be sent under the signature of s member e} cohcerned A/C.1/745/PV. 22
ial Records Editing Section, Room DC2-750.

ﬂ,m,mwd?flmngdpm:mmwmcmmmomc ng Section, 5 November 19900

United Nations Piaza, and incorperated in a copy of the record.

Cosvections will be issued after the end of the session, in a separate corrigendum for sach Commitiee. ENGLISH

90-63136 2609V (E)

4 in



EF/4 A/C.1/45/PV.22
2

Ihe meeting was called to order at 10,30 a.m.
AGENDA ITEMS 45 TO 66 AND 155 (continued)

GENERAL DEBATE ON ALL DISARMAMENT AGENDA ITEMS

Mr, BAGBENI ADEITO NZENGEYA (Zalre) (interpretation from French): Your
el ection to the chairmanshi p of the First Committee after you presided over the
work of the Security Council with such competence and skill is a tribute to your
personal qualities as an’excellent diplomat and wise statesman. Allow me therefore
to offer you my delegation’s warm congratulations and assure you of its full
co-operation during your term of office. To all the members of the Bureau, who are
to assist you during your term of office, | address my wishes for their complete
success In car ying out their functions.

In discussing all the issues related to general and complete disarmament as
the Declaration of the tenth special session of the General Assembly devoted to
disarmament conceived of it, my del egati on thinks that, because of the relaxation
in international relations between East and West whi ch began on 7 December 1987 in
Washington wi th the signing of the Treaty between the United States of America and
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the Elimination of Their
Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles, which was ratified in June 1988,
disarmament is no | onger a simple, ideal objective for Member States to acnieve,
but rather something which might become a reality in the not-too-distant future.
This could be so because after the Treaty, which is historic in its scope, there
have been other treaties between the two super-Powers, and the Treaty itself brings
about a considerable reduction in existing arsenals and opens up encouraging

prospects. We call on the other nuclear Powers to accede to it.
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( B ni Adeito Nzen .
Zaire)

This new climte reigning between the two greatest nuclear Powers in the world
augurs well for a new vision and outlook for international relations conducive to
an era of genuine aétente capable of foiling any threat to international peace and
security.

The momentthe major nuclear Powers, which are also the five permanent members
of the Security Council, agree to the total elimnation of the cold war, which has
so poisoned rel ations between East and West since the Second Wrld War, there wll
al so be hope that the international community will occupy itself nmore with poverty,
the indebtedness of somecountries, inproving environmental conditions, reducing
arns stockpiles and, not least, with the econom c and social devel opnent of the
third world countries. If this is done, even though the crucial problenms facing
mankind are tending towards a satisfactory outcomethanks to the joint efforts of
the two super-Powers, it is likely that achieving the general and conplete
di sarmament whi ch goes hand-in-hand with East-West déteante Will quell the regiona
conflicts and hotbeds of tension now disturbing the peace of the internationa
communi ty.

MIlitary co-operation between the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation and the
Wrsaw Pact, the relations between which have just taken a new turn, will be
possible. It is in precisely this context that mydel egation sees States as having
a responsibility in terms of transfers of conventional weapons and weapons of mass
destruction to other countries, transfers which have in our tinme enabled some
States to ovetequip thenmselves mlitarily to the point of striking attitudes of
bel | i gerence and arrogance towards certain countries with which they are in
di spute, thus defying resolutions of the Security Council and the General Assenbly,

and al so the provisions of the Charter concerning the peaceful settlenent of

conflicts.
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(M_. Bagbeni Adei t O Nzengeva,
Zaire)

This is what has happened with a non-aligned country, Irag, which has been
able, with the co-operation of other, mlitarily well-equipped countries, to
accunul ate stocks of terrifying weapons, including even chenm cal weapons,
predisposing it to hostility towards other countries. Kuwait, a small State with
no particular mlitary defence which aspired to peace, the |egal protection of the
United Nations and to its own internal security, has fallen victimto this.

Pushing its effrontery to the point ofignoring the provisions of Article 2 of the
Charter - under which all States undertake to refrain in their internationa
relations fromthe threat or use of force in their disputes with other States, and
in any other way inconsistent with the purposes of the United Nations - Iragq

i nvaded Kuwait on 2 August 1990 and made it its nineteenth province, as if any
State in our orgamizatiom which had a powerful nmilitary arsenal could at any noment
use it to attack, annex or invade other, more vulnerable States in their vicinity
whi ch were smaller than they are and not so well equipped mlitarily.

The case in point involves a flagrant violation of the rules of internationa
| aw and of the provisions of the Charter; Iraqg nust immediately desist, and
restore Kuwait's sovereignty, territorial integrity, independence and |egitinate
authorit | €S.

As Albert Schweitzer said, man has lost his ability to foresee and prevent the
consequences of his ewm acts. This proverb applies to the tragedy now taking place
in Kuwait, and should inspire Irag, as aggressor and invader, to think hard: the
consequences which will flow fromthe acts of aggression being comitted by Irag
agai nst Kuwait, Kuwaiti citizens, foreign citizens, diplomats whose diplomatic
i munity has not been respected and agai nst those who have been taken hostage
during this crisis, will be unpleasant, and it is Iraq alone which will have to

bear t hem
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Wars in the third world have today become as dangerous as any possible nucl ear
conflagration. Since Hroshima and Nagasaki, conventional warfare has claimed nore
victins than did the Second World War in the 1940s. |t would be a sad, sad thing
for mankind to witness another war in the Persian Gulf, this tinme pitting a
non-aligned country, one State alone, because of its obstinacy and obscurantismin
the face of several peace initiatives, against manyallied forces, including the
strike force. These forces, given the accunulation in the Persian Qulf of
sophi sticated weapons and warships with the nost formdable arsenals, waits only
forthe word fromits |eaders to inflict massive destruction on Irag.

If nucl ear weapons are used, all mankind will suffer, and we can take it that
if chem cal weapons are used, thousands of human lives will be sacrificed sinply
because of the stubbornness of a country which continues to ignore the right of
Kuwait, a Member of our Organisation, a nmenber of the Movement of Non- Al i gned
Countries, a member Of the Arab League, to its existence as a sovereign State.

To transfer arms is therefore as dangerous as it is to produce them stockpile
them and use them M delegation has therefore always supported resol ution
447116 N of 15 Decenber 1989 on international arms transfers, in which the General
Assenbly invites all Menber States that have not yet done so to nmake available to
the Secretary-General their views and proposals on this issue
(resolution 44/116 N, para, 1). The Conference on D sarnanent at Geneva, as the
single multilateral negotiating body on thearmstransfer issue, should pay special
attention to it with a view to producing recommendations that would prohibit States
fromtransferring weapons of nmass destruction to other States which ask for them

but whose political anbitions cannot ensure international peace and security.
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The CGeneva Conference on Disarmanent is also responsible forbringing to a
concl usion the negotiations on the convention banning the production, stockpiling
and use of chenical weapons. The danger which chem cal weapons represent is clear
given how cheap it is to produce themandtheir ease of handling in regiona
conflicts or in wars between States. There is therefore good reason to speed up

the conclusion of work on these weapons so that we can spare nmankind the atrocities

and terror they weak on human bei ngs.
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How are we to build a better world if the environnment in which we are
devel oping inperils the very life ofour planet? The various nuclear-arns races in
outer space and under water and on |and expose the world to self-destruction. Can
toxic i ndustrial wastes inprove the living conditions of the inhabitants ofour
planet? My del egation believes that the questions raised both by the nuclear-arms
races and by the dunping oftexic i ndustrial wastes can be suitably answered oaly
by the States involved ia these practices. The tragedy of Chernobyl in the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republic8 is the clearest proof of this.

The security of each Menber State of our Organisation depends upon a series of
el ements both within and outside the country that can, at any nonent, diminish the
freedomand wel | - bei ng of individuals. For the security of the individual, ofeach
citizen, at the dawn of the tueaty-first century, and the protection of fundamental
human | ghtS are inseparable fromthe security of States and international security
as a whole.

At a tine whea fundamental human rights and freedons are enjoying au
unprecedented resurgence in al | countries oft he worl d, particularly those where
denocracy as suech had not been accepted, we nust consider all regional conflicts,
or evem Sone crises, fromthe point of view of human rights. For those right8
include the right to life, the right to personal security, the right to enjoy
fundament al freedomsand the right to participate in the denocratic process within
one‘s own society and State.

My country, Zaire, is committed to this course and iatends tarespect the
rights ofits own citizenms as wel | as those of other countries which share itas

econom C and ‘scciallife.
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Mr, AWAD (Syrian ArabRepublic) (interpretation fromArabic)s My

del egation joins with those who have already expressed their congratulations to you
on your election to the chairmanship of this inportant Commttee. #eshould al so
like to express our appreciation of the role played byyour predecessor,
Anbassador Tayl hardat of venezuela, i n conducting the work of this committee. \\&
al so extend our coagratul ati oas to the membersof the Bureau and pay tribute to the
way in which the Secretariat undertakes its tasks in this Committee.

My delegation is pleased that the dialogue on disarmanent currently under way
Is taking place after the end efthe cold war at a time of greater understanding
between the two super-Powers and increased confidence of Menber States in the
United Natioms and it8 xela and the supremacy of the noble principles ofthe
Charter.

The two super-Powers made some nodest progress towards halting the
nucl ear-arnms race and inposing a nuclear-test baa. Though this calls for optimsm
many peopl es cannot overcome their fear and anxiety while waiting for a total
nucl ear-test ban. There are sone who say those tests nust stop now,ifwe are to
stand a chance to continue to survive andthat, otherwise, the world i s dooned.

The aspiration to peace and security i S, in essence, mankind' s desire to |ead
anormal life that is free of all forms of nuclear threat. This desire
crystallises the persistent needto ensure the survival of mankind and create a
better future for succeeding generations - an objective that can be achieved only
through the total elimnation of weapons of massdestruction. The nmaintenance of
any stockpil es of those weapons, no matter how |imted, will continue tobe a
terrifying nightmare for all men.

Therefore, ny delegation, especially Si nce the Pari S Conference of 1989, ha8
striven, on beththe i nternational andregional |evels, to treethe M ddl e Bast

region andall other regiomsfromall weapons of massdestruction,
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Atthe forty-fourth aession in this Commttee, after soting on the draft

resol uti on on chemical weapons, | explained the position of ny delegation as
follows:

»The Syrian Arab Republic has vital national interests in the prohibition
Of chemical weapons and al so in the banning of all weapons of mass
destruction, in our own regiom as well as in the world as a whole. M/ country
reaffirmed that position by approving the Final Declaration ofthe Paris
Conference, andit nowreiterates it and reatfirms the need to |ink the
prohi bition of chemical weapons with the banning of bacteriol ogical
(bi ol ogi cal ) weapons, as statedin paragraph 45 ofthe Final Documemt oft he
first special session Of the General Assembly devot ed to digarmament, of
1978." (A/C.1/44/PV.41, pp. 84-85)

This is the position of my del egati on on the international [evel. On the
regi onal level, ny delegatiom t 00k a sim/lar stand at the Third M nisterial
Conference Of the Mediterrameam Son- Al i gned Countries, held at Algiers on 25 and
26 June 1990. <The final declaration has al ready reaftfirmed the position of the
Syrian Arab Republic On this question a8 follows:

»The M ni sters once again arew attention to the dangers i nherent in the
proliferation of nuclear arms to peace and international security in general
and t 0 the Mediterramean region in particular. In this regard, t hey
reiterated t heir deep concernover repeatedreports ofIsrael.8 acquisitfoa of
nucl ear capability, which constitutes a serious threat fortheregion, and
reaffirmed their stand regardingt he creation ofa nucl ear-free soneinthe
Middle East. ... They expressedt heir support forths Egyptian initiative as
wel | as the 8yrianm proposal aimng et transformingths M ddl e Bast regiomi nto
a son8 freeof all weapons ofnass destruction under effective internationsl

econtrol Within the framework oOf the United Nations." (a/a_6. para. 12)
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Israel's refusal to comply with the will of the internatioaal community and
pl ace its nuclear facilities and installatioms under the satvoquards of the
International Atomic EBunergy Agency (1AEA) has increased temsiom in the region and
impedud the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free sone in the Middle Bast.

My delegation notes that the Security Council ha8 not had to call upon any
other country but Israel to place its aualear facilities under tho safeguards of
the IAEA. However, as usual, Israel refused to implement that Security Council
resolution, and, just as it doe8 thesu days, it «gnored the condemnation of the
General Conference Of the IAEA by refusing tO give up its nuclear weapons and to
place its nuclear facilities, especially its nuclear reactor ia Dimona, uader the
safeguards of the International Atemic Energy Ageacy. Instead, it co-operated with
South Africa in developing iater~  -ate-range miss*les and delivery ayatems. This
co-operation, which poses a grave threat to peace and security in Asia and Africa,
demonstrates to the world that the fears of the Arab and African States regarding
that co-operatioin are fully justifiea.

The establishment of nuclear-weapon-free sones would greatly minimise the risk
of nuclear confrontation, reduce the existing stockpiles Of nuclear weapons, limit
their transfer and strengthen the non-proliferation system all over the world.
That is why the 8yriaan Arab Republic has continued to call for the implementation
of the Declaration of the denuclearisation of Africa and of the Declaration of the
Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace and support f or all international efforts aimed at
the convening of an international conference for this purpose.

The Syrian Arab Republic also supports the negotiations on unity between the
two Koreas and on making the Korean peninsula a zone of peace free of nuclear

weapons.
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The increased proliferation of nuclear weapon calls for urgent international
measures { O consolidate the Security ofnon-nucl ear-weapon States as well as
international mlitary, political and legal measures that woul d provide protection
for those States from the Us8 or threat of useof nuclear weapons against them

Di sar manent i ssues are NOW anobng the moat urgenti SSues ofour time in a world
that has become an arsenal of weapons of nass destruction. Qur world, which now
has the ability to provi de manki nd witha better 1ife asa result Of technological
progress, possesses at the same tiNE the means of destroying every formof life on
Earth., There i S N0 doubt that the achievement of significant progress towards.
di sarmament woul d provi de all the peoples ofthe Wor | d with the necessary climte
for their progress, prosperity and development. Disarmament end development have
t oday become the two principal challenges that face the i nternati onal community.
The WOrl d wil| either continue to squander itS resources on producing and
stockpi |l ing weapons of death and destruction or channel those resources t0
development and reconstruction.

The present intermational Situation requires that the di Sarmament principles
Of the Charter shoul d become a major integralpart Ofany collective effort t{owards
ensuring t he safety O the world. M del egation hopes that the vnitea Nations wil |
today play under its Charter a primary role in the field of disarmament and enhance
international security with a viewto establishing a new Worl d order baaed em its
noble humanitarian principles.

Mb: EOEFFLERO(AGstxim)s i s following the tradition of
addr essi ng specific items on the Comm ttee's agenda. As Austria is chadriag the
Preparatory Commttee that will setin motion the Paris summit oncorn :lonal
armed forcesreduction in Europe, mayX be allowed to address briefly agenda

item 56 (4), "Conventionaldi sarmanent",
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Conventional disarmament, i n parti cul ar it8 increasing hi gh-tech component, is
an integral partofthe disarmament process. The concept of general and conpl ete
disarmament has always included its conventional side on an equal footing with
nucl ear weapons, Prospects for nuclear disarmameat would be greatly emhanced i f
the threats posed by conventional force8 were reduced.

Based 0N couventional force reducti on, the Conference on Security and
Co-operation in Burope (CSCE) ha8 provided a framework for the process Of
establishing a new system of co-operative security ia Eur ope, The CSCE began mors
than 15 year8 ago in Helsinki. Itisan ongoi ng and open-ended process, Whi Ch is
now a permanent feature of the European political structure. It has successfully
developed into a flexible instrument for balancing the interests of it8 35 - now
34 =~ participating States.

It seems at present that negotiation8 in Vienna will secure a major
disarmament agreement in Europe in 1888 than 2 years, compared to 14 year8 Of
unsuccessful mutual and balanced force reduction negotiations,

This agreement, CFE-I, will be the point of departure for a new security
system in Europe. [t8 objective is t0 establish a stable and verifiable balance of
conventional force8 at significantly lower levels, thus eliminating surprise attack
and large-scale offensive capability. It requires the el i m nati on and verified

destruction of EXCESS weapons.
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The paral l el negotiations on confidence- and security-buildi ng measures ai m at
i nproving and enlarging the provisions agreed upon at Stockholm in 1986. One
i nportant achi evenent of the tal ks on conficence- and security-buil di ng measures
was the nmlitary doctrine semnar early this year. It brought together around a
single table the senior mlitary officials of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO), the Warsaw Pact and the neutral s and non-al i gned. We have
taken note of the interest in the semnar and of opinions that a simlar event in
other regions may be worth while pursuing.

If a new confidence- and security-building neasure, nanmely, a mechanism for
consideration of unusual activities of a mlitary nature, can be agreed upon, a
br eakt hr ough t owar ds more transpar ency and openness inmilitary matters will have
been achieved. Ia this regard we hold the sameview on the subject as that voiced
by the representative of the United States in the Cormittee.

Ensuring co-operative security in the |ong run requires the establishment of
wel | -defined political procedures and institutional set-ups. The CSCE sunmt next
month ains at providing an institutional structure to the CSCE process in the
future. Regular sunmts and neetings of foreign mnisters ofall CSCE States, CSCE
secretariat facilities and a conflict-prevention centre will form the basic
framework for the secoma set of negotiations on conventional armed foreesin Eur ope
| eadi ng up to the second Hel si nki Conference, i n 1992, My del egation i S encouraged
bythe fact thst by then a disarmament and confidence-building-measures process
will be open to all CSCEnmenbers that wish to participate.

The topic of regional conventional disarmament has figured onour agenda for
many years. Asthe global nuclear threat seemstorecede, the dangers of regional

conventional warfare nmerit all ourattention. W therefore believe thatt he
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ongoi ng CSCE process goes beyond the geopolitical framework w thin which
negotiations are taking place in Vienna. W recognise that political and mlitary
coriflicts require region-specific approaches and solutions. We agree Wth those
del egations that have voiced their opinion that countries mayw sh to investigate
to what extent the Vienna results mayprovide el enents for security- and
confidence-building in other regions of the globe. Such an approach may incl ude
di verse neasures: for exanple, regular di al ogue and exchange of adequate
information on security and mlitary matters: and increasing openness and
transparency in terms of nilitary capacity, institutional set-ups for conflict- and
crisis-prevention and settlenent. The Vienna semnar on CSCE, which is being
organized Wi th the United Nations fer February 1991, i s meantt 0 provi de au
opportunity to find analogies. It will be the second semnar of this Kkind, after
the seminar which was held in Septenber at the University of Vienna. | wishto
thank the Under-Secretary-CGeneral, M. Akashi, for his very valuable assistance in
organizing thi s seninar for February next year. W hope it will be an event that
W || promote the t aki ng ' confidence- and security-building measures in the world.

I'n conclusion, ny delegation would |ike to emphasize that the CSCE process has
pl aced equal significance on human rights, fundamental f£reedems and hunanitarian
contacts. They have played no small part in enabling a peaceful change to take
place in Eastern Europe. | have noted with great interest that the previous
speaker, the representative of Zaire, also stressed the inportance of fundanmental
human rights in this sphere. Co-operative security cannot be achieved if proper
account is not takemofthis human dinension. Security,in the words of one
del egation here, is nultidimensional. It is to be approached in an integrated
manner. |t is based onthe recognition that - apart fromthe military On8 - there
are manythreats to our livelihood, our health, our devel opment and our very

existence.
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M., WORONIECKI (Poland): In today's statement | should like to express
the views of the Polish delegation on two agenda itens related to the work of the
Conference on Disarmanent - nanely, chemcal weapons and the prevention of an arns
race in outer space. | should like also to comment briefly on issues concerning
the effectiveness ofthe Conference and ways to improve it.

A radical transformation of the international situation has created a
political climate propitious to considerable progress in the field of armB control
and disarmanent. In this regard it is encouraging that the Conference on
Di sarnmanent has imediately responded to the new possibilities brought about by
those changes, initiating the consideration of ways and means of adapting to the
new international situation and of enhancing its effectiveness. [In spite of the.
so-far-limted results, the first round of exchange of views on several aspects of
the functioning of the Conference on Disarmanent, including such sensitive
questions as its agenda or the decision-making process, has been quite prom sing.
VW are of the opinion that this work should continue. At the sanme time we shoul d
be aware that all the vital objectives cannot be attained in one step. Aas, in

most cases, political transformations are not translated inmmediately into concrete

di sar manent measures.
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That WasS the reason for our suggestion that, while striving for the elaboration
new di sarmanent agreenents, which should remain the principal taskof the
Conference, proper attention should al so be given to intermediary arrangements such
as, for exanple, the elaboration of protocols of understanding and joint
recommendations or decl arati ons on confidence- and security-building neasures. At
| east, in the case of some itens on the agenda of the Conference, this step-by-step
approachseems toUS to be moreadvi sable. It can help in achieving some progress
without waiting for the finalisation of the whol e process of a re-evaluation Of
security concepts and of changes in the strategic policies of States and alliances,
which is under way but which will necessarily take time. wWe are convinced that it
i S better to have SONet hi ng rather than nothing, if we cannot have everything very
soon.

Aquestion of a ban on chem cal weapons is the only itemon the agenda of the
Conference that | S considered by almost al| delegations to be the On8 most ripe for
early conclusion. Recent events make this task much more urgent. A conprehensive
and effective verifiable global convention is |ong overdue. This years
negotiations began Wi th great expectations. The Paris and Canberra conferences
generated Strong ;wlitiecal i npul ses and denonstrated that there is a common
understanding t hat the only way to elimnate chemical Wweapons i s to conclude, as
soon as possible, the negotiations ona convention om the prohibition of the
development,production. stockpiling and use of all chem cal weapons and on their
destruction.

However,t 0 our regret, the results of the negotiations registered in the
report to the General Assenbly, despite nunerous and pai nstaki ng efforts on the
part efthe Commttee' s Chairnman, Anbassador BHyltemius, and his close

col | abor at ors, aremodest yis-a-vis expectations.
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It is true that the chem cal weapons convention is a particularly conplex and
difficult disarmament agreementand negotiators are facing many difficult technical
issues. Yet progress has been achieved nmainly on those issues. Therefore,it iS
not the technical conplexity of the taskwhich is blocking the way to the
conpl etion of our work. W strongly believe that all the prerequisites and
el ements necessary for a real breakthrough in our negotiation6 are at our di sposal,
especially if we take into account the amount of understanding already accunul ated
in the whol e process ofnegotiations as reflected in the current relling text. The
key to a final solution rests with verification. W do not overdramatise the
existing differences in approaches to this problem Atleast we now have a clearer
picture of what the real positions are on various aspects related to conpliance and
verification. Wwit is time to enter the |last stage of the negotiations. Wat is
required in this endeavour is a spirit of conpromise, a common search for nutually
acceptable solutions to the remaining and well-defined issues. Effective
verification is the subject upon which we nust concentrate. W share the opinion
that priority is to be given to the el aboration of procedures forinspection upon
request. Nevertheless, that shoul d not bl ock discussion on otherparts of the
whol e verification system namely, ad hoe | nspections. W should spare no effort
intrying to bring our positions closer. The inter-sessional period should be
fully used to prepare the ground for the conpletion ofour work ia the yaarto
come. It IS pointless to set artificial time-limts, but we should not forget that
opportunity sel dom knockstwi ce. W are ready to give serious consideration to the
proposal forthe convening ofa special mnisterial meeting devoted to chem cal
weapons withinthe franework off the Conference on Di sarmanent. |f that meeting is
to serve its purpose, itshould, naturally, be thoroughly prepared. Apackage

approach to the solution of inportant outstanding issues is also deserving of

consi der ati on.
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No one disputesthe fact that the universality ofthe future chem cal weapon6
convention is the core ofits successful inplenentation. Various idea6 and
proposal s have been Submitted on how to achieve this goal. Sone practical steps
have al ready been undertaken to ensure universal adherence to the:convention UpPON
itS conclusion. InN our opinion, declaration6 ofintent to be anong the origina
signatories of the convention play6 au inportant role in the pronotion of its early
entry into force. That is why we call on all States that have not yet done 60 to
do 60 without delay. Poland ha6 already made such a declaration. = The Polish
Minister fOr Foreign Affairs, Professor Krzysztof Skubiszewski, i N hi S message to
t he Conference ON Disarmament t hi s past summer, stated:

»The Pol i Sh Government reaffirnb its readi ness to be anong the original

signatories of the Convention. Poland also wishes to 'declare its wllingness

to abide by the provisions of the Convention prior to its entry into force."

Prevention of the arms race in outer space ha6t remained the question of
special interest in the workof the Conference. The body of proposals and
suggested initiative6 related to this question has been further eariched. The
contribution ofexpert6 has increased and intensive discussions continued. Despite
this, We are still far fromany agreement in this domain.

Some possibilities of progress are often seenin two f£ields: first
confidence-building nmeasures related mainly to greater openness and transparency in
outer space activities; and secondly, expansion of practical principles for outer
spaceactivities through the establishnent of a code of conduct or *rules of the
road”.

This year the discussion in the Ad Hoe Conmittee introduced a considerabl e
amount of expert knmowledge rel ated to these issues. Therefora, We believe that

further effortsai ned at defiming possibl e areasof agreement shoul d be continued
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The del egation of Poland, which presented someideas related to confidence-building
measures . is ready to take an active part in these efforts and consul tations.

However, there is still another category of measures where possibilities of an
agreement Shoul d be sought and where progress m ght have particul ar value. Here I
have in mind cO-operative neasures in the use of outer' space, not only for civil
but also for certain military pur poses. Satellite renote-sensing technol ogy has
created the capability of monitoring various activities on Earth, which is
important fromthe point of view of international security. This technology can
and should he put to the service ofinternational security. Indeed, the idea of
having international nonitoring agencies or independent satellite observation
systens has been advanced by a nunber of Governnents. Such proposals have been
made inter alia by France, Canada, the Soviet Union and Sweden. The scope of such
a systemcoul d cover the nonitoring of arnms control arrangements, collecting
information and data on sensitive areas as well a8 supporting United Nation6
peace-keeping efforts.

It woul d be ofthe utmostinportance if the two most advanced outer space
Powers, in co-operation with others which have expressed their interest, could
offer the use of their outer space systems, or somepartof them to the United
Nations systemof collective security. That could becomea key el ement im a new
approach to the prevention of the arnms race in outer space. This arms race can be
prevented mot only by bans and prohibitions but also bystimlating international

co-operation, enhancing confidence and taking due account of the security interests

of all States,
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The cold war profoundly distorted our thinking on international security. The
United Nations, inter alia, had to put up with alot of slogans, enpty concept6 and
futile bargaining. The Conference oa Disarmament becane a victimof the
i deol ogi cal confrontation between East and West. Those times are, fortunately,
over: we nust overconme their legacy. Now we faee the inportant task ofadjusting
United Nation6 machinery in the field of disarmanent to the new political
environment. Qur recommendations can shape and streamine its activities and
performance for the years to come.

The Conference on Disarmanent ha6 an inportant role to play in the
implementation of t hOSe recommendatioms. As a single, quite unique, nultilateral
disarmament Negotiating body of a gl obal character, it has all the necessary
authority to elaborate, omthe basis Of those recommendations, meani ngf ul
multilateral disarmament agreenments. The political climate is propitious. The
Conf erence on pisarmanment has to |ive up to the newy opened possibilitiesin this
regard and make its contribution to international peace and security.

M. MAKKAWI (Lebanon): Allow ne at the outset to convey to you, Sir, on
behal f of the Lebanese del egation the mostsincere congratul ation6 on your election
as Chairman (f the Pirst Committee at it6 forty-fifth session. V¥ are confident
that your effective |eadership and experience will guide us towardé a mest
productive outcome.

I wish also to express ny congratulatfoas to the other officer6 of the
Conm ttee on their election.

A6 previous speakers have outlined, the international community has W tnessed
in the past year fundsmental change6 at a dizzying speed: the old order born of
the Second Wrld War has col | apsed and a new order has emerged which is not yet

fully defined or understandable. itnmanifests itselfin a peaceful manner in some
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parts of the globe and in a tumultuous mannerin others. This new order Carrie6
with it high hope6 of an extension of dempbcracy world wide; an end to namy regional
conflicts and to the artificial division of Europe, and evol ution, not yet
clear-cut, toward6 a restructuring ofsecuritythere;theimplementation(¥ t he
Treaty on the Elinmination of Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Mssiles - INF
Treaty - which applies to all United State6 and Soviet internediate-range missiles;
and, in the near future, an agreement on the reduction of strategic arms, which
will have the unprecedented inpact of creating majorreduction6 in the most
t hreat eni ng of f ensi ve systems.

Rut thisnew order carries with it new threat6 as well, and our ability to
cope vith these newchallenges will be an indicator of the Speed with which we can
lay the foundations for a nore peaceful world.

During the cold war era that has just ended it was widely recognised that the
M ddl e East region was by far the mostvolatile ofall regions and the mest prone
to actual and potential conflicts. In this newera ofconflict resolution and
i ncreased co-operation among nations, this truthis reaffirmed by heightened
tensions in the occupied territories, by the invasion of Kuwait and its illega
annexation Dy Iraqg, and by the production and stockpiling of weapon6 of mass
destruction, be they nuclear or chemcal. Cearly, the current crisis in the
M ddl e East dermonstrates the failure ofa partial approach to disarmament and of
focusing al nost exclusively on global security and neglecting, to a great extent,
regional aspects Of disarmament.

As \e are witnessing in the M ddl e East, theconpl ex and unexplored
i nt erdependence of regional security and global security apparent ia the curreat
M ddl e East crisis nhas to beaddressed, otherw se a spill-over effect of regional

erisesOn gl obal security i s inevitable,
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In this turbulent and volatile context, any initiative that could |essen the
tensions anong States and lead to the devel opment of a set of confidence-building
measures woul d be highly welcome. In this respect, we would like to take this
opportunity tothank the Secretary-General for the quality and objectivity ofthe
study on effective and verifiable neasures to facilitate the establishnent of a
nucl ear-weapon-free zome in the Mddle East. Asstated by the Secretary-General in
hi s report (A745/435), it is estremely difficult to take Step6 to establish a
nucl ear - weapon-free zome in the Mddl e East because of the deep-rooted |ong-lasting
problems that beset the region and make it politically unstable and mlitarily
volatile. None the less, and for precisely these reasons, the adoption of such
steps is also an Urgent and most desirabl e objective. The study is realistic in
its aim, Which is the devel opment ofeffective and verifiable measures to
facilitate the establishnment of such a zone in the Mddl e East rather than actually
to create it. Aspointed out once again by the Secretary-Ceneral, the steps and
measures proposed woul d al so have a positive effect on prospects for the settlenent
of the overall situation in the region, while, conversely, any progress toward6
| esseni ng these tensions would open the way forthe establishnent of such a zone.

Whil e we whol e-heartedly support any step leading to the establishnment of such
a zone in the Mddle East, it is our belief that the final objective of
establ i shing a nucl ear-weapon-free zone cannot be achi eved w thout amajor
breakt hrough in the root problemof the region, namely, the Pal estinian question
As long as the right6 of the Palestinians, including their inalienable right to a
honel and, are denied, there can be nosignificant progress towards pacifying the
region, Mdreover, the blatant and still unaddressed injustice that took place in
1948 and deprived the Pal estinians ef£their |and ha6 encouraged other aggression

against nei ghbouring countries andthe occupationofpart of their territory. The
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southern part of Lebanon has been under continuous occupation by Israel for
12 years in spite of all the Security Council resolutions, starting with Security
Council resolution 425 ¢1978), demanding its imrediate w thdrawal from Lebanon.

| srael has openly flouted and scoffed at all United Nations resolutions on Lebanon,

so far with total inpunity.
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Turning to the report of the Conference on Disarmanent, we wel come the
re-establishnment by the Conference this year of the Ad Hoe Committee on a Nucl ear
Test Ban after a seven-year interruption of its work. The partial test-ban Treaty,
al though useful as regards inposing verification on nuclear tests in outer space
and under water. did not include such control for underground tests, which are the
maj or el ement of current nuclear testing. That is why we fully support the efforts
of the parties to the Treaty to convene an anendment conference to convert it into
a conprehensive nuclear-test-ban Treaty. W sincerely hope that the successful
organizational neeting of States parties to the partial test-ban Treaty held in
June this year will pave the way to a successful conclusion of the work at the
amendment Conference to be held in January 1991.

V¢ hope that the Conference on Disarmanent and its Ad Hog Committee on
Chem cal \Weapons will be able to conplete and adopt a convention on chem cal
weapons in the nearfuture.

It is no secret that only one actor on the Mddle East scene, nanely Israel
produces, devel ops and stockpiles nuclear weapons and their delivery systens
anywhere in the Mddle East and beyond. [Its co-operation with South Africa on the
production ofa nuclear-tipped delivery mssile known as Jericho |I, a two-stage,
solid-fuel rocket with an inertial guidance systemand a range of 1,450 kil onetres,
drew fire last year fromthe United States, which reportedly delivered a series of
official protests to Israel on its collaboration with South Africainits
i ntermediate-range ballistic missiles progranmme. These were rejected by the
CGovernment of | srael .

of nore concern to Israel's neighbours are its continuous refusal to conply
with Security Council resolution 487 (1981) by submtting all its nuclear

installations to the International AtomicEner gy Agencysafeguards: it is obvious
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that Israel intends to continue devel oping ever more powerful nuclear bonbs and
ever nore far-reaching delivery systems.

The winds of change, freedom denocracy and peace that have swept all
continents seemto have ignored the Mddl e East, the area par excellence Where a
conflict is mostlikely to degenerate into amajor conflagration involving nuclear
weapons and ot her means of massdestruction. It is the hope of Lebanon, a small
country caught in this web, that the international comunity will focus on
resolving the outstanding issues there before those issues call thenmselves to the
attention of the world in an unpredictable and devastating way.

Mr. AL- ALFI _(Yemen) (interpretation from Arabic): It gives ne great
pl easure, Sir, to convey to you my mostwarm congratulations on your election as
Chairman of the Conmittee. Undoubtedly, your assumption of this responsibility, in
addition to being a recognition of your country's positive and effective role in
many issues of interest to the international community, at the sane tine affirns
your W sdom and wi de experience in the workof the United Nations. These qualities
make us confident that you will steer the work of the Cormttee to the desired
success,

| also wish to extend ny heartfelt congratulations to the officers of the
Committee and to confirmour readiness to co-operate fully with you to facilitate
your worK.

The general debate on disarmanent in the First Conmttee this year is
characterized Dy the fact that it reflects the positive devel opments on the
International scene and in present international relations. Instead of the cold
war and ideological strife between the two nmain canps or blocs in the world, we
witness CO-operation based on law, within a framework that is shaping international

rel ations on tae basis of the Charter of the United Nations and the inportant
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principles enbodied therein. Foremost anong those principles are the settlenent of

di sput es between States by peaceful means, respect for international legality, the
sovereign equal ity of all States, non-intervention in the internal affairs of
States and the non-use of force in resolving disputes.

If Yemen cherishes its participation in this historical and nomentous narch,
it is all the nmore proud that its participation now takes place on a solid basis of
Yemeni UNity, which was achieved by the Yeneai people peacefully and
denocratically. The solid base of that unity is a denocratic Constitution which
allows for the plurality of views and ideas, freedom ofspeech and politica
opposition. Thus our people has laid the corner-stone of a denmocratic régime that
Is new to our area and, by so doing, has contributed to the planting ofa seed
that, hopefully, will flower in the region and draw sustenance fromthe stream of
peace as we do our utrmost to ward off the spectre of conflict and confront al
those who woul d beat the drunms of war.

The concl usions reached in the general debate of the General Assenbly and the
del i berations of the First Committee can be summed up as fol |l ows: positive steps
have been taken by the Soviet Union and theUnited States of Anmerica to curb the
arms race and to bring about arns reduction. It follows, therefore, that al

agreements concluded between these two countries reinforce our hope that more Steps

Will betakenin the field of disarmament, taking into account the follow ng facts:
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First, the existence of huge arsenals of highly sophisticated nuclear weapons
capabl e of destroying mankind and human civilisation nmany times over is nolonger
acceptable or justifiable, particularly in a new era of international relations
whose outstanding feature is co-operation and not confrontation, It is conpletely
illogical to try to ensure international peace and security under the shadow of
huge stockpiles of such highly destructive weapons: G ven the emormity of nucl ear
arsenal s that presently exist, the achievenents made thus far in the field of
nucl ear disarmanent are but a first tentative step towards our goal. Supposedly,
the reduction of those arsenals will take place at the sane rate and tenpo which
characterised the stockpiling which now poses a very real threat to the existence
of manki nd.

Secondly, the central and fundanental role of the United Nations in the
di sarmanent field, on which each and every Menber of the Organisation agrees, must
be translated into concrete reality and be made effective instead of being
relegated to a marginal secondary position wherein the United Nations is confined
to wel com ng any progress achieved and expressing the hope that nore progress may
be achieved towards disarmanent. It is an irrefutable fact that in the area of
di sarmanent there is a conmon international responsibility to fornulate and
i npl enment an internationally approved strategy, with the aimof achieving conplete
and conprehensive disarmanent under effective international control. Proceeding
from that premise, any bilateral achievenents in the field of disarmanent nust be
viewed as tributaries that feed the mainstream of our commonand principal goal and
not as substitutes for it.

Here, we nust ask ourselves why the Conference onDi sarmanent has not achieved
the progress our peoples andStates have hoped forwhile it is the only negotiating
forumin the field of disarmament? \\e are concerned that the reportof the

Conf erence onbisarmament does notreflect any positive picture that is conpatible
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with our hope and desire to achieve progress in solving priority problens in the
field of nuclear disarnmament.

" Thirdly, we should like to reiterate here what we have stated in previous
years, nanely that the |ogical sequence of novenment towards effective and practica
agreenents in the field of nucl ear disarmanent should begin, in our view, with a
ban on all nuclear testing and with the urgent conclusion of a conprehensive treaty
prohi biting such testing so that we may achieve a halt to the devel opment of new
nucl ear weapons and cone to grips with the problemof the existing nuclear-weapon
stockpiles. Fromthis standpoint, ny country has joined the call for amending the
1963 partial test-ban Treaty into a conprehensive test-ban treaty. we hope that
the States Parties to that Treaty will be able to reach an agreement to reach that
goal in the Conference that is scheduled to be held at New Yorkin January 1991.
The question of nuclear-weapon production is, no doubt, equal in inportance to the
i ssue of their devel opnent and inprovement, Therefore, we nust redouble our
efforts to halt the production of such weapons. The continued manufacture of
nucl ear weapons at the present rate nakes us ask ourselves: Wich quantity of
nucl ear weapons do we have in mnd as we speak of nuclear arns reduction, when such
weapons continue to be produced non-stop?

There is also the serious question ofthe use of such weapons. W cannot
accept the justifications advanced to persuade us of the necessity of coexisting
witb nuclear weapons. If no nuclear war is on anybody's agenda as itis a war that
cannot be fought, we must see to it that assertions to this effect are translated
into a clear and binding prohibition on the use of nuclear weapons. It is also
inportant that there be a legal instrument guaranteeing the agreementnot to use

such weapons agai nst non-nucl ear States.



RM/11 A/C.1/45/PV.22
38-40

(Mr. Al-Alfi., Yemen)

The nucl ear - weapons debate takes on a greater significance this year in view
ofthe failure of the Fourth Review Conference of States Parties to the
Non-Proliferation Treaty, which was unable to reach agreenent on a final docunent
for reasons which we need not repeat here since they are known to all. A'so the
goal s from which those causes offailure stemmed are known to all. The inportant
thing as far as that forumis concerned is that we should stress the fact that the
failure of that inportant Conference will be a vital factor in determning the fate
ofthe Treaty.

It is also inportant that the international community should not continue-to
ignore the fact that the two racist régimes in South Africa and in Israel do
possess such weapons. That serious devel opment places a serious responsibility on
the international commnity to face up to the risks and consequences arising froma
devel opment that threatens not only the Arab and African peoples but al so

international peace and security.
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Wii | e underscoring the inportance of heeding the will of the Araband African
peoples to create a nucl ear-weapon-free some in the Mddl e East and turn Africa
into a denucl eari sed zone, we believe thatcontinued silence in the face of the
grave consequences Of the possession by South Africa and Israel of nuclear weapons
and the fact that their nuclear facilities are not under the International Atomc
Energy Agency (1AEA) safeguards will inevitably lead to further proliferation of
nucl ear weapons to the point where they will get out of control.

ourfocusing on nuclear weapons stems from and is consonant with the
di sarmament priorities unaninously agreed upon by the international comunity. At
the sanme time, we dissent fromthe tendency of giving priority to the other aspects
of disarmanent over the main issue, which is nuclear disarmanent. Nor do we agree
with the call to accord those other aspects the sane degree of inportance.

However , this clear position does not nean that we ignore the inportance of those
ot her aspects of disarmnent.

In that connection, we wish to affirm that:

First: we are pleased that the report of the Conference on D sar manent
covered the positive side ofdevel opments in the field of chem cal weapons. W
endorse all efforts urgently to conclude a conprehensive treaty prohibiting the
produetion, stockpiling and use ofchem cal weapons. However, we wonder, if the
measures and proposals actually reflect the positive progress achieved in this
area, who then is inpeding agreement on concluding a conprehensive treaty banning
chem cal weapons? Ifwe want to heed the will expressed early last year by the
States parties to the 1925 Protocol, it is ourduty to redouble our efforts to
overcone the remaining obstacles and conplete the fornulation of such a treaty so

that it can enter into force.
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Secondly:  further, we support international efforts to reduce the huge
stockpiles of conventional weapons in our region; thase stockpiles pose a threat to
our security and stability. W do not think it proper to focus on the use of
conventional weapons w thout addressing the issue of their production, especially
the production of sophisticated systens of weapons of nass destruction and those
that are excessively injurious. W nust differentiate between conventiona
weapons, on the onehand, and sophisticated nuclear weapons on the other. W& nust
not put both categories on the same |evel.

| wish to reiterate that we in Yemen do not produce weapons. It is our view
that the big Powers nust set a good exanple to be followed by other States, by
curbing the devel opment and production of conventional weapons.

When we speak of the arms race, we nust speak of one of its inportant aspects,
nanmely, the naval arnms race. Mny small States, including Yemen, are threatened by
the foreign mlitary naval presence near our waters and our coasts. It is our fate
to be situated geographically in a strategic position at the southern entrance of
the Bed Sea, and that the strait of Bab al-Mandab iS in our territorial waters. W
are also part of the Indian Qcean region. In the light of these facts, we are
keenly interested in the inplenentation of the Declaration of the Indian Ccean as a
Zone of Peace adopted by the General Assemblyin 1971, especially that our region
I'S now witnessing a continuing grave escalation of the foreign mlitary presence,

W thout any guarantee that nuclear weapons will not be introduced into the area
Because of the risks involved in the mlitary plans of certain big Powersaimng at
mlitary intervention in sone States of the area, we reaffirmour belief that the

security and stability of the region is fundanentally the responsibility ofthe
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States of the region, andstress that peace and stability there can be secured only
through serious workto inplement the goals involved in converting the Indian Ccean
to a sone of peace. Forenost anong those goals are: putting an end to the arns
race anong the bhig Powers; renoving nmilitary bases fromthe area; and ending the
foreign mlitary presence there.

Wth the achievement of those goals in mnd, we continue to |ook forward
eagerly to the convening of the Colembo Conference onthe Indian Ccean. We express
our grave concern and our sorrow at the conduct of certain extra-regional countries
and at their attenpts to block the workof the Ad Hoe Commttee on the Indian
CQcean, sometimes using flimy excuses and sonetimes threatening to wthdraw, or

actual ly withdrawi ng, fromthe work of the Conmittee.
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In this respect, we wish to stress that those States, by not participating in the
work ofthe Ad Hoe Conmittee, do not serve the cause of security and stability in
the area, and, certainly, do not help to convene the Conference and achieve the
positive results*to which we all aspire. Im this respect, we wish to renew our
call to those States, the permanent menbers of the Security Council and to the
maritinme Powers that use the Indian Ccean, which have ceased to participate in the
workof the Ad Hog Committee, t0 reconsider their decision in a spirit of
responsibility, and display once nore the necessary political will so that we may
all be able to convene the Conference on the Indian Ccean and to reach concl usions
that would take into account the interests of all parties and States and guarantee
the security andstability of the States and peoples of the area

Ourinterest in the issues of disarmanent stens fromour keennessto safeguard
peace, Security amd stability in our region, in particular, and in the world, in
general. This interest also enbodies our conviction regarding the close
rel ati onshi p between disarmament amadevel opment. <This conviction arises fromthe
fact that Yemen is one of the |east devel oped countries. It is natural that Yenen
shoul d grapple with nunerous obstacles ana hardships in its devel opnent efforts,
especially that the recent grave devel opnments relating to the escalation ofthe
arms race in ourarea, inpose on us additional burdens striving to naintain our
security and stability.

This close |ink between disarmament and devel oprment is becoming all the nore
strong for nmost of the countries of the world that look forwardto the positive
developments i N international relations a8 a main factor in forging a momeatum
towards the translation ofthe constructive proposal 6 that were put forward during
t he International Conference on the Rel ationship between pisarmament and

Development iNt0 a concrete reality andto inplenment the resolution8 and the
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recomrendat i ons adopted by the aforesaid Conference through harnessing the sums
rel eased by disarmanent to the benefit of development, especially in the devel oping
countries.

This call is not Yenen's alone. It is the call of manyother devel oping
countries as well. Qur partners in this world have to realise that internationa
peace and security cannot be guaranteed while the majority of the menbers of the
i nternational community continue to face acute econom c probl ens #at jeopardize
their security and stability and even, in certain cases, their very existence.

V¥ believe in the common responsibility that is incunbent upon us to unify our
efforts to achieve our ultimte goal of conplete and general disarmanent under
international effective control. Qur concerns and our interests are in keeping
with those of the rest ofthe countries of the world ex,at least, ofthe majority
of those countries. W are confident that the unitea Nations still has a central
role to play in the field of disarmament. There is absolutely no substitute for
thisrole. As for the bilateral efforts and the agreenents concluded in the
context of such efforts, they should be conplementary to the United Nations centra
role.

Inview of the inportance ofthe United Nations role, Yemen naintains that we
shoul d all redouble our efforts to strengthen that role through active and
effective participation in the existing organsthat deal wth disarmament. A
genuine political will is needed, a will that takes into consideration the
interests of all. There should be a resolve that allows our peoples to participate
in translating their hopes and aspirations into reality in the field of disarmnent
as expressedi n t he Wr| d pisarmament Canpai gn.

In conclusion, we Wish to reaffirmthat the content of the resolutions which

we Wi ll adaptin this Conm ttee and our resolve to translate them into concrete
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reality serve the main goal of our deliberations and will be the yardstick by which
our success in discharging our responsibilities Wil|l be measured. [t is not by the
number Of the resolutions we adopt that our work shall be measured. To achieve
that goal, we aeprepared to cooperae W th you in carrying out our tasks
successful l'y.

M. LOH A (Papua New Guinea): | take this opportunity, Sir, to
congratul ate you and the other members of the Bureau on your election. W are very
much encouraged by the effective manner in which you have guided the work of this
Committee SO far, | assure you of mydelegation's support and confidence in your
| eader shi p.

Qur congratul ations are also extended to your predecessor on the efficient and
constructive manner in which he conducted the workof the Cosunittee at the
forty-fourth session of the General Assembly.

Ve also wish to express our sincere appreciation to the
Under - Secret ary- General, Department for Di sarmament Affairs, M. Yasushi Akashi.
and his staff fortheir efforts in producing the various reports which are

facilitating the work of this Cosunittee.
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After 45 years of uncertainty and bitter ideological rivalry between the
super-Powers and their respective supporters, the winds of change bl owi ng through
Eastern Europe and el sewhere have created a new hope and an inproved climte for
international co-operation, which, together with the continuing progress on
di sarmanent, should rel ease resources for devel opment purposes. Papua New Gui nea
I's convinced that the 1990s give us hope for a real and genui ne dialogue. The
rel axation of East-West tensions and the dramatic process of denocratisation and
reformin the Soviet Union and the rest of Eastern Europe present the international
community with an opportunity, a new nomentum for a genuine dial ogue on
devel opment and environnment issues.

The vision of the founding fathers of the United Nations as enbodied in the
Charter was to avoid another world war and settle international disputes by
peaceful means or by genuine co-operation and consensus anong the Menber States of
the United Nations, This collective security systemofthe United Nations was
meant {0 provide a sense of security and nutual confidence which would allow
disarmament and arns control to go hand-in-hand under the auspices of the Security
Council. However, the | ack of a consensus and the perenni al disagreem=nts between
the permanent menbers and other influential members of the Security Counci
rendered the United Nations ineffective and called its credibility into question

The political orgamizationm Which was "to save succeeding generations from the
scourge of war” was further inhibited by the emergence of nucl ear weapons. Wile
we agree that the maintenance of international peace and security remains the
primary concern of the United Nations, we also appreciate that this was andis its
most difficult and urgent task,

Papua New Guinea is convinced that, with the dramatic changes taking place

t hroughout the world, there now seems tobe some prospect ofslowy converting the
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current ad hog and largely reactive approach into a nore consistent and reliable
way of maintaining peace. W believe that the change in the international clinate
initiated by President Mkhail Gorbachev is of incalculable inportance. In this
regard, we welcome the award of the 1990 Nobel Peace Prize to the President ofthe
Soviet Union. W appeal tothe other |eaders of the world to take advantage of
this new and chal l enging opportunity forinternational |eadership on the path
towards international peace and security. The degree of our success will depend in
consi derabl e nmeasure on the capacity and quality oftheir |eadership in this
vitally inmportant field.

Papua New Cuinea has followed with keen interest the ongoing sunnnit neetings
between the Soviet President, Mkhail Gorbachev, and the United States President,
CGeorge Bush. W wel cone the progress they have nade on the strategic arns
reduction treaty, the threshold test-ban Treaty, the Treaty on peaceful nuclear
expl osions, the bilateral agreenent on limting chem cal weapons and the
endorsenment of the current negotiations on limting conventional forcesin Europe
One has to believe and hope that at the super-Power |evel the threat that once
existed for various reasons has now decreased, but the situation at the
intermediate | evel requires a great deal of attention because there has been an
enornous flow of arns to the devel oping worl d.

The build-up of armanents by one or another country not only exacerbates fear
but al so deepens the lack of confidence. Papua New Quinea sincerely hopes that
those States, especially devel oping countries, which benefit in one way or anot her
fromthe present East-West détente will follow the lead given in their efforts to
limt their proliferation of nuclear, chemcal and other weapons.

The United Nations has often played a useful role in averting the worst: a

nucl ear confrontation between the super-Powers. Papua New Guinea continues to
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believe it essential that the United Nations be involved in any international peace
and security arrangenents, be they on a bilateral, regional or nultilateral basis.

There is a good deal of reason for the nuclear-weapon States and others to
move qui ckly towards concluding a conprehensive test-ban treaty as soon as
possible.  The 1991 anendnent Conference on the partial test-ban Treaty presents
one such opportunity, and the nucl ear-weapon States mght even take inspiration
from the non-nucl ear-weapon States. W firmy believe that there is an urgent need
for a conprehensive test-ban treaty, because many countries have acquired and are
still acquiring nuclear and chem cal weapons, technol ogies and capabilities, thus
exacerbating already volatile situations in someregions of the world.

Papua New Cuinea, together with the other 14 Pacific island States in the
South Pacific Forum is committed to a nuclear-free Pacific and therefore a
nucl ear-free world. The ratification by our Government of the South Pacific
Nucl ear Free Zone Treaty, usually referred to as the Treaty of Rarotonga, attests
to this commtment. The Treaty of Rarotonga represents a genuine and sincere
coomitnent by all of us in the region to the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons,
both regionally and globally. The South Pacific comunity and the internationa
community have a right to demand that the nucl ear-weapon States make at |east some
m ni mum concession in order to reduce nuclear proliferation

The South Pacific region has experienced a prolonged period of peace, if not
prosperity, since the shattering experience of the Second Wrld War, a peace
disrupted only by the periodic instability brought about by nuclear tests carried
out by France on the pretext that it nust have a deterrent capability and satisfy
its security requirements. \WWile Papua New CGui nea appreciates the philosophy that
nucl ear weapons were once the only effective counter to conventional arms

superiority, that philosophy no longer holds true
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The South Pacific island States are convinced that nuclear proliferation is
now a real threat to all of us, because we believe that if nations go on asserting
that these weapons are indispensable to security it sinply incites more and nore
States to seek to acquire them Furthernore, we do not believe that some States
must possess nucl ear weapons in order to deter certain others from using them
Therefore, while France is asking us to understand its security requirements, we
appeal to France to respect and understand the aspirations of the people of the
South Pacific and the need to preserve their livelihoods. W wish to reiterate our
call not only for a reduction in the nunber of nuclear te.=s, but also for the
conpl ete cessation of those tests in our region.

W are also followi ng closely devel opments on the draft chenical weapons
treaty, which we hope will conpletely ban the production, stockpiling and
depl oynent of chem cal weapons. Wile Papua New Gui nea wel cones the agreement
between the United States and the Soviet Union to destroy their chemcal weapons
stocks in excess of 5 000 tons of chem cal agents by the year 2002, we are indeed
concerned that our region is, sadly, once again being chosen as the site for
destroying stocks of chem cal weapons on Johnston Atoll, together wth those
shipped from Western Europe. Again, it is our sincere hope that this facility on
Johnston Atoll will not become a permanent site for the incineration of chem ca
weapons. This stand was reiterated to President Bush during consultations with

11 South Pacific island Heads of Governnment |ast weekend in Honol ul u, Hawaii.
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W are encouraged by President Bush's recent conmitnent with the Pacific
Island |eaders that the present programme of incineration of chem cal weapons on
Johnston Atoll will not only be safe but will be the final one

In conclusion, we should like to share with the Conmttee an observation by an
English statesman who had a vision of international politics and events and was a
wi nner of the Nobel Peace Prize - Philip Noel - Baker:

*'Lasting peace and justice will cone from the gradual cunulative
interaction of many policies and nany great refor.as: a conscious, persistent
effort to strengthen the deliberative institutions of the United Nations; the
subm ssion of all legal conflicts to the International Court; the building-up
ofinternational l|egislation and adnministration for the greater happi ness and
prosperity of mankind. But these new policies can never triunph until the
arms race has been ended and the nations have thus decided that they wll
finally abandon the use of force."

Philip Noel -Baker is aptly describing a conplex and often daunting task that
requires the patience, determination and dedication of everyone. W& believe we can
achi eve the peace that Philip Noel -Baker envisaged by subscribing to and uphol di ng
the rule oflaw, which is the goal ofthe Charter of the United Nations.

M. AMAR (Mrocco) (interpretation fromFrench): wmr.Chairman, first of
all allow me on behalf ofny delegation to congratulate you warmly on your election
to the chairmanship of the First Conmmittee. | wi sh also to congratulate the other
menbers of the Bureau. W are convinced that under your guidance the First
Commttee will be able to carry out its tasks effectively and successfully. Let me
assure you, Sir, that the Mroccan delegation will co-operate with you in easing

the burden of your duties throughout the session
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After a long period of conflicts, tension and mistrust, we are now w tnessing
clear signs of progress in the search for a stable and |asting peace. The trends
inthis direction have been further strengthened this past year.

Al though stability and peace still do not prevail in the world, the positive
devel opments in international relations are continuing. This favourable climate
has been pronoted by the enhanced rapprochenent between East and West, the novenent
towards the settlenent of various regional conflicts, the significant political
changes taking place in Europe and in other regions of the world and the grow ng
role of the United Nations in tackling the major problems facing the international
community. New prospects are now opening up in the search for morefar-reaching
neasures in the area of arms linitation and even disarmnent.

The United States and the Soviet Union have begun wide ranging bilateral
negotiations with a view to achieving the total elinination of nuclear weapons.

The Ki ngdom of Morocco welcomes the fact that the commtnents entered into
under the 1987 Treaty on the Elimnation of Internedi ate-Range and Shorter-Range
Mssiles - the |MP Treaty - are being respected; the Treaty calls for the
elimnation of an entire category of nucl ear weapons and thus constitutes a
decisive step in the di sarmanent process.

My del egation al so appl auds the significant progress nmade at the bilateral
negotiations on strategic arms reductions (START) between the two super-Powers, as
wel | as the agreement signed in June 1990 at their summit neeting providing for
substantial reductions of various categories of their offensive strategic weapons.
Their decision to continue negotiations on new restrictions and effective

limtations in inproving nuclear strategic and tactical weapons is of great

i mport ance.



NS/sk A/C.1/45/PV.22
58

(Mr. Amar, Morocco)

The bilateral agreements on nuclear weapons concluded between Washington and
Moscow not wi t hst andi ng, these weapons continue to be inproved; there is stil
nucl ear testing, although at a slower rate; and there has been no decrease in the
production of fissionable materials for mlitary purposes.

I'n pursuing their disarmament efforts the two super-Powers should pronote
dynam c interaction between their bilateral negotiations and nultilatera
negotiations; they should also give special attention to the creation of conditions
likely to lead to including the other nuclear Powers in the disarmanent
negoti ati ons.

In the area of conventional weapons and forces, a major step W ll soon be
taken when the 34 States participating in the Conference on Security and
Co-operation in Europe (CSCE) Will meetnext nonth in Paris with a viewto
substantially reducing current |evels of convent.onal forces in Europe. The
anticipated agreenent will confirmthe new clinmate in relations between the members
of the fornmer blocs and give us an idea as to future, nmore anbitious disarnament
negotiations this tinme to include all European and North Anerican countries.

Despite the many appeal s of the General Assemblyon the need for concluding a
treaty on halting nuclear tests, no real progress has been made in this area
outside of the resunption of negotiations between the two super-Powers.

Morocco supports the constructive efforts within this franework and hopes that
they will lead to a global agreement. W remain convinced that without a tota
nucl ear-test ban the nuclear-arms race will continue, even if it is nurtured by
testing only at the |owest possible |evel

The Non-Proliferation Treaty has to this day proved to be the mosteffective
instrunent for preventing the proliferation of nuclear weaponst hence it has nmade a

significant contribution to the mai ntenance of international peace and security.
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W believe that the Fourth Review Conference of the Parties to the
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) was a success, in view of the constructive deLate it

generated and even though the participants did not agree on conclusions as regards

the means for ending the nuclear-arms race.
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Extending the NPT should not, in our judgenment, be a nere fornality but,
rather, the result ofa renewed conmtment with a view to adopting effective
specific measures to end horizontal and vertical nuclear weapons proliferation.

The nuclear non-proliferation régime shoul d be strengthened. Sinilarly,
non- nucl ear weapons States shoul d be given guarantees protecting them agai nst the
use or threat of use of nuclear weapons; this should take the formof a legally
binding instrument at the international level, until the total elimnation of
nucl ear weapons has been achieved. None the less, international co-operation in
the area of peaceful uses of nuclear energy should be broadened in order to provide
devel oping countries with access to the technology they need to pronote and devel op
nucl ear energy for purposes of econom c and social devel opnent.

The creation of nuclear-weapon-free zones is another factor in strengthening
the nuclear non-proliferation system. The establishnment of such zomes contributes
to strengthening peace, security and stability in a region, while reducing the
geographi cal confines wthin which nuclear weapons can be deployed. The creation
of such zones IS a nuclear-di sarmanent measure whereby non-nucl ear weapons States
can concretely show their comitnent to the total elinmination of this type of
weapon.

In supporting the creation of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Mddl e East,
Morocco cannot but regret Israel's refusal to adhere to the Non-Proliferation
Treaty and to submt its nuclear facilities to International Atom c Energy Agency
(1 AEA) safeguards. The Israeli refusal has heightened the mlitary inbalance in
that region, which is already sorely tried by political problens.

Morocco is alarmed by the accunul ation of weapons of massdestruction in the
Mddle East. It urgently appeals to the international conmmunity to seek a speedy

solution to this problemand to makethat region a nucl ear-weapon-free zone.
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A sinmilar situation exists in Africa, where South Africa is also refusing to
adhere to the Non-Proliferation Treaty and to have all its nuclear facilities
nmonitored by the |AEA.  The Disarnmanent Comm ssion's recomrendations on South
Africa' s nuclea. capability and the report requested by the General Assenbly wll
contribute towards clarifying the problem of that country's devel opnent of a
nucl ear delivery vehicle, sonething which is giving rise to concerns throughout
Africa.

The risk of seeing the arns race spreading to outer space iz yet another
concern for the international conmunity. Mrocco attaches the greatest inportance
to the work of the Conference on Disarnmanent in this area and supports the idea of
greater international co-operation.

Morocco const antly encourages the conclusion ofa global, verifiable
convention on banning the devel opment, production, stockpiling and use of chem cal
weapons, although it considers that the conclusion of a general treaty conpletely
banni ng such weapons renmins essential. M country wel cones the agreenent between
the two major Powers on the reduction of a significant number of their chem cal
weapons. The del egation of Morocco hopes that nore substantial information,
especially on the various aspects of the elimnation ofall stockpiles ofchenical
weapons, W ll beprovided to the international community wWith a view to pronoting
the drafting of such a convention.

There is nNno need to stress the nultiple |inks between today's two problens -
di sarmanment and devel opnment - or to snphasize that it is ofoverriding inportance
to consider the reduction of mlitary expenditures in close relationship with the
pronoti on of economic devel opnent. Mlitary expenditures in the world stand in

stark contrast te the msery and poverty affecting the majority of mankind. The
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Final Document of the International Conference on the Relationship between
Di sarmanent and Devel opnent shoul d serve as a warning and pronpt the international
comunity to act inmediately.

Security does not rest on the mlitary aspect alone; it must beconsidered as
a whole by including its political, economc and social components. Security nust
not be the privilege of the nost powerful but, rather, the guarantee for all
peoples that they may live in peace and security. It is precisely for the purpose
of promoting peace, security and regional co-operation that the countries of Arab
Maghreb decided to establish the Arab Maghreb Union, whose |egal bases and
operational structures were |aid down by the Basic Treaty of Marrakech in 1989.
This Union is an overriding inperative in keeping with the interests of the peoples
of the region, both donestically and internationally. The results of that process
wi Il inevitably have a positive inpact on the relations of fraternity and
solidarity that exist between the peoples ofthe Maghreb, in the interest of their
peopl es and of regional and international peace and security.

Morocco remains convinced of the fundamental inportance of the Conference on
Disarmament, the only nultilateral negotiating body on disarmament within the
United Nations system Since it considers that disarmanent initiatives, whether
conventional or nuclear, cannot be the prerogative of only two States, the
participation of the whole international community is required.

In this regard, the United Nations role in this field remains a matter of
capital inportance. M country remains convinced that, in keeping with the
purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter, our Orgamnization shoul d
maintain its leading role in the area of disarmanent. Thus the General Assenbly
and its subsidiary bodies should continue carrying out their deliberative

functions, and the First Conmttee in particular should continue playing its role
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as the main conmttee for dealing with disarmament and related international
security questions,

In this spirit, the Mroccan delegation will, as it has done in the past,
participate fully and actively in the workofthe First Conmttee in the interest
of international peace, security and co-operation.

Mr, MAYORGA corTEs (Nicaragua) (interpretation fromSpanish): First of
all | should Iike to express to you, Sir, ny delegation's satisfaction at seeing
you presiding over our deliberations. W are particularly pleased that this
session of the First Coomttee is being led by the representative of a country,
Nepal, which is a friend of ours, and with which N caragua enjoysexcel | ent
relations. Tour diplomatic experience and know edge guarantee that our Commttee
w1 produce excellent results. O course, ourcongratulations go also to the
other of ficers of the Conmttee.

Since the last session of the CGeneral Assenbly, the international political
climate has undergone profound, significant changes. we can now joyfully speak
about the end of the cold war, which for 40 years caused such threats to and
turmoil for mankind. This long period was marked by East-West confrontation and an
increase in the arns race, which on a nunber of occasions |ed the world to the
brink of nuclear hol ocaust.

The many signs of détente and the concrete agreenents so farachi eved between
the super-Powers suggest that reason and understanding have finally prevailed.
Agreenent rather than intransigence and negotiation rather than confrontation have

enabl ed us to establish a safer international clinmate, inwhich we canglinpse a

new era of co-operation ia international relations.
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This new international determnation to resolve conflicts is a definite fact,
one which has been denonstrated by co-operation within the United Nations anong the
menbers ofthe Security Council, by the unprecedented actions taken in respect of
the serious situation in the Persian Qulf, and by the consensus achieved a few days
ago regarding the problem of the occupied Palestinian territories and by the search
for solutions to many other regional conflicts which are awaiting resolution

The new spirit of Bast-Wst co-operation has changed Europe from a divided
region to one marked by freedom and co-operation. The fall of the Berlin Wall and
the reunification of Germany have consolidated new denmocratic paths in Eastern
Europe; the political map has been altered in that continent, which is now
gradual 'y being changed into a single political, economc and cultural entity. W
have witnessed inportant changes between the two super-Powers in the context both
of nucl ear weapons and of conventional weapons. The vision of the future shared by
those two countries and the high spirit of co-operation existing between the
Governnents of the United States and the Soviet Union give us reason for optinism
regarding the possibility ofa safer and nore stable world in the near future.

There have been many positive changes on the international scene in recent
mont hs but there have al so been some negative events which have increased the
tension in various parts of the world: we cannot but deplore and condemn the use
of force by Irag against Kuwait and the lack of respect for international |aw and
the Charter of the United Nations which that State has denonstrated. The repeated
threat that chem cal weapons mght be used in the conflict in the Mddl e East
forces us to redouble our efforts in support of conventional disarmanent ona

regional scale and to pay particular attention to the danger, unprecedented for

mankind, of a chem cal war.



PKB/ras A/C.1/745/PV.22
67

(Mr. Mavoraa Cartes. Nicaragua)

Accordingly, we view with concern the fact that the Conference on Di sarmanent
in Geneva, in spite of progress in nany areas, has made but little progress on the
convention on chem cal weapons and we nust, therefore, stress the need for the
adoption and entry into force of that convention.

In the case of nuclear weapons, notw thstanding the agreements between the two
super-Powers, other States with sizeable and nodern arsenal s have not yet shown a
real commitment to follow their exanple. There still exist in the world thousands
of nucl ear war heads which coul d be activated at any time and because ofthem we
have not been able to rid the Earth of the nightmare of nucl ear destruction. In
spite of the progress achieved, in certain countries ofthe world. many of them
devel opi ng countries, there still exists the practice of using nu¢lear Weapons as a
deterrent strategy and policy of dom nation.

The limted progress made at the Fourth Review Conference ofthe Parties to
the non-proliferation Treaty held in Genevalast nonth is an eloquent demonstration
of tme fact that we nust noderate our nost optimstic expectations and seek viable
formulas {0 increase confidence and hel p renove the main obstacles to the
concl usion of effective agreements oa the various topics related to nuclear
di sar manent .

It will not be possible to succeed in lessening the proliferation of nuclear
weapons on a gl obal scale without the inmmediate conclusion of a conprehensive
test-ban treaty. Niearagua hopes that the new spirit ofco-operation between the
two super-Powers and the understanding among the five permanent nmenbers of the
Security Council will lead to a speedy conclusion of an agreenent banning nucl ear
tests.

It is a fact that the threat of nuclear destruction continues to exist

notw thstandi ng the progress that has been made. It is equally true that thousands
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of psople are dying in various parts Of the world a8 a result, not of the use Of
nuclear weapons , but of the use of coaventional weapons. There are still
significant arsenals of conventional weapons in various regions of the world,
especially in sones characteriszed Dy political instability, eaonomia backwardness
and social tension. It is all too well known that throughout the past 40 years
most armed conflicts have taken place at a regional level using coaventional
weapons. That 4s why it is urgent to promote, within the context of gemeral and
complete disarmament, conventional disarmament On a regional scale.

My delegation is pleased to see that the positive trends which now permit of
rolutioaa to various regional and subregional conflict8 have led to a gradual
limitation and reduction of armed foreces and conventional weapons that should lead
to an improvement in the political climate in certain areas in conflict.

In Central America a regional efforthas beenmade to bringthe countries
toget her and thisi s moving us, gradual | y but irreversibly, towards the eradication
of war and violence and towards economic development and co-operation, This spirit
has been clearly showa in the agreement8 signed by the Central American Presidents
at their various summit meetings. In this context special mention should be made
of the Esquipulas || agreements, which mandated the creation among the Central
American countries of the Security Commission t0 consolidate the process of peace
and democratisation and to build a climate of confidence and security in the region.

The Security Commission of the Esquipulas || agreemeants, which has no
precedent in the history of Central Anerica, is ainmed at:

v"ensuring t hat the armed force8 of the countries of the area will be defensive

in to protect and internal order and not offensive; ensuring

that the armed forces of the countries of the area are in reasonable balance

or that the equipment and numbers are such as not to constitute a threat to
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nei ghbouring countries; and defining a new nodel of security for Centra
Anerican countries based on co-operation, co-ordination, communication and
prevention, with the aim of reaching commitments regarding foreign mlitary
presences in the area"

As disarmanent is one of the corner-stones of the foreign policy ofthe
Government of Nicaragua, we are in favour of a firmcomitment by the countries of
the area to the elimnation ofthe arms race and the reduction of forces and war
matériel and to using the resources thus released for the econom ¢ and socia
devel opment of Central America. To this end, N caragua will continue to pronote
negotiations on security for the countries of the area and verification of these
agreements by the United Nations and the Organization Of Anerican States (oas).

At the summit conference which was held in Antigua in Guatemala, |ast June the
Central American Presidents declared:

"Violence belongs to a part of history which we shall not forget but
which We shall not repeat. Now we nust choose new paths. That is why in
order to reflect the popular will we have said we want nomorewar and
violence and instead ofthat the energy of the people should be placed in the
service of devel opnent andin the intereats of the Central Americaapeople.”
Consistent with these agreements, Nicaragua strongly urges the conpletion of

the regional negotiations on security, verification, control and the linmtation of
armaments.,

For this purpose, at the nmeeting ofthe Security Commission hel d inSan José

last July, N caragua proposed a £reezing of of fensive weapon8 at the present |evel.
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V¢ have encouraged verification in the area of disarmanent by the United Nations
and t he organization Of Anerican States, and at the present stage of negotiations
Ni caragua is encouraging the adoption of criteria and procedures for establishing
maximum limts for weapons and nmilitary personnel. At the same tine, we favour the
adoption of an assessment schene to establish a reasonable bal ance of forces.

As part of these' ongoing neetings, the Security Conmi ssion net again in
San Sal vador in Septenber 1990 in order to consider the question of strengthening
confidence between the countries of Central Anerica

"in order to facilitate the consolidation of regional peace, internal

dermocratisation and reconciliation". (A 45/642. b 2)

At its next meeting, the Security Commission wll consider
"the Criteria to be taken into account in establishing each country's nilitary
needs based on its actual situation, with a view to achieving a reasonabl e
bal ance or proportional overall equivalence in the region". (ibid.. p. 2)
Nicaragua‘'s conmi tnent to Peace, denocracy and determ ned progress towards
di sarmament was clearly expressed in the statenment nade a few days ago by our
Presi dent, violeta Barrios de Chamorro, in celebrating United Nations Day. She
sai d:
"W have rejected violence and chosen the path of peace and freedom war,
whi ch becane a nightmare for the fam |y of Nicaraguans, has been bani shed from
the mnds of our men, wonen and children. **
That is the new spirit prevailing today in N caragua, which fills us with
confidence and confirns our belief that it is possibla to find solutions to the
probl ens of our countries, many of which are deeply rooted not only in the mnds of

our people but also in the history and culture of our societies,
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Ni caragua has begun to movetowards demlitarisation; we have ended the war
which for many yearsbrought death and grief to our people; we have disarned the
Ni caraguan resistance and the national arny has been reduced to one third its size
at the end of 1989, that is, fromnore than 90,000 nen to a total of 33,000. In
this same spirit that has prevailed at the national level, we are conmtted to
peace in the region. The unilateral and joint efforts with regard to security,
verification and the control and limtation of weapons being made by the countries
of Central America are enabling us to make progress towards demlitarisation ofthe
area.

In order gradually to build a peaceful , stable region, ny country is
particularly interested in initiating, within the United Nations, the process of
making Central Anerica, in the light of the real progress made by each country on
its owm and as a function of the regional situation that results fromthese
efforts, a zome of peace and co-operation. ¥ conceive of thia not as an
intellectual exercise or a mere declaration but as a reflection of the realities
which we are shaping. N caragua supports this initiative as part of a general
nmovenent towards denocracy, co-operation and the demilitarization of the tone,
because we are convinced of the potential benefits that this would bring not only
to the subregion, but also toall of Latin Arerica and the Caribbean.

One particularly inportant aspect of this initiative is its emnently
pragmatic nature. It would bea gradual process that woul d take place as we noved
towards democracy, co-operation and security in each country at the subregiona
level. Thisclearly denonstrates theinportance of pronoting deep-rooted
interaction ofthe political, social and econom ¢ processes and their eventua
conver gence

The geographi cal 1locatien ofCentral America makes it an i deal transit sone

and inter-oceanic link. The dramatic history of the region and the eventsof the



BHS/dr A/C.1/45/PV,22
73

(M. _Mavoraa Cortes. Nicaragua)
| ast decade | aid tne foundation forone of the nost inpressive international peace
efforts. Today, in the newregional circunstances and taking advantage also of the
present world climate, noone doubts that the future ofCentral America lies in the
strengthening of peace, denocracy and devel opnent, principles which, together wth
reconciliation, formthe fundamental pillars of the foreign policy of ny country.

Wthin this framework the Esqui pul as agreenments in effect today are of
overriding inportance and nust be further strengthened. 1In this connection, our
del egation believes that the establishment of Central America as a zome ofpeace
and co-operation would be a further denonstration of the political will of the
Central Anerican peoples and Governnents and of our determnation to nmake progress
in building a peaceful region in which the economc and social devel opnent of our
peopl es has priority.

Central America, as a zone of peace and co-operation, would contenplate the
progressive reduction of weapons and mlitary personnel, with demilitarisation of
the area as the finalobjective. It could include, further, the exclusion of
nucl ear weapons f£rom the region, in keeping wWith the commitments under the Treaty
of Tlatelolco, which we believe to be the proper framework within Which to regul ate
the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons in Latin Arerica and the Caribbean as well
as the prohibition of weapons of massdestruction. W might also include, among
other things, a ban on transporting through the none of peace any nuclear, chenica
or bacteriol ogical weapons, as well as the prohibition of illicit traffic in
weapons | N the I egi on,

It i S necessary {0 repeat that the establishment of Central Anerica as a sone
of peace and co-operation should be a gradual process. In .a semse it has already
begun with the progress madein the solution of someof the moreurgent prablems Of

the region, such as the ending of the warinNicaragua. Buttheseeffort.8 mustbe
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further consolidated. The process would al so be in keeping with the agreements
reached at the subregional disarmanent and security commission and with the
progress in the bilateral talks at present taking place between other countries of
the region.

In Our opinion, the establishment of Central America as a zome of peace and
co-operation would be an inportant step towards the shared goal of general and
conpl ete disarmanent. It would also make a significant contribution to the efforts
being made in various parts of the world to establish nucl ear-weapon-free zones.
Conventional disarmanent measures in our region would strengthen the security of
all the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean.

Wthin the inter-American framework, Ni caragua favours a new nodel of regional
security in which the mlitary enphasis would be replaced by Political and econonic
co-operation in connection with the settlenment of conflicts, disarmament,
environmental problens, the eradication of drug trafficking, integration and
development.

The establishnent of Central America as a sonme of peace and co-operation
should be conplenentary to other efforts being made in the Latin American region.
In this context, we should nention the innovative concept of security contained in
the Gal apagos Declaration: Andean AgreementOn Peace, Security and Co-operation,
signed by the Beads of State of Peru, Bolivia, Ecuador, Colonbia andVenesuela in
Decenber 1989, which was circul ated as document CD/1011 oft he Conference on

Di sar manent .
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In particular, we would stress the contents of the joint Declaration signed by
Argentina and Brazil at the Fourth Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the
Non- Proliferation of Nuclear Wapons, held in Geneva from 20 August to
14 Septenber. 1Im that Declaration those countries reiterated their firm conmm tment
to the peaceful uses of nuclear energy and the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons
inall their forms. Simlarly, we consider that the inportant proposal by the
Presi dent of Venezuela, Mr. Carlos Andres Perez, in his address to the General
Assenbly and at the Wrld Summit for Children deserves special consideration wthin
t he Organization. He proposed that Governnents agree to a 10 per cent reduction in
their mlitary budgets and that the funds thus rel eased be used to finance a United
Nations fund for social development with a view to dealing decisively with the
poverty affecting hundreds of thousands of children throughout the world. Such
initiatives, including our proposal, spring from the innovative spirit wth which
Latin America is dealing with the new requirements of security and co-operation.

Notwi t hstanding the progress that has been made in the international political
arena, disarmament continues to be one of the international comunity's main
concerns. There now exists an excellent opportunity to make progress on
di sarmament, especially in areas in which only a few years ago it was inpossible to
make any kind of comm tment. Means of achieviug that objective should be further
explored in multilateral negotiations within the United Nations framework - al ways
strictly in keeping with the principle of equality and reciprocity,

This new international climate is being strengthened by the ideals that in
fact gave rise to the United Nations nore than 40 years ago, suggesting that the
Organisation will play a moreactive role in the settlement of disputes and the
prevention of conflicts. In this connection we m ght nention the contents of t he
joint statement by the Soviet Union and the United States of 3 October entitled

"Responsibility for peace and security in the changi ng werid"whi ch states thatr




FMB/19 A/C.1/45/PV.22
77

(M_._Mayorga Cortes, Nicaraqua)
“The United Nations can play a leading role on issues of global concern.

We will actively support efforts, throughout the United Nations system to

i mpl ement and strengthen the principles and the system of i nternational peace,

s¢ curity and international co-operation laid down in the Charter."”

(A/45/598. v. 5)

Qur delegation is particularly interested in the United Nations playing an
increasingly significant and central role in negotiations on disarmanent, which is
particularly timely given the institutional changes we are witnessing. This nore
central role of the United Nations is reflected in its effective nmultilatera
machi nery, which has given the international order a certain stability. Aswas
stated in the report entitled "Conprehensive study on nuclear weapons**, presented
to the General Assenbly nore than 10 years ago:

"W have, in the nations, an institution which should be utilised for all the

purposes and stages that are relevant to the process of disarnmament -

negoti ation, agreenent, inplenentation, verification and ratification where

necessary." (A 35/392, 5.157)

Central Anerican countries in general, and N caragua in particular, have
personal know edge of the irreparabl e danage war can cause, and we know only too
wel | that the losers are always the peoples thenselves. N caragua wll always be
in the forefront of support forefforts of the international comunity in favour of
di sarmanment, both nucl ear and conventional, and prohibition of the devel opnent,
production and acquisition of chem cal weapons. W say this with a noral authority
that derives fromour own efforts and those ofthe Central Anmerican region in
support of the pacification of the zone and the establiahnent and consolidation of

denocracy, and our effortsto pronote devel opnent in our area.
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Qur peoples are exhausted and inpoverished. There is no room for
insensitivity - not when we are speaking on behalf of the loftiest interests of our
country, and of the vast najority of its population.

For our CGovernment, which is determned to conquer our age-old
under devel opnment, no commtnent is nore inportant than those we have just
addressed. | amcertain these are the aspirations of the N caraguan society as a
whole. Here and now we call for the support ofthe international commnity for our
initiative to promote anong the five Central American countries a zone of peace and
co-operation. That would crown one of the most successful efforts of the United
Nations in support of international peace and security.

PROGRAMVE OF WORK

The CHAIRVAN: I n accordance with the Conmittee's programre of work and

timetable, tomorrow, 31 COctober, the Conmittee will proceed to the second phase of
its work, the consideration of and action on draft resolutions on all disarnmanment
itenms, agenda items 45 to 66 and 155. Menbers will recall that, in accordance with
the Conmttee's programre of work and tinetable, a total of 26 neetings have been
set aside for this phase of our work. In accordance with past practice, it is my
intention to set aside the first part of that phase, approximtely 10 to
12 neetings, for the introduction of draft resolutions and corments on them |
should like to urge those del egations wishing to introduce draft resolutions or to
make comments on themduring this stage of the Conmttee's work to inscribe their
names on the |ist of speakers as early as possible. Subsequently the Conmttee
will proceed to the stage oftaking action on draft resolutions under the
di sarmament agenda itens.

I shall have nore specific information to convey to nenbers in this regard at

a later stage.

SRR RIS




