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| am witing to inform you of the outcone of the Governnent-I|ndustry
Conference against Chenical Wapons, convened by Australia at Canberra from 18 to
22 September 1989,

Del egations from 66 countries and a small nunmber of international
organi sations, including your own representative , participated in the Conference.

The Conference was a unigue event, bringing together not only Covernnents,
which have the responsibility for negotiating and inplenenting the chemcal weapons
convention which is being negotiated by the Conference on D sarmament at GCeneva,
but also representatives of the world's chemcal industry, which wll be directly
affected by its inplenentation.

Building on the Final Declaration of the Conference of States Parties to the
1925 Geneva Protocol and Qther Interested States on the Prohibition of Chenical
Weapons, held in Paris from 7 to 11 January 1989, 1/ and in particular its call for
a redoubling of efforts to conclude the Convention at the earliest date, government
and industry representatives came together to reinforce and give new monmentum to a
dialogue that is crucially necessary for two purposes:

(a) To assist in the resolution of technical issues and the identification of
workable and realistic solutions to other outstanding problens, to enable the early
conclusion of the Coavention;

(b) To convey a clear understanding of the industry's concerns, and an
appreciation of how the chem cal weapons convention will inpact on the industry, so
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as to ensure not only the speedy conclusion of the convention, but its effective
practical inplenentation.

The Conference was the occasion for a nunber of inportant devel opnents,
i ncl udi ng:

(a) The first collective statement by the world's chenical industry of its
comitnent to assist Governments in bringing about a total ban on chenical weapons
through a conprehensive chenical weapons convention:

(b) Extensive dialogue between Governments and industry on issues relating
both to the conclusion and inplementation of the treaty and detailed exploration of
ways of progressing that dialogue in the future:

(c) The identification of a nunber of measures in support of the objectives
of the chenical weapons convention which both CGovernments and industry are either
inplementing O have indicated a wllingness to consider in advance of its coning
into effect:

(d) A renewed expression of commitnent by Governments to econelude and
inplement a conprehensive chemcal weapons convention at the earliest date.

| enclose a copy of the sunmary statement nmade by the Chairman of the
Conference, Senator The Hon. Gareth Evans, QC, Mnister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade of Australia, at the concluding plenary neeting. | also enclose the
statenent which was adopted by the Industry Forum reflecting the views of the
world's chemcal industry, as represented at the Conference.

| would be grateful if you would circulate both texts as a docurment of the
forty-fourth session of the General Assembly under agenda item 62.

Not es

1/  A/44/88, annex.
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Annex_1
SUMMARY STATEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN DATED 22 SEPTEMBER 1989

[. I NTRCDUCTI ON

1. This Conference has been a unique event, bringing together not only
Governnents, which have the responsibility for negotiating and inplenenting the
forthecoming chenical weapons cenvention, but also representatives of the world's
chemcal industry, who wll be direatly affected by its inplementation.

2. Building on the Paris Conference Declaration of January 1989, and in
particular its call f2r a redoubling of efforts to conclude the convention at the
earliest date, governmentandindustry representati ves have come together to
reinforce and give new nomentum to a dialogue that is crucially necessary for two
pur poses:

(a) To assist in the resolution of technical issues amd the identification of
workable and realistic solutions to other outstanding problems, to enable the early
conclusion of the Conventionl

{b) To convey a clear understanding of the industry's concerns, and an
appreciation of how the chemcal weapons convention wll inpact on the industry, so
as to emsure not only the speedy conclusion of the convention, but its effective
practical inplenentation.

3. This Conference has been the occasion for a nunber of inportant devel opnents,
i ncl udi ng:

(a) The first collective statement by the world s chemcal industry of its
comitnent to assist Governments in bringing about a total ban on chemcal weapons
through a conprehensive chemicai Wweapons convention;

(b) Extensive dialogue between Covernnents amd industry on issues relating
both to the conclusion and inplementatioa of the treaty, and detailed exploration
of ways of progressing that dialogue in the future:

(c) The identification of a nunber of neasures in support of the objectives
of the chemcal weapors convention, which both Covernments sad industry are either
inplementing, or have indicated a wllingness to consider, in advance of its coning
into effect:

{(a) A renewed expression of conmtment by Governments to conclude and
inpl ement a conprehensive chemcal weapons convention at the earliest date.

4, There was at the Conference clearly evident total support for the achievenent
of a chemcal weapons convention of conprehensive scope, which would be effective,
verifiable and workable in practice, non-discrimnatory in inpact and attract
universal adherence. It was acknow edged that no interim régime could be a
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substitute for such a conventlon, The long quest for a conprehensive, global and
effectively verifiable ban on chemical weapons, to which we are all firmly
committed, has heman brought closer to realization by the asaenbly here in Canberra
of the relevant diplomatic askills and induatrial expertise needed to conplete an3
i mpl enent the c¢chamical weapons convention.

II., CONCLUDING THE CONVENTI ON

5. The conceptual framework of the convention is already substantially settled,
and many of its detailed provisions have already been el aborat ed. In bringing the
convention to conclusion, 1990 is seen by moat delegations as a critical year. |
have clearly discerned in the contributiona of all delegations both the political
and practical will to work through and resolve, as fast as the conplexity of the
subject matter al | OWS, remaining outstanding issues in the convention

negot i at i ona. The general view is that the major substantive issues for
negotiation should be able to be conpleted within the coming year.

6. Mich of the discussion at the Conference focused on those issues whose
resolution could clearly benefit from industry input and co-operation, in
particular:

(a) Verification of régimes;
(b) Protection of confidential commercial information;

(c) Structure of the international authority and its relationship through
national authoritiea with chemical industries;

(d) Technical questions in relation to the destruction of existing stockpiles
and production facilities;

(e) Wthin the convention co: ext, pronotion of the free and
non-di scri mnatory exchange of chemcala and technology only for peaceful purposes,
and assistance to devel oping States parties.

7. In order to assist in the process of resolving outstanding issues, many
countries have brought to the negotiations their own national experience wth
various matters relevant to the convention, and these were reported to the
ronference. These exercises have enabled the outstanding issues to he considered
from a very practical perspective, and have helped to give a better understanding
of what is required under the convention. In particular:

(a) A nunber of countries have conducted national trial inspections, and
others are planning to do so;

(b) Qher countries hava been conducting, or are planning to conduct, trial
chal | enge inspections.

8. It was recognised that the negotiating environnent for an early conclusion of
the convention would be significantly enhanced by Governnents being as frank and
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open as possible in their approach to chemcal weapens issues, bringing their
activities into conformty wth their commitment to the convention, and by taking
other specific steps = in the period before the Convention i s concluded -- to
increase confidence im it. Such sveps could include:

(a) Acknow edgenent of their chemcal weapon stocks by weapons-possesiing
States;

() Bilateral and multilateral dats exchanges as provided for in the rolling
text; information could be provided on chemcal weapon Stockpiles, chemcal weapon
producti on facilities, chemcal weapon destruction facilities, and production of
chemcals included ir schedule8 1, 2 and 3;

(cj Trial inspections of stockpiles and production facilities on a bilateral
and nultilateral basis;

(d) Establishing facilities to allow for the environnentally souad
destruction of chem cal weapon astocks, and exchanging thu technology relevant to
this process;

(e) Taking steps to elimnate existing chemical Weapon stockpiles;

(£) Mking unequivocal undertakings not to acquire chemcal weapons and
acting accordingly, as part of exercising restraint and acting reaponaibly in
accordance with the purpose of the Geneva negotiations;

(g) Informng Go ernments outside the Conference on Dirarmament on the
negotiations for a chemcal weapons conference (as has been dome, €.0., by the
Chairran of the Ad Hoc Committee, and through Auatralia’'a Ragional [Initiative).

I11.  IMPLEMENTING THE OONVENTTON

9. The effectiveness ot the convention wll be maximized Dby the adherence of all
States, and there were many calls for Governments to work actively towards that
objective. The convention wll provide equal security benefits to its adherents,
and the value of those benefits wll be strvengthenea by wdespread support. At the
sane tine, the operation of the chemical weapons convention wll assure industry
that its products can readily be traded and distributed on a non discriminatory
basis for ,urposes not prohibited by the convention. The convention wll provide
for equal treatment for all countries and all industrial entities. All Governments
and their industries have a strong interest in confirmng that these objectives are
realized in practice.

10. A nunber of countries are already inplementing in advance =ome of the
provisions of the draft convention, adapting existing national measures (0 the
convention framework, or adopting other neasures which wll assist in its

impl ementation. For exanple, in addition to the trial inspections alre.dy referred
to, Governments are:
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(a) Establishing the framework for the national authorities which wll
inplenent the convention (e.g. the decision of Australia to eatablish its national
chemcal weapons convention authority ara the interest of others in doing |ikew se);

(b) Establishing technical assistance programmes for the identification and
trainJ.ng of persormel who mght be required to carry out the obligations of the
convention (e.g.., the progranme established by Finland);

(c) Legislating to prohibit certain activities which wll be proscribed under
the convention (e.g. the Federal Republic of Gernany'8 recent amendnents to the Var
\Wapons  Control  Act).

Devel opments of this kind wll contribute nonmentum to the negotiations, and wll
help to avoid msapprehensions and delays in inplenenting the convention.  Taking
such neasures wll also contribute to a collective understanding of the extent to
which the convention can be inplemented wthin the existing operations of
Governnents  and  industry.

11 It wan proposed that all nations should consider the mechanisns they wll need
to put in place to inplement the convention'8 requirenents. Since the inpact of
the convention wll vary considerably according to differing circunstances. special

attention wll need to be paid to the concerns of those countries wth small or
non-exi stent industries, or whose bureaucracies may require technical assistance in
handling the conplex requirements of the convention.

12. It was also proposed by sone delegations that consideration be given to
establirhing a group or groups which could form the nucleus of the technical
secretariat to be established wunder the convention, contribute to the resolution of
certain outstanding issues in the negotiation of the convention, or both; this is «
matter which wll need to be taken up at Genova.

V. INDUSTRY'S  ROE

13.  The effective inplenentation of the precise nechanisns to achieve the
convention and its objectives wll depand o a significant extent on the
co-operation and commtnment of the chemical industry. A this Conference the
industry has made very clear its support for the conclusion of a convention, that
it believes such a convention wll in fact be in its own interests, and that it
wants to help to make that convention as effective and practicable as possible.
The statement adopted this week by the representatives of the world's chemical
industry is an especially inportant and historic one. It

(a) Expresses their unequivocal abhorrence of chemcal warfare;
(b) Expresses their wllingness to work actively with Governments t0 achieve

a global ban on chemcal weapons and contribute additional nomentum to the Geneva
negotiating process;
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(c) Affirns their desire to foster international co-operation for the
legitimate civil uses of chemcal products and their opposition to the diversion of
industry's products for the manufacture of chemcal weapons;

(a) Declares their support for efforts to conclude and inplenment the chem cal
weapons conventi on at the earliest date.

14. The chemcal industry representatives here present have also announced this
week the establishment of a new international industry forum as a focal point for
its essential practical input into the convention-making and inplenentation
process. The group Wll meet at Geneva and involve an extenaion of present
informal arrangenents no as to include representatives of all the worlds chemcal
industries, not just the developed countries.

1.5. The role which the chemcal industry has played in pronoting the economc
devel opnent and inproving the iiving sStandards of all peoples was frequently
nentioned, and acknow edged by government representatives. It is clear that the
industry wishes to continue vigorously to pursue its positive contribution to the
raising of the quality of Ilife of the people of all nations by the developnent of

its products and their proper dissemnation and use.

16. It was noted during the GConference ¢hat although the regulatory burden of the
convention on industry would be significant, it would not be significantly
different in kind from that which the industry already experiences. There are in
many countries areas of extensive interaction between Governnents and chemcal
industry. Exanples i ncl ude:

(a) Notional reporting arrangenents for environmental, health, safety and
transport reasons;

(b) National inspection of the chemcal industry for these purposes;

(c) Consultation and co-operation in establishing the facts of iadustry
activity.

In view of these already-eaizting national measures, and new steps announced at the
Conference, many parts of the industr; wll be well aware of the general kinds of
requirements which wll have to be addressed under a convention regine. Both
government and industry representatives accepted the desirability of very
substantial consultations occurring in the period ahead to ensure that. common
objectives are achieved in the least costly and intrusive mnanner possible.

17.  Ppreparatioas for the inplenentation of the convention wll entail specific
actions by Governnent and industry. At this Conference, a nunber of such matters
specifically involving industry have been raised, including:

(a) The need by Governments for additional inputs from all sections of
industry, including  policy-level direction, managenent, technical experts and the

research comunity;

(b) The need for a more substantial tine comtnent by representatives of
industry to the (eneva negotiating process, and in particuler extension of the
formal Sessions currently davoted to industry consultation;




A/C,1/744/4
Engl i sh
Page 8

(c) The need to include workers and their representatives as part of the
industry resource for Governnents as they draft and inplenment the convention)

(d) The need for nore trial inspections, and trials to prepare for other
aspects of inplenmenting the convention': requirenments, such as the collection and
assenbly of relevant data about the characteristics of the national chenical
industry:

(e) The need for industry to apply its code of responsible care so as to
ensure, amongst other things, the conpatibility of its activities with objectives
of the convention, including the objective, shared with Governments of
non-diversion of its products for the nmanufacture of chenmi cal weapons.

V. CONCLUSI ON

18. This Conference has not been a substitute for, or an alternative to, the
negotiations on a chenical weapons convention in the Conference on D sarnmament ac
Geneva. What we have endeavoured to do, and | believe succeeded in doing, is
contribute to the early success of those negotiations. There was w despread
support for continuing and expanding the dial ogue between Covernnent and industry
both at the national level and in direct support of the negotiating process at
Ceneva. The Conference heard nmany calls for the earliest conpletion an?
implementati~n of the chem cal weapons convention. The chemical industry stated
its full and unequivocal support for such an outcome.

19. The tasks ahead for Covernnents are:!
(a) To work for the earliest conclusion of the negotiations at Geneva,;
(b) To build confidence in the convention through initial steps;

(c) To develop appropriate nechanisms to prepare for, and, when ready, to
i npl enent the chem cal weapcns convention;

(d) To continue and expand the dial ogue with induntry With the objective of
both resolving outstanding questions in the Geneva negotiations, and preparirg the
ground for the effective practical inplenentation of the convention once concl uded.
20. The tasks ahead for industry are:

(a) To consider the detailed requirenents for the conclusion and

i npl ementation of the chemical weapons convention and to continue to expand its
di al ogue between CGovernnent and industry:

(b) To help to define practical, workable and effective solutions to
outstandi ng problens being addressed in the Geneva negotiations:

(c) To co-operate in ensuring that their prcducts are not diverted for tho
manuf acture of chem cal weapons:
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(d) To collaborate wth Governments and wth other sections of the Industry
in ensuring that the chemcal weapons convention's provisions are inplenented fully
and effectively and apply equally to all parties: industry representatives at the
Canberra Conference wll no doubt wsh to be in contact wth those elenments of the
industry not physically present here to discuss wth them in detail the issues

raised at this neeting.

21, Above all else, the Covernnent-Industry Conference against Chemcal  Vapons
has affirned the conmtnent of Governments and the world's chemcal industry to
work together to bring to fruition at the earliest date a conprehensive, gl obal
chemcal weapons convention . long intensely desired, and now wdely anticipated
which wll operate to rid the world once and for all of these wuniversally detested
weapons. Al of us want a chemical industry operating in the cause not of death,

but of life.
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Annex II
INDUSTRY FORUMS STATFMENT

The world’s chemical. industries, as represents& by industry representatives
present at the Government-Indurtry Conference against Chemical Weapons, held at
Canberra from 18 to 22 September 1989:

1. Welcoma the Gavernment-Industry Conference against Chemical Weapons and
the constructive dialogue which has taken place between governments and
representatives Of the world's chemical industries, and between industrial
representatives of different countries;

¥xprege vheir unequivocal abhorrence of chemical warfare;

3. Express their williangness to work actively with Governments to achieve a
global ban on chemical weaporns, and their willingness to contribute additional
momentum to the Ganeva neqoti atlng process;

4, Affirm their desire to foster international co-operution for the
legitimate civil uses of chamical products; their opposition te the diversioa of
industry’s products for the manufacture Of chemical weapons;

5. Peclare their support for efforts to conclude and implement the chemical
waApons convention at the earliest date. Industry believes that. the only solution
t o the problm of chemical weapons is a ¢global, romprenhensive and effectively
verifiable chemical. weapons convention which requires the destruction of a1l
existing stockpiles of, and production facilities for, chemical weapons and Wwhich
implements measures to assure that their future production does net take place;

6. Express the strong hope that the negotiating parties in the Coaference on
Disarmament at Geneva will resolve urgently the outstanding issues and conclude o
chemical weapons coavention at the earliest date;

7. Stnte thelr willingness to continue their dlalogue with Governments to
prepare for the entrv ainto force of an effective chemical weapons convention which
protects ‘he free snd non-discriminatory exchange of chemicals and transfer of
technulioyy for economic development and the welfare of all people. The chemical
industry inaicates its willingness to participate in national measures designed tn
facilitate sarly implementation of the convention following its conclusion,



