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The meting was - called to order at 11-a.m.

AGENDA ITEMS 71, 72 and 73 (gontinued)

GENERAL DEBATE, CONSIDERATION OF AM) ACTION ON DRAFT RESOLUTIONS ON INTERNATIONAL
SECURITY AGEncA ITEMS

The CHAIRMAN: This morring the Committee will take decisions on the

draft resolutions on in terna tional secur i ty agenda { tems, namely dra f t resolu tions
A/C. 1/43/L. 74/Rev.1l and A/C. 1/43/L. 74/Rev.1l/Corr .1, A/C. 1/43/L. 84 /Rev, 2,
A/C.1/43/L.85/Rev.l, A/C.1/43/L.86, A/C.1/43/L.87 and A/C.1/43/L.88,

The draft resnlutions will be taken up in order of the agenda item number.

I shall f irst call on those delega tions wishing to in trodrce draft resolu t ions
and then on those delegationa wishing to make statements other than explanations of
vote. Subsequently, | shall call on those delegations wishing to explain their
vote before a decision is taken and then, after the Committee has taken a decision

on all the draft resolutions, delegations will have an opportunity to explain their

position or vote after the decision.
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Mr. KHERADI (Secretary of the Committee):s | should like to inform
members of the Committee that the following countries have become co-sponsors of
the follow ing draft r esolutionet

A/C.1/43/L.74/Rev.1% Madagascar

AIC. 1/43/L. 87+ Afghan is tan

The CHAIRMAN: | call now upon representatives wishing to introduce draft

resolutions under agenda i terns 71, 72 and 73.

Mr . ZACHMANN (German Democratic Republic) 3+ | have the honour to

introduce the draft resolution on the need for a result-oriented political dialogue
to improve the international situation (A/C.1/43/L.85/Rev.l).

In pursuing this initiative launched at the forty-first session of the General
Assembly the German Democratic Republic wishes to make a distinct contribution to
the promotion of positive trends in international relations and to the
strengthening of the United Nations. The revised draft resolution is the result of
what can be described as a third round of intensive and frank consultations with a
large number o. delegations, which | wish to thank once again in th is context , My
delegation was willing to accept further amendments and to render parts of the text
more precise,

As | have already explained, in my statement of 25 November, the main ideas
and purposes of the draft resolution, | can follow a good tradition of the
Commi ttee and be brief. Our initiative proceeds from the fact that all the major
political forces of our time have expressed their commitment to a policy of
dialogue and co-operation and that States have declared their readiness to
strengthen the United Nations. while we do not intend to disguise the differences
in interests and positions, we wish to encourage further the much-needed sustained
improvement in the political climate and the settlement of global problems. with
this as a basic premise, | do not think that it is necessary to comment further on

the preambular paraqraphs and operative paragraphs 1 and 2.
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(Mr. Zachmann, German
Democra t.c Republic)

Operative paragraph 3 calls for enhancing the role of the United Nations as a
forum for dialogue and negotiation in order to resolve the main issues on the
Organisation’s agenda. It is formulated in a balanced way and takes account of the
basiec positions of all Member States.

By rendering the wording of operative paragraph 4 more precise, my delegation
has responded to suggestions made during the consultations.

In operative paragraph S the fact is welcomed that the Security Council has
been able recently to carry out more effectively its primary responsibility for the
maintenance of international peace and security.

Ws consider it just as timely for us to encourage the Secretary-General to
continue his efforts, as is done in the operative part of the draft.

The draft resolution as revised shows that my delegation has taken into
account the concerns expr eesed by non-aligned and Wes tern States, including neutral
European on es, regarding reference to the holding of periodic meetings by the
Secur 1 ty Council.

| believe that from what | have said it will have beams quite clear that
great efforts have been made to prepare a draft acceptable to all sides. My
delegation has shcmn the necessary flexibility and readiness for compromise. We
are in favour of achieving consensus whenever it seems possible.

In a year when much has been accomplished through result-oriented dialogue at
many levels, we would be pleased if all States committed themselves to a continued
policy of dialogue and co-operation, to the resolution of global problems 2nd to
strengthening the united Nations in all its fields of activity. This would no

doubt contribute very much to enhancing the positive trends in international

relations and to making them irreversible in the interests of all States.



JP/ed A/C.1/43/PV. 54
8

Mr. KALUDJEROVIC (Yugoslavia): | wish to introduce, on behalf of a

number of countr ies - Algeria, Bangladesh, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Madagascar ,
Malaysia, Pakistan, Fomania, Sri lLanka, Sudan, Tunisia, Uganda and Yugoslavia = the
draft resolution entitled “Review of the implementation of the Declaration on the
Strengtheneing of International Security” (A/C.1/43/L. 88).

The review of the implementation of the Declaration »rovides the General
Aggembly with an opportunity to express its perception of international security,
to assess the current state of affairs in international relations and % point to
the direction for solving the most important problems of the international
community .

Important changes have taken place on the international scene in the past
year. The sponsors of the draft resolution have pointed OUt and welcomed the
favourable cl imate which hae developed within the international community and the
progress that has been recorded in some important fielde of disarmament, such as
the Treaty between the United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics on the Elimination of Their Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range
Missiles, and the endeavours to solve some of! the crisee that have long bedevilled
the world.

However, there cre still problems that continue to pose a serious threat to
international security, such as the c.itinua tion of the arms race, particularly the
nuclear-arms race, its extension into outer space, competition for spheres of
influence, domination and exploitation in many parts of the wot 13, the use of f orce
or the threat of force, interference and foreign occupation, infringement on the
independence , sovereignty and territorial integrity of countries and the lack of
solutions to the world's economic problems. Tha!. is why the sponsors have pointed

out once again the principles that should be respected in order to achieve lasting

peace and security.
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(Mr. Kaludjerovic, Yugoslavia)

Oon that basis, the United Nations continues to be an irreplaceable forum for
the maintenance of international peace and security. The successful initiatives
taken recently by the world Organizatio:: have conf irmed its irreplaceable role.

We are therefore entrusted with the most important task of strengthening the
role and importance of the United Nations and directing its activities towards a
full realization of the purposes and principles contained in its Charter and in the
Declaration on the Strengthening of International Security.

In conciusion, let me point out that the sponsors earnestly hope that the

draft resolution will receive the broadest possible support from the members of the

First commi ttee.



RM/8 A/C.1/43/PV, 54
11

The CHAIRMAN: The Committee will now take action on draft

resolution A/C,1/43/L.86, which was introduced by the representative of Malta at
the 53rd meeting of the First Committee on 29 November and is sponsored by Alger ia,
Cyprus, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Malta, Morocco, Romaa la Tun isia and Yugos lav ia.

The sponsors of the draft resolution have expressed the wish that it he
adopted by the Committee without a vote, If | hear no objection, | shall take it
that the Committee wishes to act accordingly.

Draft’ resolution A/€. 1/43/L. 86 was adopted.

The CHAIRMAN: | now call upon representatives who have asked to make

statements in explanation of their position on the text just adopted.

Kr. ALPMAN (Turkey) ¢+ | would 1 lke br ie fly to explain my delegation '8
position o~ draft resolution A/C.1/43/L. 86, enti tled "Strennthening of security and
co-operation in the Mediterranean region, ™ which the First Committee has just
adopted.

As it has in previous years, my delegation joined the consensus on the
adoption o. the draft resolution. This is an express ion of our keen interest in
the maintenance and strengthening of peace and security in the entire Mediterranean
req ion.

I should note, however, that the droft resolution refers to documents adopted
at meetings in which Turkey did not participate. | would 1 ike to put on record
that our taking part in the adoption of the draft resolution sheuld not be
construed as Turkey’s agreement with every element contained in the documen ts
adopted at those meetings.

Mr. ARNOUSS (Syrian Arab Republic) (interpretation from Arabic): My
delegaticm joined in the consensus on the adoption of draft resolution

A/C.1/43/L. 86, We would like to reaffirm our position regarding operative
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(Mr. Arnouss, Syr lan Arab Republic)

paragraph 7, which takes note of the idea of the establishment of a Mediterranean
forum as a multidisciplinary framework for the promotion of co-operation in the
region. That idea still needs further study.

Mr . 2IPPORI (|srael) s My delegation is once more pleased to have been
able to join the consen.as on draft iesolution A/C.1/43/L.86 on the strengthening
of security and co-operation in the. tediterranean region. We mus t, however , place
on record our strong reservations regarding some of the documents mentioned in the
text, which include unjustified attacks on Israel and are not conducive to
promting co-operation between the countries im the Mediterranean basin.

We believe that all meetings dealing with problems common to all States
bordering tke Mediterranean should be in principle open to all riparian States. In
some fields, particularly those dealing with safeguarding the ecology of the Sea,
it has been found to be feasible to hold meetings open to all and to art ive at
agreements to which all subscribed. For example, Israel is active in the Action
Programme of the United Rations Environment Programme (UNEP) for the
Medi ter ranean . |srael, along with other Mediterranean States, is active in the
Committee for Meditercanean Research, whose headquarters is in Monaco. Israel is
also active, along with other Mediterranean countr lee, in several projects of the
United Nations Educaticmal, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), such as
ECOMOS. This is the path that should be followed in the future and could be
considered as confidence-building measures on the long road to peace in the area.

The CHAIRMANs: The Commi ttee has now concluded its consideration of

agenda item 71.

The Committee will now take action on draft resolutions under agenda item 72,
namely, draft resolutions A/C.1/43/L.84/Rev, 2, L.85/Rev.l, .87 and L.88,

The Committee will first take action on draft resolution A/C. 1/43/L. 84/Rev. 2,

which was introduced by the representative of Cameroon at tra Slst meeting of the
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(The Chairman)

First Committee. The sponsor of the draft resolution has expressed the wish that
it be adopted bv the Committee without a vote. If | hear no objection, | shall

take it that the Committee wishes to act accordingly.

Draft resolution A/C.1/43/L.84/Rev.2 was adopted.

The CHAIRMAN: The Committee will now turn to draft resolution

A/C.1/43/L.85/Rev.1. The draft resolution was introduced by the representative of

the German Democratic Republic at the 54th mseting of the First Committee on 30

November. A recorded vote has been requested.

A recorded vote was taken.

In favour +  Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Bahamas, Bahrain,
Bangladesh, Barbados, Benin, Bhutan, Rolivia, Botswana, Brazil,
Brunei varusealam, Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi, Byelorusaian Soviet
Social 1st Republic, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad,
China, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Cdte 4'ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus,
Czechnslovak |a, Democza tic Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen, Ecuador,
Egypt, Ethiopia , Fiji, Gabon, Gerwan Democratic Republic, Ghana,
Guatemala, Guinea, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, India,
| ndones is, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Jordan, Kenya,
Kuwait, Lao People’s pemocratic Republic, Lesotho, Liberia,
Libyan Arab Jamah it iya, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia , Maldives,
Mali, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Niger ia,
Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, poland, Qatar,
Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore,
Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Syrian Arab
Republic, Thailand, Tego, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United
Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Venezuela,
Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Ageinsta United States of America

Abstainings Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Denmark, Finland,
France, Gambia, Germany, Federal Republ ic of, Greece, lceland,
Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New

Zealand, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

Draft resolution A/C.1/43/L.85/Rev,.l was adopted by 100 votes to 1, with 25
abstentions. *

* Subsequently, the delegation of Zaire advised the Secretariat that it had
in tended to vote in favour.
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The CHAIRMANS8 The Committee will now take action on draft resolution

A/C.1/43/1.87, which was introduced by the representative of Poland at the 51st

meeting of the First Committee on 28 November and is sponsored by Afghanistan,

Alger |a, Bulgaria, Cameroon, Costa Rica, the German Democratic Republic, Hungary «

Indonesia, Madagascar, Mongolia, Panama, Peru, Philippines, Poland, the Syr lan Arab

Repvblic, "unisia, Viet Nam and Yugoslavia.

A recorded vote has been requested.

A_recorded vote was taken.

In favour 1

Age inst s
Abs tainings

Afghanistan, Alger ia, Angola, Argentina, Bahamas, Bahrain,
Bangladesh, Barbados, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil,
Brunei bDarussalam, Bulgar ia, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad ,
China, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Cote d4': soire, Cuba, Cyprus,
Caechoslovak la, pemocra tic Kanipuchea, Democra tic Yemen, Djibouti ,
Ecuador, Bgypt, Ethiopia, T13ji, Gabon, German Democratic
Republic, Chana, Guatemala, Guinea, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras,
Hungary, .adia, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq,
Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Lesotho,
Liber ia, Libyan Arab Jamahir iya, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia,
Maldives, Mali, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal,
Niger ia, Oman, Pak is tan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, Poland,
Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra
Leone, Singapore, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland,
Syrian Arab |&public, Thailand, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian
Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
Uni ted Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay .
Venezuela, viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, «aire, Zambia, Zimbabwe

None

aus tr alla, Aus tr ia, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Denmark, Finland,

Fr ance, Gambia, Germany, Federal Republic of, Greece, Iceland,
Ireland, Zsrael , Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, Nether lands, New
Zealand, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America

Draft resolution A/C.1/43/L.87 was adopted by 103 votes to none, with 26

abstentions.
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The CHAIRMAN: We turn next to draft resolution A/.1/43/L.88. This
draft resolution was introduced bythe representative of Yugoslavia at the 54th
meeting of the First Conmittee, held on 30 Novenber, and is sponsored by the
del egations of Al geria, Bangladesh, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Madagascar, Malaysia,
Paki stan, Romania, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Tunisia, Uganda and Yugoslavia. A recorded
vote has been requested.

A recorded vote wWas t aken.

In favour: Af ghani stan, Al geria, Angola, Argentina, Bahamas, Bahrain,
Bangl adesh, Barbados, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil,
Brunei Darussalam, Bul garia, Burma, Burundi, Byel orussian Sovi et
Soci al i st Republic, Canmeroon, Central African Republic, Chad,
Chile, China, Colonbia, Congo, Costa Rica, Cbte d'Ivoire, Cuba,
Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Kanpuchea, Democratic Yenen,
Djibouti, Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, German
Denocratic Republic, Ghana, Cuatermala, Quinea, Guyana, Haiti,
Honduras, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islanmc Republic of),
Iraq, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Denocratic Republic,
Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaw,
Mal aysia, Ml dives, Mali, Mexico, Mngolia, Mrocco, Mzanbique,
Nepal, N geria, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines,
Pol and, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra
Leone, Singapore, Sonmalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Surinane, Syrian
Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet
Soci alist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United
Arab Enirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Venezuel a,
Viet Nam Yenen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zanbia, Zinbabwe

Agai nst : United States of America

Abstaining: Australia, Austria, Belgium Canada, Denmark, Finland, France,
CGanbi a, CGermany, Federal Republic of, Geece, lceland, Ireland,
Israel, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zeal and,
Norway, Portugal, Spain, Swaziland, Sweden, Turkey, United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

Draft resolution A/C.1/43/L.88 was adopted-by 102 votes-to 1, with 25

abstentions,
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The CHAIRMAN: | call now on representatives wiehing to epeak in
explanation of vote or position after the decisions.

Ms. TAYLOR (United Kingdom) s | wieh to speak in ampl ifiaation of our
vote on draft resolutions A/C.1/43/L.85/Rev.1l and L.88.

My delegation abetained in the vote on draft resolution A/C.1/43/L.85/Rev.l,
"Need for a reeult-oriented political dialogue to improve the international
situation™. My delegation has partiaular reservations about paragraph 3 referring
to “the right to self-determination of peoples under oolon ial domination and
foreign occupation®. In our view, thie appears to limit the right of
self -de termina tion. Self -de trrmina tion is a continuing pr inciple and i8 not tied
to peoples freeing themselves from colonialism.

My delegation also abetained in the vote on draft resolution A/C.1/43/L,88,
“Review of the implementation of the Declaration on the Strengthening of
International Security". My delegation has partiaular reservations about the
fourteenth preambular paragraph and operative paragraph 9, linking international
peace and security and international economic relatione. We do not accept that
problem8 in international economic relations autmatically pose a threat to global
peace and security.

Mres. SECRET (France) (interpretation from French) s Because of the
importance of the subject and the objertives of draft resolution
A/C.1/43/L.84/Rev. 2, on the strengthening of regional and international peace and
security, which include in particular encouraging the peaceful settlement of
regional conflicts, my delegation felt it could juin in the consensus on its
adoption. Like the sponsor of the draft resolution, we welcome recent progress
towards the settlement of var ioue regional conflicts and the role played by the

Secretary-General in that progr ess
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(Me. Taylor, United Kingdom)

Having said this, | should add that we have some doubts about the legal
validity of some of the wording in the text. We should certainly have preferred a
less ambiguwus text , particularly with respect to operative paragraph 1. In fact,
™ delegation does not clear |y under stand the meaning and scope of "in the
implementation of agreements reached with the United Nations regarding
Pesce-keeping arrangements® (para. 1). | should note in that connection that the
new concept of "peace-keeping arr angemen ts" is difficult to tranlsate into French.

Moreover, reference i8 made in the same paragraph to “decisions of the
Security Council and the General Assembly ", My delegation bel |evee that the term

"decisions” cannot be applied in thie reeolution except to the Security Council

The CHAIRMANs We turn now to agenda i tern 73, and will take action on
draft resolution A/C.1/43/L.74/Rev.l and Corr.l. | call on representatives wishing
to explain their vote before the voting .

Mr. ABE (Japan): Japan will be voting against draft resolution
A/C.1/43/L.74/Rev.l end Corr.l for the following reasons: In carefully studying
the draft reeolution my delegation certainly appreciated the intention to promote
dialogue expressed in the text. However, we still have several reservations that
will compel us to vote againet the draft resolution.

First of all, there is the expreseion "comprehensive approach". we first
heard about a comprehensive "system", and thie has now been changed to a
compr ehens ive "approach®. We have received background papers an this concept and .
have heard that at the core of the concept is the paper by Genera&l Secretary

Gorbachev of the Soviet Union.
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(Mr. Abe, Japan)

We are still not clear how these concepts, these thoughts, are related to th is
comprehensive appr oach . That is one reason why we will vote against this draft
r esolu tion.

Secondly, it is suggested in the draft resolution that all kinds of issues
ranging from poll tical to economic, social, human rights and environmental issues
are to be dealt with by a comprehensive approach. In our view thoee specific
issues have their own specif ic United Nations organs er United Na tions associated
specialised agencies that are better fitted to deal with those issues - economic,
social, human rights or environmental. Therefore we feel that to include all those
issues under one umbrella might open the possibility of introducing an unnecessary
politicisation of those specific issues.

Thirdly, there is mention of the strengthening of the United Nations system in
the draft resolution or in the background papers associated with the draft
resolution. We feel that those specific suggestions for strengthening the United
Nations should be dealt with in the specific forum best fitted to consider each
suggestion, be that the Sixth Committee, the Second Committee, the Third Committee,
or another. We feel that is a more realistic and practical approach. For these
reasons we shall vote against the draft resolution.

Mr. OKUN (United States of America): The United States will vote "no" on
draft resolution A/C.1/43/L.74/Rev.1l and Corr.l, the draft resolution on a
comprehensive sys tern of in terna t ional peace and securi ty. On 28 November in this
Committee Ambassador Walters presented our detailed concerns about this draft
resolution and t shall not belabour the point on this encasion. | must simply note
that we remain concerned that the current text as written and explained by its
sponsors will undermine existing and effective Charter arrangements. The language

of the draft resolution remains vague and open to many interpretations. The
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possible implications of the draft resolution remain sweeping. It remains unclear
what problem the eponeore wieh to correct,

The United States is prepared to engage in a w Me-ranging dialogue with other
Members of the Organisation in aonsidering waye to improve operations under the
Charter , We are in fact engaged in such an undertaking at this very moment in
appropr late committees . When the eponeore of the draft reeolution under
consideration choose to submit their concrete ideas to the relevant bodies of the
United Nations for study they will find the United States a ready and willing
partner in conducting the ser ious business of this institution. One of the ma jor
reasons we feel obliged to vote against the current draft resolution is that we
bel ieve its acceptance will only impede the effort to engage in such useful and
practical work.

Finally, a spirit of mutual accommodation and compromise on the part of all
Members of the Organisation is necessary if such a dialogue is to succeed. The
United States approached the sponsors of this draft resolution, made concrete
suggestions for improvements in its language and indicated a desire to work towards
a serious consideration of the issues involved. | regret to say that our overture
did not meet with any response from the sponsors and, consequently, we were unable
to alter our view of the dangers of tnis draft resolution, The United states
continues to believe that a meaningful and useful dialogue on international
security issues is important, necessary and possible. We remain ready to engage in
such discussions when there are serious proposals to consider.

Mr. CHAQON (Costa Rica) (interpretation from Spanish)s My delegation
voted in favour of the draft resolution that gave rise to resolutinn 41/92
“Establishment of a comprehensive system of international peace and security”.

That ini tiative was aimed at strengthening, not weakenina the Charter of the United
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Nations and that is why we voted in favour of it. A year later our position

changed when the Fir s¢ Committee considered the draft resolution that became
tesolution 42/93, which bore the same title.

We completely changed our stand during the forty-eecond session because we
felt that the text contained an easential contradiction. There waa a difference Of
purpose between the preambular paragraphs and the operative paragrapha. In the
preambular paragraphs the draft resolution gave ua pr ineciples which our country
could immediately accept since they were aimed at rtrengthening and supporting the
Charter and varioua bodies within the United Nations in the area of international
security. In the ope:ative paragraphs, on the contrary, the draft reaolution would
have obliged ua to take a number of decisions tending to revise or reform the
United Nations Charter.

Last year on 25 November, in explanation of vote, we said that Costa Rica was
not prepared to support s« proposal similar to the proposal that was to be found in
the second part of the earlier draft reaolution. We believe that the Charter of
the United Nations remains valid in all its aspects, in spite of the real or
imagined deficiencies it might be aoccused of having. We believe that all Member
States of the Organization have an obligation to respect the tenets of this key
document and to make a daily reality of the principlea embodied in it by those who
drafted and inspired it.

We saw that the reforms suggested would create machinery parallel to the
United Nations. For that reason we felt it was not deeirable to begin to
strengthen a trend aimed ultimately at replacing the Charter, neutralizing it, or
weakening it. For these and other reasons we voted against that draft resolution.

Today we have before us a new draft resolution on agenda item 73 entitled
"Comprehens ive approach to strengthening international peace and security in

accordance with the Charter of the United Nations”. The new proposal shows cer ta in
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basic changes which we have to take into account in taking a position. With the
change of name we now no longer have anything but an approach. That is a step
forward towards taking up the matter from a different perspective, the perspective
that 18 offered in fact by the United Nations Charter. Secondly, this text is much
clearer and more precise. It dispels the doubts that were in our mind last year.
As we requested, it refers explicitly to the Charter of the United Nations not only
in the preambular paragraphs but alaso in the operative paragraphs. We believe that
now we no longer have the grounds we had for rejecting the earlier draft.

Thirdly, the new draft reeolution emphasizes the role and effectiveness of the
United Nations in the area of international security. Our delegation will
therefore vote this year in favour of the draft resolution. We will do 8o en the
understanding that the draft resolution under discussion is based on j,00d faith and
is not designed in any way to weaken the Charter of the United Nations. For that
reason we leave open the possibility that in future we might change our position if

the intentions behind draft resolutions similar to these change.
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The CHAIRMAN: The Committee will nw take action on draft resolution

A/C.1/43/L,74/Rev.l and corr.l.

The draft resolution was introduced by the representative of the Union of

Soviet Socialist Republics at the 47th meeting of the First Committee and has the

follow ing sponsor ss Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,

Czechoslovak |a, German Democratic Republic, Hungary, Lao People 's Democratic

Republic, Madagascar , Mongol ia, Poland, Romania, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist

Republic, Union of Swiet Socialist Republics and viet Nam.

A recorded vote has been requested.

A recorded vote -was taken.

In favour

mt:
Abstaining:

Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Australia, Austria,
Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladeeh, Barbados, Bhutan, Bolivia,
Botswana, Br az i1 | Bulgar ia, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Boviet
Socialist Republic, Canada, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba,
Cyprus » Czechoslovakia, Democr atic Yemen, Ecuador | Egypt,
Ethiopia, Finland, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Cuinea,
Guyana, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of),
Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Libyan
Arab Jamahir iya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mexico,
Mongol ia, Mozambique, Nepal, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Jman,
Panama, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Romania, Saudi Arabia,
Singapore, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Syrian Arab
Republic, Thailand, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet
Social ist & public, Union of Swiet Socialist Pepublics, United
Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Venezuela, Viet Nam,
Yemen, Yugoslav ia, 7a ire, 2amb ia, Zimbabwe

Japan, United States of America

Belgium, Brunei Darussalam, Central African Republic, Chad,
Chile, China, Cdte d'1voire, Denmark, Fiji, France, Gabon,
Gambia, Germany, Federal Republic of, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti,
Hondur as, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Kenya, Lesotho,
Liber ia, Luxembourg, Malawi, Morocco, Ne ther lands, Fak istan,
Portugal, Rwanda, €enegal, Sierra Leone, Spain, Suriname,
Swaziland, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, Uruguay

Draft resolution A/C.1/43/L. 74/Rev.l and Corr .1 waa adopted by 83 votes to 2,

wfth 39 abstentions.
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The CHAIRMAN; | shall now call upon those delegations who wish to

explain their vote on the draft resolution just adopted.

Me. FISCHER (Uruguay) (interpretation from Spanish) s To explain our
abatention, we wish to say that at the last two sessions Uruguay voted in favour of
the initiative that underlies draft resolution A/C.1/43/L.74/Rev.1. We entered the
clear reservation, however, that we would be following very closely future
developments in regard to that draft resolution.

Our understanding was that the functioning of international peace and security
Wouid not be changed, that the manner in which such problems were treated would not
be subject to new approaches. We said that we felt that all States of the
international community should work together in that area. Because of their
greater influence and decision-making authority, the permanent members of the
Security Council ahould act in concert and should not discharge their obligations
in a competitive manner, a point that we had made earlier.

We continue to believe that differences of opinion work against the effective
strengthening of international peace and security for which we hope. It should be
achieved through political co-operation, a meeting of the minds, when consensus is
absent.

The report of the Secretary~General on this subject concluded that, as a
result of the exchange of opinions between States, it was clear that further
deliberations and consultations should take place in order to bring about a greater
understanding and a broader consensus in reqard to the concept of international
security and the work of the United Nations as a whole.

During the debate that has ended today, we followed very closely the efforts
being made by the sponsors, in particular the efforts of one of the permanent
members of the Security Council who, through the draft resolution being promoted,

had repeated its desire to ‘implement the provisions of international law. That
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delegation, in its various etatemente, ha8 made cone tructive proposals to
strengthen the comprehensive system of international peace and secur ity. Our
interpretation is that it 48 a public commitment to work in keeping with the
comprehensive system and we welcome that demonstration of political will.

We have also closely followed the arguments of those delegations that have
made a point Of saying that, at the very moment when the United Nations seems to be
growing stronger because principle8 are being observed and when a number of
international oconflicts are moving towards a peaceful settlement through the
implementation of the United Nations machinery of collective security, it would not
be appropriate to change the approdach on which that progress is based.

Interpreting both of those positions, we helieve that confrontation may stand
in the way of a consensus, and that doe8 af fect the positions of the member 8 of the
Security Council. We realize that, quite aside from the fact that a majority might
be willing to go along with the new text, current differences of opinion are
unlikely to lead to the kind of political co-operation that would s trengthen the
comprehensive system of international peace and security. We must acknowledge the
sponsors ' efforts to accept and incorporate in a flexible manner the objections
that were raised, and we recognize their efforts to bring about broad acceptance
for the text.

However, the delegation of Uruguay, which has been carefully following that
initiative ever since it was taken, believe8 that we must not adopt the text solely
on the basis of its merits without relating those merits to it8 origins and
political mtivations, especially not during this, the third year in which the
matter is being considered in the General Assembly.

For any State, especially for small States, it is essential to define what

course of action is being taken. It is essential to make one’s commitment clear
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whenever a decision regarding collective international security is adopted. The
present text, though it doe8 ensure a broader basis of acceptance, does not succeed
in dispelling doubt8 and misgivings regarding the direction of effort8 and future
actions that will be taken in keeping with the baaie tenets of the draft
resolution. The bas is for a comprehens ive eye tern of in terns tional secur ity could ,
if not properly followed, lead to an eroeion of the bas ie¢ tenet8 of the Charter.
Uruguay believes that the document is a fundamental and irreplaceable instrument
for the preservation of international peace and security.

That is the message we wan ted to send with our abr ten t ion.

Mr o FAIMY (Bgypt)s | should like to explain my delegation’8 vote on
draft resolution A/C.1/43/L.74/Rev.l and corrigendum 1.

Last year, Egypt abstained on resolution 42/93, which in essence dealt with
the same subject. We indicated at that time that we had abstained because there
remained element8 of that draft resolution that were not clear to us, and because,
those ambiguities notwithstanding, the draft resolution wae implicitly endorsing
the need to establish a new system of security, the one suggested being

*compr ehensive"” .
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We also indicated that we would contribute toany constructive di al ogue on the
ideas suggested, butcould only conmit ourselves to a new system aftes full and
optinum use had been aade of the present collective security systemenvisaged in
the Charter and an assessnent reached that further elenents had to be agreed upon
to enhance that sys tern.

This year, draft resolution A/C.1/43/L.74/Rev.l and Cor:.l, which is nuch nore
succinct than last year’'s and | ess anbitious, provides for a dialogu? on the
concepts or approach w thout prejudicing any particular position. W therefore
voted in favour of this years's draft resolution.

| woul d, however, like to enphasize that in voting in favour of the draft
resolution we conmt ourselves only to a constructive dialogue on the subject, the
same conmitnent we made |ast year. Qur position has not changed; the |anguage and
content of the draft has.

W view the whole process as a modality for inproving the effectiveness of the
Uni ted Nations and, if necessary, its Charter. \We- are ready to discuss and
exchange ideas. W are not,however, at least at this stage, committed to any new
approach or system

The sponsorsof the draft resolution have made reference to the ai de mémoire
or menorandum distributed explaining this proposal. | muststats clearly and
frankly that we have commtted ourselves here to enter a dialogue. W do not,
however, endorse the memorandum \Vhile some of its parts are acceptable, others,
frankly, are objectionable. W shall address these issues as, . . 2en,and where
appropriate and interject our own ideas as well.

The issues involved in the draft resolution are very complex and have
inplications for many aspects of our work, particularly within the United Nations

sys tern. They will not receive appropriate consideration if thedraft resolution
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continues to generate a divisive attitude within the Conmittee. Wthout in any
way i mpinging upon the right of anydelegation to present draft resolutions to this
or any other Committee, | would like to express the hope that future draft
resolutions, if and when presented, takeinto account, both in their content and
timing, that this is an issue which will need w de-ranging discussions and may
require some time to settle.

Finally, | would beremss if | concluded without expressing nmy delegation’s
sincer e appreciation to the sponsors for the efforts they have tide to take into
account our concerns and proposals as well as those of other delegations.

t-2 . NOREEN (Sweden) s+ Sweden voted in favour of draft resolution
A/C.1/43/L.74/Rev.1l and Corr.l. | should |ike to summarize some fundamental
concerns which have guided Sweden in its consideration of the draft resolution.

The United Nations- and its Charter already offer principles for the conduct of
international relations and the machinery for co-operation between States. They
Offer every nation an opportunity to participate in the work for peace and a better
future . W would 1 ive in a nuch safer world if all States 1 ived up to their
commitments under the Charter and conplied with its clear and unanbi guous

proov is ions.

My delegation recognizes that considerable inmprovenents have been nade in the
text since last year’'s consideration of the question zrd we appreciate the
flexibility shown by thesponsors. W are particularly satisfied to note the
connection to the Charter #at has been made with regard to a conprehensive
approach to strengthening international peace and security, since the Charter

contains the basic principles for the attainment of such a noble aim
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As my delega tion has stated before, it is not the United Na tiona that hae n. ¢
lived up to us. It is we who havs not 1 ived up to the ideals of the United
Nations. At the same time my delegation regret8 that at least one element remaina
in the draft resolution which ocontinues to causa probl.#s for ua. We do not share
the view that non-interference is a generally recognized principle. The recognized
norm is non-intervention. However, we are plessed to note from the main sponsor of
the draft resolution that we can foresee a change in this regard in next year's

draft resolution under the same item.

Mr. ANDERSEN (Iceland) s Iceland abstained on draft reaolution

A/C.1/43/L.74/Rev.1 and Corr.l on the grounds that we do not consider it necessary
tO amend or review the United Nations Charter. ©On the contrary, It is our view
that the recent successes of the United Nations have born out the abiding validity
and effectiveness of the current systew.

Mr; VRAALSEN (Norway) t My ¢ ilegation voted in favour of draft resolution

A/C.1/43/L.74/Rev.1l and Corr .1 entitled "Comprehensive approach to strengthening
international peace and secur ity in accordance with the Charter of the United
Nav.~ns",

This year 'a draft has been significantly improved compared to previous texts

and my delegation appreciates the fact that the sponsors have met all the major

concerns expressed,

We consider the draft reeolution an appeal tu all Member States to do their
utmost to strengthen multilateral co-operation within the framework of the United
Nations and to make every effort to promote international peace and security on the
basis of, and in accordance with, the Charter

As to specific suggestions and proposals, it is our firm position that these

must b2 considered in the appropr iate United Na tions forums.
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Dame Ann  MERCUS (New Zealand) s New Zealand voted in favour of the draft
resolution contained in document A/C.1/43/L.74/Rev.l and Corr.l. We agree with its
central thesis. In our view, the United Nations Charter is the fundamental and
irreplaceable mechanism for the preservation of international peace and security.
Tha United Nations ha8 demonstrated it8 effactiveness in helping to resolve a
number of ser ious international situations. New Zealand believes the t if all
states commit themselvee to working within the present United Nations system and to
strengthening existing United Nations processes, solutions can be found to the
international problems raised in the draft resolution.

Acoordingly, New Zealand doubt8 that there is a continuing requirement for a
draft resolution such a0 this to be adopted each year by the General Assembly. We
therefore consider that the sponsors of the draft resolution would be performing &
more useful service to the Organization if they channelled their energies into
those arrangements already in existence to enhance the United Nations, such as the

Charter review process, rather than continuing to put forward draft resolutions

duplicating current work.
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Mr. SAINT-PHARD (Haiti) (interpretation from French)s My delegation

wishes to express it 8 reservations about the need for draft resolution
A/C. 1/43/L. 74/Rev .1 and the relevant corrigendum, on which we abstained. My

delegation remains unconvinced of the need to do anything which would even suqgest
that we were calling into question the very basis of the Charter and the machinery
it has provided us with so far for a trengthening the role of the Uni ted Nations,

par ticularly within the context of the success of our Organization in 1980.

Mr. RODEZNO FUENTES (Honduras) (interpretation from Spanish)s My

delegation abstained in the vote on draft reeolution A/C.1/43/L. 74/Rev.l and
Corr .1, bear ing in mind { ts purposes.

First, we regard as positive the appeal to increase dialogue in order to
strengthen international peace and security, as well as the appeal to coun tr ies to
adhere to the pr inciples of international law. But we had doubts about the
intentions behind a comprehensive approach to Strengthening international peace and
security, which would give rise to certain changes in the Charter. We appreciate
the efforts of the sponsors to eliminate a number of ideas which it would have been
difficult for us to accept,

The CHAIRMAN: We have now concluded our action on agenda items 71, 72

and 73.
STATEMENT BY THE SECRETARY OF THE COMMITTEE

Mr. KHERADI (Secretary of the Committee)s | wish to draw the Commi ttee 's
attention to conference room paper A/C.1/43/CRP.1, dated 29 November 1988, which
provides a summary of programme budget implications for the bienniums 1988-1989 and
1990-1991 resulting from draft resolutions or draft decisions adopted by the First
committee during the forty-third session of the General Assembly. This paper has
been submitted in accordance with rule 154 of the rules of procedure of the General

Assembly.
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CONCLUS ION OF THE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE

The CHATRMANY The representative of Cameroon hae asked to speak, but |

am in a dilemma, as some representatives who are waiting to make brief remarks have
informed me they have a very tight schedule and wish to proceed. Perhaps the
represents t ive of Cameroon would kindly allow me to proceed with the scheduled
statements, and then | ehall of course return to him at the earliest possible
moment. Is that acceptable to the representative of Cameroon?

Mr. ENQ@ (Cameroon) | The Cameroon delegation would not wish to delay our
work, Mr, Chairman, but | think that the time you have taken to explain all this
could have been used to complete the comment | want to make. |If the delegations
scheduled to epeak are to epeak on a geographical bas is to congratulate you, Sir »
on the work you have done, | think it would be more appropriate if | spoke before
them. But if they are making general comments about the Committee’s work as
individual delegations, | shall defer to them.

The CHAIRMAN: | cannot be certain of the content of the statements, but

that is a normal way of concluding our business. | expect that the delegations on
my lie t will be making some oommen ts about the Committee’s work. That i8 what | am
interested in hearing. | would again api al to the representative of Cameroon to
allos me to proceed, and | shall return to him.

Mr. GARCIA ROBLES (Mexico) (interpretation from Spanish)s Without

wishing to delay the statements to be made shortly by the Chairmen of the various
regional groups in expressing to you, 8ir, our appreciation, which you have earned,
Of your efficient and devoted wor k as Chairman of the Committee, | should like
again to refer to the subject about which | spoke at the beginning of the general
debate on diearmament questions = the cessation of all nuclear tests.

The Committee will recall, that on that occasion | referred to the amendments

proposed by six States parties on the twenty-fifth anniversary of the conclusion
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of the Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Quter Space and
Under Water to make it a comprehensive test-ban treaty.

For my delegation and the other sponsor8 of draft resolution A/C.1/43/L.23 =
Indonesia, Peru, Sri Lanka, Venezuela and Yugoelavia = it is a source of great
satisfaction that the draft resolution was adopted with 108 vote8 in favour. That
vote reflecte the broad support of the international community for the proposal to
convert the Moscow treaty in to a treaty canpletely banning nuclear tests.

| wish to conclude by giving figure8 showing similar support. fTIwen ty-seven
S8ta tee have now communicated to the depoei tary State8 their eupport for this
initiative. The support of only 12 more is needed to make mandatory the wnvening

of a conference to revise the Treaty.

Mr . BELONOGOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from

Russian) ¢+ | have the honour to speak today as Chairman of the Group of Eastern
hropean States as the First Committee concludes its wnsideration of the
disarmament and international security questions entrusted to us.

At this, the forty-third, session of the General Assembly the Committee's work
has been helped, a8 never before, by the political climate created by positive
trends in real disarmament and the strengthening of international security, in

which steady progress is being made.
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We have in fact moved into a more peaceful period, and we have done so,
essentially, because the representatives of an overwhelming number of countries are
now determined to change the world for the bet ter, to learn peaceful coexistence,
to |earn and understand mutual co-operation. Those trends have unquestionably had
an impact on the First Committee's work, which has proceeded in a tranquil and
businesslike atmosphere.

We note with great satisfaction that this year there ha8 been a notable
determination to reach agreement through consensus and to engage in a constructive
and engaged dialogue on all the agenda items assigned to us = question8 dealing
with disarmament, the strengthening of international security and problems
concerning Antarctica. As a result the number of draft resolutions and decisions
adopted by consensus has increased. We believe that those decisions are
wmplementary measures that will build confidence in United Nations activities and
in the role of the United Nations in today‘'s world.

On behalf of the Eastern European countr ies | would like to express our deep
appreciation to the Chairman of the Pirst Committee, the Ambassador of Canada, for
the creative work he has accomplished with such talent and for the professional way
he ha8 guided our deliberations, which has played a large part in helping the
Committee to ach ieve 8uch posi tive results.

| should also 1 Ike to thank the other offioere of the Commi ttee, as well as
the Under-Secre tary-Gener als, Mr. Akashi and Mr. Safronchuk for their support. We
are grateful to Mr. Kheradf, the Secretary of the Committee, as well as to the
other members of the Secretariat and to the interpreters, who have been 80 helpful
in our work.

In conclusion, | should like to express the conviction that the trend towards

taking a new approach to the activities of our Organisation is based on the search
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for balance between the var {ous intereete of Member States wi thout prejudice to
their national interests. \We trust that that trend will continue to grow stronger
in the future, and that the United Nations will thereby be led to new dimension8 of
aotivi ty.

Once again, Mr. Chairman, | should 1 |ke to thauk you and to wish you every
success in your future activities.

Mr. SHARMA (Nepal)s On behalf of the Chairman of the Group of Aslan

States, | have the honour to express our collective appreciation to you, Mr.
Chairman, for the Sk ill and wisdom with which you have guided the work of thie
important Committee to a successful ooncluaion. Our expression of thankg goes
beyond the formalities, for you have earned the esteem of the Asian Group both a8
an outstanding diplomat and as the repreeentative of your great country, Canada,
which i8 highly regarded for its commitment to the process of arms control and
disarmament. The Committee has benefited immensely from your rich experience and
underetanding of the issues. Your total commitment to the rwsponsibility placed
upon you was evident from your wide-ranging consul ta tions as well ae the
rationalization of the committee’s work. Your organization of wort made possible a
record attendance and probably a record number of Speakers to express their views
in a well-structured debate. Similarly, the programme of work provided more time
for consul ta t ions on draf t r esolu t ions, as is evident from the mergers of quite a
few of them on important item6 and the adoption of a substantial number of draft
resolution8 without a vote. The impartiality and authority with which you guided
our work and the thoroughly professional attitude you brought to the Committee will
be long remembered.

| should also like to place on record our appreciation to other officers of

the Committee, to our Vice-Chairmen, Ambassador Luvasandor | iin Bayar t of Mongol ia
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and Mr. Vik tor Bat iouk of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, as well as to
Mr. Virgilio Reyes of the Philippines, our Rapporteur = Qur appreciation goes also
to Mr. Yasushi Akashi, Under-Secretary-General in the Department for Disarmament
Affairs, to Mr. vasiliy Safronchuk, under-Secretary-General in the Department of
Political and Security Council Affairs and to Mr. Carl-August Fleischhauer,
Under-Secretary-General and Legal Coursel, who were always ready to place their
knowledge and expertise at the service of the Committee.

We should also 1 ike to thank the Secretary of the Committee,

Mr. Sohrab Kheradi, and his able and efficient colleagues from the Secretariat, who
have dpared no efforts in aasisting the Committee. The interpreters, the personnel
of the Department of Public Information and the conference officials have all
earned our deep gratitude for a job done in an admirable manner.

We have dealt with some of the most crucial issues of our times disarmament
and security. The unprecedented opportunity offered by the improvement in
East-West relations and the accompliehmente of the United Nations in the
alleviation of regional conflicts have generated a strong sense of optimism for
substantial progreee in the arms limitation and disarmament agenda. The debate
this year refleated that optimism, as well as a high degree of mutual respect and
tolerance. \We hope that those positive developments will serve to advance the
disarmament and security agenda in a meaningful way in the years to corm.

May | again express to you, Mr. Chairman, our deep gratitude on behalf of the
Group of Asian States.

Mr. KIBIDI (zaire) (interpretation from French) + Mr. Chairman on behalf
of the Chairman of the Group of African States for the month of November ,
Mr. Bagben i Ade i to Nzengeya, 1 should like to say what a pleasure it has been to

work with you during this session. We also congratulate all the other officers of
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the Committee on the splendid job they have done, as well as the members of the
Secr etar iat, par ticularly Mr. Akaehi, Under-Secretary-General in the Department for
Disarmament Affairs. We also thank the interpreters and technical staff who have
assisted you in the performance of your duties.

The work of the First Committee has been performed this year in an atmosphere
of tolerance and progress, evidence of the political will of States and their
determination to reverse negative trends and eliminate the crises in international
relatione. The world seems to moving slawly towards one in which disarmament will
no longer be a dream, but a reality.

I must, however, express our regret at the fact that the question of South
Africa's nuclear capability was not taken up by the whole of the international
community in a spir it of condemnation of the system of apartheid. However, we are
not discouraged , convinced as we are that we can count on the good will of all and
that, in the end, the threat the apartheid rdgime poses for the whole of the
African continent will be removed.

We also regret that all delegations did not give equal weight to consideration
of the question of Antarctica. We believe that the United Nations should Play a
paramount role in questions concerning the Antarctic Treaty.

Africa, like all other regions of the world, has great expectations of
multi |ateral dialogue on disarmament issues. Africa does not have any nuclear
weapons, and we would 1 ike to move towards economic and social development in a
climate of peace and international aecutity that would guarantee progress and

independence.



M™B/6 A/C.1/43/PV.54
46

(Mr. Kibidl, Zaire)

Therefore it 18 with great pleasure that the African Group has viewed the ever
more palpable proqrees that has been reoorded not only in relation8 between the
Soviet Union and the United States but also in rela tions among all other members of
the international community as we move towards the objectives of the United Nations
Charter .

The CHAIRMANs | call on the representative of El Salvador,

Mr. Melendez Barahona, who will speak on behalf of the Chairman of the Group of
Latin Amer ican and Caribbean Sta tee.

Mr. MELENDEZ BARAHONA (El Salvador) (interpretation from Spanish) I Aswe

come to the end of the work of the First Committee | am pleaeed to express to you,

Mr. Chairman, on behalf of the ooun tr ies of Latin Amer ica and the caribbean our
most Sincere congratulations on the skilful and excellent manner in which you have
conducted proceedings during the current session of the General Assembly. The
efficiency, punctuality and order that you have brought to the work of the First
Committee is a reflection of your experience, your skill and your knowledge of the
very canplex , sensitive and difficult issues being considered by the Organization.
Thanks to your influence we have satisfactorily completed consideration of the
various 1 tems on the agenda and have done so on time.

Our congratulations also go to the Vice-Chairmen and the Rapporteur of the
Committee for the co~operation they have provided throughout the debate.

The La tin Amer ican and Car ibbean Group wishes to express to you, Sir, { ta
appreciation of your interest in regional issues. vyou have shown this by
supporting the initiatives of the delegations that belong to our regional group.
We express our appreciation to Mr. Akashi, Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament
Affairs, Mr. Kheradi , Secretary of the Committee, and to all the support group for

their efficiency and co-operation in the work of the Committee.
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W also express our appreciation for the co-operation provided by the

Secretary-CGeneral and extend our thanks to the translation services.

The work of the Committee during the present session showed nore karmony and
under standing. There was a greater degree of co-operation and, therefore, we
increased the number of draft resolutions adopted by consensus. A number of
del egations have reaffirmed the trend towards greater co-operation and the tendency
to support and strengthen multilateralism in keeping with the purposes and
principles of the United Nations Charter. W hope that in future this trend will
continue and the co-operation shown in this area will also be seen in the search
for greater rationalization of the work of the Committee, which we feel should take
pl ace over the short term, on condition that this rationalisation should not be
understood as a limitation on initiatives that all States have the right to take in
defence of their legitimate interests.

The CHATRMAN: | call on the representative of Bel gium
M. Michel Servais, who will speak on behalf of the Chairman of the Goup of
Western European and other States.

M. SERVAIS (Belgium) (interpretation from French): After hearing what
the Chairnmen of the other Goups have said it is very difficult to be original. On
behal f of the countries of the Goup of Wstern European and other States, it is ny
honour and pleasant duty to express to you, Sir, the deep appreciation and sincere
congratul ations of our Goup on the exenplary manner in which you have conducted
proceedings in the First Conmttee. your patience, your experience and your
dedi cation, sooften tested, have never been found wanting, and thanks to your

constant efforts the First Conmittee has conpleted its work on tine.
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Qur appreciation and congratulations go sinilarly to the other officers of the
Committee and to all the nenbers of the Secretariat. Wthout their dedication and
their conpetence we would most surely not have been able to attain our objectives.

The- CHAI RVAN: | now call on the representstive of Jordan,

Dr. Khalid Cheidat, Chairman of the Goup of Arab States.

Mr. - CBEIDAT (Jordan) (interpretation from Arabic): | have the honour to
address you, Sir, as we conclude the inportant work of the Committee, in the nane
of the Arab Group, as the Hashenite Kingdom of Jordan is the Chairman of the Arab
Goup for this month.

O all the work of the United Nations the work of the First Conmittee is of
paramount inportance since it deals with international security and disarnmanent.
International security and disarnmanent are two issues in which the entire
international community has a stake. The production and deployment of increasingly
sophi sticated and destructive weapons jeopardize equal |y all peoples and nations,
large or small, strong or weak. Hence it is essential for all States and peoples
to participate in disarmament and international security issues. The |arge number
of draft resolutions which the Cormittee has had to deal with, together with their
profundity and significance, are proof of the great responsibility it shoul ders.

Acting on these draft resolutions in a smooth and able manner and in
accordance with the time-frame established testifies to the co-operation anong t he
various groups and delegations in the Conmittee. Moreover, the Committee has shown
interest in putting forward proposals and recommendations ai ned at improvingits
effectiveness in future. W cincerely hope that the international comunity will

display the political will wnducive to the inplementation of the draft resolutions

adopted by the Comittee.
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By virtue of your ability, expertise and perseverancy, Sir, you have wisely
steered the wark of the Committee t0o a successful conclusion., The Arab Group
wishes to express to you its appreciation of your efforts. It also asks you tO
oonvey it8 appreciation and ti.anks t0 the Under-Secretary-General, the two
Vice-Chairmen, the Rapporteur and his colleagues from the Secretar iat , the
eimultaneoue interpretere, translators, conference services etaff, teahniciane and
all those who have oontr ibu ted to our work.

The CHAIRMANsY | indicated earlier to the representative of Cameroon,

ambassador Engo, that | should be pleaeed to call on him. | think he knows that
when ha raised this question on Monday | expressed considerable sympathy with the
dilemma that had been created and in order to ensure that Ambassador Engo would
receive full satisfaction within the paramatere of the rules of the United Nations
| requested the Department of Conference Serviwes t0o do even further research so

that the representative of Cameroon and | = and | think all the members of the

Commi t tee = could benefit from an examination of this question.
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| believe that this research has been done as | had requested and that it
would be helpful for the Committee to hava the benefit of the views expressad by
the Department of Conference 8ervices, which is the body respons ible for the
publication of the verbatim and other records of the Committee, which is in wEfect
beyond the control of the First Committee itself.

In introducing the item, as requested by Mr. Engo, | should now like to aek
Mr. George Patterson, Director and Chief Editor of the Editorial and Official
Records Divieion of the Department of Conference Services, to eay a word concerning
the request I had conveyed to the Department for further research on the matter

Mr. PATTERSON (Director and Chief Editor, Bditoriul and Official Records

Divieion, Department of Conference Services) ¢+ | have the honour to reply on behalf
of the Department of Conference Services to the questions raised by the
representative of Cameroon in the Committee's meeting of 28 November.

The First Committee and the Special Political Committee are the only Main
Committees of the General Assembly which have verbatim records. Subsidiary organs
of the General Assembly also entitled to verbatim records are listed in the note by

the Ssecretary-General on the control and limitation of documentation, A/INF/43/1 of

20 May 1988.

| know of no case in which, in the preparation of verbatim records for those
bodies as well as for the plenary meetings of the General Assembly, there have been
exceptions to the principle that verbatim records include only statements actually
made at meetings and do not include any additional written material.

As stated in the document Information for Delegations, verbatim records cover

the proceedings of a meeting in_exteneo and are limited to what is actually said.
If any Portion of a written statement is not actually read at meetings, it will not

appear in the text of the relevant record. Corrections to verbatim records are
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limited to erroxs and omissions in the reaording of statements as actually
delivered. When a request is submitted for a correction, a check is made against
the sound reaording of the relevant statement -

The practice of limiting verbatim records to what was actually said in
meetings was endorsel by the General Assembly in its resolution 2837 (XXVI) of
17 December 1971, approving the oonclue ions of the Special Commi ttee on the

Rationalization of the Procedures and Organisation of the General Assembly. The

text of those conclusions is included as annex V in the Rules of Procedure of the
General Assembly .
The Special Committee considered propoeale for the submission of written

sta tements to be included in the records of plenary meetings, and concluded that %

‘The eubmieeion of written statements should not be formally instituted

with regard to the general debate.” (A/520/Rev.l5, annex V, para. 49)

The Under-Secretary-General for Political and General Assembly Affairs drew
attention to that decision in writing to the Permanent Representative of Tunisia in
January 1973 to explain why written mater ial submitted by the representative and
referred to in his speech in the General Assembly had not been included as an
addition to the verbatim record of the meeting in question, That letter was
circulated as a General Assembly document, A/9042 of 9 February 1973, in order that
the clarification might be of service if a similar case should arise in the future.

An excepticm to the rule that verbatim records include only statements
actually made during the meetings would set a precedent leading to further
exceptions that could affect the integrity of the verbatim records. It would make
more difficult the proper understanding of the basis upon which decisions or
resolutions were adopted. It would crea te complica tions wi th respect to the

exercise of the right of reply. In addition, it would give rise to a number of
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technical diffioulties, not to mention finaucial implications in the preparation

and ieeuance of meeting r ecords,

Conasiderations such as those led the Special Comnittee to recommend againet
inclusion of written statements in verbatim records, The Secretariat has
eteadfaetly upheld the principle adopted by the Qeneral Assembly that written
etatemente not actually epoken should not be incorporated into the verbatim records
of a meeting.

| hope that the above information provides the clarification sought. This
should not in any sense be considered as unwill ingness on the part of the
Secretariat to co-operate with delegates or as a refusal to permit a representative
to express the views of his or her Government. Please be assured hat the
Secretariat seeks to act in accordance with guidelines established by the General
Assembly in the best interes ts of the Organ iza tion as a whole. Our intention is to
do our utmost to facilitate the conduct of meetings of the General Assembly, its
Main Committees and eubeidiary bodies.

Mr. ENQ (Cameroon) + | wish £iest of all to thank the representative of
the Department of Conference Services for the statement, which | believe e has
written with great care in order to justify the actions that have been taken.

| should like first to observe that. the Organization is experiencing a
financial cr is is. It had been the hope of my delegation that we would not spend
time, energy and the paper on which a lot of explanations have beer written,
including letters addreesed to my delegation, which will have ser ious financial
consequances.,

| heard very clearly what the representative of the Secretariat has said. 7
should like first to say that our query went strictly to his Department and not to
the entire Secretariat. | would like to make it =*«ar that we have received full

co-operation from other sectors of the Secretariat.
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| am very delighted to hear that, in spite of everything he said, the
consideration does not include errors and omissions. The issue that we were
addressing is not the right or the wish of the Cameroon delegation to insert a new
text, to presert a text that it has not read or that it intends even to amend a
text, The question {8 that the Cameroon lan delegation announced that, in fact, the
text that was already in the hands of the Secretariat and of the author ities in the
Committee had not been reed in full beaauee it was not des irable to read it in the

particular form in which it was,
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At that stage,. the Searetariat made no comment about whether Or not this would be
proper. We had announced that we would send the full text from our delegation to
confirm what the Searetariat already had, so with all the respect | have for the
tenacity and dedication of the Secretariat the Department of Conference 8ervices, |
do not believe that the answer we have been given addreases the syicifics of this
case.

However, | want to remind our fr iends in the Secretariat that their duty is to
facilitate, not block, our work. In this partiaular instance, if steps had been
taken at that time to inform the cameroon delegation that they would prefer that we
read the missing page 7, we ould gladly have ¢we SO on the same day because they
had a copy and we did not have a copy because the speech was handed in lees than
two minutes before we took the floov in order to comply with the Chairman's wishes.

we uawve gone through this proceas of letter-writing and so on, which is a very
unpleasant experience and, as | said last time, a bitter pill to swallow. But |
would like to remind our colleagues that the objective of the decision mentioned
and of the discourse that eneued is to avoid a situation in which a delegation has
spoken and then comes back to the sSecretariat to present a different case. as you
have correctly pointed out, it would be difficult in respect of the exercise of the
right of reply. However, that is not the situation here. The situation here is
merely that some unfortunate incident had happened under the preeeure of work of
the Conittee, and the delegation offered to submit it the same hour as the speech
was made.

In future, in order to avoid all this unpleasantness, I would suggest - and |
only can suggest, | cannot dictate, to you just like the Secretar iu* cannot dictate
to us - that contacts should be made with the delegation concerned. | can say that
the Secretariat has not talked to me on this issue from that office and | feel sure

that we would have saved money, time and unpleasantness if in fact that had been

done.
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| deeply regret that the Chairman was used to express views which | think
should in the first place have been expressed by the Secretariat, and that the
Chairman, who hae more important duties to perform, has been dragged into an
unnecessary debate. | understand that in order to save the situation, that the
Secretariat insists that we read that page to the Committee 80 that it can be
included in the record of the meeting of 28 October. | do so without prejudice to
the opinion that we hold, which is car trary to the opinion of the Secretar iat on
this issue. | do so in order to facilitiate the work of the Committee and in order
to ensure that, above all, the most important coneidera tion is that States must be
given an opportunity to state clearly what their views are, not only for their own
gratification, but for other nations to understand what they said without changing
their mind.
For that purpose, | will read out only the page concerned. Page 6 endss
“Cameroon fully sharea the concerns of these two leaders and
Mr. Mitterrand's renewed call for an increase in the role of the United
Nation@ in the etruggle againet proliferation and use of chemical weapons. We
are prepared to"
and | now begin page 71
“to join in a universal effort to elaborate a decisive convention in the
field. We look forward to participating in the proposed Parie conference on
nuclear weapons.
“It 18 our intention to join in eneur ing the adoption of a consensus
resolution on this sub ject.
“We consider that another practical step towards arms control and
disarmament is the establishment of denuclear ized zones. Non-proliferation as

provided by the NPT is impossible de facto where step8 are not taken to
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establish and guarantee the status of such zones. The threat of proliferation
in Africa remains vivid as long as the racists of South Africa continue to
=mosgess and to develop nucl ear weapons .

"We would recommend that the Disarmament Commission conclude its work cm
the denuclearization issue in Africa. Deadlocks are no solutions. Friends Of
South Africa must understand that the NPT is greatly threatened by what
appears to be hypocrisy in attempting to exempt the racist cliques.

“President Paul Biya drew attention to the real danger to peace involved
in this unfortunate situation. In the desperation to which circumstances have
driven Botha and his collaborators, the retrograde immorality and
international crime being committed there could be no guarantees either way.
The men, women and ch ildren live each passing day under a cloud, creating
uncertainty for generations to come as to the nature of the track to be trod
in building a multiracial South Africa some day.”
| sincerely hope that this will put to rest the non-issue that has become an

issue and that the text will be properly reflected. |I thank everyone for their
co-operation and the metiers of the Committee for bearing up with this undesirable
debate.

The CHAIRMAN: | thank the Department of Conference Services and
Ambaseador Engo for the spirit of co-operation which has enabled the Committee to
resolve this last outstanding question in a satisfactory manner.

The time for departure has arrived and since you have heard about 200 speeches
in the First Committee since 17 October, | wil not subject you to another.

In terminating the work of the Committee, | wish to express my very deep
thanks to everyone. It was a pleasure and an honour to be the Chairman of the
Commit tee = an honour that | shall never forget. vou made my work plcasant and the

Comnittee was productive because of the spirit of co-oper ation that marked our work.
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With regard to the first part of our agenda, on disarmament items, | felt
there were rive highlights. The first was the desire for co-operation. It was more

than the absence of confrontation. There was a very positive atmosphere and. as
one repreentative remarked, the atmosphere in the Committee today can hardly be
recognized as compared to a few years ago. That is a direct result of what you
have done and th is is in turn a reflection of the great change in the international
atmosphere. Evidence of that atmosphere was seen in the mergers. We had mergers
on very important issuess mergers on draft resolutions on the United Nations role
in verification, in outer space, in arms transfers, in a nuclear freeze and in

objective information on mil itary matters. That was cer ta inly a highlight of our

work.
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We had a consensus on 40.6 per cent of the 67 draft resolutions adopted - g
higher percentage of consensus resolutions than ever before.

Secondly, a highlight was the clear support for the Department for Disar mament
Affairs, manifested particularly in the letter from the Committee to the Chairman
of the Fifth Committee, in which we stated that support for thr Department should
be enhanced and strengthened in or&r that it should have resources commensurate
with its mandate. And we did increase the Department's mandate, particularly hy
assigning to it a number of studies. The five studies mentioned in the resolutions
adopted are the highest number of such assignments that the Firet Committee has
given to the Department. We have asked for studies on the role of the United
Nations in verification, on nuclear weapons, on arms transfers, on &
nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle Bast and on scientific and technological
developments. There is also, of course, the ongoing study cm chemical weapons .
That is L {taself a reflection of our feelings this year about the Department.

Thirdly, although varying dasgrees of priority can be assigned to all the
resolutions, | think there was common agreement that our work on chemical weapons
this year, particularly in preparing for the forthcoming Paris conference and the
consensus resolutions, will intensify the efforts nw under way to achieve a
convention banning the production of chemical weapons. We have also been able to
strengthen the Secretary-General's role in the investigation of alleged uses of
chemical weapons. The substance of our work here on chemical weapons is certainly
a centre-piece of the progress the Committee can rightly claim.

Fourthly, we still face an underlying main problem -« how multilateralism can
be effectively employed in the quest for security at lower levels of arms. In my
judgement, the relationship of multilateralism to the bilateral negotiations that
are going on still needs to be improved) the work that we are doing in enhancing

mul tila ter al ism needs continued development.
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We saw progress at the third special session of the General Assembly devoted

to disarmament, although it left room for a considerable amount of further

progress. Here in the First Commi ttee we have been able to build on that

progreee. | am only pointing out what I consider to be the chief problem the Pirst
Commit tee faces, We and our successors will face the problem of how to resolvo the
question of the appl icatinn of the pr inciples of mul tilater alism to arms limitation
and disarmament.

Filthly, we now have enough evidence tn» be able to state that there is a
historical momentum today in the fields of arms limitation and disarmament. We are
clearly making progrese. All representatives have said so ir their statements, and
| shall not repeat what they have said. There is a contradiction in that at times

the road seems blocked although progress is being made to be sure = but that is
part of the contradiction of our times. Fortunatelv, we have sufficient resilience
in the Charter and certa inly enough dedication and compe tence in those working in
the Committee and in the Uni ted Na tions generally to resolve and over zome th is
contradiction .

Discussions were conducted under the auepicee of the grouo of Friends of the
Cha ir concerning the ra ticnaliza tion of the agenda. 1 am grateful that in the
application of last year 's resolutioa 42/42 N, which dealt with the improved
processes that it has been posssible to build ints the Committee, we had

25 per cent more cunsultation time in considering draft resolutions on

disarmament. That extra time made a contribution towards effecting the mergers.
Of course, there must be the will t+. do it, but tne increase in the time available
| believe helped the Committee to make the proyress that it did make.

The question of the ngenda remain=d. The more | studied it, the more
convinced | became that a restructured agenda was absolutely essential if we were

to make further progress in reducing draft resolution= as wcll as progress on the
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question of mergers and consensus. So | put together some suggestions for
attaining greater organizational clarity and coherence w thout sacrificing the
substance of the issues or conpromsing the right of delegations to request the
inclusion of newitens on the CGeneral Assembly'sagenda. There was a considerable
discuss ion about that

My suggestions are now going forward in a working paper (3/C.1/43/9, which |
gladly bequeath to mysuccessors. In it | have set out a nunber of comments. I
shall not go through themneow, but | hope they will prove useful in the Committee's
future work. I am hopeful that the trends that have devel oped towards a better
at nosphere, nore pragmatism and a clear-cut desire for nergers and greater
consensus, as well as the trend to focus on impurtant areas to study and to reflect
nmore deeply on new agenda itens, are a manifestation of the Conmttee’s concern to
approach global issues in a mre positive and forward-1ooking way.

We have just conpleted ourwork by considering questions of internationa
security. I probably do notneed togive anyreview now, butl believe that here
we have made some progress. | think that our deliberations this year have
contributed to a better understanding of States’ views and approaches with regard
to international peace and security. That is particularly true of the debate on
the proposed conprehensive approach to security, and | think it will help the
Comittee to continue to make contributions in the security area.

Al members are fully aware that the positive evolution to which I have
referred was largely due to the present climate of relaxation in internationa

relations, which provided a favourable backdrop for our work. Many del egations

reiterated that the positive inmpact of recent developments on the maintenance of

peace and security had facilitated our work.
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| hope that in return the Committee was also able, through out work at this

esaslen, to make 1ts modest contributior to improving the international situation.
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I think we all recognize the need to revitalise the work of the United Nations
and its bodles in respect of the maintenairce of peace and security, and I leave the
Chair confident that that process is well under way.

| could not aonalude my wor k as Chairman without a vet y deep and warm
expression of thanks to those individuala who have been particularly close to me
over the pas t few weeks. Certainly the Under-Secretary-General for Disacrmament
Affairs, Mr. akashi, and the Under-Secretary-General for Political and Security
Council Affairs, Mr. Safronchuk, have earned my dsep gratitude. But I must also
thank the Secretary-General of the Conference Oon Disarmament, Ambassador Komatina,
who gave me a good ded of wise counsel.

| think you would all went to share in my tribute to the Secretary of the
Committee, Mr. Sohrab Kheradi, whose particular qualifications have been a
tremendous contribution to our work. | am the first to atteet to that in my
day-by-day and even hour-by-#hour consultation with him. His knowledge of the
disarmament field and all tta iasues, his diplomatic abilities and his
organizational skills have certainly enriched our work, and | want him to know how
deeply grateful T am to him - and to his colleagues, our coileagues, who aave
helped us day by day. | am really grateful to Mr. Ssattar, Miss Patil,

Mr. Gerardl Siebert, Mr. lon, Mr. Ishiguri and Ms. Marcaillou, all of whom have
rendered tremenduus service to me. I am grateful, of course, tc the conference
officers, to the interpreters and to all who have, enabled the Committee to function

efficiently and effectively.
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| now bid you far ewell and w {gh you Godspeed in your work and on your

journeyer. | ask you to leave knowing that you have ocontributed in a realistic way

to the attaining of peace and security in the world in which we live.

The meeting rosa at 1.05 p.m,




