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The meeting was called to order at 10.20 a.m.

STATEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Prench): | should like first of all to

extend a warm and sincere welcome to all delegations to the Pirst Committee at the
for ty~second session of the United Nations General Assembly. I should like to
express My profornd gratitude to all Members of the Organization for the honour and
privilege they have accorded me and my country in electing me to the chairmanship
of this body. 1t is, indeed, a great pleasure and honour for me to preside ower
the deliberatic..a of this important Committee at this session of the General
Assembly.

I should alas like to extend my sincere grati tyde for the extremely kind and
generous Words addressed to me by the Chairman at the Committee's forty-first
session, the rapresentative Of the German Democratic Republic
Mr. S8iegfr ied Zachmann, when proposing my candidacy a8 Chairman of the Commi ttee.
I am sure that in extending to Ambassador Zachmann our congraiulations and
expreasing to him our gratitude for the exemplary fashion in which he presided over
our proceedings last year, as well as for his remarkable contribution to the
results achieved by our Committee, | am reflecting wsfssda'anm Af. 811 the members
of the Commi ttee.

By the same token, | wish to pay a well-deserved tribute to my other
predecessors in the Chair for their commendable efforts at earlier sessions to
propose Ways to rationalize and improve the Committee's working methods. As they
have stated gn various occcasions, delegaticns are generally in favour of
continuing the process of simplification and rationalisation of the Commi ttee's
consideration Of the various items on its agenda. It is my intention to engage
without delay in consultations on the must appropriate ways and maans of moving

that process ferwari, and I propose to revert to this matter later, Pur thermore, I
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have tr fed to der ive benefit from the expe-ience gained through the adoption Of
certain practical innovations at earlier sessions, and ¢v that end 1 have, insofar
as possible, held consultations cm the subject of the organization of the
Committee’s work at this session, the results of which | shall impart to the
Commi t tee today.

In order to merit the confidence placed in me by the Committee, | hope I may
rely cm tie constructi ve co-operation and suppor t of all delegations, as well as of
the other officers of the Committee. that have not yet been elected.

I should like to hail the and rich experience and competence of
M. Yasushi Akashi, WhO recently assumed the post of Under-Secretary-General,
Centre for Disarmament, as well as of Mr, Vasily Safronchuk, who recently took over
the post of Under-Secretary-General for Political and Security Council Affairs. |
wish them both the very best and would assure them of our wholehearted co-operation
here i N the First Committee. To Under-Secretary-General Mr, Jan Mar tensom and

Under-Secretary-General Mr. Viacheslav Ustinov, of the Centre for Disarmament and

the Department of Political and Secut ity Council Affairs, | also wish to extend the
thanks and gratitude oz all the members of the Committee,

I am also counting on the raluable 2ssistance and co-operation of
Mr. Sohrab Kheradi, thz Secretary of the First Conmttee, as well as on thatOfhis
col | eagues i n the Secretariat, who will, I am sure, contribute to the success of
the Committee’s Work. Given their well-known experience and competence, I am sum
that they will continue to give us their total co-operation.

For my part, | intend #o devote myself wholeheartedly to the task upon which
we are about to embark together. Representatives can be sure that, with theft
assistance and counsel, | will do nmy very best to make sure that the Committee's
work is conducted with responsibility and efficiency so that, at the end of the

road ; we will be proud of what we have aeccomplished.
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The items on the agenda for today's meeting relate to the election of the

Vice-Chairmen and Rappor teur and to organisation of the Committee's work at this

session. If | hear no objection, I shall take it that the agenda is adopted by the

Committee.

The agenda was a&pted.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Prench) t Before proceeding to the
first item on our agenda, | should like to draw the Committee's attention to the

decision taken by the General Assembly at its 1935th meeting on 22 September 1971

concerning the procedure for the election Of officers of the Main Commi t tees.
According to the terms of that decision, the nominations of candidates should be
limited to one statement for each candidate, after which the Committee should

immediately proceed to the election. The Commi ttee will therefore follow that

procedure today.
ELECTION OF THE VICE-CHAIRMEN

Mr. IOTIN (Canada) : Since this is the first time my delegation has
spoken In the First Committee at this session, | should like, on behalf of my
delegation , to extend my warm congratulations to you, Sir, ONn your ynanimous
election as Chairman of the First Committee. Your selection is a reflection of
your dedication to the efforts of the First Committee and of our conf idence in the
wisdom and ability with whiech you will perform the task entrusted to you. You can
be assure:d of the Canadian delegation 's full supgor t and co-operation.

In order to assist you in your task, my delega tion is honoured to submit the
candicacy of Hr. Carlos Jose Gutierrez of Costa Rica for the gost of Vice~Chairman
of the First Committee. Ambassador Gut’er:a2z is an experienced diplomat &nd
international statesman well known in the ¢orr idors. Be is currently Permament

Representative of the I&public of Costa Rica to the United Nations and kas also
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served his country with great distinction as a nenber of the Legislative Assembly
of Costa Rica, Anmbassador to the Federal Republic of Germany, Mnister of Justice

and Mnister of Foreign Relations, Anmbassador Qutierrez is also an em nent
political scientist and |legal scholar. The ambassador®s broad international
experience |eaves us with no doubt that he will make a valuable contribution as
Vice-Chairman.  Therefore, the Canadian del egation takes great pleasure in

nomnating himfor the position and in w shing him every success.
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The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French): | thank the representative of

Canada for his statement nominating Ambassador Carlos Jose Gutierrez of Costa Rica
for the post of Vice-Chairman. | am very grateful to him for his kind words to me,
and on behalf of the Committee and o my own behalf | should like to request that
he convey our sincere gratitude to Ambassador Douglas James Roghe for his
outstanding contribution to the Committee’s work as vice-Chairman at last year’s
session.

Since there are no other nominations, | take it that in accordance with
rule 103 of the t ules of procedure and with established practice the Committee does
not wish to hold an election by secret ballot and declares Ambassador Gutierrez
elected Vice-Chairman of the First Committee by acclamation.

Mr. Carlos Jose Gutierrez (Costa Rica) was elected Vice-Chairman of the First

Committee by acclama tion,

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French): | now call on the

representative of Japan, Mr. Nobuyasu Abe.

Mc. ABE (Japan): On behalf of my delegation | should like to
congratulate you on your election as Chairman of the First Committee at the
for ty-second session of the General Assembly. We are aware of your active
participation in the work of international organizations, both at home and abroad,

par ticularly in- the United Na tions. My delegation assures you of its full support

and co-operation in your discharge of your important duties.

My delegation at the same time expresses its gratitude t0 the previous
Chairman, Mr. Zachmann, for his skilful guidance of our Committee’s work during the
forty-first session.

I should also like to take this opportunity to convey the gratitude of my

predecessor, Mr. Aoki, for all the assistance and co-operation he received while he

served as Vice-Chairman dur ing the previous session.
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| am honoured and pr iv ileged to in troduce Mr. Maher Nashash ibi, Minister
Plenipotentiary of the Permanent Mission of Jordan, as a candidate for the post of
Vice-Chairman o¢ tha First Committee. Mr. Nashashibi already {s a well-known
per son among us , naving served as Rapporteur of this year's United Nations

Disarmament Comm:s&n ion.

Horn in Jerusalem in 1944, Mr. Nashashibi received his degree in international
relations at California State University in the United States, Bes ides having
assumed diplomatic functions in Romania and my country, Japan, Mr. Nashashibi has
participated in several international conferences as a member of the Jordanian
delegaticn, including the Arab summi: conference in Alaer ia in 1973, the
international peace conference in Geneva in 1973 and the Islamic summit conference
in Pak ig tan in 19 4. He served as an alternate representative of his country to
this Committee at the 38th, 40 th and 4let seas ions of the General Assembly .

Most recently he was a Vice-Chairman of the Jordan delegatjion to the

International Conference cm the Relationship Between Disarmament and Devclopment,

held this summer.

I am certain that his experience and dedication will. be extremely helpful for
the work of this Commi t tee. It {s therefore my great pleasure to nominate him for

the post of Vice-Chairman of our Committee.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French); T thank the representative of

Japan for h is s ta temeni nomina t ing Mr. Maher Nashashibi of Jordan as

Vice-Chalrman. T thank him also for his kind words to me and | would bey him to

convey, c<n behalf of the Commt ttee and on my own behalf, my profound gra titude to

Mr. Morihisa Aoki for his outstanding contribution to the Committee's work as

Vice-Cha trman at t as t year 's sess jon,
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There being no other nomination, | take it that, in accordance with rule 103

of the rules of procedure and with established practice, the Committee goes Not

wish to hold an election by secret ballot and declares Mr. Maher Nashashibi elected

Vice-Chairman of the First Committee by acclamation.

Mr, Maher Nashashibi (Jordan). was elected Vice-Chairman of the First Committee

by acclamation ,

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French) ¢ I wish now to convey to the

two Vice-Chairmen my warmest congra tula tions on their election and assure them of
my co-operation throughout the work of our Commi ttee.

ELECTION OF THE RAPPORTEUR

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French) : 1 now call on the

representative of Burkina Faso, Mr. Michel Monvel Dah.
Mr. DAH (Burkina Faso) (interpretation from French) : The delegation of
Burkina Faso is truly pleased to extend to you its heartiest congratulations on
Your election as Chairman of the fr et Committee. For a thousand and one reasons,
including the fraternity between our two peoples, my delegation can pledge to you
its fullest suppor ¢ as you discharge your task as Chairman.
As Rapporteur of the First committee at the forty-first regular session of the

General Assembly and in keeping with a will-established tradition, it is our very

pleasant privilege to nominate Mr., Kazimierz Tomaszewski, member of the Polish

Permanent Mission in New York.

After completion of higher studies in Rrakow, COmrade Tomaszewsk i studied
foreign relations in Moseow and Warsaw, earning a master 's degree in international
affairs. Mr, Tomaszewski began his ¢areer in the Foreign Affairs office in Poland
in 1962. A diplomat in Beirut from 1964 to 1969, in Moscow from 1974 to 1979,

Mr. Tomaszewski has also been a member of the International Commission for Control

and Supervision in Laos and participated in a number of international conferences.
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He is familiar with (he work of the General Assembly and throughcut has
demonstrated real competence. Obviousiy, Mr. Tomaszewgki has the ' lectual
qualifications needed to discharge h is tasks most ably.

Mr. Tomaszewsk | has the tact of an exper ienced diplomat. That, toge ther with
his savoir faire. and his ability to deal with people, is an earnest of the success

that he wi 11 surely en joy in the First Committee.

For all these reasons I wnuld call on representatives to accept the nomination

of Mr. Tomaszewsk { to the post of Rappor veur and t.o show their trust in him by

elec t ing him to that post .

‘The CHATRMAN (interpretation irom Froncb) : | thank the representative of
Burk ina Fasc For h is nomina t ion of Mr. Kaziwler z Tomaszewski of Poland to the post
of Rapporteur of the Fi. gt Commi ttee. | extend to him my gratitude fo: the kind
words he addressed to me and request h i m to comvey, in my own rame and on behalf of
the Commi ttee, our sincere gr ati tude to Ambassador Doulaye Corentin i fur the wor F

he did so competently as PRapporteur of the First Commitiee at the forty-first

sesnsion.

Members of the Committee have junt heard the representative of Burkina PFaso
nominating Mr. Kazimi er z Tomaszewsk | a8 Rappor teur. As the¢ » are no other
nominations, 1 take it that the Committee wishes to follow the? procedure adopted so
far and refra in from holding a secret ballot and consequently declare
Mr. ¥azimierz Tomaszewsk i elected Rappor teur of the First Committee by acclamation.

Mr. Kazimlerz Tomaszewski (Poland) was elected Rapporteur of the First

Committee by acclamatio..

The CHAIRMAN (interpr etation 1t rom French) I | wish to convey my wai m

congratula t fonsg to the re regsenta t ive of Poland on his *lectio a8 Rapporteur of
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| wish now to draw the attention of members of the Committee to rule 110 of

the rules of procedure of the General Asgsembly, which reads as fo’lows:

“Congratulations to the officers of a Main Committee shall not be
expresged except by the Chairman of the previous session = or, in his absence,

by a member of his delegatinn =~ after all the officer3 of the Committee have

been elected”.

I hope that rule will be respected, and | should be grateful to delegationas if they
would omit the customary compliments at the beginning o. their statements.

I call now on the representative of the German Democratic Republic,
Ambassador Sieg fr ied Zachmann, Chairman of the First Committee at the forty-first

session of the .eneral Asaembly.

Mr. ZACHMANN (Ger man Democr a tic Republ ic) ¢t Mr. Chairman, | should iike

first to thank you for the kind words you addressed to me. In my capacity as
former Chairman of the PFirgt Committee | bad the honour and the privilege at the

first meeting of the Committee to nominate you for the chairmanship. In doing so |

was gware of your outstanding diplomatic experience and your personal and

professional qualities, which fit you to guide the work of the First Committee with

efficiency and skill.

your election by acclamation wag a clear expression ot the great confidence of
members of the Committee and of their firm will #to give you their full assistance.
| pers&onally can agsure you that the delegation of the German Democratic Republic
will render you {ts unqualified sup,jort in the discharge of your responsibilities-
| should like algo to express my s ince e congratulations wo

ir. Carlos Jougé Gultlerrez, Permanent Represen ta tive of Co8 ta Rica , and to
Mr. Ali Moher Nashashibi, Minister plenipotentiary of Jordan, on their election as

Vice-Chairmen. There {4 no doubt that they have the personal and professional
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quallfications to contribute effectively to the success of the important work aheat
of us, and in particular of the taek of the Chairman.

I wish alsc to congratulate Comrade Kazimierz Tomaszewski, Counsellor at the
Permanent Mission of Poland to the united Natione, who Rae been elected
Rappor teur . He will have a very delicate and responsible function to perform. We
all have full confidence in his skill and abilities.

Permit me tec express my deep gratitude to the members of the committee fOr
their active and substantial participation in our deliberations last year, and for
their effective co-operation with the Committee officers. I am especially gratefu
to the Vice-Chairmen, Ambassador Rochs» of Canada and Mr. Aokl of Jap¢ n, and tc the
Rappor teur, Ambassador Ki of Burkina Faso. My best wishes go to th :
Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs, Mr. Akashi, and to the
Under-Secretary-General for Political and Secnuclty Council Affairs, Mr. Safronchuk,
for their excellent performance of their responsible functions. I am convinced
that both of them will fulfil the duties of their high offices with the same
tireless effor ts as did your respect jve predecessors, Mr. Mar tenson and
MK. ustinov, to the benefit of the work of the Committee.

I also owe a special debt of qrat itude to the Secretary of the Committee,

Mr. Kheradi, as well as to his able associates in the Secretariat staff, for their
steady suppor t and valuable advice.

We began nur work last year following the attainment of a I etoric milestone
the meeting at Reykjavik - which for the first time raised the hc >e of a
nuclear-ir ee wor 1d. This year we are aqain commencing our deliberations against
the backdrop of significant developments in the international gituation. only a

few weeks aqo,t he Sov i et Un jon and the Un i ted States agreed in pr inciple ta,




EMS/5S A/C.1/42/PV. 2
13

(Mr. Zachmann, German
Democratic Republic)

nuclear missiles , a measure that. for the f {ygt time would involve the destruction

of existing nuclear weapons, It 8 to be hoped that. the successful conclusion of a
treaty on that subject will generate fur ther aqQreemen ts, including agreements on
strategic weapons. Another encouraging development is the aqreement reached
between thuse two &ta tee on beg inn inqg full-scale g tage-by-s tage neqot ia tions on
nuclear tee ting. Such proqress in bilatersl ~egotia tions will undoubtedly have a
positive impact also on the multilateral negntiating process.

As we beqin to perceive breakthroughs on the horizon, it shculd be pointed out
that it ie imperative that efforts be intensified to preserve the integrity of the
anti-ballistic missile Treaty and to prevent an arms race in outer space.

The positive results achieved at the Stoc4hoJ.m Conference ¢n Confidence and
Secur ity-Building Measures and Disarmament in Burope and the wor k under way at
Vienna show that despite differences of opinion conccrte and verifiable agreements
are possible in the sensitive field of military security,

We have also reached the stage of the emergence of the genuine prospect that a
convention on the wor Id-wide prohibition of chemical weapons may be within reach.

I am pleased to note that as a result of ouT joint endeavour@ during the
deliberations in the First Committee last year the International Conference on the
Hela tionship Between Disarmament and Developmeis | was held in August and
September 1987; it successfully concluded its work by adopting a Final Nocument py
consensus. What is now needed are earnest efforts by all, in particular, towards
the implementation of 1 ta programme of actior,

The solution of these issues, the most pressing facing mankind, requires the
creation of conditions fcr lasting and comprehensive international security 'n the

spicit of the Charter and in ac 'ordance wi th the 1 eali t ieg of the nuclear and space
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Dur ing the for “y-second gess ion, the First Committee will have to tackle
complex issues of disarmament and international security. What matters now,
there fore, 18 that it undertake every effort to accomplish that task in a
constructive and business-like manner, in order to make a significant contribution
to the solution of those problems which are of utmost concern to the int ational
community .

Last year, the First Committee adopted 67 propoenls dealing with var io a
guestions of arms limitation and disarmament, am wel) as seven proposals regyarding
internafional security and the question of Antarctica. Constructive approaches,
flexioility and a readiness to compromise prevailed in our deliberations and
negotiations and led to the adoption by consensus of a number of draft resolutions
on important subjecta. We should once again endeavour to continue in the same
spirit and to undertake efforts to improve our work further.

Despite the positive developments, gome of which | outlined above, we
recognize that there are still areas where much remains to be accomplished; hence
it is my sincere hope that the Comrittee wil! redouble its efforts and press ahead
resolutely with a view to contributing to the realigzation of a more secure and
peaceful wor 1d through disarmament

I wish now to say a few words on the question of further enhancing the
effectiveness of the First Committee’s working methods. In that connection,
members will recall that in recent years, particularly since 1983, increasing
attention has been focused on the question of the methods of work of the First
Committee. Drawing upon their experience, varions Chairmen of the First Committee

have at var jous sess ions offered useful sugges t ions on how to ref ine and s tr eaml ine

the procedur es of the « ommi t tee.
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At the Committee’s session last year, I, in my capacity as Cha i man, convened
several meetings of an informal group of friends of the Chairman, consiating of
some of the previous Chairmen of the Committee as well as representatives of
regional groups, for the purpose of further examining the queation of possible ways
and means of improving the effectiveness of the Committee’s work. Based on those
and other consultations with individual delegations, | informed the Commit-tee at.
its concluding meeting that, although divergent views still persisted on & number
of specific proposals, a certain measure of agreement on one or two aspect.8 seemed
to have emerged. Thus, delegations were generally of the opinion that greater
efficiency could be realized if more time were allowed for the consideration of,
and action on, draft resolutions, thereby facilitating the process of consultations

and neqotia tions which might enable the Commi ttee to succeed in merging cer ta in

draft resolutions.
In that connection, a .aumber of delegations appeared to be willing to consider

advancing the commencement of the First Committee’s work by one week. As an

in tegr al par t of th is process, a general agreement. also seemed to be evident that
the Commit tee should es tablish an early deadl ine for the submission of draft
resolutions. In the same statement | also informed the Committee that it was my

intention to continue those consultatiorrs on the subject during the intervening

per iod between the forty-first and for ty—-second sessions of the General Assembly.

Accord ingly , | convened a further meeting of the group of friends of the Chairman

in New York on 10 September 1387, with a y¢ylew to carrying forward the necessary
cons ul ta t ions.
It will of cour se be recalled that in addi tion to the various discussions that

have occurred within the framework of the First Committee, the Disarmament
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Committee under a relevant agenda item. A number of proposals have been put by

var fous delega tione in the cour ge of those deliber ations.

As | stated earlier, the consultations revealed that although some significan
divergencies of viewpoint on speciric issues still remain, there also appeared tc
be an emerging corverge ~e of views on cer tain aspects. Accordingly, it uouid 3¢

necessary that further intensive consultations be conducted on the subiject with a

view to enabling the Committee to take certain decisions on this matter by the

close ot thie session.
In the meantime, however, at wme who has been initimately involved in this

subject matter, [ feel it is incumbant upon m e to present to the Committee certain

sugges tion® oar my own part which the Commi ttee might, in 1 t0o wisdom, wish to

corgider for future implementation, following further in tens ive consul ta tions ,

These 8ugqgestions area
~ To start the substantive work of the Pir st Commi ttee dur ing the last week

of the general debate in the plenary, thereby ® xpanding the commit tee's time frame
but achedulirg approximately the same number of maetings of the Committes as
previously. This measure would afford the Committee the due degree of flexibility
in scheduling its meetinga and by allowing more time during the staqge of
conslderation of draft resolutions that would facilitate the process of’

consgul ta tions and negotia tionsy

~ To combine the two phases which are now listed as “General debate on all

agenda items” and “Statements on specific disarmament a nda jtema and continuatio
of general debate”. This would enable the Committee at tha very outaet of its wor

to give attention to specific items on the disarmament aqgenda, concurrently with

the genernl debatey
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= To further advance the deadline for the submission of draft resolutions, as
feasible, in order to give more time for their subsequent consideration; to reduce
the numbe: of resolutions by combining proposals cm the same issue snd thereby
attempting to achieve consensus. As an auxiliary measure, the draft resolutions on
which action is completed in the Committee should be transmitted thereafter at the
earliest possible date to the plenary of the General Assembly for its considerations

- And, finally, to devise a modality according to which certain procedural

matters, such as taking note of reports, studies, etc., should be the subject not
of resolutions but of decisions by the Committee.
These suggestions that 1 have made are of a preliminary nature and should, of

course , be construed as my personal suggestions enly. Undoubtedly , the Committee
will wish to examine carefully and at length the other valuable proposals that have
been made in the past and would be forthcoming at our current session.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French)s On behalf of the officers of

the Committee, as well as en my own behalf, | should like to thank the
representative of the German bemocratic Republic, Ambassador Zachmann, for his kind
words to the Vice-Chairmen, the Rapporteuwr and to me. I am grateful for his
co-operation and support to the officers of the Committee in the discharge of their
func tions, and i ' hope to be able to benefit from the experience he acguired last
year when he conducted, so effectively and competently, the proceedings of this
Conmi t tee.

I now call on the representative of Costa Rieca, Ambassador

Carlos José Gutierreo.

Mr. GUTIERREZ (Costa Rica) (interpretation from Spanish): | should like

first of all to congratulate you, sir, on your electicu, and to thank you fer Your

kind words on my election as Vice-Chairman of this Committee., 1 pledge to you my
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fullest eo~opera tion and will do wha tever | can to con tribute to the success of the
work ~f this Committee,

I would also like to thank the representative of Canada for his kind words
wi.en he nominated me, ag well as the members of the Conmi tt ee who unanimously
suppor ted my nomination. I plan to work with the Chairman and the other members of
the bureau to the fullest extent of my ability in au effort to bring about the

success of our work. | hope that the Committee will thus be able to complete its

busy schedule which contains many items of much importance to the world and to the

Unitad Nations.
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The CHAIRMAN (interpretation froa Prench): 1I thank the representative of

Costa Rica, vice-Chairman of the First Committee, for his kind words, and | should
like in turn to assure him of my moat cordial sentiments. | am confident that I
can count on his active assistance and co-operation.

I now call on the representative of Jordan, PKk. Maher Nashashibi,

Vice-Chairman of the First Committee.

Mr. NASHASHIBI (Jordan) ¢+ I should like to express my sincere

appreciation to the members of the First Committee for electing ne Vice-Chairman,

I am grateful for the Committee’s confidence and am looking forward to working with
you, Mr. Chairman, in dealing with the roster of &aft resclutions at the
forty-second session of the General Assembly.

| take great pleasure in congratulating you must warmly, Sir, on having
achieved high distinction and | am sure your diplmtic ekill and experience will
guide us in a most satisfactory manner through the work of the Committee. | should
like to assure you of my full support in the discharge of your responsibilities.

I should also like to express the deep thanks and gratitude of my delegation
to the former Chairman of our Committee, Mr. Zachmann Of the German Democratic
Republic, for the diplomatic skill that enabled him tOo conduct the work of the
Commi ttee in a most satisfactory manner.

In that connection, I also wish to express my sincere thanks and gratitude to
my colleague and neighbour, Mr. Abe of Japan, fat his very kind words about me and
for his kindness in presenting me in such a flattering manner.

1 should also 1 ike t0 convey my sincere congra tula tions to
Mr., Carlos Jose Gutierrea of Costa Rica on his election as Vice-Chairman, and |

should like to congratulate Mr. Tomaszewski Of Poland, who has been elected

Rappor teur.
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In taking up my duties, T am delighted to know that I can look forward to the
co-operation and support of the other members of the Ccsumittee and my colleagues in
the Bureau and the Secretariat and the valuable experience Of the Department for
Disarmament Affairs under the guidance of its Bead, Mc. Yasushi Akashi.

The Pirst Commitiee iS once again set to embark on substantive consideration
of the items on its agenda devoted to disarmament and international security. We
are beginning our work this year just as a summit meeting is about to take place in
Washington between President Reagan and the General-Secretary of the Union of
Ssoviet Socialist Republics, Mr. Gorbachev. In this connection, we welcome the
agreement that is emerging between the two super-Powers to climinate medium-tangs
and shorter-range missiles, I am sure that | reflect the gentiments of the
international community as a whole when | say that we are optimistic.

| hope that we in this Committee cm reflect by our actions the current
optimism in the world and that at this session we can do our part in reaching out
towards achievement of the multifaceted objective of pgace that the people of the
world expect of us.

| wish you, Mr. Chairman, and this Commi ttee every success in our task.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Prench): I thank the representative of
Jordan for his kind words. | should like to assure him of my most cordial

sentiments. | am very pleased at the prospect of m-operating with him and | am

sure that I will enjoy his active support,
I now call en the representative of Poland, Hr. Kagimiers Tomasseuski,
Rappor teur of the First Commi ttee.

Mr . TOMASZBWSKY (Poland) 3 First of all, Sir, | should like to

congratulate you an your election as Chairman of this Committee. I am confident
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that our Commit tee is in very good and exper {enced h ands. I wish also to take this
opportunity to congratulate Mr. Gutierrez of Costa Rica and Mr. Nashashibi of
Jordan on tneir election as our Vice-Chairmen.

At the same time, | should like br iefly to expr ess to the member g of the
Committee my sincere appreciation and gratitude for the great honour conferred upon
me and which | consider a tr ibute to my country, Poland, whose tireless effor ts
towards real disarmament and collective international security are well known to
the Commi ttee. I ghould like to asaure them that 1 will do my beet to prove worthy

of the trust and confidence they have placed in me.

(spoke in French)

Finally, I should like to express my warmest thanks to the representative of
Burk ina Faso for his kind words to me and for h is nomina t ion. I should also 1 ike
to assure our Chairman and all the Vice-Chairmen of my whole-hearted co-operation

in the difficult work of the Bureau.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French) : | thank the Rapporteur of the

Firget Committee for his kind words. 1 am grateful to him for having stated his
wish to co-operate closely with me and the other officers of the Committee.

[ am sure that when | state that it is our intention to work closely with him
at the forty-second sesslon of the General Assembly, | am expressing not only my
own view .yt also that of the two Vice-Chairmen.

Raving elected its officers, the Committee has thus concluded consideration of
the f {irs t 1 tam on i ta genda for today.

ORGANIZATION OF WORK (A/C. 1/42/1 nd A/C. 1/42/3)

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French) : 1 draw the attention of

delegations to document AJC. 1/42/1 of 2 1 September 1987, containing a letter dated

18 September 1987 addressed to me by the President of the General Assembly and
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informing me that the General Assembly decided at { ts third plenary meeting to
refer 26 items oi the agenda to the First Committee for its consideration = namely,

items 48 to 73.

I should like to begin by stating that | have held the neceeeary consultations
with a view to drawing up and submitting to the Committee a proposal on the
organization of work for the present session.

AB members are al.l1 aware, according to established practice, the First
Committee begins its substantive work only after the conclusion of the general
debate in the Assembly. Members know the reasons for this well-established
tradition and | therefore need not go into them. Fur thermore, members will recall
that. in the course of consultations on the rationalization of the Committee‘s work,
par ticularly those consul tations conducted by Mr. Zachmann, who was Chairmen of the:
First Committee last year, some members thought it might be possible fur ther to
rationalize the work of the Committee by advancing, perhaps by one week, the
beginning of our substantive work.

Some delegations have once again put forward a similar proposal in the cour se
of the informal congultations | just mentioned. However, | have come to the
conclusion that if there was a tendency in favour of establ’shing that practice as
of next year, most d legationg would prefer, at the current session, to proceed ag
we normally do, beginning our substantive work after the general debate in plenary
meeting .

Several other practical factors were taken into account, particularly the

meetings of foreign ministers and heads of delegations of the non-aligned countries

at the forty-second session of the General Assembly.
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That being the case, | should neverthelesta like to stress that | intend to
examine the matter with the closest attention in the course of the consultations
that | intend to hold ¢a the simplification and rationaiization of the work of the
Committee. In that context, | intend to maintain the useful practice of

consultations initially in an open-ended group of friends of the Chairman.
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If the Committee deems it necessary, a special working group would also be set up
for this purpose, as proposed last year by Ambassador Alatas, Chairman of the
Committee at the fortieth session. when consultations seem about to yield results,
the Committee might perhaps wish to consider the possibility of holding an informal
plenary meeting before finalizing the appropriate decisions on the various
proposals relating to the rationalisation of the working methods of the Committee,
including those relating to a possible reorganization of the Committee's agenda-

In this regard, | should like to state that, taking as our point of departure
the praiseworthy efforts of ny predecessors, who as Chairmen of the Committee, made
such valuable contributions, I shall do my very best to make sure that the work of
the Committee is conducted as effectively and rationally as possible. I should
like to recall the innovation introduced at the thirty-eighth geasion by the
representative of Norway, Mc. Tom Eric Vraalsen, which was to “regroup® the draft
resolutions. It contributed very much to facilitating the voting procedure, Since
then, this procedure has become accepted practice in the Committee, a practice
which | intend to maintain , as was pointed out by Ambassador Zachmann, Chairman at
the forty-first session. | have also drawn inspiration from another useful measure

introduced by one of my predecessors: advancing the deadline for submitting draft

resolutions on i terns relating to disarmament. 1 hope this will give delegations
enough time to hold necessary consultations before any decision is taken on these
draft resolutions. | think Ambassador Zachmann in his statement juet now alsc Put
for ward this suvgges tion .

I turn now to ancther POi Nt. The Committee will recall that the General
Assembly , at its third meeting on 18 September 1987, decided, on the General

Committee’s recommendation, that in view of the financial problems which continue



AP/ td A/C. 1/42/PV. 2
23

(The Chairman)

to face the Uni ted Na t iona, and in light of the process of renewal and reform which
is under way, not to fix in advance a clos ing date for the work of our Committee
and to atr jve to reduce the duration of the forty-second session.

I therefore think that it would be desirable for us to orqanize the work of
the Commit tee Iin such a way as to be able to conclude our work at the la tee t by
Wednesday, 25 November 1987. Consequently, the substaniiva work of the First
Committee would ruwn from Monday, 12 October to Wednesday, 25 November, a total of
33 working days in which we would be able to hold at most 66 meetings, provided, of
cor-ge, that we can get conference services. | should like to point out here that
last year the Committee held a total of 59 meetingsj; ther efore, with a concerted
and sincere effort to make effective and rational uge of the resource6 available to
us, | am Certain we can perform our task without undue difficulties. In that
regard, and in the light of the current financial situation of the Organization, it
is my hope that- everything possible will be done to make it unnecessary to hold
additional meetinge, which would be contrary to our goal of redwwcing the lenq th of
the Committee’s work. .lowever, if circumstancee genuinely call for additional
meetings, it would be desirable to provide for Saturday meetings ratt r than night
meetings, for which it. would be more diffi~ult to arrange conference gervices.

As provided for in the programme of wor k , the Committee will deal first with
the items on the agenda relating to disarmament, that is, items 48 to 69. On these
points, | propose to devote the period from 12 October to 22 October 1987, or 18
meetings at the most, to a general debate ca all the items on the agenda relating
to disarmament .

Prom 23 October to 3 November, a total of 16 meetings, delegations will be

able to make 8 ta temen ts on any 1 tern or group of i tems on tie agenda relating to©
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disarmament. In no Quy, however, does this prejudge the right of Jelegations to
make a general statement dur ing the per iod devoted to gtatements on individual

items.
The period from 4 October to 16 November 1987, 18 meetings in all, will then

be devoted to an examination of draft resolutions on all agenda i tems relating to

disarmament which will have been submitted to the Committee, and to taking
decisions on them. | think that the time allotted for this phase of our work will
give delegations enough time to examine the draft resolutiorns and to undertake the
necessary consultations 8o that the tsxte finally adopted can enjoy the broadest
possible consensus. As | have already said, T intend to follow the procedure of

grouping resolutions together before putting them to the vote. In due course I

shall be preaenting specific propoaala on the matter.

The deadline for submission of draft resolutions on agenda it-ems relating to
disarmament would be 6 p.m., Tuesday, 27 October 1987. This is at the suggestion
of the former Chairman of the Commit tee that we advance the deadline for the
presentation of draft resolutions. | urge delegations to show co-operat.ion by
respecting Lt. strictly. Once again, | should like to gtreseg that T I e set
deadl ines as advanced as possible, since it was deemed possible to give delegations
enough time to proceed to consulta t.ons before taking a decision on the draft
resolutions in ques *ion. Dpelegations are urged to submit their draft resolutions
as soon as poss ible , even during the period of the general debate, 80 that
statements on par ticulac items can also be made on texts already presented.

Fur thermore, it is indiapenaabla for delegations to present as soon as
possible all draft resolutions having implications for the jrogramme budget so that

we may meet the deadline for their presentation to the Fifth Committee.
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After finishing the work on the itens of the agenda on disarmanent, the

Committee will turn to the next phase of its work, namely, the general debate on
item 70 of its agenda -~ the Question of Antarctica = examnation of the draft
resolution or draft resolutions relating thereto, and adoption of decisions on it.
We could devote 17 and 18 November to that item - a total of four Mmeetings. That
allotted tine would be the same as that allotted to the same item at the

forty-first session, The deadline for the presentation of a draft resolution or

draft resolutions on agenda item 70 wll be Tuesday, 17 November at noon.
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After having taken a decision on agenda item 76, the First Committee Will us
the time remaining, that is, the period from 19 to 25 November, for consideration
of agenda 1 rems 71, 72 and 73, on questiona of international security. 1t will
therefore have 10 meetings to devote to the general debate on that group of items

the consideration of relevant draft resolutions and decisions on them. [N the

light. of past experience | think that the time allotted for consideration of thes:

agenda jtems should give delegations sufficient time to hold consultations before

the Committee takes declisions on them. Ths deadline, then, for the ® &nimmion of
draft reeolutions on agenda items relating to international security, agenda
ltema 71, 72 and 73, will be Friday, 20 November 1987, at. 6 p.m. sharp.

By following the programme of work and calendar | have met forth, the rirst
Comni ttee should be able to conclude within the allotted time its consideration of
all the 1 terns er trusted to § t by the General Assembly. | woul¢ like to point out
that this programme of work and timetable are both baaed on the hypothesis that
flexibility will also be a primary considerat ion in our use of the time and
facilities made evailable to us ~ solely, of course, to the extant. that it anables
us to organize our work more etficiently.

At. th 18 stage, and if | hear no objaction, | shall take It that the Commi ttoe

is prepared to adopt the programme of work and timetable in document A/C. 1/42/3.

It wae so decided,

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French) :+ T ushould Nnow 1 ike tO 4r aw th

Commit tee 's a tten tion to the r ules and recommendations of the Garieral Assembly on
the wor k of the Main Committees, and in particular thoee sat for th in document
A/INF/136/Rev.l and in General Assembly decision 34/401.

In accordance with the recommendations Of the General Commi ttee subsequently

approved by the General Asse »1 y , for reasons of economy and in order to make the
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best use of the time and facilities allotted to us, | in tend to begin mee tings of

the Committee punctually at LO am. and 3 p.m., and shall dc my best to adiour n
them at 1 P.m. and 6 p.m. [ aldgo in tena to call mee tings of the Committee when
there is a sufficient number of speakers. 1[I believe tha* as a general rule there
should not be fewer than four speakers at a given meetiny in orde- that we can make
the most efficient use ot the time! and facilities ..t our disposal and sc that w2 do
not have to advance the closing time of our m 2c¢ings for lack of speakers.

I should also like to draw the Committee's attention to the fact. that the
General Assembly has decided at this session to depart. from the rule that = quarter
of the members must be present fc ¢ a mee ting of a Ma in Commi ttee to be declared
open and for discuss ions to beg in. The Assembly made that recommendation on the
under standing that such e departure from the rules does not entall any permanent.
modif cation of the relevant provisions of art.iclee 67 and 108 of: tha rules of
procedure and that, in accordance with those rJyles, the presence of a majority of
members is always required for any decision to be take..

The List of speakers for the general debate on all agenda items relating to
disarmament is now open and will be closed on Tuesday, 13 October, at 6 P.M.
shdarp. Some delegn tions have already indica ted their intention of participating in
the general deba te, and the Secretar iat has noted their reques ts. 1 would urge
delegations to inscr ibe their names on the List of uypeaker 8 as goon as they are in
a posi tion to do so.

In order to facilitate the work of the Committee’s officers and the
Sere tar iat, members of the Committee should submit draft resciutions as far in
advance as possible to allow sufficient time for consultations. The Secretariat

has asked me to draw the attention of Committee members to the fact that draft

r esol ut iuns, amendments, r ev is ions and r eques ts to be {i ¢l uded among the sponsors
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of draft rewsolutions or decisions muit be submitted in writing to the Secretariat

in order to avoid any poss ible mis under standing. Requee ts for the use of

conference rooms for group meetings should also be submitted in writing to the

Secretar ia t as far in ¢dvance as possible.

Del=gations are also askeu v zrovide the conference officers with 3C copies

of all prepared 8 ta tements.
In the light of the importance and complexity of the items on the Committee's

agendas it is essential that every opportunity for consultatjon and co-operation be
fully explored and utilized., Thus, with other otflct 3 <f the Committee and with

the acs8 is tance of all in teres ted delegz t ions, | shall do my utmost to ensure that

the work of the session will Le conducted not only in accordance with the agreed

timetable but algo efficiently and c¢ons tructively, in order to ensure the success

of our efforts.

If nu delega tion wishes to make any commen ts at th s 8 tage, | propose to

adjourn the meeting now, and we will meet again, as decided, on Monday, 12 October ,

at 10 a.m. sharp, in this room,

The meeting roge at 11.30 a.m,




