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The  CElMlWlAN  (intbrpretntion  from Fr8nch)r I should like first of all to

extend a warm and sinewe  wel~xe  to all delegations ti the Fkst  Committee at the

forty-second  session of the United Nations General Aerssmbly.  f shduld  like ta

express my proforpld  gratitude to all HBmbers of the Organioatian  for the hcnoLE and

privilege they have accordsd me and my country in electing me to the chairmanship

of this body. It is, indeed, a great pleasure and kmour for me tro  preside  ~wBT

tke  delfberatic;,;n  of this important Corrmittee  at this session of the Gsneral

Assembly.

I should alas like to extend my sincere gtati  tuds for the extrearely kind and

generous  words addressed oxl me by the Chairman at the Committee%  forty-first

session, the rgprssentitiva of the timan  bemoeratic  Republic

Mr. Si%gfr  ied  Zachmann,  wh%n  proposing my candidacy a8 Chairman  of the Cwnmi  ttee.

f am 8ure  that in extending to &nbassadar  Za&arann our CongraQulations  and

expressSng to him our gratitude for the exsmplary  fashion in which he presided over

our proceedings last year , as weU as for his remarkable ountribution  to the

results achieved by our Committae,  I am reflecting -- =--- *-*- rC all the !!!e?&Ss\rlW  r-er,rrsyo  VI

of the Ccmmi  ttee.

By  the s&fibe  *ken,  I wish W pay a well-deserved tribute to qy other

pradecessars  in the Chair for their cxmmsndable  efforts at earlier sessicmrs  tQ

prqmse  ways bD  raeionalixe  and imprave  the Comittes’s rrorking methods. As they

have stated cm  various occcasions,  delegatias  are qenarally in favour  of

mntinuing  the process of sixpliffcstion  and rationalisation of the Cmi  t&e's

caasideratian  of the various items  433  its aqanda. zt is  my  fnesntbm  to engage ’

without delay in consultations on the must appropriate ways and maans of moving

that process farwad, and I propose to reoart  tD this misttat later. Fur ther-rel I
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have tr fed tm der ivebnefit  from the experience  gained through the abptim  Of

certain practical innovations at earlier sessions, and to that end I have, ffasofar

as  possible*  held consultations cm the subject of the organisation  of as

Committee’s work at this session, the results of whioh  I shall  Parpart  to th0

Comai  t tee todaY  a

In order to merit the confidence placed in nm by the Cmittee,  I hops I may

rely cm tie constructive co-operaticm  and suppcx  t of all1  delegations, as Well as 0%

the other officers of the Committee. that have not yet been elected.

I should like to hail the and rich experience and ccrapetenm  of

Mr. Yasushi  Akashi, who recently  ass-d the post of Under-Secretary4mmrab,

Centre fog Disarmament, as well as of Hr. Vasily SafronchrrSr,  who recently tcPclk  over

the post of Under-Secretary-General for Political and security  Council  Affairs. I

wish them both the very best and would assure them of OIX wholledrearted  Co-@pePation

here in the First Committee. To Under-Secretary-General Mr.  Jan Mat  tensem  and

Under-Secretary-General Mr. Viacheslav Ustinov,  of the Cemtre  for DisarmamcMt  and

the Department of Political and !%a~ ity Council Affairs, I also wish to extend thu

thanks and gratitude 02 all the members of the COmmittee.

I am also counting on the ttdhuable  assistmcs  and co-operatiopr of

Mr. Sohrab Kheradi,  the Secretary of the First Committee, as well as on that Of his

colleagues in the Secretariat, who will, 1 au3  sue, contribute  t~3  the swxzess 0%

the Committee"s work. Given thek well-known experience and umpetenc%  I a~ sum

that they will continue to give us their total c0-oper;zti.m.

Fox  my part, I intend to devote myee3P wholeheartedly to the task up  which

w @ at@  about to embark together. Representatives can be sure that, with  theft

assistance and counsel, I will do my very best to 8 sure *at the -itteens

work is conducted with responsibility and efficiency so that, at the end of the

'read  5 we will be proud of what we have acoatllplished.



(The Chairman)

The items cn the agenda for today@8  meeting relaOe to the election of the

Vice-Chairmen and Pappotteui and to organisation of the Cosmnittee8s  work at this

aees ion. Lf I hear no objection, I shall take it that the agenda is adopted by the

Committee.

The agenda was a&pted.

The CHAIRMAN  (interpretation from Prench) I Before proceeding to the

first item on our agenda, I should like to draw the Committee~s  attention to the

decision taken by the General Asseanhly  at its 1935th meeting on 22 September 1871

concerning the procedure for the electiaa of officers of the Main  cammi  t tees.

ticording  to the terms of that decision, the nominations of candidates should be

limited to one statement for each candidate, after which the Committee should

immediately proceed to the election. The C-i  ttee will  therefore follow  that

procedure today.

Mr. IDTPM  (Canada) t Since  this is the first time my delegation has

spoken in the First Committee at this session, I should like, on behalf of my

delegation , to extend my warm wngratulations to you, Sir, on your unanimwas

election as Chairman of the First Committee. Your selection is a reflection of

your dedication to the efforts of the First Committee and of our mnf  fdence in the

wisdom and ability with which  you will perform the task entrusLecjl.  to you. You can

be assure3  of the Canadian delegation ‘8 full 8-r  t and co-operation.

In order to assist you in your task, my delega tim is honoured to submit the

candicacy  of Hr. Carlos  Jose Gutierree  of Costa tica for the -@st  of Vice<hairman

Of the First Committee. Wassador  GutQer:az  is an experienced diplomat GM

international stat03man  well known in the ~~fr iQrs. He  is currently Pexmatnent

Representative of the I&public of Costa Rica to the United Nations and i;as  also
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served his country with great.distinction  as a member of the Isgislatfve Assembly

of Costa Rica, Ambassador to the Federal Republic of Germany, Minister of Justice

and Minister of Foreign Relations, Ambassador Gutierrez is also an eminent

political scientist and legal scholar. The Ambassq&~~s broad international

experience leaves us with no doubt that he will make a valuable contribution as

Vice-Chairman. Therefore, the Canadian delegation takes great pleasure in

nominating him for the position and in wishing him every success*



The CHAIFMAN  (interpretation from French): I thank the representative of

Canada for his statement nominating Ambassador Carlos Jose Gutierrez of Costa Rica

for the wst of Vice-Chairman. I am very grateful to him for his kind words to me,

and on behalf of the Committee and on my own behalf I should like to request that

he convey our sincere gratitude to Ambassador Douglas James m&e for his

outstanding contribution to the Committee’s work as Vice-Chiirman  at last year’s

session.

Since there are no other nominations, I take it that in accordance with

rule 103 of the I:  ules of procedure and with established practice the Committee does

not wish to hold an election by secret ballot and declares Ambassador Gutierres

elected Vice-Chairman of the First Committee by acclamation.

Mr.  Carlos  Jose Gutierrez (Costa Rica) was elected Vice-Chairman of the First

Committee by acclama ticna.

The CUAIRMAN  (interpretation from French): I now call on the

representative of Japan, Mr. Nohyasu  Abe-

Mr*  ABE (Japan): On behalf of my delegation I should like to

ccmgratuiate  you on your election as Chairman of the First Committee at the

for ty-seoond  session of the General Assembly. We are aware of your active

participation in the work of international organizations, both at home and abroadr

par titularly  in. the United Na dons. My delegation assures you of its full support

and co-operation in your discharge of your important duties.

My delegation at the same time expresses its gratitude to the previous

Chairman, Mr. Zachmann, for his skilful guidance of our Committee’s work during the

forty-first session.

I should also like to take this opportunity to convey the gratitude of my

predecessor, Mr. Aoki,  for all the assistance and co-operation he received while he

served as Vice-Chairman dur ing the previous session.
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I nm honoured and  pr iv ileyed  to in trodnce  Mr. Maher  Naahash  ibi, Minister

Plenipotentiary of the Permanent Mission of Jordan, ns a candidate for the post of

Vice-Chairman (?F tha First Committee. Mr. Naehashibi  already is a well-known

per mn among uh , n.~inq served aa Rapporteur  of this year’8  United Nation8

Uiaarmament Commfsn  ion.

Horn in Jerusalem in 1944, Mr. Nashashibi received his degree in international

relations at California State University in the United States, Bae  ides having

assumed diplomatic functions in Rolnania  and my country, Japan, Mr. Naghashibi haa

participated in several international conferences as a member of the Jordanian

deLeqatLc+n, including the Arab eummi: conference in Alaer ia in 1973, the

international peace conference in Geneva in 1973  and the Islamic summit conference

in Pak Is tan in 19 4. He served as an alternate representative of his country to

this Committee at the 3Bt.h, 40 th and 41et seas ions of the General Aeeembly  l

Most  recently he was a Vice-Chairman of the Jordan deleqatj.on  to the

1;~tern~ttonaL  Confert?nce  cm the Relationship Hetween Disarmament and Dev~lopmcnt,

held this summer.

T am certain that hi.s  experience and dedication will. be extremely  helpful  for

the work of this Comrrri t tee. Tt is therefore my great pleasure to nominate him for

the post of Vice-Chairman or our Committee.

‘rhe  CHAIRMAN (interpret.ation  from French); T thank the representative of

Japan for h is s ta temen; nomina t Lnq Mr. Maher  Nashashibi of Jordan as

Vice-Chairman, T thank him also for his kind words to me a1.d  I muld  bwj  him TV

convey, c:n  behalf of the Commt ttee and 00 my own behalf, my profound qra titude  to

Mr _ Morihisa Aoki for his outstanding contribution to the Committee’s  work as

Vice-X:ha irman  ,I  t t as t year ‘R fJeRfI ion -
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There being no other nomination, I take it that, in accordance with rule 183

of the rules  of prmadure  and with established practice, the Committee does  not

wish  to hold an election by secret ballot and declares Mr. b&her  Nashashibi  elected

Vice-Chairman of the First Camaittee by acclamation.

MK.  Maher Wa.&aahibi-  (Jordan). was-  elected Vice-Chairman of’  the First Committee

by acclamation I

The C3iMM.M  (interpr&tion  from French) t X wish nou  to convey to the

two Vice-Chairman  my warmest cmgra  tula tfons  on their election and assure them  of

my co-operation throughout the work of our Co~W~ittee.

E&BCSXOW  OF TBB  RAPWRm-

The CNMRMAH  (interpretation from French) : I now call on the

representative of Burkina  Faso, tdr, Michel  ~onvel  Dab.

MS.  RAEI  (Burkina Faso) (interpretation from French) : The delegation of

Burkina Faso is truly pleased to extend to you its heartiest congratulations on

Your election as Chairman of the Fir et Committee. For a thousand and one reasons,

including the fraternity between our tuo peoples, my delegation can pledge to you

its fullest supper  t as you discharge your task ZLB  Chairman.

As Rapporteur  of the First Committee at the forty-first regular session of the

General Assembly and in keeping with a will-established tradition, it is our very

pleasant privilege to nominate Wr, Katimierz  lbmaszewski,  menber of the Polish

Permanent Mission in New  York.

After completion of higher studies in Krakow,  Comrade lbmaszewski studied

foreign relations in Hoscow and Warsaw, earning a master OS degree in intemktifml

affairs. #r. TbmasZeuski  began  his oareer  in the Poreign Affairs Mfice in Poland

in 1962. A diplomat in Beirut frbm  1964 ti 1969, in Moscow from 1974 to 1979,

Mr. ‘Mmaszewaki  has also been a meff&er  of the International Commission for Control

NIP Supervision in Lams and participatd  in a number of international conferences.
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He 1~ fami l ia r  w i th  rhs work of t h e  Ganeral  Aesambly  and  throughcut  hBc%

demonstrated real mmpetence. Obv  ious  iy , Mr. mmaeaeuski  ha% the ’ l.sctua  1

qual i f icat ions needec!  ti, dlscharqe  h Is  tasks  m-t ab ly .

Mr. ‘JMmaezewsk  A hnu the tact of an enper ienced  diplomat. That, toqct  ther with

his savoir fa’ire and his ability  to de&l  with people, is an earnest ot the YuccWEJ- -

that he wi 11 surely en joy in the First Committee.

For all these reasons I woul~$ call.  on representatives to accept the nomination

of Mr. Tomaezewsk  i to the post of Rnpp)r  ceur  and t.o show  their trust in him by

ekoc t Lnq him to that post .

‘U,e  CHAlKMAN  (irrterprr!tati~n  irom Froncb) z..I\  - I thank the reprunentat.ive of

Burk ioa  P~RO  For h iu nnminn  t ion of Mr. Kazilnier  z Tomanzewlrkf  of Poland to the poet

af Rapportsur  Of the FiL  st Commi ttee. I extend to him my gratitude ftr.:  the kind

wordo ha* addrensed  to me and a.equest  h i m  tn convey, in my own rjanc  and on behalf  of

the Commi ttee, our sincere gr ;lti  tude to Ambassadx  DouJ.aye  Corentin Kl  fur the war k

he d id  ao  competent.ly  as  Rapporteur  ol t h e  Firet Commit;ee  at the fort.y-first

Members of the Committee have junt heard the raoreeentative  of Burkina Faso

nom ina t inq Mr. Kazimi er z TIOntaszcwsk  1 a~  Rapper  teur. w thr P are no other

nominations, T take it that the Committ+?e  wishes  to foLLcn#  the? procedure a&ptcd  so

fcrr and refra in f rom holclinq  a secret ballot and oonemuently  declare

Mr. Kazimi.erz  Tomavzewsk  i tylected  Ray~wr  teur of the First Committ.ee by acclamation.

Mr. Kazimierz  Tomaszewskj.  (Poland)  wa8 elrbcted  Rapportour  of the First--_1--- -.-- -.I__

Committee by acclamatio.1.---I_

The (:~HAlRMAN  (interpr tJt;ltion I rom French) I-I__.--- I wish to convey my wal  m

conoratula t ions  tr>  the rel#resenta  t i.ve of Poland on hot,  ?lectio  1 a8 Rapporteur  of
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I wiash  now to draw the attention of members of the Committee to rule 110  of

the rules of procedure of the General Aaeambly, which reada  aa fo.‘lowe:

“Congratulations to the officers of a Main Committee shall not be

expreesed  except by the Chairman of the previous session - or, in his absence,

by a member of his delegatinn - after all the officer3 of the Committee have

been elected”.

I hope that rule will be respected, and I should be grateful to delegations  if they

would omit the customary compliments at the beginning or. their stntementR.

I call now on the representative of the C&rman  Democratic Republic,

Ambassador Sieg fr ied Znchmann, Chairman of the First Committee at the forty-first

Bessiorr  of t,he ;encral Asaembly.

Mr. ZACHMANN (Clr man bemocr a tic Republ ic) t Mr. Chairman, I should iike

first to thank you for the kind words you addressed to me. In my capacity as

former Chairman of the Firs.t  Committee I bad the honour and the pritilege  at the

flret  meeting of the Committee to nominate you for the chairmanship. In doing 80  I

WaB  aware of your outstanding diplomatic experience and your personal and

professional  qual i t ies , which fit YOU  to guide the work of the First Committee with

efficiency and skill.

your election by acclamation was  a clear expression ot the great confidence of

members of the Committee and of their firm will  to give you their full a~istance.

I petmnally  can asaure you that the delegation of the German Democratic Republic

will render you it.8  unqualified sup;qrt  in the discharge of your responsibilities-

I should like  a4.m  to express my s inct e congratulations to

Ir. Carlo8 Jo&&  Guitierrez, Permanent Repreeen  ;ta  tive of Coa ta Rica I and to

Mr. Ali  Haher Nashaehibi, Minister plenipotentiary of’ Jordan, on their election a8

Vice-Chairmen. There is no doubt that they have the personal and professional
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quallficatione  to contribute effectively to the success of the important work ahem

of us, and in particular of tile taek of the Chairman.

I wish alsc  to conqratulate  Comrade Kazimierz  Tomaszewski,  Counsellor at the

Permanent MIasion  of Poland to thf= IJnited Natione, who Rae been elected

Happr  teur . He will have a very delicate and responsible function to perform. We

all  have full confidence in his skill and abilitFes.

Permit me tc express my deep gt-atitude to the rnembeLf3  of the Committee for

their active and substantial participation in our deliberations last year, and for

their efCrtctive co-operation with the Committee officers. 1 am especially qrat.eff:la:

to the Vice-Chairmen, Ambassador Rochp  of Canada and Mr. Aoki  of Japi  n, and tc-,  the

Rapper  teur, Ambassador Ki of Burkina Faso. My best wishes go tie th I

Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs, Mr. Akashi, and to the

Under-Secretary-General  fat PoLitical. and Secprrlty  Counci l  Af fa irs ,  Mr.  Safronchuk,

for their excellent performance  of their responsible functions. I am convinced

that both of them wi.11 fu.Lfd.1  the duties of their high  offices with the Same

tireless efEor  t-s as did your respect ive predecessors, Mr. Mar tenlion and

MK. us t i.nwJ  , t o  the tbc)nf~fi  t  ,)I:  the work  of the C o m m i t t e e .

I also owe a special debt  of rlrat  itude to the Secretary of the Commi.ttee,

MK. Kheradi, as  w e l l  a~  to his able associates in the Secretariat  staff ,  for  their

steady supper t and v,rluable advice.

We beqan our work last year follrlwirrg  the attainment of a t, etoric milestone -

t h e  meet+:rq  a t  Reykjavik  - wttich  for the first time radeed  the hs * of a

nuclear-r’r  ee war Id. This  year we are again commencing our deliberations aqainst

the ba<,kdrop of siqnificant rltwelopmcnte  in the international  situatfon. only a

few weeks aqr),  t hta  :;CW  i ct Iln ion an(i  t-tit-r  (Jn  i ted States agreed i.n  pr irrciple ta,



EMS/S A/C. 1/42/w. 2
13

(Mr. Zachmann, German
wmxxatbc  E&public)

nuclear missiles , a measure that. for the f ip~st  tima would involve the destruction

of existing nuclear weapons, It ls to be hoped that. the successful conclusion of a

treaty a that subject will generate fur thar  aqreemen  ts, including agreements on

strategic weapons. Another enmuraqinq de-relopnent  is the aqreement reached

between thme two !&ta  tee on beg inn inq full-scale s taqe-by-s taqe neqot ia t.ions On

nuclear tee tinq. Such proqress in bilaters: Fegotia tions will undoubted!.y  have a

positive impact also on the mult.ilateral  negoEiatinq process.

As we beqin  to perceive breakthrouqha on the horizon, it shculd be pointed out

that it ie imperative that efforts be intensified to preserve the integrity of the

anti-ballistic missile  Treaty and t.o prevarlt  an arms race in outer space.

The positive results achieved at the Stoc4hoJ.m Conference c*n Confidence and

Secur  ity-Building Measures and Disarmament in Euro*  and the war k under way at

Vienna show that despite differences of opinicm conccrte and verifiable agreements

are possible in the sensitive field  of mil.itary security,

We have also reached the stage of the emergence of the genuine prospct  that a

convention ten  the wor Id-wide prohibition of cbemicnl.  weapons may be within reach.

P:  am pleased to note that as a result of OUT joint endeavour@ during the

deliberations in the First Committee last year $be  International Conference on the

Hela t.ionshfp  Betws-f?rr  Disarmament and Development  I was held in Augutlt  and

September 1987~  it successfully concluded its work by adopting a Final rhcument  by

consensus. What is now needed are earnest efforts by all, in particular, towards

the implementation of i ta prograrmne  of action,

The solution of these issues, the most pressing facing mankind, requires the

creation of ConIltions  ftVr lasting  and mmpr:&enBive  intarnatdonal  securi\y  In the

spirit  of the Charter and in ac *ordance  wi th the r.  eali  t ies of the nuclear and +jpace
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Dur inq the for Qy-second  sees  ion, the  Piret  Committee will have to tackle

complex issues of disarmament and international security. What matters now,

there fore, ie that it undertake every effort to accomplish that task in a

constructive  and business-like manner, in order to make a significant contribution

to the solution  of those problema  which are of utmost concern to the int ta tional

Commun  i ty .

Last year, the First Commit.tee  adopted 67 propoenls dealing with vat lo a

questions of arms limitation and disarmament, am well.  as  seven proposals rtb+rding

internafrional eecurity  and the queetion of Antarctica. Constructive approaches,

flexinility  and a readineea to cocnpromies prevailed in our deliberations and

negotiations and led to the adoption by consensus of a number of draft resolutions

on important subjecta. We should once again endeavour to continue in the  Same

spirit and to undertake efforts to improve our mrk further.

Despite the positive  developments, some of which I outl.ined  above8 we

rSOqnize  that there are atill area8  where much remains to be accomplished; hence

Lt is my sincere  hope that the Comrittee wila  redouble its efforts and press ahead

resolutely with a view to contributing to the realization  of a more secure and

peaceful wor Id through disarmament l

1 wish now to 8ay a few worda on the question of further enhancing the

ef fect iveness of the First Committee’s working methods. In that connection,

members  Wl1.l  recall that in recent yearso  particularly since 1983, increasing

attention has been focused on the question of tie methods of work of the Fj.rst

Committee. Drawing upon their experience , vario!!s Chairmen of the First Committee

have at var ~OIJS  sess  ions offered useful suqges  t ione on how to ref :ne and 8 tr ead  in@

the procedur  es of the ( ~mmi t tee.
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At the Committee’s session last year, I, in my capacity as Cha i man, convened

several meetinge  of an informal group of friends of the Chairman, consiatinq of

some of the previous Chairmen of the Committee as well as representat.iVes  of

regional  groups, for the purpose of further examining the queation of possible ways

and means of improving the effectiveness of the Committee’s work. Based on those

and other oonsultations  with individual delegations, I informed the Commit-tee at.

its concluding meeting that, although divergent views still persisted on ci  nuder

of specific proposals, a certain measure of agreement on one or two aspect.8 seemed

to have emerged. Thus, delegations were generally of the opinion that greater

efficiency could be realized  if more time were allowed for the consideration of,

and actial  on, draft resolutions, thereby facilitating the process of consultations

and negotia t.ions which might enable the Cosuni  ttee to succeed in mrqinq  cer ta in

draft resolutions.

In that connection, a .aumber  of delegations appeared to be willing to consider

advancing the commencement of the First Committee’s work by one week. A5 an

in tegr al par t of th is process, a general agreement. also seemed to be evident that~

the Commit,  tee should es tnblish  an early dead1 ine for the submission of draft

resolutions. In the same statement I also informed the Committee that it was my

intention to continue those consultatiorrs on the subject during the intervening

period between the forty-Eirst  and forty-second  sessions of the Gent?ral Assembly.

Accord ingly  , I convened a further meeting of the group of friends of the Chairman

in New York 011 10 September 1387, with a view  to carrying forward the necessary

cons ul ta t ions.

Tt will  of tour  se be recalled that in addi  t-ion tr, the various discussions that

have occurred within the framework of the First Committ.ee, the Disarmament
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Committee under a relwant  agenda item. A nunS>er  of propoaalrr  have been put  by

VcIr  iolls deleqa  tione in the tour se of those deliber  ntiona,

As I stated earlier, the consultations revealed that although rome rignifioan

divargenciee  of  viewpoint on specific  il~sues  still  remain,  there alma  appaated t-c

be an emerging convsrqe -e of visws an cer tuin  aspects. Accord in9Py , i t  t,a%d uec

neceeeary  that further intensive  consultationo  be conducted on the atiject  with a

V i e w  to enabling the Committee to t.ake  certain &cigion8  cn  this nattor by the

clcee  of thie seseion.

In the meantime, howwet, at me who has been initimately  involved in this

eubject.  matter, I feel  (.t  ie incutisnt  up m e  to presernt to thr Commlttaa  certain

auqqestionta  ff.?  my own part which the Camni ttee might, in i to wim&m, wirh to

consider for future implementation, following further in tens iva c0nmu.l  ta tionm -

These suqqestions area

- To start the aubetantive worh of t.he Pit at Cami ttee dur in9 the lamt week

of the general debate in the plenary, theraby l xpandinq the commit teo*~ tine frame

but schedulinq awroxFmateLy the aa~y1  nuder  of maetinqs of the CarunfttaO am

previously. This measure would afford the Committee the due degree of flexibility

in Rcheduhinq  its meeting8  and by allowing more time during the @ta90 of

coneidaration of draft resolutions that would facilitate the procelre  of’

consul.  ta tions and neqotla tionet

- TO combine the two phaese  which are naw Listed a5 “General debate on all1

agenda items” and “Statements on specific disarmament a nda iterne and continuatio

of qaneral  debate”. This would enable the Cmittae  at tha very outeat  of i.tr  war

to give attention to specific items on the disarmament aqenda,  concurrently with
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- To further advance the deadline for the submission of draft resolutions, as

feasible, in order to give more time for their s&sequent  oxxsideration;  to reduce

the nU&s:  of resolutions by cbnbhing  prspooalls cm the same  issue snd thereby

attempting to achieve amsensus. As an auxiliary measure, the draft resolutions on

which action is completed in the Committee should be transmitted thereafter at the

earliest possible date to the plenary of the General Assembly for its oonsidetationq

- And, finally, to devise a nmdality according to which certain procedural

matters, such as taking note of reports, studies, etc., should be the s,ubject not

of resolutions but of decisions by the Committee.

These suggestions that I have made are of a preliminary nature and should, of

course I be construed ss my personal suggsstfons  onlly. Undoubtedly I the Committee

will wish to examine carefully and at length the other valuable proposals that have

been made  in t)re past and would be forthcoming at our current Bession.

The CHARtMA&  (interpretation from French) t Gn bshalf of the officers of

the Committee, as well as on my own behalf, I should like to thank th@

representative of the German Deraocratic  Republic, Ambassadm  Zaamsnn,  for his kind

words to the Vice-Chairmen, the Rapporteur  and to me. I am grateful for his

co-operation and support to the officers of the Conraittee  in the discharge of their

f uIc tions I and ‘; ’ hope to be able to benefit from the experience he aoquired  last

year when he conducted, so effectively and onmpetently,  the proceedings of this

Conuni  t tee.

I now call on the representative of Costa Sea, Ambassador

Carlo8  Joa& Gutierreo.. J

Mr* ~TESRES  (Costa Rica) (interpretation from Spanish)%  I should like

first of all to congratulate you, S&r, an your electiccd,  and to thank you for  Your

kind words on my elsction  as Vice-Chairman of this Coarafttee. 1 pledge to you my



(Mr.  Gutierrer&,  Costa Rica)

fullest co-crpera  tim and will  dc4 whs  tever  I can bo  con tribute to the swcc8SS  of the

I would also like to thank the repleesentative  of Canada for his kind words

ken he nominated me1 as we11 aa the me&em of the Committee who unmii#sUS~y

sqqor  ted my nomination. I plan to uork with the  Chairman and the other members of

the bureau to the fullest extent of my ability in ai) effort to Ming  about the

success of our work. I hope that the Committee  will thus be able to mqleter its

buby  schedule which contains  many items  of much importance to the world and to the

United Nations.
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The CHAIRMAt  (interpretation froa Ftench)r I thank the reptssentativg  of

Costa Rica, vice-Chairman of the First Committee, for his kind words, and I should

like in turn to assure him of my moat cordial  sentiments. I am cxrnfident  that I

can count on his active assistance and co-apefatfm4

1 now call cm  the representative of Yordan, Pk. mhez Nasbashibi,

Vice-Chairman of the First Comnit~e=

Mr. MSHASHIBI  (Jordan) s I should  like to express my sincere

appreciation to the members of the First Camittee  for electing me Vice42hairmsn.

I am grateful for the Committee’s oonfidsncar  and am  lading  forward to working with

you, Mr. Chairman, in dealing with the raeter  of &aft tsaolutions  at the

forty-second session of the General AsreWly,

I take great pleasure in congratulating you must warmly, Sir, on having

achieved high distinction and I am sure your diplmtic rkilt  and experience will

guide us in a most satisfactory manner through the work of the Cctmittee. I should

like to assure you of my full support in the discharge of your respmeibilities.

I should also like m express the deep thanks a0 gratitude of my delegatia

to the former Chairman of our Committee,  Mr. Zachmann  of the German bsnmcratic

Republic, for the diplomatic skill that enabled h&m  to canduct  the work of the

Cosnmi ttee in a most satisfactory manner.

In that Wnnection,  f also wish to exprem my  sincere thanks and gratitude to

my colleague and neighbour, Mr. Abe of Japan, fat hi8  very  kind  words about me and

for his kindness in presenting me in such a flattering manner.

T should also 1. ike to convey my sincere cmgra  tula  tions  to

Mr.  Carlos  Jose Gutierrea of Costa Rica on his election aa Vice-Chatrmanp  and I

should like to congratulate Mr. Tomastewski  of Poland, who has beem  elected

Rapper  teur.
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In taking up my  duties, I am daighted to know &at I can  loo4c fcward to the

cO,-operation and support of the other members of the C ittee and my colleaguss  in

the Bueeau  and the Secretariat and the valuable experisuce  of tile Deparmt  for

DiSamament  Affairs under the guidance of its Bead, Xr. Yanushf  Akashi,

The First Cosmit2ee  is once again set to emark  on substantive consideration

of the items on its agenda devoted to disarmslaant  and international security. We

are beginning OUT work this year just as a summit meeting iu  about to take place in

Washington between President magan and the General-Secretary of the Union of

Soviet  Socialist Republics, m. 6orbachev.  In this ccmecticmr  we welume  the

agreement that is emerging behreen  the two super-Parers  to eliminate medium-tangs

and tiorter-range missiles. I am sure that I reflect the raNrent of the

international amsunity  as a whole when  I say that we are optinistie,

I hope that ws in this Camnittes  CM reflect by our actions the current

optimism in the world and that at this session ra can do our part in reaching out

towards achievement of the multifaceted objective of pssce that the people of the

world expect of us*

I wish you, Mr. Chairman , and this Cusmi Otis every success in our ask.

The CHAIIFIAN  (interpretatias  from French)t  f Frank the representative Of

Jcrrdan for his kind words. I should like to assure him Of sly most cordial

sen ti!nents. I am very pleased at the prospect of m-operating with  him and I am

sure that X will eujoy his active support,

I now call a3 the representative of Poland, Hr. Kasirisrs BmasseWkf~

Rarppor  strur  of the First Comi  ttee.

Mr  l ‘PDEIAS~EWSICI  (Poland) t First of all, Sir, I should like to

cdngretulate  you an your election as Chairman of this Committee. I am confident
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that our Commit tee ia in very good and exper  ienced  h ande. I wish also to take thie

opportunity to congratulate Mr. Gutierrez of Costa Rica and Mr. baehaehibi of

Jordan on tneir election as our Vice-Chairmen.

At the same  time, I should like br iefly  to excpr  e8s to the member 0 of the

Committee my sincere appreciation and gratitude for the great honour conferred upon

me and which I consider a tr ibute to my country, Poland, whose tireless effor ts

toward6  real di.-rarmament  and collective international eecurity  are well known to

the Commi  ttee. X Should  like to asaure them that I will  do my beet to prove worthy

of the trust and confidence they have placed LPI  me.

(apoke  in French)

Finally, T should  like to express my warmest thanks to the repreeentative  of

Burk ina Faso for his kind words  to me and for h is nomina t ion. I should also 1 ike

t.0  assure our Chairman and all the Vice-Chairmen of my whole-hearted co-operation

in the difficult work of the Bureau.

The CHAIRMN  (interpretation from French) x I thank the Rapporteur  of the

F!ret Committee for his kind words. I am grateful to him for having stated hia

Wish  to co-operate closely with  me and the other officers of the Committee.

I am sure that when I state that it is our intention to work closely with him

at the forty-second session of the Cdneral Assembly, I am expressing not only my

own view j,ut  also that of the two Vice-Chairmen.

Raving elect.ed  its officere, the Committee has thus concluded  consideration of

the f ira t i tam cn  h.  ta qenda for today.

ORGANLZATION  OF WORK (A/C. l/42/1  ,nd A/C. l/42/3)

The CRA~lW~  (int.erpretation  from French) z I draw the attention of

delegations to document AJC. 1/42/l. of 2 1 Septe~er  19137, containing a letter dated

18 September 1987 addressed to me by the President of thtb General Aeeembly  and
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informinq  me that the General Asflembly decided at i ts third plenary meeting to

refer 26 items oi the agenda to the First Committee for its consideration - namely,

items 48 to 73.

I should like to begin by stating that I have held the neceeeary consultations

with a view to drawing up and submitting to the Committee a proposal on the

organization  of work for the present session.

Aa members are al.1 aware, according to established practice, the First

Committee begins its substantive work only after the conclusion of the general

debate in the Assembly. Members know the reasons for this well-established

tradition and I therefore need not go into them. Fur thermore, members will recall

that. in the course of consultations on the rationalization  of the Committee‘s work,

par t.ic.rLarly  those consul tations  conducted by Mr. Zachmann, who was Chairmn of tht:

First Committee last year, some members thought it might be possible fur ther  to

rationalize  the work of the Committee by advancing, perhaps by one week, the

beginning of our substantive work.

Some delegations have once again put forward a similar proposal in the tour  se

of the informal ccjnsultationn I just mentioned. However, I have come to the

conclusion that if there waR  a tendency in favour of establ’shing  that practice JO

of next year, most rl Iegatitlns  would prefer, at the current session, to proceed  88

we normally do, beqinr~incl our substantive work after the general debate in plenary

meeting *

Several othtr practical factors were taken into account, particularly the

meetings of foreiyn mi,ni.sters  and heads of delegatfc>ns  of the non-nlignc-?ai  COUIltries

at the forty-second session of the Gzrreral  Assembly.
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That being the case, I should neverthelesta like to stress that I int.end  to

examine the matter wit)4  the clorseret attention in the CXXI~BCI  of the consultations

that I intend to hold cn the simplification and rationaliention  of the work of the

LmUnittee. In that context, I intend to maintain the useful  practice of

consultations initially in an open-ended group of friends of the Chairman.
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If the Committee deems it necessary, a special working group would also be Set UP

for this purpose, as proposed last year by Ambassador  Alatas, Chairsan af the

Committee at the fortieth session. when consu~tatisns  seem about to ybad results,

the Committee might perhaps wish to consider the possibili~  of holding an infotmal

plenary meeting before finalizing the appropriate decisions on the various

proposals relating to the rationalisation of the working methods of the Cum&,ttee,

including those relating to a possible reorganization  of the Ccmunittee’s  agenda-

In this regard, I should like to state that, taking as our point of dapartute

the praiseworthy efforts of ny predecessorsp  who as Chairmen of the CosPaittaa,  lPade

such valuable contributions, I shall do my very best to make sure that the wark  of

the Committee is conducted as effectively and ratimally  as peesiblc. S ahodd

like to reoall  the innovation intrduced at the thirty-eighth seasion  by the

representative of Norway, Mr. Tom Eric Vraalsen,  which  was to “regroup” ti%s draft

resolutions. It contributed very much to facilitating the voting procedurs,  &cc,

then, this procedure has become accepted practice in the Com&tbaa,  a pWZthe

which  I intend to maintain I as was pointed out by Ambassador Zachmann, Chairman at

the forty-first session. I have also drawn inspiration froaP another useful 8QaBUW

Introduced  by one of my predecessors: advancing the deadline for submitting draft

resolutions on i terns relating to disarmament. I hope this will give delegaticm

enough time to hold necessary consultations before any decision is taken ar Werre

draft resolutions. I think Ambassador Zachmann  in his statemmt  jurt nOw  al843  Put

for ward this sqges  tion .

I turn now to an&her  point. The Committee will recall  that the e;cnarcal

Assembly r at its third meeting on 18 September 1987, decided, on the Gar~Efi

Committee’s reoommendation,  that in view of the financial praBlaras  which  wnunue
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to face the Uni ted Na t ione, and in light of the process of renewal and reform which

ie under way , not to fix in advance a cloeinq date for the work of our Committee

and to atr Pve to reduce the duration of the forty-second ae66ion.

I therefore think that it would be desirable for MI  to orgarrize the work of

the Commit tee in euch a way aa to be able to conclude our work at the la tee t by

Wtbdnesday  , 25 November 1987. Consequently, the 61*~tani-‘*** work of the First

Committee would ruI from Monday, 12 October to Wednesday, 25 November, a total of

33 working days in which we would be able to hold at most 66 meetings, provided, of

cob*-se, that we can get conference aerviceo. I should like to point out here that

last year the Committee held a total of 59 meetings) therefore,  with a concerted

and sincere effort to make efffbctive  and rational use of the resource6 available to

US, I am Certain we can perform our task witilout undue difficulties. In that

regard, and in the light of the current financial situation of the Organization,  it

ia my how that- everything possible will be done to make it unnecessary  to hold

additional meetinge, which would be contrary to our goal of re&\clnq  the lenq th of

the Committee’s work. .,Iowever  , if circunstancee  genuinely call for additional

meetings, it would be desirable  to provide fm Satutday  meetings rat) !-  than niqht

meetings, for which it. would be more diffixJt to arrange conference servicea.

AB  provided for in the programme of WOF k J the Committee will deal first with

the items  on the agenda relating t.o  disarmament, that is,  items  48 to 69. On these

points, I propose to devote the period from 12 October to 22 October 1987, or 18

meeting8  at the most, to a general debate in all the items on the agenda relating

to disarmament -

Prom 23 October to 3 November, a tota of 16 meeting@,  delegations will be

able to make 8 ta temen ts (.m  any i tern or group of i telaa  OTI  ihe agenda relating to
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disarmament. In no way,  however, doe8 this prejudge the right of L1elegations  to

make a gtneral  statement dur ing the per iod  devoted to statements  on individual

i tern6  .

The period from 4 October to 16 November 1987, 18 meetings  in all, will then

be devoted to an examinaF.ion  of draft  resolutions on all agenda i terns relating to

disarmament which will have been submitted to the Committee, and to taking

decieione  on them. I  think  t h a t  t h e  t i m e  a l l o t t e d  f o r  this phase  o f  o u r  work  will

give delegations enough time to examine the draft reeolution,s and to undertake the

neceesary  consultations 80  that the tsxte finally adopted can enjoy the broadest

possible consensus. Ae  I h a v e  a l r e a d y  s a i d , 1 intend to follow the procedure of

grouping reeolutionR together before putt.ing  them ti the vote. In due course 1

shall be preaenting specific propoaala on the matter.

The deadline for eubmiesicm  of draft reaolutione  on agenda it-ems relating to

disarmament would be 6 p.m., Tuesday, 27 October 1987. This is at the euggeetion

of the former Chairman of the Commit tee that we advance the deadline for the

presentation of draft reeolutiona. I urge delegations to ahow  co-operat.ion by

respecting Lt. strictly. Once again, I should l:k{* to streea  that 1 1 e set

dead1 inee  a8 advanced as possible, since it was deemed possible to give delegations

enough time  bo proceed to contiul,ta t&one before taking a decision on the draft

resolutions in queP  +ion. l&legations  are urged to submit their draft resolutions

as imcm  as paw  ible  , even during the period of the general debate, so that

statements on par ticulac item6 can also be made  on texts already presented.

Fur thermore, it ie indiapenaabla for delegations to present as soon  ae

possible  all draft reeolutions  having  implications  for the Jrqrame  budget  ~0 that

we IMY  meet the deadline for their presentation to the Fifth Committee.
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After finlshhg  the work on the items of the agenda on disarmament, the

Cmittee  wilP  turn tp the next phase of its work, namely, the general debate on

item 70 of it8 agenda - the Question of Antarctica - examination of the draft

r~olution  or draft resolutions relating thereto, and adoption of decisions on it.

w e OOLtld  &Vote  I7 ad 18 November fm fhat  item - a total of four  meetings. That

allotted  time would be the same as that allotted to the same item at the

forty-first sessian. The deadline for the presentation of a draft resolution or

draft resolutions on agenda item  70 will be Tuesday, 17 November  at noon.
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After having taken a decfeion on agenda item 7G,  the Firrt Committoo  will w

the time remaining, that i#, the period from 19 to 25 Novent,er,  for oonmideration

of agenda 1 Lemrr 71,  72 and 73, on questiona of international rocurity. It will

therefore have 10 meetinga  to devote to the general debate on that group of itonm

the consideration of relevant draft resolutions and decirricnr OCI  Thor* I n  the

light. of paat experience I think that the time allotted for oonridoration  of the81

agenda item8 should give delegations sufficient tine  to hold conrultatiom  bmfofe

the Committee takea  docfsions on them. Ths deadline, then,  for the l &nimmion of

draft reeolutions on agenda items relating to international security, agmndrr

itmns 71, 72 and 73, will be Friday, 20 Novenher 1987, at. 6 p.m. sharp.

By following the programme of work and calendar I have met forth, the Firmt

CommitWe  should be able to oonclude  within the allottad time itr conaidoration  oi

all the i terns er trusted to i t by the General Aesenbly. I woul6  like to point out

that  this programe  of work and t.imetable  are both baaed on thet  hypothesis  that

flexibility will also be a primary considerat ion in our ude of the t.ime and

facilities made Ewailable  TV UB  - solely,  of courcle, to the extant. that it en&l-

us to organize our work mote efficiently~

At. t.h  re atage , and if I hear no objaction, I shall take It t,hat  the C-i  ttoe

is prepared to adopt the programme of work and timetable in document A/C.  i/42/3-

It wae so decided,

The  CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French) t T trhould  now 1 ike  to dr aw  th

Commit tee ‘9 a t.ten  t.ia to the r ulee  and recommendations  of the Gerceral  Aasenbly  on

the war  k of t.he &tin  Committees, and in particular thoee sat for th in document

A/TNF/136/‘Rew.l  and in General Assembly decision 34/401.

Tn accordance with the recomendakiona  of the General Commi.ttee  stisaqumtly

approved  by the General Aase hl  y , for 1-eadrona  of ecmomy and in order to make  the
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best uee  of the t ime and faci l i t ies a l lotted to ~8, I in tend to begin mee tinge of

the  Committee punctually at LO a.m. and 3 p.m., and shaP1  dc my best to ~djour  II

them at 1 P.m. and 6 p.m. T also in teno to call  mee tinqs of the Committee when

there is a sufficient number of speakers. I believe tha!- as a general rule there

should not be fewer than four speakers a.t  a given meetin  in order that we can make

the most efficient use ot: the time! and facilit.lele  ,nt  OUI:  d?.sposal  and sc that W I  do

not have to advance the closing time of our m. acing8  for lack of speakers.

L should also like to draw the Conunittee’s  attentfon  to the fact. that the!

General Assembly has decided at this seoaion to depart. from the rule that z quarter

off  the! members must be present fc t a mee t.ing  of R Ma in Commi  t.tee to be declared

open and for discuss ions to beg in. The Aesembly  made  that recommendation on the

an~derstanding  that such a departure from the rules  does not entaiL any permanent.

modLf‘cation of the relevant provisions of art.iclee 6’7  and 108 of: the rules of

procedure i.rnd that, in accordance with those f.rles, the presence of a majority of

memblers  is always required for hny decision to be taked..

‘“he List of speakers for the general debate on alL  agenda it.ems  z’eLat.ing to

disarmament is now open and will  be cl.osed  on l‘uzaday,  13 Cctober,  at 6 P-m-

Stldr  ;>. .Some  delegn tions ha!le already indLca ted their intention of participating in

the general deba te, and the Secret-m  iat  has noted their requcs  t.a. I would urge

delegations to inflcx Ibe  their names on the List of speaker  8 ~85  EIOOI~  t-m  they are in

a poai tion to do so.

In  order to facilitate the work of the Committee’s officers n!rd the

.%‘:t-e  tar iat, members of the Commirtee  should submit draft reaG~Ution5  as  far  lru

advance dfi  [x):3:sit>LF?  to illlow  sufficiq%t  time for <;u)nsulta(Tions. The Secretar la t

has  asked me to draw the attention of Committee members to the fact that draft

r e:lcbl  ut i<,n!-;,  amendments, K ev  is ions and r equee tu to be i41cL.  uded among the sponsors
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of draft recolutione’or  decisions rnuJt  be submitted in writing to the Secretariat

in order to avoid any pees  ible  mia under standing. Requee ta for the use of

conference rooms for group meetings shou1.d  also be submitted in writing ti th@

Secretar ia t a8 far in Cdvance  as possible.

Del3gat.ions  are a lso a&w ib ;::ovide the ounference officers with 30  copies

of all prepared 6 ta tements-

In the light of the importance and complexity of the items on the Committee’&

agendas it is essential that every opportunity for conaultatjon  and co*perat.ion  be

fu l ly  cxpl.orsd  aild  utilized.  T h u s ,  w i t h  crtJler  offAct  I sf  t h e  Condtt,ee and with

the am is tance  of all in terea  ted dolegz  t ions, I shAl1 do my utmost to ensure that

the  work of the session will be conducted not only in accordance with the agreed

timetable but also efficiently and cc,ns  tructively, in order to ensure the success

of our efforts.

If no delega  tl.w  wishes  to make any cormnen  te at th Is a tage, I propose to

adjourn the meeting now, and we will meet aqain, a8 decided, on Monday, 12 October I

at- 10 a . m .  sharp,  in  this  room.

The m e e t i n g  rose  a t  11.36  t;.m.- - -


