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The meeting was called to order at 10.45 a.m.

AGENDA ITEMS 46 to 65 and 144 (continued)

GENERAL DEBATE ON ALL DISARMAMENT ITEHS

Mr. ADAM  (Sudan) (interpretation from Arabic): In response to your

appeal I will confine myself to expressing my congratulations to youI Sir, on your

assumption of the chairmanship of this important Committee. I should also like to

congratulate the other members of the Bureau.

Once again this year we meet to discuss anew the questions of disarmament and

international security against the background of the extremely complex

international situation. The situation might give rise to more concern owing to

the lack of any hope or d&tent@  in international relations, d&ten&  would lead the

world out of the grave dilemma in which it finds itself. It was with great

interest that the world during the past few weeks looked to Reyjkavik, hoping that

the two leaders of the mightiest countries in this era would be able to lay the

first touches for the solution of the most important question facing humanity; that

is the cessation of the nuclear arms race and achievement of the world's dream of

its termination once and for all.

If we recognize that the atmosphere between the East and the West is not

characterized by the necessary mutual confidence to reach a substantive agreement

on a matter of that gravity and sensitivity , we can still reaffirm that we have not

lost all  hope yet. The nuclear arms race, which poses a real grave threat to the

survival of mankind, imposes'a special responsibility on the two super-Powers in

that direction. We encourage sue? important meetings. We hope that they wiil be

characterized by the necessary concern for the future of humanity and affirm the

desire to preserve man’s civilization and his achievements.
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w deleqntion will not in this  Statement be able to touch upon all the items

Jn the Committee'8 uqenda, reqardless  of their importance. We shall comment on a

number of aueetiono to which Sudan, as a non-aligned developinq country, attaches

certain impo,rtance. Sudan, like the overwhelming majority of the states of the

world, wlshea  to see an end to the nuclear acme  race and the prevention of the

horizontal an.f  vertical proliferation of nuclear weapona. In Bituatfone of

reqional conflict and deteriorating international  relations the threat posed by

that BiniRtet  race is too qrave  to iqnore. It i8 regrettable indeed tt t the whole

world hae become a hostage to the madneaa  of nuclear stockpiling and nuclear

intimidation.

The nuclear-weapon States have the direct responsibility of ridding the vorlf

of this threat once for all. In this respect, we believe that the tenth Bpecial

SefMiOn  of the General Assembly haB laid the foundations for the creation of a

multilateral  neqotiatinq  forum on disarmament iBfJuef3,  and has thus consolidated  the

principie  of collective reeponsihility  to achieve that qoal,

However , this important negotiating forum has been unable to diecharge fully

the duties  entrusted  to it because of the obetructive  postures of certain  powerful

Statea  which try by all means at their disposal to prevent other States from making

any mea?iingful contribution towards  the iBSUeS  of disarmament, SUch aB banning

nuclear weapons, ending the arms race iv outer space, and banning the production

and atockpilinq  of chemical weapons.

From thie point of view, we strees  the r!tmoBt  importance of the disarmament

conference which we consider the foremost collective instrument  for negotiation on

disarmament. We call for the unshackling of that forum and the removal of the

hurdles which have*  diminished  ite importance and virtually paralyaed  it.
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(Mr. Adam, Sudan)- - - - -

We have perused the report of the Conference on Dtssrmament in document

A/41/27  and it in  vlth regret that we say that it is an extremely frustrating

report in so far aa  it shows that all the substantive issues dealt with by the 1986

sess ion , at the Conference have not made any tangible progress auguring well for e

solution to the problem in the near future. The ending of all the nspects  of the

nuclear arma  race and the initiation of the presence of disarmament must begin with

the knediate  and con@ete cessation of all nuclear teata  on the surface,

underground, under water and in outer space.
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Here we munt  praise the Soviet Union’s initiative, nnmely,  its unilateral

moratorium on its nuclear tests. We support  the view of the Group of 21 and a

numher of other States in the Uiaarmament  Ccnference,  vhic+  calls tor the

establishment of an ad hoc  -ittee  to start multilateral negotiations with a view

to concluding a comprehensive treaty on a corrplete  test ban in all environments and

by all  States. We stress  th;. qeed  for all the participating group6 to ahow  their

readiness to reach a coneensus on the highest priority in disarmament. A situation

of such  magnitude cannot be left to the discretion of the nuclear-weapon States

a lone .

We also support the view that the present means of verification can

sufficiently guarantee compliance  with a test han and treat  the allegation that such

means are non-existent >%ould  not be used  as  a pretext to kncrease the development

and improvement of nuclear weapons. The ever-renewed appeal by the leadera of the

peaCe  initiative in the five continents to both the United States and the USSR to

put an end to aZi their nuclear tests, and the offer by those leaders to use their

good  offices to crest machineries capable of monitoring the voluntary test ban must

receive due attention,

W e  alao believe that the multilateral negotiations in the Disarmament

Conference could effectively contribute to a univer&lly  acceptable agreement and a

rsliahle  monitorinq  and verification system which would be supported by universsi

co-operation and based on complete  truck.

The doctrinea of nuclear deterrence have definitely contributed to the

increased sophistication  and praduction  of ncvlear  ueapone,  from one day to the

other. Thus,  they have contributed to the accele  ration of stockpiling and tleve

consumed in the process  huge financial and human reszwrcee  whioh  could have br?en
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(Mr. Adam, Sudan)-

channeled towards the achievement of prqtess  and  @asperity  for a?? the peoples of

t.he  world. If the philosophy  of 1,. :lear deterrence has succeeded 80  far in

preventing nuclear war, no one can really guarantee that it vi11  do ao for ever.

In addition to the ever-present danger of human error, there are the danqets of

machine error. The end result is that the world  has reaped nothing from all this

stockpiling of nuclear weapons but an ever-incte.>sing  terror and lack of confidence

between ita major Powers.

Aa  a developing country, we view with great concern the situation created by

the acceleration of the conventional arm6  race. The number of countries producing

such  weapons has increased, and the weapons have been so developed that they have

become instruments of mama destruction. The ptoduction  of conventional weapona  on

such  a scale has greatly contributed to the proliferation of hotbeds of extreme

tension in most  countries of the world. In addition to th; heavy toll in human

lives the production and deployment for  politllcal  and/or commercial gain of a.,zh

weapons have driven the countries of the third world into a spiral of fear,

mistrust and political and social instability. The constant need to procure

weapona  to defend their peoples and sovereignty has led to a situation wherein

thoee countr  ice  find themselves suc::ed  into alliances and polar izatione.  This has

reflected very adversely on their economic and social development programmes  and

has plunged those countries into the quicksanda of foreign debts which they cannot

repay. Flence, we support the adoption of urgent measuren  to stop the conventiorral

arme  race, reverse  ite trend and prevent the outbreak of conventional wars  which

could easily deteriorate into nuclear conflict. Agreement on limiting conventional

weapone  will  contribute to the lessening of nlntrulrt  and fear between  Statee  and

create a more relaxed atmosphere in international relations.
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I The intense teneion we now wlitneee  in the Middle East, Asia and Africa stems

from the cynical pollciee  of producing and deploying mire  and more  conventional

weapons.

While  the productiorr  and deployment of conventional weapons have proved to be

among the main causes of tension in today’s world we must add that thz  suspsct

co-operat40n  between the two racist rhimes  of South Africa and Israel in the field

of  nuclear technclogy  has also proved to bs a grave threat to international Peace

and security and a tool of intimidation and blackmail in two of the most sensitive

and tense regions of the world. The acquisition : y south Africa of a nuclear

capability has becoms  an ominous  reality which cannot bs  camouflaged by denials.

Xt  is also  well known that Israel has &en active in the area of nuclear armament

with  the help of certain nuclear States. It’s  partner in this endeavour is the

racist rhgime  of South Africa. The 1981 report of the Secretary-General on the

nuclear capability of Israel provides the strongest evidence yet in tht respecL.

In addition, The London  Sunday Times of 5 Qctobet  has published further information

on Israel’s  nuclear armaments and the nuclear devices in its possession. T h i s

information was  included in the testimony of an Israeli atomic engineer  who  worked

in the Dimone  Center in the Negev desert. On top of all that, Israel continues to

refuse to accede to tne  Non-Proliferation Treaty and rejects the idea Of placing

its nuclear facilities under the international aafeg  rards  syr em.

All this should alert us to the necessity of the establishing of a

nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East and the declaration of Africa as a

non-nuclear  zone . The establitihment  of such zones in different regions, such as

the Middle  East, Africa, Latin America, the south Pacific and the Indian Ocean, in

OUT  view, is one of the most effective means of curbing nuclear proliferation and

promoting the eventual cessation of I+ arms race.
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Think inq of complete  or partia I disarmament yLvaa  rise to the great dream of

security, stability and prosperity  for the whole world. The interrelat ionehip

between disarmament and development is self-evident. ‘It  is an organic relationship

which cannot be severed. General Assembly resolution  40/155  of 16 December 1985

gave the green light to the convening of an international conference on the

relationship between disarmament and developement. The proprrsed  conference hre now

been postponed until next year. We are confident that the General Assembly will

eet  Q elate  and venue for that conference in 1987, in its  present seseion.  The report

of the Preparatory Conrnittee, contained in document A/41/51, sets  the framework for

the conference -0 which Sudan, as a developing country, attaches special

importance. We do not wish  to be pessimistic  at this point in  time, but we feel

that ue  must draw attention to the doubts which some  profess to have regarding the

exietence  of any relationship between development  and disarmament. The aim of the

doubtful is clear enough: it is to pre-erupt  the conference an!l  make it appear a8

an exercise in futility.
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w e must speak of the arms race in outer space. International co-operation for

the use of Juter  space for peaceful purposes rmst  be the alternative to an arms

race in space. space  is the common heritage of humanity and must be used

exclusively for the pronrXion  of the economic and social development of all

nations. The logical thing to do would be to review existing multilateral and

bilateral treatias so aa  to render all activities in outer space exclusively

peace fu l . What  we should have in mind is not how to regulate the arms race in

outer space, but how to stop it altogether. Any attempt  to justify the

introduction of weapons into t&at  environment runs counter to that objective. The

United Nations and the international cormaunity  as a whole must strive, as a matter

of extreme urgency, to put an end to the rivalr iea in the field of space weapons.

The deployment of nuclear defence  networks in outer space runs counter to our

common human goal, nam !ly  nuclear disarmament on Earth. Space devices even if

merely defensive, are based on the assumption that the nuclee arms on Earth will

never end. Such  an assumption would certainly cantribute  to the weakening of

bilateral and multilateral efforts aimed at the cessation of the nuclear arms race.

Let us strengthen our .a* i th in the central role of the United Nations and its

forums in the promotion of international peace  and security, the non-proliferation

of nuclear weapons and, eventually, nuclear disarmament. Let LIEI  enhance the real

potential of the United Nations and use it to the full in this particular field of

vital importance.

Mr. AL-ALP1  (De)socratic  Yemsn)  (interpretation from Arabic) x On behalf

of my delegation, I wish to extend our sincere condolences on the sucden  demise of

President Machel  of Mozambique  to the militant people of Africa who have lost a
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leader of  their  f ight for  independence and a pioneer in the struqgle against

apartheid and for  the progress  and prosper ity  of  Afr ica .

May I extend to you, Sir ,  our  congratulat ions  on your  e lect ion to  the

chairmanship of the First Committee. We are convinced that. you will steer the work

of this Committee towards success. w e  should also  l ike  to  congratu late  the other

Off’cers  of  the Committee and assure t.hem  o f  our desire  to  co-operate  with them in

the performance of their tanks.

Every year when we begin this  debate in the First  Committee,  we  do  so  in  the

hops  that  our  deliberatfolrs  rill  result  in practical  and posit ive measures capable

O f  bringing about the Eundamsntal  objectitie  of  the Charter,  namely,  to save future

generations from the scourge of war, intensi fy the international  community’s

efforts to spare humanity the horror of nuclear war ,  put an end to the arms race,

part icular ly in the nuclear  sphere and in  outer space and ban nuclear tests. These

are  the  aspirat ions  o f  our  pcibp’  as. They ali  look forward to the achievement of

cleneral  and complete disarmament under ef fective internatioual  contrcl..

In the light of the grave dangers into which a humanity bent on

sel f -destruction is  rapidly s l iding, there is an emerging determination on the part

of the international community, to put an end to the arms race. This  was  re f l ected

in the Final  YJcument  adopted at  the f i rst  specia l  session of  the General  Assembly

on disarmament ,  which la id  down the internat ional  tiiaarmamant strategy.

However, the numerous disarmament resolutions adopted by the General Assembly

at its  fort ieth and previous sessions, have not resulted in any substantial

progress towards changing the deteriorat ing international  c l imate and br inging

about the de:; ired  disarmament. Quite to the contrary, certain States are stepping

up their  naked militar  i  t ic  stance which aims at  confrontat ion and mil i tary and
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strategic superiority without an, regard for the Es  tt of mankind. Thus the arms

race, particularly the nuclear arms race , continuse  unabated and its oininoue  spiral

continues to epew  even more sophisticated  weapon6 of mass destruction.

If our principal task here is to redouble our efforta  to safeguard the peace,

security and progress of all mankind and make possible the realization of OUK

peoplee’ aspirations, it is only natural that w e should look forward to any step in

that direction, no matter how small. We were gratified to witness the progress

achieved at the Stockholm Conference in the area of confidence-building measures.

W e  would have hoped for positive  results  from the summit  meeting of the

General Secretary of the Central Comittee  of the Communist  Party of the Soviet

Union and the President of the United States at Reykjavik especially  in the area of

nuclear disarmament, in fulfilment  of the hopes their Geneva meeting ira

Novefiber  1985  had held out to  the world. me do not need to review the COW  6e  that

the  Reykjavik meeting has taken but would like to state that it was the lack oE

political will to respond to the as->irations  of the peoples of the world, and the

petsistencc  in the policies of nuclear deterrence *nd  military and strategic

superiority which have made it impossiule  to reach agreement at Reykjavik. The

deplorable fact remains that no result has come out of that meeting with regard to

halting the arms  race. This is in direct contradiction to the commitments the

nucLaar  States have taken upon thenuselves  in the non-proliferation of nuclear

weapons to . :, rinue  to negotiate in good faith and search  for the effective

lneasures  c&pMie  af bringing about a rapid end to nuclear armaments and a treaty on

total and complete disarmament under effective international control.

With  reqard  to the disarmament conference, the situation remsine  frozen. No

progrese has been achieved in the substantial multilateral negotiation8 on urgent

questions, in spite of the prioritiee  which were unanimusly  a&opted  at the tenth

special. session of the General Aeaembly.



AP/f,* A/C. l/Il/PV.  18
1 6

(Mr.  Al-Alf i, Democratic Yemen)--.I_  -I  ---_-.--  --

We bel ieve that  the real  s igni f icant  contribution  to  the achievement of

disarmament would involve taking concrete meaaurerr  to eliminate the threat of

nuclear war, bring  about  a general  ban on nuclear  teste,  nuclear disarmament, the

prevent ion o f  the  militarixation  o f  outer  apace, the sett ing  up  o f  an overa l l

disarmament progranune, the conc lus ion  o f  a treaty on the non-use o f  nuc lear  arms

against  non-nuclear weapon States, and removing the obstacles obetructing  a  t reaty

banning chemical weapone.

In this  respect  we  w ish  to  praise highly the posit ive and constructive

in i t iat ivea  o f  the  Soviet  Union, part icular ly  ita  conrnitment  not  to  be  the firet  to

use nuclear  weapons,  ita  e f for ts  to  br ing  about  a ban of  nuclear  teats ,  and its

readiness to reduce its nuclear arsenals. We  hope  that  these s ignif icant

init iat ives  wi l l  result  in  the  adopt ion of  s imi lar  mtaaurea  by the other

nuclear -weapon States ,  part icular ly  the United States, in order to put. an end to

the dangerous  r ivalry in the bu i ld  up  o f  nuclear arsenals.

I f  ou r  ca l l  f o r  complete  and general disarmament is becoming ever more

pressing, i t  ia  hecaulle  we  are  aware  o f  the  threats  t o  the fate  of  mankind and i ts

progress. Indeed, the ouestion  of disarmament has become a matter of life and

death for mankind. Zt is a lso  connected  with  our  efforta  to  face  up  to  the

economic and social problems of development. T o  s h o w  po l i t ica l  w i l l  t o  b r ing  about

disarmament wi l l  make i t  poss ib le  to  ut i l ize  the additional  retiourcea  fo r  economic

and socia l  development of  allcountries,  part icular ly  the developing nationa.

Ralting  the arms race, reversing its course,  and channell inq the huge human and

materia l  reaourcerr, now being sauandered,  on military expenditure would help

relieve the misery and hunger of the majority of humanity.

It is on the haais  of  this  thinking that  we  were  g ra t i f i ed  a t  the  reso lut ion

adopted by the General Assembly to organize an international conference on the

relationship hetween disarmament. and development. It  ts regrettahle  that  in ep,te
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of the result8 achieved by the Preparatory Comittee  for this conference, it has

not been able to convene it at the scheduled date this year because of the

obstacle8 put in it8 way by a few states.

We are still hopful,  however, that a definite decision will he adopted at

this session  to convane  a conference for next year. We have high hopes that the

conference will have a positive outcome which will make it possible to channel the

re@ourcee  freed from  disarmament for t’:e  economic and social development of all,

particularly the doveloping  countries.

My Country  has supported the efforts Of the United NatiOns  to create

nuclear-weapon-free ronen, as a first step twacds general and complete disarmament

under effective international control and not an a substitute of the ultimate

objective of total disarmament which we hope the present efforts will achieve.

We still  think that the creation of a nuclear-weapon-free zone  in the Middle

East has three  indispensable  prereauisites  which have been clearly defined in the

relevant [Jnitsd  Nations reso lut ions . First, Israel must be  called upon to adhere

to the Non-Proliferation Treaty. Secondly, Israel should place all its nuclear

facilities under the safeguards of the International Atomic Energy  Agency.

Thirdly, Isyaal  mumt  cease to develop or test or manufacture nuclear weapon8 and/or

acouire  ouch weapons  by any other mean@. Ierael should net  be permitted to deploy

nuclear weapons or devices either in Israel or in the territories occupied by

Israel.

It  ha@ become extremely urgent to meet these three conditions in view of the

recent media revelations about the acquisition  by Israel  of a nuclear capability.

Thin hae & e n  c o n f i r m e d  h y  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t ’ United Nation6  Institute in

uisarmament  Research, presented at the fortieth session and by the

Secretary-General’s report which was submitted to the thirty-seventh seaeion.
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It in essential to alert the international camunity  to the seripus

consequences  of the acquisition.  by Israol  of nuclear weapons, particularly since

Israel has never shown any respect for the international community and has always

spurned it8 will. We call upon all States to condom Israel an.3  end any and all

co-operation with it in the nuclear field.

With regard to the African continent, the acouisitioo  of a nuclear capability

by the racist rigime  in South A! rica conpounds  the threat to international  peace

and security as it is the aim  of that r6giw  to perpetuate ita policy of apartheid

which the international community has been trying to eliminate. We believe that

the implementation of the Declaration on the benuclear itatiob of Afri-a,  adopted by

the Heads  of State and  Government of the Organization of African Unity !OAU)  in

1964 would be an important measure which would meet the aspirations  of the peoples

of the African continent in general, and of southern Africa in particular.

It is in this context that we condomar  the South African r6gime  for its

acouisition  of nuclear weapon8. We call for the imediate  halting of co-operatim

with that racist rigime. The acquisition by the two racist r6gims  of South Africa

and Israel  of the capability to develop nuclrar  weapons and their collaboration in

this field pose a grave threat to the’Arab and African peoples  in the Middle East

and in Africa, and indeed to international peace and security as a whole.

The international conxnunity  must take urgent and immediate action to face up

to thle  serious  developnent; and certain Western countries which provide South

Africa with the neceeeary eauipment which enables its r6gime  to develop nuclear

weapons, must bring that co-operation to an end. It it3  strange indeed that those

countries which continue to co-operate with Israel and South Africa have always

rc>t’used  to co-operate with other States which have placed their peaceful mclear

fdcilit  iec: under the safeguards of the International Atomic Energy Agency.
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The adoption of concrete waswe  to achieve the objective of the Declaration

makinq  the Indian Ocean  a xone  of peace, w i l l  constitute an important contribution

to the elimination of threats to the Indian Ocean and the promotion of  peace and

Becurity  in that area. In thim context, we  feel that the Conference on the Indian

mean  is a necessary and practical step  rapidly to achieve the objectivea  of that

Declwation. We call for all constructive  afforts  to be renewed. We want to uee

the necessary political will brought to bear to echieve  the objectives of this

Declaratiolr.

A,3  a coastal State on the Indian Ocean,  yo are conc>rned  to eee  the

obstructions of the work of the Comittee  on the Indian Ocean, against the wiahes

and will of the majority of members of that Committee. We call for effective

effort8 to be redoubled in order to hold a conference on the Indian Ocean on the

scheduled date in 1988.

Our co-  responsibility  reauires  the concerted efforts of ua  all to adopt

concrete meaaurea  to face up to the dangers which  beset us  and threaten the very

existence of civilization and the swvival  of humanity. The aualitative and

ouantitative  development of nuclear arsenals , the scheme8  of militarizing outer

Bpace,  the increase in military apending, the astronomical suma  swallowed up by the

arma  race and the effects of all that on the development of our Buntriea,  make it

imperative for UI to adopt effective measures  to realize the aspirations of our

people0  for complete  and  general d’.sarmament  under effecti internatlonel  control ,

in the interests of prosperfty  and progress  for all.
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kr.  TORNUUO  (?inland)  I rt is a pleasure and an honour for me to

congratulate you, Ambassedor  Zechman,  on your election to the high post of Chairman

of this Committee. Your experience of many international conferences and

diearmament meetings will be highly valuable in our common efforts. You can count

on the support of my delegation as you carry out your duties. My congratulat  iona

go as well to the other officers of the Coemittee, whom eminent qualities will

help to enauro  that the Cormbttee  will be able to work efficiently during this

session.

Lallt  yaar when I had the privilege of addressing  the Committee, I mentioned

that come  indiaatione of a positive change had emerged in the field of disarmament

and arm9  control. Today there are further positive signal  but there are alea

complications, a8 the meeting In Reykjavik has  sl;oun. We are nevertheless

encouraged by the serious  and wide-ranging efforts undertaken. We hope that the

dialogue and negotiations between the Soviet Union  and the United Statee will

continue patiently and product the results  hoped for by the whole international

cornunity. Meanwhile, we can note *'-mm progrtes on the multilateral side:

CCnCrttt  results were achieved at the Stockholm Conference#  the multilatsral

negotiation8  on a chemical vtapone  tr@raty  have progressed; the biological weapon8

Treaty wag succeeafully  reviewed last month In Geneva; andV  finally, we have noted

the mrld-wide  increaeed  intereat  in regional didarmament  measures, euch  ae

nuclear-weapon-frtt zontt. But, although thorn  are positive signs,  we must

conclude that as a whole the international situation  remains tense. The cont.inuing

military build-up is discouraging  in itself, but it is also an indication of the

preetnce  of fear, distrust and threats - or at least perceived threats.

On this occasion  I should like to c.,ictntrate especially on one important

element in all disarmament, arm+control and confidence-building  endeavours. I

want to deal with verification of wmplianct vith concluded agrtemente or treaties -
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a euhject which has heen  prazinent  in  other statements that we have heard in the

Committee this year. Verification is an important part of disarmament and

arma-control  aqreements. It is commonly accepted that verification of arms control

and disarmament should be fair, &lanced, non-discriminatory, clear in ita intent

and procedures and commensurate with the specific ares-control obligations agreed

upon. While these principles are widely accepted, they are more difficult to

rrxnlize  in all acuity, particularly in iueues  that are openly disputed and under

severe political strain.

We know that the major nuclaar  PO, rs  have differing views on the weight,

scope and place of verification in disarmament acccrds. Verification haa  baen

called by some “the critical element of arms control”, while another protagonist

has emphasized that “disarmament  without verification is impossit1e,  but

verification without disarmament is Likewiee  meaningless”. Therms  seems to be,

however , a broad basic consensus - even between the major nuclear Powers - that

adeouate  national or international vorif icr,+,ion  is essential in arms-control

agreements whenever they are considered verifiable, To  thie  general observation it

must be added that at present there seems to be an increasing trend towards

convergence between the two leading nuclear Powers in their more specific approach

to verification.

Of  course , verification is not, by definition, an end in itself. At least the

technical side of verification is always closely connected with the type of arms

requlation  or disarmament agreed upon. )ror  is verification a :ubstitute for

confidence e There must be some degree  of mutual trust betw+aen  the parties to a

negotiation even to qet it started. Verification can, however, increase confidence

hoth between the parties ati  in the aqreement itself. That, aqain, makes the

practice of verification easier and more acceptable. On the other hand, the need
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for the applicat  Lon of verification measures may become smaller with increasing

confidence. verification is a co-operative process, either in the form of passive

tolerance or as an active exchange of information.

The technology of verification is malting rapid fmprovemsnts,  but weapon

technology develops at least as fast, if not faster. There seems to be continuous

competition between those two, and one of the win tasks for weapon designers

unfortunately seems to be to imprave  the nou-verifiability of the presence or use

of their weapons.

Nuclear disarmament has repeatedly bsen  charscterited  as the primary and most

urgent. goal in our efforts. A nuclear war must never be fought. As far as Finland

is concerned, we are conmilted  to never acquiring nuclear weapons and we shall

never allow such weapons  on our territory.

In nuclear disarmarnant  as well as in its verification a swcial  responsibility

falls upon those States which possess nuclear weapons. Some forms of verification,

by secalled  national technical msans,  arc already, because of their technical

nature or because of the enornwus economic and human resources needed, the

prerogatjve of the leading nuclear Powers. Other Stat.6 have both a legitimate

interest in nuclear disarmament and arks  control and  a moral obligation to

contribute to the attainment of these objectives.

A comprehensive nuclear-test ban tresZy remains one of the most important

unresolved qljestions  on our- agenda. My Government has on several occae;.,xs

stressed the siguificance of this arms-control mea?ure , especially in view of the

limitations it would set on the qualitative developsrent  of nuclear weapons. It  i s

a first-priority issue, and  we have therefore welcomsd  even unilateral steps in

that direction.
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Finland has in aceordanco  with its policy of neutrality, offered its services

for  the promotion of disarmament. A8 a technologically highly developed country,

Finland participates in the international scientific cc-operation carried out Under

the auspices of ths  Conference on Di8armament  in Geneva. That co-operation has for

our part included essential  research and developlent  wrk,  the reauits of which

have been shared with other States. Recently this international scientific

co-operation has made significant progress. I t  wi l l  he possihlc  in  thh near  future

to test further the reliability of an international seismic verification system.

For many  years the mo8t  8ignificant diaagreenents concerning a complete  t%st-ban

treaty were related to verification reauirements. In the opinion of Finland they

at least should no longer prevent the actual negotiations from proceeding.

So far in the history of arms  control the most important single treaty to

which Finland has become a party i8  the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear

Weapons (NPT)  . In regard to the NPT Finland has actively participated in the

efforts to create and s’rengthen  the safeguards system of the International Atomic

Energy Agency (IAEA). The ultimate qoal should be the acceptance of full-scope

safeguards by all States parties to the Treaty , and uf  course accession to the

Treaty by those Staten that have not yet bcome  parties to it.
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Last year cne of the msin  questions deliberated in the Cormnittee  was the

problem connected with the use of outer spa-  for military purposes. Taking nw

verification as a point of departure, I hould like to stress t w c thing.

some  mllitacy activities in outer spece, for cxallple.  satellite monitoring,

are generslly recognized  as having a stsbllizing  effect. HWWU, the increased

USe  O f  Spa  technology  f o r  m i l i t a r y  purpoSea  and  Mpecially  an  open t#eSpJnizStion

of space and an arms race in space can be expected to endanger both this

stabilizing  function and our arms control endeavours  in general. Therefore, such

an arms race  must be prevented. we must keep in mind the inherent difficulties in

verification of any arms control agreement oonarning  space veapans.

ticlear-weapon-free  zcmes, as arrangemarts  for geographical limitations on

deployment and the threat or use of nuclear weapons, are regarded as strengthening

the non-proli  fera ticn  rdgime. The verificmtion  pcblenm  connected with these  Ames

were, among other things, analysed  in the cornpcehensive  study carried out in 1975

by a group of experts established by the Cannittee  of the Conference on

Disarmament. As  the merlbers  of the Conxnittee  will recall, the new study on the

same subject , undertaken in the period 1983 to 1985, cnder  the auspices of the

General  AeSetily,  did not materialize beoause  of disagreements between the metiers

of the study group. However, there are many spscific  questions, including those

relating to verification of sonal  agreement%,  which auld  benefit from further

Study.

Verifiation  issues have been essential in the  negotiations on a comprehensive

ban on  chemical ireapons. Finland has also developed verifioaticn  capacities for a

treaty banning chemical weapons. This national project, which started as long  ago

as 1972, seeks to dwelop verification methods that would cover non-production,

destruction of existing stocks  and detection of alleged use. The results of the

work dane  in the project are regularly published  in so-called Blue Books  and
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discussed at the Conference on Diaarmament in Gcmtva  and in scientific seminars

arranged in connection with the project.

One of the moat acute problemn  in the negotiations on chemical weapons ham

been the queetion of so-called challenge inspections. It is clear that effective

verification of a treaty on such weapons  requires on-site inspections am  well a8

the use of monitoring techniques, both national and international. In this

connection, it is encouraging to note the recent succeae  reached in Stockholm,

whete the 35  States participating in the Conference on Confidence and Security

Building  Measures and Disarmament in Europe agreed on the principle of compulsory

on-uite  inspections to verity allegations of non-compliance.

Confidence-building measures were alao one of the main  themes in the work of

the United Natione  Disarmament Commission laet May. Unfortunately , the extene ive

and valwble  findings of the Cormniesion  could not bs fully agreed upon and the

Commission’s report includes only draft guideline6  for appropriate typas  of

confidence-building measures on a global or regional level. We be1  ieve, however,

as does the Commission, that its work could be completed at this eeseiou  of the

General Assembly. The recommendations  and findings of the Coimnission  could then be

published in their proper form.

Confidence and security-building measures are still a relatively nw form of

regulation in the military field, but in general they can also be regarded as steps

towards disarmament. There exists an interesting two-way relationship between

confidence and security building measure8  and verification. Adequate verification

possibilities seem to strengthen these n*)anureta, and the confidence and eecurity

building measures for their part could be used to facilitate verification of more

far-reaching measures in the field of disarmament.

The main task of the Stockholm Conference did not, at this 6tage,  concern

disarnwment  as such, but confidence and security building meaautea. IIt  was  agreed

in the mandate for the Conference that the agreed confidence and security building
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measures should be .provided  with adequate forms of verification which correspond

to their content”. The verif ‘cation arrangesurnts  agreed in Stockholm oomprise  oth

the use of national technical meal&s  and on-site inspection on the ground as well as

from the air.

Finland, as well as the other FXopean  neutral and non-aligned States, played

an active part in the work of the Stockhclm  Conference. Another area of

c-onfidence-building  where Finland has participated on a broad scale are the United

Nations peace-keeping operat ions. They can also ha*re  a verification aspect,

especially I regard to agreements reachec,  between conflicting parties. Good

examples of verification as an element in peace-keeping ace the operation1 of the

UniCad  Nations Ewrgency  Force and the United Nation; Disengagement  Observer Force,

which started in 1974. These Forces were charged with verif its  t ion of the

disengagement agreensnts  reached between P?gypt,  Israel and Syria. The successful

‘nner  in which the*:  have carried out verification strengthened confidence between

the parties and the durability of the agreements.

As the 1984 Uni.ted  Nations study on the conventional arms race showed,

disarmament  in this area should be pursued parallel with nuclear disarmamnt. The

possibilities that nuclear-weapon States could be drawn into local conflict would

thus be reduced. Also in conventional disarmalgnt  a special responsibility lies

with the leading nuclear Powers, which are devoting the  highest share of resources

to research, development  and production of conventional arms. Fur her work on this

issue could be undertaken in the Uni,ed  rations context based on previous studies

and the Disarmament Connnissio.~~s  report on confidence-building measures. Special

attention would need LO be &voted from the outeet to the verification procedures

or  conventional arms limitation.

A principal ambition of Finland in all forms of diearmamcnt,  be it

conventionJ1  or nuclear, multilateral or bilateral, has been that wherever and
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whenever we can play n constructive role and improve the possibilities for a

meauingful  l greemunt:., I w e should offer ~l.r  services.

The consistent policy of Finland has also been to support the role of the

United Nations in R?: lengthening international stcur  ity. We ,-an  therefore fully

support the idea Anciuded  this year in the Secrttar ~-Central’s  annual report, that:

. . . . the abiXitf  of the Organization to assist in the  verification and

compliance arrangements  should be explored . . (A/41/1,  p. lo)

Since the distribution of technical verification capabilities is uneven, as I

have already amphasined, one possibility to increase the  role of the United Nations

could be ti.6  crestdon  of a verification data base compiled and managed by the

organization. The Wenbtr  States would be invited to contribute to this data base a

jride  range of information pertaining to arma  control and disarmament.

The  establishment of such a data base ctntrt could be strengthened by the

crt;rtion  of an international satellite monitoring  agency, which was proposed by

France in 1978 and supported in 1981  by the expert group set up by the

Secretary-General. The opinion of the expert group was that an agency

administering shared international technical verification I. 2ans  would be a useful

tool in the prevention of international crises.

The credibility of such a verification-supporting data base ctntrt could be

further enhanced by United Nations observers and inspection teams empowered with

sufficient rights to obtain and gather relevant information wherever they might be

operating. Another worthwhile supporting step to oonsider  could be  the conducting

of United Nations-sponsored seminars and conferences on the dc  elopment of

verification methods and techniques.

Thoee art sane of the specific questions to which I have drawn attention this

year and to which my delegation will  certainly seek to revert as we continue our

work in the Committee.
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Mr.  J’JMA  (Chile) ( interpretation fru  Spanish)  : W o  should not wish to

begln  our participation in the general dohato  of ths  Coaittoo  without first

referring to the meeting held in Reykjavik  between  Prasident  Reagan  and

General Secretary Gorbachev, a political event which, according to official

reports, came closer than ever before to an agreeunt  of much  magnitude and

importance that it would  have led to a substantial reduction in nuclear weapons,

both strategic as well aa medium range.

This fact, ao  well as  ths  stated intentions to continue negotiating, offer

encouragement and enable us to look at the future with greater optimism, We trust

that those who hear the responsibility for the survival cf nankind  will in fact

make the greatest efforts to ensure that theee  future negotiation@ will bring about

at least essential agreement that per&went  and open dialogue ir indispensable to

promote the cause  of nuclear diaarment. We ewourage  the negotiatorr to continue

their efforts.

The intenee  and substantive negotiationm  that have been held internationally

this  year, during which all items on nuclear atd conventional di8arnuent have been

discussed, make it pooeible  for ua  to strike a more optimistic  note in this

statement, recalling that this is a positive l ign capable of breathing new life in

our activities. International trumt,  which  stems fror negotiations, is essential.

Furthermore, world public opinion has realized that thene  metinge  bore the seeds

of a decision to reach an agreement thrcugh  dialogue, thua lebaening  the danger of

confrontat ion. Lot  us not frustrate such a hopeful sign.

We believe that it is necessary to strengthen at every opportunity the role of

the IJnited  Nations  and of discussion and multilateral negotiation with regard to

disarmament matters. The [Jnited  Nations i8,  as His Holiness  Pope Paul VI said,

“the  mandatory path of modern civilization and peace’.
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W e  have constantly upheld in this aJld  other forums the inal ienable  r ight  that

we, the smaller  countries,  have to part icipate in discussions and negotiatioJ.8  that

consider and make proposals on aspects directly related to the survival o f  a l l

mankind, and the United Nations is the best multilateral forum in which we can make

our voices heard.

Aence we are concerned that the economy measurea  that have already been

adopted and those that will  surely he adopted in future - a l though  we  tecogniee  the

need for them - wtll  be appl ied so broadly as to l imit  the exercise  of  this r ight

ald  the attention that should be given to  an i tem of  this  importance.

In considering the future of  disarmament and of  mankind,  i t  is  both important

and essential that we do so in a realietic  manner. The United Nation8 cannot

achieve its  goals in this jarticular  f i e ld  w i thout  the det.ermined  po l i t i c a l  w i l l  o f

its Members  and without  a  dete  mined col lect ive  ef fort .  I t  is  essentia l ,

theBefore,  that  in the search for  genuine measures, the legit imate interests  of  a l l

Members should be respected and taken into consideration. Let ua  not f o rge t  that

t h e  JJnited  Nations  is a  too3., an instrument avai lab le  to  the internat ional

community that has been created to consider matters of concern to mankind and, as

such, its best possible use depends exclusively on its Members.

My c(>untry,  Chile, is a peace-loving country with clear-cut political goals

and where hegemony or conaueat has nc  place. We support all types of disarmament

on a world or regional basis or between neiqhboucs. For that reason, we

immediately adhered to the statement made by the president  of Peru, Dia  Excellency

Mr. Alan Garcia, with regard to regional  disarmament. As a result,  meetings

between the high commands of the armed forces of Chile and Peru were held at the

beginning of  this  year  in  order  to  f ind speci f ic  formulas  to  reduce arms

expenditures for both cou Itries.
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My country viahes  only to maintain tho6e  66curit.y  and armed force6 necessary

to preserve its national sovereignty, territorial int6grity  and internal eecurity,

which are so often threatened in today*8  world shaken as it i6 by international

terrorism and subvcraion,  encouraged and financed f n 6ourcea  beyond our frontiers. I

We are seriously concerned by the present st6tus  of world  disarmament. The

arms race ha6 hecome an accepted fact of life. Progre66 in science and technology

in the field of armaments  ha6 resulted  in increa6ingly  sophisticated  and lethal

weapons. The u6e or threat of u6e of force, in open violation of the principles

embodied in the charter, continues to be a weapon used with ab6olute  impunity in

order to pursue  unacceptable policies of r6gional  or world hegemony. The nuclear

weapons possesfied by both super-Power6  are more than 6ufficient  to destroy mankind

several time6 over. It ha6 been estin led th6t only one of the modern nuclear

submarine8 can carry 6uch a number of warhead.  that their explo6ive  power would  be

greater than that of all the munition6 and weapons u6ed in the Second World War.

This ie the qeneral  framework within which the debates of the Conunittee are

taking place; the dangerous evolution of the East-W68t  confrontation offer6 the

prospect of new confrontations  whose limit6 may be found only in the fertile

in#aginat  ione f science fiction writera, thus irretrievably dragging us towards

what ha6 been called the concept of armed peace, with the accumulation of nuclear

and conventional arsenals th6t threaten US with the much feared final holacauet.
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Although deterrence may have worked 80  Par, we  do  not  bel ieve that, as some

claim, i t  Is possib le  to  bui ld  last ing peace on the threat  of  punishment. Peace

can be based only on trust, mutual  respect  ald  internat iona l  co -operat ion.

The chal lenge of  nuclear  arms ,,,ontinuea,  in  our  v iew,  to  be  o f  the  most

pressinq  and fundamental  nature }  the e l iminat ion of  the threat  o f  nuclear  war  ia

therefore the most urgent task of mankind. We are  convinced that  i t  is  essential

to end a l l  nuclear  test ing, becauee  the oualitative  and quantitative developsrent  o f

such weapons simply steps up the arma  race. The  tota l  p roh ib i t ion  o f  tes t ing  wou ld

in fact impede the development and perfecting of such weapons.

Final ly, we must  once  aga in  re i terate  our  f i rm support  for  a l l  init iat ives

aimed at  the reduct ion of  weapons and having the f ina l  ob ject ive  o f  genera l  and

complete disarmament under strict  international control.

A comprehensive nuclear test ban treaty would constitute evident proof of a

qenuine desire to make progress towards total nuclear disarmament. I t  i s  a  measure

which ahould qo hand in hand with other measures to implement a broad international

seismological monitoring network and to carry out research to discover other

systems of  monitoring and ver i f icat ion to ensure compliance  with the treaty.

If no aqrc  ement ia  reached on a comprehensive test ban, th? nuclear arms race,

as  we  aail1  ear l ier , w i l l  cont inue  to  be  encouragedb  since the nuc lea r  Powers  w i l l

continue perfectinq  their weapons and making tachnological  progress, thus openi  ~3

up  the possibi l i ty that sw:h  weapons  wi l l  in  fact  spread  to  other  non-nuc lear

countries, which would then have an excuse  to develop such weapons of their own.

If we consider that 95 per cent of the nuclear weapons today are in the hands

of the two super-Powers,  we cannot, on the baeie  of  this  internat ional  rea l i ty ,

because  the conclus ion that the greatest  threat o f  nuclear  conf l ic t  comes  f rom
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those Powers  and that therefore they hear the greatest  responsib i l i ty  for  promoting

proqreen  towards disarmament and ending the arms race by brinqing  about a drastic

reduct ion of  thei r  nuclear  arsenals.

We emphaatze  that the efforts of the international community must be

concentrated on halting the arms race in weapons of mass destruction - nuclear,

chemical, rad inlog  ical  and convent ional  weaponn  . Chile advocates the earl iest

possib le  conclusion of  a  general  and conplete  t reaty  prohib i t ing  the  product ion of

and cal l ing for  the immediate  e l iminat ion of  arsenals  of  chemical,  biologica-  and

bacteriological weapons through negotiations uuch  as those held in the Committee on

Disarmament and the Second Review Conference of Parties  to the Convention on the

Prohih  i o n  o f  t h e  Development, Production and Stockpi l ing  o f  Bacter io log ica l

(Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on their Destruction.

We wish a lso  to  point  out  that  there  i s  a  press ing  need for  the  adopt ion o f

measures to halt and reverse the conventional  arms race and prevent conf l icta  such

aa those that have afflicted mankind since the end of the Second World War, in

which rime more than 150 conflicta have affected the developing countries, which

have been not  only  the scenes of  these  conf l icts  but also in almost a l l  caaea,  the

victims.

I will  not  overwhe lm the C-onunittee  with f igures and atatiatice,  since  in  any

case  they  are  we l l  known to al l  and rrtadily  ohtainahle , and would  aimply  re fe r  to

the total annual suma  of money mankind spends on weapons - funds that are badly

needed for the economic and aocisl  development of hundreds of millions of persona

suFferin  f rom hunger,  malnutr it ion,  i l l i teracy and sickness tet  me simply recal l

that more than 25 million  people have been the innocent victims of theae 150

conventional  conf l icts , and i t  ia  even more a larming to note that  preaent trenda  do

not offer any ground for hope that  their  freauency  or  ser iousness wi l l  decrease.
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Chile, overwhelmed by this reality, has  from tha very outset, In conformity

with the proposal submitted by the President  of the French  Republic to the General

Assembly in 1983, enthusiastically supported the idea cf convening an international

conEerence  on the relationship between disarmament and developrent. That

conference was to have been held in Augrl8t  last in Paris. we regret its

postponement and hope that the Goners1 Asserbly  at this session will take a

decision on the place and date of its convening in the cour8e of 19%‘.

The CHAIRMAN: On behalf of the members  of the Conmnittee as well as on my

own behalf, I shoJld  like to extend a most cordial and friendly welcome to the

Secretary-General of the Conference on Disarnnt  and Pormonal  Representative of

the Secretary--General of the united Nations, Irk. Romatina, to the First Committee.

I am sure this Committee will greatly benefit froa his diplomatic experience and

knowledge, and we all look forward to hia  co-operation in dealing with the many

important issue8 before us.

Mr. REPBURN  (Bahamas): Once again representatives in the First Committee

have engaged in a general debate on items and issues which for several decades have

not changed in content but have multiplied. Representatives  have before them a8

well several reports and letters expressing individual points of view on these

iesuee. Strangely enough, if we were able to absor3  all these ideas, we should

find a common link that has been present since the first resolution was introduced,

namely that, the survival of mankind is dependent upon the results  of the arm

race, whether in the conventional, nuclear or chemical  field. Yet representatives

can expect a plethora of resolutions which will be nothing more than a

regurgitation of the same diet of words that we have been swallowing for years.

This is a sad indictment indeed, 40 years later.
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The statements made to date in the genelcal  debate have all converged on a

conmnon  p o i n t  - that the amm  race is caurirtg  havas  in all areas of human endeavour

and, unless  a solution  is found, the end result can be nothing less than

catastrophic. Nevertheless, every year we present packages which contain nothing

more than rhetoric and platitudes. I am aware, even now  as I am speaking, of the

seeming elaptines8  of these uorde,  particularly since  P am not saying  anything new.

My delegation ha8 often registered its dissatiufaction  L---V  the lack of progress in

the implementation of consensus decisions taken, the increase in the number of

resolutions which add nothing encouraging to our deliberations, bilateral meetings

which always “almostw succeed, and conferences and high-level :* hoc groups which

do little more than add to the numerous reports at our disposal.
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Despite my apprehensions regarding the value of the general debate, r

subscribe to the view that one’s previous comraents  should not be taken for

granted. They should be repeated again and again.

The one ray of hope seem  to me to be the efficacy of dialogue, vital to any

problem-solving endeavour and from which arises the possibility of action. We must

question our seriousness upon seeing that action is not based on a sense of

compromise and of sharing, or on  a determination to abandon selfishness for

self lessnesa. In reality, there haa  to be evidence of a cwlPlaitment  to the

principles of the United Nation6  Charter to respect the sovereignty and territorial

integrity of all States, to proiuHze  justice and freedom for all peop1ee  and, more

importantly, to assure that our efforts will not be in vain.

Delegations must say justifiably that my conasnts  are  mere  words, platitudes,

cliches, or even unrealistic. I would argue with only one aspect of such thoughts,

namely, that theae concepts , even though they may sound eophonoric  and idealistic,

contain the substance of what we are called on to do if we are to have a disarmed

WOK Id. Anything short of real oonnitment  would be tilting at windmills.

One of my delegation’s  major concern is that au we debate these issues in the

several f~~come  of the international comunity , there does not seem to be any room

for the multilateral approach. We are all going our separate ways. We are all

selling our own brand of propaganda without taking into account the needs of our

neighbours.

We all seem to sit, breathlessly, awaiting the results of any bilateral talks

between the super-Powers. W e  make insipid comments about the outcome in public,

whereas in private we take sides according to cur needs. Our act ions seem to

suggest that when the powerful speak the weak should cower in despair rather than

band together for pLotsction  +ainat  their threats. There is strength in  numbers
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and there is strength in multilateralism. Why else would it be inportent  to get

the largest number of votes possible on resolutions that my not even be

implemented? Or the largest number of cross-regional cosponsors?  Needless to say

the bilateral angle in negotiations is very im(prtant, but reports on the work of

the Organization also shar  the need to place serious emphasis on the multilateral

angle. We have heard how little apparent influence the small nuclear-weapon-free

States have but I am conbrinced  that, if small States adopt a more unified position,

tangible success would be sore  evident. The United Nations is basically a system

where multilateral talks supplement. bilateral talks and in this universe of great

conflicts suggestions from all regions of the,  globe  should be considered

mandatory. In essence all countries have an obligation to maintain and strengthen

peace and security throughout the world. This is certainly not a task for only a

few.

For these reasons my delegation continues to be baffled by expressions which

appear in many of the operative paragraphs of many resolutions spawned In this

Organizat ion . Coupled with condeanation  of selective Staten is the call on others,

particularly the United States and the Soviet Union, as Super-Powers,  to stop the

arms race, or to find a peaceful and effective  solution to the abolition of nuclear

weapons. Requests are often made to the Secretary-General, even though he may be

powerlesar  to oblige. Partisan politics abound in other cases and fact-finding

groups are becoming the order .of  the day. One cannot quarrel with these efforts,

since many impossible decisions are made out of frustration and despair. However,

once it becomes clear that the results are non-existent, then it is time to

initiate other alternatives.

My  delegation has no doubt that we have movers and shakers in all areas of our

work. There is no doubt that some countries have a greater responsibility Ear
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slowing the arms race or are more influential in aeeieting  in this venture. But.

their role8  should  not be exclusive because of size or power alone. There are

other factors that must be taken into consideration euch  UB the preeervation  of all

mankind. Small States should not rely solely on the whinm  of the powerful, since

the view that a nuclear war cannot be won is indicative of total annihilation.

Small States have tc ztop  playing the galnea  the big States play. They must

recognize the collective responsibility they bear for the maintenance of peace and

security and not be deterred by extraneous factore euch  as size and technical

expertise. Perhaps if my delegation’s naivete has not been evident before, it ie

certain3 leery  apparent in the last sentence. Be that aa  it may, I am convinced

that. this tiX.ganixationOs  problems are not going to be solved if left only to a

few. Moreover, the solution to the question of general and complete disarmament

would be light yeara  away if left solely to  the super-Powers.

So what zan  small States do about it? They can begin by taking positive

action against all these senseless reeolutione that they are called upon to adopt.

Such positive action could be along the lines of streamlining, conbining  similar

texts, rejecting omnibus texts or texts that are unbalanced or submitted merely for

test ing  purposes . These are all very small steps, but they could be very, very

effective in the  long run. Over the yeara  attitudes have shifted in this Committee

in that there is  little desire to cornPromise, to put disarmament before national

interests. If all nations agreed to make progress in slowing the arms race step by

step towards its demise, there would be fewer promisee  and more action, and the

work of the First Committee would become a pleasant taak rather than an exercise in

one up-manship.

Mr. MAKSIMOV (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) (interpret ation

f ram  Russ ian) : The delegation of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic in 1 te
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statement of 21 October dwelt on  the probls+  of preventing nuclear war, ae  well as

questions of nuclear disarmamnt, a solution to which we view aa the most urgent in

the r’ie1.d  of disarmament and as the key to eneuriny that. the syetem  of

international peace and security ia truly corqpreheneive.  Hcuever,  it is by n3

means our intention tc,  suggest that the problem of disarmament in other areas is

nx+rely  peripheral, and in our statement  today we wieh to discuss a number oE

non-nuc1er.r  matters.

The socialist  Statea, ae  pointed out at the meeting on 14-15 October in

Bucharest of the Foreign Minieters  Committee of dtatee Parties to the Warsaw

Treaty, favour a compreheneive  approach to the problem of disaravlment. The task  of

prohibiting chemical weapons  enjoys  high priority in the efforts of the

international coomnunity. The reason for this obviously Cs that the very nature of

these,  weaponn, which were among the first weapoue  of mam  destruct  ion, has arcuoed

wideepl  ee  7 alarm. At the sama  tilae,  we ehould note the important role played by the

General A8aelnbl.y  tn zoncentrating  these efforts Rincc\  the time when the socialist

States placed the problem of prohibiting chemical weapons on its agenda.

The situation which now exists in tbib  field encourages hope but at the same

time  sounds a note of alarm. On l ‘le one Land, negotiations on the prohibition of

chemical weapons at the Diearmament  Conference have brought about. a certain amounL

o f  progk  ,BB, opening up proapacta  for the early completion of work on the

preparation of a convention, The Byelorueaian Soviet ,%cialiet  Republic is most

qratiEied by Ihis. On the other har.d,  however, the dar,ger  peraiete that the

production of binary chemical weapons will  begin in the United StatrH.
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There i doubt that such a step would do serious harm to the negotir  tions

in which ,:ile m- ld coranuni  ty, au has been shown by the discussions in ;-he  Plret

Colmnf  tee, LR placing so much hr*. The arguments adduced by the paxtiaans  of the

bliuary  weapon do not hold water. They are trying to perauade world public opinion

and  the Ir  own 111  it.  P - indeed  the whole world - that unit,-4  States stockpiles of

chemical  weapor.s  are no good. If that were the case, it would have encouraged the

‘Jnlted  State8  to work for an early agreement on the universal destruction of

chemical weapons. But we are absolutely unable to underatand, and we find totally

unacceptable, the poaitio~.  of the United States with regard to the need for  adding

to  their cheml  oal-weapon arsenals even IUX~  dadlgci IS means of waging chemical

war. We are told that binary weapons have to be produced in order to make the USSR

under  take ser ious negotiations. Apart from the fact that this all-purpose pretext

is  depreaa?ngly  :amiliar, j also contradicts the realities. P’ 1 delegations that

in this discuseior  have touched on the problem of chemical weap ~6 have highlighted

the aetioue  and encouragirdg  nature of the ongoing negotiations in Geneva. T i r e  nQW

pKOpOSi¶hI  of the USSR at those talk@ which take into  account  the positions of many

States, including the United  StHtea, as was pointed out at the Conference on

Disarmament itself, make it possible to end situations  that were formerly

deadlocked ., and we cm  cl.early  discern now the outlines of tho poeeibility  of

concludtng  as early (Lb Lb87  work  on a convention banning and eliminating not only

chemical weapons thenupelves  but also the industrial knee  for the manufszture  of

such weawns.

In the light of this, the Byelorussian  deiegation exprebsee  the how that the

good prl[.nciple  whacl  has established itself jn international practice of nc.4.  doing

anything that might have  a bad effect on negotiations under way  will prevail and

that the binary  threat wtll be removed. We should like to draw attention tc’ thr
b

fact that this pr iucipXe  in  conta  i d in  t h e  F i n a l  Wxument o f  t.he  f i r s t  r;peci,sl
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eeesion  of the General Aseembly  on disarmament, which, as will be recalled, was

adopted, by consensus. AlL  State8  must refrain, not only from manufact rring  new

typea  of chemical weapons, but also from deploying them on the territory of other

countr ies . Chemical weapons deployed abroad must be withdrawn to within the

boundar iea  of the national territories of those to whom the weapons belong.

The proposal of the People’s Republic of China that all States with the

capacity to manufacture chendc;;. weapons ehould  refrain from testing,

manufactur ing ,  t rans ferr ing *r deploying such -#capons  un:il a convention

prohibiting them is  concluded, is both timely and worthy of our attention. All

these measures ;sould  make it possible to keep much of our planet free from

containers bearing chemical daa th.

In this regard, the Byelorusnian delegation calls upon all States to which

proposals for Creating  chemical-weapon-free zones in Central Rurope,  and the

Balkans were addressed to L espond  with practical steps. The readiness of the USSR

to guarantee the status of thoee zones if! the Unittd  b’.ates  does l.ikewise  testifies

to its seriousness about these initiatives, With regard to the creation of such a

aone  in Central EUKOpO, we must point out that  it ia  equally acceptable to East and

West, since it doeo no harm to :he  security of either side. The Jyelor  us8  ian SSR

is convinced that creaking chemical-weapon-free zones in Europe  does not contravene

the ultimate goal of a global prohibition of this weapon, and may actually be an

important step nnd incentive for achieving it, ae  well as providing a useful

example for other parts of the wor Id.

A number  oE delegations have, quite ightly in our view, pointed t-o j. 0

growing danger of the spread of chemical weapons. Therefore we must hd<re .-i*ective

practical measures to prevent their  prcliferation  on OUK  planet. As o.u?  Of thti

parties to  the Convention on the Prohibition of the Developmen;,  Pr&uct.ion  and
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Stockpiling of Bacterioloqical  {Riological)  and Toxin Weapona  and on Their

Destruction, the Byeloruasian  SSR  welcomes the positive ooncluaion  at the Review

Conference held last month. The succeaa  of that Conference will go a long way

towards strengthening the Convention’s rdgime.

Abuse of the fruite and poseibilities  of scientific and technological progress

for militar ietic purpoees  is becoming increasingly dangerous. Aa  was quite rightly

stressed in the statement of the delegation of Sweden in the First Committee, the

qualitative aspects  of the acme  race contain the threat of ever llore  destabilizing

consequences. At previous sessicna  of the General Aaaenbly  , our \:eleqat  ion gave

particular attention to the problem of prohibiting the develapaent  and manufacture

of new typea  of weapons of mass  deetruction  and new system of such  weapons, and it

will continue this year to work to this end. We must  work to achieve a prohibition

of the manufacture of armaments  which, based on new physicaJ  prtnciplea, come

close, in their destructive capacity, to nuclear or other weapons of mat.3

dest ruct ion .

On the basis of a conqprehensive  approach to the problem of disarmament, the

socialiat  States want to see the adoption of practical measures to reduce

conventional weapons. The inplewntation of the ptogranane  they proposed in

Budapest in June this year - a 25 per cent cut by the beginninq of the 1990s  in

armed forces and conventior  al armaments in Europe  frcn hle  Mlantic  to tht urnlu  -

would crea  e the necessary conditions for continuing the proctse of reducing armed

forces and conventional  armaments in Europe in the future. Thus the ror*te  hae  been

mapped for resolving in practice the problem of the interdependence of disarmament

in the nuclear  and conv ional  fields by making joint and consiatsnt progress

br inginq  weapons down to lower and less dangerous levels of military confrontation.
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At the meeting of the Poceign  Ministore  Committee of the Staterr  parties Lo the

Warsaw Treaty held a few daym  ago in Bucharest, the Yoreiqn  Mnisters  confirmed

their readiness  imnediately  to embark u‘  the practical discussion  of them

propo~ala  and to  view constructively other similar measurea  which might be proposed

by m&era  of the North Atlantic ‘rreaty  Organization (NATO), b*r neutral  and

non-aligned  Staten and by other European countriae. w e hope that those who have

expressed con-em about the conventional momaments  aspect will immediately respond

to thie  declared readinesb  by similar steps. The mea8uree  proposed by the Warsaw

Treaty allies make it poaeible  to di;pel  apprehmsicnr,  be  they genuine 0): feigiled,

that he elirrination  of nuclear weapons in  Europe  would  tilt the balance in  favour

of the socialist countries  because, supposedly, they posseas  eupremcy  in

convent10  ,a1  arnismenta.
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Here again the Soviet union  proposes a new approach to the question8 with regard

to  those categories of weapons where the West possesses mre,  lot it make the

relevant cuts, and in those categories :rf  weapons Where  the other side has more  t!e

“surplus” could also simply be reduced. The main point in to havo a balance at a

lower Level. The early achisvenent  A!  aqreement in the Vienna negotiations On the

reduction of armed forces and armmnts  in Central Eurcr,.m  could make a substantial

contribution to the attainment of that goal.

The substantial measures aa  confidence-building and security Agreed upon in

Stockholm demonstrate the possibilities offered by a spirit of ~0-0~~  -ration,

real iem  and mutual understanding. The Stockholm agreeant  provides a good starting

point for proceeding to negotiations on the reduction of armd forces and

conventional arnnamenta  in Europe , as well as paralJ.el  talks on confidence-building

measurea, including the liuitation  of the scale of military activities. A positive

factor of particular significance would be a decision to hold such negotiations

during the second stage of the Conference on Confidence and Sscuclty  Building

Heaeures and Disarmament in Europe. Such a decision could be adopted at the

forthcoming meeting in Vienna of the representatives of the  btataa parties to the

all-European conference on security and co-operation.

There is also a possibility of reducing armed  forces and conventional

armamento  in Asia. The proposals of the Soviet Union with regard to strengthening

peace and security in the Asian and Pacific region could provide a basis for

beginning this important  process in that wntinent too.

In its unswerving oonaitment  to new approsches, the Soviet union  has expressed

readiness to take a malor  step of Eundamental significance in declaring that its

forces in other countries are not anchored there, but that, of course,  the anchor

must be raised simultaneously by all.
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It would appear that, in general, closed military alliances have had their

day. The constructive  co-operation of States in creating  a cowrehensive  system  of

international peace and security - and it is  preoieoly  that co-operation which ia

the mjot  task of our tims  - has lade  them  ar. anachronism. The eocialist  States

have for many yearn  now  conriatently  l xpres8ed readiness  to see the simultaneous

dissolution of the Warsaw  Treaty Organization and the Worth Atlantic Treaty

Organization. In Ruchareet  the States partiee to the War’caw  Treaty declared their

determination to continue efforts to end the diviclion  of Europe and create a

continent of peace and friendly co-operation. In our view that goal is eminently

attainable.

Practical diearmamnt  measure8 G 1 for agreement on aeriouri  verification

measures. The significance of much  measure8  ia particularly great, and will become

even greater if we succeed in achieving radical diaarmamnt  stepe,  particularly in

the nuclear field. Verificattar  must be comprehensive and extremnly  strict. It

muet  be carried out at all stages during the reduction of armaments and must

provide for the uee  of both national technical means and international procedurea,

including on-8ite inspection when necessary. The porition  of the Ryeloruesian  SSR

on verification is set forth in detail’in  document A/Ii/422.

Disarmament measure8  rnuot  lead to a genuine ilaprovelasnt  in the lives of the

peoples of the world. The problem of the intordependonce  of disarmament and

developaeni  is becoming ever  ‘mre  urgent. In this regard it is particularly

regrettable that, despib  the conseneun  on the rorolution  of the General AeaernblY

regarding a conference on this problon,  such a oonferonce  oould  not be held this

year. However, a majority of States are paying the closeat attention to this

question. That attention was reflected in the new  proposal of the Soviet Union for

the setting up, upon the achievement of agreement on a genuine and real reduction
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of military expenditures of Statea, OF  an international fund for assisting

developing count.r  ies. We must e&ark upon the task of working out an agreement  on

the  principles that.  -would  govern the transfer of a proportion of the funds released

during  the process of disarmament for purposes of aesietinq developing countries)

that agreement would also cover the establishment of appropriate machinery. For

example, an agreement on diuarmament  could be accompanied  by an announcement  by the

parties to the agreement concernrng  the amount of money released in this way and

the proportion that was to be earmarked for assistance to developing States.

Our delegation expresses the hope that the campaign being waged behind the

scenes by individual States against the convening of the conference on disarmament

and development will. cease and that the conference will be held next year.

Recent events have underlined the importance  not only of elaborating new

agreements but also of maintaining existing agreements in the disarmament field.

Th: volunt.acy  renunciation by States of the exercise of their right to withdraw

from arms limitation  agreements, not to mention, of course, the need for their

strict observance, would therefore serve the irtereets  of peace and of all peoples.

Many interesting propoaals have been put forward w i  tb  regard to  the need to

curb the naval arms race. The Byeloruesian SSR is convinced that, regardlese of

their geographical location, all States should realize that the distance between

them and sea-based missiles is actually the distance between the hand and the

firing button; every State in the world therefore has an interest in solving  this

problem. w e Welcome  the substantial progress made on this question by the

Disarmament Commission at its 1986 sonsion, despite the attempt8  by the United

States to undermine all work on the subject , and we would once again state that

there ia  a need for all the major naval Powers, as well as other interested States,

to begin appropriate negotiations. We must also see to it that a conference is
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of declaring the Indian Ocean a zone of pacer  in

the General Assembly.

I have touched upOn, OUK delegation would  1 ike to

point  out that the views of the Byelorussian SSR with  regard to disarmament

research On conventional weapons are set out in document A/41/501/Add.l,  and that

its positicn  on United Nations research in the field of disarmament is outlined in

document A/4l/421.

I should like to say, briefly, that the Byelorussian SSR believes that the

main criterion of the usefulness of research should be the extent to which it

pKOmOteS  the early adoption  of PKictical diaarmarmnt  measures. Tt is precisely

that Objective which, we hope , will be served by the holding of a third special

session of the General A Lsembly on diearmament, The Byelorussian SSR considers

that a decision should be taken to hold it in 1988.

The discussions in the First Committee and the proposals  put forward by States

in order to bring about genuine disarmament have shown that new ideas and new

thinking are gaining ground. It is precisely on such new approaches that the

initiatives of the eocialist  countries are based. All States must help to mould

the future in a positive manner. A constructive exchange of fresh proposals arm

of ideas will provide the impetus to set the machine of disarmament in motion-
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has requested to speak. In accordance with General AaeeJ>ly  resolution 477 (Vl  I

1 Noveraber  1950, arbJ with the approval of the members  of the Colrittee,  I call on

him.

Mr. MANSOURX  (League of Arab Statea)  (interpretation fror Arabic) t Allcw

me,  Sir, at the outset  to convey tc,  you on behalf of the League of Arab State8 OUZ

sincere  congratulations on your election to the chairman&rip  of this iqortant

Committee  which irr  concerned with political matters and the questinW of

international peace and security. Your el,  ztion  is a reoognition  by the

international coaxnunity  of your experience in political aattetm  in general and

disarmament question6  in particular. It is also ae  a recognition of and

appreciation for your positive atand  and constructive offarts  of your  friendly

country, the German DeaDcratic  Republic, with regard to international peace and

security.

The League of Arab States and its metier  States, indeed the  whole world, look

forward to the day when stability, security and peace will prevail. The peoples  of

the world attach hopee  to the meeting8  of the leaders of the two super-Power@.

They look forward to agreement between the super-Powers which my avert  the danger

of nuclear war and its dire consequences  for hunsnity.

Rational logical  analysis  will make it clear that the consequencea of a

nuclear confrontation between thl tetx in possession of tho8e  weapona,  would not

be confined to emh  States, but would certainly spill over to engulf the innocent

peoples of other States  which are  neither nuclear nor party to nuclear conflictm.

Such innocent bystanders would be affected simply because of their geographical and

proximity to the belligerenta.
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We believe that the primary responsibility for the maintenance of peace and

security ia borne by the States menbers  of the Security Council, and in particular,

its permanent members. This reaponeibility which is enshrined in the Charter makes

it 8 duty of those States to act in earnest and try to achieve the lofty goals  and

objectives of our international Organization, foremost among which is the objective

of the prevention of anoth,  : destructive world war. This can be achieved only

through the adhererIG*  to and application of the principle  of collective security

which would ensure the political, economic and social stahility and prosperity of

all the world’s peoples.

One of the first duties in the area of achievirlg  these objectives is the

abandonment of the policy of nuclear armament which  has grave consequences that may

well lead to the annihilation of humanity.

While calling for an end to the arms race on earth, it is only  natural and

logical to insist that the arms race should not be extended to outer space, and

that outer space should be used exclusively for peaceful, scientific purposes.

Proceeding from this, the League of Arab States reaffirms the need to

intensify the efforts aimed at the conclusion of an international treaty on a

-prehensive nuclear-test ban especially as there is currently no effective

multilateral agreement that would limit the proliferation of such tests.

The conclusion of a camprehensive test-ban treaty would be the genuine

expression of the desire to strive after nuclear disarmament. We believe that a

treaty concluded in earnest to impose a comprehensive test ban can be achieved only

through definitive bilateral and multilateral negotiations, as a matter of absolute

priority, while giving due consideration to the verification measures.

Pending the conclusion of such a treaty, the nuclear-weapo cates must agree

cn  an irplnediate  halt to all nuclear-weaprxr  teats as evidence of their good faith

and their conrnitment  to reversing the course of the aems  race. We believe
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that the halting of the arms race must be  in conjunction with parallel arrangements

aimed at confidence-building between the existing military alliancee. It is alflo

essential  to make a cc .snitment  not to assist any of the States whose nuclear

programmea  have been identified by the international conm~onity  as a threat to the

security of other States. It is those very States which refuae to place their

nuclear proqraws  and facilities under international inspection and safeguards.

The analytical review of the  achievements in the field of disarmament since

the first special session devoted to disarmament  in  1978 leads us to the

regrettable con% laion  that moct  of the  provisions of the Final Document of that

session remain practically uninpleraented. It is to be noted that the

nuclear-weapon States, and in particular the  super-Powers, continue to incrc.aae  the

build-up of their nuclear arsenals.

A new msrnber  has I:%  joined the  international nuclear club and has becomS its

sixth member. This has been highlighted by the international nE?YS  media in

reporting the nuclear stockpileR  of Israel. Dependable Sources were quoted in thin

respect by the Sunday Timee  of London of 5 October. An Israeli eyewi tneSa  who

previOV~Sly  worked as a technician in th<, Israe1.i  nuclear reactor in the Negev

Desert for at least 10 years told the London weekly that Israel has now between 100

and 200 nuclear weapons ,f various sizes. This information is not new. We have

repeatedly pointed it out in international forums.. The importance of the latest

revelations stems from the fact that they came from an Israeli citizen.

We have repeatedly pninted  out the gravity of the introduction by Israel of

nuclear wea@ons  into the  Middle East. That was one of the  reasons  which  i.~plfll~d

us, and continue to <ape1  us, to cal l  for  the establishment o f  a

nuclear-weapon-free  zone in the Middle East and insist that Israel’s nuclear

facilities should be pla,  ad under international inspection and safeguards and that.

Tsrael.  :should  sign the Won-Prolitcratton Treaty.
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Yhe  question of the Declaration of the Middle Baat  as a nuclear-weapon-free

lone  dateu  back to the twenty-ninth SC  **ion  of the General  Aimef&ly. This

Comittee t.aa  been diecues.ing  it at evq:cy  esaaion since then and continues to adopt

ceeolutionm  that ccl1  for taking pcactical  atepa  to make tha  Middle  E-et a

nuclear-weapon-fror‘  m-me. The reaoEution#  aluo  call  upcm  the counrriea  of the

r-ion  which have not doue  so to  accede to the Non-Prolifrcat ion  Treaty. It irr

clear that this call b:l  the G;neraP  Aswrbly  ia addeemed  to Israel,  ainca  all the

Arab States are partieti  tr,  the Non-Proliferation Treaty.
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It  is also  clear  that the eotahliahmenL  of a nuclear-weapon-free So11C  in ttbe

Middle  RaW  would reuuirc  the elimination of the stockpibs  of rucb  w3aponn

currently in the rrqkon  In the interests of parity hotwcn all  parties. This meab,e

that the cstahlishment  of the zone  reauirem  the elimination of leraelOe nuclear

blackmail. Israel’s  acuuisition  of nuclear wapnns, gwcd  ita cot,r~inued  occupation

Of  Arab territories are a continued hlhckmail  and security threat to the Arab

States , which halnper  the eatahllehment  of a nuclear-rraapon-free  xane  in our area.

It is extremely imstant  that Inrael’a  muLear  facilities be placed under the

internationa?  safeguards and inlrpectiou  oyrtem.

The  Arab Statns  have repeatedly axprerned  the demiro  to live in peace. TO

that end, t’ley  put forward their first  peat initiative, seopted  by an Arab mu-it

conference LI 1982. That initiative use  bawd  on international 1.8~. It set forth

the  broad  qu!deli;les for a just and ~rehmaive  solution  to the  uiddle  East

cueetion. It i6  the ohjectlve  of the Arab (Itales  to establish  peace in the region

80 that they may dovote  their efforts to developnent  and wcgreme. The major

obstacle  to the achievewnt of  that ahjsctrve  lo 1uarel.m  poetuce,  i ts  consistent

rejection of the peace initiative  and continued accupstion  of tho Arab tcrritOriOn.

Ifu-sea qoea  even further in itc atteaptm  to blcwk  develqwwnt  plans in the

Arab countr ies . A c&se  in  po,nt  ia  it?!  attack on the  peaceful  nucleur  facility  in

Iraa.

Israel  ha6 not been  content with obstructing  pe6ce  and introducing nuclear

blackmail  into the Middle Rants it has  extended these greoticer  to the afrkan

cant  inent , where it  pursuea  its close  nuclear co--ration  with the Bouth Afr ican

dqir-  Ts That poses I great threat to the Africsn  and in  particular the front-line

States . The Pretoria rbqine  shares  Israel’s refumcrl  to accede  to the

NM-P. 1 I Feretion  Treat?.
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In recoqnitlon  of the relat.ionnhip  between disarmament and  development, the

United Nat Ions had cal led for  the conveninq of  an internat ional  conferenct.  this

year  to investiqate the dimensions of  that  re lat ionship. Reqrettahly,  t.he

conference was  n.,t  held  t.his year. Hovever, we must pecsjst  in movinq toqether

tc;vards  n ( mmmon  search for  vnys  and means to re lease the resources now sunk in the

manufactu,re c.P veapone and channel them touardn  devulopment. In that regard, the

League  o f  Arab  States  looks  forward  to  the  schedulinq  of  a  nev date,  in 1987,  f o r

the conveninq of  the internat ional  conference. I t  wi l l  certa in ly  si*rve  as an

effectfve  cata lyst  for  the achiev+*ment o f  the  desired  goa l s  a f te r  wh ich  we  all

aspire, so that  OUT  disposable finrncial  ati  human resources may t-s  channel led

towqrda  development nrld  prwperity. The Leaque of Arab  States hopes that the

conference vill  draw up a cowcehonsive, pract icab le  p lan for  the  reallocatitn  o f

thone resources, or  part  o f  them at  leaf&t.  to  the  Eevelopnent  plans,  construct.  on

prOjOct0  and the well-beinq  of  the least  developed cY)untries,  the  feeding of  hunqry

milliws  throuqhout the vor ld, the bui ld ing of  echools  and houpitals  vhere they are

so direly needed, and the brpildinq  o f  a  bet tor  wor ld  vhere  people  mny l ive in

diqnity  and security.

The World  Disarmament Campaiqn 1~ extremely ilnportant  because of  i ts  posit ive

e f f ec t  on the mohilieation  o f  vor ld  pub l ic  op in ion  in  support  o f  the  popular

world-wide movement for disarmament, and  its increasing influence  on  the p-dctical

pol ic ies  adopted hy  the international  community.  Hence,  the Campaign  must hc

supported and encouragcr

On the fort ieth anniversary of  F.he f i rst  use  o f  the  atomic  kxnb,  an

International  Conference aqai.nst  the u,le  o f  nucl.ear  weapons was held  in  II h 1 oshlr’la

last  year. I brd the  opportuni ty  o f  participatinq  in  that  conference and of
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vioitinq  the city that ~,a6  the f i rst  target  ror  an atomic ho&. 1t  ill  slmoRt

impoanihle  fctr  any human beinq to imaqine  the destruction that wari visited upon

that city  - despite  the fact that the homh  that was dropped on it did not have the

r9ower  af  modern weapons. The horrendous effects o f  the hoti  ar‘c  st i l l  there

tnday. Many persons are ntill  being treated in  Cav rment  hospitals . wery  y e a r ,

the  l in t  o f  casualties  o f  that first atomic str ike qrowa. One can only tremble

with fear when one nonparen  the bomb  dropped on Hiroshima wit,h  the nuclear weapons

of today and contenplates  the destruction that would  result i f  the arms  race did

not cenne  and the stockpi les  o f  weapon6  we r e  not eliminates.

The increasinqly  serious throat  o f  a wae in which these dangerous nuclear

weoponfl  would he  ueed makes it imperative that we waste no time in fruitleas

neqotiat ione and init iat ivea. I t  i s  at  the level  o f  this  Organizat ion that

expeditious international action must he taken to save the wor1.d  from the

armoqeddon of nuclear war.

The CHAIRMAN: I wish to inform the Committee that the following names

are inncribd  on  the l ist  o f  speakers for this afternoon: the ohnerver  o f  the  Ho ly

See, an I  the deleqations  o f  Ma l i ,  [Jqanda, t h e  S y r i a n  Arab  Republic,  F i j i ,  Jaxdan,

Liberia and Indones(a.

The meeting rose at 12.50 p..m.-_II ..-


