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Seventy-eighth session

Agenda item 13

Integrated and coordinated implementation of and follow-up
to the outcomes of the major United Nations conferences and
summits in the economic, social and related fields

Afghanistan, China, Hungary, Israel, Kazakhstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan:* draft resolution

International Day of the Markhor

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming its resolution 70/1 of 25 September 2015, entitled “Transforming
our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”, by which it adopted a
comprehensive, far-reaching and people-centred set of universal and transformative
Sustainable Development Goals and targets,

Reaffirming also its resolutions 53/199 of 15 December 1998 and 61/185 of
20 December 2006 on the proclamation of international years, and Economic and
Social Council resolution 1980/67 of 25 July 1980 on international years and
anniversaries, in particular paragraphs 1 to 10 of the annex thereto on the agreed
criteria for the proclamation of international years, as well as paragraphs 13 and 14,
in which it is stated that an international day or year should not be proclaimed before
the basic arrangements for its organization and financing have been made,

Reaffirming further the intrinsic value of wildlife and its various contributions,
including its ecological, genetic, social, economic, scientific, educational, cultural,
recreational and aesthetic contributions to sustainable development and human well -
being, and recognizing that wild fauna in their many beautiful and varied forms are
an irreplaceable part of the natural systems of the Earth which must be protected for
this generation and the generations to come,

Stressing the urgent need to address the unprecedented global decline in
biodiversity, including by preventing the extinction of threatened species, improving
and sustaining their conservation status and restoring and safeguarding ecosystems
that provide essential functions and services, including services related to water,
health, livelihoods and well-being,

Underlining that the markhor (Capra falconeri) is an iconic and ecologically
significant species found across the mountainous regions of Central and South Asia,
including Afghanistan, India, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, and
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recognizing that the markhor was categorized as “near threatened” in 2014 and is on
the International Union for Conservation of Nature Red List of Threatened Species,
and has been included in appendix I to the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora?® since 1992,

Recognizing that preserving the markhor and its natural habitat is an ecological
imperative and a significant opportunity to bolster the regional economy, foster
conservation efforts and promote sustainable tourism and economic growth and that
conservation efforts will benefit the ecosystem,

Stressing that, besides its ecological value, the markhor is a valuable species
that contributes to the local economy and conservation initiatives,

Recognizing national and regional initiatives for range State cooperation,
transboundary approaches and mechanisms at the regional level to foster conservation
of the markhor,

Noting the upcoming Ninth World Conference on Mountain Ungulates, to be
held in Dushanbe from 12 to 15 October 2024,

Recognizing that the greatest threats to the survival of the markhor are habitat
loss, illegal hunting, including poaching, and climate change,

Recalling its resolution 78/155 of 19 December 2023, entitled “Implementation
of the Convention on Biological Diversity and its contribution to sustainable
development”, in which it called upon parties to the Convention and stakeholders to
strengthen international cooperation measures for the fulfilment of obligations
contained in the Convention,

Recognizing efforts for the conservation of the markhor, including the
establishment of breeding programmes and the development of a regional strategy
and national action plans for the conservation of the markhor in some range States
that aim to protect the species throughout its range,

1. Decides to proclaim 24 May the International Day of the Markhor;

2. Invites all Member States, organizations of the United Nations system,
other international and regional organizations, civil society, non-governmental
organizations, individuals and other relevant stakeholders to observe the International
Day of the Markhor, as appropriate;

3. Invites all relevant stakeholders to give due consideration to enhancing
international and regional cooperation in support of efforts to conserve the markhor,
given its role in the overall ecosystem;

4.  Invites the United Nations Environment Programme to facilitate the
observance of the International Day of the Markhor, mindful of the provisions
contained in the annex to Economic and Social Council resolution 1980/67;

5.  Stresses that the cost of all activities that may arise from the
implementation of the present resolution should be met from voluntary contributions
and that such activities would be subject to the availability and provision of voluntary
contributions;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to bring the present resolution to the
attention of all Member States, the organizations of the United Nations system and
civil society organizations for appropriate observance.
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