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I attach herewith: the letter dated 15 May 1992 by which His Excelleucy
Mr. Abdou Diecuf, President of the Republic of Senegal, transmits t¢ you the
paper prepared by the Sumait Level Group for South-fouth Consultation and
Cooperation (Group of ¥ifteen), of which ha iz the Chairman-Cuordinator., at
its anaual meeting held from 27 to 29 November 1991 at Caracas, Venexusla,
giving its position on the new world order,

President Abdou Dicuf would be extremely grateful if you would have this
letter circulated as an official document of the Geaeral Assembly., under items
43, 47, 61 (f), 79 (&) and (b}, 80, 81, 82, 33, 84 (c), 85, 86, 90, 94, 96 and
125 of the preliminary list, and of the Security Ccuncil.

(Signed) Mama Balla SY
Charge A'affaires a.i.

IIR.
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In sccordance witi the decision taken at its second annual meecing hald
at Caracas, Venesuels, from 27 to 39 November 1981. tha Summit Level Group for
South-South Consultation and Cooperstion {(Group of Fifteen) has prepared a
position paper on the sew world order which, in my capacity as
Chairman-Coordinator, I have just made public and which I have the pleasure of

transmitting to you for circulation zs ax officlal docwsent of the United
Kations (sse appendix).

It is my hope that this paper will comtribute to the emergence of a uew

internatioral consensus for davelopment and will provide meaningful support te
you in the performance of your noble task.

!t‘oa
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APPENDIX

POSITION PAPER
OF THE GROUP OF FIFTEEN
ON THE Ne¥ WORLD ORDER

We, the Heads of State and Covir <ot members of the Sumimnit Level
Group for South-South Consulation ' “nipefatios - "~ .. as the Group of
Fifteen - being resoived to contribute b we « %i\.. @ world that is more just and

equitabie, hence more peaceful and prospe.\ - G4t heving analyzed the
develupments in the present international situation

Declare hat:

1. The present period has been characterized by a series of events of world-
wide + wpe and consequence which present, on the one hand, favourable
prospacts for global peace and prosperity through intemational conperation
and, 0o the other, pose compiex chalisages and uncers ipties for all States,
but especially for those of the South, with profound i plicativas for the

2.  The end of the Cold War and the disappeennce of East-west teasions,

political developments in  Fasterm Europe, a novement towards
wanmement, dw progrestive settiement of regional disputes and the
emerg” e of closer regional cooperavon, gremer political democratization
economiy inferaependence. provide 3 unique opportunity for the revival of
indermational coupetion for development.

3. Al W mme Gme incressing interlinkages and growing economic

intevdopendence Lave muie developing countricz more vulnerable to extanal
factors espocialiy & mnost have already undertaker autondmous libersiization
«mmmmmmmmmmm

nd&.m xmd:hnrm ﬁmﬂmﬂy the

e e — P

imbalunce and uncartiintes in e manigement of the glotal economic
sysem, with consegusnidal strains on the woekd trade acd payment systems,
Rave acquired an endemic characier. Moroover, the gap between the
developed North and the developing South “oatioued to grow ang the
economic and socal problems of the developing world, despue sofie

[one
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been made more acute by a significant technological revolution that has
affected pattemns of production, consumption, trade, growth and markets.
Developing countries strongly support a world economic order based on
multilateral rules that respect free competition, the market, justice and fair
play. The success of programmes of restructuring and economic
development however, depend not only on national policies but also on
condions prevailing in the international economic environment.

The present global changes however, have not led to a renewed focus on
Development. Rather, the trend in intemnationdl dialogue reflecrs a dominant
Nocth-Novth approach and closer East-West political and cconomic
cooperation. This carries the nisk of ukreasing the marginalization of
couatries of the South which account for two-thirds of mankind.

Sufficient aitention needs 0 be paid 0 development if the new wave of
democracy and the lessening of intemasional tensions is 1o prevail. Massive
and pesislent prodlems of poverty, under-deveiwpment, unemployment,
health and illiteracy are likely W undermine te consolidation of democratic
proces”es and human rights, This in tun generates political and social
tensions, the conzequences of which could compromise the present trend
towards global detenin and cooperation and threaten global prace and
security.  Developmert, therefore becomes a precondition for sustaining
demociacy and global peace, zll of which should be consciously worked for
in & comprehensive and coastructive manser.

Peace is indivisibk and security is the right of all and not the privilege of a
few. Globel security can only be achievod and muiniaired if just and lacting
solutions are found to all conflicts. Globei socurity should, however, be
viewed in s of its multidinensional aspects and be based nat only on
militacy imperaiives, but oa a comvination of political, economic and social
factors which togetiver could eliminase the risks 1o global secusity caused by
problems such as undeidevelopment, poverty, envirvamental degradatioa,
terrorism and drug tradfickiing.

There is thus a common responsibility for the economic, social and political
saability of the world and foe the creation of a New World Oraer that is truly
multilateral and now-discrimisiatory and takes into account the growing
interdependence and mutuality of interests among the communiiy of nations.
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10.

Demtacracy at the national level should continue w0 be of paramount
iaporance and democratizaton smong States should become a reality at the
intemational level in oider to facilitate the participation of all States in the
process of international decision-making.

The United Nations should play the central role in a collective effort to
define the New World Order which should be based on the rule of law and
on the principles and purposes of the UN Charter relating to the coacepts of
sovereignty, equality and universality, and the acknowledgement of national
specificities, It must also easwre the fullest respect for the temitorial
integrity and independence of States.

A clear awareness of the urgent need for shared responsibility and joint
action o ensure world economic stability, imespective of the ecomw “ic and
political power of individual nations, together with a growing convergence
of views regarding the identification of global priorities, would facititate the
emergence of 2 new intemnational vonsensus on development. While there is
full commitment to the values of democracy, human rights and the rule of
law, it is imperative that develcpment is placed at the centre of the
international ageuda and a supportive intemational eavironment iscre. d to
facilitate the achievement of this objective. Tlhe collective right of peoples
to develop should be given maximum emphasis and recognition. Moreover,
the identification and pursuit of development goals must ake into account
the leveis of development as well as the historical aind socio-economic
conditions of individual countries, the complementary roies of the Srate and
market and cannot be fashioned according 0 the imposition of exiemal

The Group of Fifleen wrlemnly reafiirms its commitment W0 a coastructive
and coatinuoys dialogue with the industrialized countries as an esseatial
intermational conssnsus centred on development in an urgeal necesity. Tuw
Ciny malhima 1 readiuie wili o soenginen muiliisioral cooperfation and w
work togeihes in the quest fur uew ways of resciving problems through
coopotetion, & coustrucuve spirit and mutual suppoet, Th= Group of Fifteen
declares its readiness © act to this effoct with all its parmers ia the North
and is particular those within the G-7.

/090
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1. The new international consensus should be expressed in a practical way, the
main elements of which should include the following issues of coacern and
interess to the intemational community and, in particular, to the developing
countries;

DEMOCGATIZATION, HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEVELOPMENT

12.  Democracy, human rights and develupment are throe concepts of the greatest
significance and must Ve addressed in an integrated manrer. While it is
imponani to promow the strengthening of the consututional State,
democracy and pluralism at the natiocdl level, with due respect 10 the
soveseignty, temitorial iniegrity and independence of Siates, it is imperative
that democralization among Stales should become a reality at the
international level.

13. Al Staisg must promose and fuily guarantes respect for human rights, taking
into account their indivisible nature and the distinctive cultural characteristics
- ( each magion. Civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights are
in r-telased and should therefore be promoted and defended with equal
comimitment. It is necessary to further noa-selective, non-dixriminating
international cooperation in the field of human nights, strengthening respect
for freadom and concoed in the political, legal, economic and social
domains. The Right to Developmen) @ int be racognized and sccepied a3 a
fundamentzl human right.  Developmnt is a peerequisite for the
sustainabélity of democTaic processes and the respect of human rights. The
obwrvance of human rights should be promcied in as objective manasr by
the releviat organs in the intemational sysem bused on the principles of the
UN Charter. [t is also imperative that Democracy, Human Rights and
Development should be the central theme of the World Conference oa
Humags Rights to be: hedd in 1993.

DISARMAMENT AND DEVELOPMENT

14. The process of dissrmament should be linked 0 ihe process of development
and the fosaring of global ecusity in its moR comprehensive form.
Developing counties wiil endaavour to eacourage the process of
disarmament globaily and regionally, corscious of the necessity to channel
the maximum resources for developmental purposss.  Moteover, real

,att
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resources heing released at present as a result of lower global military
spending, should be Giverted for the economic «nd social development of
developing countries.  The continuing trend towards disarmament resulting
from the end of East-West confrontation, the reduction of mulitary
expendilures and the progressive reduction of international tensions should
make it possible 10 extract 2 "peace dividend™ in the form of financial and
technical resources, for the enhancement of internaticnal development

15.  Appropriate structures or bodies should be estadblished to implement this
process and the crealion of an International Fund within the framework of
the United Nations, represents the best way of chanaelling resources freed as
a result of disarmament for the purposes of development.

ERADICATION OF POVERTY

16. The fight against poverty should be understocd nt oaly in terms of

providing assistance with a view o improving the living standards of the
poor, but also as a means of reinforcing their economic well-being and long-
term prospects. Furthermwore, the intcresis of the economically and socially
weaker sections of society who fall outside the market process must be
safeguacded. It is necessary that 2 special commitment is made by the
intemational commuaity to initate urgeat measures (0 alleviate poverty in
the least developed countrics. The alleviation of poverty, especially in iis
most extreme forms, coatinues o be of prime concem W developing
couniries and ust remain at the ceatre of naticnal development efforts in
the countries of the South and of inmanational development cooperation,

TERBORISM AND DRUG TRAFFICKING

17.

18.

Termosisea has energed as one of the mo dangerous and pernicious threats
w0 interaasional, political and social stability and musi de dealt with in an
usgent asd sifoctive manner.  Teqorisas i fact violaics the buman rights of
the inacoemt victims of its manifest activity.

Qdea, texrorism is lickeo with the global prob-sms of illicit drug trafficking.
It is esscatial w cope with this problem that the high leveis of consumption
ia ali coustries bs reduced and world-wids support is provided for drug

[re-
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conirol and crop subsuiution strategies with a view o offering those
agricultural workers involved in drug production with the option of legal,
profitable and competitive economic actvities.

FOREIGN DEBT AND THE FLOW OF RESOURCES

19.

20.

On the basis of the principle of shared responsibility, more positive, fair and
realisic measures ae called for to extend and broaden the mechanisms for
reducing all types of debt, while being sensitive o the specific problems and
needs of each country.

The recent implementation of debt redustion schemes are welcomed. These
initatives must be strengthened and broadened for all classes of debtor
countsies and must be more effectively implemented especially for those
countries which have made great efforts o meet their debt obligations. The
international commuaity should morcover commit itself to ensuring a
substandal increase in the net transfer of councessional resources to all
regions of the South to revitalize the development process and free the
developing countries from the overhang of the rising cebt burden.

INTERNATIONAL TRADE

21.

Mainterance of an open, multilateral tracing systetn is of prime imponance
for the expansion of world trade and the development of all couttries. For
this purpose, there is a nood for multiloteral rules that provide fur an
equitable, secure, nos-discriminatory and predictable international trading

. systems which safeguards compstition, promoics open markets, equity and

faimess aad cromses beiter conditions for the effective integration of
developing countries into the werls sciacamy. TO this end no effort raust be
spared to obtain an early, balancod and successful conclusion of the !'ruguay
Round of Multilaseral Trade Negotiations.

A baianced. positive outcome from the Urnuguay Round should reflect every
aspect of the negotiations and take into sccount the intarests of all paries
coacemed, particularty the needs of developing countries. In particular, the

resuite shouid ensure the sudeindive eohanceineat of market wciwis (.

developing counay exports, rules i dissiptines for the trangparesy and fule
sanduct of inemauonal ade and developing couauy wcess & ahwlogy

[..’
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and invesiment.  All forms of protectionism maintained by developed
counu.¢s should be immediately halted and rolled back. Moreover, special
auention should be given to reducing ths balance of payments deficits of
developing countries and to safeguarding the pursuit of their legitimate
development goals and public policy objectives.

The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) is
unique in terms of being a universal, multidisciplinasy forum whose mandate
places development as its comersione and has an imporant role in the
international trading sysiem. The Eighth Sessior of UNCTAD bheld in
Cartegena des Indias (February 8-25, 1992) recognizing the urgent need for
instinutional adaptation and revitalization of UNCTAD has cu. firmed its role
to promoie international consensus on principles and strategies for policy
action at the national and internationsl levels o enhance the development
prospects of member States, particularly those of developing countries. Its
functions compromising global policy analysis, intergovemnmental
deliberalions,  consensus  building and  negotiation, monitoring,
implementation and follow-up, an¢ technical cooperation should be
strengthened.

PRIMARY COMMODITIES

2.

A strengthened and effective intematicasl policy on commodities should be
designed and pursued wilk & view 0 achieving a long-term solutioa to
commodity problems and maximizing the contribation of the commodity
soctor 0 development. Possibilities exist for international cooperation
between peoducer and coasumer countries.  Given an improvement in access
o markets, improved supply masagement and bettey use of technolegy, such
coopantion shwould lead (o the achievement of greater levels of
diversificstion of the economies of developing countries which have become
more comgatitive and increase their share in the processing, marketing and
distribution of their commedity based praducts.

REGIONAL ECONOMIC CROUPINGS

5.

The emphasis being placed by developing countries on the procest of
economic integration is welcomed, and the creaticn of regional and sub-
regional groups in the South shouk) constitule coe of the prime aspects of

lee-
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South-South cooperation. These groups are in fact an asset (© the
deveiopment of a dynamic and mutually beneficial cooperation between the
countries concermed. The collective efforts of the South, through such
cooperation will help to build a negotating platform that will offer the
developing countrics the status of a genuine partner in their relations with
the North.

26.  The present global trends towards economic integration, aimed at extending
markets, ircreasing productivity and competitiveniess and generating
investment, must also be welcomed and encouraged. This trend, however,
presents nisks that musi be firmly and resolutely faced by acting in such a
way that the main aim continues to be the creation of an open and
transparent world trading system.

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

27.  There is a need for the intemational community to explore ways and means
for promoting cooperation in science and technology between developed and
developing countrics aimed ar intensifying the transfer of technology to
dewoloping couniries to help them enhance their own cieatific and
technological capabilities. [t is necessary to improve the access of
developing countries to new technologics on fair and reasonable terms and to
fostes their dissemination and use. The search for soluticns to thece
problems could be made in the framewock of the revitalization and
streagthening of the UN bodies with expertise in science, technology and
intellecthial propesty.  Nadional, sub-regional and regional institutions
concerned with science and techuclogy must alse be called on to contribuse,
asd cooperation between enterprises and scienbfic and technological
institutions from developod and deveioping couantries ihould be ericouraged.

DEVELOPMIENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES

28.  To ackicve susainable deveiopment, (e Geveiopinan and impeavement of
human resources are indis;casable premquisives as they will promote and
reinforce scientific and technological capabilities as well as enhance the
ability of countrias to mobilize and ratioeally use their financial and natural
resousces. Effective cooperation among countries through the sharing of
their resources, experiences am! know-how can make a huge conwibution o
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improving and increasing the vast potential in human resources which the
South possesses. Developing countries continue to give the highest priority
to the development of human resources although effor's in this area have
been hampered by the implementation of economic adjusiment programmes
which have compromised the development of health and educational
facilities and other basic social services. Intemational cooperation in this
field must therefore be encouraged and enhanced, while respecting the
cultural and social dimensions of development.

29.  The development of human resources can only be achievad effectively where
there  peoples participation and respect for the righis and liberties of
individuals, especially of women and children.

ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT

30. The threat 10 the global environment comes mainly from past and present
industrialization practices and profligaie consumption in the industrialized
countries. This has negauive repeicussions on countries in general, with
particularly harmful consequences for developing countries, which are mere
vulnerable to environmental problems,

31. Though finuly commiited to the protection, preservation and rational use ot
the environment, the developing couniries nevertheless need W give & fresh
impeius W their economies in order w esadicate poventy, and to guarantes
viable growth in both economic and environmental terins. The solving of
enviroamental problems should be an integral past of strategies of economic
development in order 10 ensure and consolidate the sustainability of both
processes.

32, Agreements, programmes and any other global initialive, such as the
forthcoraing UN Confetence on Eavironment and Development, the “Earth
Summit’, aimed at solving ecological problenu and achieving sustainable
development, call for concerled iniematiooal cooperation in all areas,
including the transfer of environmentally-sound technolegy, free and open
trade and the vailabllity of new and additicnal financial resources.
Intemational cooperaiion for the protection of the enviramcnt and the
enhancement of susiainable development shcuid be based on the principle of
equitable and propottional responsibilitics among nations, faking im0

/a.‘
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account the existing disparities between developed and developing countrie
ad their respective capacities and resources. The implementation of such
cooperation should respect the principle of permanent sovereignty of naiions
with regard to their natural resources. It should also give due importance to
the principle that each country should have the right to determine its own
priarities based on its needs and level of socic-economic development.

POPULATION

33.  The high rates of population growth in almost all developing countries may
represent 2 real mortgaging of their social and economic deveiopment. Itis
becoming imperative for those involved politically and culturally at national
and internationial levels to be effectively called on to help to raise public
awareness and mobilize political and popular commitment and the necessary
financial and technical means to ke 2 conclusive step towards the
formulation and implementation of appropriate demographic policies. The
World Conference on Population and Development planned for 1994 ought
1 be the opportunity ror working out and adopting policies and programmes
aimed at achieving global demographic objectives.

SOUTH-SQUTR CUUPERATION

34. An cusential feature of the new intemational consensus on development is
encoursgement anu support for South-South coppenation a8 a means of
moviag towards, on the one hand, increased collective self-reliance and o
the other, sustainod development nationally and regionsily as well s
globally.

35.  South-South cooperation is an integral pact of the sirateg; for giving « fresh
impetus o insermatdonal cooperation for development, The countnes of the
South must make iull use of the possibilitics for strengtheaing their links
with each other so as to consolidate the foundatiocs of their coliective seif-
reliance. This implics developing and muitpiying conCis, eniwing Ciowi
and more direct communication and transport links, the flow and exchange
of information and knowledge, cultural exchanges and the harmoaizing of
positions oa international questinns. In this regacd, it would be judicious to
perceive the development of this cooperation in terms of sn evolving process
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into which the countries concemed must enter by way of viable projects
open to ail other developing countries.

THE ROLE OF THE UNITED NATIONS

36.

37.

The Group of Fifteen strongly supports multilateralism in which inter-State
relatons are conducted in a truly democratic manner and i which no
interests are ignored and from which no nation is lefc out. The global
phenomenon of the resurgence of democracy should be extended to the
intemational field through a genuine democratisation of intemational
relations and the revitalization of multilateral structures under the United
Naticas, for security, disarmament and development.

The United Nations Organization should play a crucial role in the creation
and maintenance of & New World Order. The United Nations would have to
be reformed in such a way 30 as o incresse its effectiveness to cope with the
evolving international situation and to eifectively eliminate the threa:s to
global peace and security which have their roois ia economic andl social
imbalances and underdevelopment. The basis for stremgthening the role of
the United Nations should be the recognition that the munagemeat of world
affairs is a question of shared respeasibility. One of the fundamenial aims
should be o rectify the imbalance among intermational bodics, which should
give cach ocher mutual suppost with a view to achieving their commoa aims,
namely the maintenacce of peace and intemational security, the promotion of
economic and social development, the protection and restocations of the
eaviroumens and; the defeace and promotion of human rights and defmocracy.

The revitalization of the United Naiicos should aiso be reflecied in 3
streagthened role «nd function for the General Assemnbly and the office of
Secretasy-Geoeral.  The Secusity Council should be democratized. It should
be committad to the principles of openness and transparency in its decision-
making tnd should act at all times with respect for the sovereign rights of
Siates.

P ke




