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1. INTRODUCTION

1. The General Assembly, in its resolution 347218 of 19 November 1979,
entitled Waited Nations Conference on Science and Technology for
Development”, decided to establish an Intergovernmental Committee on Science
and Technology for Development. The Assembly also decided that the Committee
should be open to the participation of all States as full members and that the
representation of Member States in the Committee should be at a high level.

2. The General Assembly also decided that the Committee should submit its
reports and recommendations to the Assembly through the Economic and Social
Council, which may transmit to the Assembly such comments on the reports as it
deems necessary. particularly with regard to coordination.
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Il. RESOLUTIONADOPTEDBY THEINTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE
ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR DEVELOPMENT AT ITS
ELEVENTH SESSION

3. At it8 eleventh session, the Intergovernmental Committee adopted the
following resolution (resolution 1 (XI));
Resolution
1 (XI)

The Intergovernmental Committee on Science and Technology for Development
recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the following resolution:

Science and technology for development in the 19908

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 44714 A to E of 26 October 1989,
44/228 of 22 December 1989 and S-18/3 of 1 May 1990,

1. <Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-General
on ways and means of ensuring the participation of developing countries im

international cooperation for research on and development of environmentally
sound technologies, 1/ and the rapid and effective transfer of such
technologies to the developing countries, as well as the report of the
Advisory Committee on Science and Technology for Developmeat; 2/

2. BRequegsts the Secretary-General to make those reports available to
the Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development before the third session of the Preparatory Committee for the
Conference for consideration, together with the views expressed by delegations
on the subject during the eleventh session of the Intergovernmental Committee;

3. Requests the Ceantre for Science and Technology for Development to
prepare , in cooperation with the Department of International Economic and
Social Affairs, the Department of Technical Cooperation f or Development and
other relevant United Nations bodies, a comprehensive study on the utiligzation
and marketing of energy technologies, drawing upon the studies conducted by
other organizations and bodies of the United Nations system, and based on
legislative, institutional and other specific experiences of selected

1/ A/CN.11/1991/2.

2/ A/CN.11/1991/6.



countries and focusing on polioy issues and options for an effective transfer
and application of environmentally sound technologies, and t 0 report to the
Intergovernmental Committee thereon at its twelfth session;

4, Considersg it important that ways of improving the dissemination of
information on environmentally sound technologies, including the establishment
of a network of national and international research ceantres on environmentally
sound technologies, based primarily on existing regional research, development
and demonstration centres, and data banks, linking the regional centres to
national institutions and enterprises, should be examined by the Preparatory
Committee for the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development as
a modality for access to environmentally sound technology:

5. Requasts the Sear ot ary- Gener al of the United Nationst 0 make
available t 0 the Searetary-General of the Conference the techaical resource8
of the Advisory Committee on Science and Techmology for Development in order
t o contribute to t he preparatory work of the Conference on the transfer of
environmentally sound technology to all countries, in particular to ¢eveloping
countries;

6. Requaats the Chairman of the Intergovernmental Committee on Science
and Technology for Development to transmit part A of the present resolution to
the Chairman of the Preparatory Committee for the Conference as the
substantive contribution of the Intergovernmental Committee to the work of the
Preparatory Committee,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 34/218 of 19 December 1979 and
44/14 A to E of 26 October 1969

Recalling also its resolution 457196 of 21 December 1990 on industrial
development cooperation and the diversification and modernigzation of
productive activities in developing countries,

1. Requests the Secretary-General, drawing upon the work of the
relevant organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations system to
present a report to the Intergovernmental Committee at its twelfth session on
the following theme, which will be the substantive theme at that session:
“The contribution of technologies, including new and emerging ones, for the
induetrialisation of developing countries and for the strengthening of
regional and global integration processes, including proposals on ways and
means of transferring such technologies and for their incorporation in the
productive sector of those countries";

2. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to submit a
report to the Intergovernmental Committee at its twelfth session in 1993 on
ways and means of improving the quality of global coordination and cooperation
in the area of science and technology for deveiopment, as well as system-wide
coordination within the United Nations system;
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3. Ragueata the Executive Direector of the Centre for Sci ence and
Technology for Development, iu cooperation with the relevant organs,
organisations and bodies of the United Nations system, to advise all
countries, in particular the developing countries, at their request, in their
efforts to promote the development of small and medium-sized enterprises in
environmental impact assessment, research on and development of
environmentally sound technologies, in both the publie and private sector;

4. lUrgea the international community and the United Nations system,
particularly the Ceantre for 8clemece and Technology for Development, to teke
steps towards the full implementation of the Paris Declaration, adopted by the
Second United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries, 3/ and the
Programme of Actlom for the Least Developed Countries for the 199019 3/ in the
field of science and technology;

5. Notes the efforts of the Secretary-General of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development to hold ooneultations on a code of comduct
for the transfer of technology, and encourages Member States to participate in
these consultations with a view to facilitating an agreement thereon.

C
Endogenous capacity-building
iy 1 o . . o ,

1, Uzrges the Centre for Selemnce and Technology for Development to
continue and enhance activities to support the efforts of developing countries
to build and strengthen their endogenous capacities in science and teahnology,
and in so doing also to pursue actively the involvement of the private sector
in endogenous capacity-building projects;

2. Raguasts the Centre to support and participate in programmes of
research and development of technology in the least developed countries with
the aim of developing endogenous capacities and strengthening national
saientifio and technological infrastructures, and to assist in the formulation
of appropriate policles to facilitate tho transfer of technology:

3. Regueata the Advisory Committee on Seience and Teahnology for
Development to continue its work to develop operational criteria to facilitate
the design and assessment of programmes and activities to strengthen the
endogenous saientifio and technological capabilities of developing countries;

4. Raqueats the Secretary-General, in cooperation with the organs,
organigzations and bodies of the United Nations system, to submit to the
Intergovernmental Committee, at its twelfth session, an analytical report on
how the United Nations system can more actively enhance the impact of its
activities related to the process of creating and strengthening endogenous
capacity-building in science and technology in developing countries;

3/ A/CONF.147/Misc.9.
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5. Requests the Centre for Science and Technology for Development, in
cooperation with the appropriate organs, orgamizations and bodies of the
United Nations system and appropriate orgyaniasations in developing countries,
through its advanoed teohnology assessmeat network and making full use of its
endogenous oapaoity-building pilot studies, to organize workshops and other
relevant activities in developing countries to explore both the methodologies
for and the organisation of teohnology monitoring, assessment and forecasting
moat appropriate to the needs and resources of the countries concerned;

D

Einancing science and technology for development
The Intergovernmental Committoee on Science and Technology for Development
1, Regcommends thatt

(a) Countries should increase efforts to support the process of
endogenous oapaoity-building in science and technology, taking into account

the Vienna Programme of Action on Science and Technology for Development 4/
and its basic goals;

(b) At ths global level, a more diversified, innovative and flea ible
approaoh be sought to fimance endogenouo capacity-building in science and
teohnology ia order to enhance a broad coalition of resources drawn from
domestic, bilateral and multilateral sources;

2. Takes nota of the important work undertaken by the United Nations
Fund for S8clence and Teohnology for Development and its status as an
identifiable entity within the United Nations Development Programme under the

polioy guidance of the Intergovernmental Committee and in accordance with the
priorities agreed upon by 1it;

3. Neotea the oonoept and mode of operation outlined in the report of
the Secretary-Qeneral as regards organiaing a more effective coalition of
resources, §/ and requests the Secretary-Qeneral to submit to the
Intergovernmental Committee, at its twelfth session, proposals for action in
this respeet, prepared in close cooperation with the United Nations Fund for
Science and Technology for Development in consultatioa with the donor
community, including the regional development banks and organiszations of the

United Nations system, especially the World Bank and the United Nations
Development Programme.

4/ Report of the United Natjons Conference on Sclence and Technology
for Developuent., Viepna, 20-31 August 1979 (United Natioms publication, Sales
No. B.79.1.21 and Corr.1 and 2), chap. VII.

5/ See A/CN.11/1991/3,



I11. ORGANIZATIONALMATTERS

A. Qpening_and duration of the session

4. The eleventh session of the Intergovernmental Committee on Sci ence and

Technology for Development was held at United Nations Headquarters from
22 April to 3 May 1991.

5. The Committee held 11 meetings (104th to 114th), as well as a number of
informal meetings.

B. Membership and attendance

6. In accordance with the provisions of General Assembly resolution 347218,
the Committee is open to the participation of all States as full members.

Representatives of the following States attended the eleventh sessiom of the
Commttee

Algeria, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Bangladesh, Barbados,
Belgium, Benin, Bolivia, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi,
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cape Verde, China, Colombia,
Congo, Costa Rica, Céte d'Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Fcuador,
Egypt, Fiji, Prance. nabon, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Guinea-Bissau,
Guyana, BRaiti, Hc..uuras, Hungary, Iamdie, Indonesia, Israel, Italy,
Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Lesoth., Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia,
Mali, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Nepal, Netherlands, Nicaragua, Nigeria,
Norway, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal,
Republic of Korea, Romania, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname,
Swasziland, Sweden, Thailand, Togo, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian
Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of
Tansania, United States of America, Uruguay, Vanuatu, Venezuela,

viet Nam, Yugoelavia, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

7. The following United Nation8 organizatioms and bodies were represented:

Department of International Economic and Social Affairs

United Nations Conference on Environment and Development
United Nation8 Conference on Trade and Development

United Nations Eavironment Programme

United Nations Pogr alatiom Fund

United Nations University

Economic Commission for Africa

Economic and Social “ommission for Asia and the Pacific

United Nations Fund for Science + @ Technology for Development
World Food Council



10.

11.

The following specialized agencies were representmls

Interaational Labour Organisation
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation
World Health Organigation
World Bank

United Nations Industrial Development Organization
The following intergovernmental organigation was represente 1:
Asian-African Legal Consultative Committee

The following non-governmental organizations were represented:

Bangladesh Centre for Advanced Studies

European Council gsr Social Research on Latin America
International Association of 'mpact Assessment

International Chamber of Commerce

International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis
International Society of Technology Assessment in Health Care
Third World Academy of Sciences

Union of International Technical Associations

C. BRlection of officers

At its 104th meeting, on 22 April, the Committee clected by acclamation

the following officers for its eleventh session:

13.

Chairman: Ladislav KOVAC (Czecholovakia)

Vice-Chairmen: Dulce Arnao de UZCATEGUI (Venesuela)
Ahmed DJOGHLAF (Algeria)

Rapporteur: Mahbub KABIR (Bangladesh)
At its 111th meeting, on 29 April, the Committee elected by acclamation
George Kint (Belgium) as Vita-Chairman.

D. Documentatjon
The Committee had before it the following documents:

(a) Provisional agenda (A/CN.11/1991/1 and Corr.l1);



(b) Report of the Seoretary-General on ways and meams of ensuring the
participation of developing countries in international cooperation for
reaearoh on and development of environmentally sound technologies, ead the
rapid and effective transfer of such technologies to the developing countries
(A/CN.11/1991/2);

(c) Report of the Secretary-General on financing science and technology
for development (A/CN,11/1991/3);

(d) Report of the Searetary-General on the assessment of the impact of
the activities of the United Nations system in promoting endogenous
capacity-building in developing countries in the field of science and
technology (A/CN.1171991/4);

(e) Report of the Director-General for Development and International
Economic Cooperation on new developments and treads in the programmes and
activities of the United Nations system in science and technology for
development (A/CN.11/1991/5);

(f) Report of the Advisory Committee on Science and Technology for
Development on its eleventh session (A/CN.11/1991/6);

(g) Note by the Secretary-General on the registry of national focal
points for science and technology f or development (A/CN.11/1991/7 and Corr.l);

(h) Note by the Secretariat on the procedure for the appointment of
members Of the Advisory Committee on Science and Technology for Development
(A/CN.11/1991/8);

(i) Report of the Secretary-General on the activities of the Centre for
Science and Technology for Development (A/CN.11/1991/9);

(3) Note by the Secretary-General on the interim appointment of a member
of the Advisory Committee on Science and Technology for Development
(A/CN.11/1991/10);

Or) Note by the Secretary-General on the summary of correspondence
received from Or gans, organisatioms and bodies of the United Nations system
(A/CN,11/1991/CRP.1);

(1) Note by the Secretary-General on planning amd managing science and
technology policy (A/CN,11/1991/CRP.2)}

(m) Note by the Secretariat on the proposed programme of work of the
Centre for Science and Technology for Development for the biennium 1992-1993
(A/CN.11/1991/CRP.3);

(a) Note by the Secretariat on che state of preparation of documentation
for the session (A/CN.11/1991/L.1);

(o) Note by the Secretariat on the orgamization of the work of the
session (A/CN.11/1991/L.2).



14. At

B. Adoption of the agenda
Its 104th meeting, on 22 April, the Committee adopted the following

agenda for the session:

1,

2.

10.

Bleotion of officers.
Adoption of the agenda and other organigatiomal matters.

Substantive theme: ways Md meams of ensuring the participation of
developing countri es in international cooperation for research on
Md development of environmentally sound technologies, an@ the rapid
and effective transfer of such technologies to the developing
countries.

Pinancing science and technology for development.

Assessment of the impact of the activities of the United Nations
system in promoting endogenous capacity-building in developing
countries in the field of science amd technology.

Activities of the United Natloms system in science amd technology
for development, including those of the Centre for Science and
Technology for Development, and the Advisory Committee on Science
and Technology for Development.

Programme questions.

El ecti on of the Chairman and nomination of ot her officers for the
twelfth session of the Committee, and appointment of members of the
Advisory Committee on Science and Technology for Development.

Provisional agenda and orgamisatiom of work for the twelfth session
of the Committee.

Adoption of the report of the Committee.

F. Adoption of the report

15. At 4its 114th meeting, on 3 May, the Committee adopted its draft report
(A/CN.11/1991/L.3 and Adds.1-5) and authoriaed the Rapporteur to finalize it
in consultation with other members of the Bureau.




IV. WORK OF TEE COMMITTEE AT ITS ELEVENTH SESSION

A. Introductory and general stataments

16. The Chairman of the eleventh session of the Intergovernmental Committee
on Science and Teohnology for Development stated that the Committee was
meeting at the beginning of the Fourth United Nations Development Decade. He
recalled that the adoption of the Vienna Programme of Action on Science and
Technology for Development by the General Assembly also coincided with the
Third Development Decade and formed the basis of moot of the proposals put
forward for that aecade. 8inmce the expectation8 of the Vienna Programme of
Action had not been met, it would be necessary t0o analyse the reasomns for the
failure of the practical measures that had been taken to accomplish the tasks
of the Programme and to formulate new notions and hypotheses from a scientific
point of view.

17. Knowledge as a result of expanding scientific complexity should be
continuously integrated into thinking on global issues, and the operational
value of ouch concepts as "eavirommentally sound technology” and "eandogenous
oapaoity-building@@ should be subjected to thorough scrutiny. Science should
be involved in reconsidering organizational and institutional arrangements
that would transcend the autonomy and sovereignty of nations. He suggested
that the industrialized oountriee should see the situatiom in the developing
world from a perception of enlightened self-interest rather tham one of
sympathy and compassion.

18. The Chairman stated that the problem of population growth could be the
main focal point of science in the 1990s, thereby enabling improvements to be
made in the guality and dignity o human life in third world countries.

19. Re concluded that more emphasis should be placed on the so-called "soft"
sciences, namely, human end social sciences in development, in order to assist
in a reformulation of notionms and goals for developing countries, and proposed
that such aspects could constitute the substantive theme of the next session

of the Committee.

20. The Director-Genaral for Development and International Economic
Cooperation stated that in 1989 the General Assembly adopted on the
recommendation of t he Committee its resolution 44/14, which reaffirmed the
validity of the Vienna Programme of Action as well as its fundamental
objectives and also took important decisions concerning multilateral
cooperation for the strengthening Of endogenous capacities. The Assembly,
reflecting the comceras of the Committee, also declared its preoccupation
concerning the implementation of the Vienna Programme, whose results had
disappointed developing and industrialized countries alike.

21. The interest of Member States in the field of science and technology was
reiterated by the General Assembly at its special session on international
economic cooperation, as well as in the adoption of the strategy for the
19908. As regards the least developing countries, the Paris Conference had
recommended action to reinforce their scientific and technological
capacities. Unfortunately, in spite of the efforts of the international
community and some relative successes, the pessimistic conclusions of the end
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of 1989 were still an actuality. The qualitative and quantitative gap in
science and technology continued to grow between developed and the developing

world. At the same time, the economic gap between the North and the South had
become still wider.

22. While science alone could not be the solution to development, it would be
in science, especially political and economic sciences, that one could find
solutions to the problems OF development, including viable condition8 for the

implantation of science and technology as agents in the transformation of the
south.

23. He stated further that the substantial theme chosen by the Committee at
its current session, the equitable access by developing countries to
environmentally sound technologies, showed after analysis that the solution of
global development problems would depead on science and technology and in that
case on the transfer to the South on favourable conditions of new
environmentally sound technologies.

24. Science and technology mutually reinforced each other owing to the fact
that scientific research made use of technological advances such as
informatics and robotics. Conversely, the breakthroughs issuing f£rom
scientific research, which constituted the basis of technology innovation,
were very rapidly put into use by technological research and by industrialized
production. The net result O such interactiom was an unprecedented
acceleration of progress in scieace and technology on the whole. That might
explain how dramatically developing countries were lagging behind in science
and technology.

25. The concept of science and technol ogy capacities implied the development
of human resources, especially through educatioan. That question, which was
addressed in the Committee’8 end of decade review in 1989, should be dealt
with in more depth by it. In pursuing the request addressed to him by the
General Aasembly, he had submitted to the Committee a report on new
developments aad trends in the United Nations system. The report noted
efforts between a Creation O a gemeric and techmology Capacity that would
serve to reinforce capacities in specific sectors, including health and f ood.
The report also noted a consensus on the importance of strategic planning and
technological prospective studies both in the Secretariat of the United
Nations and in programmes of cooperation with Member States,

26. The Director-general also made reference to the report of the
Secretary-general on the activities of the organizations in 1990 and referred
to what he called the social control of the utilisation of science and
technology for military ends. He underlined the point mad8 in the report of
the Secretary-General that the necessary unrestricted access of developing
countries to new technologies should not result further in s destabilizing
qualitative arm8 race amd that the international community should establish
equitable safeguards in that respect that could be acceptable by everyone.
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B. Substantive thema: ways and masns of ensuring the
participation of daveloping countries in
international cooperation for research on and

and the rapid and effective transfer of such
technologies to the developing countries

(Agenda item 3)

27. The Officer-in-Charge Of the Centre for Science and Technology for
Development introduced the report of the Secretary-General on the ways and
means of ensuring the participation of developing countries in international
cooperation fer research on amd development of environmentally sound
technologies, and the rapid and effective transfer of such technologies to the
developing countries (A/CN.11/1991/2) and stated that science and technology,
which had become more important than ever, were indispensable components of
the response to the wide range of environmental challenges. The United
Nations had a continuing role to play in mobilizing the potential of scieance
and technology for development. It was not am easy task, amd perhaps for that
reason the Organization had of t en been ecriticized for the manner in which it
had addressed the problem.

28. 88 emphasized that the tramsfer of environmentally sound technologies to
developing countries on preferential terms and the building of capacities for
the effective application Of such technologies was Vital for achieving
sustainable development in those countries. |t was necessary to identify
creative mechanisms and Operational methods to accelerate such transfer and
enhance the capacities to manage eavirommeantally sound technologies in
developing countries, including financing.

29. He also introduced a background document entitled "Environmentally sound
technology assessment (ESTA)".

30. The representative Of Ghana, speaking on behalf of the Group of 77,
stated that the world was in the last decade Of a century that had seen the
most technological development in history. One would have thought that the
achievements in technological innovation8 and development that had taken place
in the developed North would have been brought within easy reach of the
developing Countries. It was tragically ironic that the developing countries
had not been able to benefit from that development. The result had been a
widening gap between the developed and most Of the developing countries. The
G oup of 77 attached enormous importance to the subject Of science and
technology for development and that was reflected in its national social and
economic development planning.

31. In an era in which the issues of accessibility to and affordability of
environmentally sound technologies had become very important globally, it was
important to make a comcerted effort to ease the burdens of developing
countries in those areas in order to ensure human survival. Helamented t he
fact that serious efforts mad8 by the Group of 77 within the United Nations
and other international forums had not been rewarded by significant progress
in creating conditions for a more rapid develcpment of sciance and technology
in developing countries. The classic concept of technology transfer,
predicated on the us8 of multilateral agencies and bilateral donors, had not

-12-



been able to fulfil the task. The Group Of 77, hcwever, wished (0 emphasize
that international support was still essential to the efforts of the
developing countries to strengthen the processes of their scientific and
technological development.

32. The Group of 77 reaffirmed the validity of the Vienna Program8 of Action
on Science and Technology for Development §/ and the relevance Of the t hree
basic goals for the development of developing countries, namely, to strengthen
the endogenous capacity of developing countries, restructure international
science and technology relations and strengthen the role of the United Nations
system. In addition, the Group of 77 would like te¢ see international
scientific Md technological cooperation that inspired trust and confidence,
full access to scieantific and technological knowledge, unimpeded transfer of
technology on terms that were non-exploitative, a harmonigzed United Nations
policy on science Md technology and the setting up Of financial mechanisms to
provide the necessary resources to ensure meaningful implementation (f the
Vienna Programme of Action. He reiterated the call made at the Special
Ministerial Meeting of the Group of 77 in June 1989 for the need to continue
to strengthen and expand the human resource base Of developing countries. The
Group of 77 appreciated the work of the Intergovernmental Committee, which it
saw as an important forum for the growth and development Of science and

technology. He also called for special attention to be paid to the needs of
thc least developed countries.

33. A number of representatives commended the Intergoveramental Committee for
its foresight in the selection of the substantive therme since it would serve
as a significant contribution to the preparatory process of the 1992 United
Nations Conference on Environment and Development. Two of the most important
and delicate topics to be discussed during the Conference would be the
transfer of emvironmemtally sound technologies and financial resourc88 to
developing countries. The reports of the Secretary-General on those subjects
were considered comprehensive and highly analytical by many representatives;
they not only elaborated the various difficulties and probl ems confronting the
developing countries in their efforts to participate im international
cooperation on research and development of environmentally sound technologies
and in the rapid and effective transfer of such technologies to developing
countries but also emnvisaged some preliminary solutions. The reports, in
conjunction with the background document on environmentally sound technology
assessment, would serve as a significant contribution to the preparation of
the 1992 uUnited Nati ons Conference on Environment and Development. The
representatives of two developing countries encouraged the Centre for Science
and Technology for Development to continue its work in the area of the
assessment of 8nvironmontally sound technologies as an impoxtamt contribution
to the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Acti on.

34. Many representatives endorsed the observations made in the report of the
Secretary-CGeneral 0N the substantive them8 that the global dimension .f
environmental Md development challenge called for concerted action on a wide

6/  See Report of the United Nations Conference on Sclence and
Technology fo, Development, Vienna, 20-31 August 1979 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.79.1,21 and corrigenda), chap. VII.
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front. It required an increased solidarity ameng all nations and the

political will of all countries in order to face the complex task that lay
ahead for the oommunity of States. There was no doubt that the key issue of
the technological development Of developing countries was Central to the world
community's endeavour to meet successfully the challenge Of eaviroamentally
sound and sustainable development at naticnal, regional and global levels.
The representative of a developing country stressed the need for a clean
environment as a guiding principle that should not be used to infringe on the
sovereign rights Of States or impose new conditions in aid aad trade.

35, Many representatives from developing countries emphasised the need to
look specifically at developing countries' eavironmental problems. Thoase
concerns were inextricably linked to the larger question of global
environmental impoverishment but had not received the kind of serious efforts
that were needed to emsure the cooperation of developing aountries in
international attempts to achieve global sustainable development. The
representative of a developing country recommended that global environmental
questions should not overshadow t he gravity of local environmental problems,
such as desertification and drought. Both global and local environmental
issues should be kept in mind when addressing the question of aacess and
transfer of environmentally sound technologies. The representative of a
developing country argued that the effects of environmental degradatiom had no
boundaries and that it was the common responsibility of humanity to use all
the knowledge and technologies available to halt the curreat process of
environmental destruction. He stressed that in a matter of suoh urgency it
would be immoral to withhold technolngies capable of reversing current trends
for either political, ideological or proprietary reasons,

36. Several representatives from developed amd developing countries expressed
the urgent need for international cooperation in support of the national
priorities and plams Of developing countries to strengthen their capacities to
develop ana effectively apply environmentally sound techanologies. 1Iu that
regard, the representatives emphasized that the building of endogenous
capacity in developed countries was just as significant as making
environmentally sound technologyies available on the market.

37.  The representative of am island developing country drew the attention of
the Intergovernmental Committee to the specific situation of small island
developing countries with regard to the need to build up a critical mass in
science and techmology to respond effectively to their national needs and
international obligations. Attempting to build on a resource-poor baso and
lacking the established scientific and technological infrastructures, such as
universities and research and development institutions that had been
identified as essential prerequisites f or 8ndogenous capaaity-building in
science and techmology, placed the small island developing countries at risk
of exclusion from the so-called "age of information techaology". A programme
of action tailored specifically to the unique requirements of small island
developing countries was needed that would combine an innovative approach
focused on participatory, people-oriented, sustainable development targeted to
making science and technology a daynamic and integral part of their development
processes.

38. The representative of a developed country stated that effective
technology transfer involved more tham simply mouving products and industrial
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processes. As the documentation on the substantive theme pointed out, it
required the transfer of knowledge needed to create and manage processes and
products. In order to build up the necessary knowledge, appropriate
conditions must exist in the receiving country. The transfer of techmolcgy
had to be seen from a longer-term and wider perspective, where iavestments ina
aapaoi ty-bui | di ng and human resource development were central elements,
particularly with regard to the need to develop, adapt amd apply technologies
tailored t 0 the specific oonditions and requirements of developing aountries.
There must be sufficient means available to finance effective demand; chere
must be environmental policies in placs and research and education systems
capable of receiving, adapting and developing applications of new knowledge.
He stated that while market mechanisms aoul d provide significant technology
transfers, thay wer e inadequate in fully satisfying demand and equity
objectives and might not be effective in some countries. Thus, the role of
the public sector waa essential.

39. The representative of a developing country saw an effective way to
circumvent the difficulties faoed by developing aountries in gaining access to
proprietary technologies through publia financing of the aosts of such

transfer or through the establishment of f£inancial mechanisms under public
control. Owing to the lack of resources by developing countries, suoh
mechanisms would necesmarily be of international scope, either bilateral or
multilateral. Those efforts should be complemeated by market mechanisms.

40. Many representatives pointed OUL that one of the major obstacles t O the
transfer of environmentally sound techmologies had beea their high oost
aoupled with the financial weakness Of developing countries. While there was
no absolute scarcity of resources, some argued, developed countries had not
shown the political will to redirect available resources to promote
development and to preserve the environment in developing countries. In that
context, the representative of a developing country stated that developed
countries should transfer environmentally sound technologies t0 developing
aountries on concessional and favourable terms to aompensate for the economic
| osses on the part of dsvuloping aountries as a result of environmental
protection measures that would need to be put in plaae. They encouraged the
establishment of special funds with new Md additional resources to finance
the transfer of environmentally sound technologies. It was also suggested
that funding arrangements established under the Montreal Pr ot oaol oould serve
as a guide fo. the establishment of a funding mechanism for that purpose,

41. Many representatives from ¢sveloping and developed countries agreed that
to facilitate technology transfer to developing aountries, it was necessary to
define mechanisms aimed at increasing investments (X both the private Md
public sectors by improving access to markets, developing research and
development activities, facilitating access to patents amd building up
endogenous capacity in the area of scieace and technology. Those mechanisms
should combine different elements, such as internal polioies, innovative forms
of partnerships between enterprises of developing and developed countries,
enhancement of the scientific and technological cooperation between
Governments amnd a more effective role Dby international agencies and
non-governmental organizations.

42, Proposals were also mad8 with regard to environmental protection
measures. The representative of a developed country proposed the creation of
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disincentives in the case of the transfer of outdated and pollution-generating
technologies. In that connection, hu stated that consideration should be
given to the Aaisclosure practices of private ent er pri ses with regard to
environmental impact and risk assessment related to particular technologies.

43. Tha representative Of a developed aountry supported the view expressed in
the report of t he BSeeretary-General that national patent systems significantly
affected the tranafer and application of environmentally sound technologies.
He stressed the need, however, for providing appropriate protection for
intellectual property rights and emphasiged t hat real technology tranufer
occurred as the result of close entrepreneurial c¢~operation. His Government,
he stated, had committed approximately $US 2.2 billion in bilateral and
multilateral assistanoe in the field for the period 1989-1991. He also
informed the Committee about the f or mati on of the Keidanrea Qlobal Environment
Charter, a federation of ecomomic organisations in Japan. The Charter
provided guidelines in the area of environmental protection to be applied by
Japanese companies and their subsidiaries. The representative of a developing
oountry expressed the need for a regime conceraing t he proteotion of
intellectual property that would legitimise international diffusion of
environmentally sound techmologies. A number of representatives gave specific
attention to the role of the private and public sectors, especially with
regard to their responsibility and potential to take actiom to improve the
transfer of teahnologies t 0 developing countries. The representative of a
developing counmtry underlined the need t 0 take steps TO develop technologies
in the publie domain through subsidies by developed countries, differeantial
pricing policies by commercial enterprises and by limiting the life of
environmental patents while providing a time waiver to developing aountries so
that their obligation8 under relevant international agreements would come into
effect only after the life of the patents,

44. Many representatives referred t0 t he importancs of having access to
information on environmentally sound teohnologies and the aapaocity to make
effective us8 Of suoh information, In that coatext, they pointed out that the
laak of updated information on available environmentally sound teahnologies
clearly hampered the dissemination of those toahaologies whiah wer e readily
availablr. Several representatives supported the need for establishing an
international database that would provide information not only on
environmentally sound technologies but also on the world‘'s distribution of
technologies that were environmentally damaging. The database should take
into account the implications of intellectual property rights.

45. Several representatives stated that developing countries had been unable
to participate in research add developmeat projaats on environmentally sound
technologies beaause they had first to deal with priorities covering the basic
needs Of their citiaens. Many representatives stressed the importance of
promoting partnerships in research on and development of environmentally sound
teahnologies between developed and developing countries that were geared to
development rather than solely to market strategies, They fully endorsed the
observations made in the report regarding that issue, particularly with the
view that multilateral coopsration had the advantage of bringing weaker and
poorer partners in contact with the international scientific and technological
community,
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46, Many representatives pointed to the important suggestions contained in
the report regarding the ® Stabli ChmOnt of a col | aborative network of
international r esearch centres on eaviroameantally sound techmologies. Suah a
network should be basrd primarily on existing regional research, development
and demonstration ceatres, which must be atrengthemed. Those regional centres
should be linked t 0 national institutions.

47. In the context of regional cooperation in research and development, the
representative of a Latin American cecuntry informed the Intergovernmental
Committee about an initiative known as the Bolivar programme, aimed at a
regional strategy of techmologlcal innovation to foster the integration and
industrial competitiveness of Latin American and Caribbean countries in an
environmental context. Such a programme would pronote sclieatifie,
technological and induatrial cooperation amoag business enterprises and
research centres of the regi on with the objective of increasing the
productivity and competitivemess of industrias amd national economies.

48. The representative of t he Netherlands, speaking on behalf of t he European
Community and its member States, thanked the Centre for 8cience and Techrology
for Development for its comprehensive report on the substantive theme. He
emphasised the importance of the "thiak globally and act locally,, approach,
which had, so far, perhaps been more relevant for the developed part of the
world, including Eastern Eur ope. Techmnology application8 aould have not only
a minimum global adverse environmental effeect but also even a baneficial

effect on the global ® nvironnont, Attention should also bs given to promoting
the use of technologies aimed at protecting the local environment.

49. Commenting further on the report of the Secretary-General, he noted that
it disregarded amy possibility of tapping internal financial resources.
However, not all of the developing countries were facing suoh a situation,
since a reordering of budget priorities in some of those countries aould
achieve improvememts in their financial situations. The Buropean Community
and its member States fully subscribed to the need to mobilise additional
financing support from the international community for that purpose.

50. He also stated t hat regulat. s on the export of environmentally damaging
technologies must avaoid a system ~f double standards, with different criteria
used for the domestic appliaation on the one side and the exportation of such
technologies on the oOthar. The responsibility of the international business
community and recipient countries concerning such regulations had been
emphasised by the World Industrial Conference on Environmental Management and
by the Business Council for Sustainable Development. He raised doubts with
regard to the usefulness of establishing yet another data bank, as had been
proposed by representatives of Ot her countries, given the existing databases
operated by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). He also raised
tho question of the exteat to which international property rights could be
considered a barrier to technclogy transfer, as stated in the report.

51. With regard to the substantive theme for the twelfth session Of the
Intergovernmental Committee in 1993, three proposals were made during the
debate, namely, "Ways and moans for implementing the decisions of the United
Nations Conference on Raviromment and Development in the field of science and
technology,,, "Science and techmnology for the integration and industrial
competitiveness Of the developing reglons" and "Technology assessment in
conversion of nilitary technology for developmental purposes".
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52. The representative of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Orgunisation (UNESCO) emphasised the importance of access to new
knowledge and added that owmers of new technologies often dictated the rules
of the game. For science t 0 be universal, the international community should
propose solutions that would satisfy all countries. Additionally, he
underlined the need to strengthen networking schemes ia the regions and
promote ceatres of excellence in South-South and North-South cooperation, to
promote basic research in various ecologically related fields and to develop
national higher education and training systens in science and technology.

53. The representative of the International Labour Organisation (ILO) noted
that the understanding of the relationships botween development and
environment remained in a state of infancy; policy experiences were limited
and the empirical evidence was being confined largely t 0 the countries of the
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). He proposed
that if the use of natural resources was to be sustained i n the long run,
preference should be given t 0 those policy measures which relied Oon market
incentives. He raised the question of the kind of policies needed to prevent
adverse employment effects due t 0O eavirommencal degradation, such as

involuntary migration through soil degradation and erosion, deforestation and
desertification.

54. In his statement, the representative of the Economic Commission for
Africa (ECA) referred to the serious social and economic problems facing the
African region, which affected the incorporation of the issue of environmental
protection into development policies, The major concern of the African
countries at the moment was to find ways and means to survive using whatever
technology they could lay their hands on and which they could afford. Be
stressed the need t O strengthen the local infrastructure, including the
research and development sector, in order to improve the possibilities for
technology application and to avoid a "braim drain”. He emphasizsd that
research and development cooperation in the African region had to make use of
existing mechanisms and institutions for such cooperation. He outlined basic
features for the participation of African countries in international
cooperation for research on and development of environmentally sound
technologies and the effective transfer of such technologies to African
corntries.

55. The representative of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific (ESCAP) raid t hat he supported the thrust of the views in the report
of the Secretary-General. They served as a practical base for future
development. ID the ESCAP region, the biophysical environment continued to
deteriorate while the political situation had improved. The population was
increasing and the majority of the people continued to depend directly on the
environment for their livelihood. Accordingly, the rapid dupletion of the
environment was a source of serious concern.

$6. The economic growth of the region had exceeded that of any of the other
developing regions of the world. A significant portion of that growth was due
to rapid industrialisation. That growth had produced a number of
environmental problems, including a higher rate of air pollution and a reduced
capacity to deal with it. If future generations wer e to enjoy a better
quality of life, it was necessary to institute effective methods to conserve
the environment and reverse the degradation that had already occurred while
pursuing economic growth and development.
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57. For many developing countries, particularly the least developed and
island economies, appropriate domestic policy and institutional
infrastructure, as well as skilled manpower relevant technologies and large
financial resources were required to deal with both local and global
environmental problems. All these facilities wer e woefully lacking in many
developing countries. Access to environmental technologies was, therefore,
limited or non-existent. Such countries needed to be provided, through some
form of cooperation at regional, subregional and global levels, with adequate
financial resources and information about what wae available, at what coat and
where, so as to build up national and regional capacities for promoting

eavi ronmentally sound and sustainable development.

58. ESCAP has taken initial steps in the above direction by organizing at
Bangkok in October 1990, in cooperation with the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), UNEP, the Asian Development Bank and the Government of
Thailand, a Ministerial-level Conference on Environment and Development
incorporating simultaneously an exhibition ea environmentally sound
technologies, "CLEANTECH, 1990*, and a media non-governmental symposium on
communi cation for environment. The Conference adopted a 32-paragraph
declaration on environmentally sound and sustainable developmeat affirming the
commitment of Asia-Pacific countries to adopt an integrated approach to
environment aad development. A regional strategy for environmentally sound
and sustainable development was supported and ESCAP had prepared a
comprehensive regional input to assist the preparation for the 1992 United
Nations Conference on Envirommeat amd Development in Brazil,

59. The representative of the union of International Technical Associations
said his organiszation was a non-governmental body consisting of 26
international technical associations. During the past year, the Union had
formed a joint executive committee with the World Federation of Engineering
Organizations to consider eco-technological programmes for protecting the
environment and wmitigating the effects of natural haaarda. They gave
particular attention t 0 enhancing the engineering contributions to the
International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction (1990s) (General Assembly
resolution 44/236).

60. Partnerships in carrying out programmes highlighted in the report were
valuable. The proposed network of international research cemtres could lead
to a world-wide network of such centrea, which might be kaowm as the
consultative group on international research oa environmentally sound
technologies. That idea should be given serious encouragement, as the
engineering and technical communities could be valuable partners.

61. The representative of the International Association for Impact
Assessment, a non-governmental organiaation, stressed the importance of
applying the methodology of impact assessment, including technological
forecasting and monitoring, backed by impact evaluation, in order to project
not only the moat prohable but also the most desirable future. That was a
"value-added" process, requiring the active participation of decision makers
and the public alike. The Association had been founded in 1981 to bring
together researchers, practitioners and users of technology, environmental
impact, social impact and risk assessment and other apecialiaationa.

-19-



62. The representative of the Bangladesh Centre for Advanced Studies said
that in his country the concepts of economy and ecology were complementary.
Many of the ecological, resource and environmental diaaatara now besetting the
world were the consequence of the so-called development stimulated by science
and technol ogy. A point had baen reached where the sustainability of the
planet itself was increasingly in doubt.

63. Sustainable developmeut was so far t he npat used, even abused, term of
the 19908. Theories about sustainable development that had evolved under the
auspices of the United Natioms were very admirable, but as long as the noat
desperate problems of the developing countries were not addressed all promises
were hollow. HBe himself came from a “sub-subsistence" country with a
“stressed" ecology. He had recently been assigned t 0 define an achievable and
acceptable scenario for a world of radically changed climate for the year 2050
and he had concluded that without mass participation i N programmes to avert
environmental and economic disaster and a radical change i n lifestyles,
particularly in the developed countries, such a society ewuld not be achieved.

64. For science and development to bring about transformatiom in developing
countries there had to be a reordering of priorities and a readjustment of
focus, In past centuries, there had been a net increase in the flow of wealth
from South to North, whereas the flow of technology from North to South had
been restricted. That restricted flow had been due in part to the South’s
incapacity to use relevant information. However, ef f Orts must now be made to
reverse that flow. There must be an unhindered f|l ow of information and

t echnol ogy from North to South. Acceptance of its moral responsibility by the
North was a prerequisite for such a flow.

65. ID the world’s poorest countries the environment and the economy were
inseparable from survival. Scarce resources that had been harmoniously
exploited for centuries were now under such pressures, from deforestation and
overfishing, for example, as to be threatened with total depletion.
Development to meet the needs of the few were denying the basic tools of
survival to the many. The poorest countries had often depended ONn the moat
vulnerable ayatema. He was pleased that the Intergovernmental Committee had
made their survival a priority question.

(Agenda item 4)

66. The Officer-in-Charge of the Centre for Science and Technology for
Development introduced the agenda item and document A/CN.11/1991/3. He
recalled the agreement reached at the Vienna Conference in 1979 on the
establishment of a long-term, self-sustaining financing system and the failure
of intergovernmental negotiations for nearly a decade to establish such a
system. The decision of the Committee four years ago to transfer the fund for
science and techmnology to UNDP was in the expectation that 4t might attract
stronger donor support. As implicitly stated in general Assembly resolution
44714, it no longer appeared possible that a separate and self-sustaining
single multilateral fund would be established on a viable basis. It was in
this context that in resolution 44714 the Assembly had requested an
examination of the possibility of organizing a coalition of resources. The
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current situation was that in spite of the emergence of the concept of
endogenoua capacity-building as a major developmental objective, the sources
of funding for science and technology in general and, in particular, for
capacity-building were diffuse and fragmented, with the result that the
international community was unable to impart momentum to this crucial process.

67. Clearly, there was a n®2ed for new ideas on how to finance the scientific
and technological needs of developing countries, especially for endogenoua
capacity-building. The bulk ¢€ resources should continue to come from
domestic sources, which required appropriate policy adjustments by developing
countries, particularly by inducing the participation of the private sector
through tax amd ot her incentives. Bilateral resources constituted the bulk of
national support for science and tachaology and those resources should be
targeted more directly towards endogenoua capacity-building. Multilateral
resources, although relatively modest, were critical and catalytic and
provided aa important channel for obtaining access to modern technologies.
Multilateral support for science and new technologies was also diffused and,
given the nature of science and technology and plurality within and outside
the United Nations system, it was neither possible nor desirable to continue
efforts to consolidate all of these resources. An equal imperative was to
provi de amoraorganised, larger pool of funds to support endogenoua
capacity-building in developing countries.

68. Following the directions of the Gemeral Assembly in its resolution 44714,
with the assistance of the Advisory Committee on Science and Technology for
Development, the Centre had formulated some preliminary ideas on ways and
means of organising the coalition of resources. These were contained in the
report of the Secretary-Gemeral. The Cemtre was continuing its work in this
respect in cooperation with other funding bodies such as the Swedish Agency
for Research Cooperation with Developing Countries. Baaed on the decision to
be taken by the Committee, the Centre would continue this work, consult with
other bilateral aad multilateral funding bodies Md prepare a more elaborate
and detailed blueprint. There were, however, encouraging signs that the donor
connnunity itself was more receptive to some of these ideas, as indicated in
the recent report of OECD on aa expert meeting on science aand technology. The
Intergovernmental Committee could provide the needed political impulse and
substantive guidance in the furtherance of this process.

69. The representative of the United :'atioms Fund for Science and Technology
for Development referred in his statement to the changes in the situation of
the Fund since 1989, the priority areas of its work, the recent situation and
future prospects. A major problem since the Vienna Conference had been the
gap bet ween harsh realities and lofty expectations. The Fund had been abla to
establish a close working relationship with the Centre Md, by consolidating
its activities with the revolving fund for natural resource exploration, it
had been possible to save about 40 per cent of the administrative coat s,
bringing down the overhead charges to 11 per cent. The five priority areas
chosen by the Fund had been science and technology policies, including
management Of techmologys technological innovation aud entreprensurship;
technological information; quality comtrol; and new and renewable sources of
energy. The Fund also actad.as a focal point for energy i n UNDP, which was
funded by the Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC). All the
core resources were contributed by developing countries, although three
fourths of its resources came from non-core contributions, totalling
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$8-810 million per year. As for the future, there was clearly a need for
explicit funding of science and technology activities, and the idea put
forward in the report of the Secretary-Qeneral on a coalition of resources
deserved to be supported and implemented.

70. Several representatives stated that t he report of the Secretary-General
on this topic was of a high quality, analytical and forward-looking. It
explored poaaibilities and alternatives and provided a concrete and
substantive basis for deliberation by the Committee. Adequate financing was
the ultimate teat to the commitment to SCi ence aad technology. There existed
now a certain opportunity to assemble a critical mass of resources for
financing science and technology. The concept of endogenoua capacity-building
should also ba included in the sectoral adjustment policies of the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and other bodies, since the current
adjustment policies were proving to be harmful to the process of endogenous
capacity-building in some developing countries. It was clear that the high
expectations of the Vienna Conference on the possibility of creating a large,
self-austaiaing fund had not materialized and were not likely to materialize
in the near future.

71. The conclusion of the report of the Secretary-Qeneral that no single
source, bilateral or multilateral, could fill the existing void and that,
given the reality of diminishing rasourcea, only through a pooling of funds of
like-minded donors could a critical mass of resources be mobiliaed was shared
by several representatives. An organised coalition of resources was critical
to the challenge of atimulating the development of endogenoua science and
technology capacities of developing countries. A representative of a

devel oping country obsarved that the poasibility of such a coalition
performing the function of a revolving fund, which would purchase
tschnologiea, particularly in the public domain from developed countries, sell
them to the developing countries, recoup the expenses and use them for future
activities should be considered. There was a need for both a North-South
aooperation as well au South-South cooperation and, in particular, regional
cooperat ion. Venture capital funds wer e another means of £inmancing science
and techmology. According to a recent OECD report, the aid given to
doveloping countries in 1990 was in effect cut in half, constituting about

5 per cent of the military expenditures of those countries. Domestic efforts
to fimance science and technology, particularly endogenoua capacity-building,
were by themselves inadequate in the absence of strong external financial
support.

72. The following further comments were made hy several representatives of
developing countries Mobilising adequate financial resources for science and
technology was one of the international community’s major challenges at the
present time. Since the United Nations Fund had been unable to attract the
critical mass of core resources, it was crucial that other promising avenues
should be explored. Tha current financial constraints faced by many
developing countries were greatly exacerbating the science and technology gap
with the developed countries. It was imperative therefore to seek a more
effective coalition of resources from the United Nations system and from the
other multilateral, regional and bilateral sources. As observed in the report
of the Secretary-general, in the pursuit of a new financing concept, it was
important not to lose sight of the lessons of the past concerning the United
Nations Fund for Science amd Technology f or Development. The principle of
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universal support, especially encompaaaing all major donor countries was
important, as also the need to promote the confidence of the donor community
by more clearly defining the focus of the various programmes. The Ot her
pitfalls outlined in paragraph 50 of tha report also needed to be borne in
mind. The new modality of financing secionce and technology should focus on
endogenous capacity-building baaed on commonly accepted amd clearly defined
criteria. Effective coordination between donor countries, as well as between
the recipient institutiona, should be ensured.

73. In view of the continuing debt crisis and the net transfer of resources
from developing countries to developed countries, it was simply unreallatic to
regard developing countries, particularly the least developed countries, as
being responsible for the inability to mobiliae domestic resource8 for the
implementation of the impurtant concept of ‘emdogemous capacity-building. For
most Of those countries, suataining a subsistence-level standard of living was
a daily struggle. The little that such countries could do towards endogenous
capacity-building was itself a great sacrifice that could be boldly pursued
only with a clear indication that such domestic resources would be
supplemented by auf f iciemt external assistance. While it was true that the
involvement of the widest possible stakeholders could facilitate the
implementation of science amd technology policies, it was neaesaary to atreaa
that unless those efforts were substantially supplemented by external
resources, more frustrations were likely to be experienced by the developing
countries. In Africa, an Africamn Charter €or Popul ar Participation in
Development and Transformation had been established and endorsed by the
general Assembly in resolution 457178 C of 19 December 1990, and it had been
hoped that, on issues concerning science and technology for development, the
international community would provide the necessary assistaace. In dealing
with the activities of the United Nations Fund, it would have been more
helpful if a measure of quantification had also been introduced. It would
also be useful to be i nformed of the amount of resources expected to be upon:
on the projects listed in the annex to the report of the Secretary-general.

74. Representatives supported the new financing concept of coalition of
rasources. Although the United Nations system as a whole had not been
successful in attracting the necessary resources of science and technol ogy,
the spirit of the Vienna Conference expressed in the concept of concrete
programmes was mutually beneficial and would optimise scarce resources.

Strict separation had often led t> underutilisation, waste and a flow of
external resourcea in support of activities that were demonstrably not of the
highest domestic priority. Provision of domestic resource8 was also
indicative of the firm commitment on the part of recipient countries, which in
turn could give a sense of encouragement to external donors that the
development assistance was meaningful and target-oriented. In the proposed
new arrangement for financing science and technology, the least developed
countries should be treated differently and a nominal internal contribution
from these countries, if any, should be sufficient. External domors should be
less assertive on their own aaaiatance criteria and more responsive to the
prioritiaed projects of recipient countries. As proposed in the report of the
Secretary-general, the World Bank should Le urged to consider its support for
the efforts of developing countries to enhance their endogenous capacity in
science end technology as a core elenment Of its policies. This should apply
also to regional development banks. The representatives of developing
countries on the governing boards of those banks should propose such a policy
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shift, take the lead in demonstrating the high priority given to science and
technology ama affirm that they were prepared tO make appropriate adjustments
in the allocation of reaourcea. Efforts of the United Nations Fund, in t he
face of financial constraints, to enhance science and technology capacity in
developing countries were commendable. It was gratifying that the Centre and
the Fund were working closely together to support endogenous capacity-building
in science and technology, which was of crucial importance for sustainable
long-term development of developing countries.

75.  The representative of a developed country stated thac although bilateral
aid constituted a major part of external =nssistance and would coatinue to do
so in the future, multilateral aid was unlikely to rise above the current
levels. It was necessary to adopt a more realistic approach towards
coordinating aid as a whole. In addition to regular consultations between
donors and recipients, the proposal to establish an informal association of
donors to mobilige the coalition of reaourcea for endogenous capacity-building
was worth pursuing. There was also a growing recognition in the donor
community of the Deed for coordination of aid and a strategic shift towarus
capacity-building, as indicated in the report of a recent OECD meeting on
science and technology.

(Agenda item 5)

76. The Officer-in-Charge of the Centre for Science and Technology for
Development introduced the documents (A/CN,11/1991/4 and A/CN.11/1991/CRP.1)
under this agenda item. He stated that the major task since the Vienna
Conference in 1979 had been to codify the concept of endogenous
capacity-building in science amd technology, the ceatrepiece of the Vienna
Programme of Action on Sciemce and Technology for Development, and to
operationslime it in the context of the specificity of individual countries so
as to distinguish generic science aal technology activities that were mostly
subsumed under sectors such as agriculture and industry from those which could
be deemed directly contributory to that complex process. The Advisory
Committee on Science and Technology for Development, having dealt with this
subject and having made important contributions to the definition and design
of the concept, was continuing its work with a view to producing more specific
operational criteria.

77. The Administrative Committee on Coordination Task Force on Science and
Technology for Development had initiated, in selected developing countries,
pilot programmes that were being implemented by the Centre. In addition to
Jordan, Nepal, Thailand and the United Republic of Tanzania, in which the
prcgrammes \Wer € already under implementation, six more countries had been
chosen for similar pilot programmes supported by a trust fund provided by the
Government of Germany through the United Nations Fund for Science and
Technology for Development. A comprehensive evaluation of those activities,
to be undertaken in early 1993, would be followed by a workshop in which
country representatives, the United Nations ayetem and various experts would
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participate. The Centre would then bring out a detailed “how-to" manual for
the benefit of other developing countries. The Ceatre had adopted a
two-pronged approaah in preparing its contribution to the |ntergovernnent al
Committee on Science amd Technology for Development comprising the undertaking
of impact assessments in the context of specific cvuntries through
inter-agency missioms and the commencing of a more organigzed and broader
process through the Advisory Committee. The summary of replies that, in line
with considerations developed by the Advisory Committee, had been roceived
from the different organisations of the United Nations system ha2 been made
available to the Intergovernmental Committee in the form of a conferemce room
paper.

78. One representative said that his country was one of the few fortunate
nations to be benefiting from the endogenous capacity projects. The
programmes deserved strong support by the entire international community. The
objective6 of the International Development Strategy for the Fourth United
Nations Development Decade would not be achieved in the field of science and
technology for development in relation to modernizing and traneforming the
industrial and agricultural sectors if such current programmes did not
culminate in implementable programmee.

79. Be stressed that although the Centre's report had acknowledged some of
the programmes ' stated weaknesses, NOt all developing countries had been
entrapped by those weaknesses. The report of the secretary-General had
addressed the issue of endogenous capacity-building, while the South
Commission's report, The Challenge o the South had addressed indigenous
capacities. The report of the Bearetary-Genera; had stressed that endogenous
capacity was neither the same am indigenous research capacity nor was it
synonymous with infrastructure-building. Though conceptually complex,
endogenous capacity-building was essential for a scientific and technological
breakthrough in developing countries. Since the report had attributed the
failure to implement the goals of the Vienna Programme to an absence of
clarity in the erdogemouws capacity concept and in its implementation, the
Intergovernmental Committee should analyse that assertion carefully.

80. In recent years transfer of technology from developed to developing
countries had met with determined unwillingness from the developed countries.
Since, as the report had not ed, many developing countries were struggling to
survive as pre-industrial communities, the nwed for external assistance to
achieve gemuins endogenous capacity could not be overemphaaiaed. In that
regard, he expressed appreciation to the mission of experts that had recently
visited his country with the purpose of defining a programme of technical

assistance in the field of building material production based on a strategy of
technolegy transfer.

81. The representative of a developed country said that the situation with
regard to the stock of knowledge might be improved through establishment Of
local subsidiaries of international corporations, imports, licenasing, joint
ventures, collaboration agreements and the hiring of experts. “Absorptive
capability” referred to the application of sueh knowledge, which required
creativity and innovation and might be promoted through the formulation of
appropriate governmental policies. He supported the argument that developing
countries must develop their absorptive capability, namely, the ability to

choose, to apply and to adapt. That argument had been the central theme of
the Vienna Programme.
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82. He emphasised that developing countries nust apply the general concept of
endogenous aapaoity-building in the light of their specific needs within the
field of science and technology, reflecting their domsstio socio-economic,
geopolitical and oultural status, au well as their stage of development.
Endogenous oapaoity-building was thus a country-speoifio operation, that
required strong initiative by the appropriate authorities in all countries
wishing to launch suoh a process.

83. The representative stressed that the Centre must work to sensitize the
bilateral and multilateral donor oommunity to the importanoe of endogenous
capacity-building by developing countries and he recommended that the Centre
enoourage the appropriate authorities in developing countries to identify and
assesas their techmology needs and plan projects for endogenous
capacity-building.

64. The representative of another developed aountry said that his delegation
continued to attach major importanoe to endogemous oapaoity-building in
developing Countries. Those countries were still not in a position to
baokstop their evaluation and selection of modern technologies with an
adequate number of experts. They were experiencing the same lack in the
increasingly important area of assessment of the impact. of new teohnologiee on
society, the economy and the environment. In view of the global threat to
climate and to eool ogi aal resources, he said, growing importance rhould be
given to the gquestion of the environmental oompatibility of new technologies.
Only countries with an adequate oapaoity of their own in that area would be
able, in the long term, to recomcile wmodera teohnol ogi oal Iimperatives with the
preservation of their natural resources as a basis for sustained economic
growth and for meeting their citisensa' basic requirements. He agreed with the
Secretary-General that endogenous oapaoity-building in science and technology
was the oritioal component of sustainable development. That subject should be
given broader consideration in the course of further work by the Centre and in
view of the forthcoming United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development in 1992.

85. The representative of a devel oped oountry agrebd with the report of the
Secretary-General, especially on the need for elose coordination of activities
within the United Nations system. He commended the efforts of the Advisory
Committee, which attached great importance to endogenous oapaoity-building,
and supported the conclusion that the impact of the United Nations system in
promoting endogenous capacity-building should be global in character.

86. As interrelated global problems led to new requirements the harmonisation
of targets and objectives was aruoial. changer in the political climate would
undoubtedly have an impact on scientific and technological development, In
the light of the importance of multilateral oooperation for endogenous
capacity-building in the developing countries, the need to look for new
approaches in preparing methodologies and criteria for assessment was urgent,
He commended the work done by UNESCO in that field and hoped the Centre would
further contribute to the work being done, lie also hoped that cooperation
among the members of the Administrative Committee on Coordination Task Force
would further improve.

67. The represeatative of ILO drew cozclusions on endogenous
capacity-building bared on the work of his organization. WIith respect to
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human resource development., he said, endogenoue capacity-building involved
three distinct stages, namely, the nurturing of individual skills, the
assembling of the persons embodying such skills into effective organizations
and the infusion of zeal and purpose into those akills. He pointed out that
the process of endogenous oapaoity-building varied according to the sise of
the oountry as well as from reotor to seotor. Small countries faoed
intraotable 4ifficulties in expanding teohnologiaal aapaoity and in devising
and implementing effeotive technology policies. Asfor differences anong
eoonomla ssotors, endogenous oapacity-building in the secondary sector oould
be task-specific while endogenous oapacity-building in the tertiary sector
oould not be measured by the mastery of a technology. Indeed, an ILO
secondary-sector case-study had oonoluded that im addition to maaroeconomio
polioy instruments, both governmental and non-governmental imstitutiomns played
a crucial role in the accumulation of technological capacity over time.

88. He stated that endogenous oapacitp-building might pore a polioy dilemma
since existing technical capability constituted a scarce resource that oould
be deployed either to generate curreat output and employment or tO create
greater teohnologiaal capability. Such a policy dilemma might be translated
into a ohoioe between immediate smallexr increases in output and employment and
much larger future gains in both areas.

89. Ths representative of a developing country raid that simce the adoption
of the Vienna Programme of Action the role and value of scilemee and technology
had aoquired partiaular importance, and were now admitted as a critical
determinant of any sound development plan. The United Nations Centre f Or
Science and Techmology fur Development was in a unique position to play a
leading role in the rapid development of resources t 0 promote global

progress « He reviewed activities in the field of sclence and technology and
said his oountry, like other developing countries, was in dire need of access
to technologies developed in industrialized countries. Also, there was urgent

need for an agreement to accelerate the transfer of techmologies to developing
countries.

90. lie said the objective of his country was to create strategic planning
capabilities to promote and direct long-term industrial aand technological
development. For those efforts to succeed, however, the sustained and
continued support of the Centre and the United Nations Fund for Sclience and
Technology for Development was needed. Peferring to the institutional
arrangements provided by the Vienna Programme of Actlon, he said he strongly
believed that the Centre slould be allowed t 0o acquire the muoh-needed critical
mass that would enable it t 0 respond better t 0 the mandate given to it by the
General Assembly, Further, the Centre and other United Nations agencies
should enhance their efforts to secure more active involvement of the private
sector in efforts t 0 strengthen the scientific and technological base of
developing countries.
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(Agenda item 6)

91. In his introduction, tha Offioer-in-Charge of the Centre for Science and
Teohnology for Development astated that the item dealt with the Committee's
original mandate given by the General Assembly to assist it in t he tersk Of
monitoring the activities &nd programmes of the United Nations system in
rcienoe and technology for development, The ultimate goal of that task was to
improve the quality of t he response of the system as a whole to the needs of
Member States in science and teohnology f or development. As the Committee was
aware through more than a deaade of its work on that issue, the task of
inter-agency ooordination was complicated by the pervasiveness of sclience and
teohnology activities throughout the system and the complex set of
interrelations that existed among the intergovernmental orgams involved, both
within the United Nations and the specialimed agencies. However, he bel ieved
that the report of the Director-Gemeral on new developments and trends in the
programmes and activities of the United Nations system in science and
teohnology (A/CN.11/1991/8) reflected a reaent evolution in ths system as a
whole towards am improved reaogaition of the substantive goals of the Vienna
Programme of Actlona.

92. The Offioer-in-Charge also introduaed the report of the Secretary-General
on the aotivities of the Centre (A/CN.11/1991/9).

93. The Chairman of the Administrative Committee on Coordination Task Foroe
on S8cience and Teohnology for Development expressed his view that the
substantive bodies of the Administrative Committee might not always have lived
up to their expectations. The agencies had often attended coordinating
meetings without the wish to be coordinated. However, the Task Force had
tried to identify common interests and had voluntarily developed innovative
ooordination through inter-agency missioas. There was a need for additional
efforts to develop a stadble basis for coordination so as to make the Task
Foroe more effective and better integrated in its United Nations system
activities.

94. At its recent session, the Task Force had considered the topic of
biotechnology and had prepared a bibliography oa the subject. In the view of
the Chairman, biotechnology wad not an exclusive activity of any one
specialized agency. Nevertheless, the combined activities in that area of
most of the agencies could assume proper significance.

95. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee on Science and Technology for
Development introduced and summarized the report of his Committee
(A/CN.11/1991/6). He informed the Intergoverameantal Committee that the
Advisory Committee had chosen as the theme of its next session the role of
science and technology in small developing countries, and that it welcomed
suggestions from members of the Intergovernmental Committee for specific
policy issues that might be addressed by that theme.
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96, Many of the delegation8 expressed their appreciation for t he report of
the Director-General. The representative of one devoloping aountry noted that
his oountry was impressed with the information but would have liked to see
specific reoonunendatione on the two key issues of coordimation and

harmoniaat ion. ¥e was interested to note a thematic commonality in t he United
Nations system in fields such as bioteahaology, mioro-eleotronice and new
materials, and in endogenoua oapaoi ty-building . He expressed his desire for
more comprehensive and detailed listing of those developments.

97. Several representatives reiterated their desire to see the Centre assume
a stronger role in coordination, as foreswem in General Assembly resolution
347218. The representative of one developing country pointed out that the
Ceatre waa the institutional instrument designed t 0 affirm the central role of
the United Natlions im the promotion of sclence and technology for development,

08. Appreciation waas also expressed for the Administrative Committee on
Coordination Task Force on Seclence and Technology for Development. One
representative from a developed country stated that he would like to see the
role of the 'raekx Force further strengthened,

99. Many representatives expressed their strong support for the endogenous
oapaoity-building pilot projects and some expressed their desire to have
similar projects implemented in their countries in addition to those already
under way.

100. The representative of a developed country stated that his delegation was
pleased to see that activities of the Ceatre were focused on the central theme
of the Vienna Programme of Action, namely, endogenous oapacity-building of
developing countries. He proposed that, in order to improve the pilot
projects, the respective countries should engage external consultants
sufficiently familiar with their socio-ecomomic situations and with the area
of science and technology and make better use of mobilising techmnical
expertise available in ths United Nations system.

101. A representative of a developed country emphasized the importance of
endogenous capacity-building and pointed out that the theme on transfer and
management of eavironmentally sound technologies was closely related t 0 1it,
He therefore welcomed the organisation by the Centro of a series ot
conferences on policy issues and options related to an assessment of
alesn-coal technology. He also noted that endogenous capacity-building was an
important prerequisite for access to information and data on environmentally
round technologies and suggested that tho possibilities of regional
cooperation in that field be strongly considered.

102. A representative of a developing country said that the sndogenous
capacity-building project being carried out in his country, in cooperation
with the Centre, was of great significance to the country.

103. Another representative of a developing country expressed his appreciation
for the activities of the Centre and their increasingly practical ability to
respond effectively to the increased needs of developing countries in science
and technology. He singled out particularly the seminar on desertificaticn,
held ia China in 1990, at which emphasis was placed on endogenous

capacity-building to combat desertification and develop arid and semi-arid
areas.
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104. The representative of a developing country pointed out that the report of
the Director-Gemeral contained suggestions regarding the promotion of
entrepreneurship in developing countries in small and medium-sized industries,
enterprises to devsic® environmentally sound technologies and assistance t O
facilitate establishment of consultancy businesses for technological
management. He expressed his desire t 0 receive additional information on what
was envisaged and what practical measures were feasible to realias those
objectives. The representative of a developed country also stressed the need
to exam ne closely the problem of creating market mechanisms for technological
innovations. In particular he suggested that attention be given to the
legislative measures that could affect innovation.

105. Several representatives expressed their continued support for the
Advanced Technology Assessmeat System and emphasiged the need to approach it
from hoth a methodological and a capacity-building point of wiew. The
representative of a developed country suggested that increasing attention be
given to developing the endogenous capacity of technology assessment in
developing countries and not juet to satisfying curiosity. Several
representative8 from both developed and developing countries aupported t he
idea of a 1992 meeting on the role of technological monitoring, assessnent and
forecasting. One representative of a developing country proposed that the
suggestion be exam ned in depth.

106. A representative Of a developed country stressed the importance of being
able to choose, possess, apply and adapt environmentally sound technologies,

including adaptation to the social, economic, technological end environmental
conditions of developing countries. A necessary prerequisite was investments
in the development of human resources through education and enhanced research
capabilities.

107. Many of the delegations expressed their appreciation for the report of
the Advisory Committee and suggested that the recommendations in the report
could provide a useful input for the United Kations Conference on Eaviroament
and Development.

108. The representative of a developed e~untry noted that the report provided
useful guidance and proposals on the future orientation of science and
technology for development. Another representative of a developed country
supported the Advisory Committee's proposal for setting up international
technical parks, which could be the concrete embodiment of cooperation.

109. Several representatives expressed their appreciation f or the report on
the methodologies and asked the Committee to consider ways in which its
recommendations might be implemented.

110. The representative of 8 developing evuntry proposed that the next theme
of the Intergovernnental Committee should tuke advantage of newly developed
mathematical modelling, especially non-linear modelling, in order t0 examineg
and compare the results of similar and different approaches to applying
science and technology to development. The coumparison would be applicable to
sectors and sub-sectors both within a single country and between different
countries.

111. The representative of the United Nations University provided information
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on its research programmes, which included nant only basie scientific research
but also t he appliaation of science and technol ogy in support ufthe

devel opment process. In the context of the University*'s Second Medium-Term
Perspective (1990-1995), the research agenda would focus on advances in
science and technol ogy for devel opment. Maj or aspects of the related work
were central to the work of the Institute for New Technologies at Maastricht,
the Netherlands, the International Institute for Software Technology at Macau,
the Programme of Biotechnology in Latin America and the Caribbean at Caracas,
and the programmes coordinated by the Unmivereity Centre in Tokyo. Be noted
that the University had developed close collaborative ties with the Centre in
several areas. One of those was a joint project to set up a machine-readable
register of research in the United Nations system, initially in the area of
science end technology and subsequently in other areas.

112. The representative of ILO highlighted some of its experiences in
monitoring and forecasting the social impact of newly emergiag technologies,
especially on employment, productivity asd the working environment. The areas
covered by the organization' s technology assessment .zercise included
biotechnologys micro-electronlcs-related technologies and robotiaation.

113. The representative of ESCAP summarised the organigation's activities in
relation to endogenous capacity-building in sciance and technology for

devel opnent, which had somehow not been ret lected in the report of the
Director-General.

114. The representative of the Department of International Beomomic and Social
Affairs =tated that the HWorldd Ecomomic Swivey,prepared by the Department,
provided aa overall account of economic trends, including those which affected
sustainable development. The Department attached great importamce to the role
of entrepreneurship and had thus assisted in the promotion of the private
sector in general and more specificably i n the devel opnent of entrepreneurship
in, for i nstance, small and medium-sized enterprises,

115. The represemtative of the Third World Academy of Sciences called
attention to the Academy’s achievements in providing due recognition to
scientific excellence in the third world as well as research grants and
fellowships to promising young scientists from the South. He alro referred to
the proposal being made by the Academy’s Chairman to develop a network of
research amd training centres of excellence in science and technology and in
environmental sciences, which was being welcomed by many countries. |In his
view, the need for coordination being referred to in the Director-General's
report between the United Nations system and the Third World a-:ademy of
Sciences and its network of scientific institutions should be extended to new
non-governmental orgamisatioms created at the regional level,

116. The representative of the European Council of Social Research om Latin
America underlined the importance of social sciences in the field of science
and technology for development. His organization's preoccupation was the
potential repercussion of a restructuring of the relationship beweea Europe
and Latin America. The Council also proposed a special think tank within the
Council with possible eupport of the United Nations system, to focus on the
soclology of science and techmology, and in particular to analyse the social
conditions for the !mplantation of acience Md technology in developing
countries.



F. Programme gueations
(Agenda item 7)

117. The Officer-in-Charge of the Centre for Sclience and Technology for
Development drew the attention of tho Committee {0 documeat A/CN.11/1991/CRP.3
covering this agenda item. He raid that the Ceatre's programme activitiaes for
the biennium 19924993 fell under four subprogrammes, namely, ®  ndogenoua
aapacity-building and resource mobilisation; the Advanced Technology Alert
System; coordimation and harmonisation oOf activities of the United Nation8
system on science and technologys and information services.

118. He indicated that those activities would comtinuwe to focus on two major
areas. The first area would respond t0O issues of interna*ional concern
through various teohnology assessment exercises with special ® mpha8l8 on
preparation of the substantive theme for the deliberatioms of the
Intergovernmental Committee and the General Assembly. The secomd areca of
activitier wa8 to provide orientation and assistance to selected developing
countries in establishing science and teohnology policies and promoting policy
dialogues on science and teohnology in the development process. The
activities related to ooordinatioa and harmonisation a8 well a8 information
and communication were of a supportive nature for the implementation of the
above two major areas of activities.

119. The representative of ECA stated that the programme activities should
include specific roles f or the regional commissions.
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V. ACTION TAKEN BY THE COMMITTEE

A, Draft resolution A/CN,11/1991/L.4

120. At the 113th meeting, on 1 May, the representative of Ghama (on behalf of
the States Members of the United Nation8 that are members of the Group of 37)
introduced a dr aft rerolution, entitled “Science and technology for
development in the 19908" (A/CN.11/1991/L.4).

121. At the 114th meeting, the Secretary orally revised the draft resolution.
Following further amendments proposed by the representative8 of Malawi, Ghana
(on behalf of the States Members of the United Nations that are members of the

Group of 77) Md Brasil, the Committee adopted the draft resolution as orally
revised and amended (see para. 3).

B. Electlon of the Chairman and nominationm of other officecs
for the twelfth meansion of the Committea, and appointmept
of . member of the Advisory Committee on Science and
Tachnology for Davelgopment

122, For its comsideration of the item, the Committee had before it two note8
by the Secretariat on the procedure f or the appointment of members of the
Advisory Committee on Sciemce and Technology for Development (A/CN.11/1991/8)
a1 the interim appointment of a member of the Advisory Committee on Science
and Technology for Development (A/CN.11/1991/10).

123, At its 114th meeting, ON 3 May, the Committee decided that since the
cycle of nominetiom of mMenber 8 of the Adviaory Committee On Science and
Technology f or Development did not coincide with the bieanial cycle of
sessions of the Committee, it would convene an extraordinary sessioa in 1992
to appoint 14 members f Or a three-year term (1993-1995) to fill vacancies that
would occur on 31 Dscember 1992. It further decided that, in order to emsure
that, in the future, these appointment8 coincided with the regular sessioms of
the Intergoveramental Committee ONn Science and Technology f or Development, the
terms of office of menmbers of the Advisory Committee should be changed from
three to four years, starting with those whose terns started on

1 January 1994. They would from then on serve only one four-year term.

124. At the same meeting, the Committee decided to appoint

Mr. Vladimir A. Labunov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) a8 a member of
the Advisory Committee for the remainder of the term of

Mr. Alexandre P. Vvladislavlev, who had resigned from the Advisory Committee,

125. At the same meeting, the Committee agreed to continue to work ONn anm
informal basis with the bureau of the eleventh session to follow the
substantive preparation8 for the twelfth session, as proposed by several
representatives; this would also give the Committee time to look into the
nominations of the member8 Of the bureau for the twelfth session. This
arrangement would not prejudge the composition of the new bu.eau.
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C. Draft proviaional agenda for the twelfth session
of the Committeo

126. At t he 114th neeti ng, on 3 May, the Secretary orally revised the draft
provirional agenda for the twelfth session of the Committee, as contained in
document A/CN.11/1991/L.3/AC4.6.

127. At the same meeting, the representatives of Egypt and the Netherlands
proposed further amendment8 to the provisional agenda. The Committee then
adopted the draft provisional agenda for the twelfth session contained in
dooument A/CN.11/1991/L.3/Add.6 as orally revised and amended. The draft
provirional agenda reads as follows:

1.

Election of officers.
Adoption of the agenda and organizational matters.
Subs tantive theme s

The contribution of technologies, including new and emerging ones,
for the industrialization of developing countries and for the
strengthening of regional and global integration processes,
including proposals on ways and means of transferring such
technologles and for their incorporation in the productive sector of
those countries .

Documentation

Report oOf the Searotary-General on the contribution of technologies,
including new and emerging ouces, for the industrialisation of
developing oountrier and for the strengthening of regional and
global integration processed.

Activities of the United Nations system:

(a) Coordination and cooperation in science and technology within
the United Nations system;

Rocumentation

Report oOf the Secretary-General on ways and means of improving
the quality of coordination aad aooperation in science and
technology for development.

(b) Assessment of the impact of activities of the United Nations
system related to the process of creating amd strengthening
endogenous capacity-building in science and technology in
developing countries;

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General on the enhancement of the
impact of the activities of the United Nations system on the
creation and strengthening of endogenous capacities in science
and technology.

-34-



10.

(e) Activities of the centre for 8clence and Technology for
Development,

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-Gemeral on the activities of the Centre f or
Science and Technology for Development.

Activities of the Advisory Committee on Science and Technology for
Development.

Documentation

Report of the Advisory Committee on Science and Technology for
Development.

Transfer and application of environmentally sound energy
technologies.

Rocumentation

Report of the Secretary-General on the utilisation and marketing of
energy technolog.es, focusing the policy issues and option8 for the
transfer and application of environmentally sound technologies.

Financing science and technology far development, including the

activities of the United Nations Fund for Science and Technology for
Development.

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General on proposals for the organisatiom of
a coalition of resources to finance science and technology for
development.

Programme questions.

Election of the Chairman amd nomination of other officer8 for the
thirtevath session of the Committee, Md appointment of members of
the Advisory Committee on Science aad& Technology for Development.

Provisional agenda and organisation of work for the thirteenth
session of the Committee.
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V1. CONCLUDINQREMARKS

128. The officer-in-Charge of t he Centre for Science and Techunoloygy for
Development said that the reaolution adopted by the Committee refleoted views
end suggesticas of tue repiesentatives Of different countries, as well as
intergovernmental and non-governmental orgauisations.

129. The Centre was prepared, with the support of the Director-Genaral f Or
Development and International Beomomiec Cooperation, amd in close oooperation
with the Task Poroe on S8cience amd Teohnology for Development of the
Administrative Committee on Coordination, to enhance its effort8 in responding
to the requeata of the resolutiom. The future report would not be aa academic
exercise, rather it would be based on available reports, empirical data and
case-studies. Speclal attention should be devoted to the situation in the
least developed countries, as scientific communities in those countriaes
deserved solidarity. ways and mean8 should be wor ked out to involve
representatives of those oountries in the future deliberatioms of the
Committee. He said it waa important that the Committee function as a forum
iprolving individuals, representing scientific communities, as well as
Isgialative bodieo. The international dimemsion should be considered in order
to accommodate that purpose.

130. The Chairman of the Committee, in his oonaluding remarks, said the
Committee had analysed the world situation in the field of science and
technology, as well as how to make 4tsrol € more efficient. The resolution
adopted by the Committee would provide the guideline8 for its work during the
next sessiom in 1993.

131. Referring to the elevexth session, he said a spirit of cooperation had
guided the Commitiee‘'s activities, but there waa still deep concern and even
apprehension over the difficult tasks that lay ahead. The world was in
aerioua disequilibrium and still knew too little of the remedies to be applied
to emsure atability. He wished to reiterate his previously expressed personal
belief that in the 1990s& science would provide the knowledge and the new
vistas that would help to modify the world,

132. He ®  xprerred the hope that in future all people would be equal and that

in the third millennium the world would no longer be divided in terms of
devel oped amd developing countries.
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