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I .

1, The Committee on Relations with the Host Country was established purruant  to
general  Assembly resolution 2519 (IKVI) of 15 December lC/l. At it8 forty-fourth
session, the General Assembly, by its resolution 44138  of 4 Deaamber 1989,
requested the Committee @Ito continue its work, in conformity with Oeneral A~~sembly
resolution 2819 (XXVI)~@ and decided to include in the provisional agenda of it8
forty-fifth session the item entitled “Report of the Committee on Relations with
the Host Country”,

2, The present report ia divided into five sectiona.  The reaommendations and
conclusions of the Committee are contained in section  V.
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II . MBMBBRSXIP, TERMS OF REFERENCE AND  OROANIZATION OF TXE WORK OF
TRE COWITTEE

3. By it8 rorolution 2819 (IKVI), the General Assembly decided that the Committee
should be %ompo8ed of the host country and fourteen Member State8 to be ohosen by
the President of the Qeneral Assembly in consultation with regional groups and
taking into aonaideration  equitable geographia  representation thereon”. In 1990
there were no ahanger in the membership of the Cosunittee,  which wa8 a8 follows:

Bulgaria
Canada
China
Costa Rioa
C&e d@Ivoire
Cypru8
Frame
Honduras

Iraq
Mali
Senegal
Spain
Union of Soviet Soaiali8t  Republio8
United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Northern Ireland
United State8 of America

4. Throughout 1990, Mr, Constantine Moushoutas  (Cyprus) continued to 8erve a8
Chairman, the representatives of Bulgaria, Canada and C&e d’lvoire as
Vice-Chairmen and Mrs. Rmilia Castro de Barish (Costa Rica) a8 Rapporteur.

5, The term8 of referenae of the Committee were determined by the Oeneral
Assembly in it8 re8OlUtiOn 2819 (XWI). The Asrrembly had particularly instructed
the Committee @‘to deal with the que8tion of the seaurity of mi88ion8 and the safety
of their perlO#%nel,  a8 well  a8 al l  the categories  o f  i88ues  preViOU8ly aonaidered
by the Informal Joint Connnittee on Xoet Country Relationa~O. The Committee wa8
further authorioed to etudy the Convention on the Privilega8 and Immunities of the
United Nation8 and to consider, and advise the host country o& i8sues ari8ing in
connection with the implementation of the Agreement between the United Nations and
the United State8 of America regarding the Headquarter8 of the United Nations. In
1990, the Committee  retained a detai led liet o f  topics,  previously adopted in
May 1982, a8 follows:

1. Question of the security of mission8 andl  the safety of their per8onnel.

2. Consideration of, and recommendation8 on, i s sues  ar i s ing  in  oonnection
with the implementation of the Agreement between the United Nations and
the United State8 of America regar-ding  the Headquarter8 of the United
N8tiOn8, including:

(a) Entry visa8 issued by the host country(t

(b) Acceleration of immigration and currtome  prOcedUrea;

(c) Exemption from taxes1

(d) PO88ibility of  establ ishing a commirrsary  at  United Nation8
Xeadquarterr  to assist diplomatic personnel and staff.
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3. Re8pOn8ibilitie8  of permamnt mi88iOn8  to the United Nation8 and their
per8OMelr in particular the problem of claim8 of financial indebtedne88
and procedure8 to be followed with a view to resolving the i88ue8
relating thereto.

4. Xou8ing for diglomatic perronnel and for Secretariat staff.

5. Question of privilege8 and immunities:

(a) Comparative study of privileges and immunitiesr

(b) Convention on the Privilege8 and Innnunitie8  of the United Nationa
and other relevant instruments.

6. Xo8t country activitie8: activities to a88ist member8 of the United
Nation8 aOmUnity.

7. Tran8portationr u8e of motor VehiCle8, parking and related matter8.

8. In8uranae,  education and health.

9. Pub110  relation8 of the United Nation8  aonmwnity in the ho8t city and the
question of encouraging the mass media to publicise the function8 and
8tatU8 of permanent mission8  to the United NatiOn8.

10. Consideration and adoption of the Committee’8 report to the General
Assembly.

6. During the period under review the Committee held five meetings: the
144th meeting on 31 January 199Ot the 145th meeting on 30 April 1990~  the
146th meeting on 18 June 19QOt the 147th meeting on 10 October 199Ot and the
148th meeting on 14 November 1990.

7. The Bureau of the remittee Qon8irts of the Chairman, the Rapportour, the
three Vice-Chairmen and a representative  of the ho8t oountry who attend8 Bureau
meetings m. The Bureau 18 charged with the aon8ideration  of topic8 before
the Committee, with the l rceptlon of the gue8tion of the 8eaurity of mi88ion8 Md
the safety of their personnel , whioh the Committee  keep8 under permanent review in
plenary meetings.

8. During the reporting period thu Bureau held @even meetings: on 16 and
29 January, 8 February, 12 and 25 April, 14 June wd 20 September 1990. Among
other mattera,  the Bureau di8CU88ede  with the participation of repre8entativee  of
the Department of Public Information of the Secretariat, pO88ible activities  with a
view to encouraging the ma88 media to publicire the function8 of, and tS I positive
role played by, the United Nation8 Mb the mi88ion8 aaoredited to it, and initiated
an invitation to the Secretary-Qeneral  and the Xayor  of the City of New York,
Mr, David N. Dinkinr, to addre88 the ComSdttee# the Bureau also aOn8idered letter8
received by the Chairman from different permanent  mission8. The prOpO8al8  Md
recommendation8 made by the Burean were transmitted  by the Chairman to the
Committee a8 a whole for approval.

9. At it8 146th meeting, the Comnittee,  after consultation8 between the
interested parties, appointed Mr. Richard T&u (Canada) as Chairman of the Working
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Group to explore the possibility of establiehifig  a commissary at United Nations
Beadquarters, Mr. T&u succeeded Mr. Jose Roberto Martines  (Honduras). The
Working Group held one meeting, on 27 June 1990, at which it decided to request
information on the existing facilities in this regard at the United Nations Office
at Geneva and the United Nation8 Office at Vienna.

I
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rrr. W8IY 01 TNR MA?#R O? n?R CITY OF NBW  IrORA TO TN8 COMMITTBB

10. At the 144th meeting,  oa 31 Jmu&ry 1990, the Chrrirnwm ioformd  the mmbexs  of
the C!dttw that the Bureau hall dircurred tb quwtien af inviting tb newly
slectsd Mayor of thu City of New Yatkc Mr, David NI PinkLaw tu addr+rs the
ccamittw. Thr, Corsarittmm  approved tb fmmmmkdatiaa  &v t&m Bureau to srtmul an
inwitatbn tc4 Hr. Pbkbs t;o addrmrr the Cdttw Hat am mppropriskr  timaP after
the app&ttmmt  of a sew New York City Coarriosiorur  far tlw Waited Nations aasU the
consular  corps. 00 22 Nay 1990, t?m Chairmen addre8ati a lett*r to tlw Mayor
requestbg him ta pay a visit to the thitmd Nations te adorers  thm Committee. EIo
also indicated in t&a letter  that tSm 5ecretarp-Genwal would participate in the
ImeetiEg a8 well. The iavitatiea ww accepted by th8 nayor,

11. The first part of the 144th WCttizbg,  on 18 Jcne 1990, was devctcd wclasi~lp
to the wisit by the Uayor t0 tb C&ttW. In his &atemkntr the
sewetaxy-Gemmalexten&Mawmnwel-  totlmlbpm. Be notedthat, whilsthat
was not the first the Xr. Mxkkixm had visited United Nation Nmdgwrbr8, itua8
the firrrtriutbatachilrfr#nrc\xtfwof19~YorkCity~~~~~~  Cdttee
rithhisprusuzkce. Themayaral vi8ftum cwsiderrsd an impcrtautspslr3ol  of the
co--op8ratitm aa8 umdwstapdipg that had bwa UewAaped  aver the yu8rs  between  the
l3n.5team¶ti~bfplaEatic cumaaity alId tlm bust city. In carrying urrt its
mwdate, t3ns CamNztts  dw.ltwitbawids,mmge of matters of vital signiffc8nce for
tbe waStad ~t5oas as well as for the hart ccantry and the host city. Ia
particular, the sacwrit of rirrsiorus accraditcd to the United Hations and th8
2safety of tbdr pet#maw1f~~~rlnaneelywlthe~  oftbcCofmittee.
Gwu elemats  wrm crucial fur th8 sffectlve  fuact5mkixhg  of than missiws  aad for
the normaI life of dslcqatims in Ikw Yo+k  CiQ. Y.b *ffort8 m8de bp the best
country zutd Ww York City amthurftimu &a Maim regard umrm highly appreciated. In
partkalar,  tb Nest Cawtry Swtiun  of the ?biWd State8 Xi8rimb  th I&8w York
C&y Wssion for t&e Waited BMdns  en& the Cwwlar  Carps, aad the 8&w York
City Police Peprtwnt weruS for their work ia se&Jag ta acmte Um
rqspweds, htwests and rtqslrweat8of  the&iplcwktic cQIIIPltJr. Certa.b
problemsncwrth81esscc4at.inned#existr  sccha8 tb*traw31 rsstrictionsaad
limitations imposed hy the hust cwxAtxy on perseaw1 af a wmbsr af missiow as
~11 as on staff af the Secretariat of certain aatiwalitie8. However, there mkre
mlccm signs that mch rdstricticm rAlr8 beiug w8edr Tlw Secretary-C3ener8l
espressedtbFmp# tbatallmchmatriction8wmldk remcved~ 800~ a8
pcs8ible. As tbsSewYorkCity  Comi8simhadeew@dedinorra  of ft8 reparts,
the -ted Itatioabs  was nor8 than fort ac attractive tiifice 8nd park on the Bast
side of Manhattan. Ituas alrro ars)or umplcymr, agmrcha8er of goads. abttildar,
a finwci8.l  agency, a tmri8t attraction and, in general, 8 contributor ta th8
ufammy of thu City and 8urro~ region. It was e8iAmated that tha united
Natha.s bad guwrate4 wpmAitcre8 ia thu NW Pork City atma mtmtiaq to
$830 milliinl ZL prr8r. And such wpeaditures in the bust city were eqmcted to grow
ia the fatcse. In referring  ta a publicity proqramue  raceUy a&opted bp tlm
CcmGttee, the SacrutarpGaneral  ccnclcded that with the Mayorb  co-opuratioa the
Committee cwld look forward ta amtinwd cnderstandiag  b&mea the Wnitetl  Nuticms
diplomatic c-ity aad the City of NW York.

12. In hi8 ad&es8  to t&a Cbmittee, Msym Pinkinr stated that the diplomatic
corps in SW Pork was the ucrld's largest. As it imprwuU econcmicr cultural and
political relations among tke aafioau of tha world, ita wurk also had a positive
impact 6~ BW York City, Eu bud arrigaed Hr. Paul OWwyer,  M esp8ri8rrcrb  New Pork
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Commisrioner, to head the City’s Offloe for the United Nationr and the Consular
Corps. Thero ware problems  aonaorainq olaimr made by atobitota in New York against
memborr  of the diplomaeio oorps. Whoa  suoh problems l ⌧istod, they arose not out of
the bad faith of Govorameatr  but out of diffiaultier  at home, 80 hoped that the
COnnnitteo  would ooatiauo to work with the Wow York City Conmirrion  for the United
Nations to rettlo ruuh a&tots satiJfaotorily, Thr imgaot of the diplomatia corps
oa the looal eaonomy war rignifioant. In 1988, the ilplomatio  oorps had spent
nearly $1 billion, providing a muoh-needed  stimulus to the looal eaonomy. More
important, the personal and grofosrional  liver of the diplomats wro deeply
intorwovoa  into tha fabrio of day-to-day aity life, aariohing the lives of all with
contributions t0 art,  OultUrO~  eduoation and bU8in08Sm The Nayor  appealed to the
Members of the United Nations to do whatever they oould to promote tolerance,
respect and understanding within their own oonmnunitier,  for the good of the entire
c i t y . The United Nations was at the forefront of the global movemeat  toward8
peace. freedom and demoataay.

13. The Cha.lrman,  on behalf of the Connnittoe, thaakrd the Seoretary-Qeneral and
the Mayor for their valuable statements. lie alro expressod  the hope that their
statomentr  would serve the purporc e ? further promoting bettor oo-operation and
mutual uaderrtaadiag between the United Natlonr  diglomatio aonwnuaity, the host
country and the people of the City of Now York. The Committoe  would oontinue its
efforta,  together with the host aouatry and the City of New York, to build up
publio awareaors  of the vital rule played by the United Nation8 and the
inarea8inqly  ihvOrtat& work of mirsioas aaoredited to it in the solution of global.
and regional yfioblems and the strengthening of international peace and security.

14. The representative cd the host country Stated that the successful relationship
between the United Natic *-- and its host aountry regrerented  the best of the
traditions of both thJ tdted Nations and the United States of trying to find the
best solution to their oommon problema. Speaking on behalf of the President of the
United States, he reaffirmed the will of the Uaited State6 to live up to its
obligations as host country and thus to help the United Nations contribute to a
more peaceful world.
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IV. TOPICS DEALT WITH BY TXE CWITTEE

15. At its 144th meeting, on 31 January 1990, the Committee rerumod oonridoration
of matterr relstinq  to the roaurity  of missions and the safety of their parloanel.
The Chairman iafurmed thr mmnbers  of the Connnittee of a letter dated
29 Deoember  1999 that he had reoeived from the Cuban Mireion in whioh it oomplaiaed
about a demoa8tration  at the premises of the Mission on 28 Deoember  1989. The
substanae  of the letter had been disourred by the Bureau of the Conmnittee on
16 January 1990. The representative of the host oountry had then informed the
Bureau of oontacrts in this regard with the mission oonoerned, whioh were found by
both interested parties to be ratisfaatory. This information wall  oonfirmed  to the
Chairman of the Committee by Ambassador Oramas of Cuba.

16. The representative of the United States assured all the memberr of the
Committee and all permanent mi88ion8 acoredited to the United #ations that the
United Stater wao aomnlttod to working out solutions to the problems that might
arise. Ee l naouraged missio(o8  that eaaountered  diffiaUltie8  to bring their
problems to the Unitad States Mission to the United Nationr. As to the partioular
complaint by Cuba, he confirmed to the Committee that the matter had been resolved
sati8factorily.

17. At the 147th meeting, on 10 October 1990, the Chairman reported to tha
Connnittee that he had received a letter dated 13 August 1990 from
Ambassador Bashkim Pitarka of Albania containing a complaint in connootion  with the
inaidents  that had taken plaoe  during the demonstration8 aear his Mir8ion’8 premises
held at the beqianing of August. The substance of ^Ae let ’ cr had ken diroursed by
the Bureau at itr meeting on 20 September 1990. The r’uplr . -:ative of the hurt
aountry had advised the Bureau that the United Staten ~lb:~- : tier oould sot provent
legitimate demonstrations. He had promised, however, that 1~ United State8
Mission would look into the alleged violation8 referred to in thy Albanian letter,

18. At the seme meeting, the representatives of Bulgaria, Canada, Corta Riaa and
Mali eXpreSSed  appreciation to the competent United States authorities for the
excellent arrangements made by them for th, visiting heads of State and Qovernmnt
during the World Summit  for Children. In swing upr the Chairman, on behalf of
the Conunittee, expressed gratitude to the United States authorities for the
security arrangements during the Sunnnit.

1 .  li9.8t cou&Dy trm

19* In pursuance of paragraph 4 of resolution 44138, in which the general Assembly
urged the host country, in the light of the consideration by the Cofmnittee of
travel regulation8 iSSUed by the host country, to Continue  to bear in mind its
Obligation8  to facilitate the functioning of the United Nation8  and the mi88ion8
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aaareditad  to At, the Committee  resumed deliberation8 on this matter. At t h e
144th mooting, the toprorontative of Bulgaria rrtated that the Committee had been
very aativm during the past. year. It had taken up a number of important issues
aimed at faailitating the funatioaiag of misrrions and the life of diplomats in
New York. The hort oouatry had made a aontributioa in that resgeat that was
agpreaiated by Bulgaria. Howevbr, the travel reetriatioas  imposed by the host
oountry oontiaued to be the source of serious preooaupation for Bulgaria, He
exprerrsed the hope that the host aountry would reeolve the existing problems in
this regard. 80 reaallod the observations of th8 host aountry that the
rertriationr  imporrd  were just i f ied by reabono of national  aeaurity. Those
allegation8 wero unwarranted. The regresentative  of the hoat aountry at previous
meeting0 had promised to aonvey the aonaerna on the travel restrictions raised by
the represoatativrr  of the affeated countries to the Department of State. He hoped
to reOeiV8  the neaessary alarifiaations  on the matter.

20, At the 146th meeting, on 18 June 1990, the reprosentatfve  of Bulgaria eaid
that he had learned with oatisfaation  that the travel restriction8 had been waived
in rergeat of Poland. He 8xpreMed the hope that those unwarranted m8asureS  would
be reviewed in the aaae of all others aonaerned. He also welaomed the go03 working
celationrhips  that were developing with the representatives of the host aouutty.

21, At the 147th meeting, the representative  of Bulgaria pointed out that he wag
awarer although unofficially, that there was a further positive ahange in United
States Poliay on travel reatriations. Such restriotione had recently been lifted
in ralatfon  to one more Eaetorn  European country. Bulgaria noted with eatiafaction
this goaitive  ahange in the United States’ position on the matter and looked
forward to the day when those restrictions would be lifted with respect to Other
aouaatriea  aonaerned.

22. In romponoo,  the reprorentative  of the Vnited State8 stated that the resent
aotionn by the hoot country did not repreeent a ahange in the position or policy
bbt of the hort aountry, The United States remained aonvlaaed  that those
moaruror  were jurtiflvd  by national reuurity conaerna and did not interfere with
ito obligationa  under the Headquar*ers Agr0am8nt.  However, changes in the
objeativo rituatioa called for 8318)  adjustments and the United States would
continue to be rerponsive to those changes.

23. The representative of the Soviet Union expressed his appreciation that
diaariminatory  travel restrictions  were being m-examined by the host country. It
wan good to see that problems of daily life were being resolved with good faith.
But Borne problems remained. Conditions now 8xisteJ for a businesslike look at
long-starrding  Problems. Those included discriminatory restrictions on the travel
by Personnel  of a number of missions to the United Nations. This problem should be
resolved in a 8pirit  of co-operation and in keeping with the relevant provisions of
the existing legal instruments, The Soviet Union hop8d  that the necessary efforts
would be made to resolve the Problem a8 Boon a8 Poeeible.

2, &&ry visas b v  -at cow

24. At the 145th meeting of the Coxmittee,  on 30 April 1990, the observer of
Palestine brought to th8 Conunittee’e  attention a problem that had arise., in
connection with the iaauance of visas for the member8 of the Palestinian delegation
to the eighteenth special session  of the General Assembly. Although most members
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of the delegation had been granted viaaa, a delay had oacurred  with regard to two
permono,  one of whom had novor roaoivod a vira. The observer qualified the denial
of a visa ae a violation by the host aountry of its obligations under the
Headquarters Agreement.

25. In rebponaer  the representative of the host country said that there had becrn
bilateral aontaats with regard to the viaa that had not been issued, However, he
took note of the aomments  made by the Oba8rVer of Palestine and promired  to
investigate the matter further.

26. At the 147th meeting, the Chairman reported to the Committee that the Bureau,
on 20 September 1990, had discussed the aomplaints  expressed to him by the
Permanent Regreeentative of Iraq on 11 September 1990. Those aomPlainte  r e l a t e d  i n
the main to problem0 arising from the withdrawal of multiple entry visas for Iraqi
Miseion personnel, the Mission’s bank accounts and delays in delivery of the mail
to the Mieeion. The problem concerning delivery of mail had been alarified  and
resolved to the aatisfaation  of the mission Concerned. The representative of the
host country informed th8 Bureau that he would clarify the remaining queetions
raised by Iraq.

27, At the same meeting, tho rapresentative  of Iraq stated that the United States
authorities had refused to allow a special Iraqi aircraft bearing the Iraqi Foreign
Minister and the member8  of the Iraqi delegation to the forty-fifth aelrrion of the
General Assembly to land in New York. The Iraqi Axnbaeeador  in Washington wae
informed of this decision on 20 September 1990, In the aircumotanaee  Iraq had
decided not to participate in the work of the General Assembly at the miniaterlal
leve l . Thus Iraq, a founding Member of the Unit8d  Nationa, was unable to atate its
viewr ixr the General Aesembly  or to make contaat with other delegations there,
This behaviour by the United Stat86 authorities was a violation by the host aouatry
of its obligations under section8 11 and 12 of the Headquarters Agreement. This
wab a problem between the United States and the United Nations. The representative
demanded that the United States lift its reetrictione on the Foreign Mixdater’s
Participation in the deliberations of the General Assembly.

28. The representative of Iraq a.100 informed the Committee that the United States
authorities had imposed, effective 21 September 1990, reOtriCtiOn8  on travel
undertaken by Iraqi Mission personnel. This measure also constituted a breach of
diplomatic Privileges. Furthermore, the freesing of Iraqf abeetll, the freesing of
bank accounts of the Iraqi Mission as well an the freesing of ite peas account
were hindering the work of the Mission. Refusal to provide multigle  entry visas to
Iraqi diplomat8 was also a serious impediment. The President of the United States
had ordered arbitrary meaauree  against Iraq and had not exempted the Iraqi Mission
to the United Nations from those actions. Hence, United Staten aompaniee  had
refused to do business with the Iraqi Mission, fearing reprisals and sanctions. He
appealed to the Chairman to take up those issues with representatives of the host
country. He hoped that the Iraqi Mission would be treated in k8eping with the
relevant provisions of the Headquarters Agreement.

29. The Chairman observed that he had earlier relayed Iraq’s concern8 to the host
country. U8 had reported  back to the Permanent RepreS8ntatiVe  of Iraq that ha had
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enaountered  understanding on the part of thr hoot aountry, whiah needed more
information on one of the quortionr raired by Iraq.

30. The reprerontative of the hoat aountry lrtated  that the aharges r*?sde by the
regreeentative of Iraq were misdireated. Coaaerning the question of a egeaial
flight for the For&p  Miniater, the United State8 had suggested that Foreign
Mixdater  Aolm travel by aommoraial  moana. The Headquartrtrs  Agreement provided that
the United Statom rhall not imgoso any imprdimont for travel to and from the
Headquarters  dirtriot. It made no roferrnao  to an obligation to allow speaial
f l i g h t s . The United Statem' denial of a rrgeaial flight also in no way teatrioted
the Foreign Miniator88 partiaipation  in the doliberatione of the General Aeeembly.
Ninety foreign minister8  had travelled by aomneraial  flights to the aurrent  session
of the General Asrembly. IQ Vi8W Of the Iraqi GOV8rXUII8nt’l  aOtiOn  not t0 allow the
unrestrioted travel of foreign national6 in Iraq, he thought it highly
inappropriate  to provide speaial treatment for Iragi personnel  in the United
Staterr. EIe thought it wa8 ironia that Iraq should aite rreaurity threats as a
reaaon for ogeaial treatment, e8peaially  sinae Iraq inamasingly  eponeored
torroriat groupr. ROWWerr  had the Iraqi Foreign Minister arrived, he would have
been provided appropriate soaurity groteation. In the mean time, with regard to
bank aaaounto,  the United States would endeavour to work out, item by item, the
neaessary  measures  that would allow aoce88  to the Iraqi Miesion’e  bank aacounte, 80
that the Iraqi Miaaion aould duly undertake its duties and responsibilities with
regard to the United Natione.

31. In reply, the representative of Iraq observed that h8 had not made acausations
again8t the hoot aountry. Bs had stated the faatm, well-known facts. He repeated
him view that thir wab not b United States-Iraqi problem but a problem between the
United Statea and the United Nationa, The remarks of the representative of the
United State8 were not relevant to the work of the Committee and for that reason
Iraq would not aonment on them.

4 . s o f  mandew

32. At the 144th meeting,  on 31 January 1990, the Chairman referred to aertain
diffiOulti86 experienced at the host aountry airport8 in prtviding  help to family
members upon their arrival. Be said that this problem had been discussed  at a
meeting of the Bureau. The representative of the host country promised to bring
the matter to the attention of the competent authorities of his country with a view
to alarifying  the existing prOaedUre8  in this regard,

33. At the 145th meeting, the representative of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain anU Nmthern  Ireland eaid that he had read in Thew York Timaa about
aertaiu changes in immigration  procedurea  for United States nationals to be
implemented at New York airports, IIe hoped that th8 proposed changes would not
a f f e a t  h o l d e r s  o f  “A” a n d  “0” v i s a s . In hie informal contacts with the United
States Miss ion ,  he had suggested that it might help missions and consulates in New
York if there wa8 a written eummary of the exaat procedure8  at New York airports.
There was a degree of uncertainty, which was shared by some of the personnel on the
ground at certain t8rminalo. He wondered whether the representative of the host
country could provide any  detail8 regarding the matter,

34. In response to that inquiry, the regreeentative of the host country confirmed
that  cons idera t ion  was be ing  g i v e n  to  c h a n g i n g  existing immigrat ion  procedurea,
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The implementation of the new proaedures had been delayed for a few months.
Currently, at all major tormiaalr at Kennedy and Newark airporta, all United State8
citi8onr  arriving on international flight8 were proae88ed by austomr offiaials, and
them wae a rrgarate  l ine for ~~A’~  and ~~G~*  vies ‘rolder8. He antioigated  that  that
procedure would aontiaue and there would not b6 any advert effeat on the
proaesaing  of ~~A~~  and "0" vi8a holdera. The change would affeat Amoriaan aitirenrr
who would be reguired to go through a different line. I t  wa8 p88ible  t h a t  there
would be a phased implementation of the new prOO@dUrer in whiah aaee the United
State8 Mission would notify the Committee. The United States was also prOpar8d to
respond with written guidance in thie regard.

35. At the 145th meeting, th8 repreeentative of Spain reaalled that paragraph 26
of the Connnittee’r  report to the General Aeaembly at its forty-fourth aesrion ;L/
had referred to prObl@mB  experienced by the United Kingdom Million resulting in
failure to obtain exemptioa  from taxes in a number of rtates of the host aountry.
The regreeentativo  of the homt aountry had promised that the United States Mission
would look into the matter. Jr/ Tho8e problem8 remained. State authoritie8 did not
leem tQ be familiar with the t8X 8X8mgtiOn t0 whiah diplomats were entitled, The
representative of Spain r8qU8ated  information on any action taken by the host
aountry in this regard.

36. In reaponm@,  thu regrerentative of the Unit8d State8 a88ured the
representative  of Spain that the matter had been taken up with the aompetent
authorit ies  in Warhington. In a aountry as large a8 the United State8, with a
deaentralired 8grtem of government, such problems aould oaaur. At the moment the
i88ue remained under aonsideration  in Washington. He promised to keep the
Comnittee informed of the practiaal  steps taken by the host aountry to improve the
s i tua t ion .

37. At the 146th meeting, th8 representative of Franae raaalled  that rreveral
d8legatiOn8  had dirauesed problem8 that they had enaountered in seauring  exemption
from tarterr, Member8 of the Frenah Mission had enaountered  8imilar problems in the
etatee of California, Conneaticut, Illinoie and Maesaahusetts. Those aa8es had
involved employee8 of businesses who had refused to prOVid8 tax exemption, alaiming
that state or loaal regulation8 superseded federal regulatione. He r8gUeSt8d that
the host aountry look into that particular aspect of the gueetion of tax exemption,

38. The representative of the United Kingdom reminded the member8 of the Committee
that he had raieed  the question of tax exemption the previous December and had
suggested at that time that one way to deal with the matter would be to improve the
wording of the tax exemption card. He wab pleased to learn that the wording had
been revired to make it alear that the exemption was nation-wide. He also
8Ugg8atedr a8 an additional practical measurer that the Office of Foreign Mislrionrr
at the State Department could directly contact the general couneel of, for example,
large hotel and rental car chains in order to ea8e the problem of tax exemption in
their eetablishment8. The Office might suggest that such companies incorporate
information on tax exemption in their computer eyeteme.

39. At the 147th meeting, the representative of Canada observed that in the past
the host country had done a great deal to ensure that tax exemptions for diplomat8
were duly respected by the business community. However certain problems remained

-ll-



with regard to the matter, Many hot81 ahains  and departm8nt  8tOr88,  both in
Now York and in other part8 of the aountry, did not obrerve the tax-exempt rtatus
Of foreign diplOIIIat8. The Committee should look into how the88 prObl8mO  aould be
nettled. Ho prOpO8Od  a meeting with the head of the Offiae of Foreign MiXJOiOnO to
di8cluss the Existing probl8m8 arising from the imglemsntation  of the Headquarters
Agreement.

40. The repreaentative8  of the United Kingdom and Spain expr888ed  their support
for the suggestion mad8 by the representative of Canada, In the past the Committee
had 8uac888fully  organised talks with the New York City authorities, It would be
useful to meet with the federal authorities ae well. The meeting should have as
wide range am po88ibl8  in order that every delegation aould raise any questions
that involved the federal Government, not only those involving tax exemption.

41. The representative  of the United Staten 80id that he would convey the proposal
to the appropriate authorities in Washington. However, it would be helpful if
there wan a documented problem that aould b8 di8OUOOed  with the relevant
authoritier, The United Staten Mfaeion remained open at any time to aommenta,
aomplaint8, questions or suggestions on any subject  related to the hoot aountry.
He enaouraged those dolegationa which did have questions to pursue them directly
with the United State8 Miesion,

43. At the 144th meeting, on 31 January 1990, the Chairman informed the Committee
of the di8au88ion8 held at a Bureau meeting on 16 Jauuary 1990, concerning the
pO88ibility  of establishing a aommieeary  at United Nations Headquarters. The
Bureau aoneidered  it desirable that the Working Group, set up at the 140th meeting
of the Committee, on 25 May 1989, aontinue  it8 work on the matter.

43. The Legal Counsel observed that the areation of a commissary had been a
long-debated insue in the Conunittee, He informed the Committee that on
3 November 1989 the Searetary-General had received a letter from the Chairman of
the Committee bringing the matter to th8 Secretary-General,8 attention, with a view
to OOliCiting  him viewe on th8 ireue of  establ ishing ruch a facility. The Office
of Legal Affair8 had contacted the Office of G8neral  Services, which, after a
thorough examination of the matter, had concluded that spaae at Headquarters was
very scarce and, therefore, it appeared impossible to find anywhere within the
existing buildings adequate space for a full-fledged duty-free shop. The
appropriate departmentPi  of the Secretariat continued to explore the matter.

44. At the 146th meeting, on 18 June 1990, the Committee accepted a recommendation
by the Bureau to appoint Mr. R. T&u (Canada) ae Chairman of a Working Group on the
establishment of a aomnirsary  at the United Nations. The Chairman expreeeed  the
hope that the Working Group  would be able to consider the matter in a constructive
manner.

45. At the 147th meeting, the Chairman of the Working Group reported to the
Cormnittee  that the letters requesting information on the subject had been sent to
the United Nations Office at Geneva and the United Nations Office at Vienna. A
response had been received from Vienna. Aa soon a8 the information wan complete,
it would be conveyed to the attention of the Committee.
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46. At the 144th meeting, the Legal Couaael  recalled that at the lllst meeting,
held on 27 October 1969, he had promised to inform the Committee of the proposed
measures to be taken by the Secretariat in order to accommodate the preoaaupatioas
of aertain missions regarding diff icult ies  enaountered  by their  personnel  in
parking in the United Nationa Qarage while in a aar bearing *W plates. The
Secretariat had worked out a procedure allowing the issuance cf parking decals
listing more than one vehiole per delegate. Missions to the United Nations had
recently been informed by a circular note that parking decals listing more than one
vehicle per delegate would be issued in order to allow the delegate to use his/her
replacement car on an u basis when the one bearing the @‘Do plates could not be
used, To effeat these ahanges, delegates who had more than one vehicle were
invited to bring the aurrent  registration of their  addit ional  vehioles together
with their ‘@D”-plated vehiales’ parking decals for the forty-fourth session of the
Qeneral  Assembly to the United Nations Qarage  Administration, toom S-81-01.

47. The representative of Costa Riaa thanked the Legal Counsel for his efforts to
resolve these problems.

48. The representative of Bulgaria raised the question of *Omoving  violations”.  It
was difficult for Bulgaria to accept the idea that the United Statee Mission could
not and should not interfere in court proceedings in such cases when they involved
the diplOm&iC  aommunity. He doubted that this approach was isr full compliance
with international law. He referred to the immunity of diplomats from the
jurisdict ion of the loaal  courts . The relevant international instr~nents
explicitly provided for such immunity. He hoped that the pending cases would be
resolved in compliance with international law. While the aonaerns  of the host
country regarding tzaffia in New York City were understandable, the practice,
however, showed that moving violations by diplomats were insignlfiaant  both in
number and in character. They did not rep&esent  a serious threat to the traffic in
New York City. He hoped that the host country could look into the matter and try
to see what would be done in connection with the so-called problem of moving
v io la t ions .

49. At the 144th meeting, the Chairman informed the members of the Committee that
the Bureau, at its meeting on 16 January 1990, had considered the question of lack
of recreational facilities for members of the United Nations community. The Bureau
decided to study the matter further. The question had also been raised of the
financial raquirements  for education of children of the diplomatix community in
New York. There had been a substantial increase of fees for them on the ground
that they were not United States citiaens  or permanent residents of New York
State. The representative of the host country had promised to look into the matter.

50. The representative of Bulgaria raised the question of the etfucation  of
children of the diplomatic connnunity  in New York. The children of the Bulgarian
Mission’s staff members applying to study at tho City University of New York were
required to sign a declaration that they would stay permanently in the United
States upon completion of their education. Such a declaration would  effectively
bar children of diplomats from studying in the United States. He recalled that
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ch%ldna taf thited Natlanm m~luye81 did not @~ri8W@ problem of tbfm k&ad,
tlmewR=* the fear oharged to ehildnn  ot diplWM&s were three to four timem higher
thm l.2~ few ap@i@d tu tb drpradantr of United Nations smploy88r. Bs splpsal8d
fur equal treatment and amked the hert country to look fnta the matter tapether:
~ilh the #NW Turk City Cumilrrian fat th United Hationa and Conrrular Corpm.

51, fa nply te the quentiwa  coacemiag fee8 at twhool8, the s8ps8seatatiVe  of
the Uaited Statea  eaid that hi8 Mimrioa would leak inte them, If the nfmmion could
wt #he th8 prablw* it WC&a at 18aiSt 8@ki8 to th8 parties OWCOrPla what Wse
the proapecta or whp the Misaioa aauld net obtain tha 6uiretl reaultr.
#hbsqpmt3y, ths matter wan rati8factotily clarified te the reprerentatiw of
Bulgaria by a repreearrtatiwe af the United Stat88 Mheien.

52. At the 117th muting, the ebserver of th8 sysian Arab Republic frrfbtrsd  the
camRitt88 that tile iMuranc8 ~rfthWhiChhi8ni88iO~W88iXl8U.Zedh8d
caaculled the COllttaCt. ThatUth.8  ~probblBb8i~f~ClBdbp~llki88iCZlS  ThU
state autharikiee of Bew York  and l&w Jersey ha4 baen contaetsd  ma thu mattes  but
tlmreuam etillme -q?my that would agree ta insure the Bysian Misrforr. Be aaked
txrs sepresMtatiw~  Of the baet CQunw if be could te8art to any maure8 to rainily
the mattar.

54. At~311th~ting,~QairranirrfofilsdthhCorrkt~ofthe  d.iScaSSiOnS
at mu Bureau ~raiagreasPterrto~~ntaen~~sgetbsrarr8sre~a+o
publbize the fimatba8 of aad role played by the Ueited ~atiene aud the mi88ione
ac~rsditedto itfnoiswof th8g8~~tis~~agati~  h8g80fthdbitf~amtf0~18 ti
the l&iw York diplmatic camunity ia the local preer and tulev~uion. The Bureau
deK?idsd to invita a repr438e~tative of the Department of Fuhlic Infwmation  cf the
§ewetariattoccmsidar  informllyits  activities inthatmgasd.

5s. The Comittee contizmed its consideration of the mattar at it8 145th meeting.
Yhec3lasImnrwindea tbemiabers afth8Comittw thatthecharalIb~~l~~its
resolution 44138 hcd 8tre88ed the importance of a pcwitiv8 psrc8ption of the rork
of the IT&ted lltatiom and urged that effort8 be eo~tinued to bu%ld up public
awar8snessbpexplainiag,  thwughalI available~~~aubh t&e hpmrtanee af the role
plapea by thu Unitmd Ilratienu and the 1ai68iona accredited to it in the 8trength8ning
of intwn8tbn8l peace alla 8ecu.ritp. Purruaat to that requ88t th8 Bureau had h8ia
awrsthgs, on 9 ?abruaq and 12 and 25 hprill f999, with the Under-Sscretary-geaeral
far Public Informatien with a view to wrking out concrete measure8 ia thie
regard. As a rurrult,  the Department for Public Information had prepared a
gablicity psugrame, the nail SbUtWt8 of wbi~h could be accenmedated ~itbia the
antezt of ~WJ infcwmatian  progrmr and budget for th8 current biennium.
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56, The publicity progranune  wab introduced to the Committee at it8 146th  meeting
by the Director of the Information Produate Divirion, The propored  programme
consisted of one article in the B PQQUP series, which would be written
la a journalistic style and would portray the role of the United kations
delegation$ with a human interest 8lMt (the D8partment  for Public  Information
would disseminate the article to as many neighbourhood xmmpaperr  as po88ible)J
one tentative article in the m~hranialst  one radio programme in the IIW
seriesPt  aad one v televisioa ptogramne.  The Committee approved the
prOgOS8d  programme by aonsen8usr

57. At the 146th meeting, the representative of the Department of Public
Information presented to the Committee a progress report on th8 preparation  of
various stages of the publiCity  programme , many of which would be launched in time
for the opening of the forty-fifth session of the General Assembly. Radio and
television would receive particular attention, although the United Nations did not
possess its own transmitters, The Department therefore propoeed to work more
closely with members of the Committee to arrange television and radio appearance8
for Committee members on local “talk shows**. The Committee adopted the additional
proposals ta the progrenune  suggested by the Department.

F. Dther

58, At the 145th meeting of the Committee , on 30 April 1990, the Chairman and the
regresentative  of Costa Rica paid tribute to Mr. Zenon Rossides, the former
Ambassador of Cyprus , who had served as the Connnittee’m Chairman from December 1971
to July 1979. In memory of Mr, ROSSid the Committee observed a minute of silence.

59. Also at the 145th meeting, the Chairman announaed that Mr. Paul O’Dwyer  had
been appointed as the new Commissioner of the New York City COmmisEiOn  for the
United Nations and the Consular Corps. In introducing Mr. O’Dwyer to the
Committee, the representative of the United States described him as a distinguished
lawyer who had defended civil and human rights and who had an intimate knowledge of
the City derived from a remarkable civic aareer. The Chaiman  welcomed Wt. O’Dwyer
on behalf of the Committee and congratulated him warmly on the occasion of the
assumption of his functions as Commissioner for the Unitsd Rations and the Consular
Corps. The Committee looked forward to the mame close and aonstructive
co-operation with the Commission that it had had with his predeaessor,
Mrs. 9illian Martin Sorensen.

60, At the ssme meeting, the observer of the Libyan Areb Jamahiriya referred to
the various problems faced by his Mimsion, which were well known to the Committee.
In addition, he informed the Committee that a member of the Libyan Mission had been
prevented from attending the annual meeting of the Amerinan-Arab  Committee of the
Csmpaign against Racial Discrimination in Virginia, A further request for Libyan
participation in a seminar on multilateral diplomacy and peace-keeping held at
Temple University, in Philadelphia, had also been refused by the United States
authorit ies. Those restrictions were UnjUStifiablea The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
was ready to enter into a dialogue with the host country either directly or through
the Secretary-Qeneral  and the Legal Counsel, or by having resort to arbitration am
provided for in the Headquarters Agreement, He hoped that the host country could
find a solution to all of the above problems.
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61, &a respwser th Hptossntrtiw ol the host aowtty pointmd out tlmt thm
alaokgmund to the partiwlar situation VW wall fmown. with respeot to ttMm1, lm
Initmrotti his bbwrmsent's  wmaitsiwt  to honouring its obligatioaa to permit
offiairll United Hations trawl. lu fur the apcifio  iwidentr mntiomd by tkr
L&b- ab8em?w:,  they had bee15 dd "non-offioia,l ttavd" aa4 becsuw of nation&l
#curity  ~0gnrm.a the Uaited Stat86 had restricted trawl in both those casma~ AU
for otbmr aspeats of prrrtaisk mmtml~, tb@ Unitad Status Gewrnnuat  Rsintairmd tbst
it8 treaty Qbligatiwba 88 host country to the United Hations #ta fulfillml by oat
bkmrf*timQ  vitb mnaa tu the H&lqu8rtura district. Ttavel outaido t&e fiw
boroughs VW considered @a a cwe-by~ase basis. Be took aote of reamrka ass&r 5m
the SubjWt 8ad prolised to inform his tivernmeaat  accordingly,

62, The ssprssentatiw  of the United ktnqdw obasrved  that he fully accuptud the
aomd for t&m hmst country to protect its mwritp, Eouemr, ha ua8 alightly
umcernadatautmofth8re- giveniathecaaeoftlm  8econdlnootiogon
peace-- held at Fhiladelpbia,  -lp, that CI rslrtiog of that sort was mot
mgarded lrrp tbu host coontry aa being relat8d to the foactima of United Rationa
liStions. A m-her af his Xiasima  had attended the rmutiag, as it vw regarde4 as
part of the fuwtiw of the i4irsion. While be did net quustion  the decision in
this case- bs gwatianud vhuthur  the grcmnds giwn for it might not haw huun ta0
V5d8.

64, Atthm166thrrrrthg,  the represeatatiw~f  hlgariasaid thatEh.lgariaas  i n
w ci* of mu Zork had boea abl* to participate in their aatiolml  electiona. In
thi8Gzoawai~~th8nked the 888iStmce giwm to his LU88ioa w the Boat cottotry
wd the Sev Tork CiQ colliasioa for the Unit84 Patiuaa a-ad Caamlat Corps.

66. At tW 148+lr meting, OII 14 l&men&e= 1990, the repreaexkative of Iraq referred
to the pmblmm8 relatiog to the mm+8.rters  Agraeunen teocoPateredbp the Iraqi
niuioa tQ tbu unitud mratims. a,Wpod tlurttheaeproblema cooldaoduouldbe
amlvedina~tWtfur+brrredtho  workofthe ComWAee.

67. The obaumr  of Cuba ixkforwd  the kwaittw of the haatile  dwunstratiws  that
bad been held rogmlurSy for t&a past 11 month8 in front of ths Cuban  Wssion.
IWring thmse dsmwtratieras  thuru bad bwa rupuated iacidunt6  of verbal abu8a  of
and pbysiwS sgprrr6i.w  agaiast various msmbers of the Mirrioa 88 wall aa their
failiw in a patturak of harasamant and intimidatim. Cub8 h8d trpeatedl~  reported
~UCSB ille@ acta to t;h+ boat cm.nttJf and the latter had praefaad to contab them
in thu future, While tbertr bs4l  bwn same improwwnt,  the bubaviour  of the
mtmmists mwml to bdicate a daqr48 of sncsur~nt froar the hat couatq. In
a lutter recently addramsed  ta the attention  of the Secretary-General, the



Searetary-General  was regueeted  to take the necessary step8 to help to put an end
to those diSgraa8ful aativitier in aacordanao with the Obligation8  of the host
aountry under the Headquarters Agreement and the 1961 Vienna Convention on
Diplomatia R0latiOnS.

68. The representative of the United States enpreesed regret that the incidents
described by the representative of Cube had taken plaae. He aSSW8d  the
repreaeatatiw of Cuba and the members of the Committee that the host aountry
authorities were working closely to deter any illegal activities of that particular
group Of demOUStr8tOtS. He rejected any implication that the host country
authorities might be tolerating 8Wh improper activities. He further assured the
members of the Committee that the United States did not tolerate d0mOnStratiOnS
that were unlawful, and stressed that the United States would continue to enforae
the law vigorously and protect Cuban representatives and their fnmilies.
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v. RECOMMRNDATIONS  AWD CONCLUSIONS

69. At its 148th meeting, on 14 November 1990, the Committee approved the
following recommendations and conclusions;

(a) The Committee welcomes the participation of Members of the United Nations
and the Seoretariat in its work and is convinced that its important work has been
strengthened by the co-operation of all concerned.

(b) Considering that t;re maintenance of appropriate conditions for the normal
work of the delegations and the missions accredited to the United Nations is in the
interests of the United Nations and all Member States, the Committee appreciates
the efforts made by the host country for this purpose and hops that OUtSttSnding
problems raised at its meetings will be duly settled in a spirit of co-operation
and in accordance with international law.

(c) Considering that the seaurity of missions accredited to the United
Nations and the safety of their personnel are indispensable f o r  their effective
functioning, the Committee appreciates the efforts of the host country to this end
and hopes that the host country will continue to take all measures necessary to
prevent any interference with the functioning of missions.

(d) The Committee considered the travel regulations issued by the hO8t
country with regard to personnel of certain missions and staff members of the
Secretariat of certcrin  nationalities. The Committee takes note of the positions of
the affected Member States, of the Secretary-General and of the host country.

(a) With a view to facilitating the course of justice, the Committee calls
upon the missions of Member States to co-operate as fully as possible with the
federal  ar.d local  United States  autrorities in cases affecting the security o f
missions and their personnel.

(f) The C o m m i t t e e  appeals  to the host  country to review the measures relat ing
to diplomatic VehiCl88 with a view to responding to the reeds of the diplomatic
community, and to consult with the Committee on matters relating to transportation.

(g) The Committee wishes to reiterate its appreciation to the Host Country
Section of the United States Mission to the United Nations, the New York City
Commission for the Uuited Nations and the Consular Corps and those bodies,
particularly the New York City Police Department, which contribute to its efforts
to help to accommodate the needs, interests and requirements of the diplomatic
community, to provide hospitality and to promote mutual understanding between the
diplomatic community and the people of the City of New York.

(h) The Conunittee stresses the particular importance of a positive perception
of the increasingly important work of the United Nations and urges that efforts be
sontinued  to build public awareness of the vital role played by the United Nations
and the missions accredited to it for the solution of global and regional problems
al\d strengthening of international peace and security.

-18-



Iv, Forty-mth EJassion I
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