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ANNEX
JOINTDECLARATION
TH ASEAN-EC MINISTERIAL MEETING
KUCHING,MALAYSIA,
16-17 FEBRUARY, 1990

1. The Eighth Meeting of the foreign Ministersof tht Association
of South-Eost Asian Nations (ASEAN) end the European Community (EC) was
held in Kuching, Malaystia from 16-17 February 1990, The Chief Minfster
of the StateGovernment of Sarawak,Mis Excellency DatukPatinggt tan Sey
HaJ! Abdul Taidb Mabmud, welcomed the Ministers and the delegatesto
Kuching. His Excollency Dato' Serd Or. Mahathir Mohamad, the Prime
Minister of Malaysia, adérassed the opening session of theMeeting,

2. The Minlisters hrd d comprehansive 8xehange of views on political
and economic subjects. The Ministers reviewed thaprogress of ASEAN-E(
relationssince their last mestingwhich was held in Dusseldorf from 2.3
M3y 1988, TheMinisters expressed their satigfaction at the continued
cooperation that exists betwoen ASEAN rnd theEC both 1a internaticnal
fora andon e bilateral dasis., Being cognizant of the impact of the
European Single Market ta 1992and of recent political, socte), any
econnmic developments in FasternEurope, both ASEAN and the EC wvere in
aqreament that greater efforts Should be made to enhance cooperation
betwaan the two ragtons,

INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL 1SSUES

|nternrtlonrl S1tuatign

3 The ASEAN and ECMinisters had a wide-renglng discussion on the
letest International developments. They nnted withsatisfaciton the
existing afspesition towards rapprochement and mutual accommodation among
states, especially batween the major powers, wnich has [ed tO a vistible
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relaxation or international tensions and to eveamore vigorous e‘forts in
resoiving regional conflicts through dialogue and negotiations, The
exchange of views also focussed on the fundamental changer presently
taking place in Central and tastern Europe and on the new opportunities
as wellas new cha)langes that these may entail.

4, Wnile welcoming these developments as hopeful suguries tot
qreatar global peace and Improved fast-West relations,theMinisters
recognised that {mbalances and uncertainties $211) exist intar alia 1n
the North-South relationship.. They therefore resolved to enhance thetr
cooperalion {n addressing the ¢lobalproblems of an increasingly
Interdtpendent rndintegrated world economy,

Disarmament and Arms Control

5, TheMinistars welcomed recent progress Inthe areasof nuclear,
chemicaland convantional disarmament end arms control and noted that
prospects sré favouradle for further progress. Through disarmament, new
opportunities could be creatad for facilitating increased cooperstion for
development and for the safeguarding ofthe resources ofthe environment .,

¢ dia

6. The Ministers hrd an extensive exchange of views on the atest
developments regardingthe Cambodianquestion and the continuing efforts
to find a comprehensive, just and durable solution to the tragic confiict
In that country, which can only be achieved through a comprehensive
political settlement. Sucha settlement should in¢lude, inter alia, the
total withdrawal Of foreignforcesverified by the UN, a ceasefire, the
ending of aliforms of external military assistance to the belligerents,
theintroduction of &n effective Intarnational Control Mechanism under UN
suspices, the creation Of a UN interim authority and the promotion of

national reconciliation among the Cambodiansg, ensure respect for the
sovereignty, Independence, territorial integrity and neutral and
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nan-altgnedstatus of Cambodia, aswell as the right of the Cambodian
peopie to sélf-determination rce from ocutside interference, and ensure
also the non-return of the universally condemned policies and practices
of & recent past. They stressed the fundamental right at Cambodiansco
choese thedr owm government in free, fatr and UN-supervised elections,in
which all Cambodtan parties Should be allowed to participate, The
Cambodian partiesShould commit themselves to henouring the results of
theseclections, Theyresffirmed theircondemnation of thoce responsible
for thepolicies andpracticeswhich ledto the extermination of hundreds
of thousands of Ca:dedians from 1975 to 1978 and expressed tht view that
neither thr Khmer Rouge nor any other Cambodian group should be allowed
tostirs or retainpower through force of arms,

7. Thershared the view that, whiletht Paris Conferenge had not as
Y&t sucieeded inachievinga comprehensive solution, 1t has madeprogress
in elaborating a wide range of principal elementsnecessary for reaching
d caaprthtnsiva settlement, They therefore urged the two Co-Chairmen of
theConference to continue their consultationswith aviewtoresuming
tht negotiating process and the reconvening of tht Paris Conference at an
appropriate time,

8. The Ministers noted with satisfaction that parties directly
tnvolved In the contiict and other concerned countriesnow have accepted
thecentral idea OF a United Nations interim administration for Cambodia
In the transitional period teading up to the holding of free and fair
elections. They recognised that, on the modalities and actual forms of
such UN Interin aeministration, divergence of views sti1] exist, thus
requiring further datatled negotiations.

9. The Ministers were greatly anzouraged Ly Lhw results uf the
recent meeting of the five Permanent Mambars of the UN Security Councid
and welcomed the 16-point Summary of Conclusions adopted at the first
Meeting which specifically endorsed an enhanced UN role In the rtsolutlon
of the Cambodian question, They noted the further prograss achieved at
the mesting of thr Five in New York on 12-13 February and welcomed the
decision of the UN Secretary-General to set up under his chairmanship an
intra-secretarittisk-force.
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10, In view Of the afore-mentioned developments, the Mintsters
expressed thetr full supoort for the forthcoming Informal Meetinq on
Cambodia, to be convened InJakartawithin the framework of theParis
fonfarence, ‘hey expressed their hope that this meeting, together with
the work currently underway among the five Permanent Members of the UN
Security Council, wlll %uccecd in taking the negotiating process forward,
thus paving the way for the reconvening of the Paris Conference.

Indochtnese AsylumSeekersandD1l spl aced Persons

11. The Mintsters shared the view thst the pYight of those who
have fled from Indoching, including those stil) in camps In ASEAN
countrias and liong Kong and civiliang displaced on the Thai=Cambodian
border, renaineda cause of sariousinternational concern.

12. The Ministers affirmedthdf the continuing Influx of asylum
seeker% and displaced persons from Indochinese countries imposes an
Intolerrble burden oa countries and places of first asylum intne
region. They reaffirmed their commitment to the Comprehensive Pldn of
Action (CPA) asddopted at th2 International Conference on Indechinese
Refugees held In Genevain duns, 1989 as a multilateral arrangement
for the duradle solution of this problem, they emphasized thata
hunanitarian solution to this prodlem 11es 1n the dalanced and
cooralndted impiementation ofall elements of the CPA by aliparties
concerned.

13. Towards thisand, they cdlled on the principal country of
origin to take effective measures todeter clandestine devartures and
ensurethd8t the Orderly Departure Programme be the sole mode of
departure. They urged resettiement countries to maintain the agreed
momentumof resettiement of refugees in first asylum countrigs. They
agrecd that,4s & matterof priority, there zust be an early
implementationof the CPA as regards the repatriatton of thesenot
Qualifying for the status OF rofugees to the country of origin In d
phased, order'y rnd safe manner. They welcomed tha fact thston23-24
SPYAVAILABLE
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January, 1990 the Steering Comnittee set up under the CPA reached
agreement on modalities for the return of all non-refugees to their
country of origin and called vwpon the parties directly conceredto
settle, as soon as possible, the outstanding fssue, namely the date
prior to-which voluntary return alone should take place.

14. The Ministers also agreed that the implementation of the
provisions OF tha CPA must lead to the durable solutignof the problem
of the Indochinsse asylum seekerswithin a definite timeframe,

15, The Ministers noted with appreciation the offer OT the
Pnilippine Govermment to host 8 new processing andtransit centre for
refugees. They called on the other countries concerned to extend the
fullestpossible cooperatiunto the Philippine Government to enasble it
to undertake this new burden of Lhe new centre.

Afghanigtan

1R: The Ministers axpreassed their concern over the protracted
conflict in Afghanistan, two yearsafter the Geneva Agreement on the
Settiementof the Situation Relating te Afghanistan and one yew after
the comptation of thewithdrawal of Soviet troops. The Mintsters
calledon all parties concerned to intensify thetr effortstowards a
comprehensive poiitical settlement based on the full andconsistent
implementationof the GenevaAgreements, They stressed the need fer
an intra-Afghandialogue with a view tO estadblishingarully ‘
representative Governmentinwhich all segments Of the Afghan people
would tate part. They confirmed their Support for the Uni ted Nations
Secratary-Geners) Inthtaffertshe s naklng to facilitate a
settiement,

MiddieEast ‘

|
17. The Ministers discussed the recent dcvalopnents In the Middle ’
Ease and In particular the Arab-Israeliconflict and the Palestintan Jm
question. They expressed their grave concern over tnt deterloration

BEST COPY AV
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urgency of a settlement whieh would uphold the right to security of
al) States in the region, including lsrag), that {s to say, to 1 tve
within secure, recognised and guaranteed frontiers, rnd would uphold
Jjustice forail thepeoples of theregion, which includes recoqnition
of the Tegitimate rignts of the Palestinian people, INncluding thetr
right toself-determination with 21! that thisimplies,in accordance
with UN Security Counct! Resolutions 242 and 338.

18, they noted that since their last meeting significant
developments have taken place on the international political scent,
which have opened ¥p newopportunit ies fur a¢tion by the international
community with A view to achieving 8 comprehensive and Just solution
to the Arad-lsraeld confl 1€t. | n thig context, the ASEAN Ministers

welcomed the positive approach of the EC as set out in the Madrid andg
Strasbourg Declarations,

19. The Ministers reaffirmed thelr support for an Internattonal
Conference, under the auspices Of theUnited Nattions, whichwould
provide an appropriate forum for negotiations on 3 peice settlement.

20. The Ministers voiced their deep concern over thecontinying
tragedy tnl€brnon. They reaff irmed their support for the full
sovereignty, territorislintegrity and national unity of L ebanon.
They considercd thit there 1$ no aiternstive to the national
reconciliation envisaged In the Taif Agreement and urged that all wil)
conttloute to 1ts peaceful achievement through dialogue,

2. -On the lvan-lraq situation, the Ministers noted that, while

the ceasefire whichenteredinto force in 1988 was stillbeing

obsqrved, progress towirds an overall resolution of the conflict

remained stalled due to continuing differencas In incerpreting the’

implementation of the provisions of kcutity Council Resolution

698, They 03110d upon the two St stes to resume tha negnt {at ians under
' the augpices of the UN and expressed thelr support for the efforts of

the UN Secretary-Gengral.
YPY AVAILABLE
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Southern Africa

22. The Ministersreiterated their total rejection of tesSystem
of apartheid which represents acrime against the conscience and dignity
of mankind an9 reaffirmed their commitment to 1ts complete eradication,
so that i# its place a new, non-racial, united and democrati¢ society
could be built. They observed that the initiation of a nat!onaid‘3logue
with the genuine representatives of the black majority of the Souch
African people has bacome in¢reasingly urgent. While welcoming the
recent}ifting of the ban on the ANC and other organisations and the
release of Mr. Nelson Mand@la, they were of the view that more needed to
be done in order toestablish a climate conducive to a meaningful
dialoqug. The Ministers reaffirmed that their common objective was the
complete and peaceful eradication of the apartheid system and that,
pending evidence of clear and Irreversible Change to this end,
approprtate pressure should be maintained on the South Africsn
Government,

23. The Ministers rejoiced at the successful implementation of the
UN Plan for Namibt an Independence, based on UN Security Cousci 1
Resolution 435, thus erding one of thelongest and most difficult
chapters in the annals of decolonisation, fhsy looked forward to the
fmminant accession of Namibia to full sovereignty and independence and
walcomed the Prospect of Nunibia Joining the UN as its 160th
member-state.

ASEAN-EC_RELAiIUND

24. The Ministers reviewed the activities being implemented within
the framework OT their bilateral relations andnoted with satisfaction
the progress made in the various fields. The Ministers were encouraged
that the ASCAN-EC Cooperat ion Agreement WAC renewsd for another period of
two (2) years effective from October, 1980demonstrating thestrong
comnitment of the two sides to strangthtn further their relations, In
this regard, the Ministers agreed thatthe private sector should assume a
gredter rote in enhancing ASEAN-EC economic cooperation,

/000
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25. The Ministers noted tha: sustained qrowthin Doth regiaons was
closely 1inked to open market pe! 1cies and totrade and continued efforts
to further 1ibersivze the myltilateral trading system under t he GATY,

26, The Ministers recognized thatt h e completion of a European Single
Market csuld constitute a major oppartunity for trading partners,
including ASEAN countries, 48 d source of econunic growth ang trade
apportunities. “heMinisters welcomed the informasion worksnops on 1992
held {nASEAN underCemmunity sponsorship and agreed to exchange
information on & coatinuing dasis.

27. The Ministers noted the progress made in the general economic
development of ASEAN countries 3nd noted the growing importance played by
industrial and servicas sectors in furthering national developnent,

20. While recoqnising that ASEAN-EC relattions have diversified and
registered impressive progress, the Ministers agreed that areview ot
existing cooperation was needed to chart the course of ASEAN-ECrelations
to meet the challenges of the 90s, notably by on the one hend
strengthening the tmpact of economic, financial and industria)
cooperation, humanresourcedevelopment and s¢lence and technology
programmes and by increasingtrade flows and investments and by
encouradqing participationof the private sector, and on the other hand,
continuing to stress assistance to the poorer segment of the rural
population. The Ministers noted with interest the formation of § private
sector Steering Committes onthe European side for tho Europesn-ASEAN
Business Counci 1, The Ministers a1so agreed that participation of women
in the development process and environmental protection should be given
special sttention,

BEST COPY AVAILABLE /s




A/745/7138
§/721161
Engli sh
Page 10

warke® Access and Teaoce Promotion

29. The Ministers noted the positive sign in EC-ASEAN relations
sqemonstirated by the Increase in trade flows between the two regions since
tnt 7th Minister{al Mesting, particularly for industridl products. In
srder to take advantage of the new opportunities in both regions the
Ministars shared the view that efforts should be intensifiwd to improve
marcet access fn both reqies.

30. the ASEAN Ministers requested the EC to provide better market
access and a more open trade policy for textyles and clothing, trepical
vegetanleolls, cocoa products, canned pineapple, timber products,
tapiocs products, abaca, pulp, and fuel wood through reduction of
tariffs, elimination . . ..on-tariff barriersandelimination of tariff
escalation, The ASEAN Ministers also requested the EC to take into
account agricultural products of export intlerest to ASEAN inits
implementationsndreviewof the CAP,

31, The EC Ministers considered that marketaccessquestionsarean
element of the global process of trade Yibersltzation within the Uruguay
Roung.

32. The EC Ministers requested ASEAN to sign the MTN agreements

(technical harriers, governmentprocurement, etc.) and to provide
improved market access tot products such asmotor cars, personal
compute.s, paper, textilesand clothing, fertilisers, pharmaceuticals and
chemical products thr.gh reduction of tariffs and elimination of
non-tarlftbarriers,

33. TheCC Minfsters also requested that access tosupplies of ASEAN
raw materials for manufacturing In the EC bemaintained,

i, ihr Ministers agreed that prodlems or shortcomings in bilateral
trade relations should de trkin up by the ASEAN<EC Joint Trade Experts
Group at xc Meetings.
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1S, The Ministers agreed that the EC GSP scheme was an important
t00) to diversify ang increase ASEAN exportsto the EC. Tne ASEAN
Ministers noted the greater flexibtifty made in the ECs 1989 and 1990 3SP
schemes, notadly thu move towards & Communitye-wide system and further
access 1 some EC sensiLive sectore, The Ministers noted that the
cumutative rule of nrigin For ASEAN In theEC BSP Scheme has just come
into force. The ASEAN Mintcters recuested thit the donor country content
be Included tn the GSP scheme,

36, The ASEAN Ministers expressed appreciation to the EC for its
assistance in ASCAN's trade promotionproqrammeswhich ware intended %o
enhance ASEAN exports to the CC and third countries, The Ministers
agreed thatin future fewer, but more In-depth, pluriannual pragrammes
should be launched.

Industrial Cooperation rnd Investment Promotion

37, The Ministersnoted that ASEAN was a vitalcomponent In the
vibranl and dynamic Asia Pacific region and represented a rapidly
expanding area at special interest to Evropean investors, The Ministers
expressed their conviction that many opportunities areavailableinthe
ASEAN region and advantagecould be taken of the privileges granted under
the ASEAN industris) programes, The economic and investment environment
hasi nproved in ASEAN since the 7th Ministeridl Meeting, Therswas
agreement that favourable investment conditions wyuld Further stimuiate
private sector Investment in ASEANcountries, TheMinisters tecognised
that industri13dl cooperation should bo accorded high priority in the
ASEAN-EC d1alogue relations 3¢ It would be instrumental in forqing
constructive economic ties thrt would be mutually beneficial to hoth
regions,

k] Further te the planof action proposed in the EC-ASEAN Joint
Memorandum on Industrial Cooperation, the Minislers noted the
tntensification ofinitiatives taken to strengthen businass and
Investment contactsbetweenthe ASEAN and EC through seminars, exchange

ABLE
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programmes and Industry specific workshops,speciallydirected dttnc
medium and smal) business. The Minister; directed thatt h e next JCC
should inteqrate the various projects Into & coherent (ndustrial
coaperst ion programne, In view Of the new incentives provided under the
ASEAN Induystrial Joint Ventures (AlJV) scheme,theMinieters urged the
active participation from private sectors of both sides in developing
viadble AlJY projects.

39, The Ministers noted therole of the Joint Investment Committees
in each ASEAN capital in promoting Joint getivities,The Ministers
agreed thatASEAN and the EC should encouraqe their respective private
sectors tO assume a greater role in the JICS$. A comprehensive data bank
of evailable industry sector studies will be s$non Completed far each
ASEAN country bnd put et the disposal of ASEAN and EC business
comunities to tncourage their involvement In the industrial development
in ASEAN.

40, The Ministers noted withsatisfaction that the "EC International
Investment Partners” Is nowoperational In its pilot phaseand promotes
the establismment of Joint-Ventures together with ASEAN orEC finsncial
institytions., The ASEAN region has been the major user of the faci ity
jince It started. the Ministers also noted thatthefacility could be
actively promoted for ASEAN initisted projectswith theparticipation of
ASEAN mcrchbnt bbnks and other financtal institutions,

ScienceandTechnology Cooperation

41, The Ministers recalled that sincel987 emphasis has been placed
on the genaration and support Of joint scientific research projects, tno
ultimate goal of which tstocreate permanent Vinks between the

scientific communities of the twy regions. The Community has placed at
the d13p0sal of ASEAN research Institutes and scientists two preparatory

instrumants ta factlitate the definitinn of {faint ragearchnrniectc: the
past-doctoral feVlowship scheme andthe organisation of wirkshops, A

series of workshops In bloteehnology, quc'ityef life and natural
resources hag beenidentified.
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42, In addition, 8 consigeratle thrust has been qiven specifically
to EC/ASEAN Joint research in tropical medicing and tropical agriculture
with the support of the Community's"Science and Technoloqy for
Oevelopment Programme®,

43, The ASEAN Mintisters expressed their appreciation for the
continuing contributions made by tne £¢ to the ASEAN-EC Cooperation in
science and technology. Given i{ts importince, the Ministers emphasised
the need tofurtherdevelop programmes in thisfleld, Yo this end, they
recommended that the ASEANPlan of Action on Science and Technology be
used as a basis,

HumanResource Davelgpment

44, The Miaisters sgrttd thot iaview of the rapid economic and
technological changes andtheneed of ASEAN for qualified personnel such
as scientists and engineers to support their economic develnpment, hynan
resource development should continue to be worded priority and

therefore an assessment and review of ASEAN-EC HRD Programmes be
undertaken axpedi tiously,

45, Following de¢isions takenatthe 7th Ministertal‘eeting, steps
have been takenwestablish the EC/ASEAN Management Centre, based in
Brunei Darussalam. The Ministers noted that the establishment agreement
will be signed soon.

46. Recalling the importance of the participation of women in the
development process, the Ministers agreed that all opportunities to
promote the role of men should be taken,

47, The Ministers noted that EC-ASEAN Energy Centrr 1n Jakarta had
started I1ts programme of activities, They believed thst these and other

centrtswould Further strengthen the CC presence in theregion,

VAILABLE
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Regiona)l Projects

48, The ASEAN Mintsters expressed their appreciation ¢ar the
important contribution by the EC 1n the field of development cooperation
and hoped that th is Cooper at 1on would be expanded both in scope and oepth
in regional projects open to allits member states,

49, The Maisters noted that two regional cooperation projects have
become operational since the 7th Ministerial Meeting: the ASEAN

Aguacul ture Development Programe, to Improve productivity through
know-how rmdtechnology transfer in fish farming and the EC-ASEAN
Industria) Standards and Quality Control Programme.

ASEAN-EC Mintsterta) Meeting o n Eccnomic and Trade Mattars

50. TheASEANMinisters proposed that, given the rapid changing
internationaleconomic situationand theexpansion of ASEAN-EC economic
and trade reYations, an ASEAN-EC Ministerial Meeting 00 Economic and Sraa
Matters be convened 8% soon &8s possible,

51, Taking note Of this proposal, the EC Mintsters stated that the
Communityts 1n principle open to participatein such an adhocmesting,
1t was agreed that each side would designate Its Ministers according to
the treditions in the various States participating,

82, Thetwo sides would discuss through the appropriate channels the
remaining detrlls such #s the date, sgends, and how best to inteqrate the
work of the Meetingwiththat of the AEMM,

REGIONAL ECONOMIC 1 SSVES

fhe European Single Market of 1992

53. The ASEAN Ministers noted that the EC was sctively working
towards the establisiment of the European Single Market hy 1992 ar4 that
by the beginning of 1990 some 60% of the progremme had been achieved.
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54, While welcoming the trade and Investment epportunities created
as a result of the removal of 1nt wrnal barriers, the ASEAN Minr siery
expressed concern uver possible adverse impactoftheSingle Market on
ASEAN trade with the EC. The EC Ministers assured them that the EC would
remaln open to its trading partners because of 1ts commitment to the
muitilateraltrading system and that the Single Market would lead to an
improvement of EC competitiveness and fur thar stimulate the 'iberalisation
of world trade, 7The ASEAN Ministers welcomed this assurance and agreed
that ASEAN and the EC were dependent an export-led growth and therefore
any move towrrds !iheralisiny trade couldonly be denefictial to both
regions.

§5. The Ministers noted thatthe "Coltoquium on ASEANand Europe
1992: Implications and Responses@ was held {nKualalumpur from JulylQ.
‘July 11,1989, The Ministers agreed that sector specific workshops on the
impact and opportunity of the Single Market on ASEAN's trade and
investment Interests with the EC, be held in ASEAN capitals, The ASEAN
Ministers Informed their EC eaunterpbrts that an ASEAN Technical Experts
Group Is beingestablished to monitor and appraisedsvelosmentsonthe

evolution and harmonization of standards in the EC wateh will Involve
exchange of views.

Asia-PacificEconomic Cooperation

56. The ASEAN Ministers inforwed thetC Ministers on the outcome Of
the init1al exploratury Ministerisl level Consultative Meeting on the
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) which was held {n Canberrs from
6 - 7November 1989,

87. The Community Indicated thatas a major trade partnar of the
Asia-Pacific region, 1thas followed the discussions on this 1ssue with

‘eat interest,

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC [SSYES

58. The Ministers hads wide ranging exchange of views on the current

internationa) economic sftuation.
\BLE




A 45/ 138
§/21161
Engl i sh
Page 16

59. The Ministers noted the European fommunity's commitment to
support the ¢ountries of Central and Eastern Europe which are seeking a
new drrect ion towardsdemocratically based open market economies.
Concerns were expressed that trade, investment and development assistance
flows from the EC might now be diverted from ASEAN to Eastern Europe.
Assurances were given that the new relatfons between the Comunity and
Central and Eastern Europe would not in any sensa lassen tne Community"s
longftanding commitment to ASEAN, The two sets of relationships are
complementary.

60, The Ministers welcomed the convening of the special session of
the Ganeral Assembly devoted to international economic cooperation, in
particular to the revitalization of the economic growth and development of
the developing countries, In New Yerk from 23-27 April 1990. The
Ministers agreed that, besides providing policy guideltnes for the
economic activities of the United Nations System,thts special sessian is
also another effective means of promottng multilateral cooperation,
embadying new approaches and reflecting new $pirit Iin international
cooperation.

Ur uguay Round

61. The Ministers acknowledged thatthe current Uruguay Round of
Multilateral iradeNegotis*ions (URMIN) was approaching its fina! and
cructal stage andthat It was an Important avenue towards trade
11beralisation and expansion as well as tOcounteract protectionism, They
recognised that a successful con¢lusion of the URMIN would have an
importantbearingon the future of GATY and the multilateral trading
system, They reaffimed their strong comitmeat to the conclusion of the
Roundby Oecemter, 1990 taklng Intorecount the areas of {nterest to the
developing countries, To thisand, the Ministers agreed that ASEAN and
the EC willcontinug tO be constructive in the final phase of the
negotiatfonsand urged other participantsto do likewise. To ensurg the
success of the Round, considerable joint efforts must be undertaken so

that its outcome could be meaningful and beneficial to all Jparticipants. _ e
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62, The ASEAN Mintisters expressed thetfr concern that progress in the
various Negutiating Gruups hud been severely imbalancea. Hegoti at Yons on
areas-wnich are of particular interest to developing countries have lagged
far benind those which are of interest tO developed countries, They
stressed the need to redress Such imbalance immeatately. Inthtg
reqard,the ASEANMiInisters expressed the hope that negotiations will be
expedited in the areas of their concern particularly tropical products,
agriculture, textiles and ¢lothing and tnternationa) trading rules
including ant Y-dumping and countervatling measures, and sought the
cooperation of theECtoachieve this objective, in particular they
requested further concessions on tropical products asa matter of first
priority,

63. The EC Ministers took note of these concerns, the Community
approach Was to echieve a balanced overall result covering 311 sectors
tncluding new areassuch asvradein Services, Trade Related Aspect of
Intellectual Property Rignts (TRIPs) and Trade Related Investment Measures
(TRIMs), The EC Ministers recalled the Community's substantial
contribution to tne first liveralr2ation package on tropical products ang
Its commitment to further 11beralization in this sector on the dasis of
contrtbutions from all participants, With aview to achreving a better
balance Of obligations among &) contracting partics, the Community
expacted the developing countries, especially the most advanced, to make
effcctive marketopenings such 33 tariff reductions and bindings, and to
conform O existing GATT disciplines - suitably reinforced | n certain
fundamenta) aspects thus ensuring falr and equitable comoetition,

64, The ASEAN Ministers reiterated thefr suppart for the Cairns
Group's comprehensive proposals on agricultura, which thry considered to
be the nost reasonable andrealisticbasiy for further negotiationsin
this area. Wnile taking note that the EC hrd also tabled a proposal on
agricult.re recently, they expressed concern that the Introduction of the
concept of rabalancing In this proposal would have very serious adverse
effacts onsome of ASEAN' s major exports, Such astropicalvegetableoils
- rnd tepiocaproducts,
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65. he EC Ministerstook note of this cower-n. The concent of
redalancing was one of the major elements ofthe Community's neqotiating
position on-agriculture in the Uruguay Round. It had been putforward by

the Community with a view to a better balance of ohligations amongst all
the Contracting Parties.

66. The Ministers agreed that spectal and different ial treatment for
developtng cuuntries was an integral element of the negotiations as
expressed in the Punta del Cste declaration ang resffirmed at the mideterm
reviewmeeting, and was particularly important tothe meaningfut and
active participation of the developing countries In the Round.

Commodtties

67. The Ministers noted that instabillty in market prices for seme
commodities had produced adverse effects on the export garnings of some
developingcountries, They stressed the need for f{aternational
cooperation and national efforts to deal effectively with commogrty
ptablems,

68. The Mintisters underscored the import anceof ennancing ¢ooperation
in thedevelopnent of resource-based industrias In the ASEAN region to
intensify downstream activities towards achieving more value-added
products. The ASEAN Ministers sought the EC"s contirued support on this
development process in termsof providing Investment and project
financing, transfer of technology and marketing for such processed and
sami-processedproducts. The Ministers agreed to continue te tncouragc
small and medium sized EC industries which utiltzed such raw commodities
to Invest 1n this region,

69. The Ministers placed high priority on conperationtowards the

developaentof the mineral sector, particularly in training and transfer

of technology. For this purpose, thaASEAN Ministers requested the EC to

Jointly orgrnise rnd finance seminars and workshopson thedevelopment of

the mineral sector In this region, | i
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70, The Ministersrecognized the importance of intensifying research
and gevelopment activitigas to find new uses and dpplication for
cormaditiesand therefore, agreedto :nnance cooperation in these
effartg, The ASCAN Ministers sought the ECcooperatton and support on
such research and developmentefforts,

71. The Ministersnoted that the European Council Meeting at
Strasbourq in December 1989, nad urged & resumption of negotiations on the
renewal of the ]aternational Coffee Agreement as soon as possidle. The
Community, for its part, affirmed 1ts resolutionto adopt a flexiple
approach and tO have regard TO theeconomic and peliticalimportance of
arriving at anappropriatosolution.

ORUGS

72. The Ministers underlined thelr deep apprenension and concern
ever theqrowingproblem of drug abusemdthe escalation of i11tcite
trafficking In drugs. The Ministers expressed thetr resolve taundertake
concerted and coherent action to tackle this deadly scourqe. fht
Ministers were tnformed of the principal elements of the Community's
programne on North-South cooperation In this field and agreed that over
and above the action doing Laken at regiona) level an ¢ffective solution
had to be soug!it atinternational level, They welcomed the adoption of
the 1988UN Convention Agatinstilliett Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances and celledfor its prompt and effective
spplication, [hey urged the signatory parties to immediately procced to
the process of ratification rnd urged those countries that have not yet
signed to do so,

73. TheMinistersalso welcomed the initiative taken by the
Commonwaalth Heads of Governmentat ItS Meeting taKuala Lumpur from 18-24
October, 1989, They expressed strong support totheCommonwealtn's
decisionto promote more affective nationgland internrtlonal action on s
number uf key tssyes aspecially those related to the enactment of
appropriate legislation on drug trafficking, money laundering, the
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confiscation ofilli¢tt assets of convicted drug trafficker, crop
substitution programmes and mutual legal assistance. In addition t3 these ;
acttons "to curbtheaval 1abili ty of drugs, they agreed that an equally /
‘mportant element that should be addressed urgently was the question of
glabal demand for drugs.

74, The Ministers also welcomed and pledged thetr full support of the
recent UNGA resolution to hold a special session of the General Assembly
to consider the question of International cooperation against drugs from
20«23 February 19901n New York. They further agreed that the special
session should produce a political declarationand a concrete and

realistic glabalprogramme of actionwhich would deal with all aspects of
the drugs problem.

75; The Mintsters commended andwelcomed the initiative of the
8ritish Government to host a World Ministerial Sumi¢ to Reduce Demand for
Drugs and to Combat the Cocaine Throat from 9-11 April 1990 in London,

76. . The Ministers noted with satisfaction the esntinued cooperation
and collaboration between ASEANand the EC on drug matters. The ASEAN
MInlsters expressed thefrappreciation to the CC for its assistance for
the ASEAN-EC drug related projects In the areds of drug prevention,
treatment and rehabiiitation,

ENVIRONMENT

77. The Ministers rscognised that threat to global enviramment s a
shared responsibility which requires urgent and appropriate {aternational
action. They agreed tka’ the protectionof the enviromment should be
viewed in g balanced perspective and that due emphasis be accorded to
promot 1ng economic growth snd sustainable development.

78. TheMinisters noted that, the ASEAN Heads of Government at their

Third Summit in Manila in December, 1987 had adopted theprinciple of

systainable development, including the incorporation of environmental

concerns into economic planning and policies and aqread 10 integrate el

sustainable development Into economic activities of ASEAN, REST COPY AVAILJ
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79. The. Ministers also noted that the Eyropean Environmenta) Agency
would become operational in the Current year and will provide a valuadle
source of Advice expertise And assistance.

§0. The ASEAN Ministers were informed that the EC nas taken, or (s in
tne process of %taking, A number of decisions of immediate effect, in
particular with regdrd to glodbal environmental protection:

- the early implementation of, and at a faster rate, the
Helsink! decistons on the eradication of
chloroflurocarbons;

the launching of d prigramme o f action on the “green
house” effect;

accession to theBasle Convention on movements of
dangerous waste and fts strict application tn respect of
theexport of such waste to the developing countries;

. the drawing up Of A programme for troptca) forest
assistance.
81. These rctlons, coupled with support for 1nternational

negotiations and tiie integration of envirommontal issues into mutually
beneficial cooparation with developing countrieswere indicative of the

European Community's strong commitment tothe preservation of global
environment,

82. T™he HInlsters agreed thatto ensure A moreintegratedapproachto
environmente! and development problems, developing countries' adilityto
respond to envirenmentafconcerns must be strenghtuned. In this context,

they agreed thatenviroment concerns should be A major Issue but should
not be usedte Introduce » new form of ¢conditionality in add snd
devaelopmentfinrnclng. The EC Ministers also agreed Loconsiderassisting
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the upgrading of ASEAN's facilities, capabilities and axpertisein the
areas of management of natural resources and environment monitoring
through tecnnical and financie) assistance.

83. The Ministers noted with great intarcst the Langkawi Qeclaration
on Environment Issued by the Heads of Government Of the Commonwealth in
October 1989, and strongly welcomed the programme of action contained in
the Declsration and the convening of the UN Conference on Environment and
Development in 1992, They 4ls0 welcomed the convening of the Asta Pacific
Ministeria) Conference on Envirnnment organised by ESCAP which is
scheduled to take placa in Thailand ia the 1aler half of 1990,




