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The me~ting was called to order at 3.25 p.m.

AGENDA ITm 39 (conti nued)

I;QESTIDN OF PALESTINE

(a) REtoRT OF THE CDMMITTEE ON THE EXERCISE OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE
PALESTINIAN PEX)PLS (A/44/35)

(h) REtoRT OF THE SE~ETARY-GENERAL (A/44/73U

(c) DRAFT RESOWTIDm {A/44/L.43 to A/44/L.45. A/44/L.50. A/44/L.Sl/Rev.,U

(d) REtoRT OF THE FIFTH CDMfUTTEE (A/44/846)

The PRESIDENT, May I remind reprasentatives that the debate on this item

was concluded at the 71st plenary meeting. held on Fridav. 1 December.

We will nON turn to the considl! ration of draft resolutions A/44/t. 43,

A/44/t. 44. A/44/t.. 45. A/44/L. SO and A/44/L.5llRev.l.

In this regard I reiterate my appeal to the sponsors not to Press draft

resolution A/44/L.50 to a vote. I\ccordingly. I wish to propose that consideration

of agenda item 39 not be concluded and. specifically, that consideration of the

draft resolution be deferred.

I call on the representative Or Egypt, in hie capacity as Chairman of the

Group of Arab Sta tes.

Mr. BADAMI (EgyPt) (interPtet~tion from Arabic), I ~ave the honour to

address the General Assembly today in my caPacity as Chairman of the GrOUD of Arab

States at the United Nations. I should like to put before the .delegations here

a8s~mbled a few remar~8 in connection with what you have just statp.d,

Mr. President, concerning one of the draft resolutions under discussion.

10 start with, it may be appropriate for me to shed some light on the nature

of draft resolution A/44/t.. SO. which is basically the result of the new Palestinian

trends that initiated historic transformations on the international scene during

the meetings of the General Assembly held in Geneva laRt December.
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{Mr. Badawi, Egypt}

In essence, the draft resolutiG~ is not ~ amb~tious one. For practical

reasons it closely follows the provisions of General Assembly resolution 43/177,

wherehy the General Assembly acknowledged the proclamation ~ the Palentine

National Council of the State of Palestine - that historic event which, God

willing, will be translated into reality in the near future.

The purpOse of draft resolution A/44/L.50 was not to solicit international

~ecognition for the State of Palestine, that recognition has already taken place.

Over 100 States have now recoqnized the State of Palestine. It has also acceded to

full membership in the Non-Aliqned Movement, on an eaual footinq with the other

Stat~s members of the Movement. The objective of the draft resoluti~n was to give

new Political momentum to the search for a solution to the Question of Palestine

and to reaffirm the reauirement that the Palestinian State participate in all

efforts ained at achieving a peaceful settlement of the Middle East problem, the

core of which is the auestion of Palestine, and thus to ensure the full

implementation of the letter and spirit of General Assemblv resolution 43/177,

particularly with regard to the position of the Palestine delegation to the United

Nations.

The debates held in the General Assemhly, and the impOrtant statements made by

various delegations, confirm that the principal objectives contained in the draft

resolution have actually been achieved. They provi~ ne~ eviden~ of full

international aCknowledgement of the gains made by the Palestinian cause as well as

of the major role Played by the Palestine Liheration Orqani~ation (PLO), and its

wise le~dership, in all the stages of the international effort to promote peace.

They also reaffirm the need for PLO par~icipation in all initiatives in that

direotion, with a view to the convenlnq of the International Peace Conference on

t~e Middle East, under the auspices of t~e United Nations, that ~ould ensure a ;ust
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(Mr. Badawi, Egypt)

and comprehensive peace in the Middle East through the realization af the

Palestinian people's national legitimate ri~hts and the establishment of its own

State.

The intensive and continuous oonsultations in the General Assembly over past

few days have established beyond a shadow of a doubt certain facts that we must

constantly keep in mind to ensure the proper functioning of the Organization and

increase its effectiveness in the cOnsidera tim of all Ma tters of concern to the

international oommunity. Those facts are especially manifested in the

international oomml.l'lity's rejection, in form and in substance, of any pressure or

threat, regardless of their source. They also reaffirm that all of us must abide

by the United Nations Charter in letter and in spirit to preserve the

Organi~ation's role and en~ure that it can work in a oonstructive and democratic

atmosphere to the benefit of all, in order to honour all the contractual

obligations we have taken upon ourselves. In this oonnection, the statements made

by you, Mr .. President, and by the Secretary-General have clearly enunciated and

reaffirmed all these facts ..

In my capacity as Chairman of the Group of Arab States, I wish to express our

deep regret at the steps taken by the United States and at its threats with regard

tD draft resolution A/44/L. SO. The United States 113 a permanent member of the

Security Council and, as SUCh, bears special and e~tremely sensitive

responsibilities vis-a-vis the maintenance of international peace and security

Wlder the Cbar ter.

In the light of those facts and in response to the appeal made by you, Sir,

the Group of Arab States, sponsors of draft resolution A/44/L.50, will not insist

at present on that dr~ft resoluti()nheing put to the vote. However, we reQuest

that the i tern -The Question of Palestine- rem in open for diRCUSRion.
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(~Ba.dawi. Q)yPt)

I wish to seize this opportunity to extend my sincerest thanks to all the

friendly States that have expressed their support for our efforts in line with

their consistent backing for the Arab and Palestinian cause. The Group of Arab

States, and the Palestinian leadership in particular, have proved once again, by

this stance, that they have a keen inte~est in co~rdinating their efforts within

the framework of the Orqanization, in a manner that ensures and safeguards the

ultimate interest of the international community and enhances the effectiveness of

the United NationR as the corner-stone of the contemporary international system.

They have demonstrated their fait~ in the fact that the peace-lovi~ States Members

of the United Nations will spare no effort to bring about the Israeli withdrawal

from the occupied Arab territories and enable the Palestinian people to exercise

i~~ right to self-determination and establish its State on its national soil.

The PRESIDENT, I wish to thank Mbassador Badawi of Egypt for the

constructive statement he has just made. In the light of that statement I

understand that the sponsors of draft resollltion A/44/L.SO, in response to my

apPeal, do not insist that the draft resolution be put to a vote.

May I therefore take it that it is the Assembly's wish that consideration of

agenda item 39 not he concluded at this time and that consideration of draft

resolution A/44/L. SO is deferred?

It was 90 decidp.d.

The PRESIDENT, I now call on the representative of Yugoslavia, who will

sPeak in his capacity as Chairman of the Co~rdinatirq Bureau of the Non-Aligned

Movement.

Mr. PEJ~ (Yugoslavia), The efforts to break the hlockade of the process

of the peaceful solution of the problem of Palestine through the introduction of

draft resot ution A/44/L. 50 on the statuI; of Palesti. ne i.n the Uni toed Nations enioyed
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(Mr. Pejic. Yugoslavia)

the support and understanding of the non-aligned countries. The developments tbat

followed those efforts demonstrated in a meal dr~matic way the gravity and

complexity of what, at this moment, is probably the most difficult and important

international proolem. The intifadah. the two~ear-long upr isin9 of the

Palestinian people against foreign domin&tion and occupation, received the broadest

supPOrt \, 'i sympathy during the General Assembly's debal·.e on this problem at this

seas ion. This has once aga in emphas ized the need to find an urgent solu tion to the

problem of Palestine on the basis of the realization of the legitimate tights of

the Palestinian people to self-determination and independence.
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The debate also reaffirmed the pod tion of the vast majority in this

Organization that the PaleRtine Liberatlon Orqanhation (PID) is the legitimate:

representative of the Palestinian people. It stressed also that the PI/) is a

lightful and must be an eQuitable partner in all endeavours to initi~te a peace

process and that "ithout its full participation trom the beginning there can be no

laating and comprehensive soluti~n to the problem of Palestine. ThiR reality must

be understood also by thQse forces in Israel. that opt)ose a just and comprehenshe

sOlution, as well as by those major international factors that can contrlbute to

the opening of the peace process.

We therefore Pflint out once again the justifiahle reQlIest by Palestine that

the present reali ties he a~auately reflp.cted by the ~doption of l!Iln appropr la te

resolution bV the General Assembly on the representation of Palestine in the United

Nations. This reQuest has its firm legal baRts in General Assembly ~eAolution

181 (11). The non-~li9ned countries wlll continue to extend ~ctive support to

Palestine's reQuest to he accorded its rightful ~t~tU8, for which the foundation~

were laid by the adoption of Generd Assembly resol ution 43/177 last yea r. We

resolutely call on those that continue to oppose this 1U1!!1t reauest by Palestine to

reconsider their position in the interest of ~ speedy and peaceful solution to the

prohlem of Palestine and to make a contr:ibu tion towards the lIIettlellent of this

issue in a constructive manner.

The non-aliqned countries categorically rejected the pressures that were used

in connection with the consider."tion of this reailest, which at one point thre..tened

to throw the world OrqGnizati~n into criRis and call into Question itlll

functioninq. SUCh preRsure and threat5 are abfl!olutely unacceptable. There is no

need to repea~ that the United Nations was founded on the principle of the

90verelqn eQuality of countries, ~rrespp.ctive of thei~ Rize or military, political

or econoQie might.

_:.-:...........:.

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



NS/bh A/44/PV.76
12

(Mr. Pejic, YU90s1",vii!)

For the non-aligned countries and the great majority of Member States, the

United Nations has been, ~nd continues to be, the main democratic foruM in which

they can realize and protect thei~ vital interests through constructive and

eQuitable dialogue. Accordingly, the non-aliqned countries vill remain ~irm i~

defence of the democratic character ~f the United NationR and the principles ~f the

Charter bv making an active contribution to the creation of conditions fo! the

solution of outstanding inter~~tioft&l issues, amOng which the Question of PaleAtine

T~e promotion of an atmosphere of dialoque and the constructive soluti~n of

aststanding interna tioMl isflU.es cons titu te a test of responsibility and wisdOlll for

all Stat~s Members of the United Nations. By its flexibility and readinesA to

compromise, the delegation of Palestine has dellOnstrated its own poll tteal _turitv

and statesmanlike wisdom. At the flame time it has provided the most elOQuent proof

of ita deterlbined orientation towaros dialoq~ MId neqoUations. We helieve that

its strategy for the peaceful AOlution of the problem of P.alestine, bY whiCh it h~s

acauired enormous poll tical capital, will soon brine) poll tical benefits in the form

of reeognitinn of the! leqitlllate right of the Palestinian people to

self-deternlnatton and independence.

The non-allqned countries expect that the iQpOrtance of this state8manlik-.

IlDve by Palestine will also he understood by thoRe that OPPORe the adoPtion of t"P.

draft resolution. We ~nsi~r that ~!l Member States should hear in mind the f~et

ttutt almst 100 countries have 90 far l'l!cognhed the Palestinian State and that it

h .. full me/llbf!f of the Non-Aligned Movement.

At the same time, I should 1he toO expreSR our A i"cere appr-.c ia tion to tn~

sponsors of draft resol utton "/U/L.. SO for thet r reaol ute suPport i:C)r the 1ust

reQuest of the Palestinians and for tne fleXibility and senAe of responsihility
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(Mr. Pejic, Yugoslavia)

they demonstrated in aqreeling that a Q!cision on the draft resolution be

pOstponed. The sponsors of draft resolution A/44/L.50 have thereby made an

important contribution to avertinq confrontation and polarization and maintaininq

the favourable ~tmosphere at this session, thus preserving the possibility of

initiatinCj a ~eaceful process towards a lasting and just solution C)f the problem of

P~lestine. In their decision, as ~ell as in all the negotiations that preceded it,

the sponsors of draft ~e8o'l.ution A/44fL.. SO enjoyed the full co"'Opention and

support of the non-aligned countries in the United Nations.

Mr. BLANC (France) Unterpretation from Frenchi t 'rM 'lVelve have already

had several ClPportuniti~s to SPe~k on the auestion of Palestine at the current

session. They have esPecially stressed the need to reach a lasting, just and

com~rehensive s~ttlement C)f thiR Question, which is at the heart of the

Israeli-Arab conflict. The States members of the European Community have

constantly stressed the need for ~ll parties to show moderation and to act

constructively. Thtiy are therefore happy to note that lID~ution has prevailed in

the matter under discussion and wish to make known their particular appreciation of

the spirit of compromise on all sides.

The TWelve reaefirm their 8ati~faction at the support given at the

Extraordinary Arah Sumllit Conference in Caslihlanca to the d!cis ions of the

Palestine National Council in Algiers regardinq acceptance of Security Council

rellolutions 242 U~67) and 338 (191]) and the resulting recoqnition of Isr.ael a s

r!9ht to ~xiat, as ~ell as the renunciati~n of t~rrorism.

The ~elve again empha8i2~ that in their ~pinton every aspect of the

IlIraeli~Arabconflict ~ust he lI~ttled within the framework of negotiations. Their

pMi tion concernlnca the fllP.ttlem&nt ()f thl't eonfl ietiR well kno"",. It "as lIet nut

in the Venic-. Declar.att.~n of June 1980 and in the Madrid Declaratio" of last June
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(Mr. Blanc, France)

and is predicated on two fundamental principles which in our view are indivisible,

the r1ght of all Stat~s in the region, includinq Israel, to security - that is, to

live within secure, recognized and guaranteed boundaries, and th~ right of all the

pe~ples of the region t~ ;ustic~, includinq recognition of the leqitimate rights of

the Palestinian people, among them its right to Aelf-dP.termination, with all that

that impl i~s.

The TWelve ate convinced that it is within the framework ~f an international

peace conference under the &uspic~s of the Uni ted Ha tions that a peaceful solu tion

based on the~e principles must be found. They believe that such a conference would

be an appropriab! forum for direct neqotiations between the parties concerned with

a view to a comprehensive, iust and lasting settlement. The TWelve reaffirm that

the Pales tine Libera tion Org aniza tion (PLO) m~t participa te in that process.

The serious situation in the occupied territories demons~ratP.s the urgent need

for a settlement and the importance of fostering this peace process. In this

connection, the TWelve encourage the efforts under way and hOPe that they will

become a constructive step on the ~O/)d towarrds the convening of an international

conference.
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Mr. FORTIER (Canada), I should like to join in the tribute that is being

paia to the sponsors of the d~aft resolution contained in doculR!nt A/44/L.50. The

spirit of compromise and the willinqness to engage in a dialogue with others that

they have demonstrated repeatedly during the past week has led to a s~lution whfcll

represents the United Nations at its best.

For its part, Canada will continue to play a role, here at the United Nations

as well as elsewhere, which we hope will con t ribu te tr.> the hu ilding of pelllce in tile

Middle East through a process of negotiatio~s between those most directly

concerned. Only through such a pro(:eas can a lastinq peace be built whic'" ",ill

enable all the inhabitants of the region to en;oy life in peace and security.

I am pleased to advise the General Assembly that New Zealand and Australia

have associated themselves with this statement.

Mr. ELIASSON (Sweden)1 I wish to join other representatives and, on

behalf of the Swedish delegation, commend and thank the sponsors of draft

resolution A/44/L.50 for their co~peration, which has enabled the General Asgem~ty

to deal constructively witll the issue before us in circumstances that have PORed a

IM jor Chalhnqe for the Uni ted Na tions. This ou tcome - the result of the work of

many good forc~s - will undoUbtedly facilitate the peace process in the Middle

East. In additiof\, it serves aB a ~eminder that the United Nations was crMt~d

above all to solve international p~ohlems, not to be a diyi~ive battlP.gfound.

I wish also to express our great apprec la tien of your personal efforts if\ t ... iR

matter, Mr. Presideh~. In t"'is connection. let me also stress how important it i~.

in our view, that con~ide~ation9 extraneous to the issues not be introduced, for

that could thr~aten the proper functioning of the United Nations. We must always

be guided by our Obligations under the Charter. The United Nations is our common

possession, to whiCh we owe a COlM\On cOlM\itm'l!nt. tP-t liS continue our work toqether

in this s,>irit.
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Mr. ZAC[filANN (German Democratic Republic) I In rtri capacity as Chairman of

the Group of Eastern European States, I should like to .,elco.. the wise agree!lent

on draft reeolution A/44/L.SO that was reached in the course of consultations

conducted by you, Mr. President, with tM parties concerned. It seems to me that

more time is needed to consider the draft. We therefore fully agreed with you~

proposal that conai deta tion of agenda i telll 39 - t\.Ies tion of Pales tine - not be

concluded and that further consideration of deaft resolution A/44/L.50 be

deferred. I believe that this will greatly facilitate the efforts to ensure that

no adverse conseauences arise for the PfOCeftS towards settle~ftt of the Middle East

conflict - a process for the i~itiation of which the Eastern European Group has

been _king every endeavour.. In ftPI viev, this is the most appropriate way of

advancintJ the interna tional process of dialoque and neqotta tion.

In this connectioh, we should like to eXPress our full a"paement with the

Secretary-General and with you, Mr. President, that the contributions of MeM~r

States to the budget of the 01'9anhation are legal Obligations under the Chart'!r

and cannot be linked to anythirw;J that happens in the General Assemh!y or elsewhere

in the Uni ted Nations.

It is OUt belief that the intricate structures of the Middle East conflict can

be disentangled only by way of a constructive dialoque and a fair balance of

interests between the sides involyed~ This position notwithstanding, we shall not

relent in our sUpPOrt f~r, and our solidarity wit~, the P~lesti"ian people i" its

efforts to win further international r~cog"1tion of the State of Palp-stine, and ~e

shall a1ao reNaln com~itted tD the furthe~ance of our friendly relations ~ith th~t

PeOPle. We are in Eavour of promotinq and advancin9 the 1ust cause of the

PaleaUn 1an people in the framework ()f the Uni ted Ha tions.
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(Mr. Zachaann, Ge~n De~ratlc

Reeu!!!!.!:.)

, ..;~

Inalien~ble Rights of the Palestinian People

-that the State of Pal~stine should be accorded its rightful place vithln the

iflternatlonal COfIlIUnity and the United Nations-. ,A/U/3S, para. lU)

In the future also we shall work r~solu~lV for the i~Ple"ntation of the

lnaUenablf!! r1qe-ts of the Pales tin ian people, led hV the Palestine LiMr. U()t~

Organiaation (PUO), its sole, legitiaate representative.

Mr. '1'ORNUDD (FinlMd), On behalf of the del~qation of FinlMd .. I "isn to

e~Press deep satl~faction at the ~tCQ.e of t~e intenRive d18cu88ion~ on draft

resolution A/44/L.50, "hich i~ due to the restf4int and th~ tes~nsiblebehav,our

of those pri~cipally concerned. We greatly 4Ppreciate the effofts that you,

Mr. President, have made in this connection.

The pOsition of Ftnland on the auestion of Pal.stl~e and the Middle East is on

the record. m our vietl, a Co.prehtmslve, 1ust and durable fIIettlellent can be

aChieved only through neqotlations on th~ basis of security Oouncil resolutlQna

242 (961) and 33ft (1973), guarMteeir4 the r:ight of all States in the.. reqion.

includi.ng Israel, to exht ",ithin secure and re<:Oqnhed noundarles, as tt.eU .u on

the hasis of Aflcurlr4 the leql tl. t.e rl9hts of the PalestlniaM, Includinq thtlir

tight to national self-det.e~lnation. In cur vie"o all parties concerned,

includlnq t~e PalesUn lans and the Palestine Libera tion Orqanha tion, at' their IlOItt

significant repre.entative, have the right to take Part 1n the negotiations on

their own future.

A cOGprehensive settle.ent of the conflict 1n the Middle East, the core of

tlhlch ls the Question of Palestlnlt, ls lort9 overdue. Therefo,'! it is vital that

the pr~ess t~ardD aChieving such a Bettt...~t be started effectively.
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T~e PRESIDENT, 1 call on the repregentative of Senegal, who, in her

capacity ~s Chairman of the Cbmmittee on the SRercise of the Inalienable Riqhts of

the Palestinian People, will inteoduce draft resolutions A/q4/L.43, A/44/L.44 and

A/44/t. 45.
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Mrs. DIALW (SeneqaU. O\airfftlln of the O:nnmitt'!e 01\ the Exercise of the

In~llenable ~iqhts of the Palt!stinian Peopl~ (interpretation froll French) t I

Should like to thmnk you~ Mr. Presid~nt, for once ~gain giving me the ~>rtunity

to address the Assembly in fri capacity as Q\airmm of the Q)ml&ittee on the E1cercise

of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, in order to introduce in the

General Aqsembly draft resolutions A/44/L.4). A/44/L.44 and A/44/L.4S, which deal

with the Question of Palestine. I am pleased to i.nform the Asselt'bly t.hat

Afqhanistan. the German Democratic Republic and !Uqoslavia have also become

spOnsors.

These draft resolutions are basically the same as those introduced in previous

years with a view to enabling the COmmittee, the Division for Palestinian Riqhts

and the Department of Public Information to carry out their programmes of work in

keeping with the programme budget estahlished for the biennium 1990 to 1991.

By draft resolution A/44/L.43 the General Assembly would endorse the

recOOli1l!ndations in the Cbmmittee's report and draw the attention of the Security

Council to the fact that it has not yet taken actibn on those recommendations,

which, had they been implemented, could have made a significant contdbu tion to

finding a settlement of the auestion of Palestine.

By the draft resolution the Assembly would also invite the Q)mmittee to

conti~ue to keep under review t~e situation relating to the Question of Palestine

and to report and make suggestions to th.e General Assembly or the Security Q)uncil,

as appropriatel to exert all efforts to promote the implementation of its

recanmenda tions, to carry out its procu~amme of seminars, sympOlll ia and tRee tinqs fn('

non-qovernmental organizations concerned to cnntinue to extend its co-operation to

those organizations, Md to t"A!ce the necessary steps to expand its contacts with

them. It would reauest the United Nations Conciliation Commission for Palestine
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Rights of the Palestinian People)

and other Un1 ted Na tions bOdies that deal vi th the QUes tion of Pal,!s tine to

continue to co-operate fully with the Cbnmi ttee. Lastly, the Assembly could ask

the Cbnualttee to repOrt to it ",t its forty-fifth session.

Draft resolution A/44/L.44 deals specifically with the role of the Secretariat

in the settlement of the Question of Palestine. The General Assembly would reauest

the Secretary-General to provide the Division for Palestinian Rights with the

necessary resources to ensure thl)t it continues to discharge the tasks detailed in

previous resolutions, including the organization of seminars, meetings and symposia

for non~overnmentalorganha tions, as well as the prepara tion of studies and

infor~tion material.

In the draft resol ution the Assembly would invi te all Governments and

organizations to assist the Cbmmittee and the Division for: Pale~tinian Rights in

performing their tasks. I should like to mention here that, as the General

Assembly knows, the Division, thanks to the dedication and competence of its staff

and the objectivity it has shown in carrying out its tasks, has succeeded in making

international public opinion aware of the QUestion of Palestine.

Draft resolution A/44/L.45 relates to the rote of the Department of Public

Infotmtion. The Committee is extremely gratefUl to that Department for tM

suppOrt it has always given the Committee with a view to the achievement of its

objectives. The Department's contribution is especially important and that is why

this draft resOlution is ~ow before the Assembly. Its aims is to invite the

Department to continue - in close co-operation with the Committee on the Exerci!:;e

of the Inalienable Rights of the ~lestinian People - its special information

programme on the Question of Palestine foe the biennium 1990 to 1991. with

Particular emphasis on public npinion in Europe and in North America, to continue
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to disseminate infornwstion on a.ll the activities of the United Nations system

relating to the Question of Palestine, to continue to issue and update publications

on the various aspects of the QUestion of Palestine, to expand its audio-visl1a.l

material, and to organize fact-finding missions and encounters for journalists.

These three draft resolu tions have tradi tionallY received the uncondi tional

support of the vast major! ty of Member States in the General Asse\tt)ly. Hence, on

behalf of the sponsors, I aSk all de.\ega tions to vote overwhelming~y in favour of

their adoPtion in order once again to express solidarity with the Palestinian

people.

The ~ESIDENT, I shall now call on those representatives who wish to

explain their vote before the voting on any or all of the draft resolutions in

documents A/44/L.43, A/44/L.44. A/44/L. 45 and A/44fL.Sl/Rev.l.

May I remind representatives thatl in accordance with General Assembly

decision 34/401, explanations of vote are limited to 10 minutes and should be made

~ delega tions from their seats.

Representatives will also have an opportunity to explain their vote after all

the votes have been taken.

Mr. PICKERING (United States of America), In It'ti remarks to the General

Assembly on 1 December, I discussed the viellfS of the Uni ted Sta tea on the

fundamental issues involved in hringing peace to the Middle East, as well as our

vision of a realistic framework for reaching a negotiated settlement. We have ~lso

li~tened carefully to the views expressed hy others in their statements on this

important issue. Much haR been said here about the need to lOOve the Deace proce~9

forward, and the Uni~d States fully concurs.
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The Assembly is now ready to vote on a number of draft resolutions which are

not new, in documents A/44/L.43, A/44/L.44 and A/44IL.45. They endorse the

activities of various United Nations orqans that are dedicated to expounding a very

one-sided perspective on the Palestini~n issue. In perpetuating an unbalanced

picture of this complex problem those United Nations bOdieR do not contribute to

Rerions efforts bo achieve peace, and in that sense, in our view, they do a

disservice to the real interests of the Palestinian people in achieving a

comprehensive and just peace. The. United States utges the United Nations organs

concerned to re-examine their programmes and dispense with unproductive polemics,

focusing instead on positive, practical action that would create an atmOSPhere more

conducive to the search for peace. For those reasons, the Uni ted Sta .tes will vo te

against these draft resolutions.

Draft resolution A/44/L.Sl/Rev.l, on convening the International Peace

Conference on the Middle East, fails to address the central importance of direct

negotiations between the parties. The United States believes that direct

negotia tions are essential to concluding a just and las ting peace. In this regard,

we have said that at the appropriate time we could support a properly structured

interna tional conference - one designed to faciti ta te direct negotia tions between

the parties concerned. We cannot suppOrt, however, the type of conference proposed

in draft resolution A/44/L.S1IRev.1.
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Instead of addressing the importance of direct negotiations, the draft

resolution prescribes certain ·principles for the achievement of comprehensive

peace", thereby purporting to determine in advance issues that must be resolved in

neqotia tions. We do not bel ieve a oonfetence should have the authori ty to impose a

prescribed solution Or to overturn agreements reached between the parties.

In our view, draft resolutions such as A/44/L. Sl/Rev.l CD not further the

prospects for peace in the region but rather impose obstacles to arriving at direct

negotiations. For these reasons we cannot support this draft resolution and we

will vote against it.

Finally, I wish to repeat for the record that my Government objects to phrases

such as "Palestinian territory occupied since 1967, including Jerusalem". As we

have said, we oonsider that these phrases describe the territories demographically,

are limited to territories occupied!n 1967 and do not prejudge their status, which

can be resolved only through negotiations. We are convinced that Jerusalem must

remain undivided, but that its final status should be &cided through negotiations.

Mr. FORTIER (Canada): Canada will vote this year in favour of the draft

resolu tion calling for the convening of an interna tional peace conference -

A/44/L. Sl!Rev.l. My delegation has Changed its vote from an abstention for two

reasons.

First, the ongoing intifadah, now two years old, has made it clear that the

status quo in the occupied terd tories is untenable and that this is a dispu te for

which a negotiated settlement must be found. Secondly, Canada has been encouraged

bV the various positive political developments over the past months, Which have

witnessed notable movement towards a dialogue between Israel and the Palestinians.

The Israeli Government's welcolM May initiative and the later suqqestions offelred

by Egyptian President Mubarak and Uni ted States Secretary of State Baker are
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important steps alol~ this path, as today's encouraging announcement in Washington

underlines. We believe that a dialogue het~een the main parties directly involved

could provide the necessary preliminary negotiations that would create a prop! tious

climate for the convening of an inte rnational peace conference. As the Car.adian

Government underlined in a statement earlier this year, we believe the fundamantal

principles for a comprehensive settlement are those contained in Security COuncil

resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973), which provide for the exchange of land for

peace and security for all States in the region.

Although my delegation will vote in favour of the draft resolution, we

maintain serious reserVoations about several elements in paragraph 3 which do not

reflect current realities and circumstances, which have changed much with the

passage of time. Among those elements are references to the problem of Palestinian

refugees and the States named in resolution 181 (11). We also cannot e~dorse fullY

the new sixth preambular paragraph as drafted, because it is unbalanced.

Finally, my delegation wishes to record that we understand the term -the

occupied Palestinian terribory· to mean the West Bank. Gaza and East Jerusalem,

which have been under Israeli occupation since 1967. The Canadian vote today in

favour of the draft resolution does .not indicate any change in the view of my

Government on the status of the9~ territories.

The PIUSIDlll4T, The Assembly will now take decisions on the draft

resolutions before it.

The report of the Fifth Committee on the programme budget implications of

draft resolutions A/44/t. 43, A/44/L.44 and A/44/L.45 is in document A/44/846.

The Assembly will hegin the voting process by taking a decision on A/44/L.43.

A recorded vote has been reques ted.
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In favour, Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Batbuda,
Arqentina, Bahalllas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados. Benin, Bhutan,
Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Datussalaa, Bulgaria, Butkina
raao, Burundi, 8yelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cameraon.
Cape Verde, Central At dcan Republic, Qlad. Qlile, China,
Colombia, Cbnoros, Congo, COAta Rica, OSb!! d'Ivoire, Cubit,
CYPrus, ~echoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea, Democratic Yemen,
Djibouti, &::uador, Egypt, El Salvador, Bthiopia9 Fiji. Gabon,
(;anoia, German DellOCratic Republic, Q\an~h Greece, Grenada,
Guatemala, Guinea, Q.linea-Biss8u, Guyana, Haiti, Hungary, IndiA,
Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan,
Kenya, Kuwait, lao People's Denncratic Republic, Lebanon,
Iesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malawi,
Malaysia. Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico,
Mongolia, Morocco. MozambiClue, Mo,anmar, Nepal, Nicaragua. Niger,
Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Panal'ftag Papua New Glinea, Paraqu.v.
Peru, Philippines, Poland, Qatat, Romania, Rwanda, Saint Kitts
and Nevis, Saint tocia, saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samo",
Sao 1bme and Principe, Saudi Arabia, senegal, seYChelles, Sierra
Leone, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somal ta, Spain, Sri Lanlca,
Sudan, Suriname. Swaziland. Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Tbgo.
Trinidad and 'lbbago, Tunisia, 'furkey, ~andat Ukrainian Soviet
Sociali~t RePUblic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. United
Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania. Uruguay, Vanuatu.
Venezuela. Viet Nam, Yemen. Yugoslavia, Zaire. Zambia, Zimbabwe

Against, Dominica. Israel, United States of America

Abstaining, Australia, Austria, Belgium. Belize, Canada. Denmark, EQuatorial
Glinp.4, Finland. France. Germany, Federal Republic of, Iceland,
Ireland, Italy, Japan, LuxembOurg, Netherlands, New Zealand,
Norway, Portugal, Sweden, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

~!.~_.~solution A/44/L.43 waR adopted hy 132 votes to 3, with 21 abstentions
(resolutioN 44/41 A).

The PRFS IDENT, The Assembly will now take a decis ion on draft resol ution

A/44/L.44.

A recorded vote has been reQuestl!d.

A recorded vote was taken.

Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda.
Arqentina. Bahamas. Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados. Benin, Bhutan,
Bolivia, Botswana. Brazil, Brunei DaruRsalam, Bulqaria. Burkina
Faso, Burundi. Byelorussian Soviet Soci~list Rapublic, Cameroon.
Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Chileg China,
Colomhia, Cbnoros, Conqo, Costa Rica, COb! d'Ivoire, Cub""
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CYPrus, C~echoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea, Democratic Yenen,
Djibouti, Q:uador, Egypt" El Sahador, EQuatorial <lI!ne""
Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, Ganbia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana,
Greece, Grenada, Guateula, Guinea, Glinea-8lssau, QJyana, Hal tt.,
ItIngary, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic RePUblic of), Iraq,
Jallllllica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, tao People's DellDcrat!c Gepublic~

Lebanon, LesothO, Liheria, Libyan Arab Jamhiriya, Madagalllcar,
Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius,
Mexico, Monqolia, Morocco, Moz!lflbiQue, Iltianmar, Nepal, Nicaragua,
Niger, Niger 1&, Oman, Pakistan, Panalla, Papua New Q.aine... ,
Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda,
Saint Kitts and Ne~is, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadlnes, Samoa, Sao 1bne and Principe, Saudi Acabla, Senegal,
Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, SOlomon Islands, Somalia,
Spain, Sri tan~a, Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Syrian Arab
Repuhlic, '!'tl,lJlUand, 11bqo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tuniaia, Turkey,
Uqanda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet
SocialiRt Repuhlics, United Arah Emirates, United Repuhlic of
Tanzania, Ur\.ICJuay, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen,
YUgORlavia, Zaire, Zambi3, Zimbabwe

~ainst' Dominica, Israel, United States of America

Abstaining' Austral la, Austria, Belg lum, Belizp., Canada, Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, Federal Repuhlic nf, Iceland, Ireland, Italy,
Japan. wxembOu£CJ, Netherlands. New Zealand, Norway. Portugal,
Sweden, United Kingdom of Great Brit~in and Northern Ireland

Draft resolu tion A/44/L. 44 was adopted by 133 votes to 3, with 20 abstentions
(resolution 44/41 B).

The PRESIDENT, The Assembly will now take a decision on draft resolution

A/44/L.45.

A recorded vote hms been reauested.

A recorded vote was tak'!!n.

In favouu Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola" Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Austria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, B,ubado9,
Benin, Bhutan, 801 ivil1, Botswana" Brazil, Brunei Darussalam,
Bulqaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad,
O1ile, 011na, Colombia, (bIIIOros, Congo, castn Rica, COtP.
d'Ivoirp., CUba, CYprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea,
Denncrl'ltlc .Yemen, Djibf)uti, Ecuador, ECJ'ipt, El Salvad.;,t,
Eau3torial Guine4, Ethlopia, Fiji, Finland, Gabon, Gambia, German
Denocra tic Repuhlic, Ghana, Greece, GreMda, Guatemala" GJinea,
Guin~~i9sau, Guyana, Haiti, HUngary, India, Indonesia, Iran
(Islamic Repuhlic of), Iraa, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao
People's Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan
Arab Jamahiriya, Macbgascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, M61li,
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MaltG, Mauritania, ~uritius, Mexico, Mongoli~, Morocco,
MozambiQue, Myanmar, t@pal, Nicaragua, Niger~ Nigeria, Oman,
PakiAtan, Panau, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines,
Poland, Qatar, Rollania, Rvanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Sdnt
Lucia, Saint Vincent 3nd the Geenadines, Samoa, Sao 1b.e and
Pti~ipe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, seychelles, Sierra Leone,
Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanta, Sudan,
SUtinaNe, ~aailand, Sweden, Syrian Arab Repuhlic, ~iland,

1090, Trinidad and 1bbago, TUnisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian
Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Qapubllc8,
United Arab Emirates, U"ited Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay,
Va~uatu, venezuela, Viet Nam, Yellen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambi,.,
Zilllbabwe

Againstl Dominica, Israel, United States of Americ~

Ahstainioql Australia, Belgium, Belize, Canada, Denmark, France, Ger_any,
Pede ral Republic of, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, wxembou rq,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, ibctugal, United Kingdam of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland

Draft resolution A/cl4/L. 45 W88 adopted by 136 vote9 to 3, with 17 abglenUons
( resel ution 44/41 Cl.

The P.lESIDfN'l', The Assembly will now take a d!!cil:lion on draft resolution

A/44/L.Sl!Rev.l.

A recordod vote haR been reauested.

A recorded vote v. tak2.

In favouu Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angol~, Antiqua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Australia, AUBtria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Banqladesh,
Barbadca, Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil,
Brunei Defusealam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, ByeloruBsian
Soviet Socialist Republic, Cameroon, Canada, Cape Verde, central
African Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colomhia, Co ID:)rOs, COnqo,
Costa Rica, COte d'Ivoire, CUba, QvpruR, CzechoRlovakia,
DelllOcratic Kampuchea, De1lDcratic Yemen, Denmark, DjibOuti,
ECuador, Eqypt, El Salvador, l~uatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Fiji,
Finlllnd, Prance, GabOn, Gambia, German Democra tic RePublic,
Germany, Federal Republic of, Gha"8, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala,
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, (\lyana, Haiti, Hungary, Iceland, Indi,.,
Indonesia, IraQ, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya,
Kuwait, lao People's DelllOCratic RepUblic, Lebanon, Lesotho,
Liberia, Libyan Arab Jalllahitiya, u.utemhoUrq, Madagascar, Mala"i,
Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico,
Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Nepal, Netherlands, New
Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, OIIIan, Pakistan,
Panama, Papua New Guine~, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, POland,
JiOrtugal, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, saint Kltts and Nevis, Saint
Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Sa~a, Sao 1bme and
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Principe. Saudi Arabia. Senegal. Seychelles. Sierra Leone.
Singapore, Solomon Islands. So~lia. Spain. Sri Lanka. Sudan.
Suriname. Swaziland. Sweden. Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand.
'1l)go. Trinidad and Tobago. Tunisia, Turltey. Uganda, UkrainiAn
Soviet Socialist Republic. Union of Soviet Social ist Republics.
uni ted Arab El1lirates, Uni ted Kin9dom of Great Br1tai.. and
Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzani~, Uruguay, Vanuat~,

venezuela, Viet Ham. Yemen, YU90s1avia, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbab~p.

Against, Dominica, Israel. United States of America

Abstaininq, Bel!~e

Draft resolution A/44/t. 5l/Rev.l ~as atbpted by 151 ~otes to 3, ~ith

1 abstention (resolution 44/42).
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The ~BSiDEN_T, I shall now call on delegations Which wish to explain

their vote. I rellind delegations that, in accordance with General Assembly

decls1()n 34/401, explanatione of votes ate Umi ted to 10 minutes and should be made

bY delegations from their seats.

Mr. AL-MASRI (Syrian Arab Republic) (interpretation from Arabic) I The

vote of the delega tion of the Sy dart Arab Republic in favour of dra ft reBolu tion

A/44/S1IRev.l does not imply recogni tion of Israel, whiCh does not recognhe the

national rights of the Pal~stinian people and continues to occupy the Syrian Alab

Golan Haights and other Arab territories, in contravention of United Nations

resolutions and the principles of international laws.

Mr. II>SSEINI (Islamic Republic of Iran) I My delegation di.d not

participate in the voting on draft resolution A/44/L.Sl/Rev.l. Our deei~ion in

this regard was not made because we do not whole-hea rtedly support the inti fadah of

the Palestinian people or because we do not hold that the Zionigt entity has

illegally occupied the land of Palestine and consistently committed crimes of e~erv

kind against Palestinians. Our decision was mainly based on the fact that the

draft resolution does not call for the exercise of the inalienable right of the

Palestinian people to self-determination and to establish their own independent

State in the entire land of Palestine, which has been occupied by Zionist usurpers

since 1948. Any decision, resolution or conference that ~ontradict~ this

Palestinian right and directly or indirectly implies any rec09nition of the ~ionist

bue is not acceptable to the MlJliIlim !!!!!!!.e

MV delegation does not recognize a non-Balestinian State in the land of

Palestine. That land is an IAlamic· land and Zionist forces must withdraw

unconditionally from all Palestinian territories, including those occupied prior to

1961.
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Mt. ~~ (Japan)~ Japan supports the convening of an international

p~ce conference on the Middle East, in the belief that an int~r"ational fram~or~

of some sort is needed for the ~ettlement of the Middle East pea~ iss~e and that

it is necessarv to maintain the peace process in the interest of th~ stahility of

the Middle East. My delegation theref.ore voted itl favour of draft resolutiC)n

A/44/Lo 51/Rev.l.

Wi th regard to the phrase,

IIto place the Palestinian tE"rril:/)ry occupied since 1967, including Jerusalem,

under the supervis ion of the United Na tions for " limited pe dod, •

in paragraph 4 of that resolution, my Government would like to study carefully the

~tails of the modality of that supervision.

Mr. FREUOmSCIIJSS (Austria), Austria has repeatedly had the opportuni ty

to explain its position on the QUe~tion of Palestine. This position, ~~ich i~ ~ell

known and has been consistent over the years, is the reason why we abstained, as in

the case of similar draft resolutions in previous years, on dr.. ft resolutionlll

A/44/t. 43 and A/44/L. 44.

In view of valuable acti vities unde rtaken by the Department of Public

Information with regard to the auestion of Palestine, A~tria voted in favour nf

draft resolution A/44/L.45.

Owing to its long-standing commi tment to the ea rly convening of an

international peace conference on the Middle East, Austria, as with !=Jimilar draft

resolutions in the past, also voted in favour of drait resolution A/44!L.5l/Rev.l.

In concluding, let me express Austria'S appreciation of the spirit C)f

compromise that hag prevailed today. It is indeed this Bpirit that will hp.

necessary to arrive at a duranle, just and comprehensive solution of the auestion

of Palestine which is the core of the Middle East problem. In the meantime Austria

continues to recoqnhe the Palestine LiMration Organization (Poo) as the sole:!
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representative of the P.al~$ti"ian people and the procl.mation of a F41estinian

State aR an ~xpreBsion of their right to self-deter~inatlon.

Mr. TELLMANN (Norway). Nor",ay V'Oted in favour of draft resolution

A/44/L.Sl/Rev.l, which contains essential ele~nt8 for the aChievement of peac& in

the Middle EMt. We should, however, l!lee to repeat QUI' concl!I'm to ensure that the

mocJaUti4s of the peac@ conference and the conb!nt and fUllIeWork of the

negotiations bI! fUlly decided upon by the parties themselvefl. We believe that it

ia of the utmost importance that Israel and the Palestinians seize the opportunity

fOf progress tovards negotiations. Efforts shauld be made on both sides to build

trust 80 that the circle of violen~ and hatred may e~entually he hroken and

negotiations bear fruit. We, as a world community, have a responsihilitV to aid i~

this proeess.

Mr. VAN SCHADC (Netherlands), The Netherlands voted in favour of draft

resolution A/44/L.51/Rev.l because ~e RUpPOrt the convening of &n internati~al

peace conference on the Middle East. A well-Rtructured conf~renc-. held at the

right moment could indeed provide a sultahl~ forum for the necess&!y neqoti4tionR

between the parties most dt rectiy involved.

~ that the process of "e~ati&tionR may he successful and lead to a lasting

and comprehensive peace settlelMnt, the Nr!therlands regards it as an essp.ntial

preliminary reauirement that IS direct dialogue hetween Israel and the Pal~8tini~~s

be established. We support the ongoing effOrts to hring this about.

The Netherlands has certain re8e~vatlons on the wording of the resolution,

notably where it pronounces on issues v~i<:h, as of.et out In the venice and .Madrid

Declarations of the European Community, ~hould he addressed, &nd can only be

resolved, in negotiations proper. This concerns, among other thinqs, the issue of

secure and precise t,orders and the auestl,)n how to eesolve th~ reifuqee pr()~lem.
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The Question of settlements, which we have always considered to be illeg&l,

~ill also have to be addressed in the negotiations. The nature of possible

transitional arrangements is another matter that will require prior agreement

between the parties directly concerned.

All these issues, including the vital Question of the exercise of the right of

self-determination ~f the Palestinian people, require a comprehensive, just and

lasting settlement, which can be achieved only through negotiations.. We feel that

the process of negotiation should he followed in order to promote the settlement of

a burning issue that has remained unresolved for so long.

Mr. MUNTASSER (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) (interpretation from Arabic), The

del~~ation of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya voted in favour of all the draft

resolutions on the Question of Palestine. However, i~ would like to emphasize that

that in no way imples recognition - direct or indirect - of the Zionist entity.

This should be reflected in the offic ial records.

The PRESIDENT: I now call on the Observer of Palestine, in accordance

with resolutions 3237 (XXIX), of 22 November 1974, and 43/177, of 15 ~cember 1988.

Mr. TERZI (Palestine), It is almost midnight Palestine time, and our

people are all there waiting to hear the good news: 151 votes for the draft

resolution, with 3 against and 1 abstention, will encourage our people that the

peace process is under way. One must believe that, with a proportion of 50 to 1,

the cause of justice is better served.

Let me begin, Mr. President, by expressing great appreciation of your unending

efforts to overcome an obstacle that was unnecessarily raised by big announcements

from Washington, the capital of the United States. I also wish to express great

appreciation, on behalf of my people, those who are listening to us now, of the

effortq of the spbnsors of draft resolution A/44/L.SO and, more than appreciation,

resPect for their decision to yield to your appeal. The matter is still going on,

the struggle is long, but we shall persevere.
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The 1S1 votes give us greater conviction that come next summer the

Secretarv-General will not tell us that he could not convene the International

Peace Conference on the Middle East because one member of the Securit.y Council does

not believe in the process. We believe that that one member which has pro~ed to be

the obstacle may now yield to 151 other States and join in the peace process.

Last yea r President Arafat presented our peace ini tia ti ve to the Assembly,

albeit in a different locale, and we are committed to pursuing that peace

initiative. We all well recall that three weeks ago the General Assembly almost

unanimously endorsed a resolution on enha~cing international peace, security and

international co-operation in all its aspects in accordance with the Charter of the

Uni ted Na tions. We are delighted that at last the principles of the O1arter have

been reaffirmed. We know it took quite some time, but finally that re&ffirmation

became a reality. Everybody supported the resolution, but there is a heavier

resPOnsibility on those that sponsored it to adhere to what it says.

At this point it is important to refer to the declared post tion of the Uni tP.d

States Government as set out in the statement made on 1 Oacember. We admit that

the aim of affl move should be a comprehensive settlement and \fe believe that it il=!

a positive step by the United States Government to suggest that such a

comprehensive settlement should be

-based on United Nations Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and

338 (1973) ••• and legitimate political rights for the Palestinian people."

(A/44/PV.70; p. 13)

Yet, in thal same statement on 1 December, the representatiqe of the United States

said,

-the United StatP.s does not ~upport the creation of an independent Palestinian

State, nor can we support annexation or permanent Israeli ••• control of the

West Bank and Gaza. et (~.)
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(Mr. Terzi, Palestine)

I wonder what the [ep~esentative of the United States wants. What plan does

he have?

Here we pause to ask another QUestion. What are the legi timate pal itical

rights of the Palestinian people? Are not independence and freedom and all that

those concepts imply political rig~ts?

Againp it is clearly indicated in t~at statement that

·Principles alone, however, are not enough to move the parties forward

(~.)

...

There is an admission there that principles are the prime factor, if we do not

adhere to principles the world will be dealing with methods alien or even contrary

to what the United Nations was establis~ed for.

Among the principles enshrined in the Charter is the principle of

self-determination. Only yesterday, 5 December, the representative of the United

States said in a statement that was distributed here:

ROur Declaration of Independence contains principles that have inspired the

people of the world as they have sought self-determination."

Strange, is it not? We read in 'the Congressional Record of 5 June 1986 a letter

addressed to the Hon. Lee Hamilton l7/ the Department of State, which says,

.!.nte r alia,

"The te~m 'self-dete rmination' has in the Middle East context come to connote

the establishment of a Palestinian State. The united States does not support

the establishment of an independent Palestinian State. Therefore such a

reference ll
- thllt is, to self-detel::mination - "is i\Ot consistent with United

States POl icy. a

I wonder whethe~ self-determination means different thinqs in different

places. That is a matter that one should ponder on, particularly when dealing ",1 th

the Government of the United States.
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(Mr. Terzi. Palestine)

Th.~ resolution that "'as acbpted on "Enhancinq international peace. security

and international co~peration in all its aspects in accordance ",ith the Charter of

the Uni ted Nil tions", represents a landmark for us Pales tin ians. It "'as sponsored

by the United States. the Soviet Union and the members of the Security Council,

among others, and this was probably the first time the General Assembly witnessed

such joint constructive action. We believed it aug~red well, narticularly since it

affirned adherence to the principles of equal rights and self-determination of

peoples. So we hailed it then. The Palestinian people believed - or made

themselves believe - that the Un! ted Sta tes had acbpted a significant stand in its

"principled positions". But we have yet to see a concrete ~ealization of that

position, and, unfortunately, only yesterday tile representative of the United

States said something auite different.

But, again, how did the entire story start here? I shall not speak about 1917

or 1947, however, when one reads history one learns a great deal. Thus, in a

letter marked "Top Secret" and dated 19 January 1949, from the then Acting

Secretary of State, Rebert A. Iovett, to Mr. Mark F. Ethridge, the American

representative on the Palestine Conciliation Commission, a basic position was set

forth for guidance, as follows,

"Disposition of Arab Palestine" - just dispose of it, and here is how to do

it - "U. S. favours incorpora tion of grea ter part of Arab Palestine in

Trans-Jordan. The remainder might be divided among other Arah States as seems

desirable. "

What does that mean? Was it just a free-far-all? The~ were not satisfied with

partition only, they loIanted the mini-partition to be a mini-mini-partition.

Those directives were issued notlolithstandinq the so-called commitment by the

Uni ted Sta tea to carry out the terms of the parti tion plan. And what do we read in

that partition plan?
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(Mr. Terzi, Palestine)

"Independent Arab and Jewish States and the Special International Regime

for the City of Jerusalem ••• shall come into existence in Palestine ••• ".

(resolution 181 (U), part I A, para. 3)

We also read that the General Assembly called upon the inhabitants of Palestine to

take such steps as might be necessary on their part to put th~ plan into effect.

In its wisdom, the General Assemhly was also prepared for some eventualities when

it stressed that I

"The period between the adoption hy the General Assembly of its

recommendation on the auestion of Palestine and the estahlishw~nt of the

independence of the Arab and Jewish States shall be a transitional period."

(ibid., para. 4)

There was no prescription. There was no time-limit.

We are all aware that in November 1988 the Palestine National Council, on

behalf of the Palestinian people, took such a step and proclaimed the independent

State of Palestine. Yes, it is under foreign occupation, we all admit that. And

then, when we say "accept resolution 181 (11), with all that it implies", we are

t.old "then we will not pay you lOOney any lOOre ". That is an act of financ ial

terrorism.

If anything is to be deduced from that., it is that the United States

Government was never in favour of respecting its international legal obligations in

so far as such obligations are related to the future of peace in the Middle East

and to the future of the Palestinian people and Palestin ian terd tory - he it

independence or sel. f-deterl'llination.
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(Mr. Terzi, Palestine)

In a few days time, the llPrising of our Palestinian people will enter its

third year. The intifidah has over the past two years made enormou.q strides. Our

people will persist in its glorious uprising, demonst~ating heroism and making

sacrifices towards ending the occupa tion and establ ishing an independent Sta te of

Palestine.

One historical inevitability is that the people eventually will win. The

Uni ted Sta tes Mministra tion fully recognizes this fact. Being aware of the

inevitable victory of the Palestinian people and the eventual establishment of the

independent sovereign State of Palestine on the land of Palestine, it knows that

this victory and this State will inevitably be realized. Thus, the authorities in

Washington, D.C. resort to all possible means in order to put spikes in the wheel

of history in a bid to impede or postpone this historical inevitability. The State

of Palestine does exist, irrespective of all the pressure tactics, blacknail and

threats of financial sanctions against the United Nations, in the form of

withholding assessed contributions to the budget of the United Nations and its

agencies.

The escalation of the Palestinian uprising and the intensification of

poli tical action, led by the Palestine Libera tion Organiza tion (PLO), which

represents the provisional Government of Palestine, are factors that must be borne

in mind a t all times.

Our favourable respOnse to your appeal, Mr. President, not to press for a vote

on the draft resolution in Question represents a constructive steP. However, we

maintain that the draft resolution remains valid and relevant, and we intend to

resubmit it at a more appropriate time. At this time, what we have to do is pursue

fiUt efforts until the time is ripe, even though the United States Administration
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(M~. Ter~i, Palesti~)

might opt to maintain its obdurate position, because t.he right of the Palestinian

people is certainly too strong to be compromised by United States threats and

blackmail.

<continued in English)

As we are approaching Christmas, would it really be too much - or too

unrealistic - to hope that come next Christmas, in 1990, we shall all be toqether

to celebrate in ~ home town and in Bethlehem, the shepherds' field and Beit Sahur

a merry and peaceful Christmas, and a future of peaceful coexistence amongst

peoples and Stat~s?

The PRES IDENT, We have thu4 concluded this stage of our conside ration of

agenda item 39.

The meeting rose at 4.50 p.m.
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