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Caotrim r)n 8 and 9 May 1969, with tho request that it be circulated as an official
doczmeLt of the General Assembly under items 26, 30, 34, 36, 39, 44, 74, 63 and 109
of tire preliminary list.

(B.~~Iw!)  C h a r l e s  8, FLEMMING
Charge  d ’ a f f a i r e s  a.i.
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. . ANNEX

The Standing Committee of Minister0  responsible for Foreign Affairs of the
Caribbean Community (CARICOM) held itr Fifteenth Meeting at Ca&rier on 8 and
9 May 1989. Thi8 wae precaord by a Preparatory Meeting of Official6 on 4 and
5 May 1989. , The Meeting was attended by 11 of the 12 States comprising the
membership of the Standing Committee. The Head6 of Delegation wereal
Hon. Hugh Marshall, Minister in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Antigua and
Barbuda1 Hon. E. Charler Carter, Mini&or  for Foreign Affairrr, the Bahamart
Hon. Maurice King, Minister for Foreign Affairr, Barbados) Hon. Dean Barrow,
Minister for Foreign Affaira, Belioej H.E.  Mr. Franklin Baron, Permanent
Representative to the United Nationr, Dominica and High Connnirrioner  to the United
Kingdom1  Hon. Ben Jowe, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of External  Affairrr,
Grenadar  Cde. Rashleigh Jackson, Minimtrr  for Foreign Affairr, Guyaaar
Hon. David R. Coore,  Minister  for Foreign Affair6 and Foreign Trade, Jamaican
H.E. Dr, William V. Herbert, Ambarrador  Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary,
St. Kittr and Nevirr Hon. E. Neville Conac, Minister for Foreign Affairr, Saint
Lucia, and San, the Hon. Dr, SabRdeo Baedeo, Minirter  of External Affair8  and
International Trade, Trinidad and Tobago.

Mr. Roderick  Rainford, Secretary-General of the Caribbean Community, daalared
the Meeting open.

The Meeting was addreused  by Senator the Hon.  Dr. Sahadeo Basdeo, Minieter  of
External Affair6 and International Trade, Trinidad and Tobago, a8 outgoing Chairman
of the Standing Committee. The Hon. Neville Cenac, Minister for Foreign A:fairr,
Saint Lucia, delivered the inaugural addrem.

Minister Cenac, in welcoming delegates to Saint Lucia, pointed to the
importance of “these gatherings of Foreign Minieterr” and noted that the Fifteenth
Meeting could not have been held at a more opportune time or at a more challenging
conjuncture in international affairs.

The Minister added: @*These changes in the world require changer in our
diplomacy, changes in the way we approach our international affairs. O f  course,
they are change6 that we welcome and should seek to encourage in whatever way we
can, ao it is imperative for the economic development of the third world, that
peace and co-opei&ion  exist in the world at large”.

The Hon. E. Charles Carter, Minister for Foreign Affaira,  the Bahamars,  replied
on behalf of visiting delegations.

The Hon. Neville Cenac war elected Chairman of the Meeting and the new
Chairman in Office of the Standing Committee.

/ . * .
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The Minirtera obrerved that the Meeting of the Standing Committee wae taking
plaar again& the backdrop of a perceptible pattern of ohange  in global
interrolation8trps. The morraia  of change was characterised, among other factors,
b y  inrhifte i n  t h e  aentrea  o f  economio  powerr inoluding a global trend towards the
formation a n d  strengthening of large economia  grougingr and market8 and the
emergence of new trrndr regarding ierues of univerral concmrn ouch as the
ptotration  of the environment and drug abuse and trafficking.

The Miniaterr also noted a growing rpirit of aacommodation  and flexibility ill
the approach to aolutioar to regional problem8 whiah, ia turn, was arrrrting a more
helpful climate for enhancing  the role of the United Nation8 and a relaxation of
tension between the auger-Powore.

The Miniatere aonridered  that these factorr,  among othera, together created
challenges ae well ar opportunitiee  for amall Staten, ouch aa there of CARICOM, and
rerolved to intensify their  co-operation i n  order to identify  ways in which C A R I C O M
State6 could beet adapt to the changing rrituation  80 as to maintain and promote
their intererrtr, both individually  and collectively.

With regard to the changing relations between the super-Powers, the Ministers
expressed the hope that this relaxation of tension between them would be translated
into additional dirarmarnent measures thereby leading to reduced levellr  of  tension
and insecurity in the world and strengthening the chances for peace. While
recognising the primary role of the super-Power6  in the global disarmament effort,
particularly where nuclear weapons were concerned, they nevertheless urged that
there Powerr  make greater ure of the negotiation mechanism8 provided within the
United Nations in keeping with the rtake that all humankind harr in the achievement
o f  diearmament. They al80 expressed their hope that the fundu liberated from such
diearmament  measures would be channelled into development co-operation for the
banefit  of developing countliea.

The Ministers noted with satiefaction  that the recent tendency i n
international relation8 towards the greater ure of  diplomacy and negotiations in
the solution of  inter-State problem6 wan becoming increasingly  moaifest in Central
America. They called for maximum international support for, and co-operation with,
the efforts of the State6 of Central America to find solutiona to the problems of
the  rubregion. They etreased that theme eolutionr  muat be consistent with the
rightr of the peoples of those States to full respect for their sovereignty  and
independence, and to live free from external interference in their internal affairs.

The f(inirterr noted the developmenta leading up to the current decolonisation
procear  in Namibia, and cormnended  thoes CARICOM States, namely, Barbadoe and
Jamaica, which had contributed to the United Nations Transition Assistance Group
(UNTAG)  i n  Nam!.bia. The Miniac;ers  hoped that the illegal occupation of Namibia by
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South Afriaa would be brought to a rwift end, and that the proviaione of Yeourity
Counail reralution 435 (1978) would be rarupulously implemented.

They noted the current atate of the atruqgle  againet m within South
Afriaa and aondemned  the attempt8  by the South Afriaan r&Jim6 to aahieve political
change without enfranchising  the majority of that aountty. The Minietern urged
thone State8 which had 80 far failed to implement aomprehenrive  sanction8 againat
South Africa to do 80 with urgency,

The Minister6  reaffirmed the solidarity of the Government6 and people8 of the
CARICOM  Staterr  with the front-line States and reiterated their eupport  for the
Irtrugglea of the opprereed  peoples of South Africa and Namibia.

The Minilrterr noted with much concern the deterioration in the situation  in
the occupied territories, and exprereed  regret that the fulfilment of Palertinian
national aapitation8  aontinued to be frustrated. They viewed thin ar underrcorinq
the centrality of the Palestinian question to the Middle Eart eririr and called for
urgent ateps to be taken for the aonvening  of an International Peaae  Conference  on
the Middle Eart, as oalled for by the United Nationr. They reiterated their firm
belief that a peaceful settlement  to the Arab-Irraeli  conflict muat be achieved
within the framework of a recognition of the right of Palestinian6  to a homeland,
Iarael’r withdrawal from occupied Arab landr  and the acceptance of the right of all
State8 in the region, including Israel, to live in peace within recognised  and
secure borders, in accordance with Security Council resolution 242 (1967). In that
light, they conrridered  recent statement6 by the Palestine National Council to be a
positive contribution to the peace proceea.

The Ministers rsaffirmed their solidarity with the Haitian people in their
etruqqle for democracy, economic and social jurtice and rerpect for human right6
and human dignity. They expredsb 5 the hope that the democratic process  would be
resumed with the full reetoration of the agreed Constitution  and the holding of
free and fair elections in Haiti in the near future.

The Ministers agreed that the Community rhould continue the examination of ita
relations with Haiti with a view to devieinq appropriate forms of support for the
Haitian  people in their quest for democratic rights and social and economic justice,

The Ministers reiterated their total commitment to the independence,
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Beliae.

The Ministers supported the continuing negotiations between Belize and
Guatemala, but regretted that these negotiations had not yet produced a settlement
of the problems. They hoped for an early agreement. The called upon Guatemala to
accept without delay Belize’s existence as a sovereign State and to respect the
sanctity of its existing constitutional borders.

/ . l .
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The Minirterr noted with l atirfaotion that the relationr  between Quyana  and
Veneruele ooatinued  to intenrify  through the deepening of l ricting, and the
development of newI programmer of funational  ao-operation. They noted alro that
thir Sntenrifiaation  had maniforted  itrelf in an inareare in l xahanger between the
two Preridentr and at variour other levelr in the publia, ar well ar the private
ooator  a

They were heartened by the demonrtrated  intention of both Ouyana and Venesuela
to aontiaue arrd  rtrengthen  the groaerr  of dialogue and ao-operation.

With regard to the aontroverry  between the two oountrier,  the Minirterr
weloomed  the resent  reaffirmation made by Guyana and Veneruela  of their
determination to ao-operate fully with the Searetary-General  of the United Nationr
in the mandate given to him by artiale IV (2) of the Qenrva .Agreement.

The Minirterr aaknowledged  the growing reaognition,  on both aldee, of the
value of clorer relat$onr between the Caribbean and Latin Amerioa. They reaffirmed
the Connnunity’r determination to work for the implementation of the relevant
provirionr  of the Wanrau Underrtanding  through praotiaal,  mutually benefiaial
programnor  of ao-operation.

In thir regard, Minirters l mpharised the need for a strong, effeative and
rupportive Caribbean Development Co-operation Committee (CDCC/ECLAC)  and aalled
upon the ourrent Chairman of CDCC to work with ECLAC and member States, through the
moat l ffeotive uhannele,  to enaure the implementation of the reaommendationa  on the
role and funationing  of CDCC.

They exprerred  their uatiofaation  with the development of relationa with a
number of countries in the Caribbean, inaluding Suriname and the Netherlande
&t i l l er ,  and  wi th  Lat in  &nerican  countrier,  ruch ab Bras11 and  Veneauela.

of Ame

The Minirterr noted with satirfaotlon  that the Protoaol of Cartagena  to the
Charter of the Organisation of American State8 had now received the necerrary
number of ratifiaatione  and had entered into force, thur making it poarible  for
Quyana  and Belioe to beoome member6  of that organioation by 1.990,

They exprerred grave concern at the continuing finanaial cririr in the OAS,
whiah threatenr to undermine the very purgorer and prinaipler  of the amended
Charter of the Organisation of Ameriaan Stater, and oalled upon all member States
in arrearr to make good their contribution8 to the regular and voluntary funds.

The Minirterr reaffirmed their commitment to OAS  a# an inrtrument  for peace
and reaurity,  the preservation of democracy and rerpeat for human rightr,
ao-operation against  drug abuse and drug trafficking, and proqrF:nmes  of technical
ao-operation among the countries of the Americas.

/ . . .
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The Minirterr noted with ooatinued  oonoern the persistent decline in net
remourae flows to the devaloping  countflee, in rpite of the recognition by the
developed worlU that there flows are a mfor development.

I
1 .. .

The Minirterr reviewed the proporallr for debt relief put forward recently by
the Searetary  of the Trearury  of the United Stater. They were encouraged by the
faot that the progoaallr  resogniaed  the role of debt reduction ae an ereentisl
aapeat  of the debt roller’  atrateqly. They noted that ia these proposals  the
commercial bank@  were aallod  upon to adopt a z!tore  positive approach to the
provirion  of finanaial rugyort to debtor uountrieo. They aleo welcomed the call
upon the International Monetary Pund (IWP) and the World Bank to give direct
ruggort to mearurer to aahieve reduationr  in debt and debt aerviciaq. The
Mlnirtera regarded there progoralr &I a step in the right direction.

The Minieterr  pointed out that the member States of the Caribbean Community,
arr emall  middle-income aountrie8  for whom the debt burden is in many ways greater
than that of the larger aountriee, look forward to the development of ouch
proporalr in a way that inaluder them ar benefiaiarie6.

.th~dzI(&,ubof~

The Minirterr l ⌧prererd their ratirfaction  at the introduction in the United
State8 Congrerr  of legirlation to amend the Caribbean Baein Economic Rcrcovery Act,
and agreed to isrue a separate rtatement  on the matter.

Having reviewed the atate of the ACP/EEC negotiationa for the Successor
Convention to Lom6 III, the Minirterr recalled, with a feeling of achievement and
appreaiation, the egirit of adventure , collaboration and enterpriee that went into
the farhioning  of the hintoric Lam/ I Convention. They expressed the hope that the
new Convention would be inrpired  by the earne attitude8 of mutual support and
innovation evident in Lam)  I, while taking account of changing conditions in Europe
and in the ACP countries.

The Minirterr reviewed the question of the special problems and specific needs
o f  i s l and  deve lop ing  countries.

They welcomed the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
report of the Meeting of the Group of Experts O'A Ieland Developing Countrioa, which
war held in Malta on 24 and 25 May 1988, and the report of the United Natior\s
Secretary-General. on specific problems and special needs of island developing
countrier which wao irrued on 25 Augurt 1988 (b/43/513 and Corr.1). They expressed
the need to draw the attention of the international community to the two programmes
of actzon for rmall inland developing countries, issued by the CARICOM Ministers
for Foreign Affaira (A/C.2/43/7  and Corr.1) and by the Caribbean Development and
Co-operation Committee L/ on 27’0ctober and 14 December 1988 respectively.

/ . . .
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The Minirters noted  the adoption of Qenoral Arrrembly  resolution  43/189 of
20 Deaember 1988 on epe3ifia  mearurer  in favour of irland devologing  oountriea, and
exgremaed  ratisfaatioa  that the Arrembly aaAled for both the rtrragthenir,g  of the
aapaaity of UNCTAD  as the foual point for sgeaifia astios  at thr global level in
favour of island developing countrioa  and for the Searotary-Qenrral  to oonvmm a
meeting of governmenta l acporte of inland  developing  oountriee and donor oountrierr
and organiaatione to review the problems of ieland  dewloping oountries and propoem
appropriate oonorete aotion with reapeot to those oountriea.

They exgrrrrrrrd  appreoiation  to there donor Btatea and speoialiaed  agencies of
the United Nations aystem whiah have responded positively to the special needs of
island developing oountrie8.

The Minirterr  reaffirmed thsir grave concern over the oontinuing  threats to
regional States posed by powerful drug oartels , whioh operate with blatant
disregard for the aoverrignty, integrity and legal  norm@  o f  regional  States,

They called for a Hemispheric Mretinq of Haada of aovernmente  and top law
enforcement officials to review regional drug polioie8,  co-ordinate interdiction
strategies and establish  guidelines for appropriate regional anti-drug training
centres.

They reinforced their support for regional efforta in preventative drug
education and rehabilitation,

The Minieters  also reiterated their aonaern with the tendency toward8 the
extra-territorial application of legal jurisdiction by Statea involved in the war
against drugs. They noted that this tendenoy  threatbned  to undermine co-operstion
among friendly nations united in their determination to fight the drug scourge.

The Ministorr  noted that the proteotion of the environment had been aeauming a
position  of great importance on national, regional and international agenda.

They aleo noted the various regional and international initiatives towards the
formulation of policies with regard to the environment,, both in respect of the
development of natural resources and of the need for preservation.

In this regard, the Ministers took note of the recently adopted Amaaon
Declaration made by the Heads of State of the States Parties to the Treaty for
Amazonian Co-operation at Manaua,  Braail. That Declaration had underscored the
sovereign right of each country to manage freely its resources, bearing in mind the
need for promoting the economic and social development of itn people, as well as
the need for the adequate conservation of the environment. In this connection,
they expressed the hope that the rights and interests of developing countries would
always be given due consideration.
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The Minirtere tieloomed the oonvening  of the Firnt Meeting  of CARICOM Ministere
reeponoible  for the Environment roheduled  to be held at the end of May in Trinidad
an& Tobago, and erpreased the hope that the Meating would rerult in the formulation
of a oommon  and co-ordbnatrd polritioa for the member State6 of CARICOM with regard
to the managemrnt  and proteation  of the environment of the region.

The Minirtere etremed the importanoe  of the earliest porrrible  formulation o f
a regional programme of oo-operation for the management of  their territorial waters
and l xolurive eaonomio wonee, To thir l d, thry arked that priority attention be
given to the implementation of the eohedule  of activities already proposed UAd0r
the aegis of the Community.

The Miniature  received with appreciation the background paper presented by
Trinidad and Tobago on the ertablirhment of an international criminal oourt. They
noted that, in addition to ita conrider%tion in other forum outride of CARICOM,
the proposal  had been introduoed at the la& Conference of  Headr of  Qovernment in
Antigua and Barbuda in 1988 and that it had alro been conridered by
Attorney@-Qeneral  aa recently am lart April at Port-of-Spain. In  the  cont!:nuing
p u r r u i t  o f  t h i s  i n i t i a t i v e , the Minirterr agreed to examine the further information
prorented  by Trinidad and Tobago and to rubmit  their commentrr  to the Qovernment of
Trinidad and Tobago by way of preparation for the next Conference of Headrr of
Qovernment Meeting, where the proposal will be further discussed. The Ministers
took note of the requert by Trinidad and Tobago for rupport for this initiative and
the derire that war exprerred  that it rhould broome  a CARICOM initiative.

The Minirrters reoalled their aooeptanoe  at their fourteenth regular meeting,
of the offer by thu Government o f  St.  Vinoent  and the Qrrnadiner  to hoot their
rixteenth meeting, and looked forward to the convening of that meeting at Kingstown
in 1990,

The Minietere accepted the offer of Barbados to hoat the seventeenth meeting,
and that of the Bahamas to hort the eighteenth regular meeting of the Standing
Committee in 1991 and 1992, reapeotively.

Ai LC/CAR/Q.259/Rev.7,  dated 14 December 1988, a document of the WLAC
rubregional headquarter8 for the Caribbean.


