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Seferrlsg to tuf'e 1l (e) of the nrloE crf proeedure of, the General Aseelbly'

I have the bonour to proSose the f,ol-Lowia€ I'tem f,or Lnelusloa iE the agenda of tb€

fifteenth regular 6eBel-oa of the Untteit Natlons GeneraL Aesenrbly:

Flfteenth. BesEl.on

le attached.

(stened) SJfuIxo KFEISKY\=;r-_ ' I,eaer:af Mluister for Fofelgn Affairg
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DLETANASORY MEMONANIruM

As a f,e B1llt of the FLrEt World l{ar anal i[ conforlnlty vtth the teros of the

kndon Agreenent of i.pl!, tbe Peace lxreaty of, St. Oereaia hentledt over to Italy tbe

terrltory of ldmt le tottray the provluce of BozeE, vhlcb ha(l f,or c€nturies formedl aa

integral part of Austrj.a. TblE separatlon occurreil against the expresg vish of

the Auetrtaa part of th€ loplr-latioll of South 1tl|?o1, lghlch theo f,orned 97 per cent

of, the totaL number of lnbabtts,nts of, the terrltory, and lias, therefore, iE clear

coEtr€dlctloo to tbe priucltrrtes of the Fourteen Poiats Pf,ogra& of PreBident WXl6on,

bn the basls of, vh"ich the armLstlce eltd, peace Begotlatloae vere to be conducteal;

more preeloely 1t contradicteal PoiEt 9 (loetdatfng tbe deuarcatlon of "ohe

Austro-ItallaE frontler aLong clearLy recogaizable L:Lnes of natlo@lity ) and'

PolDt 10 ( regerdlne tbe peoBles t rlgbt of EelJ'detemJ'aetloa) '
Awtriapro.bestedBtronglyagatastt,blEilecl.stonoft.bePeacecoDfereDce,but

d:iil not gucceetled ln chsB€log it. Iater, evou A]-lteil gtateE@en adeltted pubJ:tcly

that thls declsion'!tdB a flistake.
Ia tbe late fau. of, 1919, tb€ potrnl.1"a.t1on of sor*Jl Pl[ro]', baviag been

iDcorporated agafuEt their vlIL 1r1 ltaly, denauded fro4 Bone an autonory rrfor the

conxlE ct aDd coherent teFitory of cel.natr or l€.dlElan ethnLc atrd llngulstic

character". Itallan repreaeutetlvee ln blg[ of,ftce gg,ve the agsurance to pro'tect

tbeetbnlccbaracterof,theterrttoryaniltofu].fi.l]-thereEreetfor'autoEolsr.
Eowever, these prornioeg 1{ere llot kept. Qr tbe contrary, the Bolicy of,

ItaLlanl.satlon of, the terrLtory bega[ tmedlately, galDtag moeenturd af,ter tbe

selzure of trorrer by the FascLstE and leddlag finally to the Agreeroent tetr'reen

}fu6gol1ntaBaElt].erof,2SJunelgSgreeadl.ngthetrangferof,tbesoutb[yrolea[
populattogtBtotbec€malxRelcb.ltvasonJ.yduetotheoutbreakofthevaraad
theco]l.al|6eofthedtctatorolrlpsthattheresettleEentcou].aBotbebrougbtto
ltE end. Ngqercbelegg, theEe deve}olments had the ef,fect that the percentage of

the ltaltatl psrt of the poln]latlon, tbich hai! anounted to 
' 

Bef, eent at the tllre' of

tbe aeBaratlon of, south tyrol fron AustrLa a[d bgtl leacbed I per ceat in ]92L, roee

to 24 3er ceot tn 1959. ln Ig51, lt amountetl to aE roucb aE J4 per cent'

Aftet, the ead of tbe secoBd l{ofld war, the south T}rroLean pogrJ"atton natle Eelr

effof,ts atratag a-,, the retul:D of thelr couDtry to AuEtrla' IE L9L6' thelr

represeDtatlves preeeoted. the AuEtrian FealeraL chaDcel-Lor vttb a petltlon bearlEg

1...

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
None set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by nihal.rashid

nihal.rashid
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by nihal.rashid



Al439'
Eogllsh
PaCe 

'
3,777 

slg[atureB and requestLug tbe Lacoq)oration of South fyrol i]l AustrLa'

Ae the AuEtrian eLoorlty couslsted then of, about 2TOrOOO peopLe, tbts col-fectlon of,

stgnatrrreo repreeented practically the tleclared ldll of, a].l enfreuchlsed South

[5rf,o]eans ' I{otq:ithgtandtng thlo clear uanLfestgtlon, on 20 Apri3' 1946 the

conference of, the Forelgn miElBters lD FarlE decLded that south f,yro:l vas to re@alxx

nith lta1y.
IE order to Brotect the etbnic and cu].tural chatacter of, tbe Augtrleq

potr)uLatloo lE soutb qri'oL r on 5 $epternber l4t6 an AgreeneEt betveEu the Austrian

ForaLg4 lrllnleter Gf,uber and the ItElLan Frerl,er trb Gagperl tras slgued provldlDg

for a l-eglElatlve and elecutive autoBoliJr otf, tbe south qrrolean popflation. Tbls

Agreeneot baB been lBcorporated, aE 1t6 Al]llex w, 1r1 tho Feace Tle&ty betl'eeE Itafy

aad tbe AILled' Foverg and bes, iberefore, aequlreil m.lf.tl]-ateral cbaracter. Als,rf

f,rom certalll meaEur€s enunerated by vay of exaqdle antt aioing 1)ri@'rlLy at tbe

reparetJ.on of, FasctEt wro!1ss I xt llior/ldes alBong other thlage for the larlf,tcation

oftheGemaaaadltsltall].aneiuageslnpubl.lcof,f,icesandtheeBtab].18b!4entof,a
nore approBrtete proportion irr the dLstribution of, loEts 1rl publlc offlces'

But lts eost iuporbaDt provlslon ls contalaed lD Artiele 2' by wblch the

poprrlation of the provitrce of Bozen ls grantett tbe exerclse of an autononous

legielattve and executive regtcnal power.

Unfortunately, thls Agreeoeat tae lnterpreted and apBlled by ltaly lu a r'oy

thatcontradlctedltBpurllogeiaesseatlaLrespectB'Tblsisparbicr:larlytrueIn
vleu of, the e,@,Lga@t1on, brought about by the Autooouy Statute of, 19lE ' 

of the

prolrinceofSozenrrltbthelta].tanrreotlnoinoueautononouoregi.on,lathlcbthe
Ital_lanB form a uaJority of tfio thll|de. Tb18 procealure turued tbe autonoEy pL€dge

@detotbeSoutbTyro].eserlDsplteof,thagrantlngofacertainaub-autono@yto
th€provlBceofBozen,largelyl.rrtoanemt}typrohlge.Brrteveathefeweomtr)eteEcea
tbat are coDceded to the provtnce ldtb1D the freme!rcrk of thiE 5ub-a[toEou[r bave

beensoreducedbyinptenentatloEr€gu]-atlonEoftheltaliaoGoverdcentandby
declEloog of tbe ltallan congtit'utlonal courb tbat, ln coDFat.lgon witb tbe Bodel

autoacoqrfo'theAal.andlglall.lgortheouefortheFaroelslands,butal6ov.dtb
otber autoooroles tn }baly ttoelf, it J'E Esareely possible to eaLL this r€glne aa

autonoqr.
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Ob.r:ioo8ly, it canDot bave beea the BurFoee of the Cruber-De GaEperi Agleenent

to secure tbe rtgfrt of, oeilf-governuent to the ltelllgn. populatlon of the TientLao;

noreovef, dn rltat tltl-e Ehoulil Austrla have be6ed Buch a clalm?

So the AuEtriaB niuorlty has not recelved by the above armngeneat the

autoaony pronlsed, to it, the exerclBe of vbich le in tbe haEd6 of, tbe ftaLlelr
naJority.

Ao one nlglt have extrlected, the dlEad$anteges of, thle erraDgenent beca!€ Eore

and, nore obrrlouB and 1ed to a g"or.lng exosperatXou ln South tyroL. Iu f954r the

South fyroleEe 3r€Bented the Itallan Goveriment t.rlth a m€!4or:aBd@ contalEing thelt
conpLalats regardj-ng the dlsadvantages of, the Agreenent. No anElter vas received.

Tn the Iaeantfina, Austria b,E been ntrkiEg efforbe for several years to findr

ln negotlatLoBs wltb the lt4Llan GovernEent, a solutioD to tbese questions anal has

trlod every blLateral. nay ln order to arrtve at a settlemeat.

[11e Austrlan Federa]- Goverrlueat bs.s fltrstLy lropoBed. aa Au6tro'rteJ.len l,Ilxedt

ColmissLoa to exaolne thlB lrobl-en, but declarecl itself equally readly-r efter tbls
proBosal hatl been turoed dolln by the ltal-larl Govenruent, to confo]B v-lth the

Iatterle r{eh and eBter lDto EegotlatloBB conducteil through dliplo@tlc chanDe16,

up to the preEent day these negotlatlone bsve unfortr:Jlately not Led to any concret€

re6ul-tB; on tb.e contrary, due to the refusal of the ItaLlan Govemr4eBt even to

dLscuss the lrlnolleL lBsue, 1.e. the grantlng of an autononsr to tbe lrovlnce of,

bozea, dullng thege ].ast montbs they bave been reacblng a dead end'

Dr:rlng aIL thiB t1E€ the eltuatton otr tbe spot beca4e more and &ore acute ag

the lopulatlon \&s'evet more coavlnceil th€,t tbe rlght of, selfl-gove$ment pronlsecl

to tqen 1Ir the Farls Agreesent rras'beiag wttbbeld fron tben'

.Ia .nler of the frultl-ees effofts to sofve thiE problen bltateralLy anfl

conElderfug tbe stralned rel-atlons tn south llSrf,ol- 1t6e1fr tbe AuBtTlaa Federsl-

Governueot feel eatitLed and even obuged to request that the Soutb Tyrolean

lroblem be put on ttre ageDda of thlE yeerta CeaeraL Assenbly' In dolng so' tbey

have tn alnd ResolutloB 21? c (rff) ot 10 Decenber 1$!8, tn nbich the cenelal-

Aosembly deelaretl that "the unlted Ns,tlonB caDnot reeBin Indtffefeat to the fate of

ntnortttee,' alld ResoLutton 5t2 B (VI) of 4 February t952f Ilstlng tbe protectton

of rlEoritles ad one of the I0oEt inportaut blaEches of the positive ltork undert'akeu

by tbe Unlted l{atioas.
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InvlrbueofArtlc].e.tos,nitA!-btc].€11+of,thel,idtetlNatio'nButarter,Austria'
therefore, regueeto tbe G€neral Agsenbly to coaeider the Auetro-Itallan dlspute

that has alleen from Italyts ref,usaL to €rsnt autonoqr to the pro!'lnce of Bozea

and, ln the BBlrlt of the Charter, to brlng ebout a Just settleneat baEed oD

deoocratie prlEclples, by t{hlcb the Austrta$ Dlaorlty ln Italy iB conceded a tnra

autonouy Eo aB to euJoy tbe aelf,-sdBtl*iEtrat{cd E,Btl Ee1f,-governneat lt bt'8 agked

for antl, indeed, it needs for the piotecttoa of ltE exiEteoce aE a ralaorlty'
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