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I , XNTRODUCTION

1. In  itr reso lut ion  36/57 o f  9  Docembrr  1 9 8 3 ,  thr  Qoneral Aarombly  urged  thr
Unitad Nationr Educational, Scientific and Cultural Orgsnisrtion, in co-operation
with Qovornmonta, to undrrtako  riporoua l fforta to rproad the toaching of human
righto in all l ducotional inrtitutionr, particularly primary and rocondary @chool@r
aa ~011 a s  i n  the trnininp o f  rolrvant proforrional  groupr a n d  rrquertrd thr
Director-Qenoral  of that  organination  to  rubmit to  thr  Qonoral  Aarombly  a t  itr
forty - th ird  aomciora, on thr ocaarion of  the fortieth annivorrary  of  thr
Declaration, a rr)port on the effortr mado by the United Nationr Educational,
Scimatific  and Cultural Organisation  to  those ondr, Thir rrport har b o o n  prepared
in  accordance  wi th  that  requort.

2, UNESCO’r act ion to  promoto  human right8 ir in kooging  with the Organimation’r
C o n r t i t u t f o n ,  w h i c h  rtatau i n  article I  (Purport  a n d  functionr)  t h a t  itr purport ir
“to contributr to peace and recurity by promoting collaboration among the nationr
through education, rcienco and culture in order to further univorrral rorpect for
jurtice, for t9e rule of law ad for the human rights and fundamental freedom8
which are affirmed  for  the p~,pler of  the world,  without dirtinction  of  race, eexI
language or religion, by the Chartrr of the United Nations”,

3, It will be recalled that in itr rerolution  11 C adopted at its twanty-reventh
rerrion, the Unitad  Nationr Cormnirrion  on Human Rightr invited UNESCO to conridor
“the dorirability of  enviraging  the ryrtrmatic  rtudy and the devolopmrnt  of  an
independent rcisntific dirciplJno  of human right@, taking into account the
principal  legal  ryrtemr  of the world with a view to faci l i tat ing tha underrtandinq,
comprehsnrion, rtudy and teaching of human rights at the university 1~01,  end
eubrequently  at  other educational  levels”.

4. At it8 twenty-eecond rrarion, the Qeneral Conference invited the Dirrctor-
Qenersl  to carry out a fearibility rtudy on the ~‘creation  of an international
clearing-house for the traching of human rightr aad for exchange of information on
the curricula and on sxirting  ooureaa at  al l  levels  ae well  am on rpecialiaod
r’(6aearch”.

5. At its  twenty-fourth rearion, the Qmeral  Conforrnce  adopted resolut ion
24 C/13,5  entitled “Follow-up to the recommendationa  of the International Congress
on Human Riqnts Teaching, Information and Documentation (1987) and transmitted the
“Malta Rscommendationr” to the Executive Board for a complementary study.

II, HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION

0, Qensrally rpoaking,  rince 1,983 UNESCO’6  act ion harr developed on the fol lowinq
five linari

(a )  Co-operat ion  wi th  institutiona spec ia l i s ing  in  human  riqht6 t each ing ,
including univerrities$
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(b) Preparation  o f  educational  a n d  t e a c h i n g  matorialsl

(c) Dovrlopmont  o f  h u m a n  rights  teaching methodsr

(d) Training at  the primary, secondary and highor 10~01s~ includinq toaohrr
trahingr and

(0) Knowlrdgo  of the basic torts on thr protection and promotion of human
rights , notably the International  bill of Human Rights.

7, Thor. five lines of approach are intrrconnectod in many wayr and cannot be
completely  disrociatod  i n  practice. They should, howmvor,  br distinguishrd
according to  thr main objoctivo sought by a given act iv i ty .  The exgorirnoe of
co-operating  with bodies specialising  in human rightr toaching, and with
univorsitios,  rhowr that  a8 an agency  for international  intolloctual  co-operation,
UNESCO has a wry important role to play in divwrifying educational  projoots  and
in promoting l xchangor of l xporionco. both successful and unsuccessful.

8. UNESCO has takrn measures to allow teachars and students to acquire specific
knowledge  in the field of  human rights.

(a) About five fellowships per year have boon granted to studonts under the
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  programmo  f o r  t r a i n i n g  o r  rofrerhor ooursw1

(b) Eaoh year, romo 15 trainoor have workrd for about a month in the field of
human rights at UNESCO hmadquarterr, This training har allowed  thorn to aoquire
substantial l xporionco, in particular in UNESCO’s fields of competoncr,

9. In rocont  yaws, UNESCO har rncouragod  the preparation of rducational
materials. To this should to added volumr V of thevmb u l l e t i n ,
which is a quid. for educators in the widort  sense of the term,  with an annotated
bibliography. This  guido doscriber  a  numbor of  educational  mathods and materials
(formal and non-formal), illustrated by moans of orampl@r  takrn from different
social,  economic a n d  p o l i t i c a l  contoxtl,  f r o m  variour countrim.

10. In the same connection, in order to highlight the diversity of human rights
teaching methods, volumo VII of the bulletin will give an account of experiments
conducted in France, India, Nigeria and Balqium. Evaluation of these teaching
mm thods , if porsiblr a comparative @valuation, might provide a range of suggestions
for work in other countrior. Herr rrforenco might also be made to the study
conducted by the French National Institute for Pedagogical Research (Paris), in
collaboration with UNESCO, on curricula for primary and secondary education,
Similar  otudies oxamino  human rights toaching in various s ignif icant  discipl ines
( h i s t o r y ,  9eography, civics,  etc . )  and i ts  incorporation into the curricula of
these  disciplines.

11, In the area of training, emphasis wae  placed on the role of the Associated
Schools Project in human rights toaching. Over the yrare,  notably following the
adoption of the Plan for the Dovrlopmcnt  of Human Rights Teaching, a number of
human rights toaching mothods and techniqurs have boon tasted and introduced in
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Associated Schools throughout;  the world (2,150 associated schools in 97 countries
in 1987). Accounts of human rights rrctivitior  are often published in the bul?c+in

In 1986, the Chad National Commission for
UNESCO prepared, under contraci with ;NESCO, a r,ational textbook on human rights
teaching. In 1987, the Bolivian National Commission for UNESCO prrparod  and
published a teaching guide on human ~iphts, and in  particular  on  c iv i l  rights.
Bulgarian teachers at arrociated schools prepared a textbook entitled Earn

t o - r - , which was published in 1987 by the Rulgarian
Ministry of Education,

12. While at the pro-school and primary levels classroom life and relations within
the school are vital for human rights teaching, at the level of secondary education
equally great importance is given to knowledge of international human rights
instruments and the 1974 UNESCO Recommendation on Yducation  for International
Understanding, Co-operation and Peace and Education relating to Human Rights and
Fundaniontal Freedom@.

13, It  is  obvious that  teacher-training inst i tutions have a particularly vital
role to play in human rights education, Admittedly in certain carom this education
is part of their curricula, However, many examples attest that it is often on the
in i t i a t i ve  o f  a  few teachors or  a  schoo l  pr inc ipa l  that  th i s  subjec t  i s  inc luded  in
the curriculum of a teacher-training school, In thiu connection it should be noted
that the International Days proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly (for
exsmple, United Nations Day, Human Rights Day or the International Pay of Peace)
all  provide  opportunit ies  for  a  rchool  to launch educational  activities  concorn ing
human rights.

14, Gangrally speaking, whi l e  i t  i s  recogni sed  that  in  human  t ights  toaching there
is a conceptual aspect of the acquisition of knowledge (deffnfitions, ideas and
theories) ,  i t  is  nevertheless  a fact  that  in this  f ie ld emphasis  should be placed
on forming the intellectual and moral aptitudes required for obaervanco  of human
rights, Care should therefore be taken not to overlook the aspect of the
transmission of values by teachers, UNESCO has accordingly encouraged crxchanges  of
teachers from different cultures and countrios  in order to make  them aware of the
importance of culture in education  and to strenglhen their vigilance with regard to
prejudice, intolerance and racism so that they in turn can co~unici.te their own
experience of respect for other peoples, A workshop on teacher trailrir.9  for
combating prejudice, intolerance and racism in the field of rducacion was held in
Chad in 1985, A practical guide for secondary school teachers, containing
suggestions on ways of combating all forms of discrimination, wac  prepared for
publ i ca t ion  i n  1909, In parallel with these exchanges, UNESCO encourages Member
States  to  revise  their  textbooks so as  to  e l iminate any references  of  a
discriminatory nature,

15, In 1986-1987, UNESCO initiated in five countries the prspcration  of practical
guides with a view to encouraging the implementation of the 1974 Recommendation by
appropriate legiolative, administrative and financial meanu.

16, At  the  university l eve l , bearing in mind the progress already achieved,
emphasis is now being laid on the need for a multidisciplinary eqproach, For
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oxample,  the  contr ibut ions  I pol i t ical  sc ience,  s0ci0109,~, anthropology and
history are aeon to be of capital importance both in addrc rring issues concerning
rospoct for and the application of human rights and in ar:alysing the causes and
consequences  of human rights violations.

17, In addition, in order to provide information on available highrr training
courses ar$ seminars on human rights, UNESCO, in collaboration with the Canadian
Human Rignts Foundation, has co-published with Berg Ltd. (London) a mrld m

’i n  m&&&.R ( t r i l i n g u a l  e d i t i o n
English/French/Spanish), Thi s  publ i ca t ion  slao ind ica tes  the  l eve l  required o f
l tudonts and provides information on thr content of the education provided.

18, Information for the gonoral  public has not been neglrctad,  since UNESCO has
undertaken  to have the International  Bill of Human Rights ttanrlated and annotated
by  spec ia l i s t s . While it is true that the Univrrral Declaration  of Human Rights
and the International  Covenants on Human. Rights have been translated into sovrral
languages,  it is  fe l t  important to have these instrumontr  annotated so as  to
i l lustrate their scope in pract ice  and in daily l i fe ,  Brochures containing
translations, with the accompanying comments, have been published in rover81
Amerindian, Asianr African and Europran languages, They have been disseminated
mainly in schools, teacher-training colleqos  and to educators and trainers in
general.

19, The following boobts  and periodicals of a didactic natrlre, which wore l ithor
published by UNESCO, co-published  by UNESCO and commercial  publishers or published
with the support of UNESCO, deserve to be mentioned,

Om (in Finn i sh  19831  in  Qerman, firrt
edition in 1904 and second edition in 1980; in Portuguase, 19651 in Araabic,
19861 in Swedish, 19871 and in Japanese, 1988)r

1  &mjne  e t  rialit/rud-m
(Universal Declaration of Human Rights and South-African Roalitios),  Paris,
UNESCO, 1983 (French and Spanish)1

# I Paris, UNESCO, 1983 (French and English)1

XwmVndarstandincr., P a r i s ,
UNESCO, 1984 (English only)1

ta: m.MikhJiQhtsof~
m, Paris, UNESCO, 1984 (English, French and Spanish)1

&&oit  d’&s ( B i r t h r i g h t  o f  Man), Paris, UNESCO/J. C. Lattes,
19041

only) 1
ret wmj,&, Paris, UNESCO, 1985 (English

o f  HumPnitarian_Law, Paris/Qenevs,  UNESCO/Pedons/
I n s t i t u t  Henry-Dunant, 1986  (French in 1986,  English in 1988)t
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WASAGhWL~WorldIlPwn, Paris, UNESCO, 1986 (English only)1

$ I London/Paris, Sage/UNESCO,
1986 (English only)1

o f  vvm -tit-
- ,  U t r e c h t ,  N e t h e r l a n d s  I n s t i t u t e  o f  H u m a n  R i g h t s  ( S I M )  ( E n g l i s h  i n
1986, French In 1988)r

$ (Society and Human Rights), Caracar,  UNESCO, 1987
(Spi;nish  only))  ’

rs w Int-.l, Par!s/Oxford, UNESCO/
Clarendon Press, 1987 (English only)]

et dt~&R de l’w (Environment and Human Rights), Paris,
UNESCO, 1987 (Frenoh only)!

(Chart of Ratifications of Major International Human Rights
Inrtrumen~s),  Paris, UNESCO, 1 January 1988 (English and French)1

w (Bulletin), Paris, UNESCO, in English and in French,
volumr IV, 1985, volume V, 1987 and volume VI, double issue on “Anthropology
and Human Rightrlt, 1988,

20. Lastly, the importance of the UNESCO Prism for Human Rights Teaching, created
by the Executive Board at itr one hundred and fourth session, should be mentioned.
Its purpose is to encourage such teaching and to reward achievementr  in this
f i e l d . In 1984 ik was awarded to Mr, Felix Ermacora (Austria) with an honourable
mention to Mr. Kadir Asmal (1roland)J  in 1986 to Mr. Hector Fix Zamudio  (Mexico)
with an honourablo mention to Mr. Ralph Pettman (Australia) and in 1988 to the
“Asamblea  Termanente  de 10s Derechos Humanos” (Bolivia) with honourable mention to
Mr. Fred and Mrs. Bonnie Cappucino  (Canada), Mrs. Jeanne Hersch (Switaerland) and
Mr. Alfred0 Bravo (Argentina),

I I I , TRAININQ OF SPECIALIZED GROUPS

21. UNESCO, the only agency of the United Nations system to have been made
rooponsible for developing the social and human sciences and philosophy, has
conducted research, in collaboration with the relevant organizations  and
univerbities,  on .the conditions conducive to and obstacles impeding respect for
human rights.

22, The specific nature of UNESCO’s action therefore lies in the multidisciplinary
approach, The fact  is  that  no s ingle  one of the social  or human sciences can deal
with the complexity of the issues and the mult ifarious factors involved in this
f iold, Whether the aim is  to analyse the structural  obstacles  to  the effect ive
exorcise  of  human rights (the social  and cultural  organisat ion of  a  groupl
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Qconomic, roairl and cultural moahanirmr loading to dircrimination,  otc,) or to
rook  aolutionr which wil l  promoto  rorpoct  dor human riqhtr, i t  ir nocrrrrry to
bring all the racial and human rcioncrr into play in order to understand  thr
reality o f  the riturtion,

23, The r i g h t r ,  dutiar a n d  rr8ponribilitiQ8  o f  rcientirtr conrtituto fortilr
ground for reflection rnd rmrerrch  by tha J-&ornrtional  community. UNTSCO
thoroforo publirhod a work l ntitlod mic r-err in uu&.g.n
m (firrt edition, 1 9 8 3 ,  8OOOnd  rdition, lQS6). A  caraor  i n  rcirntific
re8Qarch  implirr dut.iQr  and rO8pOn8ibilitiQ8 both  in ternat iona l ly  rend na t iona l ly ,
With thir in mind, UNESCO l naouragod the preparation of an l 88ay on the problrmr
r8i8.d by the protoation of  human right8 in virw of advanco8  in medicinr,
Publirhed  i n  t h r  “Mondor  o n  drvonir” aolloction  b y  BorgQr LQvrault (Paris) undQr
thQ titlQ tr drti dQ I’-, thQ rrray pavQd  thQ way for more
thorough 8tUdiQ8 on human right8 in thQ facQ  of rQcQnt 8ciQntific and trchnological
prOgtQ88 t

24. ThQ cOnClU8iOn8  and rQCOmQndatiOnQ  Of thQ 8ympO8i8  held on thi8 8UbjQCt in
Barcrlona in March 1985  and NovQmbrr  1987 rtrrrrad the key rolQ that UNESCO can
p l a y  i n  thir fiQld i n  OO-OpQr8tiOn  w i t h  profQrriona1 non=qovQrnmQntal
organirationr, Whilr thQ pO8itiVQ  COntri'WtiOn Of rQOQnt 8CiQntifiC  and
tQChnOlOgiC81  prOgrQ88  t0 improving thQ QffQCtiVQ  QXQrCi8Q  O f  human right8 Was
UndQrlCOrQdr  Qmpha8i8  w a r  al80 l a i d  o n  thQ dangrra t h a t  thQy m i g h t  rQprQrQnt  i n
CQrt8in fiQld8 i n  thQ QVQnt  O f  mi8U8Q  O r  nQgligQnCQ,

25, FurthQrmorQ, through 8tUdiQ8  Of a lQga1, hirtorical  and anthropological
natum, UNESCO ha8 hQlpQd to highlight the rffrctr of thQ introduction of
informatiar on thQ right to privacy end thr mQan8  of onrur!ng  it in the contrxt of
different cultural traditionr.

26, uNESC0’8  rQ8QarCh  work in thQ 8OOial  and human 8CiQnCQ8 ha8 laid Qmpha8i8  On
thQ univQrra1  charactrr of  human rightr,  WhilQ at  thQ 88m~  timQ promoting rQ8Qarch
progrMun88  t h a t  corrrrpond t o  thQ p a r t i c u l a r  rQquirQmQnt8  o f  diffQrQnt rQgion8,
With rQgard t0 thQ QffQCtiVQ  QXQrCi8Q  Of human rightr, PQrtiCUlQrly  by
di8advantagQd  groups, 8tUdiQ8  hrvo chown  thQ impOrtanCQ o f  EtrQtQgiQ8  t8ilOrQd to
thQ situation O f  thQ group8 COnridQrQd,, a n d  thQ nQQd t0 dQfinQ  th88Q EtratQgiQ8
with thQ PQOPIQ  OOnCQrnQd thQm8QlVQ8, Lartly,  thQ “mQdiation”  function (mediator,
ombudsman, c o n c i l i a t i o n  committae, QtC.)  18 1ikQly  i n  thQ nQar future  to QxpQnd O n
a large rcalo at all lrvrlr of racial life (Qducation,  community, atiinistration,
QtC,),

27, In order to prOmOtQ  the Qotabli8hmQnt  of CQntrQr which could QnsurQ human
rights traching and rQ8Q8rCh  aativitiQ8  on CLn Ongoing b88i8, UNESCO ha8 QXtQndQd
i t 8  co-0pQration  to  8QvQral  inctitutione 8 0  a 8  t o  preparr the se t t ing  up  of
inrtitutiOn81  nQtWOrk8 for thr QXChangQ  O f  QXpQriQnCQ, 8UOh as, f o r  QXLuIIplQ, t h e

20. SincQ  1984, UNESCO has co-OpQrrtQd  with 8QvQrrl  rQgionr1  and national
inrtitutionr, oome o f  w h i c h  WQrQ Q8tQbli8hQd with i t 8  Qx8i8t8XlCQ. OnQ cQn mention
the Internat iona l  InctitutQ for  RUm8n  Right8  (Strrsbourg), thQ IntQrdirciplinery
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RQ8Q8rch  CQntrQ  for fhQ Promotion of  Human  Right8 in CQntral  Amrriar (Kinrhala),
thr Afriarn zn8tftUtQ O f  Hum&n  R i g h t 8  (Dskar),  thQ Afriarn In8titUtQ  for lhkm&n
Right8 end PI&Co (Dakar), thQ L&w A88OOi.lt.iOn  for Aria and thQ WQ8tQrn Pacific
(SydnQy)r thQ L&tin knQric&n  Arrocistion  f o r  H u m a n  Right8 ( Q u i t o ) ,  thr
IntQrn&tiOn&l  Treining CQntrQ f o r  TQeching Hum&n  R i g h t 8  e n d  PQaa.  (QQnQV&),  thr
Areb OrgrnimFion  f o r  Hum&n  R i g h t 8  ( C e i r o ) , thr OuetQmrlr ArroCi&tiOn for thQ
unitrb Nation8 (~urtrmrla  Ci ty ) ,  thQ Netionrl Commir8ion  for thQ PrOmOtiOn end
PrOtQOtiOn  O f  Hum&n  Ri9ht8 (M&n&gu8), thQ LQb8nQ8Q  A88OCietiOn for RWMn Right8
(BQirut), thQ HUMn Right8 In8titUtQ of tho Cetholic uniVQr8ity Of Lyon (LyOn8)r
thQ SQcrQtariet Of thQ AndQan PerlirmQnt ( B o g o t a ) , t h e  A88ooirtion  o f  IntQrnrtional
Studirr (Tunir), thQ Union of  Arrb LrwyQrr (Ceiro) ,  thQ He’itirn Commirrion  for
Human Right8 (Port-au-Prince), thr, UnivQrrity  o f  PQICQ (Nmur), the Intrrnational
InOtitUtQ  for the S t u d y  O f  Hum&n  Right8 (TriQltQ), QtC,

29. In  1 9 8 3 ,  8 rQgionr1  8Qminrr  fo r  Letin  AmQrice wQ8 Org8ni8Qd in  Sen Jar/,  COrta
Rica, in co-OpQration  with the IntQr-AmQriaQn  Inrtitutr for Human Rightr, with 8
ViQw to  prOmOtin mUltidi8Oiplin8ry rQ8QQrOh  in the field Of hum&n  right8 and in
ordQr t0 dQfinQ  8 bottrr 8tr8tQgy f o r  tQaOhing  thi8 8UbjQCt i n  t h a t .  rQgiOn*

30, mo other: mQQtin98  o f  QxpQrtr are w o r t h  mQntioningI  one o n  thQ improvQmQnt  O f
hum&n right8 in urbrn rrrar, orgrnirad  in Cairo (Egypt) in 1983, in collaborrtion
with thQ A r a b  CQntrQ f o r  RQ8Q8rOh  Q n d  DocumQntation i n  thQ 8OOiQl 8ciQnaoQ,  e n d  OnQ
On the QffQCtiVQ  QXQrCi8.  o f  hum&n  r ight8  b y  diradvantrgrd  group8 OrgrniaQd i n
OuQbQc (Canadr) in 1905,

31, RQCOntlyr  UNESCO Qnoouragrd thQ RQIQIreh Commi+.&;s~  on Sociology and Eduaation
Of thr IntQrnatiOn81 Soaiolo9ical  A88OOi&tiOn  to conduct a 8Qri.8  Of 8tudiQr On thQ
tight to oduaation in differrnt rrgionr  of  thr world. On thQ occarion of the World
CongrQ88 of Sociolo9y in NQW  DQlhi in Au9urt 1966, thQ author8 had thQ Opportunity
t0 di8CU88  thQir papQr8, I n  r d d i t i o n ,  thQ IntQrnationel Arrociation  o f  Crorr-
Cultural Communication, in  collrboration  with the FQdQral  UnivQcrity  of PQfnmbUCO
and with the aupport of UNESCO, orgrni8Qd  in RQcifQ  (RraQil), in IgEl’? 8 mQQting  on
cultural  and linguirtic right8, ThQ IntQrnational Centre o f  Sociolo~iaal,  Penal
and PQnitQntiary  Rarrarch  and StUdiQ8 (Marrim)  in collaboration with UNESCO,
Or9ani8Qd  i n  1 9 6 7  i n  Qisrdini N&108  (Itdy) e n  IntQrnatiOnal  COnfQSQnCQ  O n  ROCi6l
and Human SCiQnCQ8 RQ8Q8rCh  PriOritie8  on Human  Right8. UNESCO ha8 al8o
CO-OpQr&tQd  wi th  thi8 CQntrQ in  thQ trrining Of  hi9hQr pOliCQ  OffiCQr8 in  the  fiQld
of human rights,

32. Following tt.r. prQcQdQnt rrt by thQ rtudiQ8 and bibliography on “Anthropology
and Human Rights” which wQrQ publirhrd in &&~&xA-h&q (VOllUIlQ VI, double
il8UQ,  1988), a  8QriQ8 o f  8nlrlytiC81 8tUdiQ8  o n  “Hi8tory a n d  HIJJMn  R i g h t s ”  WOrQ
prrpsrQd under thQ W8picQ8 Of thQ IntQrnatiOn81 COUnCil  Of Philosophy and
HuMqitiQe. FurthQrmorQ, a compilation of international,  regional end nrtional
text8 concsrning thQ human right8 problQm8  QnCOUnt8rQd by hrrlth profQ8sional8  in
t h e  QXQrCirQ o f  thQir dutior 18 bQing prQp&rQd b y  thQ IntQrnQtiOnal COfMi88ion  O f
HQ8lth  PrOfQ88iOn818,

33, Laltly, UNESCO ao-operated  with thQ Humen  Right8 Training In8titUtQ Of the
French Bsr A88oci8tion  on 16 JUnQ 1966 for a prdagogic  8088iOn 8t which tr8inin9 in
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human right8 in rchoolr for policy OfficQrr,  military aCadQmie8,  training cQr,trQs
for pQnitentiary rtaf I, and so on was discursld.

IV. HUMAN RIQHTS INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTATION

34, Over thQ years, information and UocumQntation havr becomr  thQ hinge on which
action to OnrurQ thQ protQction  and promotion of human right8 haa dQVQlOpQd, ThQ
QffiaiQncy  of action dopQndr  1argQly  on acaQs8 to information on thQ eubjQct.
MorQovQr, both rQ8rarch and tQachfng nQQd thQ backing of reliablQ information and a
knOWlQdgQ  O f  thr rQ8Ult8 O f  8tUdiQ8 CarriQd  Out i n  OthQr COUntriQt!i.  T h i s  analy8i8
ha8 hd UNESCO to pllr8UQ aCtiVitiQ8  along thrQQ linQ8;

( a )  Ths di88QminatiOn  O f  knowlrdgo  a n d :.nformation  on human rights through
thQ mare medial

(b) ThQ strengthening of human rights information and aocumentation  csntres)

(c) T~Q porribility  of establishing a ClQaring-houer  for human rights
traching and QxchangQr  of information on Qxirting human rights Curricula and
COUrOQ8 a t  a l l  1~~~18, and on SpQCiQliZQd  rQcQarch in thir f'old,

35. It iQ a complex mattQr  to 8tUdy thQ rolQ played by the media in thr genQra1
public’s undQr#tanding of pWblOm8  relating to pQaCQr human rights and the right8
O f  PQOPIQS. .M888agQ8  ar. PI&cod  irr 8 COntOXt, and it ir through an analysis of
thQir contQnt  t h a t  the1 ,rgnifiC&CQ  C a n  bo intQrprQtQd.  FUrthQrmOrQ, thQrQ 18
not only the 6POkQr  mQ68agu, b u t  aloo thQ audiovisusl  mQ88agQ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o n
tQleVi8iOn. ThQrQ are zherefore  many and varied levels at which information is
apprQhQnded, It was on thQ basis of studirs which highlightQd this role that
UNESCO carrird out cxpQrimenta1  projrcts  in Latin AmQrica  and the Caribbean and in
Aeia and the Pacific.

36, In order to Q8tablish a network of human right8 documentation centre8, UNESCO
CarriQd  out a series of regional eurveys  on existing human rights documentation
sources, access to them, the fiQldS covered, languages used, and 80 on,

37, All the aurvclye showed that inotitutionr and centres in all regions of the
world are on the lookout for documentation on the international and regional
protection of human rights, the findings of research in the social and human
sciences on various aspQcts  of human rights, and human rights education and
teaching, At present this information is unevenly available and often collected at
random ,

30. The feasibility study was entrusted in 1985 to the Netherlands Institute of
Human Righte in Utrrcht, The study, baeud on knowledge of the efforts made in this
field by OthQr intergovsrnmental and non-govrrnmzntal organizations,  was to zxzmine
the different posribilitiss for co-ordinQt.ing  the dissemination  and circulation of
human rights information and documsntation.
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39, The feasibi l i ty  study,  boaidaa considering the budget that could bo rllocatod
to such a contre and the human reaourcoa that UNESCO could dovota to it, raiaoa the
quertion  of t h a  limi; to be rot on such information and documentation. Limf  ting
the field to education and toaching only would aaem roatrictive, all thr more l o in
that documentation and information on thr one hand, and education and rerearch OR
the other,  are intarralatrd, It  would,  howovor, be going too far tr, ortond i t  to
human rights documentation in general. I t  i s  there fore  ruggortad  that  thr
information and documentation bu confined to8

(a) Human rights education and teaching, including educational  roaoarchl

(b) Roesarch into human righta in the lagal, social  and human mionce~,
particularly rights in Ul~WCOta  fields of compotancor and

(c) Documentation aourcea, bibliographies,  etc.

40. Tho feasibility study rrcommandod in particular:

(a) The aatabliahment  of an international network of inatitutionr which would
conatituta “focal  points” for documentation, in particular by organising regional
seminars ;

(b) The publication of a nowalattor indicating rocondery aourcom of
i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  documentation,  rpacialiaed  bibliographioa,  ate,, i n i t i a l l y  using
the m bullrtfn published by UNESCO in Parir and the regional
b u l l e t i n  antitled -8 Nawa V CM
Eacifb publirhed by UNESCO in Bangkok.

v, INTERNATIONAL CCMQRESS  ON HUMAN RIQHTS TCACHINQ,
INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTATION

41, The International Congress on Human Right6 Toaching, Information and
Documentation, was organimed by UNESCO in Malta from 30 Augurt to 5 September 1987,
nine yeara after the 1978 International Congrera  on the Teaching of Human  Righta
(Vienna) .

42. A questionnaire prepared by the secretariat was sent in 1984 to member Statsa
of UNESCO, international intergovernmental and non-governmental organisations, the
United Nations and the epacialiaad  agencies in order to as6888 the state of
progreas of th.: Plon for the Development of Human Right6 Teaching adopted by the
General ConferenI:c  Sn 1979. An informal international consultation was organised
by rlNESC0 fom 9 to 12 July 1985 to appraise the progress achieved in the
implementation of the Plan,

43, Co-operation with the non-governmental organisations6 was rtepped up as a
reoult of the work of a group on education for the promotion, application and
defence of human rights and education against r&ciam and &AK&MM,  which operated
on an experimental baaia in 1984 and whore mandate har been regularly renowed,
With intellectual and financial support from UNESCO, the working group undertook to



A/43/796
Engliah
Page 32

co-ordinate thr prerentation  of  s ignif icant  act ivi t ies  recently  completed or in
pr0gr055.

44, Following one of thr rocommendationa  of the informal consultation of
July 1985, UNESCO also mado proparationa for the 1987 Congrraa  by moans of regional
meetings at which the probloma of human rights teaching, information and
documentation  were l raminod, A aynopaia of the main question8 addressed is
presented in chapter VII of this document,

45. At the regional meeting in Africa, organised in co-operation with the African
Institute of Human Rights and held in Dakar from 8 to 12 December 1986, the
following three items wore considered1 (a) human rights teaching in Africa)
(b) human rights  information and documentations  and (c) human rights and

international co-operation  1s development,

461 The regional meeting in Latin America  and the Caribbean was held in Quit3 from
26 to 28 Ja;luary  1987, in co-operation with the Latin American Association for
Human Rights. Tha meeting focused its discussions on the following themrat
(a) human rights education in Latin America!  (b) human rights and the social
sciences in Latin Americar  (c) culture and human rights) (d) science and technology
and human righter (e) communication an3 human rightrr and (f) human rights
documentation  and information,

47, The meeting in the Arab S t a t e s  region, held in Cairo from 7 to 9 May 1987 in
co-operation with the Arab Organisation for H u m a n  Rights and the Arab Law/era
Union ,  dea l t  wi th  the  fo l lowing  two  c e n t r a l  themoar (a) the toaching of human
rights; and lb) information and documentation in the field of human rights, Nina
working documents were prepared for the meeting, covering specif ic  subjects  such as
human rights teaching at the university level) human rights roaearch and
publications, including periodicals and “grey literaturett  (theses, study papers,
etc,)r human rights and their dipP*mination  through the mass mediar and human
righta documentation.

48. The regional meeting for Aria and tho Pacific, organised in co-operation with
the Australian National Commission for UNESCO and the Human Rights Centre of the
University of Now South Wales (Sydney),, was held in Sydney (Australia) from 9 to
12 May 1987. After a general exchange of views on human rights teaching in Asia
and the Pacific, and axemination of tho 12 documents prapared, the meeting dealt
with the fol lowing iaauoa: (a) hurr.an  r i g h t s : teaching and learningr (b) human
rights! information and documentation4 (c) human rights teaching and informationt
probloma of special groupal and (4) humen rights  teaching and information in Asia
and the Pacific,

49, Lastly, the Europe regional meeting (Western Europe, North America and Eastern
Europa), organieod  in co-operation with thr Intornational Institute of Human Rights
(Strarbourg),  w a s  hold in Straabourg/Klingrnthal on 12 anu 13 May 1987, The
diacuaaiona focuoed on; (a.) human rights education or teaching, including higher
education) (b) the training of  teachers apocialioing  in human r ights,  and l ifelong
or continuing l tiucation; (c) research in the aocisl and human sciences relating to
human rightcj (d) human rights documentation and informationr  and (e) culture,
communication and human rights.
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50, Furthermore, in ordrr to take  stock of th proqrora  of work throughout the
world in the field of human rightr toaching, roaoarch,  information and
documentation, UNESCO rrquertad tha relevant regional or national infititutionfi to
propar@ atudiofi,  particularly on human rightr educational fiyrtomr and progrmmor
(their l ffiCi*nCy, tha innovationa called for, rocrnt  l xporimonta, inrtancor of
fiucCefifi, trond6,  stc,).

51, Srvfiral nsrional commia~iona  and intrrzaational  non-governmanta  organiaationa
or  aarociatiuna  that  deal wi th  humrn righta havr proparrd  nat iona l  report8 or
amplified t h e  study o f  t h e  aubjacta addraaaad b y  the Congroan, Examploa ara tha
report ontitled “Certainor do&or  aur laa activith d’onaoignomont  et do promotion
de  la  comprihonaion  d o  l a  probldmatiqua  doe dro i ta  d o  l’hommr  an Roumanio”
communicrtrd  to UNESCO by thr Romanian  authoritioa;  the “R&Mon d’information ot
da consultation  antro organiaatfona non gouvornomrntalra  intdtoaaha  par lo
diveloppemrnt  d’una /ducation  ot d’un enarignomant  relatifa l ux droita da l’hommr”
h o l d  i n  Geneva  o n  the initiative  o f  t h r  Qrnova  International  Centre f o r  the
Teaching of Human Righta and Poacrr and the “Collcquo aur 108 d r o i t r  d o  l’homma  a u
Libanl rnafiignrmrnt, information, documentation”  organiard by thr Lobanraa Human
Right8 haoociation, hold in Beirut (Lebanon) on 6 and 7 Docambor  1986 and on 5 find
6 Docamber  1987.

52, It should alao be pointed out that Commiarion  VI of the Sacond World Congroaa
on Human Righta, held in Dakar from 8 to 12 Docombor  1986, diacuaaed human righto
teaching and formulated recommondationa intended for the international community,

53, The final report of the Malta Congrrrr  ir available  at the UNESCO rocrrtariat,
in English and in French (document SHS-87/CONF,401/15).

VI I FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIQHTS

54, The Director-General  haa front a circular letter to  al l  Miniatorr  of Education
of the member Statea of UNESCO and to the National Commirrionr,  pointing out the
organication’a  rpocific  competrnco  in the field of human rightr and drawing the
attention of mrmbor  States to the importance of co-operation with a view to
achieving ths goals set by the Univaraal Declaration of Human Rights, The
Directc%r-General  would wirh that Human Right8 Day ba celobratod in all schools
throughout the world, On 2 November  1988, thr Director-General launched an appeal
to that effect to all Heads of State and Government.

55, The Director-General has aloo decided that UNESCO should co-operate with the
Special Committee of International Non-Governmental Organisations on Humsn  Rights
(Geneva) in the holding of a seminar on human right8 at UNESCO headquarters and at
the Palais de Chaillot  (Paris) from 8 to 10 December 1988.

56, ha of 5 December 1988, UNESCO intend8  to orgsniro  rrrveral activitiefi  to
commemorate ths fortieth annivrrrary of the Univerral Declaration of Human Righta,
An important international  meeting on human rights will be held from 5 to
7 Docomber  1958, in which 8ome 50 eminent fipecialifitr  from all over the world will
participate with a view to making their contribution to fresh thinking on UNESCO’o
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human rights programme, Furthermore, UNESCO will organiao  at haadquartora,  on
7 Dacombor  1988, a Young Pooplo~a Human Rights Day, in co-operation with the World
Fedoration of UNESCO  Cluba, Controa  and ha8ociationa and the French  Fadoration  of
UNESCO Clubs. On the aamo d a y , an exhibition  of photographa will br inaugurated
i l l u s t r a t i n g  the activitira o f  the h a a o c i a t e d  Schoola.  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  documentation
and toaching materials in the field of human rights disseminated by UNESCO will
also bo preaonted at that  exhibition.

57, hn ififiuo of the bulletin fi at w will bfi devoted
to the fortieth annivoraary  of the Univormal  Declaration of Human Rights, The
Journal m, publiahod  by the organisation in English, Frrnch and
Spanish,  will  contain a section dealing with human rights act ivi t ies,  Lastly ,  in
order to hrlp to improvr  knowlodge of hwan  rights among the general public, UNESCO
has diatributod to the National Commififiionfi copies of the 1982  porter on the
Univoraal Declaration  of Human Rights, h porter on the Universal Daclaration by
the artist Zagoraki is being roprintod  ao that it can bo distributed to mrmbor
Statoa that may wish to have rxhibition  m~tarial, Throw other poatora are
rvailablo,  two by the artirt Bonn ontitled “Poaco and Juatico*’  and Veace and Human
Rights” and a third on the Declaration  of  the Rights  o f  the Child,

58. In addition, specific l ctivith concerning the fortieth anniverrary  are
planned in order to examine the l afiential rolr of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, Such is thr cafio  with regard to the l acond l eaaion of the
Conaultativo Committee on steps to promoto the full and comprohonaivr
implementation  of thr 1974 Raaommendation  (21-25 Novombor  1988) and the
international consultation on an interrogionrl project  to ensure that the
achiovomontfi  of the haaociated Schools Project have the nrcoaaary multiplier
l ffoct, to bo held in Bangkok from 12 to 16 Docomber  1988.

VII, CONCrrU8IONs

59. The International Congrerfi on Human Rights Education, Information and
Documentation, nine years after the International Congress on Human Rights Teaching
(Vienna,  19761,  aaarraed  the progrmfir achievrd in that field, particularly in the
context of the implementation of UNESCO’s Plan for the Development of Human Rights
Teaching.

60. It should be pointed out that education and teaching, research, information
and documentation are cloasly linked, In the absence of constantly re;lewed and
updated rraearch to take account of changing wonomic, social, cultural and
p o l i t i c a l  r e a l i t i e s , education and teaching may wither away into abstract discourse
without any real hold on reality. N&&w, research  is on ly  poss ib l e  i f
institutions and rosearchers hr.vo BCCOSI to updated information and documentation,

61. The study of all the rocommendrtionr  made a t the five r e g i o n a l  prflparatary
meetings for thr Congroaa  brought out convergoncw  which are summod up below1
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62, The universality of the human rights proclaimed  by the Universal Declaration
Of Human Rights and rocogniaed by the International Covonanta of 1966  ifi
reiterated, UNESCO’s action should be placed within this framodork,  Howover, a8
rogarda  international  co-operation, the methodological approach to human righta
education and teaching ana the prioritioa given to roloarch, information and
documentation may vary from one rrgion  to another,

63. All of UNESCO’s progrwo activitira in the field of human rights should
continua to draw on the guiding principlea affirmed in resolution 34146 of
23 November 1979, in which the United Nations Qrnoral Aaaembly  reaffirmed ice
conviction that all human rights are indiviaiblo  and intordrpendent, and that equal
attention should be given to tho implementation, promotion and protection  of both
c i v i l  and  po l i t i ca l , and economic, social  and cultural  rights.

64. InstructPen in human rights should be given at all levels and in all forma of
education,  intograted  into the different diaciplinoa  and rrflected in the,
curricula.

65. For such education to bo l ffoc�iivo, the wry atmoaphoro  of social and cultural
institutions must reflect rrapect for human rightaj  such education should bo
founded on a basis of reciprocity, solidarity and juaticr.

66, Educational action should take into account cultural diversity throughout the
world,  and be baaed on the cultural  identity,  aocisl  valuaa, langucrgo,
socialisation and communication ayatema,  etc. specific to each country.

67. The training of trainers is l aaential in the field of human rights. h
particular effort should be made to encourage innovations and pilot project@ in
teachor-training collogea.

68. Teaching methods in human rights rducation should be active, with the maximum
poaaible recourse to discovery and creative work by pupils or students. Data
co l l ec t ion ,  in terv iews ,  exh ib i t iona , etc. promote an in-depth undrratanding of
human rights problems.

69, At present,  there is  a  dearth of  teaching materials in this area* It is
therefore neceaaary to l ncourago the production and distribution oL materials which
have born tsfitrd and evaluated in practice. Particular attention should be paid to
audiovirual nida,  a teaching medium that  has been l i t t le  rxploited 60 far.

70. Human rights rducation should be the basis of non-formal or mafia educlrtion
programmer  particularly in adult  rducation, Innovative experimente  carried out  in
many regions, particularly in rural arrar, doserve  support and rncouragrment.
Education should take into account the situation of disadvantaged group0 such as
refugeea, e t h n i c , linguietic a n d  r e l i g i o u s  m i n o r i t i e s ,  a n d  so onD Tt s h o u l d  aleo
be noted that non-formal education  is  one of  the responsibi l i t ies  of, for oxampler
trade unions,  professional  arf iocist iona and learned societ ies ,
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71, I n  the context  of  lifelong or  cont inuing  education,  specific  toaching should
b e  dorignod  f o r  the Qroforrionalr moat dirrctly concornod w i t h  human rightr, much *
a8 magirtratrr, lawyor8,  aivll 8orvmt8,  Qolicrmen,  mombrrr  o f  t h e  a r m e d  forcol,
journalirtr, trade unionirtr, racial WOrkOr8,  health gorronnol, etc., w i t h  d u o
regard for the typo of QrOblOm8 with which thry havr to Joal,

72, Human right8 l duoation and teaching rhould bo providrd in the langurge urocl
by thO8@  concmrnod, and br l OOO88iblO to thorn in that/thoro lrnguago(8).

c h  i n  Q

73, Since the rapid dovolopmont of human right8 education and toaching depend8 to
a groat l xtont on prdagogical ralOarCh, 8UCh rO8aarCh  rhould bo l naourag8d,
particularly f rom a comparative viowpo.int  and with a virw to valuating the r88uitr
o f  thir education,

74, The introduction of human right8 curricula rhould br encouraged, not Only in
law facultier but in  facultior of  litoraturm, human xiancer, racial and economic
rciancrr and alro in faoultior of rcienco,  medicine,  pharmacy, etc,, adopting the
approach rpocific  to oath di8CiplinO.

75, The l 8tabli8hmOnt 0: 8QOCialilOd  humcrn  right8 training, roroarch and
docum8ntation  centre8  o r  inrtitutor,  a n d  t h e i r  rtrengthaning i n  countrier whrrr
they already  axilt, rhould bo promoted on mUltidi#CiQlinary linrr,

76, Intorrrpional and rogionrl rO8OarCh  and roroarchrr-training  programmer  rhould
bs l ncouragod, particularly with a view to co-oprration among drvoloping countrioo,
together with rxchangor  of  crxporioncr and of  toachorr  and rrroarchrrr.

77, Publ ica t ion8  rhould  be  urrd to dirrrminatr rorearch f i n d i n g 8  and to  COntribUt8
t o  a  knowledge  o f  the inrtitutionr rpecialiling i n  t r a i n i n g ,  rorrarch a n d
documrntation  in thr f ield of  human right8,

78. The rolationrhip  b8two.n  l thic8, human right8 and rlCent Qrogr888  in th8
biological  rcirncer  and technology rhould be rtudird more dorply. For rxample,  a
8tUdy rhould be mado  of the link8 botwron profsrrional  l thic8 and human rightr,
arpecially with a view to training thm proforrionals  most directly concerned with
human riQht8,

79. Human right8 rorrarch rhould help to bring out the connection with the highly
top ica l  problomr fac ing  difformt rociotier  and the  in ternat iona l  Community  a6 B
w h o l e  (dovolopment,  peacoN dircrimination,  i n t o l e r a n c e ,  etc.). R e s e a r c h  8hould
al80 take into account the radical  Chang88  at  work in rociety and the etm8rgencs  o f
nrw 80ci81  movrm0iIt8, n e w  pattern8 o f  racial organisation,  etc.

00. The ma88 mOdi play a predominant role in dicseminating knowledge  ebout human
right8 to the general  public. Experiment8 and innovations in thi8 field,
particularly in information progr8mme8r  dorervo to be encouraged.
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81. It  ir QO88iblO  ‘ t h a t  inrufficimnt  rocourre ha8 bran had to non-conventional
communication mrdia in dirreminatinq knowledge of human rightr. Herr  allo groator
use 8hould br m a d e  o f  t h r  thoatro,  p a i n t i n g ,  t h e  c i n e m a ,  rongr o r  ev8n e d u c a t i o n a l
or  s o c i a l  gM1.8,

82. Documentation  contror rhould bo l 8tabli8hed or rtrotiqthenrd  in order to
rupport educational  w o r k  ’ id roroarch. A network of documentrtion  contror rhould
graducllly  be l 8tabli8h8d with a view to improved dirrrmination at thr international
l.vrT.

03, Special  attlntion rhould bo paid to 8ducational  documentation,  with a  view not
Only to production but alro to improved di88OminatiOn.

84, T r a i n i n g  Lhould be provided  in  docum8ntation  (collection, proceroing, 8tOraQ@,
circulation) which will take account of the rpecific nature of tile human right8
f ield.

55. The porribility of proparing  a human right8 theraurur  rhould bo rtudiod  in
co l laborat ion  wi th  the rolovant international  and regional  organiaationr,

06. Whenever porriblr  and whorovor  the nead ir mart keenly Colt, l ncouragomont and
eupport should br given to the crration of a liairon or information :!owrletter6 and
their circulation to univorritior, teacher8 and organiaationr  concerned  with human
right8 in different geographical , linguictic o r  c u l t u r a l  rogionr,

87. Co-operation with non-govrrnmental  organisation8 at the national, rrgionrl  and
int8rnational  lrval8 ir e q u a l l y  v i t a l , The loading role that they play in the
field8 of education and training, rolearch, information  and documentation d88erVe8
to be emphariaod,

00, RO8OlUtiOn  217 (III)  D,  rdoptod Ly thr United Nation8 General  A88embly on
10 December 1948, appoalrd  to all Mambor Gtater to give due publicity  to th8 text
of the Univerral  Declaration of Human Right8 and to “cau8e  it to be di888minat8d,
displayed, read and expounded  principally in 8ChOCl8 and other 8ducational
ins t i tu t ions” . The dirr@mination  of baric human right8 text8 is thus a long-
etandin9  commitment for all GOVOrtmJnt8,

091 It io therefore nrcrrsary  to erek fund8 and rmquert the co-operation of Member
Stats8 in order to ensure the dirremination  of ba8iC human right6 text8 such a6 the
Univrrral  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  H u m a n  Rightr, the International Covenant8 of 1966,
international  convontionr  a n d  other rtandardr  and QrOCOdUrO8  approved at  the
internat iona l  l eve l . It is rrcogni8ld that Member State8 will not be in a position
to meet their international  commitmontr a8 long a8 there ir 110 access to the ba8iC
text8 in the language8 required for the teaching and training activitior which ar8
carried out, in either 8 form81 or a non-formal context,


