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GENERAL AND COMPLETE DISARMAMENT

REVIEW AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONCLUDING DOCUMENT OF THE
TWEL?TH SPECIAL SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

REVIEW OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE
STRENGTHENING OF INTERNATIONAL SECURITY

ALTERNATIVE APPROACHES AND WAYS AND MEANS WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS
SYSTEM ?OR IMPROVXNQ THE EFFECTIVE ENJOYMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS MD

FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS

I have the honour to rnclose herewith the views of my Government concerning
the transfer of and international trade in arms and their serious consequences for
international peace and security.

I should be grateful if you would have this letter and its annex distributed
as an official document of the General Asaembly under items 64, 65, 72 and 104.

(a.md) Enrique PEfiALOSA
Ambassador
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ANNEX

TrrnrirrKdlia..ermr

The baaio problem of roaurity  frcinq dovolopinq countrior ir that of
protwting thrir economic, political and roairl 6ovrlopmrnt  from both internal and
l rtotnrl thrortr - from the thrortr  inhorrnt in the procorr of national
aonatruotion and from thorn@ originating 8t the intrrnationrl  10~1, whrrr tha UIO
of foroa and intimidation oontinuo to br part of the diplomray of force, rrpscially
by nrtionr which wield economia, trchnologicrl and military powor within tho
intarnrtionrl  aonununity,

In our l ffortr to aonrolidrto our still frrgilo Urvolopmont, wo oouirtrirr  of
thr third world find ourrolvor frcinq rn l xtromoly qravo rorior of moral criror of
univorral rcopr whiah throaton to lord to an irrrvorriblo rnd world-wide collrprr
in ouch vitrl arm8 88 nualorr confrontation, thr rcologiorl imbrlrnco,  the food
crisis, and thr oontiauinq mars rbarifico of human boingr to the forcrr of
violanc@, undrrdovrlopm*nt rnd raonomio 8nd politiarl dirordar,

The trrdo in rtmr - one of the mart prrniaiour problomr *‘e facr - in a clear
mrnifrrtation  of the morrl doclino of our timer, Wo know . wrll it.
conroqurnao~~ It combiner the moat divorrr  riturtionr, kno, no ideological or
qo,oqrrphiarl frontiorr, inVOlW8 811 typo8 Of werponr 8nd pi8y8 l praponderrnt role
in fanning the flunor  of war , aonfliot, lUbVOfliOnr  WtrOriam 8nd ViOlOnCe, Thm
rorl dongor to world poroo  duo to the unaontrollrd trrnrfor of arm8 ir
incrlculrblo.

Intmrnrtionrl law ha8 little to ray on thir problrm, rdmittinq  to ita
l xiatrnco but omrttinq it from ita lilt of prioritiol, Thir ir incomprtiblr with
tha futurr of international law, which ia C8lhd upon to provide a code of conduct.
that ir rbovo thr rolfirh intorortti of the few.

Control and condomnation of the arma trade have not boon considorod by
compotont  ruthoritier ruch aI the Commirrion on Human Riqhtr, which, toqothor  with
thoar l ntrurtod with winninq rorpoct  for the norm8 of intornrtional  law, have
rrniqnod thomrrlvoa to the fact thrt the arm8 tranrfor violator the fundamental
principloa of the Univor8al  Declaration  of Human Rights,

Thor. I8 a laxity in the conduct of many countries which caure8 srriou8  harm
to intornrtional  corxistanco. The nrrd Colt by cartein countrio to protect thr
arma trade ir couplrd with thr unlimitrd tolerance of othrrr when the normr of life
in roairty arm flouted. It i8 not feariblr, nowever,  for any State to waaksn its
defcncor in the rbrence of qusrantmrs  that tha principlrr of law am-3 the non-we of
forcr will provril  in mutusl relstionr, and that it8 rovereiqnty and territorial
integrity will not br placrd at rirk,

Thr effort8 math 80 far to rrgulato and fix rrrponsibilitir8 tot thir trade
have friled, Thry havo been aclipred by political intererts,  the profit motive and
thr rimplo frrr of rlionatfnq the pompour and powerful war indurrtry,
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The devulopinq  world ha8 been the acene and, naturally, the victim of nearly
all armed conf lictr in recent drcader. Many of them, generated by foreign
intorvuntion or intereata 8timUlatOd by the erma morchantr,  are al80 e
manifestation of the clarric rtrataqem whereby it ia COnDidOr@d more profitable and
leaa dangerous to wage a war in forriqn landr and with othera a8 the COmb8tant8.
This ie not a problem, then, which may be conaiqned to hiDtOry it ia a drama which
every day become8 more ClODOl: araociated with world political event8 and impinqes
cw the riqht of people8 t0 Dalf-det@rminatiOn.

Morally there 18 no difference between a peraon who die8 by force of arm8 and
one who in condemned to death by rtarvation. The great moral queationa which arise
from the alow growth of the world economy in the face of the diaayinq build-up in
erm&montn  and the riqhtful dirratirfaction of people8 with their precariour
conditions of exiatonco demand an imtnediatr rorponro in the light of the right of
avory humnn being to n minimum rtandard of living rend a life in dignity.

Ry permitting free accoaa to the inatrumentr  of dearth,  the untrammelled arm8
trade threaten8 that moat racred x,iqht, the right to life. I n  thr 88mr w a y ,  like
the free lralo Of arm8 in the national COnteXt, it fODter8 Crht.

Tho arms trade la alao related to the right to development. The human,
czonomic and technological reaourcea  employed in the military rector contreat
sharply, in many countflea, with the rerourcer allocated to the civilian aector,
This paradox, which ir present even in the induatrializrd countrier, turn8 the
scale of civilised  value8 Upride down and generates attitude8 which dirtort the
right of every human being to all-round development,

Another parado?< rhould be noted in the field of bilateral arriatance to
counttiea of the third world, The bulk of this aasirtance ha8 not alwayr been
oriontad towardn solving their development problemst qenerally  it ha8 been a
f:urrcti.on  of certain rtrategic ObjOCtiVe8, perceived by eome as paramount in the
context of world predominance.

HJtherto, there has clearly been a dehumanised pollticsl nnd economic aspect
to th, arms t.rade, The great danger that this may be transformed into an axiom of
international life connot be ignored, given the i!esSre for pesce and international
s0curit.y. The so-called “little wars” in the third world bear within them the
seeds of mujor conflicts that may escalate into a world conflagration.

Hence there will be a need to lay clown principles and take action to protect
the citizens of the world from violations of human riqhts and from breaches of
lognl norm8 caused blp the international transfer of arms. It will also be
nucesenry to develop a collective conaciousneas  so that. suppliers end recipients of
i\rms would accept the rules of the game and act within a legal framework. The
intarnotlonal  community would ntand to gain by preventing or reducing all
categories of of:fancos against mankind prompted by the arms trade, ranqing from
armed conflict to support for the traffic in drugs,

All coun)~riea have an obligation to take constructive action to achieve peace
in al 1 corners of the e&rth,  even in places where some peop1.e  apparently think t.hat
violence is permissible.

/ I , .
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Thor. rlro rrirtr the fundamontrl  priaaiplo  of Itrto rorponribility u&or
intornrtionrl law, l rorpoaribility  whioh ir a oorollrry to the well-protsotob
r!ght to rovoroignty. Every Itrto hrr 8 duty to rorpoat iator~rtioarl norm@ within
itm owa boundrrioa, lo Utrto mry prrtioiprto in or ignore brorohor  of ruah nwrn8,
o r  dirrrgrrd  itr rorpAnribility.

The third rpoairl rorriea dovotrd to dir8rmrmont  rovorlod the oonoorn in many
oouatrirr rbout the prorring problem of the trmrfor of 8rmr. Thor. oouatrirr
l rprorrod intorort in l rploring the potrntirl role of multilrtorrl maah8niamar
prrtioulrrly the United N8tionr, in rOgul8tinQ the intOrn8tiOn81 tr8nafOr  Of rrmr.

The Ioarrtrry-0onor81,  for hir prrt, hrr rmphrtiarlly unborraorod  thr 8dvorrr
l ffaOtm on intmnrtional  prrao l d WOUrity Of the indiaOrimin8tO tr8nafOr  Of rrmr,
l r~OOi811y t0 8r.88 Of OOnfliOt 8nd tOn#iOnr

Likow:ro, the Movomont of Non-Aliqnod Countrior rnb arvorrl non-govorxunontrl
orgmirrtionr hrvo rtrorrod  the noad to mobiliro foraor to oountorrat the d8agrrr
whiah the 8rma trrdo poror to iatornrtionrl roourity 8nd, ia prrtioulrr,  to the
DO800 t rraurity and dovrlopmrnt  of aountrior of the third world.

It will thoroforo  bo noooorrry to dovolop  8n iatornrtional  oon#oiouIaoaa
rogrrding the trrnrfor  of brma in l aorbmoa with thb obrorv8nor of humrn  rightr
l d the norm@ of intornrtionrl 18~ l mbodiod in the Chrrtor of the United N8tionr.

The Commiorion on Humra Rightr might dovalop 8 moahrnirm to monitor
intOrn8tiOn81  tr8nlfOra  of rrml l d booumant  ViOl8tiOnl  of humrn riqht9 OOaUrring
in aonnootion with ruoh trrnrforr,

The rim, than, rhould not rololy bo to h8vo the tr8nrf.r of rrmr oondomnob by
the intOrn8tiOn81  OOmmunity; it rhould 8180 bo t0 UIO l Xiatinq iutOrn8tiOnal
mochmirmr l d 8dopt  multilrtorrl,  rogionrl, bil8tOr81 Or Unil8tOr81 mO8rur.r t0
control and rrduoo that trrda 8nd atop unl8wful tr8amfor8r

Ho are oonvinaod of the importmoo of trking ration aa 11oon 88 porriblo to
curb the rrmr trlido, whiah ir now being urod to dirturb the intornrl roourity of
many nrtionr rnd to l xrcorbrto the confliat  8nd tonrion thrt rtrongthon the
8nti-diBarmmOnt mOVlmQnta

The objoctivra of such rction lhould b.1

(1) To prohibit the tranrfar of 8rma to aroan of oonfliatr

(2) To l roraire rdrqurto  oontrolr 10 am to prrvont the overt or aovort rupply
Of rrmr from intOrfOring with the pOaaOfU1 p-Ogroll Of 811 pooplor tOw8rda  mooi
rnd raonomiG dovrlopmont.

In order for tlroro objoativrr to bo rttrinrd, it will bo moorrrry:

(1) For produoor  oountrior to l xoroiro propor monitoring l d aontrolr over
the trrnmfor of the rrmr whioh they produooj
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(2) For the pUreh8min9 aountrior to  roach  regional  agrormrnta  on p r o h i b i t i n g
thr import of 8rmm whiah aro not nocrsmrry  for their internal mocurity  or which
might cromto  mimtrumt in the rogiont

(3) For rupplirr and rmipiont eountrior to agree on intoraatioaal  mochaniama
for  the purport of l imit ing the tranmfor  of  arm,, Identifying tho black market in
arms and identifying moaauroa  to provont black-market  activitiorr

(4) For countriom rolling wmr and thorn purcharing  arma to irrue periodic
roportm on their tranrmctionr, and for an intornrtional  rogiutrr of ruch
tranractionr  to bo l mtablimhod under thm aumpicem of the United Nationrt

(5) For thr United Nation8 to umo itm mrchanimmm in order to fulfil thr role
of muporviming and controlling the intrrnational arm8 tradr.

While ruch moamurom may not l liminato unlawful tranmform altogethrr, accomm to
armm would bo more difficult for thorn who rook to 8ow fear end dircord. Such
moa8ur.8 would roducr the tragic mquandoring  of romourcom, which are neodod for
development, and contribute  to the poocrful mottlomunt of conflicts. Tho
fulfilment of commitmontm togarbing the tranrfor  of arm8 would also conmiitutr a
gwauioo  confidonco-building moaruro at  the iatornational 1~01.

All of thir would drmonrtrato to the international community that the United
Nation8 ir striving to dovmlop all the principlrm inrpiring the Organisation, and
that no area can now omcapo ttm mcrutiny. It would thur bo rtrongthoning
confidoncr in all 8mpoatm  of the ryrtom and promoting thm procoma of global
COoXi8tonCo.

s-m--


