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Letter dated 29 September 1088 from the Permanent Representative of

| have the honour to enclose herewith the views of my Governnent concerning

the transfer of and international trade in arms and their serious consequences for
international peace and security.

| should be grateful ifyou would have this letter and its annexdistributed
as an official docunent of the General Asaembly under items 64, 65, 72 and 104.

(Signed) Enrique PENALOSA
Anbassador
Permanent Representative

88- 23976 0443g (E)




A/43/668
Inglish
Page 2

ANNEX

Ixanafer of and international trade in_arms

The basic problem of security frcing developing countries is that of
protecting their economic, political and social development from both internal and
® rtotnrl threats -~ from the threats inherent in the process of nationa
construction and from those originating at the interunational level, where the use
of force and intinidation continue to be part of the diplonray of force, especially
by nrtionr which wield economie, trchnologicrl and military power within tho
internstional community.

In our @ ffortr to consolidate our still fragile development, we countries Of
thr third worl d find ourselves frcing an ® xtromoly grave series of moral crises of
universal scope which threaten tO lord to an irreversible and world-wide collapse
in such vital areas 88 nuclear confrontation, thr ecological imbalance, the food
crisis, and thr oontiauing mass sacrifice Of human beings to the forces of
violence, underdevelopment and economic and politiarl disorder.

The trade in arms - one of the most pernicious problems -re face - is a clear
menifestation of the morrl decline of our timer, We know . will dte
consequences. |t combines the most diverseriturtionr, kner no ideological or
geographical frontiers, involves all types Of weapons and piays e preponderant role
i N fanning the flames of war, conZlioct, subversion, terrorism and violence. The
real danger to worl d peace duo to the unaontrolird transfer of arms is
incalculable.,

Intmrnrtionrl law has little to ray on thir problrm admitting to its
® Xxiatrnco but ematting it from its 1ist of priorities., This is inconprtiblr with
the future Of international | aw, which is called upon to provide a code of conduct.
that is above thr selfish interests of the few.

Control and condomation of the arms trade have not boon considered by
competent authorities such as the Commission on Human Rights, which, together with
those ® ntrurtod Wi th W nni nq respectfor the norms Of international law, have
rerigned themselves to the fact that the arms transfer Violator the fundamental
principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

There is a laxity i N the conduct of many countries which causes serious harm
to international coexistence. 'Che need Colt by certain countries to protect thr
arms trade iscoupled with thr unlimitrdt ol erance of others when the normr Of life
in society armflouted. |t is not feasible, nuwever, for any State to waaksn its
defences in the absence of quarantees that the principles Of law and t he non-use of
force will prevail in nutusl relations, and that it8 sovereignty and territorial
integrity will not be placed at risk.

Thr efforts made 80 far tO regulate and fi x responsibilities tot this trade

have failed, Thry havo been eclipsed by political 4interests, the profit motive and
thr simple fear of alienating the pompous and powerful war industry.
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The devewloping world ha8 been the scene and, naturally, the victim of nearly
all armed conflictr in recent decades. Many of them generated by foreign
intervuntion or interests stimulated by che arms merchants, arec also a
mani f estati on or the classic stratagem whereby itis considered nore profitable and
less dangerous to wage a war in forrign lands and with others a8 the combatants,
Thisie not a problem then, which maybe consigned to historys it is a dramm which
every day becone8 nore closel: associated with world political event8 and impinges
on the right of peoples to self-determination.

Morally theve is no difference between a person who dles by force of arm8 and
one who in condemed to death by rtarvation. The yreat noral questions which arise
from t he slowgrowth of the world econony in the face of the diaaying build-up in
armamentsand the rightful dissatiafaction of people8 with their precarious
conditions of existence denand an immediate response in the light of the right of
every human being to a minimumstandard of living and a life in dignity.

By pernmitting free accessto the instruments of death, the untrammel |l ed arm8
trade threatens that npat sacred right, the right tolife. Inthr same way |ike
the froe aale O armain the national context, it fosters crime.

Tho armstrade is also related to the right todevelopnent. The human,
c~onomic and t echnol ogi cal resources enployed in the nilitary rector contrast
sharply, in manycountries, with the rerourcer all ocated to the civilian sector,
This paradox, which is present even in the industrialized countries, turns the
scal e of civilized val ue8 upside down and generatesattitude8 which distort the
right ofevery human being to all-round development.

Another paradox should be noted in the field of bilateral assistance to
countries of the third world, The bulk of this assistance ha8 not always been
oriented towardn solving their development problems; generally it ha8 been a
function of certain strategic objectives, perceived by some as paranount in the
context of world predominance.

Hitherto, there has clearly been a dehunmani sed political nnd econom c aspect
to th>» arms trade, The great danger that this may be transformed into an axiom of
i nternational life cannot be ignored, given the c¢esire for peace and international
sncurity. The so-called “little wars” in the third world bear within them the
seeds of mujor conflicts that may escalate into a world confl agrati on.

Hence there will bea need to lay clown principles and take action to protect
the citizens of the world from violations of human rights and from breaches of
lognl norms caused by the international transfer of arms. It will also be
necessary to develop & collective consciousness so that. suppliers endrecipients of
arms would accept the rules ofthe gameand act within a legal framework. The
international community woul d stand to gain by preventing or reducing all
categories of offences agai nst mankind pronpted by the arms trade, ranging from
armed conflict to support for the traffic in drugs,

All couniries have an obligation to take constructive action to achi eve peace
in al 1 corners of the earth, even in places where some people apparently think that
violence is permssible.
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There riro exists the fundamental princiyle of State responsibility under
intornrtionr| law, e responsibility which is a oorolirry to the well-protected
right to sovereignty. Every Statehas 8 duty to respect iateruational norms Wit hin
its own boundaries. Io State may participate in or ignore breaches of ruah n»>rms,
Or disregard its resp.nsibllity.

The third special sessiocn devoted to disarmament revealed the concern in many
oouatrirr sbout the pressing problem of the transfer of arms, Those oouatrirr
® rprorrod interest in ® rploring the potrntirl role of nultilrtorrl mechanisms,
particularly the United Nations, i N regulating the interanational transfer Of arms.

The Secretary-General, for his part, has emphatically underscored thr adverse
® XxX'S5[H40Q oninternationalpeace® ( security oftheindiscriminate transfer ofarms,
e specially toareas Ofconflict and tension.

Likewise, the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries and several non-goveranmental
organisations have stressed the need t0 mobilise forces {0 counteract the dangers
whi ah the arms trade poses t0 iatermational roourity and, in particular, to the
peace, security and development of countries of the third world.

It Wi || therefore be neceasary tO develop an international consciousness
regarding the transfer of arms in ® aorbmoa With the observance of human rights
® d thenorms of intornrtionrl law ® mbodiod in the Charter of the United Nations.

The Commission ON Human Rights might develop 8 mechanism to monitor
international transfers of arma @ ( document violations of human righta occurring
in connection With ruoh transfers.

The rim then,r houl d not solely be to have the transfer of arms condemned by
the international community; it rhoul d also be touse ® X ating international
mechanisms @ ( adoptmultilateral, regional, bilateral O unilateral measures to
control and reduce that trade 8nd stop unlawful traasfers.

We are convinced of the importance of taking ration as soon as possible to
curb the arms trade, whiahis now beingusedto dirturb theinternal roourity of
many nations and to ® Xxrcorbrto the conflict and tension that strengthen the
anti-disarmament movament,

The objectives of such action should be:

(1) To prohibit the transfer of arms to areas of conflict;

(2) To ® roraire adequate oontrolr so as to prevent the overt or covert supply
Of arms from interfering Wit h the peaceful progress Of all peoples towards social
and economic development.

In order for those objectives to be attained, it Wi || be -ecessary:

(1) For producer countries to ® xoroiro propernonitoring ® daontrolr over
the transfer of the arms whi oh they produce)
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(2) For the purchasing countries 10 roach regional agreements ON prohibiting
thr import of arms which are NOt necessary fOr their internal security or which
might create mimtrumt in the region;

(3) For supplier and recipient countries to agree On international mechanisms
for the purpose Of limiting the transfer of arms, |dentifying tho black market i n
arms and identifyi ng measures to prevent black-market activities;

(4) For countries rolling arms and those purchasing arms to issue periodic
reports ON their transactions, and for an international regiuter of such
transactions t0o be ® mtablimhod under the auspices of the United Nations;

(5) For thr United Nation8 to use its mrchanimmm i n order to fulfil thr role
of supervising and controlling the international arm8 tradr.

While such measures may HM[14¢ @ [iminatounlawful transfers altogether, access to
armm would be more difficult for those Who seek to sow fear end discord. Such
measures Woul d reduce the tragic squandering of resources, whi ch are needed for
development, and coatribute to tho peaceful settlemwnt of conflicts. Tho
fulfilment of commitments regarding the transfer Of arm8 woul d also cons.itute a
genuine confidonco-building measure at the international level.

All of this would demonstrate to the international community that the United
Nati on8 4is striving to develop all the principlrm inspiring the Organisation, and
that no area can now escape its scrutiny. It would thur be strengthening
confidence in al| aspectsof the system and pronoti ng the process Of global
coexistence.



